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A Christian Bahira legend.

By Richard Gotthedl.

The texts which I here publish are a curious evidence
of how historical tradition may be perverted for polemical
purposes. The story of the Christian Monk Be°hira®) and
his meeting with Mohammed is made the basis for a series
of apocalyptic visions and of prophecies designed to show
that there was nothing at all original in the teachings of
the prophet,?) that he was an arch-fraud, and that he was
instigated to practice this fraud by his mentor, who wished
"— in this manner — to bring the ignorant Arabs to the
knowledge of one God. It is a form of polemics not
unusual in the Middle Age literature. The apocryphal
life of Jesus (Zo/dhoth Feskiia) served a somewhat similar
purpose to the Jews. .The Arabic traditions in regard to
Behira have been carefully gathered, especially by NoLDEKE

1) SPRENGER (Das Leben Mohammeds 11, 381) says the name is “Naba-
tacan” (he means “Aramaean’), and then proceeds to connect it with the
Arabic Bapirak “a she-camel exempied from being ridden” (LANE), which
he then'supposes to be equivalent to “an ascetic”! Dut NOLDEKE has
shown (ZDMG XI1I, 704) that it is nothing more than the Aramaic part.
pass. Behird i. e, “elect”. Mas'adi puncluates Bujaird i. e, the Arabic di-
minutive form. The correct explanation of the name {6 dxdexvds) is given
in the notes to the Fikrist, 11, 12; cfr, also NicoLL, Catalogi Cod. Manuscr,
Bibl, Bodl. 11, 507, col, 1.

2) Bucharl, e. g., speaks of a Christian who said: “Mohammed knows
nothing more than that which I have written for him”, Cited by SPRENGER,
loc, cit.
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and Srrunger.”) It would be outside my purpose to enter
into a discussion of them in this place.

The whole story is evidently made up of three dif-
ferent parts; which, in the Syriac, hang together some-
what loosely; but, in the Arabic, have been woven into
a more consistent whole. The first — and oldest — part
is a simple account of the meeting of Ishd‘yabh, the as-
sumed author, with Bethira. In it B°hird relates to Ishé'-
yabh the reason of his settling in Arabia, his vision on
Mount Sinai, his visit to the Emperor Maurice and King
Chosroes. Befhird continues to be persecuted because of
his views in regard to the worship of one cross;?) is driven
out of Béth Armiye, and settles for good amongst the
Ishmaelites, to whom be proclaims a reign of ten weeks.
After seven days Bthird dies.3)

1) SPRENGER, %id, 1I, 367. 380; ZDMG VIII, 557; IX, 799; XII,
238. 699. Mas‘adU's Aleadows of Gold, \r, SPRENGER, 149.

2) It is evident from the persistence with which he returns to this
idea that it contained a question which profoundly agitated the Church of
his time and his country,

3) The legend, as we have it here, substantially agrees with the
Arabic authoritics. Jt would be an interesting study to follow its path
through the Byzantine chronographers and the popular chansons into mo-
dern literature. I cite, merely as an instance, George Phrantzes (ed. B,
G. NiesuuRk, Bonn 1838) p. 295: v 0¢ we wevdaffias dvduare Zépyeos,
St xaxomatiav #x ijs Kwroravrivovndlews &Edpioros, xai @ilos &y =¥
Mwdpeeit dv 6 Modped dnagexdles vff adrod xvgly tfj xal yvvaxi zabra
Adyery xul Befacdvery, xai magawely fva pf lomijrac ¢V fva yalpn. 1 62
yury Enloreve 1@ wevdaffia misior 3} v@ dvdpl. Sié robro Adpover xai ol
adrres 61 6 Modped dptoe tods povayods mdvias dredeis sivar zal dgopo-
loyirovs hia wpy voU wevdafPi Zepylov @illav, xal olirws maghyysiley.
‘I'heophanes (ed. DE Boor 1883) p. 334: adiey 08 &yovoa povaydr twva Sk
xuxomiorlur EEdgiotor dxelos obxoivra, pllov avwijs, drijyyeldey alrd mdvra
xai 16 Sropa tod dyyélov . . . . alzy 08 mpdvy dekaudvy oy Adyor tod
pevdoafifa dniotevoer atr@ x.v.A. Some of the Mss have, after yeviaffa:
drduare 2épyrog. The Roman de Makomet (1342 century) speaks of Bahira

“En cel tans, en cele partie,
Estoit uns hom de sainte vie,
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The second part contains an account of how Brhira
first met Mahommed (which is in substantial agreement
with the Mohammedan authorities); and a set of questions
and answers which passed between the two — which set,
in one Syriac Ms, has even a separate heading.

The third part contains a series of apocalyptic pro-
phecies in regard to the future of the Mohammedan world
down to the second appearance of the Messiah.

In the third part — which in most of its ideas, is a
simple repetition of the vision in the first part — the
mystical element seems to come more to the front. DBut
the prominence given to the Mahdi-idea, even in the vision,
seems to point to certain Shiitic influences. For the Shiites,
with their Persian tendency to mysticism, had a liking for
apocalypses and for predictions, of just the same kind as
we find in our texts here.”) Is it going too far to at least

Demourans ¢n-j-hermitage

fin" une’ montaigne sauvage,

Vil proioit Nostre Signour

Pour tout le poule, cascun jour.”

Cfr. the edition of REINAUD and MicHEL (Paris 1831), p. 6. — Le Mirrvir
Hystorial, Book IV, Chap. L1: “'Si comme Serge avoit grieforment peche
en son monstier, et il fust excommunic & boute hore pour ce peche il vint
en Ja region darabe ct de inde iusque a Mecques, & la descendit ou il avoit
deux peuples lung q’avoit les ydoles & lautre qui estoit iuil, & trouua la
Mahdmet qui adorait les ydoles sident faire aucune chose { pleust aux
moynes q lavoient vuie hors et quil desserinst a estre recomsilie, car ilz
estoient hereses nescoriens. Et disoit § Marie navoit pas enfante dieu,
mais hdme tant sculement si ladmonesta a tout son pouvoir et a toute son
estude quil delaissast les ydoles & devenist chretien vescorien, & il le fist
et fut Mahomet son disciple & pour ce se nomma il vescorien, et luy ainsi
fut fit g il apprint de ce moyne aucunee chose du vieil e du nouvcau
testament, et ces choses il mist par fable & par mensonge en son alcoran ., ."”

1) I am thinking here of the buoks on Mal@him (sing. Mdlhamal)
“certains ouvrages dans lequels on a rassemblé des prédictions touchant les
révolutions des empirces et autres graves événements” Ibn Khaldaw, Zistoire
des DBerbers, tr, DE SLANE 1I, 516, They dealt especially with the Kur'an
and the hidden meaning of many of its passages. Cir, also Prolegoménes,
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suppose that the Bahira apocalypse was written by some
one among the many Syriac-speaking communities in or

- near Persia. The Turks are mentioned in the third part,

The Seljuks. founded their first real kingdom under To-
ghral Beg (died 1063). They had already captured the
greater part of the Fatimide Empire. They, however, are
not mentioned by name in the vision. On account of the
disasters which overtook the Mohammedan LEmpire, by
reason of the supremacy of the Turkish soldiers as early
as the time of al-Mu‘tasim (833—842) — we might be lead
to see them represented in the vision by the lamb in
wolf’s clothing. In the third part (Ms A; Syriac) their
colour is red; and the shield and flag of the present
Turkish Empire is of that colour. I do mnot know how
far back the use of this colour can be followed. But why

should they be called the “sons of Sufyan” or “sons of

Sarpin”? The Zerminwes ad gquem in the vision is un-
doubtedly the “Kingdom” or “King” of the Romans. I
have thought here of the Crusaders, If I am right, the
redaction of the first part, the apocalyptic vision, might
well fall at the end of the eleventh, or the beginning of
the twelfth centuries. The second part — the real Bahira
legend — may be a good deal older; while the third part
need not have been composed at a very much later date.
I see that the author (authors?} of the Catalogue of the
Arabic Mss in the Biblioth¢que Nationale say also *“Lé-
gende composée vers le XII°® sigcle”.?)

Who, then, are represented by the white animal, the
black animal, and the bull? The number 24 occurs several
times, with a certain amount of persistence;?) only once,

tr. DE SLANE, II, 191. 205 seq.; DE Sacy, Chrestomathic arabe II, 298;
AMARY, Storia dei Musulmani di Sicils, 1I, 54. See, further, the autho-
rities mentioned in Dozy, Supplement, 11, 522; and WELLHAUSEN, Skigzen,
IV, 127,

1) Vol. 1, p. 70.

2) As also in the Daniel Apocalypse; see below.
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in the third part of Syriac B, is the number 25. But, it
is made up in various ways. In the first part of the Syriac
Mss, it is distinctly said that both the white and the black
animals have 12 horns; and this is repeated several times.
The Banu Hashem are, in this connection, the Abbaside
rulers of Bagdad. This would include the time from Abu
Abbas (750) to al-Musta'in (862—866). The bull represents,
as is said, Mahdi bar Fatimah. One, at once, thinks of
the Fatimide - dynasty of Egypt. The vision speaks of
eight kings; and there were just eight kings (from Ubeid-
allah, gog, to al-Mustansir, 1094) in this dynasty. This,
however, leaves a gap between the last Abbaside and the
first Fatimide mentioned in the vision!

The Arabic vision counts differently: the white lion
has 12 horns, the black wolf 3, and the bull 5. This.
makes 20; and if to this we add the panther, goat, lion,
and man, we have the number 24. But in the third part,
the Arabic mentions 7 kings of the Banu Hashem: 12 +-
7+ 5 =24. I can only guess at the solution of the “5”
puzzle. The Ikhshide dynasty (founded by Mohammed al
Ikhshid) was made up of five kings (935—969). So also
was the dynasty of the Rassid Imams of the Zaidite sect
of Shiites (founded by Sa‘da in Yemen at the time of the
Chaliph- Ma’miin). This last seems somewhat outside of
the range of view of our authors; though the Banu Yolktin
(in the form of a goat) seem to represent the people of
Southern Arabia. The latest addition to Ms B speaks of
36 kings. I do not know in what manner the tale is made.

In regard to the first twelve, I think we can see in
them the first twelve of the Umayyid Caliphs — the four
so-called *‘orthodox” caliphs being omitted as not being
of the family of Mohammed. The twelfth would be Yazid
III — 744 AD. — a ‘reign of terror” it was called in
Abbaside surroundings.’) Towards the end, the statement

1) The Apology of al-Kindi, lvr. W, MUIR, pp. 20. 75.
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is made that in the year 1055 (the Arabic has 1050) of
the Seleucid Era, the Arabs would rise and slay their
king. It is expressly said that with this year the reign
of the Ishmaelites will come to an end. Our author is,
perhapé, thinking of Walid II, who was murdered by con-
spirators in his palace. Ibrahim reigned only for three
months, when he was deposed by Marwin II. This latter
was, however, not acknowledged by the Abbasides; and
might, therefore, well be omitted in the count.

The preceding suggestions are, in a measure, born
out by the mention of the different colours in conjunction
with the different kingdoms.’) The first animal in the
vision is called the white beast (in the Arabic ‘‘the white
lion”); and in the second part mention is made of the
“white kingdom of the sons of Ishmael”. White, we know,
was the colour chosen by the: Umayyids. The second
animal is a black one (in the Arabic “a black she-wolf”).
In the second part, the *“black kingdom of the sons of
Hashem” is mentioned. Black was the colour of the Ab-
basides. The third animal — the bull — has no colour.
The panther, which, in the Arabic, takes the place of the
lamb clothed in the skin of a wolf, is said to be clothed
in blood; in the second part this is paraphrased by “the
red kingdom of the sons of Sufyan”. Red was the colour
of the Charijite rebels; also, according to WeiL, of the
rebel al-Sufyini who rose up at the time of Ma’miin.?)
I am unable to say whether either of these two is in-
tended here. In the Syriac text of the first part the Mahdi
ibn Aishah is followed by a man ‘“clothed in yellow”,

1) On the whole subject of the different colours as Lypical of cerlain
dynastics see WEIL, Geschichte der Chalifen, 11, 216; MULLER, Islam 1, 454
and especially the material collected by GOLDZIBER, Muhammedanische
Studien 1, 149/50. As the writer was probably an ecclesiastic, he had also
in wind the four colours, red black white and bay, mentioned in Zachariah
VI, 2 seq.

2} Al-Athty, VI, 1y2; Tabari, 111, 3, p. 83.
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who is said to be the last of the kings of Hagar. Were
it not for this addition, one would be tempted to think
of the Franks, for whom this denomination has become
standard in Arabic history:') the king of the Romans
then representing the Crusaders.?) But that seems out of
the question here, especially as in the Arabic the colour
is green, not yellow. Now, we know that, at first, yel-
low was the distinctive colour of the Alides, but that this
was soon changed to green. In the Arabic version of
the last part, the ‘yellow ones” do really come from the
west and are followed by the Mahdi ibn Aishah, and then
by the green one who destroys the Roman power. But,
as we do not know for certain the country in which our
“Bahira Apocalypse” was written, the points of the com-
pass mentioned carry us no further.

Nor can I say for certain who the “goat” is meant
to represent. Ile stands for the ‘“children of Yoktin” —
a name taken from the Bible, and either in this form or
more arabicized as Kahtin, believed to be the mythical
progenitor of the ‘Arabes Indigeni’, the Arabs living on
both sides of the Persian Gulf3) In one or two places,
a synonym for them is Katariyé or Katriniyé, the in-
habitants of Katar, between al-Bahrein and Oman.4) That
would, at least, point in a similar direction. But all these

1) See the authorities cited in Dozy, Supplément, s. v. ol

2) They are so called in the Apocalypse of Daniel. It is curious to
see that they are here said to be clad in “red garments”, which the late
James DARMESTETER thinks is derived from the red cross on which was
the sign of the Crusaders. FREDERIC MACLER, Les dpocalypses Apocryphes
de Daniel, Paris 1895, pp. 25/6. For red as suggestive of Christian powers
see MiILLs, Pallavi Texts, I, p. LI; ROSIN, Reime und Gedichte des Abraham
ibn Lzra, p. 159,

3) See, e. g, Hamaae Ispakensis Annali, ed. GOTTWALD, 122; Al-Athlr,
I, 57; Yagaf, 111, 635. Theophanos, I, 333 has *lexzdv,

4) Cfr. Al-Bekri, 741, According to B.O, III, 133 the district had
its own bishop. Sece also BUDGE, Zhomas of Marga, 11, 153,
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historical notices seem tinged with Mahdi ideas.’) The
two divisions into twelve kings — though originating in
the Bible?) — may possibly stand in connection with the
scries of twelve Imams of the Imami sect. In the Syriac
text we have the mention of the “kingdom of Hashem
son of Mohammed” — which, in this form, seems to point
to Abu Hashem, son of Mohammed el-Hanafiyyah, son of
AliLY) The number twelve was considered to be of such
importance that one sect was named al-fthndashariyyak
(the twelvers).’) In both the Syriac and the Arabic we
find the expression “from the first Mohammed to the se-
cond Mohammed”, which may be taken to refer to the
first Imim, Mohammed ibn al-Hanafiyyah and the last,
Mohammed ibn IHasan; just as the ten weeks (= 70 years)
is the period during which the Mahdi was-supposed to
remain in hiding.S5) ’

The form of the vision and of the apocalypse is, of
course, based upon Zachariah, Daniel, and Revelations;
and Frisp, Macrer has pointed out how persistent this form

1) On the Mahdi see the work of DARMRSTETER cited in the notes:
and especially for the various traditions Ibn Khaldun, Histoire des Berbers,
tr. DI SLANE, 11, 496; Prolegomines, 111, 40. 128; AMARIL, Storia dei Mu-
sulmand di Sicula, 1, 117 seq,; GOLDZHER in Revue des Ltudes juives,
XXX, 5. Grimmg, Molammed, 1, 169,

2) Genesis XVII, 2z0; XXV, 13. Cfr. BROCKELMANN's ed. of ibn
Jauzi, BA, 11, 46, 10. D& FAYE, Les Apocalypses juives, Paris 1892, p. 87,

3) The PMLJD ’J\'J, or Hashimites, were a subdivision of the XKeisd-
nyyalk; Ibn Khaldun, Histoire des Berbers, 1I, s00.

4) Shahrastani, tr, HAARBRUCKER, I, 165. 169, Ibn Khaldiin, II, 501,
‘WUSTENFELD, Gesclhichie der Fatimiden-Caliphen, 1881, 14, The list of the
twelve is given in Shahrastani p, 192, and in STANLEY LANE-POOLE, Mo-
hammedan Dynasties, 72, Or, we may think of the following tradition of
Mohammed, “J.e monde ne s’en ira pas jusqu'd ce qu'un homme de ma
famille régne sur les Arabes: son nom sera le méme que le mien”; Ibn
Khaldtin, Prolegomeénes, tr. DE SLANE, 1I, 162. .

5) DARMESTETER, Zhe Aahdi, p. 31. Another reckoning of 70 =
700 ycars is given by Sa‘id ibn Hassan; see GoLbziHER, REJ, XXX, 11,
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of symbolising events has been, even down to our own
times.’) Of the Apocalypses to which this Bahira one
bears a certain resemblance, I would mention the Ezra
Apocalypse ‘“von dem Ende der Zeiten der Ishmaeliten”,?)
and the Apocalypse of Daniel, to which attention was
first called by S. Munk.3) '
In the oldest Arabic accounts of Mohammed's inter-
view with his teacher, the latter is not mentioned by name.
He is simply- called RaZi64) (= monk, anchorite). At a
later time he is called Nestor,  which may mean nothing
more than that the monk was a Nestorian,$) and Bakira.®)
Al-Mas@di is the first one to identify him with Sergius; —
or, rather, the Christians who lived at his time (332 A.FL).7) .

1) Cfr. his T#ése, already cited pp. 16/17.

2) First published by BAETHGEN, ZAW, VI, 199 seq. An English
translation by J. HaLL — but from a different Ms — was published in
the Presbyterian Quarlerly 1886, See the note in the Independant (N.Y.) "
Jan, 13th 1887, A second edition, from a third Ms, was edited, with a
French’ translation, by J. B. CHABOT in the Rewvne sémitique, 1887, 60 scq.

3) The Persian text was then edited and translated by ZOTENBERG
in MERX's drchiv Siir wissenschaftliche Erforschung des Alten Testaments,
1869, 385 seq. The whole subject has been fully treated in MACLER, Zoc.
cit., part of whose Zhése appeared in the Rewue &lhistoire des Religions,
XXXIII, 62 seq. It is interesting to note that here also we have distinct
mention of twenty-four kings of the Ishmaelites. Here also Isaiah, X, 5
is applied to the Ishmaelites,

4) On this word cfr. GOLDZIRER, Mukammedanische Studien, 11, 395.

5) According to Al-Kindi's account Sergius instructed Mohammed in
the faith of Nestorius. Sec Muir’s ed. of the text, 20d ed, p. 70. This
same statement is found in the Byzantine historians,

~ 6) 'Wakidi (SPRENGER, Leben Mohammeds, 11, 380). Suleiman Taimi
(died A.D, 763) in his biography of the Prophet, mentions the name Bahiri,
SPRENGER, ibid. 386.

%) Or, even earlier; if, as MuIR supposes, al-Kindi lived at the time
of al-Ma’miin. He mentions Sergius, and his whole account is very similar
to one contained in the following pages. Curiously enough, he seems to
think (p. 105 of the translation) that Bahird and Sergius are different per-
sons, So does HAMMER-PURGSTALL, Literaturgeschichte dev Arader, 1, 395,
who speaks of “Christian monks Sergius, Bahira, Nestor and Ebd ‘Admir”;
cfr. also SPRENGER, Mokammed, 1I, 19,

Zeitschr, f, Assyriologie, XIII. 14.
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It is the name given to him by later Greek and Latin
writers, as George Phrantzes (p. 294) and Procopius, De
Bello Persico (I, 24). It is hard to tell to what Sergius
reference is made.’) The name was not an unusual one.
Thomas of Marga has a chapter on a Rabbian Sargis of
Beth Garmai,?) the author of the “Destroyer of the Mighty”,
who had a Ishé‘yabh for disciple. It is not unlikely that
he is the one mentioned in our Apocalypse, though I can
not find in his life the other data here referred to. I have
identified Isho‘yabh with Isho‘yabh of Ge°dhali,3) because
of his connection with the restoration of the Holy Cross
which had been carried off by the Persians in 614. I ad-
mit, however, the possibility of his being identified with
Isho‘yabh I, of Arzén (581—595),%) born in Béth Arbaye;
it is expressly stated that he was on good terms both
with Chosrau Parwéz Il and with the Emperor Maurice.
He was also on terms of intimacy with king Nu‘man of
al-Hira. But the data are all so general — and purpo-

1} Among the companions of the Prophet, mention is made of one
“Abd Allah ibn Sargis, whose father, SPRENGER thinks {@id. II, 385) is our
Sergius, A Christian Sargis is mentioned by Ibn Hishdm {ed. WUSTEN-
reLy, 985); and Mas'ndi (SPRENGER, 11, 149) says he was of the *Abd al-
Xais tribe. Theophanos speaks of him as Zspyloc margudpyos, I, 335, 5.

2) Tid, Bubce, I, 109, 1t is to be noted that his place of living is
not Bosra, as in the Mohammedan legends, or Mecca — but al-Medinah
(Yathrib). 1n our Arabic text, he is said to be a native of Antiochia; in
the Syriac (A) of Tershdn(l) in Palestine, In B, in the end note, he is
made to bé a native of Béth Garmai — which fits in well with my iden-
tification, The city of his birth is there given as Shushan, N

3) Thomas of Marga, ed. BUDGE, ndex. He is called “of Béth Ar-
baye"”, ibid. I, LXXIV. WRIGHT, Syriac Literature, 169. In B.0. 1I, 416
we have an Ishd‘yabh who came with a delegation from Najran lo make
a trealy with Mohammed; HorFMANN, Ausszige, 179. — In the Arabic text
before us, the name is given as Murhib (Murhab?); which I do not re-
member ever to have seen as a proper name, It is undoubtedly a deriva-

tive of u”')
4) Thomas of Marga, I, LXXIV; II, 40. 90; WRIGHT, Syriac Lite-
rature, 129, .
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sely so vague — as to make all these identifications very
uncertain.

For the Syriac text I have made use of three Mss.
Ms Sacuau 877) is a modern copy; but it is the only one
which is complete. That part of it which contains the
Bahira legend is written in a Jacobite hand — probably
of the last century. The text seems, in places, to have
been amplified, and needs, here and there, some rectifi-
cations. But it is undoubtedly a copy of a good original.
Some of the proper names are curiously misspelled: the
influence of Arabic is evident; e. g. in the name Fawato;

in the superscription even )iaws;?) but this is evidently
the work of a later hand. In this heading, also, the word
L..n,.m Saracen, occurs. This may be due to western in-
fluences. It might afford us some clue as to the dating,
at least of part of the story; but the derivation of the
word is even yet not clear.3) I have designated this Ms
by A. '

Ms Sacuav 10 is older than the preceding by at least
100 to 150 years.4) It is written in a good small Nestorian
hand. Unfortunately it is defective at the beginning. The
Ms itself is defective also at the end — but not the Ba-

1) See SACHAU, Kurzes Verseichniss, p. 9.

2) The form almost reminds one of Makumet, the way the name is
spelt in the old Ckanson de Roland. See ed. of LEoN GAUTIER, Paris 1880,
p. 564.

3) But the lerm is quite old; AMARI, Storia dei Musuimani di Sicula,
I, 75: “presso Plinio il vecchio, Tolomeo e Stephano Byzantino denota
alcune triblt e picciole popolazione; Ammiano Marcellino e Procopio I’ usano
in significato pil vasto; e gli scrittori occidentali dopo ' islamismo gli
danno la estensione -che io ho accennato. Indi si vede come successiva-
mente si allargasse quella denominazione tra il primo e ’l quarto e poi di
nuovo tra il sesto e il settimo secolo dell’ era volgare.”

4) The Ms may even be as old as the XIVth or XVth century. It
is hard to make exact distinctions in Nestorian Mss; the script has a pe-
culiar uniformity, ‘

A 14*
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hira legend. For, to this have been added further notices
directed against Mohammedanism. I have used the signa-
ture B for this Ms,

Ms C is the property of the Rev. Mr. A. Youannan,
lecturer in Oriental Languages at Columbia University.
It is a mere fragment containing twelve leaves, in a mo-
dern Nestorian hand of the last century. It evidently goes
back to the same original as does B, to which I have
given its variant readings.

The Jacobite and Nestorian Mss cover the same ground;
but their readings vary to such a degree, that I have found
it inexpedient simply to take one as a basis and give the
readings of the other on the margin. The mass of va-
riants would have been simply bewildering. I have pre-
ferred to regard them as two recensions of a common
original; and I have, therefore, printed both in full. This
method certainly facilitates the use of the texts.

Of the Arabic text there are seven Mss in European
libraries: .

I. Ms Paris (Bibliothéque Nationale} Arabe 215 = Sup-
plem. 107; a clearly written Ms dated A.D. 1590.
The Bahira legend is found on ff. 154—176. De-
signated as A.

II. Ms Paris Arabe 70 = Ancient fonds 170, ff. 50—126,
a Ms of the fifteenth.century. The first three pages
are wanting. I have only collated it for about one
quarter of the text. Designated by P.

III. Ms Paris Arabe 71 = Ancient fonds 171. This is
a copy (made in the 17'" century) either of the pre-
ceding or of its original. But it is an excellent copy
and very readable. I have, therefore, collated it -
throughout, in preference to P, which has suffered
somewhat in course of time. Designated by X.

IV. Ms Paris Arabe 258 = Ancient fonds 156, ff. 48—64;
of the commencement of the fifteenth century. The
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Ms is written in -a slovenly manner; the script is
bad, and in numerous places the paper is completely
torn through. I have made a complete copy of it.
Designated by E.

V. Ms Gotha A. 2875, ff. 47b—67b;%) an excellently
written Ms of the-thirteenth century. Prof. Pertscu
was kind enough to send the Ms to Berlin in 1889
for my use. Designated by D.

'VI. Ms Bodleian 199, a rather carefully written copy on
paper. :

VILI. Ms Vatican 176, written in the year 1594. I know
of this Ms only through the reference to it in StEmN-
SCHNEIDER, Polemische und apologetische Literatur, p. 160.
The citation from this Ms 'in Sir's Evangelium In-
JSantiae, p. 84 I have not found in the other Mss.?)

Of these Mss APX represent the same recension.
From purely practical considerations I have construed the
text on their basis. E, which is the oldest of the Mss,
. ought to have been used as the basis. It contains the
shortest text; written before the various expansions were
made. But it stands alone; and being in a miserable con-
dition, I have not had the courage to use it for this pur-
-pose. I have occasionally cited it in the notes to the
Arabic text. D contains the latest expansion. The text
is a very good one, and its readings have been very use-
ful. I have, therefore, given a complete account of its
variant readings in the notes.

* 1) PERTSCH, Dic Arabischen Handschriften der Herzoglichen Bibliothek
su Gotha, 1V, 548.
2) It appears to be exslant, however, in the Bodleian copy, according
to NicoLl's Calal, p. 58.
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Syriac texts.
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