
From Historians o f the Middle East (New York, 1962), Chapter 21.
This material is presented solely for non-commercial educational/research purposes.

2 1 . S Y R I A C  C H R O N I C L E S  AS S O U R C E  M A T E R I A L  F O R  T H E  

H I S T O R Y  OF I S L A M I C  P E O P L E S

J .  B. SEGAL

Professor o f Semitic Languages in the University o f London

Sixty years ago William Wright wrote of Syriac literature in the following 
terms:

‘We must own . . . that the literature of Syria is, on the whole, not 
an attractive one . . . The characteristic of the Syrians is a certain 
mediocrity. They shone neither in war, nor in the arts, nor in science. 
They altogether lacked the poetic fire of the older . . . Hebrews and of 
the Arabs. . . . Yet to the Syrians belongs the merit of having passed the 
lore of ancient Greece to the Arabs, and therefore, as a matter of history, 
their literature must always possess a certain amount of interest in the 
eyes of the modern student. . . . And even Syria’s humble chroniclers 
. . . deserve their meed of praise, seeing that, without their guidance, we 
should have known far less than we now know about the history of two 
important branches of the Eastern Church, besides losing much interest
ing information as to the political events of the periods with which their 
annals are occupied.

So far William Wright. No one will deny the substance of his remarks. 
These Syriac writers were indeed lacking in imagination; and they were, 
for the most part, lacking in the humour that is a sensible by-product of 
imagination.

And yet Wright has done less than justice to the work of the Syriac 
chroniclers. To the student of history this very mediocrity of the Syrians 
and their homely respectability—for all the writers whom I shall mention 
are men who played a solid part in the affairs of their own times—is of 
advantage, rather than a defect. It is our best guarantee of the trustworthi
ness of their narrative. Our Syriac chroniclers were simple men, but they 
were men of good sense and integrity. They were all, it is true, devout, 
even doctrinaire, sons of the Church, and they make all the affairs of 
human kind conform to a certain larger pattern drawn by the guiding 
hand of Providence. But they tell their story without guile or affectation, 
without conceit and without cynicism. Carlyle wrote that ‘the merit of 
originality is not novelty; it is sincerity’; these Syriac chroniclers were 
sincere men.

Let me define briefly the scope of the Syriac chronicles. By Syriac I mean



that branch of the Aramaic language that was written and spoken by the 
peoples of Syria, Mesopotamia, and the adjacent regions during the first 
thirteen centuries of the Christian era. Syriac, it should be noted, was not 
confined to Syria itself. On the contrary, at the time of its widest diffusion 
it was in common use from the Mediterranean seaboard in the west to the 
province of Adiabene in the east, from Lake Van and the Armenian high
lands in the north to the borders of Galilee in the south. From the third 
century until the emergence of Islam, this area was predominantly Chris
tian; and when, with the spread of Islam, the Ghristians became a minority, 
they remained nevertheless a close-knit and numerous community. The 
Syriac chronicles were (as I have already observed) Christian both in con
tent and expression. They are profoundly coloured by the Bible and the 
Church Fathers. Most of them were composed in Mesopotamia, and several 
at or near Edessa, which had special sanctity as the first city of this region 
■—indeed, the first kingdom in the world—to adopt Christianity as its 
official religion. At Edessa was spoken and written that form of the language 
which was a model throughout the Syriac world.

There is one striking feature common to the native Christians of Meso
potamia during the thousand years—from the third to the thirteenth cen
turies—over which these chronicles extend. They never took a direct part 
in governing their own affairs, nor did they ever seek to do so. Theirs was 
a helpless fatalism that was the product of their circumstances. During the 
first four centuries of this period they were divided between the great 
Aryan empires of Byzantium in the west and Persia in the east. The 
frontiers of the two powers marched between the Euphrates and the 
Tigris; and the countryside was ravaged by constant warfare in which the 
Christian peasantry had little interest. The political division of Meso
potamia induced also religious division, for a schism in the Syrian church 
in the fifth century gave the Persian Christians ecclesiastical independence 
of their brothers in the west. Only with the emergence of Islam was the 
barrier—this Iron Curtain of antiquity—removed, and Mesopotamia re
sumed its natural homogeneity of race and tradition. But the Christians 
had now become a dwindling minority, without effective power in the 
government of their country.

I make no apology for this brief digression. The value of these Syriac 
chronicles lies precisely in the picture that they present of the society in 
which they were composed, the background upon which were super
imposed the lines of policies and action of the rulers of armies and of 
states.

Syriac Chronicles 247

II

The origins of Syriac historical writing may be sought in the numerous 
works of the early Church, narratives designed to arouse and intensify



Christian loyalties. Among them we have the legendary account of the 
arrival of the first Christian missions at Edessa and the exploits of the 
righteous Emperor Constantine and his successors. Others again are 
martyrologies, and their number is legion.1 But of these the great majority 
may be dismissed as fanciful; the extraction of fact from their fiction is not 
a profitable task for the serious historian.

There is, however, another genre of literary composition—older than 
Christianity in Mesopotamia—which I prefer to regard as the lineal 
ancestor of the Syriac chronicles. I refer to the city archives; and the com
pilation of archives in some of the cities of Mesopotamia may well go back 
to at least the early Seleucid period. Only the records of Edessa have sur
vived in Syriac, unhappily in a fragmentary condition.2 The earliest entry 
belongs to the year a .d . 180.  But the most extensive entry—and this w e  

may term the earliest Syriac chronicle—is a description of the floods of 
Edessa in a .d . 2 0 1 ,  whose vivid details clearly postulate its composition by 
an eyewitness. I cannot quote more than the opening lines:

£The springs of water that come forth from the great palace of king 
Abhgar became abundant and rose; and, as on a previous occasion, it 
grew full and overflowed on all sides . . .
. . . And the courtyards and porticos and houses of the king began to be 
filled with water. And when our lord Abhgar the king saw this, he went 
up to a safe place on a hill overlooking this palace where the craftsmen 
of the royal works lived and dwelt.5

This is fine straightforward narrative, and it is the prototype of all that 
follows. Our next chronicle—the so-called Chronicle of ‘Joshua the 
Stylite5—was composed after an interval of almost three centuries.3 We 
know nothing of the writer. His chronicle opens in about a .d . 395-6 and 
ends in 506; and from its freshness and clarity we may assume that it was 
compiled at Edessa at that time. It is written with simplicity, honesty, and 
vitality, and the sequence of its dates is remarkably accurate.

We are given an account of the wars between the empires of Byzantium 
and Persia, and that slow attrition of their power that was to render them 
an easy prey to the Arabs a century and a half later. There are graphic 
descriptions of the methods of siege warfare, of ambushes and weapons. 
We hear the rumblings of the great hordes on the outskirts of western Asia. 
The Huns swept over Mesopotamia and even Syria, leaving behind a trail 
of devastation. Frequently foreign mercenaries took service in the armies 
of one or the other of the empires, attracted by the prospect of loot rather 
than by the meagre pay. So in 502, a force of Persians, Arabs, and Huns 
under al-Nueman ibn al-Aswad raided the fields of Harran and Edessa. 
Here is Joshua’s5 famous account of the Gothic detachments of the Byzan
tine army who were quartered on the citizens of Edessa:
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Those too who came to our aid under the name of deliverers, both 
when coming down and when going up, plundered us almost as much 
as enemies. Many poor people they turned out of their beds and slept 
in them, whilst their owners lay on the ground in cold weather. Others 
they drove out of their own houses and went in and dwelt in them. The 
cattle of some they carried off by force as if it were spoil of war; the 
clothes of others they stripped off their persons and took away. Some 
they beat violently for a mere trifle; with others they quarrelled in the 
streets and reviled for a small cause . . . Many they fell upon in the 
highways . . . From old women, widows and the poor, they took oil, 
wood, salt and other things for their own expenses; and they kept them 
from their own work to wait upon them. In short, they harassed every
one, both great and small, and there was not a person who did not suffer 
some harm from them.
But it was the nomads who were an ever-present terror to the inhabitants 

of the cities and villages of northern Mesopotamia. These are not, it 
should be observed, the people called ‘Arab or ‘Arbaye in the Syriac of that 
period. The latter dwelt in the steppe country—principally between 
Ämid and Thannurios—that lay beyond the villages. They were semi- 
sedentary, and the authorities sought to hasten the process of their evolu
tion to settled farmers. It was the Scenite, or tent-dwelling, Arabs—the 
Tayyaye, as they were commonly called—who defied all the conventions of 
established society. The roads and peaceful villages were at their mercy. 
The story of the prince of al-Hïra who sacrificed four hundred captive 
virgins to the moon-goddess al-'Uzza passed from mouth to mouth. True, 
Christianity had begun to temper the lawlessness of the Beduin, but 
usually their hands were against all men. Joshua5 writes that they

crossed the Tigris, and plundered and took captive and destroyed all 
that they found in Persian territory. Thy Holiness,

he continues, addressing his correspondent,

must be well aware of this, that to the Tayyaye on both sides the war 
was a source of much profit, and they wrought their will upon both 
kingdoms.

We observe the homeliness and directness of style of the writer. Like all 
our Syriac chroniclers—even those who, by virtue of their office, were the 
greatest prelates of the Syrian church—'Joshua’ shows sympathy and 
understanding of the common people, whose desire was to live in quiet 
and comfort. He tells us the prices of wheat and barley and vegetables and 
wine; he writes of good and bad harvests, of taxation and of popular 
rejoicings—even of the spring festival of Edessa which had obvious pagan 
significance and of which he himself heartily disapproved.
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Of more severe character is the history of John of Ephesus, who lived 
from 516 to about 587.4 A native of Ârrïid, John resided most of his life at 
Constantinople and was intimately associated there with the Emperors and 
the leading personalities of the capital. He travelled widely, carried out a 
great proselytizing campaign in Asia Minor, and was one of the promoters 
of the Byzantine expedition to Nubia. He himself declares, somewhat 
ponderously, that he

was no stranger to the conflict (of events) . . . but one of those marshalled 
in the battle who . . . endured those sufferings and patiently bore the 
pain of persecution and imprisonment . . .

For John was a leading member of the Monophysite church which was 
regarded by most Byzantines as dangerously schismatic. He was in an 
exceptional position to describe the Narrowness and bigotry . . . the want 
of self-restraint, injustice and cruelty’ which were a commonplace of that 
period.

The accident of John’s Monophysitism brought him into close relation 
with Christian Arabs who were members of the same sect. We read, for 
example, that when a large body of Christians were imprisoned by the 
Persians at Antioch, two Christian Arabs succeeded in escaping from the 
city and made their way to Constantinople; there John brought them to 
the notice of the court. And when Tiberius, fearful of the religious schisms 
that tore his empire, invited al-Mundhir ibn al-Harith to his capital and 
sought to effect a reconciliation with that Christian Arab king, John was 
himself a delegate at the conference. We find in the pages of John’s 
chronicle a vivid picture of al-Mundhir and of his renown throughout the 
empire both as warrior and statesman.

Another acquaintance of John’s shed a strange fight on the Arab history 
of this time. One of the few representatives of the Monophysite church in 
Persian territory was Simeon of Beth Arsham, a rude and bitter disputant. 
He made frequent journeys to Persia, eluding his Nestorian enemies with 
the ingenuity of a Scarlet Pimpernel. It was while on a visit to al-Hira in 
524 that Simeon met the envoys of the Jewish king, Dhü Nuwäs. He records 
in the pages of John’s chronicle the despatch of Dhù Nuwäs to the prince 
of al-Hira, his account of the attack on Najrän and of the massacre of its 
Christians—an event which had far-reaching repercussions throughout the 
Arab world.

We should pay tribute to John’s honesty as historian. To the king of 
Persia, the hated enemy of Christian Byzantium, he gives generous praise:

As the facts themselves prove, he was a prudent and wise man, and 
all his lifetime he assiduously devoted himself to the perusal of philo
sophical works . . .  It appears also that the war between Persia and the
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(Byzantines) was a cause of great grief to him, and that he would readily 
have submitted to much for the purpose of re-establishing peace.
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happenings with this warning—as did John in his outline of events Persia?

(These are) events which we neither saw nor learned of our own know
ledge, nor can we testify to their truth ourselves, inasmuch as we were 
far away from the countries in which they occurred.

John wrote, in addition to his chronicle, the biographies of the Christian 
recluses and ascetics who were his contemporaries in the region of his early 
upbringing, Amid.5 Here is material for the student of pre-Islamic Meso
potamia. It is an account of pious, ignorant folk, glorying in their poverty 
and self-abnegation. To the cynic their torments may border on the maso
chistic, but it was these men and women who inspired the Beduins of their 
time to feats of devotion in prayer, fasting, and continence. The brutal 
directness of Monophysite doctrine appealed to the nomad Arab more than 
the compromise of the Nestorians; and this was the portent of a more 
passionate proselytizing movement that was to burst out from the desert 
scarcely two generations later.

The chronicles of which I have written are the work of Syrians of 
western, that is, Byzantine, Mesopotamia. The Syrians of Persian Meso
potamia produced, during this period, only biographies of saints and 
church leaders that are stilted and tendentious. But we may note three, 
composed in the sixth century, that are not without value—the Chronicle 
of Meshihazekha (with precious information on the rise of the Sasanid 
dynasty), the History of Karka de Bheth Slokli (with topographical data 
on pre-Islamic Persia), and the recently published History of Barhad- 
beshabba.6

I l l

At the death of John of Ephesus, the prophet Muhammad was probably 
seventeen or eighteen years old; and the world was soon to change more 
swiftly than any man could have foreseen at the time. We have, unfortu
nately, no detailed contemporary account of the Arab invasion in Syriac; 
indeed, one biography of this time passed over the campaigns of Heraclius 
and of the Arabs in no more than a few words.7 When the curtain rises 
again, Moslem domination is securely established.

In the Islamic period these Syriac chroniclers are no longer to be 
relied upon for a record of the major events of their times. They had, it is 
true, always been remote from the direction of affairs. But now, with the 
exception of a few individuals, they lived the separate life of a minority 
community, isolated from the courts of kings and princes by political



inferiority, passive and uninterested—even disillusioned—spectators of the 
passage of events. For a Christian it was safer to have little communication 
with the temporal power. In 765, for example, the Patriarch George, 
traduced by his enemies, was seized and whipped before the Caliph 
al-Mansur. When the Caliph harshly demanded why he had not applied 
for the royal diploma confirming his office in the Church, he replied 
mildly, T did not wish to disturb anyone.’ Yet the Christians, however 
aloof they remained from the wars and intrigues of Moslem rulers, were 
nevertheless affected by those problems that affect the common folk in 
every land and in every age. From our Syriac chronicles we derive useful 
information on the social and economic condition of the ordinary people. 
And we obtain an illuminating picture of the problems that confronted a 
religious minority under Moslem rule. We must, of course, apply to these 
later chronicles a different slide-rule of historical reliability. In the pre- 
Islamic era the views of Syriac chroniclers are of interest even when they 
describe occurrences before their time, for they might well be repeating 
trustworthy traditions handed down by their predecessors. The later 
chroniclers can do no more than confirm facts established by Arab his
torians; where their views differ from those of Arab historians, they may be 
preferred only where they describe events which they themselves witnessed 
or which took place near to their own lifetime.

To one point I particularly draw attention. In these chronicles are 
passages that are critical—even severely critical—of the existing régime. 
Did the Moslem authorities give remarkable latitude to these non-Moslem 
writers; or did the latter feel free to write as they pleased in the strange 
tongue of Syriac? Whichever hypothesis we accept, the value of these 
records is considerably enhanced.

I have already shown that Syriac history—as we understand the term 
history—is a product of western, not of eastern, Mesopotamia. That this 
is the outcome of long tradition, and not an accident of literary survival, is 
demonstrated by the record of the Islamic era. Mesopotamia was no 
longer divided into two areas of different cultures, one under the aegis of 
Greek-speaking Byzantium, the other under that of Persia. Yet even when 
both regions were under the common rule of Islam, the writings of east 
Mesopotamian authors—Denha, Isho'denah, Thomas of Marga, and the 
anonymous biographers of martyrs and saints—are no more than an 
uncritical medley of fact and pious fiction. Only two exceptions must be 
noted. The first is the anonymous chronicle which gives an account of 
events in Persia from the dethronement of Hormizd IV in 590 up to 670; 
its value is great because it must have been composed not much later than 
680, probably by a Nestorian monk. The second is the Chronography of 
Elias, Metropolitan of Nisibis in the eleventh century; this, however, is 
little more than a bare fist of events and dates.8
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Those west Mesopotamian chronicles that are extant, on the other hand, 
although few in number, maintain the breadth and integrity of earlier 
Syriac histories. First in chronological order is the chronicle incorrectly 
ascribed to the Patriarch Dionysius of Tell Mahre.9 It ends in the year 774. 
It is a somewhat tedious narrative, full of lengthy quotations from Scrip
ture, of apostrophes to Heaven against the wrongdoing of man, and of 
vapid moralizing. Yet it gives us a picture of eighth-century Mesopotamia:

All the land , . , was remarkable for its vines, its fields, its numerous 
cattle. There was not a single poor man in a village who did not have a 
field, donkeys and goats. There was no place more or less cultivable 
which was not sown or planted with vine-trees; even in the mountains 
wherever the plough could pass was planted with vines . . . The land 
was filled with shepherds out of the abundance of pasturage.

But, our author exclaims, the land is filled also with injustice. He writes 
bitterly of factious strife within the Church, of civil unrest, of revolt against 
authority and the carnage which followed. He inveighs against the exac
tions of governors and their minions, against expropriations, the branding 
of men’s bodies to ensure full payment of the capitation tax, the constant 
interference with the liberty of the individual—even the fisherman, he 
declares, is not allowed to fish in the river without a licence. Tax officials 
overestimate the tithes:

The fields had been inscribed as well filled, even though not more 
than five measures had been harvested. The Arabs endured more cruel 
trials than the Syrians.

Then the tax-collectors

fall upon them with blows and torments of all kinds. In theory they had 
to take the tenth part; in fact, the Arabs could not collect what was 
demanded of them even when they had sold all that they possessed. They 
tried to persuade them to take according to the laws established by 
Muhammad . . , and by the first kings, to take from each one according 
to what he had, grain from him who had grain, cattle from him who had 
cattle. But they did not agree and cried to them, ‘Get away. Sell your 
goods and give us gold.3

Of great interest is the autobiography of this patriarch Dionysius (to 
whom the chronicle which we have just described is wrongly attributed).10 
Dionysius had quietly practised the study of history in a monastery before 
he was—against his will—consecrated as Monophysite patriarch in 816. 
Throughout his career he struggled tirelessly on behalf of his community, 
against schism from within and oppression from without. He travelled to
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Mosul, to Baghdad, even to Egypt, to seek the intervention of the authori
ties. His autobiography—he was a shrewd observer of men—depicts the 
helplessness of minorities and their dependence upon the goodwill of 
individuals rather than upon the written articles of law. Here are the dis
dainful words to Dionysius of the Caliph al-Ma’mün:

You trouble and disturb us much, you Christians, and particularly 
you others, the Jacobites—even though we ignore the complaints you 
present before us, one against the other. Go away for now, and come 
back some other day.

And in his account of his visits to Egypt we have this graphic picture of 
a Christian community there.

Our city is surrounded by water, and we have neither crops nor any 
other resources; we cannot keep flocks; the water that we drink comes 
from afar and we buy it at four zuze a pitcher; our work consists in the 
wool which our womenfolk spin and which we weave; the price which 
we receive from the cloth-merchants is one-half zuz a day. And since 
our work does not provide sufficient bread for our mouths—when we are 
taxed we are obliged to pay five dinars (that is, thirty zuze) each—we 
are beaten and thrown into prison; we are forced to give our sons and 
daughters as security, to work as slaves, two years for a single dinar . . .

Dionysius reported their plight to the ruler of Egypt, and he

gave order that they should pay tribute according to the law of al- 
Jazira—48 zuze from the wealthy, 24 from the middle class, and 12 from 
the poor—when the capitation tax was collected.

Another chronicle treats of the history of Edessa and its environs 
during the first half of the twelfth century.11 It is a fine account, recalling 
in its virility of style the chronicle of Joshua the Stylite’ some seven cen
turies earlier. The wealth of intimate detail and the familiarity of the 
author with the topography of Edessa show that he must have been con
temporary to those events and probably an eyewitness of some; perhaps 
he was Basilius, the Syrian metropolitan of the city at the time. We read 
of the exchange of knightly courtesies between the Moslem governor of 
Mosul and his captive, the Crusader Joscelyn. But such generosity alter
nated with acts of shocking cruelty. There are vivid scenes of the terror and 
destruction at Edessa and nearby towns during their tenure by the Cru
saders, of the capture of Edessa by Zengi in 1144—which aroused the zeal 
of Bernard of Clairvaux and a new host of Crusaders—and its recapture 
by Nür al-Dïn two years later. A more pleasing incident was the visit of 
Zengi to the city in 1145:

254 Arabie, Persian, and Turkish Historiography



The metropolitans, priests, deacons, and all the Christians went out 
to meet him on one hand, and the Moslems who had gathered from all 
quarters on the other. He greeted the Christians with joy, kissed the 
Gospel, saluted the metropolitan, and asked after his health. He said 
that he had come for their sake to supply what they lacked . . . He 
visited our Syrian churches, examined their beauty, ordered two great 
bells to be given them and hung on them, as was the custom in the time 
of the Franks . . . He told the metropolitan to be zealous in guarding 
the town, and not to betray his government.

This account is incorporated in a chronicle whose author was present at 
the fall of Jerusalem to Saladin in 1187; his history was continued to the 
year 1234.12 Better known, and of more importance, is the contemporary 
historical work of the Patriarch Michael, usually called Michael the 
Syrian.13 He became head of the Monophysite church in 1166 and held 
that position for thirty years. He was a militant priest with a passion for 
polemics, and a disciplinarian who was unpopular even among his own 
adherents. His chronicle is frequently a platform for doctrinal argument— 
but, for all this, it is invaluable. It is set out in three columns; one deals 
with secular events, a second with religious affairs, while the third contains 
miscellaneous anecdotes and matters of local or personal interest. To us 
the third column, with its record of harvests and droughts, building and 
conflagrations, is often the most illuminating. The rulers and petty chief
tains of Mesopotamia cared little for the welfare of the ordinary people, 
those simple townsfolk and peasants who formed the bulk of Michael’s 
flock. And for those among them who were Christian the story was the 
same as in previous centuries, their fortunes precariously subject to the 
whims of foreign mercenaries and their Moslem overlords. In the fighting 
between Kurds and Turkomans each party vented its spite upon the local 
Christians. Nur al-Din had a reputation for piety and charity among 
Muslims; the Christians saw him otherwise. When he came to Mosul, 
Michael tells us, he

multiplied tribute from the Christians, increased the capitation tax, and 
established the law that they must be girded with a girdle, and must not 
permit the hair of their heads to grow—so that they might be recognized 
and derided by the Arabs. He also decreed that the Jews must carry a 
piece of red material on their shoulders that they might be recognized.

When a new Caliph ascended the throne in 1170, the vizier Ibn al- 
Baladï was put to death. Since, declares Michael,

the vizier who had been slain was the enemy of Christians, the new 
Caliph took it upon himself to love the Christians from hatred of the 
vizier.
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But Nür al-Dïn remained the arch-enemy of the Christians. They placed 
great hope in Amalric I, and it was with dismay that they learned of his 
death in 1174. In such circumstances not even Michael could condemn as 
immoral the bribes offered to Muslim governors for the release of Chris
tians who had fallen into their power.

Michael was an outspoken advocate of his flock and of his rights as its 
leader. To Sayf al-Dïn al-Ghäzi who proposed to nominate a rival priest 
as patriarch, he declared boldly:

If you wish to change what has been done by the kings your pre
decessors, know that you are in opposition not only with me, but with 
the prophets Moses, Christ and Muhammad; for you destroy . . . the 
will of God . . . But for me the loss of my head is a little thing . . . Here 
I freely give my head; bid them cut it, for I shall not transgress the 
precept of the law.

In 1181 Michael was summoned by Qjlij Arslan to Melitene. He went in 
trepidation. But the sultan received him with honour and courtesy; the 
Patriarch conversed with him and was heard (he assures us)

with pleasure . . .  in such wise that tears flowed from (the sultan’s) eyes.
Michael had occasion to visit his congregation throughout Mesopotamia 

and Syria, and he received representations also from Monophysites in 
Egypt. Three times he visited Jerusalem, then in the hands of the Franks, 
and he obtained diplomas from both Amalric I and Baldwin IV. His com
ments on the three principal power groups in western Asia at this period 
—the Turks, the Franks, and the Greeks (of Byzantium)—are concerned 
in the first place with religious freedom, but they are of wider interest.

In the years of which we shall now write, calm and tranquillity reigned 
in our Orthodox Church for this reason . . . The cruel Greeks were con
fined beyond the seas . . . The Franks who at this time occupied the 
places of Palestine and also of Syria, and who had pontiffs in their 
churches, did not raise difficulties in the matter of faith . . , but con
sidered as Christian anyone who adored the Cross without enquiry or 
examination. For their part, the Turks who occupied most of the 
country in which the Christians dwelt, who had no notion of the sacred 
mysteries and therefore considered Christianity an error, were not in 
the habit of informing themselves on professions of faith or of persecuting 
anyone for his profession of faith, as did the Greeks, a wicked and 
heretical people.

With Bar Hebraeus we come to the last of our Syriac chroniclers. He 
completed the history of the region from the death of Michael the Syrian 
down to the year of his own death in 1286. His Syriac chronicle—I do not 
discuss his Arabic chronicle here—is in two parts, one dealing with secular,
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the other (in two sections) with ecclesiastical, events.14 The arrival of the 
Mongols had changed the political scene. Bar Hebraeus reports the new 
conditions competently, and more particularly events at Melitene, his 
birthplace. He was himself present as metropolitan when Aleppo was cap
tured by the Mongols in 1259-60. He was acquainted with princes and 
princesses of the Mongol court. The fortunes of the Christians followed an 
unpredictable course. On the one hand, Arabs combined with Christians 
to defend Melitene against Tatar attack in 1243 and again in 1256. So, 
too, in the Mongol assault on Baghdad in 1258, the wealthy Arabs of the 
city entrusted their property to the safe-keeping of the Catholicus. On the 
other hand, Christian monasteries were sacked by the soldiery and the 
Kurdish tribesmen, and Christian townspeople were attacked by Moslem 
mobs at Baghdad. Mosul, and Arbil.

The Christian community was certainly in a strange situation at this 
period. Mongol princes were not ill-disposed towards them; some even 
professed the Christian faith, and Christians held high rank at court. Bar 
Hebraeus declares that

the Church acquired stability and protection in every place, 

and he calls Kublai Khan

the just and wise king, and friend of the Christians; he honoured the 
men of books, and the learned men, and the physicians of all nations.

Indeed, the commander of the Egyptian forces slaughtered all the Chris
tians of a certain town

because it had been said to him, The Tatars are made strong by these 
Christians whenever they pass over into Syria.

Yet this association gave no security to the Christians from the Tatars them
selves. Bar Hebraeus writes of the Tatars in the same campaign that they

in their greed also killed many of the Christians, and they made captives 
of them and looted, even though the king of kings had commanded that 
they were not to harm the Christians.
Bar Hebraeus’s chronicle, for all its competence, is unsatisfying. He 

gives us none of the personal touches which his career and personal contacts 
lead us to expect. His loyalties are sectarian and narrow, and he seems 
lacking in the standards of honour and integrity by which earlier chronic
lers were distinguished. For the cruelty and treachery of the Christian 
Mongol general Sandagha (that ‘splendid young man5) there is no re
proach. Yet we should perhaps not judge Bar Hebraeus harshly. To him 
the writing of this chronicle was little more than an exercise in Syriac 
composition, part of his general endeavour to revive interest in the ancient 
language. The experiment was foredoomed to failure, for the renaissance

s
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of Syriac was beyond the power even of Bar Hebräern’s erudition and 
industry. It is symbolic that the inscription over the grave of Bar Hebraeus 
is written in Karshuni—the script is Syriac but the language is Arabic.
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F. J. Hamilton (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=195) and Brooks, E. W. (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=175), Eds., The Syriac Chronicle Known as
that of Zachariah of Mitylene (/bibliography/2111840793). London: Methuen & Co., 1899.
K. Ahrens (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=196) and Krüger, G. (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=197), Eds., Die sogennante Kirchengeschichte
des Zacharias Rhetor (/bibliography/363607770). Leipzig: B.G. Teubner, 1899. 
J. P. N. Land (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=190), Ed., Zachariae Episcopi Mitylenes aliorumque Scripta Historica Graece plerumque deperdita
(/bibliography/1006887909), vol. 3, 4 vol. Leiden: E.J. Brill, 1870.


(Table of Contents
(https://archive.org/stream/AnecdotaSyriacaCollegitEdExplicuitJ/Anecdota_Syriaca_collegit_ed_explicuit_J#page/n859/mode/2up))


N.B. Before using the Anecdota Syriaca, you should read the review of Wright
(http://archive.org/stream/journalsacredli19unkngoog#page/n128/mode/1up) and that of Payne-Smith
(http://archive.org/details/ReviewOfAnecdotaSyriaca):


W. Wright (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=126), “Anecdota Syriaca” (/bibliography/1953797741), The Journal of Sacred Literature and
Biblical Record, vol. 2.3, pp. 115-130, 1863.
R. P. Smith (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=176), Review of Anecdota Syriaca (/bibliography/1091161950), Reprint. London: Mitchell and
Son, 1863.


 


MELKITE CHRONICLE FROM SINAI SYRIAC 10
A. de Halleux (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=198), “La chronique melkite abrégée du Ms. Sinaï Syr. 10” (/bibliography/552855657), Le Muséon,
vol. 91, pp. 5-44, 1978.


The Chronicle begins here
(http://archive.org/stream/MelkiteChronicleFromSinaiSyriac10/DeHalleuxLaChroniqueMelkiteAbregeeDuMs.SinaiSyr10#page/n5/mode/1up).


See Brock's discussion here
(http://archive.org/stream/SyriacHistoricalWritingASurveyOfTheMainSources/BrockSyriacHistoricalWriting#page/n6/mode/1up) from page 7 of
the following:


S. P. Brock (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=16), “Syriac Historical Writing: A Survey of the Main Sources” (/bibliography/1147849007),
Journal of the Iraq Academy, Syriac Corporation, vol. 5, pp. 1-30, 1979.


 


FRAGMENT ON THE ARAB INVASIONS
E. W. Brooks (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=175), Ed., Chronica Minora II [Textus] (/bibliography/885287565). Leipzig; Paris: Otto Harrassowitz;
Poussielgue, 1904.


Begins at p. 75 (http://archive.org/stream/ChronicaMinoraIi/BrooksChronicaMinoraIi#page/n18/mode/1up).
An account of the mid-seventh century Arab invasions, perhaps contemporary, which was written down in a sixth-century Gospel manuscript.
See Jack Tannous's English translation:


J. Tannous (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=199), Ed., “Account of the Subjugation of Syria by the Arabs” (/bibliography/1836688572). 2012.
Brock's discussion is here
(http://archive.org/stream/SyriacSourcesForSeventhCenturyHistory/BrockSyriacSourcesForSeventhCenturyHistory#page/n1/mode/1up) from page
18 of the following:


S. P. Brock (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=16), “Syriac Sources for Seventh-Century History” (/bibliography/1655052241), Byzantine and
Modern Greek Studies, vol. 2, pp. 17-36, 1976.


 


MARONITE CHRONICLE (660S)
E. W. Brooks (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=175), Ed., Chronica Minora II [Textus] (/bibliography/885287565). Leipzig; Paris: Otto Harrassowitz;
Poussielgue, 1904.


Specifically pp. 43–74 (http://archive.org/stream/ChronicaMinoraIi/BrooksChronicaMinoraIi#page/n2/mode/1up).
See Brock's discussion here
(http://archive.org/stream/SyriacHistoricalWritingASurveyOfTheMainSources/BrockSyriacHistoricalWriting#page/n6/mode/1up) from page 7 of
the following:


S. P. Brock (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=16), “Syriac Historical Writing: A Survey of the Main Sources” (/bibliography/1147849007),
Journal of the Iraq Academy, Syriac Corporation, vol. 5, pp. 1-30, 1979.
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JACOB OF EDESSA, CHRONOLOGICAL CANON (D. 708)
E. W. Brooks (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=175), “The Chronological Canon of James of Edessa” (/bibliography/999450474), Zeitschrift der
Deutschen Morgenländischen Gesellschaft, vol. 53, pp. 261-327, 1899.
E. W. Brooks (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=175), “The Chronological Canon of James of Edessa” (/bibliography/272577971), Zeitschrift der
Deutschen Morgenländischen Gesellschaft, vol. 54, pp. 100-102, 1900.


 


JACOB OF EDESSA, CHRONICLE (D. 708)
E. W. Brooks (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=175), Guidi, I. (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=191), and Chabot, J. - B. (/bibliography?
f%5Bauthor%5D=200), Eds., Chronica Minora, III [Textus] (/bibliography/416141934), vol. 1, 2 vol. Leipzig: Otto Harrassowitz, 1905.


Specifically pp. 261–330 (http://archive.org/stream/ChronicaMinoraIii/Csco005_syr5chronicaMinora_iiiT#page/n11/mode/1up).
Here Brooks combined the Chronological Canon
(http://archive.org/stream/ChronicaMinoraIii/Csco005_syr5chronicaMinora_iiiT#page/n13/mode/1up) of Jacob (which he previously
published in ZDMG, in the entry above), with fragments 
(http://archive.org/stream/ChronicaMinoraIii/Csco005_syr5chronicaMinora_iiiT#page/n11/mode/1up)of the work contained in BL Add. 14685
and excerpts from Jacob's Chronicle embedded in the work of Elias of Nisibis
(http://archive.org/stream/ChronicaMinoraIii/Csco005_syr5chronicaMinora_iiiT#page/n45/mode/1up) and Michael the Syrian
(http://archive.org/stream/ChronicaMinoraIii/Csco005_syr5chronicaMinora_iiiT#page/n46/mode/1up).


See Brock's discussion here
(http://archive.org/stream/SyriacHistoricalWritingASurveyOfTheMainSources/BrockSyriacHistoricalWriting#page/n7/mode/1up) from page 8 of
the following:


S. P. Brock (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=16), “Syriac Historical Writing: A Survey of the Main Sources” (/bibliography/1147849007),
Journal of the Iraq Academy, Syriac Corporation, vol. 5, pp. 1-30, 1979.


 


HISTORICAL NOTICES FOR 712–716
F. Nau (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=133), “Un colloque de Patriarche Jean avec l'Émir des Agaréens et faits divers des années 712 à 716
d'après le ms. du British museum add. 17193 avec un appendice sur le patriarche Jean 1er . . .” (/bibliography/244120035), Journal asiatique, vol.
11.5, pp. 225-279, 1915.


Syriac found on pp. 253–256
(http://archive.org/stream/UnColloqueDuPatriarcheJeanAvecLmirDesAgarens/Nau_un_colloque_de_patriarch_jean_JaS_11_t_51915#page/n28/m
French Translation found on pp. 264–267
(http://archive.org/stream/UnColloqueDuPatriarcheJeanAvecLmirDesAgarens/Nau_un_colloque_de_patriarch_jean_JaS_11_t_51915#page/n39/m


See Brock's discussion here
(http://archive.org/stream/SyriacHistoricalWritingASurveyOfTheMainSources/BrockSyriacHistoricalWriting#page/n7/mode/1up) from page 8 of
the following:


S. P. Brock (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=16), “Syriac Historical Writing: A Survey of the Main Sources” (/bibliography/1147849007),
Journal of the Iraq Academy, Syriac Corporation, vol. 5, pp. 1-30, 1979.


 


CHRONICON AD ANNUM 724
E. W. Brooks (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=175), Ed., Chronica Minora II [Textus] (/bibliography/885287565). Leipzig; Paris: Otto Harrassowitz;
Poussielgue, 1904. 


Specifically pp. 77–155 (http://archive.org/stream/ChronicaMinoraIi/BrooksChronicaMinoraIi#page/n19/mode/1up). 
J. P. N. Land (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=190), Ed., Symbolae Syriacae (/bibliography/919289343), vol. 1, 4 vol. Leiden: E.J. Brill, 1867.


First edited by Land on pages 1–24 (http://archive.org/stream/anecdotasyriaca01landuoft#page/n364/mode/1up).
It is also known as the Liber Calipharum, or Book of Caliphs, because of a list of Arab rulers, from Muhammad to Yazid II (reg. AD 720–
724/AH 101–105), comes at p. 155 (http://archive.org/stream/ChronicaMinoraIi/BrooksChronicaMinoraIi#page/n58/mode/1up). See Jack
Tannous's English translation of the list: 


J. Tannous (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=199), Ed., “List of Caliphs Translation” (/bibliography/425193374). 2012.
See Brock's discussion here
(http://archive.org/stream/SyriacHistoricalWritingASurveyOfTheMainSources/BrockSyriacHistoricalWriting#page/n8/mode/1up) from page 9 of
the following:


S. P. Brock (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=16), “Syriac Historical Writing: A Survey of the Main Sources” (/bibliography/1147849007),
Journal of the Iraq Academy, Syriac Corporation, vol. 5, pp. 1-30, 1979.


B. H. Cowper (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=192), Syriac Miscellanies; or Extracts Relating to the First and Second General Councils, and
Various other Quotations Theological, Historical, & Classical (/bibliography/892614196). London: Williams and Norgate, 1861.


Selections from the Chronicle to 724 were translated on pp. 75-92. (https://archive.org/stream/syriacmiscellani00cowp#page/75/mode/1up) 
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VARIOUS EXTRACTS ON AD 501/2, 505/6, AND 763/4
E. W. Brooks (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=175), Guidi, I. (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=191), and Chabot, J. - B. (/bibliography?
f%5Bauthor%5D=200), Eds., Chronica Minora, III [Textus] (/bibliography/416141934), vol. 1, 2 vol. Leipzig: Otto Harrassowitz, 1905.


Pp. 331–336 (http://archive.org/stream/ChronicaMinoraIii/Csco005_syr5chronicaMinora_iiiT#page/n46/mode/1up).
The first two entries are on Amid and the third is on the rule of Musa b. Mus'ab.
See Brock's description here
(http://archive.org/stream/SyriacHistoricalWritingASurveyOfTheMainSources/BrockSyriacHistoricalWriting#page/n8/mode/1up) from page 9 of
the following:


S. P. Brock (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=16), “Syriac Historical Writing: A Survey of the Main Sources” (/bibliography/1147849007),
Journal of the Iraq Academy, Syriac Corporation, vol. 5, pp. 1-30, 1979.


 


CHRONICON AD ANNUM 775
E. W. Brooks (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=175), Guidi, I. (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=191), and Chabot, J. - B. (/bibliography?
f%5Bauthor%5D=200), Eds., Chronica Minora, III [Textus] (/bibliography/416141934), vol. 1, 2 vol. Leipzig: Otto Harrassowitz, 1905.


Pp. 337–349 (http://archive.org/stream/ChronicaMinoraIii/Csco005_syr5chronicaMinora_iiiT#page/n49/mode/1up).
Begins with Adam and ends in the eighth century; most of the material offered is BC.
See Brock's description here
(http://archive.org/stream/SyriacHistoricalWritingASurveyOfTheMainSources/BrockSyriacHistoricalWriting#page/n8/mode/1up) from page 9 of
the following:


S. P. Brock (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=16), “Syriac Historical Writing: A Survey of the Main Sources” (/bibliography/1147849007),
Journal of the Iraq Academy, Syriac Corporation, vol. 5, pp. 1-30, 1979.


See Brock's description here
(http://archive.org/stream/SyriacSourcesForSeventhCenturyHistory/BrockSyriacSourcesForSeventhCenturyHistory#page/n2/mode/1up) from page
20 of the following:


S. P. Brock (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=16), “Syriac Sources for Seventh-Century History” (/bibliography/1655052241), Byzantine and
Modern Greek Studies, vol. 2, pp. 17-36, 1976.


 


ZUQNIN CHRONICLE / CHRONICLE OF PSEUDO-DIONYSIOS OF TEL MAHRE (776)
French translation of the fourth part only


J. - B. Chabot (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=200), Ed., Chronique de Denys de Tell-Mahré. Quatrième partie (/bibliography/955216664).
Paris: Émile Bouillon Library, 1895.


Chabot's edition is available here in 3 volumes:
Text


J. - B. Chabot (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=200), Ed., Chronicon Pseudo Dionysianum Vulgo Dictum I (/bibliography/1398305448).
Louvain: L. Durbecq, 1927.
J. - B. Chabot (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=200), Ed., Chronicon Pseudo Dionysianum Vulgo Dictum II (/bibliography/1133931881).
Louvain: L. Durbecq, 1927.


Latin Translation
J. - B. Chabot (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=200), Incerti Auctoris Chronicon Pseudo Dionysianum Vulgo Dictum I
(/bibliography/1285280286). Louvain: L. Durbecq, 1927.


See Brock's description here
(http://archive.org/stream/SyriacHistoricalWritingASurveyOfTheMainSources/BrockSyriacHistoricalWriting#page/n9/mode/1up) from pages 10-13
of the following:


S. P. Brock (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=16), “Syriac Historical Writing: A Survey of the Main Sources” (/bibliography/1147849007),
Journal of the Iraq Academy, Syriac Corporation, vol. 5, pp. 1-30, 1979.


See Brock's description here
(http://archive.org/stream/SyriacSourcesForSeventhCenturyHistory/BrockSyriacSourcesForSeventhCenturyHistory#page/n2/mode/1up) from
pages 20-21 of the following:


S. P. Brock (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=16), “Syriac Sources for Seventh-Century History” (/bibliography/1655052241), Byzantine and
Modern Greek Studies, vol. 2, pp. 17-36, 1976.


 


CHRONICON AD ANNUM 813 
E. W. Brooks (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=175), Guidi, I. (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=191), and Chabot, J. - B. (/bibliography?
f%5Bauthor%5D=200), Eds., Chronica Minora, III [Textus] (/bibliography/416141934), vol. 1, 2 vol. Leipzig: Otto Harrassowitz, 1905.


Pp.  243–260 (http://archive.org/stream/ChronicaMinoraIii/Csco005_syr5chronicaMinora_iiiT#page/n2/mode/1up)
The chronicle as it stands is fragmentary and extant material deals with AD 775–813.


Before publishing it in the CSCO, Brooks also published the text of this chronicle, with an ET in the ZDMG:  
E. W. Brooks (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=175), “A Syriac Fragment” (/bibliography/128401066), Zeitschrift der Deutschen
Morgenländischen Gesellschaft, vol. 54, pp. 195-230, 1900.
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See Brock's discussion here
(http://archive.org/stream/SyriacHistoricalWritingASurveyOfTheMainSources/BrockSyriacHistoricalWriting#page/n12/mode/1up) from page 13 of
the following:


S. P. Brock (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=16), “Syriac Historical Writing: A Survey of the Main Sources” (/bibliography/1147849007),
Journal of the Iraq Academy, Syriac Corporation, vol. 5, pp. 1-30, 1979.


 


CHRONICON AD ANNUM 819
I. A. Barsoum (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=201) and Chabot, J. - B. (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=200), Eds., Chronicon anonymi auctoris ad
annum Christi 1234 pertinens [textus] (/bibliography/872534980), vol. 1, 2 vol. Louvain: L. Durbecq, 1920.


See pp. 3–22 (http://archive.org/stream/chroniconanonymi01chab#page/n349/mode/1up).
The chronicle covers the period from Christ to 819, with a heavy focus on the seventh and eighth centuries.


See Brock, here
(http://archive.org/stream/SyriacHistoricalWritingASurveyOfTheMainSources/BrockSyriacHistoricalWriting#page/n12/mode/1up) on page 13 of
the following:


S. P. Brock (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=16), “Syriac Historical Writing: A Survey of the Main Sources” (/bibliography/1147849007),
Journal of the Iraq Academy, Syriac Corporation, vol. 5, pp. 1-30, 1979.


See Brock, here
(http://archive.org/stream/SyriacSourcesForSeventhCenturyHistory/BrockSyriacSourcesForSeventhCenturyHistory#page/n2/mode/1up) on
page 21 of the following:


S. P. Brock (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=16), “Syriac Sources for Seventh-Century History” (/bibliography/1655052241), Byzantine and
Modern Greek Studies, vol. 2, pp. 17-36, 1976.


 


CHRONICON AD ANNUM 846 
E. W. Brooks (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=175), Ed., Chronica Minora II [Textus] (/bibliography/885287565). Leipzig; Paris: Otto Harrassowitz;
Poussielgue, 1904.


Pp. 157–238 (http://archive.org/stream/ChronicaMinoraIi/BrooksChronicaMinoraIi#page/n59/mode/1up)
Before this edition, Brooks published an earlier edition of the Chronicle, along with an English translation of it:


E. W. Brooks (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=175), “A Syriac Chronicle of the Year 846” (/bibliography/1055461786), Zeitschrift der
Deutschen Morgenländischen Gesellschaft, vol. 51, pp. 569-588, 1897.


See Brock's discussion here
(http://archive.org/stream/SyriacHistoricalWritingASurveyOfTheMainSources/BrockSyriacHistoricalWriting#page/n13/mode/1up) on page 14 of
the following:


S. P. Brock (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=16), “Syriac Historical Writing: A Survey of the Main Sources” (/bibliography/1147849007),
Journal of the Iraq Academy, Syriac Corporation, vol. 5, pp. 1-30, 1979.


See Brock's discussion here
(http://archive.org/stream/SyriacSourcesForSeventhCenturyHistory/BrockSyriacSourcesForSeventhCenturyHistory#page/n2/mode/1up) on page
21 of the following:


S. P. Brock (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=16), “Syriac Sources for Seventh-Century History” (/bibliography/1655052241), Byzantine and
Modern Greek Studies, vol. 2, pp. 17-36, 1976.


 


DIONYSIOS OF TEL MAHRE
Syrian Orthodox Patriarch from 818–845, he recorded an Ecclesiastical History covering 582–842 CE. While longer excerpts have been incorprated into
the works of Michael the Syrian, one fragmant is to be found edited with the works of Pseudo-Zecharias Rhetor.


E. W. Brooks (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=175), Ed., Historia ecclesiastica Zachariae rhetori vulgo adscripta (I) (/bibliography/941893020), vol.
1, 2 vol. Louvain: L. Durbecq, 1919.


Text pp. 219-24
(https://archive.org/stream/BrooksHistoriaEcclesiasticaZachariaeRhetoriVulgoAdscriptaText2/brooks%20historia%20ecclesiastica%20zachariae


E. W. Brooks (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=175), Ed., Historia Ecclesiastica Zachariae Rhetori Vulgo Adscripta II [Versio]
(/bibliography/1375249944), vol. 2, 2 vol. Louvain: L. Durbecq, 1924.


Latin translation pp. 149-54
(https://archive.org/stream/HistoriaEcclesiasticaZachariaeRhetoriVulgoAdscriptaIIVersioCSCO88OCR/Historia%20Ecclesiastica%20Zachariae%2


See Brock's discussion here
(https://archive.org/stream/SyriacHistoricalWritingASurveyOfTheMainSources/BrockSyriacHistoricalWriting#page/n13/mode/2up) on pages 14-15
of the following:


S. P. Brock (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=16), “Syriac Historical Writing: A Survey of the Main Sources” (/bibliography/1147849007),
Journal of the Iraq Academy, Syriac Corporation, vol. 5, pp. 1-30, 1979.


 


MICHAEL THE SYRIAN (D. 1199)
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French Translation
J. - B. Chabot (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=200), Chronique de Michel le Syrien, patriarche jacobite d'Antioche, 1166-1199
(/bibliography/903151992), vol. 1, 4 vol. Paris: E. Leroux, 1899.
J. - B. Chabot (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=200), Chronique de Michel le Syrien, patriarche jacobite d'Antioche, 1166-1199
(/bibliography/468240276), vol. 2, 4 vol. Paris: E. Leroux, 1901.
J. - B. Chabot (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=200), Chronique de Michel le Syrien, patriarche jacobite d'Antioche, 1166-1199
(/bibliography/306051211), vol. 3, 4 vol. Paris: E. Leroux, 1905.


Text
J. - B. Chabot (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=200), Ed., Chronique de Michel le Syrien, patriarche jacobite d'Antioche, 1166-1199
(/bibliography/1690101913), vol. 4, 4 vol. Paris: E. Leroux, 1963.


Michael the Syrian in Armenian
Text


Patriarch Ishaq (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=202), Ed., Zhamanakagrutʻiwn Teaṛn Mikhayēli Asorwotsʻ Patriarkʻi : haneal i hnagoyn
grchʻagrē (/bibliography/2137423896). Jerusalem: Tparani Srbotsʻ Yakovbeantsʻ, 1871.


French Translation
V. Langlois (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=203), Ed., Chronique de Michel le Grand, Patriarche des syriens Jacobites, traduite pour la
première fois sur la version arménienne du Prêtre Ischôk (/bibliography/2047104966). Venice: Academy of Saint Lazarus, 1868.


English Translation
R. Bedrosian (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=204), Ed., The Chronicle of Michael the Great, Patriarch of the Syrians
(/bibliography/399358157). Long Branch, 2013.


Drawing on other-lost works (e.g., the chronicles of Dionysios of Tell Mahre, John of Litarba and Jacob of Edessa) and at times confusing to use (there
are three columns to navigate, each with a different focus), for medieval historians Michael the Syrian represents the most important of all Syriac
chronicles.  The Syriac text was published in volume 4 of Chabot's edition and translation; it was a reproduction of a hand-written copy based on an
early modern, complete, copy of Michael that is now held in the Church of the Edessenes in Hayy al-Suryan in Aleppo.  The scribe that Chabot had copy
out the work did a remarkable job at reproducing this manuscript, but the Syriac text can nevertheless at times be very difficult to make out.  Recently,
HMML, Gorgias Press, and the Bishop of Aleppo joined forces to produce a facsimile edition of the Aleppo copy of Michael, the publication of which
was a landmark.  Arabic translations of Michael also exist, most importantly perhaps in the Christian village of Sadad in Syria, and it has been
suggested that the Aleppo copy of Michael may or may not actually represent the entirety of Michael's original text--there may be sections which have
been omitted or lost; studying the Syriac alongside the Arabic (which remains unpublished, but there are plans to put out a facsimile of the Arabic as
well) may be able to help resolve this question.


See Brock's discussion here
(http://archive.org/stream/SyriacHistoricalWritingASurveyOfTheMainSources/BrockSyriacHistoricalWriting#page/n14/mode/1up) from pages 15-
17 of the following:


S. P. Brock (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=16), “Syriac Historical Writing: A Survey of the Main Sources” (/bibliography/1147849007),
Journal of the Iraq Academy, Syriac Corporation, vol. 5, pp. 1-30, 1979.


See Brock's discussion here
(http://archive.org/stream/SyriacSourcesForSeventhCenturyHistory/BrockSyriacSourcesForSeventhCenturyHistory#page/n2/mode/1up) from
pages 21-22 of the following:


S. P. Brock (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=16), “Syriac Sources for Seventh-Century History” (/bibliography/1655052241), Byzantine and
Modern Greek Studies, vol. 2, pp. 17-36, 1976.


For a comprehensive outline of the Chronicle of Michael the Syrian can be found at syri.ac:
M. Reed (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=185), “Michael the Syrian” (/bibliography/1989097199). 2016.


 


CHRONICON AD ANNUM 1234
Syriac


I. A. Barsoum (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=201) and Chabot, J. - B. (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=200), Eds., Chronicon anonymi
auctoris ad annum Christi 1234 pertinens [textus] (/bibliography/872534980), vol. 1, 2 vol. Louvain: L. Durbecq, 1920.


Secular history begins in volume 1, here (http://archive.org/stream/chroniconanonymi01chab#page/n327/mode/1up).
J. - B. Chabot (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=200), Ed., Chronicon anonymi auctoris ad annum Christi 1234 pertinens
(/bibliography/700833157). Louvain: L. Durbecq, 1917.


Ecclesiastical history begins in volume 2, here
(http://archive.org/stream/ChroniconAdAnnumChristi1234PertinensVolume2/Chronicon1234ChabotVol2#page/n123/mode/1up).


Latin Translation
J. - B. Chabot (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=200), Chronicon anonymi auctoris ad annum Christi 1234 pertinens
(/bibliography/1218782262), vol. 2, 2 vol. Louvain: L. Durbecq, 1937.


See Brock's discussion here
(http://archive.org/stream/SyriacHistoricalWritingASurveyOfTheMainSources/BrockSyriacHistoricalWriting#page/n16/mode/1up) on pp. 17-18
from the following:


S. P. Brock (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=16), “Syriac Historical Writing: A Survey of the Main Sources” (/bibliography/1147849007),
Journal of the Iraq Academy, Syriac Corporation, vol. 5, pp. 1-30, 1979.


See Brock's discussion here
(http://archive.org/stream/SyriacSourcesForSeventhCenturyHistory/BrockSyriacSourcesForSeventhCenturyHistory#page/n3/mode/1up) on p. 22
from the following:


S. P. Brock (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=16), “Syriac Sources for Seventh-Century History” (/bibliography/1655052241), Byzantine and
Modern Greek Studies, vol. 2, pp. 17-36, 1976.
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BAR HEBRAEUS (D. 1286)


CHRONICON
P. Bedjan (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=205), Ed., Gregorii Barhebræi Chronicon Syriacum e codd. mss. emendatum ac punctis vocalibus
adnotationibusque locupletatum (/bibliography/1781179469). Paris: Maisonneuve, 1890.
E. A. W. Budge (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=179), Ed., The Chronography of Gregory Abû'l Faraj, the Son of Aaron, the Hebrew Physician,
Commonly Known as Bar Hebraeus: Being the First Part of his Political History of the Word: Translated from the Syriac
(/bibliography/995575406), 2 vol. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1932.


Budge’s English translation  (http://hollisclassic.harvard.edu/F/?func=find-b&amp;find_code=SYS&amp;request=003830605)is not yet
available in the public domain, but it has been transcribed
(http://www.syriacstudies.com/AFSS/Syriac_Books_in_English/Entries/2009/9/30_Bar_Hebraeus_Chronography.html). NB: He translated from
Bedjan, but photolithographically reproduced (in reverse negative) a different MS.


See Brock's discussion here
(http://archive.org/stream/SyriacHistoricalWritingASurveyOfTheMainSources/BrockSyriacHistoricalWriting#page/n18/mode/1up) on pages 19-20
from the following:


S. P. Brock (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=16), “Syriac Historical Writing: A Survey of the Main Sources” (/bibliography/1147849007),
Journal of the Iraq Academy, Syriac Corporation, vol. 5, pp. 1-30, 1979.


See Brock's discussion here
(http://archive.org/stream/SyriacSourcesForSeventhCenturyHistory/BrockSyriacSourcesForSeventhCenturyHistory#page/n3/mode/1up) on page
23 from the following:


S. P. Brock (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=16), “Syriac Sources for Seventh-Century History” (/bibliography/1655052241), Byzantine and
Modern Greek Studies, vol. 2, pp. 17-36, 1976.


A more thorough analysis of the Chronicon can be found at the following:
M. Reed (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=185), Ed., “Chronicles of Bar Hebraeus” (/bibliography/1559094992). 2016.


 


ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY
Syriac Text


J. - B. Abbeloos (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=206) and Lamy, T. J. (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=207), Eds., Gregorii Barhebraei
Chronicon ecclesiasticum (/bibliography/359975574), vol. 1, 3 vol. Louvain: Peeters, 1872.
J. - B. Abbeloos (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=206) and Lamy, T. J. (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=207), Eds., Gregorii Barhebraei
Chronicon ecclesiasticum (/bibliography/1084002234), vol. 2, 3 vol. Paris/Louvain: Maisonneuve/Peeters, 1874.
J. - B. Abbeloos (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=206) and Lamy, T. J. (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=207), Eds., Gregorii Barhebræi
Chronicon ecclesiasticum (/bibliography/1362152073), vol. 3, 3 vol. Paris/Louvain: Maisonneuve/Peeters, 1877.


This edition has typos in it. The edition in the Oriental Institute in Oxford is the personal copy of Mrs. Margoliouth and you can read her emendations
in the side margins if you have access to it. (It would be nice to have a scan of those!) UPenn has Nöldeke’s personal copy and you can similarly read his
emendations there if you have access to it; somebody, however, rebound the book and, tragically, cut the margins, so some of Nöldeke’s corrections
have been lost.


See Brock's discussion here
(http://archive.org/stream/SyriacHistoricalWritingASurveyOfTheMainSources/BrockSyriacHistoricalWriting#page/n18/mode/1up) on pp. 19-20 in
the following:


S. P. Brock (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=16), “Syriac Historical Writing: A Survey of the Main Sources” (/bibliography/1147849007),
Journal of the Iraq Academy, Syriac Corporation, vol. 5, pp. 1-30, 1979.


See Brock's discussion here
(http://archive.org/stream/SyriacSourcesForSeventhCenturyHistory/BrockSyriacSourcesForSeventhCenturyHistory#page/n3/mode/1up) on pp. 22-
23 in the following:


S. P. Brock (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=16), “Syriac Sources for Seventh-Century History” (/bibliography/1655052241), Byzantine and
Modern Greek Studies, vol. 2, pp. 17-36, 1976.


A more thorough analysis of the Ecclesiastical History can be found at the following:
M. Reed (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=185), Ed., “Chronicles of Bar Hebraeus” (/bibliography/1559094992). 2016.


 


EARLIER EDITIONS:


E. Pocock (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=208), Ed., Specimen historiae Arabum, sive, Gregorii Abul Farajii Malatiensis : de origine & moribus
Arabum succincta narratio, in linguam Latinam conversa, notisque è probatisimis apud ipsos authoribus, fufiùs illustrata
(/bibliography/906338080). Oxford: H. Hall, 1650. 
J. White (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=154), Ed., Specimen Historiae arabum; auctore Edvardo Pocockio, accessit Historia Veterum Arabum ex
Abu'l Feda: Cura Antonii I. Sylvestre de Sacy (/bibliography/1500183902). Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1806.
P. J. Bruns (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=209) and Kirsch, G. W. (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=1892), Eds., Gregorii Abulpharagii sive Bar-
Hebraei Chronicon Syriacum [Versio] (/bibliography/358287611), vol. 1, 2 vol. Leipzig: A.F. Boehmium, 1789. 
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It is good to have access to these older editions; if you use the Thesaurus Syriacus or certain older works, they will cite these editions rather than the
newer ones. They are useful to know about for the purpose of tracking down references.


 


TARIKH MUKHTASAR AL-DUWAL--COMPENDIOUS HISTORY OF THE DYNASTIES 


A. Salihani (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=211), Ed., Tarikh mukhtasar al-duwal (/bibliography/819290515). Beirut, 1890. 


This is another historical work by Bar Hebraeus which differs from his Syriac ecclesiastical and secular histories and which contains material found in
neither of these. (with thanks to Jan van Ginkel).


EARLIER EDITION:


E. Pocock (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=208), Ed., Historia Compendiosa Dynastarium (/bibliography/1464266367). Oxford: H. Hall, 1663.


 


CONTINUATORS OF BAR HEBRAEUS


SECULAR HISTORY:
P. Bedjan (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=205), Ed., Gregorii Barhebræi Chronicon Syriacum e codd. mss. emendatum ac punctis vocalibus
adnotationibusque locupletatum (/bibliography/1781179469). Paris: Maisonneuve, 1890.


pp. 557–599 (http://archive.org/stream/ketabademadatbez00barhuoft#page/43/mode/1up).


ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY:
J. - B. Abbeloos (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=206) and Lamy, T. J. (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=207), Eds., Gregorii Barhebraei Chronicon
ecclesiasticum (/bibliography/1084002234), vol. 2, 3 vol. Paris/Louvain: Maisonneuve/Peeters, 1874.


See II. (http://archive.org/stream/BarHebraeusChroniconEcclesiasticumVol.2#page/n231/mode/1up)cols. 781–846
(http://archive.org/stream/BarHebraeusChroniconEcclesiasticumVol.2#page/n231/mode/1up) (up to 1485). 


See Brock's discussion of the Continuators here
(http://archive.org/stream/SyriacHistoricalWritingASurveyOfTheMainSources/BrockSyriacHistoricalWriting#page/n18/mode/1up) on pp. 19-21
from the following:


S. P. Brock (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=16), “Syriac Historical Writing: A Survey of the Main Sources” (/bibliography/1147849007),
Journal of the Iraq Academy, Syriac Corporation, vol. 5, pp. 1-30, 1979.


 


RELATED WEST SYRIAN MATERIAL:
J. - B. Chabot (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=200), Ed., Documenta ad origenes monophysitarum illustrandas (/bibliography/320122154).
Louvain: L. Durbecq, 1907.


 


 


EAST SYRIAN


BARHADBSHABBA 'ARBAYA, ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY (PROBABLY LATE 6TH CENTURY)
F. Nau (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=133), Ed., “La seconde partie de l’histoire de Barḥadbešabba ‘Arbaïa et controverse de Théodore de
Mopsueste avec les Macédoniens” (/bibliography/1539017335), in Patrologia Orientalis, Paris: Firmin-Didot, 1913, pp. 177-343.
F. Nau (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=133), Ed., “La première partie de l’histoire de Barḥadbešabba ‘Arbaïa” (/bibliography/531064509), in
Patrologia Orientalis, Paris: Firmin-Didot, 1932, pp. 177-343.
See Brock's discussion here
(http://archive.org/stream/SyriacHistoricalWritingASurveyOfTheMainSources/BrockSyriacHistoricalWriting#page/n20/mode/1up) on pp. 21-22 in
the following:


S. P. Brock (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=16), “Syriac Historical Writing: A Survey of the Main Sources” (/bibliography/1147849007),
Journal of the Iraq Academy, Syriac Corporation, vol. 5, pp. 1-30, 1979.


 


HISTORY OF KARKA D-BETH SLOKH (6TH CENT.)
P. Bedjan (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=205), Ed., Acta Martyrum et Sanctorum: Tomus Secundus (/bibliography/521577671), vol. 2, 7 vol.
Leipzig: Otto Harrassowitz, 1891.


2:507–535
(http://archive.org/stream/ActaMartyrumEtSanctorumvolume4Ed.PaulBedjan/BedjanActaMartyrumEtSanctorumV2#page/n183/mode/1up)
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See Brock's discussion here
(http://archive.org/stream/SyriacHistoricalWritingASurveyOfTheMainSources/BrockSyriacHistoricalWriting#page/n21/mode/1up) on pp. 22-23 of
the following:


S. P. Brock (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=16), “Syriac Historical Writing: A Survey of the Main Sources” (/bibliography/1147849007),
Journal of the Iraq Academy, Syriac Corporation, vol. 5, pp. 1-30, 1979.


 


CHRONICLE OF ARBELA / CHRONICLE OF MSHIHA ZKA
A. Mingana (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=104), Ed., Mšiḥa-Zkha (texte et traduction); Bar-Penkayé (texte) (/bibliography/50638387). Leipzig:
Otto Harrassowitz, 1908.


Syriac text begins here
(http://archive.org/stream/SourcesSyriaquesVol.1AlphonseMingana/MinganaSourcesSyriaquesVol.1#page/n8/mode/1up) 
French translation begins here
(http://archive.org/stream/SourcesSyriaquesVol.1AlphonseMingana/MinganaSourcesSyriaquesVol.1#page/n46/mode/1up)


This is a controversial East Syrian Chronicle; with a somewhat obscure and mysterious manuscript history, Fiey accused Mingana (posthumously) of
having fabricated the entire text.  More recent research has taken the edge off of some of Fiey's sharp criticisms and suggested that it be seen as a
medieval compilation which has earlier material at its core.  See especially the following:


C. Jullien (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=212) and Jullien, F. (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=213), “La Chronique d’Arbèles. Propositions pour
la fin d’une controverse” (/bibliography/1653131555), Oriens Christianus, vol. 85, pp. 41-83, 2001.
See also Brock's discussion here
(http://archive.org/stream/SyriacHistoricalWritingASurveyOfTheMainSources/BrockSyriacHistoricalWriting#page/n22/mode/1up) on pp. 23-25 of
the following:


S. P. Brock (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=16), “Syriac Historical Writing: A Survey of the Main Sources” (/bibliography/1147849007),
Journal of the Iraq Academy, Syriac Corporation, vol. 5, pp. 1-30, 1979.


 


KHUZISTAN CHRONICLE (7TH CENT.)
I. Guidi (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=191), Ed., Chronica Minora [Text] (/bibliography/1308937295). Leipzig: Otto Harrassowitz, 1903.


pp. 15–39 (Syriac text) (http://archive.org/stream/chronicaminorapa00guid#page/672/mode/2up)
I. Guidi (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=191), Ed., Chronica Minora [Translation] (/bibliography/1058362982). Leipzig: Otto Harrassowitz, 1903.


pp. 15–32 (Latin translation) (http://archive.org/stream/chronicaminorapa00guid#page/14/mode/2up).


This is also referred to as "Guidi's Chronicle", or "the Anonymous Chronicle".


See Brock's discussion here
(http://archive.org/stream/SyriacHistoricalWritingASurveyOfTheMainSources/BrockSyriacHistoricalWriting#page/n24/mode/1up) on page 25 of
the following:


S. P. Brock (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=16), “Syriac Historical Writing: A Survey of the Main Sources” (/bibliography/1147849007),
Journal of the Iraq Academy, Syriac Corporation, vol. 5, pp. 1-30, 1979.


See Brock's discussion here
(http://archive.org/stream/SyriacSourcesForSeventhCenturyHistory/BrockSyriacSourcesForSeventhCenturyHistory#page/n3/mode/1up) on pages
23-24 of the following:


S. P. Brock (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=16), “Syriac Sources for Seventh-Century History” (/bibliography/1655052241), Byzantine and
Modern Greek Studies, vol. 2, pp. 17-36, 1976.


 


JOHN OF PHENEK, KTABA D-RISH MELLE (LATE 7TH CENT.)
A. Mingana (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=104), Ed., Mšiḥa-Zkha (texte et traduction); Bar-Penkayé (texte) (/bibliography/50638387). Leipzig:
Otto Harrassowitz, 1908. 


Syriac (http://archive.org/stream/SourcesSyriaquesVol.1AlphonseMingana/MinganaSourcesSyriaquesVol.1#page/n148/mode/1up) 
French translation
(http://archive.org/stream/SourcesSyriaquesVol.1AlphonseMingana/MinganaSourcesSyriaquesVol.1#page/n234/mode/1up)


See Brock's discussion here
(http://archive.org/stream/SyriacHistoricalWritingASurveyOfTheMainSources/BrockSyriacHistoricalWriting#page/n25/mode/1up) on p. 26 of the
following:


S. P. Brock (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=16), “Syriac Historical Writing: A Survey of the Main Sources” (/bibliography/1147849007),
Journal of the Iraq Academy, Syriac Corporation, vol. 5, pp. 1-30, 1979. 


See Brock's discussion here
(http://archive.org/stream/SyriacSourcesForSeventhCenturyHistory/BrockSyriacSourcesForSeventhCenturyHistory#page/n4/mode/1up) on p. 24 of
the following:


S. P. Brock (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=16), “Syriac Sources for Seventh-Century History” (/bibliography/1655052241), Byzantine and
Modern Greek Studies, vol. 2, pp. 17-36, 1976.
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HISTORY OF THE MONASTERY OF BETH QOQA
A. Mingana (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=104), Ed., Mšiḥa-Zkha (texte et traduction); Bar-Penkayé (texte) (/bibliography/50638387). Leipzig:
Otto Harrassowitz, 1908.


Syriac (http://archive.org/stream/SourcesSyriaquesVol.1AlphonseMingana/MinganaSourcesSyriaquesVol.1#page/n93/mode/1up) 
French translation
(http://archive.org/stream/SourcesSyriaquesVol.1AlphonseMingana/MinganaSourcesSyriaquesVol.1#page/n118/mode/1up)


See Brock's discussion here
(http://archive.org/stream/SyriacSourcesForSeventhCenturyHistory/BrockSyriacSourcesForSeventhCenturyHistory#page/n5/mode/1up) on p. 26 of
the following:


S. P. Brock (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=16), “Syriac Historical Writing: A Survey of the Main Sources” (/bibliography/1147849007),
Journal of the Iraq Academy, Syriac Corporation, vol. 5, pp. 1-30, 1979.


 


THOMAS OF MARGA, BOOK OF ABBOTS OR HISTORIA MONASTICA (840)
P. Bedjan (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=205), Ed., Liber superiorum, seu Historia Monastica, auctore Thoma, Episcopo Margensi. Liber
Fundatorum Monasteriorum in regno Persarum et Arabum. Homiliae Mar-Narsetis in Joseph. Documenta Patrum de quibusdam verae fidei
dogmatibus (/bibliography/753379645). Paris; Leipzig: Otto Harrassowitz, 1901.
E. A. W. Budge (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=179), Ed., The Book of Governors: The Historia Monastica of Thomas, Bishop of Margâ A.D. 840,
Edited from Syriac Manuscripts in the British Museum and Other Libraries [Textus] (/bibliography/1769474109), vol. 1, 2 vol. London: Kegan, Paul,
Trench, Trübner & Co., 1893.
E. A. W. Budge (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=179), Ed., The Book of Governors: The Historia Monastica of Thomas, Bishop of Margâ A.D. 840,
Edited from Syriac Manuscripts in the British Museum and Other Libraries [Versio] (/bibliography/506860294), vol. 2, 2 vol. London: Kegan, Paul,
Trench, Trübner, and co., 1893.
See Brock's discussion here
(http://archive.org/stream/SyriacSourcesForSeventhCenturyHistory/BrockSyriacSourcesForSeventhCenturyHistory#page/n5/mode/1up) on pp. 26-
27 of the following


S. P. Brock (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=16), “Syriac Historical Writing: A Survey of the Main Sources” (/bibliography/1147849007),
Journal of the Iraq Academy, Syriac Corporation, vol. 5, pp. 1-30, 1979.


M. Reed (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=185), “Thomas of Marga” (/bibliography/361986539). 2015.


 


ISHO‘DNAH OF BASRA, LIBER CASTITATIS (860S)
J. - B. Chabot (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=200), “Le livre de la Chasteté composé par Jésusdenah, Évêque de Baçrah”
(/bibliography/559763560), École Française de Rome. Mélanges d'archéologie et d'histoire, vol. 16, pp. 225-292, 1896.


Pp. 1–80 (Syriac (https://archive.org/stream/lelivredelachast00ishduoft#page/n159/mode/2up)) 
Pp. 225–291 (French translation (https://archive.org/stream/lelivredelachast00ishduoft#page/n5/mode/2up))


P. Bedjan (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=205), Ed., Liber superiorum, seu Historia Monastica, auctore Thoma, Episcopo Margensi. Liber
Fundatorum Monasteriorum in regno Persarum et Arabum. Homiliae Mar-Narsetis in Joseph. Documenta Patrum de quibusdam verae fidei
dogmatibus (/bibliography/753379645). Paris; Leipzig: Otto Harrassowitz, 1901.


Pp.  439–517
(http://archive.org/stream/LiberSuperiorumVariousWorksInSyriac/Liber_superiorum_various_works_in_Syriac#page/n471/mode/2up).


See Brock's discussion here
(http://archive.org/stream/SyriacSourcesForSeventhCenturyHistory/BrockSyriacSourcesForSeventhCenturyHistory#page/n5/mode/1up) on pp. 26-
27 of the following:


S. P. Brock (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=16), “Syriac Historical Writing: A Survey of the Main Sources” (/bibliography/1147849007),
Journal of the Iraq Academy, Syriac Corporation, vol. 5, pp. 1-30, 1979.


M. Reed (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=185), “Isho'dnah” (/bibliography/678480425). 2015.


 


CHRONICLE OF SEERT (1036)
A. Scher (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=168), “Histoire Nestorienne Inédite (Chronique de Séert): Premère partie (I)” (/bibliography/1136322762),
in Patrologia Orientalis, Paris: Firmin-Didot, 1908, pp. 213-312.
A. Scher (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=168), “Histoire Nestorienne Inédite (Chronique de Séert): Premère partie (II)” (/bibliography/685518665),
in Patrologia Orientalis, Paris: Firmin-Didot, 1910, pp. 217-344.
A. Scher (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=168), “Histoire Nestorienne Inédite (Chronique de Séert): Seconde partie (I)” (/bibliography/337607498),
in Patrologia Orientalis, Paris: Firmin-Didot, 1911, pp. 95-203.
A. Scher (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=168), “Histoire Nestorienne Inédite (Chronique de Séert): Seconde partie (II)”
(/bibliography/2134487743), in Patrologia Orientalis, Paris: Firmin-Didot, 1919, pp. 435-639.


All four fascicles combined into a single file can be found here (https://archive.org/details/ScherChronicleOfSeertcombined1) 
See Brock's discussion of the Chronicle of Seert's relationship to the lost Ecclesiastical History of Daniel Bar Maryam
(http://archive.org/stream/SyriacSourcesForSeventhCenturyHistory/BrockSyriacSourcesForSeventhCenturyHistory#page/n4/mode/1up) and to
the Liber Castitatis
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(http://archive.org/stream/SyriacSourcesForSeventhCenturyHistory/BrockSyriacSourcesForSeventhCenturyHistory#page/n5/mode/1up) on pp. 25-27
of the following:


S. P. Brock (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=16), “Syriac Historical Writing: A Survey of the Main Sources” (/bibliography/1147849007),
Journal of the Iraq Academy, Syriac Corporation, vol. 5, pp. 1-30, 1979.


M. Reed (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=185), Ed., “Chronicle of Seert” (/bibliography/497764434). 2016.


MUKHTASAR AL-AKHBAR AL-BI'IYYA
In 2000, Fr. Butrus Haddad published a newly-discovered Arabic chronicle which is related to the Chronicle of Seert


B. Haddad (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=214), Ed., Mukhtasar al-akhbar al-bi'iyya (/bibliography/2089980181). Baghdad: Sharikat al-
Dīwān lil-Ṭibāʻah, 2000.


 


ELIAS OF NISIBIS (D. 1046), OPUS CHRONOLOGICUM
E. W. Brooks (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=175) and Chabot, J. - B. (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=200), Eds., Eliae metropolitae Nisibeni opus
chronologicum [Textus] (/bibliography/146659893), vol. 1, 2 vol. Leipzig; Paris: Otto Harrassowitz, 1909.
E. W. Brooks (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=175) and Chabot, J. - B. (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=200), Eds., Eliae metropolitae Nisibeni opus
chronologicum II [Textus] (/bibliography/240700070), vol. 1, 2 vol. Leipzig; Paris: Otto Harrassowitz, 1910.
L. J. Delaporte (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=215), Ed., La Chronographie d'Élie bar-Šinaya (/bibliography/1890062047). Paris: H. Champion,
1910.


French translation (http://archive.org/details/LaChronographieDelieBarShinaya)
See Brock's discussion here
(http://archive.org/stream/SyriacHistoricalWritingASurveyOfTheMainSources/BrockSyriacHistoricalWriting#page/n25/mode/1up) on pp. 26-27 of
the following:


S. P. Brock (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=16), “Syriac Historical Writing: A Survey of the Main Sources” (/bibliography/1147849007),
Journal of the Iraq Academy, Syriac Corporation, vol. 5, pp. 1-30, 1979.


See Brock's discussion here
(http://archive.org/stream/SyriacSourcesForSeventhCenturyHistory/BrockSyriacSourcesForSeventhCenturyHistory#page/n4/mode/1up) on pp. 24-
25 of the following:


S. P. Brock (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=16), “Syriac Sources for Seventh-Century History” (/bibliography/1655052241), Byzantine and
Modern Greek Studies, vol. 2, pp. 17-36, 1976.


 


BOOK OF THE TOWER / KITAB AL-MAJDAL
H. Gismondi (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=216), Maris Amri et Slibae de patriarchis nestorianorum commentaria ex codicibus vaticanis
(/bibliography/411940841), vol. 1, 2 vol. Rome: C. de Luigi, 1899.
H. Gismondi (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=216), Maris Amri et Slibae de patriarchis nestorianorum commentaria ex codicibus vaticanis
(/bibliography/1559619129), vol. 2, 2 vol. Rome: C. de Luigi, 1899.


 


RELATED CHRONICLES


SEVEROS B. AL-MUQAFFA', HISTORY OF THE PATRIARCHS OF ALEXANDRIA
History of the Patriarchs of Alexandria


B. Evetts (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=217), Ed., “History of the Patriarchs of the Coptic Church of Alexandria I: Saint Mark to Theonas
(300)” (/bibliography/273350772), in Patrologia Orientalis, Paris: Firmin-Didot, 1907, pp. 101-214.
B. Evetts (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=217), Ed., “History of the Patriarchs of the Coptic Church of Alexandria II: Peter I to Benjamin I
(661)” (/bibliography/901173488), in Patrologia Orientalis, Paris: Firmin-Didot, 1907, pp. 383-518.
B. Evetts (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=217), Ed., “History of the Patriarchs of the Coptic Church of Alexandria III: Agathon to Michael I
(766)” (/bibliography/1367515887), in Patrologia Orientalis, Paris: Firmin-Didot, 1907, pp. 1-215.
B. Evetts (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=217), Ed., “History of the Patriarchs of the Coptic Church of Alexandria IV: Mennas I to Joseph
(849)” (/bibliography/873379946), in Patrologia Orientalis, Paris: Firmin-Didot, 1915, pp. 359-549. 


C. F. Seybold (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=218), Ed., Historia Patriarchorum Alexandrinorum (/bibliography/1443450213). Leipzig: Otto
Harrassowitz, 1904.


The text is found here (http://archive.org/stream/historiapatriarc01swru#page/n6/mode/2up).


Though the focus of Severos' history is the leadership of the non-Chalcedonian church of Egypt, it nevertheless contains important information about
relations between the Egyptian and Syrian churches and is an important source for students of Syriac literature and history. Roger Pearse has a good
overview of Severos' life and work:


R. Pearse (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=219), “Severus of Al'Ashmunein (=Hermopolis), History of the Patriarchs of the Coptic church of
Alexandria. Preface to the online edition” (/bibliography/1012489246). 2005.
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JOHN, BISHOP OF NIKIU, CHRONICLE
R. H. Charles (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=220), Ed., The Chronicle of John (c. 690 A.D.), Coptic Bishop of Nikiu: Being a History of Egypt
Before and During the Arab Conquest, Translated from Hermann Zotenberg's Edition of the Ethiopic Version . . . (/bibliography/1663562088)
London: Williams & Norgate, 1916.
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JOURNALS (HTTP://SYRI.AC/JOURNALS) LEXICA, DICTIONARIES, AND GLOSSARIES (HTTP://SYRI.AC/LEXICA)


MANUSCRIPT CATALOGS (HTTP://SYRI.AC/MANUSCRIPTS) MAPS AND GEOGRAPHY (HTTP://SYRI.AC/MAPS)


MICHAEL THE SYRIAN (HTTP://SYRI.AC/MICHAELSYRIAN) NARSAI (HTTP://SYRI.AC/NARSAI)


NEW TESTAMENT APOCRYPHA (HTTP://SYRI.AC/NTAPOCRYPHA) OLD TESTAMENT PSEUDEPIGRAPHA (/OTPSEUDEPIGRAPHA)


SYNODICON ORIENTALE (HTTP://SYRI.AC/SYNODICONORIENTALE) THOMAS OF MARGA (HTTP://SYRI.AC/THOMASOFMARGA)


HISTORIES OF SYRIAC LITERATURE


WORKS CITED (HTTP://SYRI.AC/BIBLIOGRAPHY?F[KEYWORD]=18)


A NOTE TO READERS
On this page we have attempted to collect all the major histories of Syriac literature. The most comprehensive history is without a doubt A.
Baumstark (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=234), Geschichte der syrischen Literatur, mit Ausschluss der christlich-palästinensischen Texte
(/bibliography/30048737). Bonn: A. Marcus and E. Webers, 1922.. Baumstark, however, can be quite forbidding to use: his German is difficult
and obscure, even for native speakers, and his system of abbreviations will seem arcane and confusing at first. However, Baumstark's
exhaustive knowledge of primary sources and manuscript collections in both Europe and the Middle East has been matched by very few
scholars in the history of Syriac scholarship. At some point, any serious research on a Syriac topic will lead to Baumstark's Geschichte.


Baumstark died in 1948, leaving behind a personal copy of his Geschichte with extensive annotations, presumably in preparation for a new
edition. Unfortunately, these notes proved to be practically impossible to decipher. For this reason, a second edition of his Geschichte has
never appeared. Nevertheless, in 1954, a short overview of Syriac literature by Baumstark and Rücker was published posthumously as part of
a handbook of oriental literature.  This short history should be consulted as a supplement to Baumstark's earlier, monumental work.


For the student just finding his or her legs in the field of Syriac studies, undoubtedly the best place to start is S. P. Brock (/bibliography?
f%5Bauthor%5D=16), A brief outline of Syriac literature (/bibliography/1322805889). Kottayam: St. Ephrem Ecumenical Research Institute,
1987.. As Dr. Brock has acknowledged, this work was originally produced and published somewhat in haste for a specific course for Syriac
students in Kerala, India. Nevertheless, it has become a minor classic and extremely useful to have at hand. Prior to its dissemination on the
web, this book was very difficult to find a copy of. Especially noteworthy are Brock's bibliographies on selected topics at the back of the Brief
Outline as well as his included selection of translations. These are often unavailable elsewhere even though some represent very important
passages: on, for instance, the topic of Greco-Syriac translations in antiquity.
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‘Abdisho‘ bar Brikha's Catalogue of Syriac Books, written perhaps in the fourteenth century, is an indispensable history of Syriac literature by a
someone within the tradition itself during the twilight of its classical period. 'Abdisho's catalogue is an invaluable witness to what books were
available in East Syrian circles in his day. A number of works he cites are no longer extant. Baumstark frequently cites 'Abidsho and uses the
abbreviation "('Ai)" followed by a paragraph number referring to Assemani's edition of the text (the only one ever produced) in the Bibliotheca
Orientalis.  Earlier than 'Abdisho' bar Brikha, the Chronicle of Seert, Michael the Syrian, and Bar Hebraeus also included precious details about
the history of Syriac literature in their chronicles. Each of these works has a corresponding page on syri.ac.


Assemani's Bibliotheca Orientalis stands at the root of Western scholarship on Syriac literature.   Assemani was a Maronite priest from
Lebanon who spent most of his life in Rome. The BO is a history of all of Syriac literature based largely on Assemani's meticulous and
painstaking reading of a huge number of manuscripts. Providing generous extracts and a remarkable synthesis of material, it is a monument
of careful scholarship and stands with William Wright's catalogue of Syriac in the British Museum  as one of the two greatest efforts in the
history of Syriac scholarship in the West. In fact, nearly 300 years after its publication, the BO contains texts that can still be found nowhere
else. Assemani's profound knowledge of the Syriac tradition has been matched by few since him. Importantly, Assemani was a scholar who
stood in two traditions of Syriac scholarship: the Middle Eastern and the European. His transfer of an insider's knowledge of the Syriac
tradition to the West was a fortuitous act which allowed Syriac scholarship to gain a solid footing in early modern Europe. Assemani was not
alone in this work: other Middle Eastern scholars made similar bridges between East and West, such as Moses of Mardin, Ibrahim al-Haqilani
(sc. Echellensis), and other members of the Assemani family. The Maronite College of Rome was a key point of this transmission. With the
publication of the BO, a critical mass of non-Biblical Syriac texts, along with accessible Latin translations, became newly available to European
scholars. At that time, and still today, just by reading the BO one can receive an education in the whole of Syriac literature.


The works by Bettiolo and Albert linked below are useful for quick orientations to major instrumenta in Syriac studies. Ortiz de Urbina's
Patrologia Siriaca,  even though now somewhat dated, provides an extremely useful overview of all the major Syriac authors and
instrumenta. An updated version of this work is currently a desideratum in Syriac studies. Duval's Littérature is old but nicely organized
according to topics (philosophical literature, ascetical literature, translations, etc.) and can be a good place to begin if you are interested in a
specific topic. Chabot's Littérature is little known and little used, but this neglect is unwarranted, since he can be useful for quick overviews of
individual authors.  The most recent major history of Syriac literature is Albert Abuna's, in Arabic.  Albuna is particularly invaluable for his
information about Middle Eastern scholarship into the twentieth century.  In general, there is an enormous amount of information to be
found in all of the histories below, and one can explore them all with great profit.


 


‘ABDISHO‘ BAR BRIKHA
J. S. Assemani (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=193), Bibliotheca Orientalis: De Scriptoribus Syris Nestorianis (/bibliography/301740808),
vol. 3.1. Rome: Sacred Congregation for the Propagation of the Faith, 1725.


'Abdisho' bar Brikha, Catalogue of Syriac Books (http://digitale-sammlungen.ulb.uni-bonn.de/ulbbn/content/pageview/140216)


At the root of all studies of the history of Syriac literature is the Catalogue of Books of the East Syrian 'Abdisho' bar Brikha (d. 1318). His work is
analogous to Photios' Bibliotheca or the Suda for the history of Greek literature and to Ibn al-Nadim for Arabic. He lists many works that are
now lost or fragmentary. His Catalog was first published (http://digitale-sammlungen.ulb.uni-bonn.de/ulbbn/content/pageview/140216) by
Assemani in the Bibliotheca Orientalis (see below). An English translation can be found here
(https://archive.org/stream/TheNestoriansAndTheirRituals/The_Nestorians_and_Their_Rituals#page/n395/mode/1up),  and this is an overview
(http://s2w.hbz-nrw.de/ulbbn/content/structure/33339) of the contents of this work.


ABUNA, ADAB AL-LUGHA AL-ARAMIYYA
A. Abuna (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=517), Adab al-lugha al-aramiyya (/bibliography/696479231), 2nd ed. Beirut: Dar al-Mashriq,
1996. 


This is little-known history of Syriac literature contains much valuable material and deserves to be wider-known and used.  It is the most
recently published major history of Syriac literature and Abuna gives good discussions of scholarship on a variety of issues, providing
generous bibliographic and manuscript information.  Especially important is the information Abuna gives on the history of more recently
Syriac scholarship in the Middle East, information not easily found anywhere else.


ALBERT, "LANGUE ET LITTÉRATURE"
M. Albert (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=518), “Langue et litterature syriaques” (/bibliography/1263102061), in Christianismes
orientaux: Introduction à l'étude des langues et des littératures, Paris: Éditions du Cerf, 1993, pp. 297–375.


Pp. 297-375. (http://archive.org/details/LangueEtLitteratureSyriaques)


An extremely useful and well-organized introduction to Syriac bibliography, literature, and instrumenta. In general, the volume from which it
is taken, Christianismes orientaux, is a wonderful resource, one which covers all the languages of the Christian Orient. It should be on the
bookshelf of any student interested in doing serious study of this subject.
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ASSEMANI, BIBLIOTHECA ORIENTALIS
S. E. Assemani, Bibliotheca Orientalis, 4 vols. in 3. (Rome, 1719–1728). (http://s2w.hbz-nrw.de/ulbbn/content/titleinfo/121369)


 (http://s2w.hbz-nrw.de/ulbbn/content/titleinfo/121369)J. S. Assemani (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=193), Ed., Bibliotheca
Orientalis (/bibliography/1848115005), vol. 1, 3 vol. Rome: Society for the Propagation of the Faith, 1719.
J. S. Assemani (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=193), Bibliotheca Orientalis: De Scriptoribus Syris Monophysitis
(/bibliography/1881442426), vol. 2, 3 vol. Rome: Society for the Propagation of the Faith, 1721.
J. S. Assemani (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=193), Bibliotheca Orientalis: De Scriptoribus Syris Nestorianis
(/bibliography/301740808), vol. 3.1. Rome: Sacred Congregation for the Propagation of the Faith, 1725.
J. S. Assemani (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=193), Bibliotheca Orientalis (/bibliography/161267559), vol. 3.2, 3 vol. Rome: Sacred
Congregation for the Propagation of the Faith, 1728.


The BO was and is a landmark in the history of Syriac scholarship in the West. If all philosophy is a footnote to Plato, as has been said, then at
some level, all Syriac scholarship is a footnote to (and expansion of) the amazing scholarship of Assemani. Hundreds of years after its
publication, there is still nothing quite like it. Some of the texts Assemani published (e.g., 'Abdisho's Catalogue of Syriac Books, mentioned
above) have never been superseded. A short account of Assemani's life was written in both Arabic
(https://archive.org/stream/SeriesChronologicaPatriarcharumAntioc/Series_chronologica_Patriarcharum_Antioc#page/n115/mode/2up) and Latin
(https://archive.org/stream/SeriesChronologicaPatriarcharumAntioc/Series_chronologica_Patriarcharum_Antioc#page/n11/mode/2up).


BAUMSTARK, GESCHICHTE
A. Baumstark (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=234), Geschichte der syrischen Literatur, mit Ausschluss der christlich-palästinensischen
Texte (/bibliography/30048737). Bonn: A. Marcus and E. Webers, 1922. 


Ninety years after its publication, this is still the standard history of Syriac literature. Baumstark’s mastery of information in Syriac
manuscript catalogs and his ability to piece together historical information from a variety of different sources was phenomenal. This book
represents a storehouse of knowledge. When investigating an author, however, one should be aware that catalogs had not yet appeared of
Mingana’s very important collection in Birmingham; therefore, Mingana’s indices should always be consulted, in addition to
Baumstark.  Baumstark also made use of catalogs by Scher of MSS collections in the Middle East which were destroyed or moved in the
context of the widespread massacres of the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. This means that MSS he cites from these collections
may not be there or may unfortunately no longer even exist. Desreumaux’s Repetoire should be consulted when trying to track down the
present location of these manuscripts.  HMML’s work cataloging the manuscript riches of Middle Eastern collections also offers the potential
for updating some entries in Baumstark (and perhaps adding a few more).  The New Finds at St Catherine’s, both fragments  and
full manuscripts , also are not reflected in Baumstark’s learned footnotes. New finds at Dayr al-Suryan also promise to add to our knowledge
of Syriac literature. See S. P. Brock (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=16) and Rompay, L. van (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=64), “The Syriac
Manuscripts of Deir al-Surian: Some first Impressions” (/bibliography/30496577), Newsletter of the Levantine Foundation, vol. 1, pp. 3-4, 2006..
 When he died, Baumstark left behind a copy of his Geschichte that was rich in marginal notes for a new edition; his handwriting, however,
was so difficult to decipher that no scholar has been able to read these notes and publish them.  Six years after he died, a brief history of
Syriac literature, which supplements and updates his immortal Geschichte was published as A. Baumstark (/bibliography?
f%5Bauthor%5D=234), Rücker, A. (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=250), and Spuler, B. (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=516), “Die syrische
Literatur” (/bibliography/2038726416), in Semitistik, Brill: Leiden, 1954, pp. 168-204..


BAUMSTARK, DIE CHRISTLICHEN LITERATUREN
A. Baumstark (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=234), Die christlichen Literaturen des Orients (/bibliography/207236526), vol. 1, 2 vol.
Leipzig: G.J. Göschen, 1911.
A. Baumstark (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=234), Die christlichen literaturen des Orients (/bibliography/1037847883), vol. 2, 2 vol.
Leipzig: Göschen, 1911. 


BARSOUM, SCATTERED PEARLS
A. Barsoum (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=522), The Scattered Pearls: A History of Syriac Literature and Sciences
(/bibliography/1621636910), 2nd ed. New York, 1965.


Barsoum had an extremely thorough knowledge of Syrian Orthodox manuscript collections in the Middle East, which is one of the strong suits
of this particular history of Syriac literature. And because of the digitization efforts of HMML, it is now possible to track down specific MSS
which Barsoum refers to.  The Arabic text can be found here (http://archive.org/details/Al-luluAl-manthurFiTarikhAl-ulumWa-l-adabAl-
suryaniyyatheScattered).


BETTIOLO, "LINEAMENTI"
P. Bettiolo (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=524), “Lineamenti di patrologia siriaca” (/bibliography/1498063853), in Complementi
interdisciplinari di patrologia, A. Quacquarelli (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=525), Ed. Rome: Città Nuova, 1969, pp. 503-603.


Pp. 503-603 (http://archive.org/details/LineamentiDiPatrologiaSiraca).
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BETTIOLO, "SYRIAC LITERATURE"
P. Bettiolo (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=524), “Syriac Literature” (/bibliography/166000620), in Patrology: The Eastern Fathers from the
Council of Chalcedon (451) to John of Damascus (750), vol. 5, A. Di Berardino (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=526), Walford, A.
(/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=527), and Quasten, J. (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=528), Eds. Cambridge: James Clarke, 2006, pp. 407-
490. 


Pp. 407–490 (https://archive.org/stream/SyriacLiterature/BettioloSyriacLiterature#page/n0/mode/1up).


These latter two are lesser known, yet still very useful overviews of Syriac language and literature. Bettiolo's article from 2006 is a translation
of an article he published in Italian in 2000 and represents the most recent bibliographic overview of Syriac literature that we are aware of.


BROCK, BRIEF OUTLINE
S. P. Brock (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=16), A brief outline of Syriac literature (/bibliography/1322805889). Kottayam: St. Ephrem
Ecumenical Research Institute, 1987. 


For newcomers to the history of Syriac literature, this hard-to-find and now out-of-print volume is a very helpful touchstone. It represents an
expert simplification of the major scholarly literary histories listed below. We have now linked to a version which has the entire Brief Outline.
We originally linked to a smaller version which did not have the chrestomathy of texts at the back of the volume; that version can still be
found here (https://archive.org/details/ABriefOutlineOfSyriacLiterature).


BROCKELMANN, GESCHICHTE
C. Brockelmann (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=100), Geschichte der christlichen Litteraturen des Orients (/bibliography/1546751396),
vol. 2. Leipzig: Amelangs Verlag, 1907.


Though surpassed by later work, this is worth having a look at, and can give useful overviews.


CHABOT, LITTÉRATURE SYRIAQUE
J. - B. Chabot (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=200), Littérature syriaque (/bibliography/442654021). Paris: Librarie Bloud et Gay, 1935. 


This history of Syriac literature is not as well known, but is nevertheless useful and concise.


DUVAL, LITTÉRATURE SYRIAQUE
R. Duval (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=99), La littérature syriaque (/bibliography/1584373405). Paris: Victor Lecoffre, 1907. 


ORTIZ DE URBINA, PATROLOGIA SYRIACA
I. O. de Urbina (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=247), Patrologia Syriaca (/bibliography/652704446). Rome: Pontifical Institute, 1958.


In Latin. Organized topically and extremely useful once one has figured out how to use it, even though it is now dated.


PEETERS, BHO
P. Peeters (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=254), Ed., Bibliotheca Hagiographica Orientalis (/bibliography/1537817436). Brussels: Society
of Bollandists, 1910. 


Although it has been surpassed by Fiey (http://www.csc.org.il/db/search.aspx?
db=SB&f1=fiey&f2=saints%20syriaques&f3=&fn1=Author&fn2=Title&fn3=&c1=and&c2=and&yf=&yt=) and the BSO
(http://www.csc.org.il/db/search.aspx?
db=SB&f1=Enciclopedia%20dei%20santi%20&f2=&f3=&fn1=Title&fn2=Title&fn3=&c1=and&c2=and&yf=&yt=), this classic work by Paul Peeters
remains a valuable store of information.


WRIGHT, SHORT HISTORY
W. Wright (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=126), A Short History of Syriac Literature (/bibliography/867104194). London: Black, 1894. 


Based on Wright's Encyclopedia Britannica article. The information on biblical versions is now dated and should not be relied upon, but
Wright is still very useful for later material. Strangely, Wright displays a dismissive and even hostile attitude to Syriac literature, describing it
as mediocre, at the beginning of this volume, even though he spent years of his life working with Syriac materials. J. Murray (/bibliography?
f%5Bauthor%5D=532), “Prof. William Wright [Obituary]” (/bibliography/648684289), The Academy, vol. 35, p. 378, 1889.. A long notice on his life
at “W. Wright [Obituary]” (/bibliography/1193592287), Trübner's Record, vol. 1, no. 1, pp. 93-95, 1889..
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FURTHER NOTES
The publication of the BO in Rome in the 18th century, as monumental as it was, proved to be only one piece of long and deep heritage of
Middle Eastern scholars working on Syriac subjects in the modern world. Figures such as Paul Bedjan, Alphonse Mingana, and
Philoxenos Dolabani are just three examples of the continuing study of Syriac literature on the ground in the region. For obvious
reasons, Western scholars are today often unaware of Middle Eastern publications on Syriac topics or, even if they are aware, they are
probably unable to access the books. Only a few collections in the US (such as the libraries of Harvard and Princeton universities) will
collect such rare Middle Eastern publications. Indeed, the most important collection of Middle Eastern scholarship outside the Middle
East (and which rivals and surpasses most collections in the Middle East itself) is the personal library of Dr. George Kiraz, which is held
at the Beth Mardutho Research Library (http://www.bethmardutho.org) in New Jersey, now part of the Rutgers University library system
(http://www.libraries.rutgers.edu/rul/news/12/06_syriac_institute.shtml). To give just one example, the Beth Mardutho Research Library
has a nearly complete run of the Syrian Orthodox Patriarchal Journal, published in Damascus, which contains many valuable articles by
leading Middle Eastern scholars such as Dolabani and Barsoum. In these articles they often made use of manuscripts unknown or
inaccessible to Western academics. In addition, the Beth Mardutho Research Library contains much of the personal library of Abrohom
Nuro, one of the great figures of twentieth-century Syriac, and now also houses the wonderfully rich personal collection of Edward
Matthews. The latter boasts a number of rare Armenian works that Matthews bought in Jerusalem from old Armenian families. To learn
more about Middle Eastern scholarship on Syriac sources, one should consult Barsoum's Scattered Pearls, which we have linked to above
(in Arabic and English). Similarly, Albert Abuna's History of Aramaic Literature  is also a valuable resource and contains a great deal of
information about Syriac scholarship in the Middle East up until the 20th century.


See also the important overview of S.P. Brock in S. P. Brock (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=16), “Introduction to Syriac Studies”
(/bibliography/7411303), in Horizens in Semitic Studies: Articles for the Student, J. H. Eaton (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=533), Ed.
Sheffield: Sheffield Academic Press, 1980, pp. 1-34.
E. Nestle (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=101), Syrische Grammatik mit Litteratur, Chrestomathie und Glossar
(/bibliography/115609670), Rev. Berlin; New York: H. Reuther, 1888. Eberhard Nestle’s bibliography
(http://archive.org/stream/syriacgrammarwi00nestgoog#page/n95/mode/2up) is the best available listing of early Syriac printed
materials. Digitization efforts at major libraries have now made it possible to see many of these items.


Muhammad Ibn-Ishaq Ibn al-Nadim (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=535), Kitab al-Fihrist (/bibliography/255335474), vol. 1, 2 vol.
Leipzig: F.C.W. Fogel, 1871.; Muhammad Ibn-Ishaq Ibn al-Nadim (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=535), Kitab al-Fihrist
(/bibliography/977617882), vol. 2, 2 vol. Leipzig: F.C.W. Fogel, 1872. These are very important sources for the history of Arabic and Arabic
literature. They also contains a great deal of information about Syriac and Syriac translations into Arabic as well as those who did the
translating.


Volume 1 (https://archive.org/stream/KitabAlFihrist/Kitab_al_Fihrist#page/n295/mode/2up)
Volume 2 (https://archive.org/stream/KitabAlFihrist/Kitab_al_Fihrist#page/n7/mode/2up)


Ibn Abī ‘Uṣaybi‘a’s ‘Uyūn al-anbā’ fī ṭabaqāt al-aṭibbā’ contains much important information about Aramaic-speaking Christian doctors in
the medieval Muslim world. Roger Pearse recently discovered an English translation of this work which was executed in the middle part
of the 20th century by an Israeli orientalist. See L. Kopf (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=537), “‘Uyūn al-anbā’ fī ṭabaqāt al-aṭibbā’”
(/bibliography/1378407833). 2011. For the Arabic version, go here:


I. A. ‘ Uṣaybi‘a (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=538), ‘Uyūn al-anbā’ fī ṭabaqāt al-aṭibbā’ (/bibliography/1842694286), vol. 1, 2 vol.
Frankfurt: Institute for the history of Arabic-Islamic Science, 1995.
I. A. ‘ Uṣaybi‘a (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=538), ‘Uyūn al-anbā’ fī ṭabaqāt al-aṭibbā’ (/bibliography/1045313136), vol. 2, 2 vol.
Frankfurt: Institute for the history of Arabic-Islamic Science, 1995. 


Ibn al-Qifti is another important medieval Arabic source which contains much useful information about Syriac authors, especially ones
involved in medicine and the translation of Greek works into Syriac and Arabic. The standard critical edition of Ibn al-Qifti’s Tarikh al-
Hukama was published in 1903 by Julius Lippert and can be found at I. al-Qifti (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=539), Tārīkh al-ḥukamāʼ
(/bibliography/605020784). Leipzig: Dieterich, 1903.


Abu al-Barakat's (d. 1324) Catalog of Christian (Arabic) literature is also of interest to Syriacists. See A. al-Barakāt (/bibliography?
f%5Bauthor%5D=541), “Der Katalog der christlichen Schriften in arabischer Sprache von Abū 'l-Barakāt” (/bibliography/1283600910),
Nachrichten der Könlichen Gesellschaft der Wissenschaften zu Gottingen. Philologisch-Hist. Klasse, vol. 5, pp. 635-706, 1902. See also A. al-
Barakāt (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=541), “Abu'l Barakat: Catalogue of Christian literature in Arabic” (/bibliography/923902658).
2009. 
Though surpassed by their later monumental histories, also useful is G. Graf (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=292), Die Chrstlich-
arabische Literatur bis zur Fränkischen Zeit (/bibliography/1884715673). Freiburg: Herder, 1905. Also useful is Baumstark's Die
christlichen literaturen des Orients:


A. Baumstark (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=234), Die christlichen Literaturen des Orients (/bibliography/207236526), vol. 1, 2 vol.
Leipzig: G.J. Göschen, 1911.
A. Baumstark (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=234), Die christlichen literaturen des Orients (/bibliography/1037847883), vol. 2, 2
vol. Leipzig: Göschen, 1911.


H. Wace (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=544) and Piercy, W. C. (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=545), Dictionary of Christian Biography
and Literature to the End of the Sixth Century A.D., with an Account of the Principal Sects and Heresies (/bibliography/1109555685),
Electronic. London: John Murray, 1911. Though well over a century old, is in someways still unsurpassed in English and contains
extremely valuable entries on a number of Syriac and Syriac-related topics that have information not easily found elsewhere in
handbooks available in English.  It is a reference worth consulting on a regular basis.  Of similar great value is the Dictionary of Christian
Antiquities, which, though dated, is still a goldmine of priceless information.
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W. Smith (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=546) and Cheetham, S. (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=547), Eds., A Dictionary of
Christian Antiquities (/bibliography/605552440), vol. 1, 2 vol. London: John Murray, 1876.
W. Smith (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=546) and Cheetham, S. (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=547), Eds., A Dictionary of
Christian Antiquities (/bibliography/1270146534), vol. 2, 2 vol. London: John Murray , 1880.


A. Baumstark (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=234), Rücker, A. (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=250), and Spuler, B. (/bibliography?f%5Bauthor%5D=516), “Die syrische
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