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P R E F A C E

P re lim in a ry  v e rs io n s  o f  so m e  c h a p te rs  o f  th is  b o o k  w e re  p re s e n te d  at 

v a rio u s  c o n fe re n c e s . C h a p te r  1, a t th e  c o n fe re n c e  on  “Je w s  ab d  M u slim s: 

a  R e v ise d  E v a lu a tio n ” , S c h o o l o f  O rie n ta l an d  A fric a n  S tu d ie s , L o n d o n , 

M arch  1996; C h a p te r  3 , at “ L a n g u a g e s  an d  C u ltu re s  o f  th e  M id d le  E a s t” , 

T C M O , U n iv e rs ity  o f  N ijm e g e n , O c to b e r , 1997; C h a p te r  4 , a t th e  “ S e 

v en th  C o llo q u iu m : F ro m  Ja h il iy y a  to  Is la m ” , T h e  H eb rew  U n iv e rs ity , J e 

ru sa lem , J u ly -A u g u s t ,  1996.

A  p re v io u s  v e rs io n  o f  C h a p te r  10 w as  p u b lish e d  as “ A p e s , P ig s , an d  

th e  Is la m ic  Id e n ti ty ” , I s ra e l O r ie n ta l S tu d ie s  17 (1 9 9 7 ) , 8 9 -1 0 5 ,  an d  an  

e a r lie r  v e rs io n  o f  E x c u rsu s  B w as p u b lish e d  as  “ A p o c a ly p se  an d  A u th o r i 

ty  in  Is la m ic  T ra d itio n : th e  E m e rg e n c e  o f  th e  T w e lv e  L e a d e rs” , A l-Q a n -  

ta ra  1 8 (1 9 9 7 ) , 1 1 -4 2 .

I am  g ra te fu l to  R o z a  I.M . E l-E in i fo r  e d itin g  th e  E n g lish  s ty le , a n d  to  

L a w re n c e  I. C o n ra d  fo r  h is  e d ito r ia l su g g e s tio n s  an d  n u m e ro u s  u se fu l 

n o te s  an d  c o m m e n ts . M y  th a n k s  a re  a lso  d u e  to  E d  B re isa c h e r , M a n a g e r  

D ire c to r  o f  th e  D a rw in  P re ss , fo r  h is  c a re fu l re a d in g  o f  th e  te x t an d  fo r  

sp o ttin g  fu r th e r  e rro rs  a n d  ty p o s . L a s t b u t n o t le a s t, to  m y  w ife  R a y a  w h o  

read  th e  fin a l p ro o fs , an d  w as  a b le  to  ca tc h  sev e ra l o th e r  s lip s  o f  m in e .

T h e  tra n s la tio n  o f  Q u C a n ic  v e rse s  th ro u g h o u t th e  b o o k  is m y  o w n , 

d ra w in g  h e a v ily  o n  A r th u r  J. A rb e rry , T h e  K o ra n  In te r p r e te d  (O x fo rd , 

1964).
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I N T R O D U C T I O N

T h e  t i t le  “ B e tw e e n  B ib le  a n d  Q u r3a n ” c o u ld  b e  ta k e n  to  m e a n  th a t th is  

b o o k  d e a ls  w ith  th e  “ in f lu e n c e ” o f  th e  B ib le  o n  th e  Q u r ’an . H e re , h o w 

ev e r, th e  ti tle  in d ic a te s  th a t th e  b o o k  w ill e x a m in e  th e  li te ra ry  ro le  p la y e d  

by  th e  B ib le  in  Is la m ic  so u rc e s , a n d  w ill c o n c e n tra te  o n  th e  te n s io n  b e 

tw e e n  B ib lic a l a n d  Q u r3an ic  m o d e ls  a s  re v e a le d  in  Is la m ic  te x ts  d e s c r ib 

in g  c o n ta c ts  b e tw e e n  th e  M u slim s  a n d  th e  p e o p le  o f  th e  B ib le , th a t is, th e  

Je w s  in  p a r t ic u la r  b u t C h ris tia n s , to o . T h is  b o o k  w ill th u s  e x a m in e  c e r 

ta in  c ru c ia l a sp e c ts  o f  th e  Is lam ic  a ttitu d e  to w a rd s  th e  O th er.

A  s tu d y  a s se s s in g  th e  re la tiv e  im p a c t o f  th e  B ib le  a n d  th e  Q u r3an  on  

Is la m ic  te x ts  h a s  n o t p re v io u s ly  b e e n  u n d e r ta k e n . M o s t o f  th e  s tu d ie s  

w h ic h  d ea l w ith  th e  re la tio n sh ip  b e tw e e n  th e  B ib le  a n d  th e  Q u r3an  h av e  

b een  c a rrie d  o u t fro m  an  ex te rn a l v ie w p o in t, b e in g  a im e d  a t e x p lo rin g  the 

w ay s  in  w h ich  th e  Q u rDan  a n d  o th e r  e a r ly  Is la m ic  te x ts  w e re  “ in f lu e n c e d ” 

b y  J e w ish , C h r is tia n , an d  o th e r  ty p e s  o f  “ m o n o th e is tic ”  li te ra tu re . T h e re  

is a n  e n o rm o u s  n u m b e r  o f  su c h  s tu d ie s  w h ic h  h a v e  a p p e a re d  s in c e  th e  

n in e te e n th  c e n tu ry , an d  th e re  is n o  p o in t in lis tin g  th e m  h ere .

U n lik e  th e se  s tu d ie s , th e  p re s e n t b o o k  re m a in s  w ith in  th e  in te rn a l 

sp h e re  o f  th e  Is la m ic  so u rc e s  a n d  e x a m in e s  th e  re la tio n sh ip  b e tw e e n  th e  

B ib lic a l a n d  Q u rDa n ic  e le m e n ts  p re se n t in th em . T h is  is d o n e  w ith  a  v iew  

to  re v e a lin g  a sp e c ts  o f  th e  e v o lu tio n  o f  th e  Is la m ic  s e lf - im a g e , i.e . th e  

m a n n e r  in w h ic h  th e  M u s lim s  d e f in e d  th e ir  o w n  p o s itio n  v is-a -v is  th e ir  

m o n o th e is t ic  p re d e c e s s o rs  in  w o r ld  h is to ry . T h is  a im  is  b a s e d  o n  th e  

a s s u m p tio n  th a t  th e  w ay  in  w h ic h  I s la m ic  te x ts  e m p lo y e d  B ib lic a l a n d  

Q u r3an ic  m o d e ls  m a y  re f le c t th e  Is la m ic  p e rc e p tio n  o f  th e  ro le  in  h is to ry  

o f  th e  Je w s  a n d  th e  C h ris tian s , a s  c o m p a re d  w ith  th a t o f  th e  M u slim s.

T h e  e v id e n c e  o f  so m e  Je w ish  a n d  C h r is tia n  d o c u m e n ts  w ill a lso  be  

e x a m in e d  in o rd e r  to  il lu s tra te  th e  e x te n t to  w h ic h  th e  Is la m ic  h is to r ic a l 

p e rc e p tio n  le f t  its  m a rk  o n  th e  w r it in g s  o f  c o n te m p o ra ry  J e w is h  an d  

C h r is tia n  a u th o rs . T h e  p re se n t b o o k  w ill th u s  a lso  re v e a l e le m e n ts  in  th e  

g en e ra l J e w is h -C h r is t ia n - I s la m ic  d isco u rse .

1
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T h e  S e l e c t e d  M a te r ia l

T h e  Is la m ic  te x ts  se le c te d  fo r  e x a m in a tio n  e s ta b lish  a  d ire c t a n d  e x p lic it  

lin k  b e tw e e n  M u s lim s  an d  o th e rs  in  th e  c o n te x t o f  w o rld  h is to ry . T h e  

o th e rs  a re  o f te n  c a lle d  th e  “ C h ild re n  o f  I s ra e l” (b a n u  Is ra e li) ,  b u t th ey  

a lso  a p p e a r  u n d e r  fu r th e r  d e s ig n a t io n s .  S o m e t im e s , th e y  a re  c a l le d  

“J e w s ” ( Y a h u d ) a n d  “ C h r is t ia n s ” (N a s a r a ), a n d  a t o th e r  tim e s  th e y  a re  

a lso  re fe r re d  to  as “ th o se  w h o  w e re  b e fo re  y o u ” (a lla d h in a  m in  q a b li-  

ku m ). T h e  d e s ig n a tio n  “ C h ild re n  o f  Is ra e l” u su a lly  s ta n d s  fo r  th e  B ib lica l 

p eo p le s  o f  M o se s  a n d  Jesu s , b u t m a y  a lso  s ta n d  fo r  th e  J e w ish  c o n te m p o 

ra rie s  o f  th e  M u slim s ; “ Je w s” an d  “ C h r is tia n s ” a re  g e n e ra lly  th e  c o n te m 

p o ra r ie s  o f  th e  M u s lim s , b u t m a y  a lso  s ta n d  fo r  th e  p a s t g e n e ra tio n s  o f  

M o se s  an d  Je su s . “ T h o se  w h o  w ere  b e fo re  y o u ”  m a y  re p re se n t th e  C h il 

d re n  o f  Is ra e l, o r  th e  Jew s  an d  th e  C h r is tia n s , as w e ll a s  a n y  o th e r  c o m 

m u n ity  m e n tio n e d  as  p la y in g  a  ro le  in  w o rld  h is to ry . T h e y  m a y  in c lu d e  

th e  g e n e ra tio n s  o f  p re -Is ra e lite  p ro p h e ts , su c h  as  N o ah . A p a rt fro m  th e se  

b a s ic a lly  e th n ic  d e s ig n a tio n s , th e  so u rc e s  u se  le ss  f re q u e n tly  th e  re lig io u s  

d e s ig n a tio n  “ P e o p le  o f  th e  B o o k ” (a h l a l-k ita b ) ,  th a t is, th e  n o n -M u slim  

c o m m u n itie s  p o s se s s in g  a h o ly  s c r ip tu re . T h e se  a re  a g a in  th e  J e w s  an d  

th e  C h ris tia n s , b u t th e  M ag ia n s  {M ajits)  a lso  b e lo n g  in  th is  c a te g o ry . T h is  

s e t o f  d e s ig n a t io n s  in d ic a te s  th a t  th e  d if f e r e n c e s  b e tw e e n  J e w s  a n d  

C h ris tia n s  a re  in s ig n if ic a n t, as  b o th  a re  tre a te d  a s  b e lo n g in g  to  th e  sam e  

m o n o th e is tic  g ro u p  th a t p re c e d e d  th e  M u slim s  in w o rld  h is to ry .'

T h e  p re se n t s tu d y  w ill c o n c e n tra te  on  te x ts  re fe r r in g  to  th e se  g ro u p s  

o f  n o n -M u slim s , an d  m a in ly  o n  th o se  in  w h ic h  a  h is to r io g ra p h ic a l lin k  is 

m a d e  b e tw e e n  th e m  an d  th e  M u slim s . T h is  is th e  b e s t w ay  to  e lu c id a te  

th e  Is la m ic  h is to r ic a l p e rc e p tio n  an d  th e  I s la m ic  s e lf - im a g e  th a t is im 

p lied  by  th is  p e rc e p tio n .

T h e  s tu d y  fo c u se s  o n  o n e  ty p e  o f  te x t, th e  tra d itio n s , w h ic h  in  A ra b ic  a re  

c a lle d  h a d ith . T h e  te rm  s ta n d s  m a in ly  fo r  re p o r ts  tra n s m itte d  fro m  o n e  

g e n e ra tio n  to  a n o th e r . M an y  o f  th e m  a re  a t tr ib u te d  to  th e  P ro p h e t,  b u t 

re p o r ts  tra n s m itte d  o n  th e  a u th o rity  o f  o th e r  f ig u re s  a re  a lso  a v a ila b le , 

a n d  th e y  to o  w ill b e  ta k e n  in to  a c c o u n t. T h is  m a te r ia l  w ill b e  s tu d ie d  

fro m  th e  l i te ra ry  p o in t  o f  v ie w , w h ic h  m e a n s  th a t  n o  a t te m p t w ill be

1 C f. B e rn a rd  L e w is ,  T h e  J e w s  o f  I s la m  (P r in c e to n ,  1 9 8 4 ), 5 8 - 6 2 .
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m a d e  a t re c o n s tru c tin g  th e  h is to ry  o f  th e  e v e n ts  d e s c r ib e d  in  th e  t r a d i 

t io n s . T h is  is a lso  th e  a p p ro a c h  o n  w h ic h  m y  s tu d y  o f  th e  life  o f  M u 

h a m m a d  w as  b a se d .2 T h e  q u e s tio n  o f  th e  a u th e n tic i ty  o f  th e  trad itio n s , 

th a t is, w h e th e r  th e y  w e re  re a lly  tra n sm itte d  by  th e  a u th o ritie s  lis te d  in 

th e  isn a d s  (c h a in s  o f  tra n sm itte rs ) ,  w ill n o t d e ta in  us e i th e r  b e c a u se  o u r 

c o n c e rn  h e re  is th e  m e ssa g e  o f  th e  tra d itio n s , w h o e v e r  th e  “ a u th e n tic ” 

o rig in a l a u th o rity  m a y  be. T h e  e v id e n c e  o f  th e  isn a d s  w ill o n ly  h e lp  us 

d e te rm in e  th e  g e n e ra l p ro v e n a n c e  o f  th e  tra d itio n s , i.e . th e  g e o g ra p h ic  

reg io n  in  w h ich  th ey  o r ig in a te d  a n d  w ere  firs t c irc u la ted .

T h e  h a d ith  is an  a u to n o m o u s  lite ra ry  c o rp u s  th a t h as  its o w n  te x tu a l 

d y n a m ic s , a n d  th e re fo re  d e se rv e s  an  in d e p e n d e n t in v e s tig a tio n , se p a ra te  

fro m  th e  s tu d y  o f  o th e r  ty p e s  o f  Is la m ic  so u rc e s — su c h  as d o g m a tic , 

th e o lo g ic a l a n d  p o le m ica l w ritin g s— in w h ich  th e  im p ac t o f  th e  B ib le  an d  

th e  Q u r3an  m a y  a lso  b e  p re se n t. T h e  a d v a n ta g e  o f  th e  h a d ith  o v e r  th e se  

ty p e s  o f  te x ts  is th a t it c o n ta in s  e a r ly  la y e rs  w h ic h  m a y  re f le c t th e  v e ry  

f irs t s ta g e s  o f  th e  e v o lu tio n  o f  th e  Is lam ic  h is to ric a l p e rc e p tio n .

H a d ith  m a te ria l is a v a ila b le  in  n u m e ro u s  c o m p ila tio n s : le g a l, ex eg e ti-  

ca l, h is to r io g ra p h ic a l,  e tc . S o m e  o f  th e  m a te r ia l is re g a rd e d  as  “ so u n d ” 

( s a h ih ) ,  b u t o u r  s tu d y  w ill n o t b e  c o n f in e d  to  w h a t o r th o d o x  M u slim s  

c o n s id e r  “ so u n d ” , a n d  w ill ta k e  a c c o u n t o f  all th e  la y e rs  o f  th e  a v a ila b le  

m a te r ia l, w h ic h  is th e  o n ly  w a y  to  g a in  an  in s ig h t in to  th e  e v o lu tio n  o f  

id e a s  a n d  in to  th e  te n s io n  b e tw e e n  c o n flic tin g  a p p ro a c h e s . S h ici c o m p il 

a tio n s  w ill a lso  b e  c o n su lte d , a n d  w ill b e  sh o w n  to  rev ea l th e  sp ec ia l ro le  

p la y ed  by  th e  C h ild re n  o f  Israel in  S h ici d o g m a .

A  p io n e e r in g  su rv ey  o f  B ib lica l e le m e n ts  (=  I s r a ’ iliyya t)  in h a d ith  has  

a lre a d y  b een  d o n e  b y  M .J . K is te r , w h o  a lso  e x a m in e d  th e  re a c tio n  o f  

M u slim  re lig io u s  le a d e rs  to  th e  Je w ish  im p ac t on  th e  M u slim  b e lie v e rs .3 

M o re  r e c e n t  s tu d ie s  b y  s c h o la r s  in te r e s te d  in  J e w is h  a n d  C h r is -  

t ia n - I s la m ic  l i te ra ry  c o n ta c ts  h a v e  re m a in e d  fo c u se d  o n  o th e r  ty p e s  o f  

Is la m ic  w ritin g s , su ch  as  a n ti-J e w ish  p o le m ic s ,4 as  w e ll a s  o n  th e  e v i 

2 U ri R u b in ,  T h e  E y e  o f  th e  B e h o ld e r :  th e  L i fe  o f  M u h a m m a d  a s  V ie w e d  b y  th e  E a r ly  

M u s lim s  ( P r in c e to n ,  1 9 9 5 ).

3 M .J . K is te r ,  “H a d d i th u  ca t t  b a n t  i s r a ’H a w a - la  h a r a ja ” , I s r a e l  O r ie n ta l  S tu d i e s  2 

(1 9 7 2 ) ,  2 1 5 - 3 9  ( r e p r .  in  id e m ,  S tu d ie s  in  J a h i l i y y a  a n d  E a r ly  I s la m ,  [L o n d o n ,  1 9 8 0 ] , 

X IV ) .

4 H a v a  L a z a r u s - Y a f e h ,  I n t e r tw i n e d  W o r ld s :  M e d i e v a l  I s la m  a n d  B ib l e  C r i t i c i s m
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d e n c e  o f  th e  Q u r°an  its e lf  a n d  its  e x e g e s is  ( ta fs ir ) .5 T h e  a b se n c e  o f  h a d ith  

is e sp e c ia lly  c o n sp ic u o u s  in  o n e  b o o k  w h ic h  w as  d e s ig n e d  to  in v e s tig a te  

the  e v o lu tio n  o f  th e  Is la m ic  se lf - im a g e  in  th e  c o n te x t o f  J e w is h - Is la m ic  

c o n c e p tu a l c o n ta c ts , n a m e ly , Jo h n  W a n s b ro u g h ’s T h e  S e c ta r ia n  M il ie u .6 

A n o c c a s io n a l a l lu s io n  to  h a d ith  is o n ly  m a d e  in  th e  se c o n d  c h a p te r  o f  

th is  b o o k , w h ich  lo o k s  in to  th e  ro le  o f  th e  su n n a  a s  an  o r ig in  o f  au th o rity .

A  n o te w o r th y  e x c e p tio n  is  S u lim a n  B a s h e a r ’s p o s th u m o u s ly  p u b 

l is h e d  A r a b s  a n d  O th e r s , in  w h ic h  a  c o n s id e ra b le  a m o u n t o f  h a d ith  

m a te r ia l, in c lu d in g  Q u r^an  e x e g e s is ,  is s tu d ie d  “ w ith  an  a tte m p t to  e x 

a m in e  th e  A r a b s ’ c o n s c io u s n e s s  o f  th e m s e lv e s  a n d  o f  o th e r s . . . . ” 7 

H o w e v e r , th is  w o rk  is  n o t in te n d e d  to  c o n c e n tra te  o n  w o rld  h is to ry  in  

p a r tic u la r , a n d  n o  sp e c ia l a t te n tio n  th e re fo re  is p a id  to  Je w s  o r  to  th e  

B ib le . T h is  o f  c o u rse  d o e s  n o t in  th e  le a s t d im in ish  th e  im p o rta n c e  o f  th is  

w e lc o m e  c o n trib u tio n  to  th e  s tu d y  o f  ea rly  Is la m .

A  li te ra ry  s tu d y  o f  th e  I s la m ic  h is to r ic a l p e rc e p tio n  as  a  k e y  to  th e  

fo rm a tio n  o f  th e  Is la m ic  s e lf - im a g e  is th e re fo re  w e ll in  o rd e r , a n d  its  

re su lts  m a y  b e  h e lp fu l fo r  a  re v a lu a tio n  o f  th e  Is la m ic  a tti tu d e  to w a rd s  

Jew s an d  C h ris tian s .

T h e  S tru c tu r e  o f  th e  B o o k

T h is  b o o k  u ses  as  a  s ta rtin g  p o in t th e  A ra b  c o n q u e s t o f  S y ria , w h ic h  to o k  

p la ce  a t th e  f irs t s ta g e  o f  th e  A ra b  a n ti-B y z a n tin e  c a m p a ig n , a n d  m a rk e d  

th e  b e g in n in g  o f  m e a n in g fu l re la tio n s  b e tw e e n  th e  w e ll-e s ta b lish e d  Je w - 

is h -C h r is t ia n  c u ltu ra l sy s te m  a n d  th e  y o u n g  A ra b ia n - I s la m ic  o n e . T h e  

Is la m ic  te x ts  in d ic a te  th a t th e  y o u n g  I s la m ic  c u l tu re  a c te d  a s  y o u n g  

c u ltu re s  n o rm a lly  d o  w h e n  e x p o s e d  to  d ire c t  c o n ta c t  w ith  w e ll - e s ta b 

l ish e d  cu ltu re s . A t firs t, Is la m ic  h is to r io g ra p h y  te n d e d  to  b e  d e p e n d e n t on  

th e  w e ll-e s ta b lish e d  J e w is h -C h r is t ia n  l i te ra ry  m o d e ls  o f  s a c re d  h is to ry , 

an d  a t th is  p r im a ry  s ta g e , I s la m ic  tra d i t io n  a p p ro p r ia te d  fro m  th e  J e w 

( P r in c e to n ,  1 9 9 2 ); C a m i l l a  A d a n g ,  M u s l im  W r i te r s  o n  J u d a is m  a n d  th e  H e b r e w  B ib le :  

F r o m  Ib n  R a b b a n  to  Ib n  H a z m  ( L e id e n ,  1 9 9 6 ).

5 J a n e  D a m tn e n  M c A u li f f e ,  Q u r Jd n ic  C h r is t ia n s  ( C a m b r id g e ,  1 9 9 1 ) .

6 J o h n  W a n s b r o u g h ,  T h e  S e c ta r ia n  M i l i e u :  C o n te n t  a n d  C o m p o s i t io n  o f  I s la m ic  S a l 

v a tio n  H is to r y  ( O x fo rd ,  1 9 7 8 ).

7 S u l im a n  B a s h e a r ,  A r a b s  a n d  O th e r s  in  E a r ly  I s la m  ( P r in c e to n ,  1 9 9 7 ), 5 .
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is h -C h r is t ia n  li te ra tu re  B ib lic a l ite m s  a n d  m e ss ia n ic  c o n c e p ts  w h ic h  it 

ad a p te d  to  Is la m ic  a p o lo g e tic  n e e d s , an d  th u s  p ro v id e d  th e  A ra b  in v asio n  

its le g itim isa tio n . M o re  sp e c if ic a lly , M u slim  h is to r io g ra p h y  a n c h o re d  th e  

A ra b  c o n q u e s t o f  S y ria  in  B ib lic a l p ro p h e c ie s , th us tu rn in g  th is  c o n q u e s t 

in to  a  re n e w e d  v e rs io n  o f  a n  Is ra e lite  ex o d u s , i.e. a  m e ss ia n ic  re -c o n q u e s t 

o f  th e  P ro m ise d  L an d . T h e  Is ra e li te s  th e m se lv e s  (o r  ra th e r , th e ir  d e s c e n 

d a n ts )  w e re  d e p ic te d  as  v ir tu o u s  b e lie v e rs  sh a r in g  w ith  th e  A ra b s  th e  

sa m e  m e ss ia n ic  g o a l, th u s  c o n s ti tu tin g  w ith  th e m  a  c h o se n  c o m m u n ity  

b a se d  o n  a  u n iv e rsa l m o n o th e ism .

T h is  s ta g e  is d is c u s s e d  in  C h a p te r  1, w h ic h  a n a ly se s  tra d i t io n s  in 

w h ic h  p ro p h e c ie s  g le a n e d  m a in ly  f ro m  Is a ia h  a n d  E z e k ie l  h a v e  b e e n  

a d a p te d  to  th e  A ra b  c o n q u e s t  o f  S y r ia  a n d  to  th e  A ra b  a n t i-B y z a n tin e  

c a m p a ig n  a t la rg e , th u s  p ro v id in g  th em  w ith  d iv in e  le g itim isa tio n . T h e  

a d a p ta tio n  is d o n e  b y  K a cb a l-A h b a r , a  J e w ish  c o n v e r t to  Is la m . T h is  

c h a p te r  a lso  c o n s id e rs  tra d itio n s  u s in g  th e  Je w ish  m e ss ia n ic  th e m e  o f  th e  

L o s t T rib e s  o f  Is ra e l, w h ich  a p p e a r  in  th e se  tra d itio n s  as  v ir tu o u s  w a rr i 

o rs  a s s is tin g  th e  M u s lim s  in  th e  e sc h a to lo g ic a l b a ttle  fo r  C o n s ta n tin o p le , 

an d  tu rn  th e  e x p e c te d  fa ll o f  th e  c ity  in to  th e  fo cu s  o f  A ra b -J e w is h  m e s 

s ia n ic  d re a m s. F in a lly , th e  c h a p te r  e x a m in e s  so m e  J e w ish  a n d  C h ris tia n  

te x ts  w h ic h  a re  a lso  fo c u se d  on  th e  e sc h a to lo g ic a l b a ttle  fo r  C o n s ta n tin 

o p le .

C h a p te r  2  d e a ls  w ith  tra d i t io n s  in  w h ic h  th e  sc o p e  o f  J e w is h -A ra b  

m e ss ia n ism  is e x p a n d e d  fro m  S y r ia  to  A ra b ia , a n d  is p ro je c te d  b a c k  in to  

th e  life  o f  M u h a m m a d . T h e se  tra d itio n s  try  to  tu rn  th e  H ija z  in to  a  d e s ti 

n a tio n  fo r  Is ra e lite  p ilg r im a g e  w h ic h  th e y  e s ta b lish  as  a  m o d e l fo r  M u 

h a m m a d ’s o w n  c a m p a ig n s  in  th e  H ijaz . S u c h  tra d itio n s  m a rk  th e  g ro w th  

o f  A rab  c o n sc io u sn e ss  w ith in  th e  e v o lv in g  Is lam ic  se lf- im a g e , a n d  re p re 

se n t e ffo r ts  to  se c u re  th e  s ta tu s  o f  th e  H ija z i h o ly  p la ces  a f te r  it h a d  b e e n  

o v e rsh a d o w e d  b y  th a t o f  S y ria , th e  o r ig in a l P ro m ise d  L an d . M o st s ig n if 

ic an t h e re  a re  th e  tra d itio n s  a t tr ib u tin g  to  th e  L o st T rib e s  o f  Is rae l a  H ija 

z i o r ie n ta tio n . T h e  tr ib e s  n o t o n ly  g o  o n  p ilg r im a g e  to  M e c c a  b u t a lso  

m e e t w ith  th e  P ro p h e t in  p e rso n  a n d  re c o g n ise  th e  tru th  o f  h is  m e ssag e . 

T h is  c h a p te r  a lso  to u c h e s  u p o n  a  C h ris tia n  d o c u m e n t (S e b e o s )  th a t p r e 

se rv es  m a jo r  e le m e n ts  o f  J e w is h -A ra b  m e ss ia n ism .

T h e  tw o  su b se q u e n t c h a p te rs  d e a l w ith  tra d itio n s  th a t re m a in  w ith in  

the  H ija z i sp h e re  o f  th e  life  o f  M u h a m m a d . T h e y  re ta in  th e  re la tio n sh ip
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b e tw ee n  th e  Is la m ic  c o n q u e s ts  an d  th e  Is ra e lite  e x o d u s , b u t d e m o n s tra te  

th e  o n g o in g  tra n s itio n  fro m  a u n iv e rsa l to  a p a r tic u la r is tic  p e rc e p tio n  o f  

th e  fa ith . T h e y  re f le c t an  e v e r-g ro w in g  Is la m ic  a b ility  to  d is e n g a g e  an d  

d e v e lo p  in d e p e n d e n tly ,  w h ic h  w a s  m a d e  p o s s ib le  b e c a u se  th e  A ra b s  

e n jo y e d  p o li tic a l a s  w e ll as  m ilita ry  a n d  so c ia l s u p e r io r ity  o v e r  th e  Je w s  

an d  th e  C h ris tia n s . In  th e se  tra d itio n s , th e  im a g e  o f  th e  C h ild re n  o f  Israe l 

h as  c h a n g e d  c o n s id e ra b ly . T h e y  a re  d e sc r ib e d  a s  s in n e rs  a n d  as  in fe r io r  

to  th e  fa ith fu l A ra b s . T h e ir  s in fu l im ag e  is d e r iv e d  e x c lu s iv e ly  fro m  th e  

Q u r ’an , w h ic h  re p la c e s  th e  B ib le  as  th e  ce n tra l so u rc e  o f  re lig io u s  k n o w 

le d g e . In  th is  n e w  s e tt in g  th e  C h ild re n  o f  Is ra e l fa il to  a c c o m p lish  th e  

sa c re d  g o a ls  o f  th e ir  e x o d u s , a n d  M u h a m m a d ’s A ra b  b e lie v e rs  fu lf il th e  

m is s io n  in s te a d  o f  th e m , th u s  r e p la c in g  th e  I s r a e l i te s  a s  G o d ’s n e w  

c h o se n  p e o p le . T h e  ro le  o f  tw o  Q u r3a n ic  p a s sa g e s , a d d u c e d  in  M u h a m 

m a d ’s b io g ra p h y  to  d e m o n s tra te  th e  s in s  o f  th e  Is ra e li te s  a n d  th e  su p e r 

io rity  o f  th e  A ra b s  o v e r  th em , is d isc u sse d  in C h a p te rs  3 a n d  4.

F u r th e r  g lo b a l a sp e c ts  o f  th e  n o tio n  o f  A ra b  s u p e r io r i ty  o v e r  Je w s , 

an d  m a in ly  th e  e x c lu s io n  o f  th e  Is ra e lite s  fro m  th e  sco p e  o f  G o d ’s c h o sen  

c o m m u n ity , a re  e x a m in e d  in  C h a p te r  5. T h e se  a sp e c ts  re v o lv e  a ro u n d  the 

Q u r3an ic  scen e  o f  M o se s  an d  th e  sm a sh e d  ta b le ts .

T h e  su b se q u e n t c h a p te rs  ( 6 -1 0 )  c o n tin u e  w ith  th e  th e m e  o f  th e  s in fu l 

Is rae lite s , b u t h e re  th e  re la tio n sh ip  b e tw e e n  th e  la t te r  an d  th e  M u s lim s  is 

d ra m a tic a lly  d iffe re n t. In s te a d  o f  c o n tra s tin g  s in fu l Is ra e li te s  a n d  c h o sen  

M u s lim s , th e se  tra d i t io n s  p la c e  M u s lim s  a n d  n o n -M u s lim s  w ith in  th e  

s a m e  s p h e re  o f  s in  a n d  p u n is h m e n t. T h e s e  tr a d i t io n s  a re  fo c u s e d  on  

c o n d itio n s  o f  in n e r  d iv is io n  an d  sc h ism  w h ich  se e m  to  h a v e  g e n e ra te d  a  

d e sp e ra te  c o n v ic tio n  th a t th e  d iv id e d  Is la m ic  c o m m u n ity  w as  n o  b e tte r  

th a n  th e  o th e r  c o m m u n itie s , a n d  th a t it w a s  d e s tin e d  to  s u ffe r  th e  sam e  

fa te  o f  sin  an d  p u n ish m e n t th a t h a d  b e fa lle n  th e  Is rae lite s .

T h e se  tra d itio n s  to o  d ra w  h e a v ily  o n  th e  Q u r ’an , b u t n o w  th e  m o d e ls  

o f  I s ra e li te  s in  a n d  p u n is h m e n t a re  u s e d  to  e x p o s e  a n d  d e n o u n c e  th e  

c o n f lic ts  a m o n g  M u s lim s  as re se m b lin g  c o n f lic ts  a m o n g  Is ra e li te s . T h e  

tra d itio n s  a tta c k  v a r io u s  s e c tio n s  o f  Is la m ic  so c ie ty , m a in ly  K h a w a rij , 

Q a d a ris  an d  S h icis; th e se  a re  all a c c u se d  o f  in tro d u c in g  Is ra e li te  fo rm s  o f  

sch ism  in to  Is la m ic  so c ie ty . T h e  Q u r°an  i ts e lf  q u ite  o f te n  fe a tu re s  as  the 

c o re  o f  th e  Is la m ic  d is s e n s io n , a n d  th e  v a r io u s  h e re t ic s  a re  a c c u se d  o f  

tu rn in g  th e  s c r ip tu re  in to  a  so u rc e  o f  in n e r  d iv is io n , th u s  im ita tin g  th e
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Je w s  a n d  th e  C h r is tia n s , w h o  w e re  d iv id e d  o v e r  th e ir  o w n  s c r ip tu re s . 

H en ce  a  p a ra lle lism  e m e rg e s  b e tw e e n  th e  B ib le  an d  th e  Q u r3an  as o rig in s  

o f  d iv is io n , so  th a t in s te ad  o f  p ro v id in g  th e  M u slim s  w ith  a  firm  b a s is  o f  

a  d is t in c tiv e  id e n tity , th e  Q u r3an  h a s  tu rn e d  o u t to  b e  th e  c a u s e  o f  th e ir  

a s s im ila t io n  w ith  th e  o th e r  c o m m u n it ie s . T h e  tra d i t io n s  e x p o s in g  th is  

p a ra lle l ism  se t o u t to  p re v e n t th e  a s s im ila tio n  b y  u rg in g  th e  M u s lim s  to  

a v o id  sc h ism  re v o lv in g  a ro u n d  th e  Q u r°an  an d  a d h e re  in s te a d  to  th e  P ro 

p h e t ’s su n n a . T h e se  tra d itio n s  th u s  p ro v id e  a  sp e c if ic  b a c k g ro u n d  fo r  th e  

m u c h -d e b a te d  e m e rg e n c e  o f  th e  p a r tic u la r  v a lu e  o f  M u h a m m a d ’s su n n a .

A  su rv e y  o f  th e se  tra d itio n s  re v e a ls  m a jo r  a sp e c ts  o f  th e  Is la m ic  c o n 

tro v e rs ie s  th a t re v o lv e  a ro u n d  th e  Q u r3an , a lo n g  w ith  th e  Is ra e lite  s tig m a  

th a t w as  a tta c h e d  to  th e m . In  C h a p te rs  6  a n d  7 , th e  te n s io n  b e tw e e n  th e  

Q u r°an  a n d  th e  su n n a  is d is c u s se d  in  c o n n e c tio n  w ith  K h a riji d is s e n t,  to  

w h ic h  a n  Is ra e li te  s t ig m a  is a t ta c h e d  b y  m e a n s  o f  th e  f i r a q  tra d itio n , 

w h ic h  e q u a te s  th e  Is ra e lite  sc h ism  w ith  th e  Is la m ic  o n e . A llu s io n  is m a d e  

h e re  to  th e  p a ra lle l te n s io n  a m o n g  Je w s  b e tw e e n  w ritte n  a n d  o ra l T o ra h , 

w h ic h  se e m s  to  b e  th e  o r ig in  o f  th e  Is ra e li te  s tig m a  o f  th e  K h a w a rij. In  

C h a p te r  8 , re fe re n c e  is m a d e  to  th e  S h ici an d  th e  Q a d a ri d is s e n s io n , to  

w h ic h  an  Is ra e li te  s tig m a  is a t ta c h e d  b y  m e a n s  o f  th e  su n n a  s ta te m e n t, 

w h ic h  e q u a te s  th e  e v il w ay s  o f  th e  I s ra e li te s  w ith  th o se  o f  th e  M u slim s. 

In  C h a p te r  9 , re fe re n c e  is a g a in  m a d e  to  th e  Q a d a ris  a s  w e ll as  to  o th e rs  

w h o  sp re a d  d is se n s io n  a m o n g  M u slim s ; th is  d is c o rd  s te m m e d  fro m  c o n 

tro v e rs ie s  o v e r  th e  re a d in g  an d  in te rp re ta tio n  o f  th e  Q u r 3a n , a s  w e ll as  

fro m  re ly in g  o n  a p o c ry p h a l s c r ip tu re s . T h e  Is ra e li te  s tig m a  is n o w  a t 

ta c h e d  to  th e m  b y  m e a n s  o f  th e  h a la k a  s ta te m e n t , w h ic h  e q u a te s  th e  

w o rld ly  p u n ish m e n t o f  th e  Is ra e lite s  w ith  th a t o f  th e  M u slim s . C h a p te r  10 

d e a ls  w ith  tra d itio n s  a p p ly in g  to  th e  a b o v e  s in n e rs  a m o n g  th e  M u s lim s  

th e  Q u rDa n ic  Is ra e li te  fa te  o f  p u n it iv e  m e ta m o rp h o s is  in to  a p e s  an d  p ig s . 

T h u s , M u slim s  g u il ty  o f  Is ra e li te  s in s  a re  a lso  lia b le  to  Is ra e li te  p u n is h 

m en t.

In  th e  d if fe re n t c h a p te rs , sp e c ia l a t te n tio n  is g iv e n  to  th e  C h ild re n  o f  

Is ra e l a s  seen  b y  th e  S h icis. T h e  re le v a n t tra d itio n s  sh o w  th a t, w h ile  th e  

S u n n is  a t ta c h e d  an  Is ra e lite  s tig m a  to  S h icis a n d  o th e r  u n o rth o d o x  tren d s , 

th e  S h icis , fo r  th e ir  p a r t, a tta c h e d  th e  s a m e  s tig m a  to  th e  S u n n is , w h ile  

se e in g  th e m s e lv e s  as  p re s e rv in g  a m o n g  th e  M u s lim s  th e  h o n o u ra b le  

h e r ita g e  o f  the Is ra e lite  p ro p h e ts .
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T h e  S u m m a ry  d ra w s  to g e th e r  th e  v a r io u s  f in d in g s  o f  th e  b o o k , so r t 

in g  th e m  o u t a c c o rd in g  to  th e  m a jo r  th e m e s  o f  th e  d is c u s s io n , n a m e ly , 

th e  C h ild ren  o f  Is ra e l, th e  A ra b  b e lie v e rs , th e  B ib le  an d  th e  Q u r ’an.

T h e  S u m m a ry  c lo se s  w ith  a n  e p ilo g u e  th a t to u c h e s  u p o n  th e  p ro b le m  

o f  th e  c h ro n o lo g y  o f  th e  e v o lv in g  Is la m ic  s e lf - im a g e  as  im p lie d  th ro u g h 

o u t th e  c h a p te rs , a n d  p ro v id e s  th e  e x te rn a l  c o n s id e ra t io n s  w h ic h  h a v e  

d e te rm in e d  th e  s tru c tu re  o f  th is  b ook .

E x c u rs u s  A  e x a m in e s  th e  s u rv iv a l  o f  th e  J e w is h  m y th  o f  th e  L o s t 

T rib e s  in  d ie ta ry  la w  p e r ta in in g  to  th e  m e a t o f  m ic e  an d  liza rd s . E x cu rsu s  

B e x a m in e s  an  a d d it io n a l e x a m p le  o f  K a cb  a l -A h b a r ’s ro le  a s  th e  p ro 

v id e r  o f  B ib lic a l l in k s  d e s ig n e d  to  a n c h o r  th e  h is to ry  o f  th e  Is lam ic  um m a  

in  B ib lic a l p ro p h e c ie s . A  p ro p h e c y  fro m  G e n e s is  a b o u t I s h m a e l’s tw e lv e  

p rin c e s  is a p p lie d  to  M u s lim  le a d e rs , a n d  th e  v a r io u s  s ta g e s  o f  its Is la m ic  

tra n s fo rm a tio n  a re  s tu d ie d  h e re . B o th  c h a p te rs  su p p ly  a d d itio n a l e x a m 

p le s  o f  th e  te n s io n  b e tw e e n  th e  B ib le  a n d  th e  Q u r ’an .
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T h e  s tu d y  o f  the  Is la m ic  se lf - im a g e , a s  re f le c te d  in  th e  Is la m ic  h is to r ic a l 

p e rc e p tio n , sh o u ld  b eg in  w ith  th e  li te ra ry  a n a ly s is  o f  tra d itio n s  d e sc r ib in g  

th e  A ra b  c o n q u e s ts  (f u tu h ) ,] b e c a u se  m ilita ry  c a m p a ig n s  w e re  th e  m e an s  

b y  w h ic h  Is la m  f ir s t  m a n ife s te d  i t s e l f  in  w o r ld  h is to ry .2 A m o n g  th e  

tra d itio n s  d e sc r ib in g  th e  A ra b  c o n q u e s ts , th e re  a re  so m e  w h ic h  d e a l w ith  

th e  C h ild re n  o f  Is ra e l a n d  e s ta b l is h  a  d ir e c t  l in k  b e tw e e n  th e  ro le  in 

h is to ry  p la y e d  b y  th e m  a n d  by  th e  A ra b  b e lie v e rs . T h e s e  tra d itio n s  a re  

th e re fo re  m o s t re v e a lin g  as  fa r  as th e  Is la m ic  se lf - im a g e  is c o n ce rn ed .

T h e  tra d itio n s  a b o u t th e  C h ild re n  o f  Is ra e l w h ic h  p e r ta in  to  th e  A ra b  

c o n q u e s ts  fa ll in to  tw o  su b g ro u p s . O n e  su b g ro u p  d e sc r ib e s  th e  c o n q u e s ts  

in  A ra b ia  d u rin g  M u h a m m a d ’s tim e , an d  th e  o th e r  s u b g ro u p  d e a ls  w ith  

th e  m ilita ry  c la sh  w ith  th e  B y z a n tin e s  o u ts id e  o f  A ra b ia  w h ic h  to o k  p la c e  

in  th e  tim e  o f  la te r  c a lip h s . T h e  c h ro n o lo g ic a l  o rd e r  o f  th e  e v e n ts  d e 

s c r ib e d  in  th e se  t r a d i t io n s  o u g h t  to  h a v e  le d  u s  to  b e g in  w ith  th e  

tra d itio n s  a b o u t M u h a m m a d , b u t I h a v e  d e c id e d  to  fo llo w  a n o th e r  c h ro 

n o lo g y , th a t o f  h is to r ic a l p e rc e p tio n , o r , o f  s e lf- im a g e . T h is  c h ro n o lo g y  

e n ta ils  th a t th e  tra d itio n s  a b o u t th e  c la sh  w ith  th e  B y z a n tin e s  be  d is c u s 

1 C o n s id e r a b le  w o rk  h a s  a l r e a d y  b e e n  d o n e  o n  th e  l i te r a r y  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  th e  fu t i i h  

t r a d i t io n s .  S e e  e s p e c i a l l y  A lb r e c h t  N o th  a n d  L a w r e n c e  1. C o n r a d ,  T h e  E a r ly  I s la m ic  

H is to r ic a l  T r a d i t io n :  a  S o u r c e - C r i t i c a l  S tu d y , t r a n s .  M ic h a e l  B o n n e r  ( P r in c e to n ,  1 9 9 4 ) . 

S e e  a l s o  L a w r e n c e  I. C o n r a d ,  “ T h e  C o n q u e s t  o f  A r w a d :  a  S o u r c e - C r i t i c a l  S tu d y  in  th e  

H is to r io g r a p h y  o f  th e  E a r ly  M e d ie v a l  N e a r  E a s t ” , in  A v e r i l  C a m e r o n  a n d  L a w r e n c e  I. 

C o n r a d ,  e d s . ,  T h e  B y z a n t in e  a n d  E a r ly  I s la m ic  N e a r  E a s t ,  I: P r o b le m s  in  th e  L i t e r a r y  

S o u r c e  M a te r ia l  ( P r in c e to n ,  1 9 9 2 ) , 3 1 7 - 4 0 1 .

2 F o r  w a r f a r e  a s  a  m a jo r  f a c to r  in  th e  r i s e  o f  I s la m ,  s e e  e s p e c i a l l y  P a t r i c i a  C r o n e ,  

M e c c a n  T r a d e  a n d  th e  R is e  o f  I s la m  (P r in c e to n ,  1 9 8 7 ), 2 4 3 —4 6 .
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sed  f irs t, fo r  th e  fo llo w in g  re a so n : a ll th e  a v a ila b le  te x ts  a re  th e  p ro d u c t 

o f  h is to r io g ra p h e rs  w h o  f lo u r ish e d  in  th e  U m a y y a d  p e r io d  a t th e  e a r lie s t, 

w h ich  m e a n s  th a t th e ir  w o rk  m u s t h a v e  b e e n  d o n e  u n d e r  th e  in f lu e n c e  o f  

w h a t th e y  a lre a d y  k n e w  a b o u t th e  Is la m ic  a c h ie v e m e n ts  u p  to  th e ir  o w n  

tim e . It fo llo w s  th a t th e  te x ts  w e  re a d  to d a y , in  w h ic h  a  m e a n in g fu l p e r 

c e p tio n  o f  w o r ld  h is to ry  is d isc e rn e d , w ere  c re a te d  b y  p e o p le  w ell a w a re  

o f  th e  sw e e p in g  Is la m ic  c o n q u e s ts  o u ts id e  o f  A rab ia .

H e n c e  w h a t th e y  te ll u s  a b o u t M u h a m m a d  in  th e  c o n te x t o f  w o rld  

h is to ry  m u s t h a v e  b e e n  fo rm e d  u n d e r  th e  im p a c t o f  la te r  e v e n ts , b e c a u se  

a s  lo n g  a s  th e  re lig io n  k n o w n  as  “ Is la m ” w as  c o n f in e d  to  A ra b ia , th e  

“ M u s lim s” , th a t is, th e  fa ith fu l A ra b s , w e re  n o t y e t p a r t  o f  w o rld  h is to ry , 

a n d  so  c o u ld  h a rd ly  h a v e  fo rm e d  a  m e a n in g fu l h is to r ic a l p e rc e p tio n  at 

th a t lev e l. E v e n  if  in  M u h a m m a d ’s d a y s  th e  M u s lim s  a lre a d y  a sp ire d  to  

c h a n g in g  th e  h is to ry  o f  th e  w o rld , th e y  h a d  n o t y e t d o n e  it. W o rld  h is to ry  

w as o n ly  c h a n g e d  in  th e  p e r io d  o f  th & fu t i ih  o u ts id e  A ra b ia , w h ile  in  M u 

h a m m a d ’s d a y s , th e  c h a n g e s  a f fe c te d  b y  w a r fa re  re m a in e d  w ith in  th e  

A ra b ia n  sp h e re  o f  th e  H ija z i tr ib e s . O ld  e m p ire s  w e re  s til l  in tac t.

It fo llo w s  th a t w h e n  lo o k in g  fo r  th e  f irs t s ta g e s  o f  th e  e v o lu tio n  o f  th e  

Is la m ic  p e rc e p tio n  o n  w o rld  h is to ry , tra d itio n s  a b o u t A ra b ia  sh o u ld  n o t 

b e  s tu d ie d  f irs t. R a th e r , o n e  sh o u ld  b e g in  w ith  th e  e v e n ts  th a t h a d  th e  

f irs t im p a c t o n  th e  h is to r io g ra p h ic a l  p e rc e p tio n  o f  th e  h is to r io g ra p h e rs ,  

th a t is, th e  fu t i ih  o u ts id e  A ra b ia . T h e  c o n q u e s t o f  th e  H o ly  L a n d  le f t  n o t 

o n ly  th e  firs t, b u t a lso  th e  g re a te s t im p a c t on  th e  e v o lv in g  Is la m ic  h is to r i 

c a l p e rce p tio n .

T h e  H is t o r ic a l  C la s h  w ith  th e  B y z a n t in e s

T h e  n a rra tiv e  o f  th e  A ra b  a n t i-B y z a n tin e  c a m p a ig n  h a s  tw o  c o n c e p tu a l 

s ta g e s , h is to r ic a l a n d  e sc h a to lo g ic a l .  T h e  h is to r ic a l s ta g e  p e r ta in s  to  a l- 

S h am , th a t is, S y ria  a n d  P a le s tin e . T h e se  w ere  th e  re g io n s  w h ich  th e  A rab  

b e lie v e rs  a c tu a lly  c o n q u e re d  f ro m  th e  B y z a n tin e s .3 T h e  e sc h a to lo g ic a l 

s ta g e  a p p lie s  to  th e  re s t o f  th e  B y z a n tin e  r e g io n s  a n d  m a in ly  to  C o n 

s ta n tin o p le , w h ic h  th e  M u s lim s  fa ile d  to  c o n q u e r  u n ti l  1453 , b u t n e v e r

3 F o r  th e  h is to r y  o f  th e  A r a b  c o n q u e s t  o f  S y r i a  a n d  P a le s t i n e  s e e  e .g .  F r e d  M c G r a w  

D o n n e r ,  T h e  E a r ly  I s la m ic  C o n q u e s t s  ( P r in c e to n ,  1 9 8 1 ) , 9 1 - 1 5 5 ;  M o s h e  G il ,  H is to r y  o f  

P a le s t in e , 6 3 4 - 1 0 9 9 ,  t r a n s .  E th e l  B r o id o  ( C a m b r id g e ,  1 9 9 2 ).
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s to p p e d  d re a m in g  o f  c a p tu r in g , in  th e  p ro c e ss  tu rn in g  th e  d re a m  in to  th e  

fo cu s  o f  th e ir  m e ss ia n ic  h o p es .

T h e  h is to r ic a l a s  w e ll as  th e  e s c h a to lo g ic a l le v e ls  o f  th e  a n t i-B y z a n 

tin e  c a m p a ig n  re v e a l th e  d e p e n d e n c e  o f  Is la m ic  h is to r io g ra p h y  o n  Je w ish  

m o d e ls , a n d  th is  d e v e lo p m e n t is re f le c te d  in  tra d itio n s  p e r ta in in g  to  th e  

C h ild re n  o f  Is ra e l .  B e g in n in g  w ith  th e  h is to r ic a l  p h a s e , th e  r e le v a n t 

tra d itio n s  d e sc r ib e  th e  Je w s  as w e lc o m in g  th e  A ra b  in v a s io n  o f  P a le s tin e  

w ith  m e ss ia n ic  e u p h o r ia , a n d  as  se e in g  in  it a  re n e w e d  e x o d u s  a n d  re tu rn  

to  th e  P ro m is e d  L a n d . T h is  im p lie s  a p p ro p r ia tio n  o f  J e w ish  m e ss ia n ic  

id eas  an d  th e ir  in c o rp o ra tio n  in to  th e  Is la m ic  s to ry  o f  th e  c o n q u e s t w h e re  

th e y  h a v e  b e c o m e  th e  m a jo r  re tro sp e c tiv e  ju s ti f ic a t io n  o f  th e  A ra b  in v a 

s ion .

In  th e  B ib le , th e  id e a  o f  th e  E x o d u s  c o v e rs  th e  e n t ire  s e q u e n c e  o f  

e v e n ts  fro m  A b ra h a m , to  w h o m  G o d  p ro m ise s  in  p o s te r i ty  to  g iv e  th e  

la n d  o f  C a n a a n , th ro u g h  M o se s , e le c te d  b y  G o d  to  l ib e ra te  Is ra e l fro m  

s la v e ry  in  E g y p t, t i l l  th e  c o n q u e s t  o f  th e  P ro m is e d  L a n d  b y  J o s h u a  th e  

so n  o f  N u n . T h e  E x o d u s  m a rk s  th e  e le c tio n  o f  th e  C h ild re n  o f  Is ra e l as  

G o d ’s c h o s e n  p e o p le , a n d  it a lso  s e rv e s  as  a  m e s s ia n ic  m o d e l fo r  th e  

fu tu re  d e liv e ra n c e  o f  Is rae l fro m  e x ile .4

T h e  Is la m ic  tra d i t io n s  w h ic h  h a v e  a p p lie d  th e  id e a  o f  th e  E x o d u s  to  

th e  A ra b  in v a s io n  o f  a l-S h a m  re v o lv e  a ro u n d  th e  p e rso n a g e  o f  K a cb a l-  

A h b a r  (d . a h  3 2 ), a  w e ll-k n o w n  Jew  w h o  c a m e  to  S y ria  fro m  Y em en  an d  

liv e d  in  H im s. H e  is sa id  to  h a v e  b e e n  th e  p ro te g e  o f  M u 'a w iy a ,  th e  firs t 

U m a y y a d  c a lip h  o f  S y ria . T h e re  a re  v a r io u s  v e rs io n s  a b o u t th e  d a te  a n d  

c irc u m s ta n c e s  o f  h is  c o n v e rs io n  to  Is la m ,5 an d  a c c o rd in g  to  th e  tra d itio n s  

d is c u s s e d  b e lo w , h e  e m b ra c e d  I s la m  in  P a le s t in e  d u r in g  th e  d a y s  o f  

cU m a r  ib n  a l-K h a tta b , th e  c a l ip h  in  w h o se  t im e  th e  A ra b s  c o n q u e re d  

J e ru s a le m  fro m  th e  B y z a n tin e s . A  tra d i t io n  re c o rd e d  in  Ib n  A ° th a m ’s 

F u tiih 6 d e sc r ib e s  a  m e e tin g  b e tw e e n  K a°b  a n d  cU m a r  w h ic h  ta k e s  p la ce

4 E x o d u s  3 : 6 - 1 7 ;  D e u te r o n o m y  4 :3 4 ,  7 : 6 - 8 ;  I s a ia h  1 1 :1 5 - 1 6 ,  5 1 : 9 - 1 1 ,  6 3 :1 1 - 1 4 ;  

J e r e m ia h  1 1 :4 ; M ic a h  7 :1 5 , e tc .

5 I s ra e l  W o lf e n s o h n  ( B e n  Z e e v ) ,  K a cb  a l - A h b a r  u n d  s e i n e  S te l lu n g  im  H a d i t  u n d  in  

d e r  is la m is c h e n  L e g e n d e n l i t e r a tu r  ( F r a n k f u r t ,  1 9 3 3 ) , 1 6 - 2 0 .  S e e  a ls o  M o s h e  P e r lm a n n ,  

“ A  L e g e n d a r y  S to r y  o f  K a cb  a l - A h b a r ’s C o n v e r s io n  to  I s l a m ” , T h e  J o s h u a  S ta r r  M e 

m o r ia l  V o lu m e  (N e w  Y o rk , 1 9 5 3 ) , 8 5 - 9 9 ;  L e w is ,  T h e  J e w s  o f  I s la m ,  9 6 - 9 7 .

6 O n  Ib n  A cth a m  s e e  C o n ra d ,  “ A r w a d ” , 3 4 9  n . 9 0 .
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in  Je ru sa le m  sh o rtly  a f te r  th e  A ra b s  h a v e  ta k e n  c o n tro l o f  it.7 It re v o lv e s  

a ro u n d  th e  a x is  o f  th e  m u tu a l re c i ta t io n  o f  sc r ip tu re s . cU m a r  q u o te s  to  

K a cb a Q u r°an ic  v e rse , an d  K a cb  q u o te s  to  cU m a r  a  B ib lic a l tex t.

T h e  Q u r3a n ic  v e rse  w h ic h  K a cb  h e a rs  is S u ra t a l -N is a 3 (4 ):4 7 . In  it, 

th e  P e o p le  o f  th e  B o o k  a re  re q u e s te d  to  b e lie v e  in  th e  re v e a le d  b o o k  o f  

G o d  (=  th e  Q u r3an ) b e c a u se  it c o n f irm s  (m u sa d d iq ) th e ir  o w n  sc rip tu re s . 

T h is  is fo llo w e d  'b y  a  th re a t o f  d re a d fu l p u n is h m e n t.8 O n  h e a r in g  th is  

d iv in e  d e m a n d , K a cb e m b ra c e s  Is la m  an d  im m e d ia te ly  q u o te s  to  cU m a r  a 

p a s sa g e  f ro m  th e  T o ra h , a n d  th u s  a  s tru c tu re  o f  m u tu a l a t te s ta t io n  is 

c rea ted : w h ile  th e  Q u r ’an ic  p a s sa g e  is a d d u c e d  to  sh o w  th a t Is lam  c o r re 

sp o n d s  to  th e  B ib lica l a n n u n c ia tio n , th e  T o ra h  is a d d u c e d  to  il lu s tra te  an d  

c o n f irm  th a t a n n u n c ia tio n . T h e  p a s s a g e  w h ic h  K a cb  q u o te s  f ro m  th e  

T o ra h  fo re te lls  th e  A ra b  c o n q u e s t  o f  th e  H o ly  L a n d  b y  cU m a r, a n d  d e 

s c rib es  h is  fo llo w ers . T h e  p a ssa g e  read s  thus:

T h is  la n d ,  in  w h ic h  th e  C h i ld r e n  o f  I s r a e l  o n c e  d w e l t ,  w il l  b e  o p e n e d  u p  ( i .e . 

c o n q u e r e d )  b y  G o d  a t  th e  h a n d  o f  a  m a n  o f  th e  r i g h te o u s ,  c o m p a s s io n a t e  to  th e  

b e l i e v e r s  a n d  f ie r c e  to  th e  u n b e l i e v e r s .  H e  s a y s  in  p r iv a te  w h a t  h e  s a y s  in  p u b l ic ,  

a n d  h is  w o rd  a n d  d e e d  a re  e q u a l .  T h e  n e a r e s t  to  h im  a n d  th e  f a r th e s t  f r o m  h im  

h a v e  e q u a l  r i g h t s  w i th  h im . H is  f o l l o w e r s  a r e  p e o p le  b e l i e v in g  in  o n e  g o d ,  

d e v o u t  ( r u h b a n ) a t  n ig h t  a n d  h e r o e s  a t  d a y l ig h t ,  m e r c i f u l ,  h e lp f u l  a n d  d e v o te d  

o n e  to  a n o th e r .  T h e y  c le a n s e  th e i r  p r iv a te  p a r t s  w i th  w a te r  a n d  w e a r  lo in c lo th s .  

T h e i r  s c r ip tu r e s  (a n a j i lu h u m ) a r e  in  th e i r  b r e a s ts  ( f i  s u d u r ih im ) ,  a n d  th e i r  a lm s  

{ s a d a q a tu h u m )  a r e  in  th e i r  b e l l ie s  { f i  b u tu n ih im ) .  T h e i r  to n g u e s  a r e  w e t w ith  th e  

p r a i s e  o f  G o d ’s  g r e a tn e s s ,  h o l in e s s  a n d  g lo r y ,  a n d  th e y  p r a i s e  G o d  in  a ll  c i r c u m 

s t a n c e s ,  a n d  o n  th e  p la in s  a n d  o n  th e  m o u n ta in s .  T h e y  a r e  th e  f i r s t  c o m m u n i ty  

th a t  w ill  e n te r  P a r a d i s e .9

O n  h e a r in g  th e  w o rd s  o f  th e  T o ra h , cU m a r  p ro s tra te s  h im s e lf  a n d  say s: 

“ O h  p e o p le  o f  Is lam , re jo ic e , b e c a u se  G o d  h a s  k e p t H is  p ro m ise  to  y o u ,

7 O n  th e  t r a d i t io n s  d e s c r ib in g  cU m a r ’s v is i t  to  P a le s t in e  s e e  H e r ib e r t  B u s s e ,  “ cO m a r  

b . a l - H a t ta b  in  J e r u s a l e m ” , J e r u s a le m  S tu d i e s  in  A r a b ic  a n d  I s la m  5  ( 1 9 8 4 ) ,  7 3 - 1 1 9 ;  

id e m ,  “ cO m a r ’s  I m a g e  a s  th e  C o n q u e r o r  o f  J e r u s a le m ” , J e r u s a le m  S tu d ie s  in  A r a b ic  a n d  

I s la m  8  ( 1 9 8 6 ) ,  1 4 9 - 6 8 ;  G il ,  H is to r y  o f  P a le s t in e ,  n o s .  8 1 - 8 2 .

8 Y d  a y y u h a  l l a d h in a  u tu  l - k i t d b a ,  a m in u  b i - m a  n a z z a ln a  m u s a d d iq a n  l i - m a  m a -  

ca k u m  m in  q a b l i  a n  n a tm is a  w u ju h a n  fa - n a r u d d a h a  ca la  a d b a r i h a . . . .

9 Ib n  A cth a m , F u ti ih ,  I, 2 2 8 .
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an d  h a s  g iv e n  y o u  v ic to ry  o v e r  y o u r  e n e m y  an d  b e q u e a th e d  th e  la n d  to  

y o u .”

T h is  tra d itio n  c o m p rise s  a  m ix tu re  o f  B ib lic a l a n d  Q u r ’an ic  e lem en ts . 

T h e  Q u r ’an ic  im p a c t is d e te c te d  in th e  d e sc r ip tio n  o f  th e  A ra b  b e lie v e rs  

as “ m e rc ifu l, h e lp fu l an d  d e v o te d  o n e  to  a n o th e r” . T h is  e c h o e s  S u ra t al- 

F a th  (4 8 ) :2 9 , in  w h ic h  M u h a m m a d  a n d  h is  fo llo w e rs  a re  sa id  to  h a v e  

b een  d e s c r ib e d  in  th e  T o ra h  as  “ h a rd  a g a in s t th e  u n b e lie v e rs , m e rc ifu l 

o n e  to  a n o th e r” . T h e  s a m e  a p p lie s  to  cU m a r, w h o m  K a cb ’s s ta te m e n t 

d e sc r ib e s  as  “ c o m p a ss io n a te  to  th e  b e lie v e rs  an d  f ie rc e  to  th e  u n b e l ie v 

e r s ” . T h e  p h ra se  “ th e ir  s c r ip tu re s  a re  in th e ir  b re a s ts ” e c h o e s  S u ra t al- 

cA n k a b u t (2 9 ):4 9 , w h ich  sp eak s  ab o u t “ c le a r  s ig n s  in  th e  b re a s ts  o f  th o se  

w h o  h a v e  b e e n  g iv e n  k n o w le d g e ” . S o m e  in te rp re te d  th is  as  re fe r r in g  to  

th e  M u s lim s  w h o  k n o w  th e ir  s c r ip tu re  by  h e a r t, in c o n tra s t to  th e  o th e rs  

w h o  re c ite  th e ir  s c r ip tu re s  w h ile  lo o k in g  a t w r itte n  c o p ie s  (n a za ra n ) . 10 

T h e  lin e  “ th e ir  a lm s  a re  in  th e ir  b e l l ie s ” m e a n s  th a t  th e  M u s lim s  ta k e  

th e ir  a lm s  a n d  e a t  o f  th e m . T h is  p ro b a b ly  re fe rs  to  th e  Q u r ’a n ic  ru lin g  

th a t o n e ’s e x p ia t io n  (k a ffa ra ) is to  fe e d  th e  p o o r  (e .g . Q u r ’ an  5 :8 9 ) , 

w h ic h  m e a n s  th a t th e ir  a lm s  a n d  e x p ia to ry  g if ts  re tu rn  to  th e m  a n d  re 

m a in  w ith  th e m . T h e  s ta te m e n t th a t “ th ey  c le a n se  th e ir  p r iv a te  p a rts  w ith  

w a te r” is d e r iv e d  fro m  th e  e le m e n ts  o f  w h a t is c o n s id e re d  to  b e  th e  p r i 

m o rd ia l h e r i ta g e  o f  A b ra h a m . T h e  e le m e n ts  a re  r e c o rd e d  in  tra d itio n s  

fo rm in g  p a r t o f  th e  e x e g e s is  o f  S u ra t a l-B a q a ra  (2 ): 124, in  w h ic h  G o d  

te s ts  A b ra h a m  “ w ith  c e r ta in  w o rd s” , a n d  h e  “ fu lf i ls ” th em . S o m e  tra d i 

tio n s  sa y  th a t  A b ra h a m ’s tr ia l in c lu d e d  w a sh in g  a w a y  w ith  w a te r  th e  

re m a in s  o f  e x c re m e n t a n d  u r in e .11 T h e  sam e  se e m s  a lso  to  a p p ly  to  th e  

w o rd s  th a t  th e y  “ w e a r  lo in c lo th s ” . A b ra h a m  is s a id  to  h a v e  b e e n  in 

s tru c te d  n o t to  le t h is  b o d y  b e  in d e c e n tly  e x p o se d  w h ile  p ro s tra tin g  h im 

s e lf  in  p ra y e r, a n d  h e  th e re fo re  p u t o n  d ra w e rs  (s a r a w il) .12

H o w e v e r , th e  Q u r ’a n ic  to u c h  d e te c te d  in K a cb  a l -A h b a r ’s s ta te m e n t 

is o n ly  an  o v e r - la y e r  a p p lie d  to  its e s s e n c e , w h ic h  d ra w s  d ire c tly  o n  the  

B ib le . T h e  B ib l ic a l  o r ig in  o f  K a cb ’s s ta te m e n t (a n d  p e rh a p s  a lso  o f

10 E .g . H u w w a r i ,  I I I , 3 0 8 ; M a w a r d i ,  N u k a t ,  IV , 2 8 7  ( f ro m  a l - H a s a n  a l - B a s r i ) .

11 E .g . T a b a r i ,  T a fs ir ,  I, 4 1 4 - 1 5 ,  th e  t r a d i t io n s  o f  T a w u s  ib n  K a y s a n  (Y e m e n i ,  d . A H  

1 01 ) t— Ib n  cA b b a s ,  a n d  o f  Q a ta d a  ib n  D ica m a  (B a s r a n ,  d . a h  1 1 7 ).

12 S u y u t i ,  D u r r , I, 115 ( f ro m  W a k ic).
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Q u r3an  4 8 :2 9 )13 c a n  b e  d e te c te d  w ith  c o n s id e ra b le  c e r ta in ty . T h e  o r ig in  

seem s to  b e  fo u n d  in  Isa ia h  4 2 :1 -1 3 ,  in w h ic h  th is  p ro p h e t d e sc r ib e s  th e  

em e rg e n c e  o f  th e  S e rv a n t o f  G o d . In  th e  f irs t p a r t  o f  th is  p a ssa g e , Isa ia h  

says:

1. . . . H e  s h a l l  b r in g  f o r th  j u d g e m e n t  to  th e  g e n t i le s .  2 . H e  s h a l l  n o t  c r y ,  n o r  li f t  

u p , n o r  c a u s e  h i s  v o ic e  to  b e  h e a r d  in  th e  s t r e e t .  3 . A  b r u i s e d  r e e d  s h a l l  h e  n o t  

b r e a k ,  a n d  th e  s m o k in g  f la x  s h a l l  h e  n o t  q u e n c h ;  h e  s h a l l  b r in g  fo r th  ju d g e m e n t  

u n to  tru th .  4 . H e  s h a l l  n o t  fa l l  n o r  b e  d is c o u r a g e d  ti ll h e  h a s  s e t  ju d g e m e n t  in  th e  

e a r t h . . . .

T h e  A ra b ia n  lin k  o f  th is  p a s s a g e  is p ro v id e d  in  th e  s u b se q u e n t p a r t, in 

w h ic h  I s a ia h  d e s c r ib e s  th e  p e o p le  o f  K e d a r  (=  A ra b s— U .R .)  a s  th o se  

w h o  “ g iv e  g lo ry  u n to  th e  L o rd  an d  d e c la re  H is  p ra is e  in  th e  is la n d s” (vv. 

1 1 -1 2 ) . T h is  is, n o  d o u b t, th e  o r ig in  o f  K a cb ’s d e sc r ip tio n  o f  th e  fo llo w 

e rs  o f  th e  A ra b ia n  le a d e r  c o n q u e r in g  th e  la n d  o f  Is ra e l, a b o u t w h o m  he 

say s  th a t “ th e ir  to n g u e s  a re  w e t w ith  th e  p ra ise  o f  G o d ’s g re a tn e ss , h o li 

n ess  an d  g lo ry ” .

K a cb ’s s ta te m e n t to  cU m a r is v e ry  s im ila r  to  th a t c o n ta in e d  in a  tra d i 

tio n  o f  th e  S y r ia n  S h a h r  ib n  H a w sh a b  (d . a h  100); it is re c o rd e d  in al- 

A z d i’s F u tiih  a l-S h a m , 14 as  w e ll a s  in  Ib n  H u b a y s h ’s G h a za w a t.15 In  y e t 

a n o th e r  tra d itio n  o f  S h ah r, K a cb d is c o v e rs  th e  s a m e  B ib lic a l d e sc r ip tio n  

o f  th e  M u s lim s  in  s c ro lls  b e q u e a th e d  to  h im  b y  h is  fa th e r ; th is  tim e , 

h o w e v e r , th e ir  le a d e r  is n o t cU m a r  b u t th e  P ro p h e t h im se lf .  T h e  P ro 

p h e t’s d e sc r ip tio n  re v e a ls  a n  e v e n  c lo s e r  a f f in ity  w ith  Isa iah . W h ile  I s a 

iah  say s  a b o u t th e  S e rv a n t o f  G o d  (v. 2 ) th a t h e  “ sh a ll n o t c ry , n o r  lif t up , 

n o r  c a u se  h is  v o ic e  to  b e  h e a rd  in  th e  s tre e t” , th e  P ro p h e t is d e sc r ib e d  in

13 It is  u n c le a r  t o  m e  w h y  P a t r i c i a  C r o n e  s a y s  a b o u t  th is  v e r s io n  o f  K a cb ’s  s p e e c h  

th a t  i t  “ h a s  n o w  lo s t  its  m e s s ia n i c  c o n te n t  a n d  B ib l ic a l  f l a v o u r  to  b e c o m e  cA r a b  s a j c"  

( P a t r i c i a  C r o n e ,  S l a v e s  o n  H o r s e s :  th e  E v o lu t io n  o f  th e  I s la m ic  P o l i t y  [ C a m b r id g e ,  

1 9 8 0 ] , 2 0 8  in  n . 6 0 ) .

14 A z d i,  F u tu h , 2 6 2 .  O n  th is  c o m p i la t io n  s e e  L a w r e n c e  I. C o n r a d ,  “ A l - A z d i ’s  H is to ry  

o f  th e  A r a b  C o n q u e s t s  in  B i la d  a l - S h a m :  S o m e  H i s t o r io g r a p h ic a l  O b s e r v a t i o n s ” , in  

P r o c e e d i n g s  o f  th e  S e c o n d  S y m p o s iu m  o n  th e  H i s t o r y  o f  B i l a d  a l - S h a m  D u r in g  th e  

E a r ly  I s la m ic  P e r io d  U p  to  4 0  A .H .I 6 4 0  A .D .,  I ( A m m a n ,  1 9 8 7 ) , 2 8 - 6 2 .

15 Ib n  H u b a y s h ,  G h a z a w a t ,  I, 3 1 2 . S e e  a ls o  p s . - W a q id i ,  F u ti ih  a l - S h a m , I, 1 5 3 ; K a -  

la ci, I k t i f a f  II I , 2 9 8 .
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th e  sc ro lls  a s  o n e  w h o  is “ n o t c ru d e  n o r  c o a rse , an d  h e  d o e s  n o t ra ise  h is 

v o ic e  in  th e  s tre e ts ” . 16

S u m m in g  u p , Ib n  A cth a m ’s a c c o u n t a b o u t th e  m e e tin g  b e tw e e n  K a cb a l- 

A h b a r  a n d  cU m a r  te lls  u s  so m e  im p o r ta n t th in g s  a b o u t th e  m a n n e r  in 

w h ic h  e a r ly  Is la m ic  h is to r io g ra p h e rs  c h o se  to  re m e m b e r  th e  A ra b  c o n 

q u e s t o f  P a le s tin e , a n d  e sp e c ia lly  th e  a ttitu d e  o f  th e  Je w s  (as  re p re se n te d  

b y  K a°b ) to  th is  e v e n t. F irs t, th e  Is la m ic  c o n q u e s t is th e  o u tc o m e  o f  a 

d iv in e  p ro m ise  re c o rd e d  in  th e  T o rah . S e c o n d , th e  Je w s  re c o g n ise  th e  fac t 

th a t th e  A ra b  c o n q u e s t h as  fu lf i lle d  th a t p ro m ise . A n d  th ird , th e  Je w s  see  

in th e  A ra b  c o n q u e s t  a  s e c o n d  lin k  in  a  se r ie s  o f  h o ly  w a rs  b e g in n in g  

w ith  th e  in itia l c o n q u e s t  o f  P a le s t in e , th a t o f  th e  B ib lic a l C h ild re n  o f  

Is rae l; th is  is w h y  th e  tra d itio n  d e e m s  it im p o rta n t to  in c lu d e  in  th e  s u p 

p o s e d  te x t  o f  th e  T o ra h  a  s ta te m e n t to  th e  e f fe c t  th a t th e  C h ild re n  o f  

Is ra e l o n c e  d w e lt  in  th a t la n d . T h is  m e a n s  th a t K a cb a l-A h b a r ,  w h o  

q u o te s  th is  te x t, see s  in  th e  A ra b  in v a s io n  a  re n e w e d  v e rs io n  o f  th e  Is ra e l 

ite  c o n q u e s t o f  C an aa n .

T h is  p e rc e p t io n  o f  th e  c o n q u e s t  e x h ib i ts  th e  a d o p t io n  o f  B ib l i 

c a l -m e s s ia n ic  n o tio n s  w h ic h , in  th e ir  n ew  Is la m ic  e n v iro n m e n t, w e re  

d e s ig n e d  to  se rv e  a p o lo g e tic  U m a y y a d  n e e d s  an d  m a in ly  to  le g itim ise  th e  

I s la m ic  p re s e n c e  in  th e  H o ly  L a n d . T h e se  n o tio n s  w e re  b u il t  in to  th e  

s to ry  o f  th e  c o n q u e s t o f  a l-S h a m , w h ich  w as  th u s  tu rn e d  in to  a  m e ss ia n ic  

a c t r e p re s e n tin g  a  n e w  e x o d u s  a n d  m a rk in g  J e w ish  d e l iv e ra n c e . T h is  

a p o lo g e tic  d e v ic e  fo rm s  a  re tro sp e c tiv e  d e lin e a tio n  o f  th e  c o n q u e s t, an d  

is b a se d  o n  a  u n iv e rs a l p e rc e p tio n  o f  th e  c o m m u n ity ; it c o n s is ts  o f  A ra b  

as w e ll a s  Je w ish  b e lie v e rs , to  w h o m  G o d  re v e a le d  H im s e lf  th ro u g h  H is  

p ro p h e ts , a n d  th e y  all sh a re  a  m e ss ia n ic  v is io n  o f  th e  l ib e ra tio n  o f  th e  

H o ly  L a n d  fro m  th e  B y z a n tin e  g rip . T h e  s a m e  a p o lo g e tic  p e rc e p tio n  o f  

th e  c o n q u e s t o f  P a le s tin e  is a lso  re f le c te d  in th e  fac t th a t M u slim  h is to r i 

o g ra p h e rs  fo u n d  it im p o r ta n t to  p re se rv e  a n d  d is s e m in a te  re p o rts  a b o u t 

a s s is ta n c e  e x te n d e d  b y  lo c a l J e w s  to  th e  A ra b  tro o p s  f ig h tin g  th e  B y z a n 

16 A z d i ,  F u tu h , 2 6 0 ;  Ib n  H u b a y s h ,  G h a z a w a t,  I, 3 1 1 ; p s . - W a q id i ,  F u tu h  a l - S h a m ,  I, 

15 3 ; K a la ci, I k t i f a I I I ,  2 9 7 . F o r  m o r e  v e r s io n s  o f  M u h a m m a d ’s d e s c r ip t i o n  s e e  R u b in ,  

T h e  E y e  o f  th e  B e h o ld e r ,  3 0 - 3 1 .  O n  th e  r e l a t i o n s h ip  o f  K a cb ’s B ib l ic a l  d e s c r ip t i o n  o f  

M u h a m m a d  to  I s a ia h  s e e  a l r e a d y  W o lf e n s o h n ,  K a cb  a l - A h b a r ,  19.



18 A r a b -J e w is h  M e ss ia n ism : S yr ia

tin e s  in P a le s t in e ,17 a n d  a b o u t th e  J e w is h  w a rm  w e lc o m e  o f  cU m ar, 

w h o m  th ey  re p o rte d ly  c a lle d  th e  “ re d e e m e r” (a l- fa r u q ) .is

A s fo r  K a cb, h e  se rv e s  to  p ro v id e  th e  id e o lo g ic a l g ro u n d in g  fo r  th e  

c o n q u e s t o f  a l-S h a m ; h e  re a d ily  re c ite s  th e  B ib lic a l d e s c r ip t io n  o f  th e  

Is lam ic  u m m a , w h ic h  im p lie s  th a t h e  a d m its  th a t th e  A ra b  in v a s io n  re p re 

sen ts  a  sa c re d  sc h e m e  p re d ic te d  in th e  B ib le . In  th is  s e ttin g , h e  re ta in s  h is 

Is ra e lite  a ff ilia tio n , b u t re a lise s  th a t th e  tru e  m e ssa g e  o f  th e  T o ra h  o b lig es  

h im  to  e m b ra c e  Is la m . T h is  m e a n s  th a t M o s e s ’ T o ra h  a n d  M u h a m m a d ’s 

Q u r3an  c o e x is t in h is  re lig io u s  d isp o s itio n , a n d  th is  is e x p lic it ly  s ta te d  in 

th e  fo llo w in g  a n e c d o te  a b o u t h im . K a cb  m e e ts  a n o th e r  J e w ish  ra b b i w h o  

re b u k e s  h im  fo r h a v in g  a b a n d o n e d  th e  re lig io n  o f  M o se s , an d  fo r h av in g  

fo llo w e d  M u h a m m a d ’s re lig io n  in s te a d . K a cb re p lie s : “ I a d h e re  to  th e  

re lig io n  o f  M o se s , a n d  [a t th e  sa m e  tim e] I h a v e  fo llo w e d  M u h a m m a d ’s 

re lig io n ” .19

K a cb is p o rtra y e d  h e re  as w h a t o n e  co u ld  b e  te m p te d  to  ca ll a  “ Ju d eo - 

M u s lim ” , th a t is, an  Is la m ise d  Jew . T h is  d e s ig n a tio n  (w h ic h  is o b v io u s ly  

in sp ire d  by  th e  w e ll-k n o w n  la b e l “ J u d e o -C h r is t ia n ” ) w ill b e  u se d  h e re  

n o t a s  a n a m e  fo r  a rea l tre n d  a m o n g  th e  Je w s  (a lth o u g h  su c h  a tre n d  

c o u ld  h a v e  e x is te d ) , b u t ra th e r  a s  a s ig n a l o f  th e  Is la m ic  u n iv e rs a l p e r 

c e p tio n  o f  th e  fa ith . T h is  p e rc e p tio n  d isc e rn s  a m o n g  th e  Je w s  g ro u p s  o f  

b e lie v e rs  an d  re g a rd s  th em  as  fo rm in g  an  in te g ra l p a r t o f  th e  c o m m u n ity  

o f  th e  fa ith fu l. A n  e x p lic it  s ta te m e n t o f  th is  p e rc e p tio n  is c o n ta in e d  in  the  

re p o r t  m e n tio n e d  a b o v e  o f  S h a h r  ib n  H a w sh a b , w h ic h  d e s c r ib e s  h o w

17 F o r  w h ic h  s e e  W o lf e n s o h n ,  K a cb  a l - A h b a r ,  2 5 - 2 6 ;  G il ,  H is t o r y  o f  P a le s t in e ,  n o s . 

7 0 ,  7 2 ; S te v e n  M . W a s s e r s t r o m ,  B e tw e e n  M u s l im  a n d  J e w :  th e  P r o b le m  o f  S y m b io s i s  

u n d e r  E a r ly  I s la m  ( P r in c e to n ,  1 9 9 5 ) , 4 8 - 5 4 .  C f .  S te f a n  L e d e r ,  “ T h e  A t t i tu d e  o f  th e  

P o p u la t io n ,  E s p e c ia l ly  th e  J e w s ,  to w a r d s  th e  A r a b - I s l a m ic  C o n q u e s t  o f  B i la d  a l - S h a m  

a n d  th e  Q u e s t io n  o f  t h e i r  R o le  T h e r e i n ” , D ie  W e l t  d e s  O r ie n t s  18 ( 1 9 8 7 ) ,  6 4 - 7 1 .  F o r  

s im i la r  r e p o r ts  o n  th e  n o n - l s l a m ic  s id e ,  s e e  R o b e r t  G . H o y la n d ,  S e e in g  I s la m  a s  O th e r s  

S a w  I t:  a  S tu d y  a n d  E v a lu a t io n  o f  C h r is t ia n ,  J e w is h  a n d  Z o r o a s t r ia n  W r i t in g s  o n  E a r ly  

I s la m  ( P r in c e to n ,  1 9 9 7 ), 5 2 8 .

18 F o r  cU m a r ’s  f u n c t io n  a s  a  r e d e e m e r  in  I s la m ic  t r a d i t io n  s e e  f u r th e r  P a t r ic i a  C r o n e  

a n d  M ic h a e l  C o o k ,  H a g a r is m :  th e  M a k in g  o f  th e  I s la m ic  W o r ld  ( C a m b r id g e ,  1 9 7 7 ) , 5 ; 

S u l im a n  B a s h e a r ,  “ T h e  T i t l e  F a r u q  a n d  i ts  A s s o c ia t io n  w ith  cU m a r  I” , S tu d ia  I s la m ic a  

7 2  (1 9 9 0 ) ,  6 5 - 7 0 .

19 Ib n  cA s a k i r  (M u k h ta s a r ), X X I , 184 : a n d  ca la  d in  M u s a  w a - t a b i ctu  d in  M u h a m m a d

( s ) .
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K a cb d is c o v e re d  th e  d e s c r ip t io n  o f  th e  M u s lim s  in  h is  f a th e r ’s sc ro lls . 

T h e  re p o r t o p e n s  w ith  th e  d e c la ra tio n  th a t K a cb b e lo n g e d  to  “ th e  b e l ie v 

e rs  a m o n g  th e  p e o p le  o f  th e  T o ra h  in  G o d ’s m e sse n g e r  (=  M u h a m m a d )” 

(m in  m u 'm in i  a h l a l- ta w rd t b i-ra su l A lla h ) .  T h is  is fo llo w e d  by  th e  s ta te 

m e n t th a t  h e  w as  o n e  o f  th e  s c h o la rs  a m o n g  h is  p e o p le  (m in  cu la m a -  

7ih im ),  w h ic h  im p lie s  th a t  h is  b e l ie f  in  M u h a m m a d  o r ig in a te d  in  h is  

k n o w le d g e  o f  th e  su p p o se d  B ib lic a l a n n u n c ia tio n  o f  th e  M u s lim s .20

cA b d  a l-M a lik

A n o th e r  in s ta n c e  o f  J e w ish  m e ss ia n is m  b e c o m in g  p a r t o f  I s la m ic  (i.e . 

U m a y y a d )  a p o lo g e tic  h is to r io g ra p h y  is  e x p o s e d  in  fu r th e r  tra d i t io n s  

a b o u t K a cb. H e re  h e  tra c e s  b ack  to  B ib lic a l p ro p h e c ie s  th e  m o s t im p o s 

in g  A ra b ia n  e n te rp r ise  in J e ru sa le m : th e  c o n s tru c tio n  o f  th e  D o m e  o f  th e  

R o c k  b y  th e  U m a y y a d  c a l ip h  cA b d  a l-M a lik . T h is  w a s  c o m p le te d  ca. 

7 2 /6 9 1 -9 2 . Is la m ic  tra d itio n  say s  th a t K a cb  a l-A h b a r  h a d  a lre a d y  d is c o v 

e re d  in th e  B ib le  a p ro p h e c y  c o n c e rn in g  cA b d  a l-M a lik ’s e n te rp r ise . K a cb 

is s a id  to  h a v e  fo u n d  (a s a b a 2x) in  th e  T o ra h  th e  fo llo w in g  s ta te m e n t: 

“ R e jo ic e  (a b s h ir i22), J e ru sa le m , b e c a u se  I am  a b o u t to  se n d  m y  se rv a n t 

cA b d  a l-M a lik  to  b u ild  an d  d e c o ra te  y o u ” .23 In  a n o th e r  v e rs io n , th e  R o ck  

is c a l le d  “ th e  T e m p le ” (a l-h a y k a l), a n d  th e  s ta te m e n t c o n tin u e s :  “ . . . I  

sh a ll su re ly  re s to re  to  B a y t a l-M a q d is  its f irs t k in g d o m , a n d  I sh a ll c ro w n  

it w ith  g o ld  an d  s i lv e r  a n d  g e m s . . .a n d  D a v id  is th e  K in g  o f  th e  C h ild re n  

o f  Is ra e l.”24

In  b a s in g  th e  c o n s tru c tio n  o f  th e  D o m e  o f  th e  R o c k  o n  th e  B ib le , Is 

la m ic  tra d itio n  a g a in  u se d  Je w ish  m e ss ia n ic  a sp ira tio n s , w h ic h  th is  tim e  

a re  fo c u se d  on  th e  re b u ild in g  o f  th e  ru in s  o f  Je ru sa le m  a s  e x p re s se d , fo r  

e x a m p le , in J e re m ia h  3 0 :1 8  a n d  3 1 :4 , 3 8 -4 0 . E x p lic it h o p e  fo r  th e  re c o n 

20 A z d i,  F u tu h ,  2 5 9 . C f . Ib n  H u b a y s h ,  G h a z a w a t ,  I, 3 1 1  ( a b o u t  K a cb ’s  f a th e r ) .

21 P r in te d :  a s a r a .

22 P r in te d :  a y s ir u .

23 W a s i t i ,  F a d a 'i l ,  n o . 138 .

24 Ib n  a l - M u r a j ja ,  n o . 5 0 .  T h e  t e x t  is  q u o te d  in  A m ik a m  E la d ,  M e d ie v a l  J e r u s a le m  

a n d  I s la m ic  W o r s h ip :  H o ly  P la c e s ,  C e r e m o n ie s ,  P i lg r im a g e  (L e id e n ,  1 9 9 9 ) , 1 6 2 - 6 3  ( in  

a  d i s c u s s io n  o f  th e  h is to r i c a l  b a c k g r o u n d  to  th e  b u i ld in g  o f  th e  D o m e  o f  th e  R o c k ) .  C f . 

M o s h e  S h a ro n ,  “ ’T h e  P r a i s e s  o f  J e r u s a l e m ’ a s  a  S o u r c e  f o r  th e  E a r ly  H is to r y  o f  I s la m ” , 

B ib l io th e c a  O r ie n ta l i s  4 9  ( 1 9 9 2 ) ,  5 9 .
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s tru c tio n  o f  th e  T e m p le  (h e k h a l ) b y  a  sp e c if ic  p e rso n  is a lso  e x p re s se d , 

fo r  e x a m p le , in  Z e c h a r ia h  6 :1 2 - 1 3 ,  w h ic h  se e m s  to  b e  e c h o e d  in  K a cb ’s 

s ta tem en t. T h e se  J e w ish  m e ss ia n ic  d re a m s  h a v e  b e e n  e m p lo y e d  h e re  to  

le g itim ise  th e  e re c tio n  o f  a n  Is la m ic  s a n c tu a ry  o n  th e  s ite  o f  th e  Is ra e lite  

T em p le .

T h e  E s c h a t o lo g i c a l  C la s h  w i th  th e  B y z a n t in e s

Je w ish  m e ss ia n ism  h a s  a lso  b e e n  e m p lo y e d  in  tra d itio n s  p e r ta in in g  to  th e  

e sc h a to lo g ic a l p h a se  o f  th e  c la sh  w ith  th e  B y z a n tin e s , n a m e ly , th e  fa ll o f  

C o n s ta n tin o p le , w h ic h  b e c a m e  a  m e ss ia n ic  u n fu lf i lle d  d ream .

T h e  tra d itio n s  a b o u t C o n s ta n tin o p le  w e re  m a in ly  c irc u la te d  in  H im s, 

w h e re  m e ss ia n ic  e x p e c ta tio n s  f lo u rish e d  in  a s so c ia tio n  w ith  h o ly  w a r  on  

th e  n e a rb y  B y z a n tin e  f ro n t.25 T h e  Je w s  sh a re d  w ith  th e  A ra b  b e lie v e rs  

th e  h o p e  th a t  C o n s ta n t in o p le  w o u ld  fa ll , a n d  th e  a c tu a l U m a y y a d  a t 

te m p ts  to  c o n q u e r  th e  c i ty — a lth o u g h  a b o r tiv e — tr ig g e re d  o f f  v a r io u s  

Je w ish  m e ss ia n ic  m o v e m e n ts .26

Is lam ic  tra d itio n  h a s  p u t th e  Je w ish  m e ss ia n ic  d re a m s  c o n c e rn in g  th e  

fa ll o f  C o n s ta n tin o p le  to  g o o d  u se . T h is  c o m e s  o u t a g a in  in  a  tra d itio n  

a b o u t th e  m e e tin g  b e tw e e n  K a cb a l-A h b a r  a n d  cU m a r  in  J e ru s a le m .27 It 

w as  c irc u la te d  by  R a ja 3 ib n  H a y w a  (S y ria n , d . a h  112). T h is  tim e , K a cb 

te lls  th e  c a lip h  th a t G o d  se n t to  C o n s ta n tin o p le  a  p ro p h e t, w h o  s ta te d :28

O h  C o n s ta n t in o p le ,  w h a t  h a v e  y o u r  p e o p le  d o n e  to  M y  H o u s e  [ in  J e r u s a le m ] ,  

T h e y  d e s t r o y e d  it , a n d  c o m p a r e d  y o u  to  M y  T h r o n e ,  a n d  a t t r i b u te d  to  M e  th a t  

w h ic h  I h a v e  n o t  s a id  ( w a - ta * a w w a lu  ca la y y a ) .  I h a v e  d e c r e e d  th a t  o n e  d a y  I 

s h a l l  m a k e  y o u  b a r e  ( j a l h d 3); n o  o n e  w ill  d w e l l  in  y o u ,  a n d  n o  o n e  w ill  s e e k

25 W il f e r d  M a d e lu n g ,  “ A p o c a ly p t i c  P r o p h e c ie s  in  H im s  in  th e  U m a y y a d  A g e ” , J o u r 

n a l  o f  S e m i t ic  S tu d i e s  31 ( 1 9 8 6 ) ,  1 4 1 - 8 5 ;  J o s e f  V a n  E s s ,  T h e o lo g ie  u n d  G e s e l l s c h a f t  im

2 . u n d  3 .  J a h r h u n d e r t  H id s c h r a :  E in e  G e s c h ic h te  d e s  r e l i g i o s e n  D e n k e n s  im  f r i i h e n  

I s la m  (6  v o ls .,  B e r l in  a n d  N e w  Y o rk , 1 9 9 1 - 9 5 ) ,  I, 6 5 - 6 9 .

26 T h is  w a s  a l r e a d y  o b s e r v e d  b y  J a c o b  M a n n ,  w h o s e  f i n d in g s  a r e  r e p o r te d  in  th e  

“ P r o c e e d in g s  o f  th e  A m e r i c a n  O r ie n t a l  S o c ie ty  a t  th e  M e e t in g  in  C in c i n n a t i ,  O h io ,  

1 9 2 7 ” , J o u r n a l  o f  th e  A m e r ic a n  O r ie n ta l  S o c ie ty  4 7  ( 1 9 2 7 ) ,  3 6 4 .

27 O n  th is  t r a d i t io n  s e e  B u s s e ,  “ cO m a r  b . a l - H a t ta b  in  J e r u s a le m ” , 9 2 - 9 4 .

28 T a b a r i ,  T a r ik h ,  I I I ,  6 1 1 - 1 2  ( I ,  2 4 0 9 ) .  Q u o te d  in  M a d e lu n g ,  “ A p o c a ly p t i c  P r o p h e 

c ie s  in  H im s ,” 1 5 8 - 5 9 .
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s h e l t e r  w i th in  y o u . [I s h a l l  d e s t r o y  y o u ]  a t  th e  h a n d s  o f  th e  s o n s  o f  a l - Q a d h i r  (=

K e d a r ) ,  S a b a 3 a n d  W a d d a n . . . . 29

T h e  la s t p a r t o f  th is  s ta te m e n t is a lso  re p o r te d  by  th e  tra d itio n is t R a b ica 

a l-S h a m i.30

B ib lic a l o r ig in s  m a y  b e  fo u n d  a g a in  in  K a cb ’s la t te r  s ta te m e n t. H e ri-  

b e r t B u s se  tr ie d  to  tra c e  it b a c k  to  E z e k ie l 2 7 ,31 b u t th e  p a ra l le l is m  a l 

re a d y  b e g in s  in  E z e k ie l 2 6 , w h ic h  o p e n s  a  se r ie s  o f  la m e n ta tio n s  a b o u t 

T y re  (H e b re w : S o r). G o d  c o n d e m n s  T y re  fo r  re jo ic in g  at th e  fa ll o f  J e ru 

s a le m  a n d  fo r  a s p ir in g  to  b e n e f i t  f ro m  th e  c i ty ’s fa ll  a n d  b e c o m e  r e 

p le n ish e d  (v . 2). L a te r  o n ,32 th e  p r in c e  o f  T y re  is b la m e d  fo r  a r ro g a n tly  

sa y in g : “ I am  a  g o d , I s it in  a  s e a t o f  G o d ” . A s  p u n is h m e n t fo r  T y r e ’s 

a r ro g a n c e , G o d  th re a te n s  to  c a u se  m a n y  n a tio n s  to  c o m e  u p  a g a in s t  h e r  

an d  d e s tro y  h e r  w a lls  a n d  b re a k  d o w n  h e r  to w ers . G o d  w ill a lso  “ sc ra p e  

h e r  d u s t f ro m  h e r  a n d  m a k e  h e r  lik e  a  b a re  ro c k  (ybo rp r is )” .33 T y re  w ill 

b e  d e s tro y e d  a t th e  h a n d  o f  N e b u c h a d re z z a r  ( i.e . N e b u c h a d n e z z a r) ,  w h o  

w ill tre a d  d o w n  h e r  s tre e ts  w ith  th e  h o o fs  o f  h is  h o r s e s .34 G o d  th e n  

re p e a ts  H is  p ro m ise  to  m a k e  h e r  “ lik e  a  b a re  ro c k ” .35

E z e k ie l ’s p ro p h e c ie s  a b o u t T y re  s e e m  to  b e  th e  o r ig in  o f  K a cb ’s 

s ta te m e n t a b o u t C o n s ta n tin o p le . T y re  (A ra b ic : S u r)  w as  o r ig in a lly  b u il t  

o n  a n  o ff-sh o re  is la n d  an d  w as  c o n q u e re d  b y  th e  M u slim s  a lo n g s id e  o th e r  

c o a s ta l to w n s  in  cU m a r ’s d a y s .36 S in c e  th e  A ra b  c o n q u e s t,  its  B ib lic a l 

p re d ic te d  fa ll c o u ld  b e  a p p lie d  to  th e  Is la m ic  a n t i-B y z a n tin e  c a m p a ig n , 

a n d  th e  m o d e l  o f  its  t a k e - o v e r  c o u ld  e a s i ly  b e  e x p a n d e d  to  

C o n s ta n tin o p le , w h ic h  lik e  T y re  w a s  a  fo r tif ie d  p o r t a lm o s t e n t ire ly  s u r 

ro u n d e d  b y  w ate r.

29 T h e  fo r m  W a d d a n  is  p r o b a b ly  a  m i s r e p r e s e n t a t io n  o f  th e  B ib l ic a l  D e d a n ,  w h ic h  is  

th e  n a m e  o f  S h e b a ’s  b r o th e r  ( e .g .  G e n e s i s  1 0 :7 ) . C f . B u s s e ,  “ cO m a r  b . a l - H a t ta b  in  J e 

r u s a le m ” , 9 2  n . 7 2 .

30 T a b a r i ,  T a r ik h ,  I I I , 6 1 2  (I , 2 4 0 9 ) .

31 B u s s e ,  “ cO m a r  b . a l - H a t ta b  in  J e r u s a le m ” , 9 3 .

32 E z e k ie l  2 8 :2 .

33 I b id . ,  2 6 :3 - 4 .

34 Ib id . ,  2 6 :1 3 .

35 Ib id . ,  2 6 :1 4 .

36 E .g . Ib n  A 't h a m ,  F u tu h ,  1, 2 6 4 .
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T h e  p a ra lle l b e tw e e n  E z e k ie l’s d e sc r ip tio n  o f  th e  a r ro g a n c e  a n d  fa ll 

o f  T y re  an d  K a cb ’s s ta te m e n t a b o u t th e  a rro g a n c e  an d  fa ll o f  C o n s ta n tin 

o p le  is in d e e d  s tr ik in g . T h e  f ir s t  p a r t  o f  K a cb ’s s ta te m e n t a c c u se s  th e  

B y z a n tin e s  o f  a r ro g a n tly  a sp ir in g  to  e s ta b l is h  C o n s ta n t in o p le  as  G o d ’s 

n ew  w o rld ly  th ro n e  ( ca r s h ), w h ic h  m e a n s  th e  re p la c e m e n t o f  Je ru sa le m  

by  th a t c i ty .37 T h is  is a  c le a r  re f le c tio n  o f  T y r e ’s m a lic io u s  jo y  a t J e ru s a 

le m ’s m isfo rtu n e , an d  o f  th e  a r ro g a n c e  o f  th e  p r in c e  o f  T y re  w h o  b e lie v e s  

he  is s i t t in g  in  a  s e a t o f  G o d . T h e  s e c o n d  p a r t  o f  K a cb ’s s ta te m e n t 

p re d ic ts  th a t C o n s ta n t in o p le  w ill b e c o m e  j a lh a J, w h ic h  in itia lly  m e a n s  

“ b a ld ” , a n d  w h e n  s a id  a b o u t la n d , m e a n s  th a t its  h e rb a g e  h a s  b e e n  

e a te n .38 T h is  h a s  its o r ig in  in  E z e k ie l’s re c u rre n t th re a t a g a in s t T y re , th a t 

G o d  w ill “ sc ra p e  h e r  d u s t  fro m  h e r” a n d  m a k e  h e r  d e s o la te  “ lik e  a ba re  

ro c k ” .

T h e  d e p e n d e n c e  o f  K a cb ’s s ta te m e n t o n  E z e k ie l ’s T y re  is c o n f irm e d  

m o s t e x p l ic it ly  in  a n o th e r  v e rs io n  o f  h is  s ta te m e n t w h ic h , h o w e v e r , is 

d e ta c h e d  fro m  th e  im m e d ia te  c o n te x t o f  h is  m e e tin g  w ith  cU m a r. It is 

c o n ta in e d  in  a  s to ry  a b o u t a  c e r ta in  S a cid  ib n  J a b ir39 w h o  re c e iv e s  a  sc ro ll 

o f  K a cb  fro m  a  m e m b e r  o f  th e  U m a y y a d  fa m ily . T h e  s to ry  h a s  b een  

re c o rd e d  by  N u ca y m  ib n  H a m m a d  (d . a h  2 2 9 ).40 T h e  te x t o f  th e  sc ro ll 

b e g in s  w ith  th e  s ta te m e n t th a t S u r  (=  T y re )  is th e  c ity  o f  th e  R u m  (=  th e  

B y z a n tin e s ) , an d  th a t it is c a lle d  b y  m a n y  n a m e s .41 T h is  m e a n s  th a t th e  

B ib lic a l T y re  h a s  b e e n  re in te rp re te d  a n d  b e c a m e  a  n a m e  fo r  C o n s ta n tin 

o p le . T h e  p ro p h e c y  i ts e lf  o p e n s  w ith  th e  d e sc r ip tio n  o f  S u r ’s a r ro g a n c e  

an d  h e r  a sp ir in g  to  b e  G o d ’s s e a t, a n d  w ith  a  th re a t to  se n d  a g a in s t h e r  

p e o p le  w h o  a re  d e sc r ib e d  as  cib a d i  a l-u m m iy y ln :  “ M y  se rv a n ts  th e  um - 

m iy y u r i \  T h is  s ta n d s  fo r  th e  A ra b  b e l ie v e rs  a n d  is  a  re f le c tio n  o f  th e

37 F o r  th e  C h r i s t i a n  c o n te x t  o f  th e  t r a n s f e r  o f  s a n c t i t y  f r o m  J e r u s a le m  to  C o n s t a n 

t i n o p le  s e e  B u s s e ,  “ cO m a r  b . a l - H a t ta b  in  J e r u s a l e m ” , 9 3 - 9 4 ;  O f e r  L iv n e - K a f r i ,  “ E a r ly  

M u s l im  A s c e t ic s  a n d  th e  W o r ld  o f  C h r is t i a n  M o n a s t ic i s m ” , J e r u s a le m  S tu d ie s  in  A r a b ic  

a n d  I s la m  2 0  ( 1 9 9 6 ) ,  1 25 .

38 L a n e , L e x ic o n , s .v .  " j . I .h .”.

39 P ro b a b ly  a l - S a g h a ’ id h i .  A b o u t  h im  s e e  Ib n  cA s a k i r  (M u k h ta s a r ), IX , 2 9 1 .  C f .  M a 

d e lu n g ,  “ A p o c a ly p t i c  P r o p h e c ie s  in  H im s ,” 1 6 0  n . 8 0 .

40 N u ca y m  ib n  H a m m a d ,  2 9 9 .  Q u o te d  in  M a d e lu n g ,  “ A p o c a ly p t i c  P r o p h e c i e s  in  

H im s ,” 1 5 9  ( w ith o u t  n o t in g  a  p o s s ib le  B ib l ic a l  o r ig in ) .

41 Q u l  l i - S u r  w a - h iy a  m a d in a t  a l - R u m  w a - h iy a  tu s a m m a  b i - a s m a J k a th ir a .
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H eb rew  g o y im  u se d  fo r  “ n a tio n s” in  E z e k ie l 2 6 :3 . T h e  th re a t to  m a k e  S u r 

j a lh a 3 re c u rs  in  th is  v e rs io n  a lso , w h ic h , h o w e v e r , c o n ta in s  a d d it io n a l 

f ra g m e n ts  th a t s eem  to  h a v e  b e e n  g le a n e d  fro m  o th e r  B ib lic a l p a ssa g e s . 

F o r  e x a m p le , th e  n a tio n s  a tta c k in g  S u r  a re  d e sc r ib e d  in  K a cb ’s s ta te m e n t 

a s  lio n s  e m e rg in g  fro m  th e  b u sh e s , n o t b e in g  a fra id  o f  th e  v o ic e  o f  th e  

sh e p h e rd s  w h o  try  to  d r iv e  th e m  aw ay . T h is  is d e r iv e d  fro m  Isa ia h  3 1 :4 , 

w h e re  a  lio n  n o t a fra id  o f  sh e p h e rd s  re p re se n ts  G o d  f ig h tin g  th e  e n e m ie s  

o f  Je ru sa le m .

T h e re  a re  o th e r  s im ila r  v e rs io n s  o f  K a cb ’s s ta te m e n t, w ith  v a r io u s  a d 

d itio n s  an d  v a r ia tio n s , o n e  o f  w h ic h  is tra n sm itte d  by  th e  H im s i S h u ra y h  

ibn  cU b a y d  an d  th e  o th e r  b y  K h a lid  ibn  M a cd a n  42 T h e y  b o th  o p e n  w ith  

th e  s ta te m e n t th a t C o n s ta n tin o p le  re jo ic e d  a t th e  d e s tru c t io n  o f  J e ru s a 

lem , w h ich  is o b v io u s ly  a  re p re se n ta tio n  o f  E ze k ie l 2 6 :2 , an d  th e  th re a t to  

m a k e  C o n s ta n tin o p le  ja lh a :> is a lso  m e n tio n e d  la te r  o n , th o u g h  th e  n a m e  

S u r  d o e s  n o t o c c u r  th e re .

O n  th e  w h o le , it is c le a r  fro m  th e se  v e rs io n s  th a t a  w id e  ra n g e  o f  B ib 

lic a l p ro p h e c ie s  a b o u t th e  s a lv a tio n  o f  J e ru sa le m  a n d  th e  fa ll o f  h e r  e n e 

m ie s  c o u ld  b e c o m e  a  m o d e l fo r  th e  li te ra ry  m e ss ia n ic  p re se n ta tio n  o f  the  

Is lam ic  a n ti-B y z a n tin e  c a m p a ig n .

A s fo r  th e  v e rs io n  in w h ic h  th e  s ta te m e n t o f  K a cb  is v o ic e d  in  f ro n t o f  

cU m a r  in  J e ru sa le m , in  it th e  e s c h a to lo g ic a l  Is la m ic  ta k e -o v e r  o f  C o n 

s ta n t in o p le  h a s  b e c o m e  a  B ib lic a l p ro p h e c y  w h ic h  a  “ J u d e o -M u s l im ” 

re c ite s  to  th e  M u slim  c a lip h  in  th e  h o p e  th a t h e  w ill fu lf il it. H e n c e  th e  

sp re a d  o f  Is lam  is a g a in  p e rc e iv e d  n o t o n ly  as p a r t o f  a  p re d e s tin e d  d iv in e  

s c h e m e , b u t a lso  as  fu lf i ll in g  Je w ish  m e ss ia n ic  a sp ira tio n s . T h e  “ J u d e o -  

M u s lim ” a p p e a rs  a s  sh a r in g  th e  s a m e  h o p e s  w ith  th e  A rab s . T h e  a p o lo 

g e tic  p u rp o se  o f  th e se  te x ts  is a g a in  c le a r  e n o u g h , n a m e ly , to  u se  Je w ish  

m e ss ia n ic  h o p e s  fo r  p ro v id in g  th e  a n t i-B y z a n t in e  c a m p a ig n  w ith  th e  

n e e d e d  id e o lo g ic a l cau se .

42 S h u r a y h  ib n  cU b a y d :  N u ca y m  ib n  H a m m a d ,  2 8 4 .  Q u o te d  in  M a d e lu n g ,  “ A p o 

c a ly p t i c  P r o p h e c i e s  in  H im s ,”  1 6 0  n . 8 0 . K h a l id  ib n  M a cd a n :  Ib n  a l - M u r a j j a ,  n o .  3 4 2 . 

O n  th is  v e r s io n  s e e  M a d e lu n g ,  “ A p o c a ly p t i c  P r o p h e c ie s  in  H im s ,” 1 5 9 - 6 0  n . 8 0 ; B u s s e ,  

“ cO m a r  b . a l - H a t ta b  in  J e r u s a le m ” , 9 2 - 9 3 .
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Is la m ic  tra d i t io n  a d a p te d  to  th e  e s c h a to lo g ic a l  fa ll o f  C o n s ta n t in o p le  

sp ec if ic  e le m e n ts  fro m  Je w ish  m e ss ia n ism , m a in ly  th e  a n tic ip a tio n  o f  th e  

re tu rn  o f  th e  e x ile d  tr ib e s  o f  Is ra e l to  th e  P ro m ise d  L an d . T h is  is a  ce n tra l 

item  in  J e w ish  m e ss ia n ism ; th e  tr ib e s  a re  e x p e c te d  to  re tu rn  to  th e  P ro m 

ise d  L a n d  in  a  n e w  e x o d u s  a n d  re s to re  th e  k in g d o m  o f  th e  H o u se  o f  

D av id . T h is  h o p e  is e x p re s se d  a lre a d y  b y  se v e ra l B ib lic a l p ro p h e ts43 a n d  

fo rm s  p a r t o f  la te r  J e w ish  e sc h a to lo g y , w h ic h  c o n ta in s  m e ss ia n ic  v is io n s  

d e sc r ib in g  th e  re tu rn  a n d  th e  g a th e r in g  o f  th e  e x ile d  tr ib e s .44

In  th e  Is la m ic  a d a p ta tio n  o f  th is  m e ss ia n ic  d re a m , C o n s ta n tin o p le  has 

b e c o m e  th e  P ro m ise d  L a n d  to  w h ich  th e  e x i le d  tr ib e s  a re  a b o u t to  re tu rn  

in  an  e x o d u s  a t th e  e n d  o f  d a y s . T h e  re tu rn  o f  th e  tr ib e s  o f  Is ra e l in  an  

e x o d u s  to  C o n s ta n tin o p le  is s ta te d  e x p lic it ly  in  a  H im s i tra d itio n  re c o rd e d  

b y  N u ca y m  ib n  H a m m a d  a n d  c irc u la te d  b y  S a fw a n  ib n  cA m r (H im s i, d. 

a h  10 0).45 T h e  tra d itio n  a llu d e s  to  a  Q u r3a n ic  v e rse  re c o rd e d  in  S u ra t al- 

Isra°  (1 7 ): 104, w h ic h  read s:

A f te r  h im  ( i .e .  P h a r a o h )  W e  s a id  u n to  th e  C h i ld r e n  o f  I s r a e l :  “ D w e l l  in  th e  la n d , 

a n d  w h e n  th e  p r o m is e  o f  th e  h e r e a f te r  c o m e s  to  p a s s ,  W e  s h a l l  s e n d  y o u  fo r th  

to g e th e r .”

T h e  tra d itio n  a b o u t th is  v e rs e  c o n ta in s  a  s ta te m e n t m a d e  a g a in  by  K a°b  

a l-A h b a r . H e  sa y s  th a t th e  v e rse  re fe rs  to  tw o  tr ib e s  (s ib ta n ) o f  th e  C h il 

d re n  o f  Is ra e l w h o  w ill  ta k e  p a r t in  th e  “ G re a t W a r”  (a l-m a lh a m a  a l-  

cu zm a )  a n d  “ a s s is t  th e  M u s lim s”  ( . . .fa -y a n su ru n a  l- Is la m a  w a -a h la h u ).46 

T h e  “G re a t W a r” is h o w  Is la m ic  e sc h a to lo g ic a l tra d itio n  u su a lly  re fe rs  to  

th e  a p o c a ly p tic  b a ttle  w ith  th e  B y z a n tin e s , w h ic h  is s u p p o se d  to  c u lm i 

n a te  in  th e  fa ll o f  C o n s ta n t in o p le .  In  K a cb ’s s ta te m e n t , th e  Q u r°a n ic  

“ p ro m ise  o f  th e  h e re a f te r” {w a cd  a l-a k h ir a ) is p e rc e iv e d  in  a  m e ss ia n ic  

s e n se  a n d  m e a n s  th e  g a th e r in g  o f  th e  tr ib e s  o f  Is ra e l a t  th e  e n d  o f  d ay s .

T h e  T r ib e s  o f  I s r a e l a n d  C o n s ta n tin o p le

43 H o s e a  1 :1 0 - 1 1 ;  J e r e m ia h  3 0 - 3 1 ;  E z e k ie l  3 7 :1 5 - 2 8 .

44 E n c y c lo p a e d ia  H e b r a ic a ,  I I ,  4 5 2  ( s . v . “A h a r i t  h a - y a m im ”), X X V I I ,  2 6 2 - 6 3  ( s .v . 

“ cA s e r e t  h a - s h b a tim " ) .

45 Q u o te d  a lr e a d y  b y  M a d e lu n g ,  “ A p o c a ly p t i c  P r o p h e c ie s  in  H im s ,”  1 59 .

46 N u ca y m  ib n  H a m m a d ,  2 9 6 . T h e  is n a d :  S a f w a n  ib n  cA m r  <— A b u  1 -M u th a n n a  a l -  

U m lu k i  (D a m d a m . H im s i)  <— K a cb .
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C o n s ta n tin o p le  h a s  b e c o m e  th e  p la c e  to  w h ic h  th e y  a re  a b o u t to  c o m e  

to g e th e r, w h e re  th e y  w ill w a g e  w ar, lik e  th e  a n c ie n t w a r  w h ic h  th e y  o n ce  

w a g e d  in  th e  la n d  o f  C a n a a n . A lth o u g h  th e  tra d itio n  is re c o rd e d  as  e x e 

g e s is  o n  a  Q u r3a n ic  v e rse , it is u n lik e ly  th a t th e  Q u r3an i ts e lf  is a c tu a lly  

a w a re  o f  th e  J e w is h  m e ss ia n ic  a n t ic ip a tio n  o f  th e  re tu rn  o f  th e  e x ile d  

tr ib e s , so  th a t K a ° b ’s s ta te m e n t se e m s  to  d ra w  o n  in d e p e n d e n t n o n -Q u r-  

°an ic  so u rc e s , w h ic h  a re  b a se d  o n  B ib lic a l o r  M id ra sh ic  n o tio n s . N e v e r 

th e le s s , th e  re a d in g  o f  th e se  id e a s  in to  th e  Q u r°a n  m a k e s  th is  s c r ip tu re  

sh a re  w ith  th e  B ib le  th e  ro le  o f  p re d ic tin g  a d iv in e  sc h e m e  th a t fu lf ils  an  

Is la m ic  v e rs io n  o f  J e w ish  m e ss ia n ic  h o p es.

T h e  B ib lic a l so u rc e  o f  th e  tra d itio n  is in d ic a te d  in  th e  a llu s io n  to  th e  

n u m b e r  o f  th e  tr ib e s  c o m in g  to  C o n s ta n tin o p le . T h e y  a re  tw o  o n ly . T h is  

se e m s  to  e c h o  th e  B ib lic a l su b g ro u p  o f  tw o  tr ib e s  an d  a  h a l f  (th e  R eu b e - 

n ite s , th e  G a d ite s , a n d  h a lf  th e  tr ib e  o f  M a n a sse h )  w h o  se ttle d  e a s t o f  th e  

J o rd a n  R iv e r  a n d  w e re  c o m m a n d e d  b y  J o sh u a  th e  so n  o f  N u n  to  p ass  

b e fo re  th e ir  b re th re n  a rm e d , a n d  h e lp  th e m  in  th e ir  b a ttle s  a g a in s t  th e  

p e o p le  o f  C a n a a n .47 T h e se  tr ib e s  w ere  in c lu d e d  in th e  tr ib e s  o f  Israe l w h o  

w e n t in  ex ile ; I s la m ic  tra d itio n  h a s  re -d e f in e d  th e ir  m ilita ry  d u ty  as  j i h a d  

a g a in s t C o n s ta n tin o p le . T h u s , C o n s ta n t in o p le  h as  b e e n  in c lu d e d  in  th e  

sco p e  o f  th e  P ro m ise d  L an d , in  th e  se n se  th a t it h a s  b e c o m e  a d e s tin a tio n  

o f  th e  re tu rn in g  Is ra e li te  tr ib e s , w h o  a re  e x p e c te d  to  c o n q u e r  it jo in tly  

w ith  th e  A ra b  b e lie v e rs . T h e  re tu rn in g  tr ib e s  h a v e  b een  p o rtra y e d  h e re  as 

“Ju d e o -M u s lim s” .

A  fu r th e r  a p o c a ly p se  o f  K a cb d e sc r ib in g  th e  e sc h a to lo g ic a l b a ttle  fo r  

C o n s ta n tin o p le  sp e a k s  a b o u t “ a g ro u p  o f  th e  P e o p le  o f  M o s e s ” (u m m a  

m in  q a w m  M u s a ) th a t  w ill w itn e ss  th e  v ic to ry  48 T h is  la t te r  d e s ig n a tio n  is 

d e r iv e d  fro m  a n o th e r  Q u r°an ic  v e rse , S u ra t a l -A cra f  (7 ): 159. T h is  v e rse  

sp e a k s  a b o u t a  “ g ro u p ”  (u m m a )  o f  r ig h te o u s  p e o p le  liv in g  a m o n g  th e  

“ p e o p le  o f  M o s e s ” (q a w m  M u sa )  a n d  w ill b e  re fe r re d  to  h e re  as  “ th e  

Is ra e lite  u m m a  v e rs e ” . It read s:

A m o n g  th e  p e o p le  o f  M o s e s  th e r e  is  a  g r o u p  o f  p e o p le  ( u m m a )  w h o  g u id e  b y  th e

tr u th  a n d  b y  it  a c t  w ith  ju s t i c e .

47 J o s h u a  1 :1 2 - 1 4 .

48 N u 'a y m  ib n  H a m m a d ,  2 8 1 .
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T h is  v e rse  p o s tu la te s  th a t  th e re  a re  tw o  g ro u p s  a m o n g  th e  p e o p le  o f  

M o se s: th e  s in n e rs  a n d  th e  r ig h te o u s . L ik e  th e  a b o v e -m e n tio n e d  v e rse  

17 :104, th e  p re se n t v e rs e  d o e s  n o t seem  to  h a v e  a  m e ss ia n ic  c o n n o ta tio n  

e ith e r; b u t e x e g e s is  h a s  a g a in  e x te n d e d  to  th e  Q u ^ a n  th e  ro le  o f  p re d ic t 

in g  th e  fu lf i lm e n t o f  J e w is h  m e ss ia n ism . In  th e  e x e g e s is  o f  th e  la t te r  

v e rse , y e t a n o th e r  H im s i tra d itio n  a p p e a rs  id e n tify in g  th e  r ig h te o u s  u m m a  

o f  th e  p e o p le  o f  M o se s  as  tw o  tr ib e s  (s ib ta n ) w h o  w ill a s s is t  th e  M u slim s  

in  th e  “ G re a t W a r” . T h e  t r a d i t io n  is a g a in  o f  th e  H im s i S a fw a n  ib n  

cA m r.49 S a fw a n ’s tra d i t io n  h a s  lin k e d  th e  Is ra e li te  u m m a  v e rs e  to  th e  

“J u d e o -M u s lim ” tr ib e s  w h o se  m e ss ia n ic  g o a l is fo c u se d  o n  th e  c o n q u e s t 

o f  C o n s ta n tin o p le .

T h e  L o s t T r ib es

F u rth e r  tra d itio n s  a b o u t th e  tr ib e s  o f  Is ra e l, re c o rd e d  in  th e  Is la m ic  c o m 

m e n ta r ie s  o n  th e  a b o v e  Q u r3a n ic  v e rse s , d ra w  o n  a  sp e c if ic  a sp e c t o f  th e  

J e w ish  n o tio n s  c o n c e rn in g  th e  tr ib e s  w h o  w en t in to  e x ile . T h e  B a b y lo 

n ia n  T a lm u d  m e n tio n s  a  r iv e r  n a m e d  S a b a ty o n , th a t is , a  “ S a b b a t ic  

R iv e r” .50 In  M id ra s h ic  so u rc e s , it is o f te n  c a l le d  S a m b a ty o n  a n d  is r e 

g a rd e d  as  th e  r iv e r  b e y o n d  w h ic h  th e  e x i le d  tr ib e s  s e t t le d .51 I t  is  d e 

s c r ib e d  as  a  r iv e r  o f  s to n e s  th a t ru n s  a ll w eek  an d  re s ts  o n  S a b b a th .52 A  

“ S a b b a tic  R iv e r” is a lre a d y  m e n tio n e d  b y  Jo se p h u s  F la v iu s . I t is  lo c a te d  

in  S y ria , a n d  is th u s  c a l le d  b e c a u se  it re m a in s  d ry  fo r  six  d a y s  a n d  b eg in s  

f lo w in g  o n  th e  se v e n th . T itu s  p a s se d  b y  th is  r iv e r  w ith  th e  c a p tiv e  Je w s  

on h is  w ay  b a c k  to  R o m e  fro m  J e ru sa le m .53

T h e  e x i le d  tr ib e s  d w e ll in g  b e y o n d  th e  le g e n d a ry  r iv e r  b e c a m e  th e  

su b je c t o f  a  w h o le  c o m p le x  o f  m y th . T ra v e lle rs  lo o k e d  fo r  th e ir  tra c e s  

a n d  c la im e d  to  h a v e  m e t th e m , a n d  le g e n d a ry  re p o r ts  w e re  c irc u la te d  

a b o u t th e ir  w o n d e rfu l l ife  in  th e ir  h id d e n  a n d  re m o te  d w e llin g s . M a n y  o f  

th e se  s to rie s  w ere  c irc u la te d  o n  th e  a u th o rity  o f  E ld a d  h a -D a n i, w h o  w as

49 Ib n  A b i  H a t im ,  V , 1 5 8 8  (n o . 8 3 7 3 .  P r in te d  s u l ta n  in s te a d  o f  t h e  c o r r e c t  s ib ta n ) ', 

S u y u t i ,  D u r r ,  I I I ,  1 3 6  ( f ro m  Ib n  A b i H a tim ) .

50 S a n h e d r in  6 5 b .

51 E .g . B e r e s h i th  R a b b a  7 3 :6 ;  B a m id b a r  R a b b a  1 6 :2 5 .

52 B e r e s h i th  R a b b a  1 1 :5 .

53 J o s e p h u s  F la v iu s ,  W a r s  o f  th e  J e w s ,  7 :5  ( i ) .
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a c tiv e  a t th e  e n d  o f  th e  n in th  c e n tu ry  A D  ( c a . A H  2 8 0 ).54 H o w e v e r , it w ill 

b e  sh o w n  b e lo w  th a t Is la m  to o  le ft its m a rk  o n  E ld a d  h a -D a n i’s re p o rts  

ab o u t th e  Is ra e lite  tr ib es .

Is la m ic  so u rc e s  e a r lie r  th an  E ld a d  a re  a lre a d y  fa m ilia r  w ith  th e  Jew ish  

m y th  o f  th e  L o s t T rib e s  b e y o n d  th e  r iv e r, h a v in g  a d a p te d  it to  a  sp ec if ic  

I s la m ic  c o n te x t .  A ll th e  r e le v a n t  t r a d i t io n s  a p p e a r  a g a in  in  th e  

c o m m e n ta r ie s  o n  th e  ab o v e  Q u r a n ic  v e rse s . S o m e  o f  th e m  a re  re c o rd e d  

in  th e  c o m m e n ta r ie s  o n  S u ra t a l - I s r a 3 (1 7 ): 104, w h ic h , a s  s e e n  a b o v e , 

p ro m ise s  th e  I s ra e li te s  th a t  th e y  w ill b e  s e n t fo r th  to g e th e r  “ w h e n  th e  

p ro m ise  o f  th e  h e re a f te r  c o m e s  to  p a s s ” . T h e  tra d itio n s  a p p e a r  in  o n e  o f  

th e  e a r l ie s t  c o m m e n ta r ie s  o f  th e  Q u r3an  w h ic h  h a v e  c o m e  d o w n  to  us, 

n a m e ly , th a t o f  M u q a til ibn  S u la y m a n  (d . AH 15 0).55 M u q a til says  th a t the  

v e rse  ad d re sse s  7 0 ,0 0 0  o f  th e  C h ild re n  o f  Is rae l w h o  d w e ll b ey o n d  a  r iv e r  

p a s t C h in a . T h e y  h av e  c o m e  to  C h in a  fro m  B a y t a l-M a q d is  (=  Je ru sa le m ) 

a f te r  a  jo u rn e y  o f  a  y e a r  a n d  a  h a lf. In  th e ir  p re s e n t lo c a tio n , th e y  a re  

iso la te d  fro m  th e  re s t o f  th e  p e o p le  b e y o n d  a  r iv e r  o f  ru n n in g  sa n d  c a lle d  

A r d a f  ( \a r .  A rd a q ',56 p e rh a p s  th e  c o rre c t fo rm  is A z r a q 51), w h ic h  “ f re e z 

e s ” (y a jm u d )  e v e ry  S ab b a th .

M u q a til d e sc r ib e s  th e  jo u rn e y  o f  th e  tr ib e s  to  th e ir  re m o te  a b o d e  w ith  

e m b le m s  b o rro w e d  fro m  th e  Is ra e lite  E x o d u s  fro m  E g y p t as  d e sc r ib e d  in 

th e  O ld  T e s ta m e n t. H e say s  th a t th e  C h ild re n  o f  Is ra e l k ille d  th e  p ro p h e ts  

a n d  w o rsh ip p e d  id o ls , an d  th e re fo re  th e  b e lie v e rs  a m o n g  th e m  p ra y e d  to  

G o d  a n d  a sk e d  H im  to  s e p a ra te  th e m  fro m  th e ir  re b e l l io u s  b re th re n . 

T h e re u p o n , G o d  s tru c k  a  tu n n e l (sa ra b ) u n d e r  th e  g ro u n d , fro m  B a y t al- 

M a q d is  to  C h in a ; th ey  w e n t th ro u g h  it, an d  as  th e y  p u sh e d  on , th e  tu n n e l 

o p e n e d  u p  b e fo re  th e m  an d  c lo se d  b eh in d  th e m . G o d  m a d e  a  p il la r  o f  fire  

fo r  th e m  ( to  sh o w  th e m  th e  w a y ) , a n d  s e n t th e m  m a n n a  an d  q u a i ls  (to

54 A b o u t  h im  s e e  D a v id  J . W a s s e r s t e in ,  “ E ld a d  h a - D a n i  a n d  P r e s te r  J o h n ” , in  C .F .  

B e c k in g h a m  a n d  B . H a m il to n ,  e d s . ,  P r e s t e r  J o h n ,  th e  M o n g o l s  a n d  th e  T e n  L o s t  T r ib e s  

( A ld e r s h o t ,  1 9 9 6 ) , 2 1 3 - 3 6 .

55 M u q a t i l ,  I I , 5 5 3 - 5 4 .

56 I b id . ,  II , 6 8 .

57 A  r i v e r  (n a h a r , i .e . “ c a n a l ” ) n a m e d  Z a r o q  is  m e n t io n e d  in  th e  T a lm u d  o f  J e r u s a 

le m  ( Y e b a m o th  8 b ) ,  w h e r e  it  m a r k s  th e  b o r d e r  o f  th e  B a b y lo n ia n  e x i l e  ( f o r  th e  p u r p o s e  

o f  g e n e a lo g y ) .  H o w e v e r ,  th e  c o r r e c t  fo r m  is  d u b io u s  a n d  a l s o  a p p e a r s  a s  Y a z io q  ( Q i d - 

d u s h in  4 3 a ) .
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ea t). T h u s , th e  jo u rn e y  o f  th e  L o s t T rib e s  to  th e ir  n ew  a b o d e  re p re se n ts  a 

seco n d  ex o d u s .

L a te r  ta fs ir  c o m p ila tio n s  c o n ta in  s im ila r  tra d itio n s , a ll re c o rd e d  w ith  

re fe re n c e  to  S u ra t a l -A cra f  (7 ): 159, th e  I s ra e li te  u m m a  v e rs e . A s  seen  

a b o v e , th is  v e rs e  sp e a k s  a b o u t a  “ g ro u p ”  {um m a)  o f  r ig h te o u s  p e o p le  

l iv in g  a m o n g  th e  “ p e o p le  o f  M o s e s ” {q a w m  M u sa ). S e v e ra l tra d itio n s  

re c o rd e d  in  th e  c o m m e n ta r ie s  on  th is  v e rs e  id e n tify  th e  r ig h te o u s  um m a  

am o n g  th e  p e o p le  o f  M o se s  w ith  th e  L o s t T rib e s . S o m e  o f  th e  tra d itio n s  

w e re  a lre a d y  n o tic e d  lo n g  a g o  b y  s c h o la rs  w h o  d is c o v e re d  in  th e m  th e  

o r ig in  o f  E ld a d  h a -D a n i’s s to ry  a b o u t th e  L o s t T r ib e s , w h o m  h e  to o  c a lls  

th e  “ p e o p le  o f  M o se s ” .58 H o w e v e r , m o re  re c e n t s c h o la rs  w r itin g  a b o u t 

E ld a d  a re  n o  lo n g e r  a w a re  o f  th e  Is la m ic  m a te r ia l.59 O n e  is  a tra d itio n  o f  

cA m ir  a l -S h a cbi (K u fa n , d. a h  103); it s ta te s  th a t th e  r ig h te o u s  u m m a  o f  

th e  p e o p le  o f  M o se s  a re  “ se rv a n ts ” { cib a d )  o f  G o d  w h o  d w e ll b e y o n d  al- 

A n d a lu s ; th e y  d o  n o t k n o w  th a t G o d  c o u ld  e v e r  b e  d is o b e y e d , a n d  th e y  

le a d  a le isu re ly  life  in  a  c o u n try  o f  e n d le s s  w e a lth .60 In  th is  v e rs io n , th e  

L o s t T r ib e s  d w e ll in  a l-A n d a lu s , w h ic h  m a rk s  th e  w e s te rn  e n d  o f  th e  

m e d ie v a l w o r ld . In  h is  c o m m e n ta ry  o n  th e  I s ra e l i te  u m m a  v e rs e , a l-  

T a b a ri (d . a h  3 1 0 ) h a s  re c o rd e d  a  tra d itio n  o n  th e  a u th o rity  o f  a l-S u d d i 

( Ism a cil ib n  cA b d  a l-R a h m a n , K u fa n , d . A H  128), to  th e  e f fe c t  th a t th e  

r iv e r  s e p a ra tin g  th e  r ig h te o u s  p e o p le  o f  M o se s  fro m  th e  re s t o f  th e  w o rld  

is o n e  o f  h o n e y  {sh a h d ) .6] T h is  is p ro b a b ly  a  re f le c tio n  o f  E x o d u s  16 :31 , 

w h e re  it is s ta te d  th a t th e  m a n n a  ta s te d  lik e  w afe rs  m a d e  w ith  h o n ey . T h e  

d e sc r ip tio n  o f  th e  r iv e r  in  th e  la te r  Is la m ic  so u rc e s  is u s u a lly  c lo se r  to  th e  

s tan d a rd  o ne ; it is o n e  o f  sa n d ,62 o r  o n e  w h ic h  lie s  b e y o n d  sa n d y  h ills  63

58 A b r a h a m  E p s te in ,  E ld a d  h a - D a n i :  S e in e  B e r ic h i e  i ib e r  d ie  X  S ta m m e  u n d  d e r e n  

R itu s  ( P r e s s b u r g ,  189 1 [ in  H e b r e w ] ) ,  1 5 - 1 6 .

59 T h is  s e e m s  to  b e  th e  c a s e  w i th  S te v e n  W a s s e r s t r o m ,  f o r  w h o m  th e  a c c o u n t  o f  

E ld a d  h a - D a n i  a b o u t  th e  p e o p le  o f  M o s e s  is  e n t i r e l y  J e w is h  ( W a s s e r s t r o m ,  B e tw e e n  

M u s lim  a n d  J e w ,  6 3 ,  7 6 ) .

60 Ib n  A b i H a tim , V , 1 5 8 8  (n o . 8 3 7 4 ) ;  S u y u t i ,  D u r r ,  I I I ,  1 3 6  ( f ro m  Ib n  A b i  H a tim ) .

61 T a b a r i ,  T a fs ir ,  IX , 6 0 .  S e e  a ls o  T h a 'I a b i ,  T a fs ir  ( A h m e t  I I I ,  76/1 1), fo l .  10 3 a —1 0 3 b ; 

Ib n  K a th i r ,  T a fs ir ,  I I ,  2 5 6 . C f . Ib n  cA t iy y a ,  V I I ,  1 8 3 . B u t  s e e  Ib n  A b i  H a t im ,  V , 1 5 8 8  

(n o . 8 3 7 2 ) :  n a h r  m in  s a h l ,  y a cn i  m in  r a m i  y a jr i .

62 E .g . Q u r tu b i ,  A h k a m ,  V II , 3 0 2 .

63 M a  w a r d 1 r a m i  ca l i j .  S a m a r q a n d i ,  I, 5 7 5 .
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T h e  lin k  e s ta b lish e d  b y  Is la m ic  e x e g e s is  b e tw e e n  th e  L o s t T rib e s  an d  

the  Is ra e lite  u m m a  v e rs e  le n d s  th e m  a  “ J u d e o -M u s lim ” to u c h . T h e  tr ib e s  

a re  id e n tif ie d  w ith  th e  r ig h te o u s  u m m a  a m o n g  th e  p e o p le  o f  M o se s , 

w h ich  m e a n s  th a t th e y  m a in ta in  th e  tru e  fa ith  as  p ro fe s se d  b y  M o se s  an d  

e n d o rse d  b y  th e  Q u r°an .

S o m e  o f  o u r  tra d itio n s  e x p e c t th e  L o s t T rib e s  to  p e rfo rm  a  m ilita ry  ta sk  

w h en  th e y  re tu rn , w h ic h  se e m s  to  re su m e  an  in d ire c t l in k  to  C o n s ta n tin 

o p le . In  h is  c o m m e n ta ry  on  th e  Is ra e li te  u m m a  v e rse , M u q a ti l  s a y s  th a t 

th e  v ir tu o u s  u m m a  a m o n g  th e  C h ild re n  o f  Is ra e l d w e lls  b e y o n d  C h in a , 

an d  th a t th e  sa n d -r iv e r  w h ic h  s e p a ra te s  it fro m  th e  re s t o f  th e  w o rld  is an  

e x te n s io n  o f  th e  R iv e r  Jo rd a n . W h e n  J e su s  th e  so n  o f  M a ry  d e sc e n d s , 

Jo sh u a  th e  son  o f  N u n  w ill jo in  h im .64

T h e  ro le  o f  J o sh u a  h e re  is p re su m a b ly  th e  sa m e  as  h is  B ib lic a l o n e , 

th a t is , to  le a d  th e  tr ib e s  o f  Is ra e l in b a ttle . In  th e  O ld  T e s ta m e n t th is  

b a ttle  is fo r  th e  P ro m ise d  L an d , fo llo w in g  th e  E x o d u s  fro m  E g y p t. N o w  

it is an  e sc h a to lo g ic a l b a ttle  w h ich  J o sh u a  w ag es  to g e th e r  w ith  Je su s.

T h e  lin k  b e tw e e n  J o sh u a  a n d  J e su s  (w h ic h  c o u ld  b e  in sp ire d  b y  th e  

a f f in ity  o f  th e ir  n a m e s )  is s ig n if ic a n t b e c a u se  J e su s  to o  h a s  a  m ilita ry  

ta sk , w h ic h  is to  d e fe a t th e  D a jja l (A n tic h r is t) . T h e  c la sh  b e tw e e n  Je su s  

a n d  th e  D a jja l is e x p e c te d  to  ta k e  p la c e  in  P a le s tin e  (n o t fa r  a w ay  fro m  

th e  g a te  c a l le d  B a b  L u d d ,  lo c a te d  e i th e r  in  J e ru s a le m  o r  in  L y d d a ) ,65 

a l th o u g h  o th e r  tra d itio n s  say  th a t th e  M u s lim s  th e m s e lv e s  w ill k ill th e  

D a jja l th e re .66 A s fo r  th e  tim e  o f  th e  c la sh , a  tra d itio n  o f  th e  P ro p h e t says  

th a t it w ill ta k e  p la c e  d u rin g  th e  c o n q u e s t  o f  C o n s ta n tin o p le , w h e n  th e  

M u slim s  w ill s ta r t d iv id in g  th e  b o o ty . A t th a t s ta g e , th e y  w ill h e a r  th a t 

th e  D ajja l h as  a tta c k e d  th e ir  fam ilie s  in  th e ir  a b se n c e , a n d  th ey  w ill re tu rn  

to  S y r ia  w h e re  J e su s  w ill d e sc e n d  a n d  fa c e  th e  D a jja l,  c a u s in g  h im  to  

d isa p p e a r  lik e  sa lt in  w a te r  67

B ey o n d  th e  sp e c if ic  d e ta ils  o f  th e  c la sh  b e tw e e n  J e su s  a n d  th e  D a jja l, 

th e  lin k  b e tw e e n  J e su s  an d  Jo sh u a , a s  e s ta b lish e d  in  M u q a ti l ’s tra d itio n ,

64 M u q a t i l ,  I I , 6 8 .

65 E .g . A b u  D a w u d , I I ,  4 3 2  (3 6 :1 4 ) ,  e tc .

66 T a b a r i ,  T a r ik h , I I I , 6 0 7 - 6 0 8  (I , 2 4 0 3 ) .  A n d  s e e  G il ,  H is to r y  o f  P a le s t in e ,  n o . 8 0 .

67 E .g . M u s l im ,  V I I I ,  1 7 5 - 7 6  (5 2 , B a b  f i f a t h  Q u s ta n t in i y y a ); Ib n  H ib b a n , S a h ih ,  X V , 

n o . 6 8 1 3 .
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d e m o n s tra te s  a g a in  th e  p ro c e s s  in  w h ic h  th e  e sc h a to lo g ic a l le v e l o f  th e  

Is la m ic  a n ti-B y z a n tin e  c a m p a ig n  a tta in e d  a  Je w ish  m e ss ia n ic  a ttire , w ith  

a  m ilita ry  ta sk  b e in g  a s s ig n e d  to  th e  “J u d e o -M u s lim ” trib e s  o f  Is rae l.

C o n s ta n tin o p le  a n d  th e  B ib lic a l M o d e ls

T h e  tra d itio n s  a b o u t th e  re tu rn  o f  th e  tr ib e s  o f  Is ra e l a s  w a rr io rs  p a r tic i 

p a t in g  in  th e  Is la m ic  b a ttle  fo r  C o n s ta n tin o p le  a re  n o t th e  o n ly  in d ic a tio n  

th a t th e  e s c h a to lo g ic a l fa ll o f  th is  c i ty  w a s  v isu a lis e d  a s  a  re n e w e d  Is ra 

e l i te  e x o d u s . T h e re  a re  m o re  tra d itio n s  to  th e  s a m e  e ffe c t, w h ic h  e m p lo y  

B ib lic a l e le m e n ts  g le a n e d  fro m  th e  d e sc r ip tio n  o f  th e  I s ra e li te  c o n q u e s t 

o f  C an aan .

T o  b e g in  w ith , th e  w e ll-k n o w n  p a t te rn  o f  th e  fa ll o f  th e  w a lls  o f  

J e r ic h o  w as b u ilt in to  th e  a p o c a ly p tic  d e sc r ip tio n  o f  th e  fa ll o f  C o n s ta n 

t in o p le . T h e  p a tte rn  a p p e a rs  in  a  tra d itio n  th a t g a in e d  e n tra n c e  in to  th e  

c a n o n ic a l  b o d y  o f  h a d ith . I t is  a  tra d i t io n  o f  th e  P ro p h e t re c o rd e d  by  

M u slim  in  h is  S a h ih ,68 w h ic h  d e s c r ib e s  a n  a p o c a ly p tic  b a ttle  a g a in s t  an  

u n n a m e d  c ity  u s u a lly  in te rp re te d  as  C o n s ta n t in o p le . T h e  b a t t le  is  a t 

te n d e d  b y  “ th e  c h i ld re n  o f  Isa a c  ( I s h a q )” . T h e  tra d itio n  h a s  a  M e d in a n  

i s n a d  w ith  th e  C o m p a n io n  A b u  H u ra y ra  (d . A H  5 7 ) ,69 a n d  in  it th e  

P ro p h e t a sk s  th e  b e lie v e rs : “ H a v e  yo u h e a rd  a b o u t a  to w n , p a r t o f  w h ich  

fa c e s  th e  la n d  an d  a n o th e r  th e  s e a ? ” T h e y  say : “ Y e s” . T h e n  th e  P ro p h e t 

s ta te s  th a t th e  H o u r  (a l- s a ca ) w ill n o t c o m e  u n til th a t c i ty  is in v a d e d  by  

7 0 ,0 0 0  o f  th e  so n s  o f  “ th e  c h ild re n  o f  I s a a c ” . T h e y  w ill n e ith e r  ra ise  a rm s 

n o r  w ill th e y  s h o o t th e ir  a rro w s , b u t w ill o n ly  c a ll ou t: “ T h e re  is n o  g o d  

b u t A lla h , a n d  A lla h  is  th e  g r e a te s t” . T h e n  o n e  p a r t  o f  th e  c i ty  w ill 

c o lla p se . It w ill b e  th e  o n e  fa c in g  th e  sea . T h e y  w ill th e n  c ry  o u t ag a in : 

“T h e re  is no  g o d  b u t A lla h , an d  A lla h  is th e  g re a te s t” , an d  th e  o th e r  p a r t 

o f  th e  to w n  w ill c o l la p s e . T h e y  w ill th e n  c ry  o u t fo r  th e  th ird  tim e : 

“T h e re  is no  g o d  b u t A lla h , a n d  A lla h  is th e  g re a te s t” , a n d  th e  w a y  w ill 

o p e n  up  b e fo re  th e m , a n d  th e y  w ill e n te r  th e  c ity  an d  p lu n d e r  it. T h e n

68 M u s l im ,  V I I I ,  1 8 7 -8 8  (5 2 ,  B a b  la  ta q u m u  l - s a ca  h a t ta  y a m u r r a  l - r a ju l  b i - q a b r i  I- 

r a j u l . . . ) .  S e e  a l s o  M u s ta d r a k ,  IV , 4 7 6 ;  D a n i ,  F ita n ,  V I , n o .  6 2 3  (p . 1 1 4 1 ) ; K a n z ,  X IV , 

n o . 3 8 7 7 5 .

69 T h e  i s n a d : T h a w r  ib n  Z a y d  a l - D i l i  ( M e d in a n ,  d . AH 1 3 5 ) « -  A b u  l - G h a y th ,  S a l im ,  

a  m a w la  o f  Ib n  a l - M u t ic (M e d in a n )  <— A b u  H u r a y r a  <— P ro p h e t .
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th e y  w ill h e a r  th a t th e  A n tic h ris t  (a l-D a jja l)  h a s  e m e rg e d , an d  th e y  w ill 

le a v e  e v e ry th in g  an d  d ep art.

T h e  “ c h ild re n  o f  I s a a c ” , w h o  p e rfo rm  th e  ritu a l th a t b r in g s  d o w n  th e  

w a lls  o f  th e  c ity , c a u se d  m u c h  tro u b le  to  M u slim  sc h o la rs  w h o  te n d e d  to  

a s su m e  th a t “ Is h m a e l” sh o u ld  b e  re a d  in s te a d  o f  “ I s a a c ” .70 H o w e v e r , all 

th e  v e rs io n s  o f  M u s l im ’s S a h ih  h a v e  “ I s h a q ” , w h ic h  s tro n g ly  su g g e s ts  

th a t th e  te x t is n o t c o rru p t. A c c o rd in g  to  Ib n  K a th ir  (d . a h  7 7 4 ), th e  c h i ld 

ren  o f  Isaac  a re  th e  R u m , w h o  a re  th e  d e sc e n d a n ts  o f  E sa u  th e  so n  o f  

I s a a c , a n d  h e n c e  a re  th e  c o u s in s  o f  th e  C h ild re n  o f  Is ra e l w h o  d e s c e n d  

fro m  Ja c o b  th e  so n  o f  Isaac . H e  sa y s  th a t th e ir  p a r tic ip a tio n  in  th e  b a ttle  

m e a n s  th a t a m o n g  th e  R u m  th e re  w ill b e  a t th e  e n d  o f  d a y s  a  r ig h te o u s  

g ro u p  w h ic h  w ill b e  e v e n  b e t te r  th a n  th e  C h ild re n  o f  Is ra e l.71 Ib n  K a th ir  

ac tu a lly  sp eak s  h e re  a b o u t a  “ C h r is to -M u s lim ” g ro u p  w h ic h  re p la c e s  th e  

“ J u d e o -M u s lim ” I s ra e li te s  o f  th e  tra d i tio n s  d is c u s s e d  a b o v e . T h u s , th e  

Is la m ic  u n iv e rs a l p e rc e p tio n  o f  th e  u m m a  c o u ld  in c lu d e  so m e  C h ris tia n s  

as  w e ll, su c h  as  th o se  w h o  sh a re d  a n ti-B y z a n tin e  fe e lin g s  w ith  th e  Je w s  

o f  S y ria  a n d  P a le s tin e .

A  fu r th e r  tra d itio n  d e sc r ib in g  th e  fa ll o f  C o n s ta n tin o p le  a c c o rd in g  to  

th e  m o d e l o f  J e r ic h o  u se s  y e t a n o th e r  sc e n e  fro m  th e  Is ra e li te  E x o d u s , 

n a m e ly  th e  c ro ss in g  o f  th e  R ed  S ea . T h e  la tte r  e v e n t is a lso  re p ro d u c e d  in 

th e  Q u r3a n .72 T h e  tra d itio n  is c i te d  fro m  th e  H im si Y a h y a  ib n  A b i cA m r 

a l-S a y b a n i (d . a h  1 48) a n d  is  a g a in  tra c e d  b a c k  to  K a cb  a l-A h b a r . It 

d e sc r ib e s  a  sc e n e  in  a  c a m p a ig n  o f  th e  M u s lim s  a g a in s t th e  B y z a n tin e s . 

T h e  M u slim  c o m m a n d e r  a t te m p ts  to  u se  w a te r  o f  a  r iv e r  n e a r  C o n s ta n 

t in o p le  fo r  ritu a l a b lu tio n , b u t w h e n e v e r  h e  a p p ro a c h e s  th e  r iv e r , it r e 

trea ts . H e th en  say s  to  h is  so ld ie rs : “ M o v e  o n , b e c a u se  G o d  h as  sp lit th e  

w a te r  fo r  y o u  lik e  H e d id  fo r  th e  C h ild re n  o f  I s ra e l .”  T h e y  th e n  c h a rg e , 

c a llin g  o u t A lla h u  a k b a r  th re e  tim es , an d  th e  to w e rs  o f  th e  c ity  c o lla p se .73

70 S e e  e d i t o r ’s n o te  in  D a n i,  F ita n ,  V I, 1141 n . 1.

71 Ib n  K a th ir ,  F ita n ,  1 ,4 6 .

72 S e e  m a in ly  Q u r ’ a n  2 6 :5 2 - 6 8 .  F o r  f u r th e r  r e f e r e n c e s  s e e  R u d i  P a r e t ,  D e r  K o r a n :  

K o m m e n ta r  u n d  K o n k o r d a n z  ( S tu t tg a r t ,  1 9 7 1 ) , 18 (o n  2 :5 0 ) .

73 D a n i, F ita n ,  V I, n o . 6 2 1 . S e e  a ls o  N u ca y m  ib n  H a m m a d ,  3 0 3 - 3 0 4 .
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T h e  E v id e n c e  f r om  J e w is h  D o c u m e n t s

Je w ish  d o c u m e n ts  o f  th e  U m a y y a d  an d  cA b b a s id  p e r io d  c o rro b o ra te  th e  

e v id e n c e  o f  th e  a b o v e  Is la m ic  m a te r ia l, s h o w in g  th a t J e w s  to o  sh a red  th e  

id e a lise d  m e m o ry  o f  th e  A ra b  c o n q u e s t as  a  c o m m o n  J e w is h -A ra b  m e s 

s ian ic  e n te rp r ise . T h e y  in d ic a te  th a t n o t o n ly  d id  th e  A ra b s  re c e iv e  fro m  

th e  Je w s  m e ss ia n ic  id e as , b u t th e  Je w s  to o  w ere  a ffe c te d  b y  th e  in c re ased  

m e ss ia n ic  e u p h o ria  th a t th e  A ra b  in v a s io n  in sp ire d .74

T h e  S e c re ts  o f  R a b b i S h im co n

T h e  m o s t fa m o u s  o f  su c h  J e w ish  d o c u m e n ts  is p e rh a p s  th e  S e c re ts  o f  

R a b b i S h im co n  b en  Y o h a y .15 S c h o la rs  h a v e  id e n tif ie d  th is  d o c u m e n t as 

s tem m in g  fro m  ea rly  cA b b a s id  tim e s  an d  as  c o n ta in in g  p a ssa g e s  re fe rrin g  

to  U m a y y a d  h is to ry . In  th e  re le v a n t p a ssa g e , R ab b i S h im con  sees  th a t th e  

k in g d o m  o f  Ish m a e l ( i.e . th e  M u s lim s)  is  a b o u t to  c o m e , an d  c o m p la in s  

th a t th e  ev il o f  th e  k in g d o m  o f  E d o m  (=  R o m e ) w as  a lre a d y  b ad  e n o u g h  

fo r  th e  J e w s , b u t n o w  th e y  a re  g o in g  to  s u f f e r  e v e n  m o re  u n d e r  th e  

Ish m ae lite s . T o  th is , th e  an g e l a c c o m p a n y in g  h im  an sw ers :

D o  n o t f e a r ,  s o n  o f  m a n ,  f o r  th e  H o ly  O n e , b le s s e d  b e  H e , o n ly  b r in g s  th e  k in g 

d o m  o f  I s h m a e l  in  o r d e r  to  s a v e  y o u  f r o m  th i s  w ic k e d n e s s .  H e  r a i s e s  u p  o v e r  

th e m  a  p r o p h e t  a c c o r d in g  to  H is  w il l ,  a n d  w ill  c o n q u e r  th e  l a n d  f o r  th e m  a n d  

th e y  w ill  c o m e  a n d  r e s to r e  it in  g r e a tn e s s ,  a n d  th e r e  w ill  b e  g r e a t  t e r r o r  b e tw e e n  

th e m  a n d  th e  s o n s  o f  E s a u  ( i .e . th e  R o m a n s ) .76

A s a lre a d y  o b se rv e d  b y  v a r io u s  s c h o la rs , th e  J e w is h  a u th o r  o f  th is  p a s 

s ag e  sees  in  th e  r ise  a n d  sp re a d  o f  Is la m  th e  p re lim in a r ie s  to  m e ss ia n ic  

re d e m p tio n .77 S u c h  a  n o tio n  se e m s  to  in d ic a te  th a t  c e r ta in  J e w s  sh a re d

74 F o r  J e w is h  m e s s ia n i s m  b e in g  h e ig h t e n e d  b y  th e  r i s e  o f  I s la m , s e e  e .g .  H o y la n d ,  

S e e in g  I s la m ,  2 8 - 2 9 .

75 S tu d ie d  in  C r o n e  a n d  C o o k , H a g a r is m ,  4 - 5 ,  w ith  r e f e r e n c e  to  B e r n a r d  L e w is ,  “ A n  

A p o c a ly p t i c  V is io n  o f  I s la m ic  H is to r y ” , B u l l e t in  o f  th e  S c h o o l  o f  O r ie n t a l  a n d  A fr ic a n  

S tu d ie s  1 3 /2  ( 1 9 5 0 ) ,  3 0 8 - 3 8 .

76 T h e  t r a n s la t io n  o f  th i s  p a s s a g e  is  b y  L e w is ,  “ A p o c a ly p t i c  V is io n ” , 3 2 1 - 2 2 .  T h e  

p a s s a g e  is  a ls o  q u o te d  in  a n o th e r  t r a n s la t io n  in  W a s s e r s t r o m , B e tw e e n  M u s l im  a n d  J e w ,  

5 3 . S e e  a ls o  G il ,  H is to r y  o f  P a le s t in e ,  n o s . 7 6 ,  7 7 ;  H o y la n d ,  S e e in g  I s la m ,  5 2 7 .

77 L e w is ,  “ A p o c a ly p t ic  V is io n ” , 3 2 3 .
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w ith  th e  A ra b s  th e  s a m e  id e a lis e d  m e m o ry  o f  th e  A ra b ia n  c o n q u e s t ,  

a l th o u g h  o th e r  J e w ish  a p o c a ly p tic  te x ts , in  w h ic h  M u h a m m a d  is d is p a r 

a g e d  a s  a “ c ra z y  m a n , p o s se sse d  b y  a s p ir i t” ,78 sh o w  th a t  th is  w a s  n o t 

c o m m o n  to  a ll Jew s.

T h e  C h a p te rs  o f  R a b b i E lie ze r

T h e re  is y e t a n o th e r  J e w ish  p a s sa g e  w h ic h  re v e a ls  th e  re la tio n s h ip  b e 

tw e e n  th e  A ra b  c o n q u e s ts  a n d  J e w ish  m e ss ia n ism . T h is  p e r ta in s  to  th e  

e sc h a to lo g ic a l s tag e  o f  th e  A ra b  c o n q u e s t, th a t is, th e  b a ttle  fo r  C o n s ta n 

tin o p le . T h e  p a ssa g e  is  fo u n d  in  th e  C h a p te rs  o f  R a b b i E lie zer:

R a b b i  I s h m a e l  a ls o  s a id :  T h r e e  w a r s  o f  t r o u b le  w ill  th e  s o n s  o f  I s h m a e l  in  th e  

fu tu re  w a g e  o n  th e  e a r th  in  th e  la t te r  d a y s ,  a s  it is  s a id :  “ F o r  th e y  f le d  a w a y  f r o m  

th e  s w o r d s ” ( I s a ia h  2 1 : 1 5 ) . . . o n e  in  th e  f o r e s t  o f  A r a b i a . . . a n o t h e r  o n  th e  

s e a . . . a n d  o n e  in  th e  g r e a t  c i ty  w h ic h  is  in  R o m e ,  w h ic h  w ill  b e  m o r e  g r i e v o u s  

th a n  th e  o th e r  t w o . . . .  F r o m  th e r e  th e  S o n  o f  D a v id  s h a l l  f lo u r i s h  a n d  s e e  th e  d e 

s t r u c t io n  o f  th e s e  a n d  th e s e ,  a n d  th e n c e  w ill  H e  c o m e  to  th e  la n d  o f  I s r a e l ,  a s  it  is  

s a id :  “ W h o  is  th is  th a t  c o m e s  f r o m  E d o m ”  ( I s a ia h  6 3 : l ) . 79

A s a lre a d y  o b se rv e d  b y  J a c o b  M a n n ,80 th e  a u th o r  o f  th is  p a s s a g e  “ e x 

p re s se d  th e  h o p e  th a t th e  M ess iah  w o u ld  a p p e a r  in  R o m e  (i.e . N e w  R o m e  

=  C o n s ta n t in o p le )  to  w itn e ss  th e  m u tu a l d e s tru c t io n  o f  E sa u  a n d  I s h 

m a e l” . It sh o u ld  b e  a d d e d  th a t th is  p a ssa g e  sees  in  th e  f in a l d e s tru c tio n  o f  

th e  B y z a n tin e  c a p ita l th e  s ta r tin g  p o in t o f  th e  re n e w e d  J e w ish  e x o d u s  to  

th e  P ro m is e d  L a n d , w h ic h  is w h y  th e  M e ss ia h  is  e x p e c te d  to  g o  fro m  

C o n s ta n t in o p le  ( I s a ia h ’s “ E d o m ” ) to  th e  L a n d  o f  Is ra e l.  N e v e r th e le s s , 

Is la m  to o  a lre a d y  a p p e a rs  in  th is  p a s sa g e  as  a  fa lse  re lig io n , o n e  w h ic h  

th e  a u th o r  h o p e s  w ill b e  d e s tro y e d  to g e th e r  w ith  th e  B y z a n tin e s .81 T h is  

m e a n s  th a t th e  p a s s a g e  is n o t w ritte n  in  a  “ J u d e o -M u s lim ” m a n n e r , b u t

78 I b id . ,  3 2 3 . S e e  a ls o  H o y la n d ,  S e e in g  I s la m ,  5 3 1 .

79 P ir k e  d e  R a b b i  E l i e z e r  ( t r a n s .  a n d  e d .  G e r a ld  F r ie d la n d e r ,  N e w  Y o rk ,  1 9 6 5 ) , 2 2 2 . 

C f . H o y la n d ,  S e e in g  I s la m , 3 1 5 - 1 6 .

80 “ P r o c e e d in g s  o f  th e  A m e r ic a n  O r ie n ta l  S o c ie ty  a t  th e  M e e t in g  in  C in c in n a t i ,  O h io ,  

1 9 2 7 ” , J o u r n a l  o f  th e  A m e r ic a n  O r ie n ta l  S o c ie ty  4 7  ( 1 9 2 7 ) ,  3 6 4 .

81 O n  th e  h o s t i l i t y  to w a r d s  I s la m  a s  r e v e a l e d  in  th e  C h a p te r s  o f  R a b b i  E l i e z e r  s e e  

C ro n e  a n d  C o o k , H a g a r is m ,  15 5 n . 2 6 .



the  ro le  o f  th e  a n tic ip a te d  A ra b  w a rfa re  a g a in s t C o n s ta n tin o p le  in  Je w ish  

m e ss ia n ism  re m a in s  c le a r  e n o u g h .82

T h e  E v id e n c e  f r om  C h r is t ia n  S o u r c e s

B ib lic a l m e s s ia n is m  w as  e m p lo y e d  n o t o n ly  b y  M u s lim s  sh a r in g  w ith  

Je w s  an  a n t i-B y z a n tin e  a g e n d a , b u t a lso  by  C h r is t ia n s  h o p in g  fo r  th e  

re in s titu tio n  o f  B y z a n tin e  d o m in a tio n  in  th e  P ro m ise d  L a n d  an d  fe a rin g  

fo r th e  fa te  o f  C o n s ta n tin o p le . A f te r  a ll, th e  C h ris tia n s  saw  th e m se lv e s  as  

V eru s  I s ra e l,  w h ic h  m e a n s  th a t B ib lic a l p ro p h e c ie s  a b o u t th e  d e liv e ra n c e  

o f  Is ra e l c o u ld  b e  ta k e n  as  d e n o tin g  C h r is tia n  d e liv e ra n c e  fro m  th e  A r 

ab s . A n  e a s y  a c c e s s  to  th e  re le v a n t  C h r is t ia n  w r it in g s  h a s  n o w  b e e n  

p ro v id e d  th a n k s  to  th e  p u b lic a tio n  o f  R o b e rt H o y la n d ’s S e e in g  Is la m  a s  

O th e rs  S a w  I t,  a n d  a  fe w  b r ie f  e x a m p le s  m a y  b e  m e n tio n e d  h e re . T o  

b e g in  w ith , P sa lm s  7 8 :6 5 - 6 6 ,  w h ic h  s p e a k s  a b o u t th e  L o rd  r is in g  to  

sm ite  th e  e n e m ie s  o f  Is ra e l, is p ro b a b ly  a llu d e d  to  in  th e  S y r ia c  A p o c a 

ly p se  o f  p s .-M e th o d iu s  to  d e s c r ib e  th e  e s c h a to lo g ic a l  w a r  a g a in s t  th e  

A ra b s .83

H o w e v e r , th e  C h r is t ia n  te x ts  d o  n o t see  in  th e  J e w s  p a r tn e rs  in  a 

co m m o n  m e ss ia n ic  g o a l, b u t ra th e r  re g a rd  th e m  as  e n e m ie s  o f  G o d . T h is  

d if fe re n c e  b e tw e e n  th e  I s la m ic  a n d  th e  C h r is t ia n  a t t i tu d e  to w a rd s  th e  

Jew s is re v e a le d  in  th e  G re e k  D a n ie l,  in w h ich  th e  a p o c a ly p tic  ro le  o f  the  

tr ib es  o f  Is rae l is a g a in  re v e a le d . In  th is  d o c u m e n t, th e  “g re a t w a r” o f  the  

B y z a n tin e s  a g a in s t th e  A ra b s  b e s ie g in g  C o n s ta n tin o p le  is d e sc r ib e d . T h is  

a p o c a ly p se  sp e a k s  o f  th e  c o m in g  o f  “ a  le a d e r  f ro m  J u d a e a  n a m e d  D an  

and  th e n  th e  A n tic h ris t, b o th  a c c e p te d  as  k in g s  by  th e  Je w s , w h o  p ro c e e d  

to  a ff lic t th e  C h r is t ia n s ” .84 D an  is  o r ig in a lly  th e  n a m e  o f  o n e  o f  th e  L o s t 

T rib e s  (E ld a d  h a -D a n i is n a m e d  a f te r  it), w h ich  se e m s  to  in d ic a te  th a t th is  

te x t p re se rv e s  a  re m in is c e n c e  o f  th e  n o tio n  th a t th e  tr ib e s  o f  Is ra e l w ill 

ta k e  p a r t in  th e  e sc h a to lo g ic a l b a ttle  fo r  C o n s ta n tin o p le . In  th e  C h ris tia n  

c o n te x t th e  tr ib e s  a s s is t  th e  A n tic h r is t , u n lik e  th e  a b o v e  Is la m ic  te x ts  in 

w h ich  they  a s s is t th e  M u slim s.

34 A r a b -J e w is h  M e ss ia n ism : S y r ia

82 F o r  m o r e  s u c h  J e w is h  m e s s ia n ic  te x ts  s e e  L e w is ,  T h e  J e w s  o f  I s la m ,  9 3 - 9 4 .

83 H o y la n d , S e e in g  I s la m ,  2 9 7 .

84 I b id . ,  2 9 8 .
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S u m m in g  u p , th e  a b o v e  m a te r ia l  p re s e rv e s  a v e ry  e a r ly  s ta g e  in  th e  

d e v e lo p m e n t o f  th e  Is la m ic  h is to r io g ra p h ic a l s e lf- im a g e , a n d  c o n s ti tu te s  

a ty p ic a l p ro d u c t o f  th e  s itu a tio n  in  S y ria  w h e re  J e w s  a n d  A ra b s  w ere  

b ro u g h t in to  d ire c t  c o n ta c t. Is la m ic  tra d i t io n  d e s c r ib in g  th e se  c o n ta c ts  

a p p ro p r ia te d  fro m  th e  Je w s  B ib lic a l an d  p o s t-B ib lic a l m e ss ia n ic  n o tio n s  

an d  e m p lo y e d  th e m  to  le g itim ise  th e  c o n q u e s t  a n d  th e  e x p u ls io n  o f  th e  

B y z a n tin e s . T h e  le g itim isa tio n  w as a c h ie v e d  by  d e sc r ib in g  th e  c o n q u e s t 

as a  d iv in e  sc h e m e  a n tic ip a te d  in th e  B ib le  an d  e n d o rse d  b y  Je w s  su ch  as 

K a cb, w h o m  th e  tra d itio n s  p o rtra y  as  a “Ju d e o -M u s lim ” . T h e  re su lt w as  a 

u n iv e rs a l p e rc e p tio n  o f  th e  fa ith  w h ic h  in c o rp o ra te s  a ll th o se  to  w h o m  

G o d  re v e a le d  H im s e lf  th ro u g h  p ro p h e ts . A c c o rd in g  to  th is  p e rc e p tio n  

J e w s  a n d  A ra b s  sh a re  th e  s a c re d  m is s io n  o f  c a r ry in g  o u t th e  d iv in e  

sc h e m e , w h ic h  is to  re n e w  th e  a n c ie n t E x o d u s  an d  to  d r iv e  th e  B y z a n 

tin e s  o u t o f  th e  P ro m ise d  L a n d . T h e  m e ss ia n ic  g o a l is sh a re d  w ith  th e  

A ra b s  n o t o n ly  by  c o n te m p o ra ry  “ J u d e o -M u s l im s ” , b u t a lso  b y  th e  

B ib lica l C h ild re n  o f  Is rae l w h o m  o u r  tex ts  e x p e c t to  a s s is t th e  M u slim s  in 

th e  e sc h a to lo g ic a l a n ti-B y z a n tin e  h o ly  w ar. O n  th e  lite ra ry  le v e l, b o th  th e  

B ib le  a n d  th e  Q u r 3an  a p p e a r  in  th e se  tra d itio n s  in  c o m p le te  c o n c o rd , as 

b o th  s c r ip tu re s  a re  in v o k e d  to  c o n f irm  th e  J e w is h - A r a b  m e ss ia n ic  

m iss io n .



C H A P T E R  2

T H E  I S R A E L I T E S  A N D  A R A B I A

T h e  fa c t th a t a l-S h a m  w as  th e  s ite  o f  th e  P ro m ise d  L a n d  an d  th e  fo c u s  o f  

Je w ish  m e ss ia n ic  a s p ira tio n s  d e te rm in e d  th e  fo rm a tio n  o f  th e  u n iv e rs a l 

a sp e c t o f  th e  Is la m ic  se lf - im a g e  in  th a t reg io n . H o w e v e r , in  o th e r  p a r ts  o f  

th e  Is la m ic  w o r ld , a n d  m a in ly  in  th e  H ija z , a  re s p o n se  to  th e  Is ra e li te  

o r ie n ta tio n  o f  th e  S y ria n  M u slim s  so o n  cam e . T h e  re sp o n se  is re f le c te d  in 

re p o r ts  a b o u t H ija z i le a d e rs  w h o  re v o lte d  a g a in s t  th e  U m a y y a d s . T h e  

m o s t p ro m in e n t o f  th e se  re b e ls  w as  cA b d a lla h  ib n  a l-Z u b a y r , w h o  e s ta b 

l ish e d  h is  o w n  c a l ip h a te  in  th e  H ija z . T h e re  a re  m a n y  re p o r ts  a b o u t h is  

a n ti-U m a y y a d  u p r is in g  as  w e ll a s  a b o u t h is  a t t i tu d e  to w a rd s  cA b d  a l-  

M a lik , th e  b u ild e r  o f  th e  D o m e  o f  th e  R o c k  in  J e ru sa le m . Ib n  a l-Z u b a y r  

is sa id  to  h a v e  re p ro v e d  cA b d  a l-M a lik  fo r  im ita tin g  n o n -A ra b  re lig io u s  

m o d e ls  in  th is  p ro je c t an d  fo r  c o m p ly in g  w ith  J e w ish  a sp ira tio n s . T h is  is 

a t te s te d  in  a  te x t  s tu d ie d  re c e n tly  b y  A m ik a m  E la d , w h ic h  c o n ta in s  a 

re p o r t to  th e  e f fe c t  th a t Ib n  a l-Z u b a y r  u se d  to  b e sm irc h  cA b d  a l-M a lik , 

say in g :

In  h is  b u i ld in g s  h e  im i ta ie d  th e  p a la c e  o f  th e  k in g  o f  P e r s ia  a n d  th e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  

[ o f  th e  p a la c e  o f ]  a l - K h a d r a 3, a s  M u 'a w i y a  h a d  d o n e ,  a n d  h e  t r a n s f e r r e d  th e  c i r -  

c u m a m b u la t io n  ( t a w a f ) f r o m  th e  H o u s e  o f  G o d  (=  th e  K a cb a )  to  th e  q ib la  ( “ d i 

r e c t io n  o f  p r a y e r ” ) o f  th e  C h i ld r e n  o f  I s ra e l  (=  J e r u s a le m ) .1

T h is  te x t  in d ic a te s  th a t  th e  H ija z i b e lie v e rs , w h ile  c r i t ic is in g  th e  n o n -  

A ra b  m o d e ls  im ita te d  b y  S y r ia n  M u s lim s , w e re  p a r t ic u la r ly  a la rm e d  

b e c a u se  lo c a l A ra b ia n  s a n c tu a r ie s  h a d  b een  n e g le c te d  in  fa v o u r  o f  th e

1 E la d ,  M e d ie v a l  J e r u s a l e m , 5 4  (I  h a v e  m o d i f i e d  s l ig h t ly  E l a d ’s t r a n s la t io n ) .  O n  th e  

J e w is h  b a c k g r o u n d  to  th e  U m a y y a d  r i tu a l  s y s te m  in  J e r u s a le m  s e e  ib id . ,  1 6 1 - 6 3 .
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S y ria n  o n es . T h e  la tte r  g a in e d  m u c h  p re s tig e  th a n k s  to  th e  m e ss ia n ic  lin k  

w h ich  A ra b ia  la c k e d . In  A rab ia , th e n , th e  fe e lin g  w as  th a t th e  tra d itio n  o f  

th e  n o n -A ra b  c o m m u n itie s  o u ts id e  o f  A ra b ia  o v e rsh a d o w e d  th e  M e c c a n  

an d  M e d in a n  h e r ita g e  o f  th e  P ro p h e t. T h is  s ta te  o f  m in d  m u s t be ta k e n  

in to  c o n s id e ra tio n  w h e n  re a d in g  M u h a m m a d ’s e a r ly  b io g ra p h ie s  (s ira ), 

w h ich  w e re  c o m p o se d  by  H ija z i a u th o rs  su c h  as  Ib n  a l -Z u b a y r ’s o w n  

b ro th e r , cU rw a , a s  w e ll a s  by  a l-Z u h r i (M e d in a n , d . A H  124 ), Ib n  Ish aq  

(M e d in a n , d . A H  15 0), a n d  se v e ra l o th e rs .2 T h e ir  w o rk  s e e m s  to  h a v e  

b een  d e s ig n e d  to  se c u re  th e  s ta tu s  o f  A ra b ia  in  th e  c o l le c t iv e  h is to r ic a l 

m e m o ry  as  th e  b ir th p la c e  o f  Is la m . T h e  U m a y y a d  c a l ip h s  th e m se lv e s  

w ere  in  n e e d  o f  re f re sh in g  th e ir  m e m o rie s  o f  th e  P ro p h e t, w h o se  c a re e r  

w as  fo r  th e m  p a r t o f  a  re m o te  p as t. It is s ig n if ic a n t th a t cU rw a  ib n  a l-  

Z u b a y r  w ro te  d o w n  an  a c c o u n t o f  th e  life  o f  M u h a m m a d  fo r  n o  o th e r  

th an  cA b d  a l-M a lik .3

T h e  P r o m is e d  L a n d  a n d  A r a b ia

T h e  H ija z i h is to r io g ra p h ic a l  e f fo r ts  to  se c u re  fo r  A ra b ia  a  p re s tig io u s  

p la c e  in th e  Is la m ic  h is to r ic a l m e m o ry  w ere  n o t c o n f in e d  to  re te llin g  th e  

s to ry  o f  M u h a m m a d ’s A ra b ia n  e n te rp r ise . A tte m p ts  w e re  a lso  m a d e  to  

e le v a te  th e  s ta tu s  o f  th e  H ija z  to  th e  ran k  o f  th e  P ro m ise d  L a n d  a n d  to  

sh o w  th a t sa c re d  h is to ry  s ta r te d  to  u n fo ld  n o t in  S y ria , b u t ra th e r  in A ra 

b ia.

T h e  a v a ila b le  tra d itio n s  a tte s t to  th is  a tte m p t. T o  b e g in  w ith , so m e  o f  

th e m  e x p a n d  th e  d e s tin a tio n  o f  th e  Is ra e lite  E x o d u s  to  in c lu d e  n o t o n ly  

a l-S h a m , b u t A ra b ia  as  w e ll, w h ich  th u s  b e c a m e  a  p a r t o f  th e  P ro m ise d  

L an d . T h e se  tra d itio n s  a re  re c o rd e d  in th e  so u rc e s  to  e x p la in  th e  o r ig in  o f  

th e  J e w s  o f  A ra b ia . T h e re  a re  v a r io u s  e x p la n a tio n s  fo r  th is , b u t th e  o n e  

re le v a n t to  o u r  c a se  is p ro v id e d  in a  tra d itio n  o f  cU rw a  ib n  a l-Z u b a y r . It 

say s  th a t w h en  M o se s  c o n q u e re d  a l-S h am , h e  s e n t a n  Is ra e lite  a rm y  to  th e  

H ija z  to  s la y  a ll th e  m a le  A m a le k ite s  th e re . T h e  Is ra e li te s  k ille d  th e m  all 

b u t fo r  o n e  so n  o f  th e  A m a le k ite  k in g , w h o m  th e y  sp a re d  b e c a u se  o f  h is

2 O n  th e  M e d in a n  a u th o r s  o f  M u h a m m a d ’s b io g r a p h y  s e e  e .g .  A .A . D u r i ,  T h e  R is e  o f  

H is t o r i c a l  W r i t in g  A m o n g  th e  A r a b s , e d .  a n d  t r a n s .  L a w r e n c e  I. C o n r a d  ( P r in c e to n ,  

1 9 8 3 ) , 2 2 - 4 0 ,  7 6 - 1 2 1 .

3 S e z g in ,  G A S ,  I, 2 7 8 - 7 9 .
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e x tre m e  b e a u ty . T h e y  b ro u g h t h im  b a c k  w ith  th e m , b u t b y  th e  tim e  th ey  

re tu rn e d  M o se s  h a d  a lre a d y  d ie d , a n d  th e ir  b re th re n  d e n ie d  th e m  a c c e ss  

to  th e ir  la n d  b e c a u se  th e y  h a d  d is o b e y e d  M o s e s ’ o rd e r  to  sm ite  all th e  

A m a le k ite s . T h e  Is ra e lite  w a rr io rs  h a d  to  re tu rn  to  th e  H ija z , b y  w h ic h  

tim e  it w a s  fe r ti le  an d  p ro sp e ro u s . T h is  w a s  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  th e  Je w ish  

se tt le m e n t in  A ra b ia .4 T h e  s to ry  e c h o e s  th e  B ib lic a l s to ry  a b o u t S a u l, 

w h o  fa iled  to  c o m p le te  th e  d e s tru c tio n  o f  the  A m a le k ite s  an d  sp a red  th e ir  

k in g .5 M u s lim  h is to r io g ra p h e rs  a p p ro p r ia te d  th e  s to ry , a n d  in its  Is la m ic  

v e rs io n  it h as  b e c o m e  a  sc e n e  in  th e  Is ra e lite  c o n q u e s ts  o f  M o se s ’ tim e , 

w ith  th e  H ija z  b e c o m in g  an  e x te n s io n  o f  th e  P ro m ise d  L a n d  fro m  w h ich  

the  Is rae lite s  w ere  c o m m a n d e d  to  re m o v e  th e  in fide ls .

T h e  P ro p h e ts  a n d  A ra b ia

T h e  e f fo r ts  to  e x te n d  to  th e  H ija z  the  Is ra e lite  sa c re d n e ss  o f  S y ria  a n d  to  

in c lu d e  it in  th e  sc o p e  o f  th e  P ro m ise d  L a n d  a re  a lso  re v e a le d  in  t r a d i 

t io n s  try in g  to  tu rn  th e  A ra b ia n  sa n c tu a r ie s  in to  a d e s tin a tio n  fo r Is ra e lite  

p ilg r im a g e . T h e  lin k  is e s ta b lish e d  in a  se rie s  o f  tra d itio n s  d e sc r ib in g  th e  

p ilg r im a g e  to  M e c c a  o f  se v e ra l p ro m in e n t I s ra e li te  p ro p h e ts . O n e  o f  th e  

tra d itio n s  is re c o rd e d  b y  a l-W a q id i (d . a h  2 0 7 ) in  th e  c h a p te r  a b o u t th e  

c a m p a ig n  o f  B ad r; it is a t tr ib u te d  to  th e  C o m p a n io n  cA m r ibn  cA w f  al- 

M u zan i. In  it, th e  P ro p h e t ta k e s  a  m o u n ta in  tra c k  ( fa j j )  p a s s in g  by  th e  

to w n  o f  a l-R a w h a ° , an d  te lls  h is  m en  th a t th e  p ro p h e t M o se s  a lre a d y  to o k  

th e  s a m e  ro u te  le a d in g  7 0 ,0 0 0  o f  th e  C h ild re n  o f  Is rae l. T h e n  th e  M u s 

lim s p ray  in  th e  n ea rb y  sa n c tu a ry  (m a s j id ) c a lle d  cIrq  a l-Z a b y a .6

In  a n o th e r  v e rs io n  o f  th is  tra d itio n , th e  s a m e  s to ry  ta k e s  p la c e  d u rin g  

M u h a m m a d ’s firs t ra id , th e  o n e  on  a l-A b w a 3. T h e  P ro p h e t p ra y s  w ith  th e  

M u slim s  in th e  m o sq u e  o f  clrq  a l-Z a b y a , an d  th en  say s  th a t a l-R a w h a 3 is 

o n e  o f  th e  v a lle y s  o f  P a ra d ise , an d  th a t 7 0  p ro p h e ts  a lre a d y  p ray ed  th e re  

b e fo re  h im . M o se s  ro d e  by  it on  a  p in k  sh e -c a m e l, le a d in g  7 0 ,0 0 0  o f  th e  

C h ild ren  o f  Is rae l, till h e  re a c h e d  th e  K a cb a .7

4 S a m h u d i ,  I, 15 9 ( f ro m  Ib n  Z a b a la ) .

5 1 S a m u e l  1 5 :8 - 9 .

6 W a q id i ,  M a g h a z i ,  I, 4 0 .  T h e  isn a d :  K a th i r  ib n  'A b d a l l a h  ib n  cA m r  ib n  cA w f  ( M e 

d in a n ,  d . AH 1 5 0 - 6 0 )  <— h is  f a th e r  <— cA m r  ib n  cA w f  <— P ro p h e t .

7 Q u r tu b i ,  T a d h k ir a ,  4 4 6 . S e e  a ls o  Ib n  a l- J a w z i ,  M u th ir  a l - g h a r a m ,  3 7 6 .
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In  an  e x te n d e d  v e rs io n  o f  th e  sam e  tra d itio n , th e  P ro p h e t ad d s  th a t th e  

H o u r w ill n o t c o m e  u n ti l  J e su s  th e  so n  o f  M a ry  a lso  p a sse s  th ro u g h  th e  

V a lle y  o f  a l -R a w h a 3 o n  a  p ilg r im a g e  to  M e c c a .8 T h is  s ta te m e n t a b o u t 

J e su s  is a lso  a v a ila b le  w ith  an  is n a d  o f  th e  C o m p a n io n  A b u  H u ra y ra .9 It 

e x p a n d s  to  A ra b ia  th e  zo n e  o f  J e s u s ’ d e sc e n t, w h ic h  is o r ig in a lly  lo c a te d  

in  S y r ia .10

A s fo r M o se s , h is  p a ssa g e  th ro u g h  a l-R a w h a 3 o n  h is  w ay  to  M e c c a  is 

a lso  m e n tio n e d  in  a  tra d i t io n  o f  th e  M e c c a n  M u ja h id  ib n  J a b r  (d . A H  

104), in  w h ic h  th e  ta w a f  (c irc u m a m b u la tio n )  o f  M o se s  a ro u n d  th e  K a°b a  

an d  a ro u n d  th e  S a fa  a n d  th e  M a rw a  is a lso  d e s c r ib e d .11 H is  ta w a f  a ro u n d  

th e  la tte r  s ite s  is a lso  m e n tio n e d  in  a  tra d itio n  o f  th e  M e c c a n  cA ta 3 ibn  

A b i R ab ah  (d. a h  1 1 4 ) .12

T h e  ro u te  ta k e n  b y  M o se s  is  d if fe re n t in  o th e r  tra d i t io n s  a b o u t h is  

M e c c a n  p ilg r im a g e , in  w h ic h  h e  is jo in e d  b y  o th e r  p ro p h e ts . A  B a sra n  

tra d itio n  o f  Ib n  0 A b b a s  re la te s  th a t th e  P ro p h e t, w h ile  o n  a c a m p a ig n  w ith  

h is  C o m p a n io n s  b e tw e e n  M e c c a  a n d  M e d in a , sa w  a  v is io n  o f  M o se s  

r id in g  in a  ra v in e  c a lle d  W ad i a l-A z ra q , u tte r in g  th e  ta lb iya , w h ic h  is th e  

r itu a l s lo g a n  o f  p ilg r im s  a p p ro a c h in g  M e c c a . A s  th e  P ro p h e t p ro c e e d e d  

to  a n o th e r  d e f ile , h e  h a d  a v is io n  o f  Y u n u s  ib n  M a tta  c la d  in  a  w o o lle n  

g a rm e n t,  r id in g  a  red  sh e -c a m e l a n d  u tte r in g  th e  ta lb iy a ,13 In  a n o th e r  

v e rs io n  o f  th e  sam e  tra d itio n , th e  P ro p h e t see s  in  h is  se c o n d  v is io n  M o ses

8 S a m h u d i ,  I I I , 1 0 0 9  ( f r o m  Ib n  Z a b a la ) .

9 N u ca y m  ib n  H a m m a d ,  3 5 1 ;  cA b d  a l - R a z z a q ,  M u s a n n a f ,  X I ,  n o .  2 0 8 4 2 ;  Ib n  A b i 

S h a y b a ,  X V , n o . 1 9 3 4 2 ; M u s l im ,  IV , 6 0  (1 5 , B a b  ih la l  a l-n a b iy y ) ', A h m a d ,  M u s n a d ,  II , 

2 4 0 , 2 7 2 , 5 1 3 , 5 4 0 ; D a n i ,  F i ta n , V I , n o . 6 9 4 ; B a y h a q i ,  S h u ca b ,  I I I , n o . 4 0 0 5 .

10 E .g . N u ca y m  ib n  H a m m a d ,  3 4 6 - 5 2 .

11 A z ra q i ,  3 5 ; Ib n  a l - J a w z i ,  M u th ir  a l- g h a r a m ,  3 7 5 .

12 F a k ih i ,  II, n o . 1 4 0 8 .

13 M u s l im ,  I, 1 0 5 - 1 0 6  (1 ,  B a b  a l - i s r a 1 b i - r a s i t l i  l l a h . . . ) ' ,  Ib n  M a ja ,  I I , n o .  2 8 9 1  

(2 5 :4 ) ;  Ib n  K h u z a y m a ,  S a h ih ,  IV , n o s .  2 6 3 2 - 3 3 ;  A b u  Y a cla , M u s n a d ,  IV , n o . 2 5 4 2 ;  Ib n  

H ib b a n ,  S a h ih ,  IX , n o . 3 8 0 1 ;  A h m a d ,  M u s n a d ,  I, 2 1 5 - 1 6 ;  T a b a r a n i ,  K a b ir ,  X I I ,  n o . 

1 2 7 5 6 ; B a y h a q i ,  S h u ca b ,  I I I ,  n o . 4 0 0 4 ;  id e m , S u n a n ,  V , 4 2 ;  Ib n  'A s a k i r  (M u k h ta s a r ), 

X X V II I ,  1 1 4 - 1 5 .  T h e  is n a d :  D a w u d  ib n  A b i H in d  ( B a s r a n ,  d . A H  1 3 9 ) <— A b u  I - cA liy a  

( B a s r a n ,  d .  A H  9 0 )  «— Ib n  c A b b a s .  C f .  A b u  1 -S h a y k h , cA z a m a ,  4 3 7  (n o .  1 1 6 9 ) ; M u s ta d -  

r a k ,  I I , 5 8 4 .  O n  th e  ta lb iy a  o f  th e  p r o p h e t s  c f .  M .J . K is te r ,  “ O n  a  M o n o th e is t ic  A s p e c t  

o f  a  J a h i l i y y a  P r a c t i c e ” , J e r u s a le m  S tu d i e s  in  A r a b ic  a n d  I s la m  2  ( 1 9 8 0 ) ,  4 6  [ r e p r .  in  

id e m , S o c ie ty  a n d  R e l ig io n  F r o m  J a h i l i y y a  to  I s la m  ( A ld e r s h o t ,  1 9 9 0 ) , I],
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p e r fo rm in g  th e  r ite  o f  th ro w in g  p e b b le s  a t th e  ja m r a  ( in  M in a ) .14 In  a 

M e d in a n  tra d itio n  o f  Ib n  c A b b a s , th e  P ro p h e t, w h ile  o n  a  p ilg r im a g e  to  

M e c c a , p a s se s  th ro u g h  W a d i cU sfa n  a n d  d e c la re s  th a t  H u d , S a lih  an d  

M o se s  a lre a d y  tra v e rs e d  th is  ra v in e  w h ile  o n  a  p ilg r im a g e  to  M e c c a .15 

M o re  tra d itio n s  d e sc r ib in g  th e  P ro p h e t’s v is io n  o f  M o se s  w ra p p e d  u p  in  a 

w o o lle n  c lo a k  an d  r id in g  to  M e c c a  o n  a  c a m e l o r  a n  o x , o r  g o in g  o n  foo t, 

e i th e r  d o  n o t s p e c ify  th e  p la c e  in  w h ic h  h e  is s e e n , o r  g iv e  th e  n a m e  o f  

o n e  o r  o th e r  o f  th e  d e f ile s . S u c h  v e rs io n s  w e re  c irc u la te d  o n  th e  a u th o rity  

o f  th e  C o m p a n io n s  Ib n  c A b b a s ,16 c A b d a lla h  ib n  M a s cu d ,17 a n d  A b u  H u 

ra y ra .18

F u r th e r  v e rs io n s  a re  p r e o c c u p ie d  w ith  th e  n u m b e r  o f  th e  p ro p h e ts  

w h o  m a d e  th e  h a jj  to  M ecca . In  a  tra d itio n  o f  M u ja h id , it is s ta ted  th a t 70  

p ro p h e ts , in c lu d in g  M o se s , c a m e  o n  p ilg r im a g e  to  M e c c a  w h ile  u tte r in g  

th e  ta lb iy a .19 A  tra d itio n  o f  cA b d a lla h  ib n  a l-Z u b a y r  sa y s  th a t 1 ,000  p ro 

p h e ts  e n te re d  M e c c a  b a re fo o t.20 In  a  tra d itio n  o f  cU th m a n  ib n  a l-A sw a d  

(M e c c a n , d . A H  150), th e  P ro p h e t s ta te s  th a t 7 0  p ro p h e ts  ro d e  th ro u g h  al- 

R a w h a 3 u tte r in g  th e  ta lb iya ,  a m o n g  w h o m  w a s  Y u n u s  ib n  M a tta .21 In  a 

tra d itio n  o f  th e  B a s ra n  C o m p a n io n  A n a s  ib n  M a lik , th e  P ro p h e t s ta te s  

th a t 7 0  p ro p h e ts  p a s s e d  b a re fo o t th ro u g h  a l -R a w h a 3 o n  th e ir  w a y  to  

M e c c a , a n d  M o se s  w a s  a m o n g  th e m .22 T h e  s a m e  s ta te m e n t  is a lso  

a ttr ib u te d  to  th e  P ro p h e t in  a  tra d itio n  o f  th e  C o m p a n io n  A b u  M u sa  a l- 

A sh ca r i.23 A n  a d d itio n a l tra d itio n  o f  M u ja h id  f ro m  Ib n  c A b b a s  say s  th a t 

6 0  p ro p h e ts  p a sse d  th ro u g h  a l-R a w h a 3.24 A  tra d itio n  o f  Ib n  c A b b a s  say s

14 Ib n  H ib b a n , S a h ih ,  X IV , n o . 6 2 1 9 .

15 B a y h a q i ,  S h u ca b ,  I I I ,  n o .  4 0 0 3 .  T h e  is n a d :  T k r im a  ( M e d in a n ,  d . A H  1 0 5 ) <— Ib n  

cA b b a s .  In  o th e r  v e r s io n s  o f  th i s  t r a d i t io n  th e  n a m e  o f  M o s e s  d o e s  n o t  o c c u r .  S e e  A h 

m a d , M u s n a d ,  I, 2 3 2 .

16 T a b a r a n i ,  K a b ir ,  X I I ,  n o . 1 2 5 1 0 .

17 A b u  Y a cIa, M u s n a d ,  IX , n o . 5 0 9 3 ; T a b a r a n i ,  A w s a t ,  V II , n o . 6 4 8 3 .

18 Ib n  H ib b a n , S a h ih ,  IX , n o . 3 7 5 5 .

19 A b u  I -S h a y k h , cA z a m a ,  4 3 7  (n o . 1 1 6 8 ); A h m a d , Z u h d ,  8 7 .

20 M u h ib b  a l- D in  a l - T a b a r i ,  Q ir a ,  5 3 .

21 Ib n  cA s a k i r  ( M u k h ta s a r ) ,  X X V II I ,  115.

22 A b u  Y a cla , M u s n a d ,  V I I , n o . 4 2 7 5 .  C f . Ib n  B a b u y a ,  M a n  la  y a h d u r u h u  l- fa q ih ,  II , 

n o . 2 2 8 3 .

23 A b u  Y a cla , M u s n a d ,  X I I I ,  n o s .  7 2 3 1 ,  7 2 7 1 .

24 A z ra q i ,  3 7 .
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th a t 7 0  p ro p h e ts  ro d e  th ro u g h  a l-R a w h a 3, a n d  th a t 7 0  p ro p h e ts  p ra y e d  a t 

M a s jid  a l -K h a y f  [in  M in a ] .25 A  s im ila r  tra d itio n  o f  S a cid  ib n  a l-M u sa y -  

y a b  (M e d in a n , d . A H  9 4 )  sa y s  th a t  M o se s  p a s s e d  th ro u g h  a l -R a w h a 3 

u tte r in g  th e  ta lb iya , a n d  Je su s  to o  w en t th e  sa m e  w a y  u tte r in g  th e  ta lb iya , 

a n d  th a t  7 0  p ro p h e ts  c a m e  r id in g  a n d  p ra y e d  a t M a s jid  a l-K h a y f .26 Y e t 

a n o th e r  tra d itio n  o f  M u ja h id  sa y s  th a t 75  p ro p h e ts  m a d e  th e  p ilg r im a g e  

an d  p ra y e d  in  th e  m o sq u e  o f  M in a  (=  M a s jid  a l-K h a y f ) .27 A  v e rs io n  o f  

Ib n  c A b b a s  w h ic h  is tra c e d  b a c k  to  th e  P ro p h e t sa y s  th a t  M o se s  w as  

a m o n g  th e  7 0  p ro p h e ts  w h o  p ra y e d  a t M a s jid  a l -K h a y f .28 T h e  K u fa n  

cA b d a lla h  ib n  D a m ra  a l-S a lu li say s  th a t 7 7  (v a r . 9 9 )  p ro p h e ts  w h o  c a m e  

o n  p ilg r im a g e  to  M e c c a  w e re  b u r ie d  in  th e  v ic in ity  o f  th e  K a cb a .29 In  

a n o th e r  v e rs io n  o f  h is  s ta te m e n t, th e  n u m b e r  g iv e n  is  7 0  o r  9 0 .30

T h e  id e n tity  o f  th e  p ro p h e ts  b u r ie d  n e a r  th e  K a cb a  w as  a lso  a  p o in t 

th a t a t tra c te d  so m e  a tte n tio n . M u q a til s ta te s  th a t  7 0  p ro p h e ts  a re  b u r ie d  

n e a r  th e  K a cb a , in c lu d in g  H u d  a n d  S a lih .31 H o w e v e r , a  tra d itio n  o f  cU r- 

w a  ib n  a l-Z u b a y r  say s  th a t a ll th e  p ro p h e ts  m a d e  th e  p ilg r im a g e  to  M e c 

ca , e x c e p t fo r  H u d  an d  S a lih , w h o  d ie d  w ith o u t h a v in g  m a d e  th e  h a jj .32

A  sp e c ia l p a r t in  th e  A ra b ia n  h a jj  is p la y e d  b y  th e  p ro p h e t I ly a s  (=  E li 

ja h ) .  S in c e  in  II K in g s  2 :1 - 1 8  E lija h  d o e s  n o t d ie  a  n a tu ra l d e a th , b u t 

r a th e r  is ta k e n  u p  to  h e a v e n  b y  G o d  in  a  w h ir lw in d , th is  p ro p h e t h as  

g a in e d  a  sp e c ia l ro le  in  J e w ish  e sc h a to lo g y  a n d  m e ss ia n ism . A c c o rd in g  

to  J e w ish  tra d itio n , it is h is  c u s to m  to  fre q u e n t th e  e a r th  an d  re v e a l s e c 

re ts  to  s c h o la rs  le a rn in g  th e  T o ra h , a n d  h e lp  th e  n e e d y  a n d  sav e  Is ra e l 

fro m  o p p re s s io n . I t is h e  w h o  w ill a n n o u n c e  to  th e  p e o p le  o f  Is ra e l th e  

c o m in g  o f  th e  M essiah .

25 I b id . ,  3 8 ; M u s ta d r a k ,  I I , 5 9 8 .

26 F a k ih i ,  IV , n o . 2 6 0 1 . C f . A h m a d , Z u h d ,  5 8 .

27 F a k ih i ,  IV , n o . 2 5 9 9 ;  A z r a q i ,  3 5 , 4 0 0 .

28 F a k ih i ,  IV , n o .  2 5 9 3 ;  T a b a r a n i ,  K a b ir ,  X I ,  n o .  1 2 2 8 3 ; id e m , A w s a t ,  V I , n o . 5 4 0 3 . 

T h e  is n a d :  I b n  J u b a y r  <— Ib n  c A b b a s  <— P ro p h e t .

29 B a y h a q i ,  S h u ca b ,  I I I ,  n o . 4 0 0 6 ;  A z r a q i ,  3 4 ,  3 6 3 ; Ib n  a l - J a w z i ,  M u th ir  a l - g h a r a m ,  

3 7 5 .

30 cA b d  a l- R a z z a q ,  M u s a n n a f ,  V , n o . 9 1 2 9 .

31 A z ra q i,  3 9 .

32 Ib id . ,  3 8 ; B a y h a q i ,  S h u ca b ,  I I I ,  n o . 4 0 0 2 .
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Is la m ic  tra d i t io n  a d o p te d  th is  f ig u re  a n d  p ro v id e d  it w ith  A ra b ia n  

lin k s . A l-T a b a ri re c o rd e d  a tra d itio n  o f  th e  B a s ra n /S y r ia n  c A b d a lla h  ibn  

S h a w d h a b  (d . ca. a h  150) w h ic h  sa y s  th a t  I ly a s  a n d  a l-K h a d ir  u se  to  

m e e t e a c h  y e a r  in  th e  m a w sim  ( i.e . th e  h a j j ) P  T h e  sam e  is a lso  re la te d  on  

th e  a u th o rity  o f  a l-H a sa n  a l-B a sr i (d . a h  1 10).34 M o re  d e ta ile d  is a  tra d i 

tio n  o f  Ib n  c A b b a s  in  w h ic h  M u h a m m a d  h im s e lf  d e c la re s  th a t I ly as  an d  

a l-K h a d ir  m e e t e a c h  y e a r  in  th e  m a w s im  a n d  sh a v e  e a c h  o th e r ’s h e a d .35 

T h is  m e e tin g  ta k e s  p la c e  e i th e r  in  cA ra fa 36 o r  in  M in a .37 A  tra d itio n  o f  

th e  M e c c a n  cA b d  a l - cA z iz  ib n  A b i R a w w a d  (d . a h  159) c o m b in e s  th e  

S y ria n  a n d  th e  H ija z i sp h e re s  o f  I ly a s ’ a p p e a ra n c e . H e re  w e  fin d  th a t 

eac h  y e a r  I ly as  an d  a l-K h a d ir  fa s t d u rin g  R a m a d a n  in  Je ru sa le m  an d  th en  

m a k e  th e  h a jj  to  M e c c a  a n d  d r in k  o f  th e  w a te r  o f  Z a m z a m .38 In  a tra d i 

tio n  o f  A n a s  ib n  M a lik , th e  P ro p h e t d e c la re s  th a t o n e  y e a r ly  d r in k  o f  

Z a m z a m  w a te r  su ffic e s  th e m  till n e x t y e a r .39

T h e  im m o rta lity  o f  th e  p ro p h e t I ly a s  m a k e s  it p o s s ib le  fo r  h im  to  a p 

p e a r  in  A ra b ia  as a p ilg r im  to  M e c c a  a n d  m e e t th e  P ro p h e t M u h a m m a d . 

S u c h  a m e e tin g  ta k e s  p la c e  in  a re g io n  c lo se  to  a l-S h a m , n a m e ly , in  al- 

H ijr  w h e re  M u h a m m a d  is p a ss in g  th ro u g h  d u rin g  th e  ra id  o n  T ab u k . T h e  

m e e tin g  is  d e sc r ib e d  in  a tra d i t io n  re la te d  on  th e  a u th o rity  o f  th e  C o m 

p a n io n  A n as  ib n  M a lik . H e  h e a rs  I ly a s  p ray  to  G o d , a sk in g  H im  to  m a k e  

h im  o n e  o f  M u h a m m a d ’s b le sse d  u m m a . A n as  in fo rm s M u h a m m a d  ab o u t 

it, a n d  th e  P ro p h e t c o m e s  a n d  m e e ts  I ly a s  in  p e rso n ; G o d  se n d s  th e m  

d o w n  fo o d  fro m  h e a v e n  an d  th e y  fe a s t o n  it to g e th e r .40 A n o th e r  v e rs io n

33 T a b a r i ,  T a r ik h ,  I, 3 6 5  ( 1 , 4 1 5 ) .  S e e  a l s o  Ib n  H a ja r ,  I s a b a ,  II , 3 1 0 .

34 Ib n  H a ja r ,  I s a b a ,  II , 2 9 3 .

35 D a y la m i ,  F ir d a w s ,  V , n o .  8 8 9 5 ;  Ib n  a l - J a w z i ,  M u th ir  a l - g h a r a m ,  1 9 4 ; M u h ib b  a l-  

D in  a l - T a b a r i ,  Q ir a ,  5 6 ,  4 1 1 - 1 2 ;  Ib n  cA s a k i r  (M u k h ta s a r ) , V , 2 7 ;  S u y u t i ,  D u r r ,  IV , 2 4 0 ; 

Ib n  H a ja r ,  I s a b a ,  I I , 3 0 5 .

36 Ib n  H a ja r ,  I s a b a ,  I I , 3 1 2 .

37 Ib id . ,  I I , 3 2 8 .

38 W a s i t i ,  F a d a ’ il, n o . 1 4 9 ; T h a cla b i ,  Q is a s ,  2 3 0 ;  Ib n  a l - M u r a j ja ,  n o . 1 7 6 ; Ib n  cA s a -  

k i r  (M u k h ta s a r ), V I I I ,  6 7 ;  S u y u t i ,  D u r r ,  IV , 2 4 0 ;  Ib n  H a ja r ,  I s a b a ,  I I , 3 0 6 , 3 1 0 .

39 Ib n  H a ja r ,  I s a b a ,  I I , 2 9 3 .

40 Ib n  A b i  1 -D u n y a , H a w a t i f ,  7 8 - 7 9  ( n o .  1 0 2 ) ; A b u  1 -S h a y k h , cA z a m a ,  3 6 3  (n o . 

1 0 1 0 ); M u s ta d r a k ,  I I ,  6 1 7 ;  B a y h a q i ,  D a la ^ i l ,  V , 4 2 1 - 2 2 ;  S u y u t i ,  K h a s a ’ i s ,  II , 1 09 ; 

id e m , D u r r ,  V , 2 8 6 ; Ib n  K a th i r ,  B id a y a ,  I, 3 3 8 .
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re p la c e s  th e  n a m e  o f  I ly a s  w ith  th a t o f  a l-K h a d ir .41 In  th e  v e rs io n  re la ted  

o n  th e  a u th o rity  o f  th e  S y r ia n  C o m p a n io n  W a th ila  ib n  a l -A s q a c, Ily as  

say s  th a t h e  is o n  h is  w a y  to  M e c c a , a n d  th a t  th e  a n g e l G a b r ie l  h as  

o rd e re d  h im  to  m e e t M u h a m m a d , a n d  th a t h e  h as  ju s t  c o m e  fro m  S y ria  

w h e re , to g e th e r  w ith  a n  a rm y  o f  a n g e ls  an d  M u slim  j in n  ( “d e m o n s” ), he 

fo u g h t a g a in s t th e  in f id e ls .42

T h e  fac t th a t m o s t s ta te m e n ts  a b o u t th e  A ra b ia n  p ilg r im a g e  o f  th e  p ro p h 

e ts  a re  fo rm u la te d  as  a  v is io n  o f  M u h a m m a d , e x p e rie n c e d  d u r in g  h is  o w n  

p ilg r im a g e  o r  c a m p a ig n , le n d s  B ib lica l g la m o u r  to  h is  A ra b ia n  e n te rp rise  

an d  tu rn s  it in to  a  re n e w e d  v e rs io n  o f  a n c ie n t jo u rn e y s  in  a  sa c re d  la n d  

w h o se  s a n c tity  re s ts  o n  a n  Is ra e lite  b a s is , lik e  th a t o f  J e ru sa le m . T h e  line 

lin k in g  M u h a m m a d ’s jo u rn e y s  in  A ra b ia  to  th o se  o f  th e  B ib lic a l p ro p h e ts  

is d ra w n  e x p lic it ly  in  a  tra d itio n  re c o rd e d  in  a  S h ici c o m p ila tio n , say in g  

th a t M o se s , Y u n u s , J e su s  a n d  M u h a m m a d  ro d e  th ro u g h  a l -R a w h a 3, each  

o n e  u tte rin g  a  sp e c if ic  v e rs io n  o f  th e  ta lb iya  o n  th e ir  w ay  to  M e c c a .43

T h e  S h f i s  in d e e d  se e m  to  h a v e  th e ir  o w n  sp e c ia l in te re s t in  p ro m o t 

in g  th e  s ta tu s  o f  A ra b ia  a t  th e  e x p e n se  o f  S y r ia , p e rh a p s  d u e  to  a n ti-  

U m a y y a d  m o tiv e s . A c c o rd in g ly , th e y  h a v e  e la b o ra te d  o n  th e  th e m e  o f  

Is ra e lite  p ro p h e ts  in  A ra b ia , a n d  a S h ici tra d itio n  o f  th e  M e d in a n  S h icI 

im a m  A b u  J a cfa r  (M u h a m m a d  ib n  0A ll a l-B a q ir ,  d . a h  114) ad d s  to  th e  

lis t o f  p ro p h e ts  w h o  c a m e  to  M e c c a  th e  n am e  o f  S u la y m a n  (=  K in g  S o lo 

m o n ).44

F o r  th e  S h icis , h o w e v e r , n o t o n ly  A ra b ia , b u t r e g io n s  in  I ra q  a lso , 

w e re  b le sse d  b y  th e  p re s e n c e  o f  p ro p h e ts . T h is  a p p lie s  m a in ly  to  K u fa , 

cA li’s c a p ita l c ity  a n d  b u ria l p la ce . S h ici tra d itio n s  d e sc r ib e  its  m o sq u e  as 

lo c a te d  o n  th e  so il o u t o f  w h ic h  th e  p ro p h e ts  w e re  c re a te d ,45 o r  as th e  

p la c e  w h e re  7 0  p ro p h e ts  p ra y e d 46 o r  w e re  b u r ie d .47 I ra q  c o u ld  e a s ily  

b e c o m e  an  e x te n s io n  o f  th e  P ro m ise d  L a n d  b e c a u se  A b ra h a m ’s jo u rn e y

41 T h a cla b i , Q is a s , 1 9 8 - 9 9 ;  id e m , T a fs ir ,  M S  T e l A v iv ,  145 .

42 Ib n  ‘ A s a k i r  (M u k h ta s a r ),  V , 2 7 - 2 9 ;  Ib n  H a ja r ,  I s d b a ,  II , 3 0 7 - 3 0 9 .

43 Ib n  B a b u y a ,  M a n  la  y a h d u r u h u  l - fa q ih ,  I I , n o . 2 2 8 4 .

44 I b id . ,  II , n o . 2 2 8 5 .

45 Ib n  Q u la w a y h i ,  Z iy a r a t ,  n o .  6 8 .

46 Ib id . ,  n o . 7 6 .

47 Ib id . ,  n o . 6 9 .
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to  C a n a a n  b e g a n  th e re . T h e  h o u s e  f ro m  w h ic h  h e  se t o u t to  f ig h t th e  

A m a le k ite s  is b e lie v e d  to  h a v e  b e e n  in  K u fa  48

T h e  M a h d i a n d  A ra b ia

T h e  e x p a n s io n  o f  th e  Is ra e lite  s a n c ti ty  o f  S y ria  to  A ra b ia  is a lso  re f le c te d  

in th e  tra d itio n s  a b o u t th e  m a h d i,  th e  m e ss ia n ic  sav io u r. T h e  A ra b ia n  lin k  

o f  th e  m a h d i  is  d e m o n s tra te d  in  a  K u fa n  tra d i t io n  o f  th e  C o m p a n io n  

H u d h a y fa  ibn  a l-Y a m a n  (M e d in a n /K u fa n , d. a h  3 6 ) w h o  is re n o w n e d  fo r  

th e  n u m e ro u s  e sc h a to lo g ic a l tra d itio n s  re la te d  o n  h is  a u th o rity .49 H e w as  

p ro b a b ly  o f  Je w ish  d e s c e n t .50 T h e  tra d itio n  w as re c o rd e d  b y  a l-T a b a ri in  

h is  T a h d h ib  a l-a th a r .  In  it, th e  P ro p h e t  p re d ic ts  th e  e m e rg e n c e  o f  th e  

m a h d i  in  M e c c a  in  th e  y e a r  a h  2 2 5 . H is  n a m e  w il l  b e  A h m a d  ib n  

'A b d a lla h .  U p o n  h e a rin g  th is , th e  C o m p a n io n  'I m r a n  ib n  H u sa y n  (d . A H  

52) ask s  th e  P ro p h e t to  d e s c r ib e  th e  m a h d i, a n d  th e  P ro p h e t say s : “ H e 

w ill be a  m a n  o f  m y  o ffsp r in g , a n d  w ill lo o k  lik e  th e  m e n  o f  th e  C h ild re n  

o f  Israe l. H e  w ill e m e rg e  w h e n  m y  c o m m u n ity  su ffe rs  p a in s ta k in g  tria ls . 

H is  c o lo u r  w ill b e  A ra b ia n , h is  a g e  4 0 , h is  fa c e  lik e  a  sh in in g  s ta r. H e 

w ill fill th e  e a r th  w ith  ju s tic e ,  a s  m u c h  as  it h a s  b e e n  f il le d  w ith  in ju s tic e  

an d  o p p re ss io n . H e w ill re ig n  2 0  y ea rs  a n d  w ill d o m in a te  a ll th e  c itie s  o f  

th e  in fid e ls : C o n s ta n tin o p le  a n d  R o m e . . . . ” T h e  tra d i t io n  g o e s  o n  to  say  

th a t a ll th e  p e o p le  o f  S y ria , th e  M a sh riq , a s  w e ll a s  th e  A ra b ia n  tr ib e s  o f  

M u d a r  an d  th e  Y e m e n , w ill p le d g e  a lle g ia n c e  to  th e  m a h d i  in  M e c c a .51

T h e  Is ra e lite  d is p o s it io n  o f  th e  m a h d i  is a lso  s ta te d  in  tra d itio n s  w ith  

n o  p a r t ic u la r  A ra b ia n  o r ie n ta tio n . O n e  o f  th e m  is o f  th e  B a s ra n  Q a ta d a  

ib n  D i 'a m a  (d . a h  117) in  w h ic h  h e  q u o te s  th e  B a s ra n  'A b d a lla h  ib n  a l-  

H a rith  a l-A n sa r i w h o  say s  th a t th e  m a h d i  w ill b e  a  m a n  o f  4 0 , lo o k in g  

lik e  a  m a n  o f  th e  C h ild re n  o f  I s ra e l.52 A n o th e r  tra d itio n  o f  Q a ta d a  s ta te s  

lik e w ise  th a t th e  a g e  o f  th e  m a h d i  w ill b e  4 0 , a n d  h e  w ill la b o u r  (in  b a t-

48 Ib id . ,  n o .  6 8 .

49 A b o u t  w h ic h  s e e  e .g .  A b u  N u 'a y m ,  H ily a ,  I, 2 7 0 - 8 3 ;  K a n z ,  X I , 2 2 6 - 3 3 .

50 A b o u t  w h ic h  s e e  M ic h a e l  L e c k e r ,  “ H u d h a y f a  b . a l - Y a m a n  a n d  cA m m a r  b . Y a s ir ,  

J e w is h  C o n v e r ts  to  I s la m ” , Q u a d e r n i  d i  S tu d i  A r a b i  11 (1 9 9 3 ) ,  1 5 3 - 5 8 .

51 T a b a r i ,  T a h d h ib  ( m a fq u d ), n o .  6 8 7 .  C f .  S u y u t i ,  A k h b a r  a l - m a h d i ,  n o .  8 0 . T h e  i s 

n a d :  S u f y a n  a l - T h a w r i  ( K u f a n ,  d . A H  1 6 1 ) <— M a n s u r  ib n  a l - M u ct a m i r  ( K u f a n ,  d . A H  

1 3 2 ) <r- R ib ci ib n  H ira s h  ( K u f a n ,  d . A H  1 0 0  <— H u d h a y fa  <— P ro p h e t .

52 N u ca y m  ib n  H a m m a d ,  2 2 5 . S e e  a ls o  S u y u t i ,  A k h b a r  a l - m a h d i ,  n o .  13 4.
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tie ) a s  d id  th e  C h ild re n  o f  Is rae l. H e re  Q a ta d a  a lso  s ta tes  th a t i f  th e  m a h d i  

is n o t °U m ar, th e n  h e  d o e s  n o t k n o w  w h o  h e  is .53 T h e  tra d itio n  w as  re 

c o rd e d  by a l-D a n i in  a  c h a p te r  c o n ta in in g  tra d itio n s  to  th e  e f fe c t  th a t th e  

m a h d i  is cU m a r  II. T h is  c a lip h  w as  in d e ed  Q a ta d a ’s c o n te m p o ra ry .

T h e  S h ici m a h d i  w as  a lso  p ro v id e d  w ith  H ija z i lin k s . T h e  lin k  is  e s 

ta b lis h e d  in  S h lci Q u r 3a n  c o m m e n ta r ie s  o n  th e  I s ra e l i te  u m m a  v e rs e  

( 7 :159).54 T h e  e a r l ie s t o f  th e m  c o n ta in  a  tra d itio n  a ttr ib u tin g  to  th e  im a m  

A b u  cA b d a lla h  Ja ° fa r  a l-S a d iq  (d . a h  148 ) a  s ta te m e n t to  th e  e f fe c t th a t 

w h e n  the s a v io u r  (q a ^im )  o f  th e  H o u se  o f  M u h a m m a d  a p p e a rs  in  M ecca , 

h e  w ill b rin g  fo r th  o u t o f  th e  K a cb a  tw e n ty -se v e n  p eo p le : f if te e n  o f  th e  

p e o p le  o f  M o se s  (q a w m  M u sa ),  s e v e n  o f  th e  P e o p le  o f  th e  C a v e  (a sh a b  

a l- k a h f) ,55 J o sh u a — th e  su c c e s so r  (w a siyy )  o f  M o se s— th e  b e lie v e r  o f  th e  

H o u se  o f  P h a ra o h ,56 S a lm a n  a l-F a ris i , A b u  D u ja n a  a l-A n sa r i, an d  M a lik  

(ib n  a l-H a rith )  a l-A sh ta r .57 In  th is  v e rs io n , th e  “ p e o p le  o f  M o se s”  as  w ell 

a s  Jo sh u a  a re  a c c o m p a n ie d  b y  o th e r  m y th o lo g ic a l f ig u re s  k n o w n  fro m  

th e  Q u r3an  as  w e ll as  f ro m  lis ts  o f  cA l i ’s p a r tis a n s ; a ll o f  th e m  a re  e x 

p e c te d  to  re a p p e a r  in  M e c c a  w ith  th e  S h ici red ee m er.

P o le m ic s  a n d  A ra b ia

T h e  e f fo r ts  to  sh if t  to  th e  H ija z  so m e  o f  th e  Is ra e li te  s a c re d n e s s  o f  S y ria  

a re  a lso  tra c e a b le  in th e  g e n e ra l a n ti-J e w ish  p o le m ic a l sp h e re . A lth o u g h  

p o le m ic a l w r itin g s  d o  n o t b e lo n g  to  th e  im m e d ia te  sc o p e  o f  th e  p re se n t 

s tu d y , it is  n e v e rth e le s s  w o rth  m e n tio n in g  th a t h e re  to o  B ib lic a l p a ssa g e s  

h a v e  b een  d iv e r te d  fro m  P a le s tin e  to  A ra b ia  in  an  e ffo r t to  e le v a te  M e c c a  

to  th e  s ta tu s  o f  J e ru sa le m . T h e  B ib lic a l m e ss ia n ic  p ro p h e c ie s  p re d ic tin g  

m e ss ia n ic  d e liv e ra n c e  in  J e ru sa le m  at th e  e n d  o f  d a y s  w e re  in te rp re te d  by 

M u s lim  w r ite rs  a s  r e fe r r in g  to  M e c c a . F o r  e x a m p le , Is a ia h  2 8 :1 6 , in

53 D a n i,  F ita n ,  V , n o . 5 8 8 .  Q a ta d a  is  q u o te d  h e r e  b y  A b u  H ila l  a l - R a s ib i  ( B a s r a n ,  d . 

AH 1 6 7 ).

54 T u s i ,  T a b y a n , V , 6 ; T a b r is i ,  M a jm a c, IX , 4 4 - 4 5 .

55 S u ra t  a l - K a h f ( 1 8 ) : 2 2 .

56 S u ra t  G h a f i r  ( 4 0 ) :2 8 .  H e  is  id e n t i f ie d  w i th  th e  p r o p h e t  H iz q i l .  S e e  F u r a t ,  T a fs ir , I, 

3 5 4  (n o s .  4 8 0 - 8 1 ) .

57 c A y y a s h i ,  I I , 3 5  (n o .  9 0 ) .  S e e  a l s o  Ib n  R u s ta m  a l - T a b a r i ,  D a l a ’ i l  a l - im a m a ,  

2 4 3 ^ 1 4 ;  a l - S h a y k h  a l - M u f id ,  I r s h a d ,  3 6 5  (“ K u f a ”  in s te a d  o f  “ k a cb a ” ); T a b r is i ,  / 7 d m  a l-  

w a r a ,  4 3 3  (“ K u f a ”  in s te a d  o f  “ k a cb a ” ).
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w h ic h  G o d  p ro m ise s  to  e s ta b l is h  in  Z io n  a  “ s to n e , a  tr ie d  s to n e , a  p r e 

c io u s  c o m e r  s to n e ” , w as id e n tif ie d  by  M u slim  p o le m ic is ts  w ith  th e  B lack  

S to n e  o f  th e  K a cba , so  th a t Z io n  h as  b e c o m e  a  n a m e  fo r  M e c c a .58 S im i 

la rly , th e  “ b a rre n  th a t d id  n o t b e a r” o f  Isa ia h  5 4 :1 , w h ic h  o p e n s  a  p ro p h 

e c y  a b o u t th e  d e l iv e ra n c e  o f  Z io n , w a s  id e n tif ie d  w ith  M e c c a ,59 th u s  

m a k in g  th e  a p p e a ra n c e  o f  th e  P ro p h e t th e re  th e  o u tc o m e  o f  th e  d iv in e ly  

p re d e s tin e d  s c h e m e  o f  d e liv e ra n c e . N u m e ro u s  s im ila r  in s ta n c e s  o f  B ib li 

cal d e liv e ra n c e  p ro p h e c ie s  b a se d  in  M e c c a  m ay  b e  fo u n d  in  Ib n  R a b b a n ’s 

tre a tise ,60 a n d  so m e  o f  th o se  a p p e a r in g  in  la te r  p o le m ic a l w r itin g s  w ere  

a lre ad y  n o te d  by  G o ld z ih e r .61

T h e  L o s t  T r ib e s  a n d  A r a b ia

T h e  th e m e  o f  th e  L o s t T r ib e s  w a s  a lso  e x p a n d e d  to  th e  H ija z , w ith  a 

“J u d e o -M u s l im ” o r ie n ta tio n  a r t ic u la te d - in  c le a r  A ra b ia n  c o lo u rs . T h e  

tr ib e s  w ere  p ro v id e d  w ith  H ija z i l in k s  a n d  th e  P ro p h e t M u h a m m a d  w as  

b ro u g h t in to  d ire c t  c o n ta c t  w ith  th e m . T h e  tra d itio n s  e s ta b l is h in g  th e se  

lin k s  a re  fo u n d  in  th e  e x e g e s is  o f  th e  I s ra e li te  u m m a  v e rse  (7 :1 5 9 ) . A l- 

T a b a ri r e c o rd e d  a  tra d itio n  w ith  an  i s n a d  o f  Ib n  Ju ra y j (M e c c a n , d . A H  

150) <- Ib n  cA b b a s , to  th e  e f fe c t  th a t o n e  v ir tu o u s  tr ib e  (s ib t)  d e p a r te d  

fro m  th e  s in fu l I s ra e li te s  a t th e  tim e  o f  M o se s , a n d  w as  tra n s fe r re d  by 

G o d  to  C h in a  th ro u g h  a n  u n d e rg ro u n d  p assag e . T h e  m e m b e rs  o f  th is  tr ib e  

liv e  th e re  as  h a n ifs . T h e  t ra d i t io n  re la te s  th a t th e se  Is ra e li te  h a n ifs  o b 

s e rv e  th e  Is la m ic  d ire c tio n  o f  p ra y e r  (q ib la ), a n d  w ill re a p p e a r  to g e th e r  

w ith  Je su s  th e  so n  o f  M a ry .62 T h e  te rm  h a n i f  is a  title  g iv e n  b y  M u slim  

h is to r io g ra p h e rs  to  b e lie v e rs  liv in g  in  th e  p re -M u h a m m a d a n  p e r io d , an d

58 S e e  Ib n  Q a y y im  a l - J a w z iy y a ,  H id a y a t  a l- h a y d r a ,  1 6 0 . S e e  a ls o  K h a r g u s h i ,  fo l .  7 4 a  

(Z io n  o f  P s a lm s  5 0 :2  is  M e c c a ) .

59 Ib n  K a th ir ,  B id a y a ,  V I, 180 .

60 Ib n  R a b b a n ,  a l- D in  w a - l- d a w la ,  1 5 9 , 1 65 , 1 6 7 , 1 68 , 1 7 8 , e tc .

61 Ig n a z  G o ld z ih e r ,  “ U e b e r  m u h a m m a d a n i s c h e  P o le m ik  g e g e n  A h l a l - k i t a b ” , Z e it -  

s c h r i f t  d e r  D e u ts c h e n  M o r g e n la n d is c h e n  G e s e l l s c h a f t  3 2  ( 1 8 7 8 ) ,  3 4 1 - 8 7  [ r e p r in t e d  in  

h is  G e s a m m e lte  S c h r i f t e n ,  II ( H i ld e s h e im , 1 9 6 8 ), 1 - 4 7 ] ,

62 T a b a r i ,  T a fs i r , IX , 6 0  (w i th  r e f e r e n c e  to  Q u r t n  1 7 :1 0 4 ) . S e e  a l s o  T h a H a b i ,  T a fs ir  

( A h m e t  I I I , 76 /11 ), fo l .  1 0 3 b ; Ib n  K a th ir ,  T a fs i r , I I , 2 5 6 . C f .  W a h id i ,  W a s it ,  I I , 4 1 8 - 1 9 ;  

Z a m a k h s h a r i ,  K a s h s h a f  I I , 123 ; Q u r tu b i ,  A h k a m ,  V II , 3 0 2 .
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m a in ly  to  th o se  liv in g  in  A ra b ia  w h o  a lso  a d h e re d  to  th e  w o rsh ip  o f  th e  

K a cb a  an d  to o k  it a s  th e ir  q ib la .63

A n o th e r  tra d itio n  a f f irm s  th e  re la tio n sh ip  o f  th e  L o s t T rib e s  to  A ra 

b ia n  r ite s , an d  e sp e c ia lly  to  th e  p ilg r im a g e  to  M e c c a , to  w h ic h , as seen  

a b o v e , th e ir  p ro p h e ts  w e re  a lso  lin k ed . T h is  c e re m o n y  is m e n tio n e d  in  a 

tra d itio n  re c o rd e d  by  a l-N a q q a sh  (d . a h  3 5 1 ) u n d e r  th e  Is ra e li te  u m m a  

v e rse  a n d  s ta te s  th a t th e  L o s t T r ib e s  d w e ll b e y o n d  an  im p a ssa b le  v a lle y  

o f  sa n d , a n d  th a t  th e y  p a r t ic ip a te  w ith  th e  p e o p le  in th e  p ilg r im a g e  to  

M ecca . T h is  sp e c if ic  tra d itio n  a lso  sa y s  th a t th e y  b e lo n g  to  th e  p eo p le  o f  

Y u n u s  ib n  M a tta  w h o  o r ig in a te d  fro m  th e  C h ild re n  o f  Is ra e l.64 A s seen  

a b o v e , th is  p ro p h e t is in c lu d e d  in th e  lis t o f  p ro p h e ts  w h o  h av e  b e e n  to  

M e c c a  o n  a  p ilg rim a g e .

M o reo v e r, Is la m ic  tra d itio n  h o ld s  th a t th e  L o s t T rib e s  m e t th e  P ro p h e t 

M u h a m m a d , a n d  e x p re s s e d  th e ir  b e l ie f  in  h im . T h is  a c c o rd s  w ith  w h a t 

Is lam ic  tra d itio n  u su a lly  say s  a b o u t A ra b ia n  h a n ifs ,  fo r  e x a m p le , W a ra q a  

ib n  N a w fa l,  w h o se  m e e tin g  w ith  M u h a m m a d  is d e s c r ib e d  in  d e ta il .65 

S u c h  m e e tin g s  o f  a t te s ta t io n  a lso  ta k e  p la c e  o u ts id e  A ra b ia  b e tw e e n  th e  

y o u n g  M u h a m m a d  a n d  v a r io u s  C h r is tia n  h e rm its , th e  m o s t n o ta b le  o f  

w h o m  w as B a h ira .66 T h e  sa m e  m o d e l o f  a tte s ta t io n  w as  a p p lie d  to  th e  

L o s t T rib e s . T h e y  to o  a re  sa id  to  h a v e  m e t th e  P ro p h e t, an d  as  a  se ttin g  

fo r  th is  m e e tin g  th e  s to ry  o f  M u h a m m a d ’s n o c tu rn a l jo u rn e y  (i s r a V m ic- 

ra j)  w as  c h o se n . A  d e sc r ip tio n  o f  th e  m e e tin g  is a lre a d y  re co rd ed  in  M u - 

q a t i l ’s c o m m e n ta ry  o n  S u ra t a l - I s r a D (1 7 ):1 0 4 .67 H e re la te s  h e re  th a t th e  

P ro p h e t c a m e  to  th e  L o s t T rib e s  d u rin g  h is  n o c tu rn a l jo u rn e y , an d  ta u g h t 

th e m  th e  Is la m ic  ca ll to  p ra y e r  (a d h a n ) a n d  th e  ru le s  o f  p ra y e r  (sa la t), 

w h ich  is a n o th e r  “ p il la r” o f  Is la m . H e a lso  ta u g h t th e m  so m e  c h a p te rs  o f  

th e  Q u C a n , an d  th ey  e m b ra c e d  Is lam .

T h e  s to ry  a b o u t th is  m e e tin g  re a p p e a rs  in  la te r  ta fs ir  c o m p ila tio n s  

u n d e r  th e  Is ra e li te  u m m a  v e rse . S o m e  v e rs io n s  trac e  it b ack  to  th e  C o m -

63 S e e  U ri R u b in ,  “ H a n i f i y y a  a n d  K a cb a — a n  I n q u i r y  in to  th e  A r a b ia n  P r e - I s l a m ic  

B a c k g r o u n d  o f  D in  I b r a h i m ' ' ,  J e r u s a l e m  S t u d i e s  in  A r a b ic  a n d  I s la m  13  ( 1 9 9 0 ) ,  

8 5 - 1 1 2 .

64 S u h a y l i ,  A s m a \  fo l .  3 a - b  ( f ro m  a l- N a q q a s h ) .

65 R u b in ,  T h e  E y e  o f  th e  B e h o ld e r ,  1 0 3 - 1 2 .

66 Ib id . ,  4 4 - 4 5 .

67 M u q a t i l ,  II , 5 5 4 .
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p an io n  Ib n  c A b b as ; th e  c o m p le te  v e rs io n  o f  h is  tra d itio n  w as re c o rd e d  by  

a l-S a m a rq a n d i.68 H e re  th e  C h ild re n  o f  Is ra e l le a d  a n  id e a l l ife  o f  m o d 

e s ty , p ie ty  a n d  so c ia l e q u a lity , a n d  th e  d e sc r ip tio n  is m a rk e d  b y  a  u to p ia n  

m e ss ia n ic  a tm o sp h e re  o f  p e a c e  a n d  h a rm o n y  b e tw e e n  m a n  an d  b east. T h e  

a n g e l G a b r ie l  in tro d u c e s  M u h a m m a d  to  th e  L o s t T r ib e s  as  th e  u m m i  

p ro p h e t, th a t is, th e  o n e  w h o se  d e sc r ip tio n  h a s  b e e n  w ritte n  in  th e ir  o w n  

h o ly  s c r ip tu re s ,69 a n d  th e y  b e lie v e  in  h im  a c c o rd in g  to  M o s e s ’ a n c ie n t 

* c o m m a n d . M u h a m m a d  re c ite s  to  th e m  te n  M e c c a n  c h a p te rs  o f  th e  Q u r- 

^ n  a n d  o rd e rs  th e m  to  o b s e rv e  th e  d u tie s  o f  p ra y e r  a n d  a lm s g iv in g  

( za ka t). In  so m e  v e rs io n s , h e  a lso  o rd e rs  th e m  to  c h a n g e  th e ir  d a y  o f  

w o rsh ip  fro m  th e  S a b b a th  to  F rid a y , w h ich  th e y  d o .70

In  c o n c lu s io n , th e  “J u d e o -M u s lim ” L o s t T rib e s  h a v e  b e e n  tu rn e d  in  

th e se  tra d itio n s  in to  h a n ifs  w h o  p ra y  to w ard s  th e  K a °b a  a n d  m a k e  th e  p il 

g r im a g e  to  M ecca . T h e ir  m e e tin g  w ith  M u h a m m a d  h as  g iv e n  th e m  a  ro le  

in th e  life  o f  th e  A ra b ia n  P ro p h e t. T h u s , th e  o r ig in a lly  S y r ia n  c o n te x t o f  

th e  u n iv e rsa l th e m e  o f  th e  L o s t T rib e s  h as  b e c o m e  A ra b ia n , w h ic h  m a rk s  

th e  g ro w th  o f  th e  A ra b  c o n sc io u sn e ss  o f  th e  M u slim s.

E v id e n c e  f r om  D o c u m e n t s

A  H ija z i tra n s fo rm a tio n  o f  th e  u n iv e rsa l p e rc e p tio n  o f  th e  fa ith  th a t g rew  

in S y ria  is a lso  re v e a le d  in  so m e  w e ll-k n o w n  d o c u m e n ts , Is la m ic  as w ell 

as  n o n -Is lam ic .

T h e  C o n s titu tio n  o f  M e d in a

T h e  d o c u m e n t k n o w n  as  th e  “ C o n s titu tio n  o f  M e d in a ” is b e lie v e d  to  h av e  

b een  d ra w n  u p  b y  M u h a m m a d  in  M e d in a . It a lre a d y  e s ta b l is h e s  a c o m 

p re h e n s iv e  c o m m u n ity  (u m m a  w a h id a )  b a se d  o n  a  c o m m o n  te rr i to ry  as 

w e ll a s  o n  a  c o m m o n  fa ith , a n d  c o m p ris in g  A ra b  a n d  J e w is h  b e lie v e rs . 

W ith in  th is  u m m a  th e  Je w s  a re  su p p o se d  to  re ta in  th e ir  o w n  re lig io n , an d

68 S a m a r q a n d i ,  I, 5 7 5 - 7 6 .  F o r  s h o r t e r  v e r s io n s  s e e  Q u r tu b i ,  A h k a m ,  V I I ,  3 0 2 ; B a -  

g h a w i,  M a ca lim  a l - ta n z i l ,  II , 5 5 6 ; Z a m a k h s h a r i ,  K a s h s h a f ,  II , 1 2 3 - 2 4 .

69 O n  th e  m e s s ia n ic  c o n te x t  o f  th e  t i t l e  u m m i  s e e ,  R u b in ,  T h e  E y e  o f  th e  B e h o ld e r , 

2 3 - 3 0 .

70 T h a cla b i , T a fs i r  ( A h m e t  I I I , 76 /11 ), fo l .  1 0 3 b ; B a g h a w i ,  M a ca l im  a l - ta n z i l , II , 5 5 6 ; 

Z a m a k h s h a r i ,  K a s h s h a f , I I , 124 .
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th e y  re m a in  a n  u m m a  on  th e ir  o w n  (u m m a  m a ca /m in  a l-m u °m in in ) .71 In  

o th e r  w o rd s , th e  fa ith  is u n iv e rsa l, an d  th e  Je w s  a re  “Ju d e o -M u s lim s” .

M o d e m  s c h o la rs  ( in c lu d in g  m y se lf )  h a v e  u su a lly  a c c e p te d  th e  a u 

th e n tic i ty  o f  th e  C o n s ti tu tio n  as  s e lf -e v id e n t,  a n d  so m e  h a v e  re c e n tly  

in fe rre d  fro m  it th a t th e  c o n q u e s t o f  S y r ia  by  th e  c a lip h s  w as  in  a c c o r 

d a n c e  w ith  a  u n iv e rsa l p o lic y  fo rm u la te d  by  M u h a m m a d  h im se lf .72 H o w 

e v e r ,  th e re  is n o  re a so n  w h y  th is  d o c u m e n t s h o u ld  be tre a te d  as m o re  

a u th e n tic , say , th a n  M u h a m m a d ’s le tte rs  to  th e  e m p e ro rs  o f  B y z a n tiu m  

an d  P e rs ia . A  c a re fu l te x tu a l e x a m in a tio n  o f  th e  C o n s titu tio n  m a y  re v ea l 

v a r io u s  la y e rs  in  it, a n d  th e  o n e  p e r ta in in g  to  th e  J e w s  a s  p a r t o f  th e  

u m m a  m a y  b e  sh o w n  to  b e  a  H ija z i re p re se n ta tio n  o f  u n iv e rsa l c o n c e p ts  

th a t g rew  in  S y ria  as  a  re su lt o f  th e  Is la m ic  co n q u es ts .

A  C h r is tia n  D o c u m e n t:  S e b e o s

A m o n g  th e  C h ris tia n  d o c u m e n ts  o f  U m a y y a d  an d  e a r ly  cA b b a s id  tim es , 

th e re  is o n e  in  w h ic h  Is la m is ts  h a v e  b e e n  p a r tic u la r ly  in te re s te d . T h is  is 

th e  A rm e n ia n  c h ro n ic le  f ro m  th e  e a r ly  U m a y y a d  p e r io d , w h ic h  is a s 

c r ib e d  to  B ish o p  S e b e o s  (w r. 6 6 0 s ) . P a tr ic ia  C ro n e  an d  M ic h a e l C o o k  

h a v e  s tu d ie d  th e  w o rk  in  th e ir  fa m o u s  H a g a r ism ,7i b u t in  th e ir  e f fo r ts  to  

p re se n t th e  o r ig in s  o f  Is la m  in  a  n ew  lig h t th e y  seem  to  h a v e  a ttr ib u te d  

to o  m u c h  h is to r ic a l v a lu e  to  th e  c h ro n ic le ’s te x t, b e lie v in g  to  h a v e  d is 

c o v e re d  in  it e v id e n c e  th a t  Is la m  d id  in d e e d  b e g in  as  a  J e w is h - A r a b  

m e ss ia n ic  m o v e m e n t a im e d  a t g o in g  o n  a  re n e w e d  e x o d u s  to  th e  P ro m 

ised  L a n d . T h e y  d o  n o tic e  so m e  “a h is to r ic a l” e le m e n ts  in  it, b u t s tre s s  

th a t “ th is  n e e d  n o t h o w e v e r  in v a lid a te  th e  p ic tu re  w h ic h  S eb eo s  g iv e s  o f  

th e  s tru c tu re  o f  J e w is h -A ra b  re la tio n s  in  th e  p e r io d  le a d in g  u p  to  th e  c o n 

q u e s t . . . . ”  It se e m s , h o w e v e r , th a t th e  c h ro n ic le ’s re p o rt is n o  m o re  th an  a 

re f le c tio n  o f  Is la m ic  tra d itio n s  o f  th e  k in d  re p re se n te d  in  th e  te x ts  d is c u s 

sed  ab o v e .

71 U ri  R u b in ,  “ T h e  C o n s t i tu t io n  o f  M e d in a :  S o m e  N o te s ” , S tu d ia  I s la m ic a  6 2  ( 1 9 8 5 ) ,  

5 - 2 3 .

72 H o y la n d , S e e in g  I s la m ,  5 5 4 - 5 5 .  H e  s p e a k s  a b o u t  a  p o l i c y  a im e d  a t  e s ta b l i s h in g  “ a  

p o l i t i c o - r e l ig io u s  e n t i ty  c o m p r is in g  f ig h t in g  m e n  o f  d i f f e r e n t  r e l ig io u s  a f f i l i a t i o n s . . . . ”

73 C r o n e  a n d  C o o k ,  H a g a r is m ,  6 - 8 .  F o r  a  r e c e n t  a n d  s o m e w h a t  m o r e  c r i t i c a l  t r e a t 

m e n t  o f  S e b e o s  s e c  H o y la n d ,  S e e in g  I s la m ,  1 2 4 - 3 2 .
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T h e  c h ro n ic le  c o n d e n s e s  th e  S y r ia n  a n d  th e  A ra b ia n  sp h e re s  o f  th e  

th e m e  o f  th e  L o s t T r ib e s  in to  o n e  se q u e n c e  o f  e v e n ts . It c o n ta in s  a  s to ry  

a c c o rd in g  to  w h ich  a g ro u p  o f  th e  C h ild re n  o f  Is rae l fled  fro m  E d e ssa  to  

A ra b ia , a n d  s o u g h t re fu g e  a m o n g  th e  c h i ld re n  o f  Ish m a e l. H e re  a  m e r 

c h a n t n a m e d  M a h m e t w as  a c tiv e  as  a  p re a c h e r . H e  p re a c h e d  to  th e m  (i.e . 

to  th e  Is ra e li te s  a n d  th e  I s h m a e lite s )  a b o u t G o d  a n d  A b ra h a m , a n d  w as  

w e ll a c q u a in te d  w ith  th e  s to ry  o f  M o se s . T h e y  a ll a c c e p te d  h is  le a d e r 

s h ip , an d  h e  in s tig a te d  th e m  to  ta k e  p o s se ss io n  o f  th e  la n d  th a t G o d  h ad  

p ro m ise d  to  th e ir  fa th e r  A b ra h a m . T h e  C h ild re n  o f  Is ra e l s e t o u t fo r  th e  

L a n d  o f  Is rae l to g e th e r  w ith  th e  tw e lv e  tr ib e s  o f  th e  c h i ld re n  o f  Ish m ae l 

(=  th e  A ra b  b e lie v e rs )  w h o m  th e y  g u id e d  to  th e  P ro m ise d  L a n d . In  th e  

c h ro n ic le ’s o w n  w o rd s:

. . .A l l  th a t  r e m a in e d  o f  th e  p e o p le s  o f  th e  C h i ld r e n  o f  I s r a e l  c a m e  to  j o i n  th e m  

( th e  c h i ld r e n  o f  I s h m a e l— U .R .) ,  a n d  th e y  c o n s t i t u te d  a m ig h ty  a r m y .  T h e n  th e y  

s e n t  a n  e m b a s s y  to  th e  e m p e r o r  o f  th e  G r e e k s ,  s a y in g :  “ G o d  h a s  g iv e n  th is  la n d  

a s  a  h e r i ta g e  to  o u r  f a th e r  A b r a h a m  a n d  h is  p o s te r i ty  a f t e r  h im ; w e  a r e  th e  c h i l 

d re n  o f  A b r a h a m ;  y o u  h a v e  h e ld  o u r  c o u n t r y  lo n g  e n o u g h ;  g iv e  it  u p  p e a c e f u l ly ,  

a n d  w e  w il l  n o t  in v a d e  y o u r  t e r r i t o r y ;  o th e r w i s e ,  w e  w il l  r e t a k e  w i th  in te r e s t  

w h a t y o u  h a v e  t a k e n .” 74

C ro n e  an d  C o o k  re g a rd  th is  s to ry  as  h ig h ly  s ig n if ic a n t, in  fac t, as  “ an  u n 

f a m ilia r  o n e ” . H o w e v e r , w e  n o w  see  th a t th e  s to ry  a c tu a lly  re f le c ts  id eas  

th a t can  b e  tra c e d  in e x ta n t Is la m ic  so u rc e s , a n d  th e  c h ro n ic le  p ro b a b ly  

d ra w s  d ire c tly  o n  th e se  id e as , e v e n  if  it p re -d a te s  th e  ac tu a l A ra b ic  te x ts  

in  w h ich  w e  n o w  fin d  th em .

T h a t th e  so u rc e  o f  in fo rm a tio n  o f  th e  c h ro n ic le ’s a u th o r  is  Is la m ic  is 

c le a r  fro m  th e  fac t th a t M u h a m m a d  is re fe rre d  to  as  a  m e rc h a n t— a c e n 

tra l th e m e  in  th e  e a r l ie s t  I s la m ic  b io g ra p h ie s  o f  th e  P ro p h e t th a t m u s t 

h a v e  in sp ire d  e v e ry  l i te ra ry  d e s c r ip t io n  o f  h is  s o c ia l b a c k g ro u n d . T h e  

m e e tin g  o f  th e  I s ra e li te  su rv iv o rs  w ith  M u h a m m a d  c a n  a lso  b e  tra c e d  

b a c k  to  Is la m ic  s o u rc e s  b e c a u se , a s  s e e n  a b o v e , th e se  s o u rc e s  c o n ta in  

d e ta ile d  d e sc r ip tio n s  o f  a  s im ila r  m e e tin g  b e tw e e n  th e  Is ra e li te  tr ib e s  an d  

th e  p ro p h e t o f  Is lam . T h e s e  s to r ie s  h a v e  b e e n  th e  o r ig in  fo r  E ld a d  h a - 

D a n i’s re p o rts , an d  th e y  s e e m  a lso  to  h a v e  in sp ire d  th e  re p o r t o f  S eb eo s .

74 C ro n e  a n d  C o o k ,  H a g a i  is m ,  7 .
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In  th e  a b o v e  Is la m ic  v e rs io n  o f  th e  m e e tin g , th e  C h ild re n  o f  Is rae l ac c e p t 

M u h a m m a d ’s le a d e rs h ip  in  c o m p lia n c e  w ith  th e  c o m m a n d  o f  M o se s , 

w h ile  in th e  c h ro n ic le  it is M u h a m m a d  h im s e lf  w h o  is w e ll a c q u a in te d  

w ith  th e  s to ry  o f  M o se s , an d  is th e re fo re  re c o g n ise d  by  th e  C h ild re n  o f  

Israe l.

S e b e o s  lo c a te s  th e  m e e tin g  b e tw e e n  M u h a m m a d  a n d  th e  Is ra e li te s  

w ith in  A ra b ia , w h e re  th e  Is ra e li te s  a rr iv e  as re fu g e e s . T h is  se e m s  to  be  

re la te d  to  th e  Is la m ic  n o tio n  o f  an  Is ra e li te  p ilg r im a g e  to  A ra b ia . T h a t 

su c h  a p ilg r im a g e  m a y  b e  a im e d  a t f in d in g  a sy lu m  is a lso  im p lie d  in 

Is la m ic  tra d itio n s . F o r  e x a m p le , M u h a m m a d  is re p o r te d  to  h a v e  s ta te d  

th a t e v e ry  p ro p h e t w h o  ran  a w a y  fro m  h is  p e rs e c u tin g  p e o p le  f led  to  

M e c c a  an d , un til h is  d e a th , w o rsh ip p e d  G o d  th e re .75

T h e  id ea  th a t a  J e w is h -A ra b  m ilita ry  c o lla b o ra tio n  b e g a n  a lre a d y  in 

s id e  A ra b ia  is n o t a lie n  to  Is la m ic  tra d itio n  e ith e r. Q u ite  a  few  tra d itio n s  

a s su m e  th a t th e  A ra b ia n  Je w s  to o k  p a r t in  M u h a m m a d ’s c a m p a ig n s . A l- 

Z u h ri re p o rts  th a t th e  J e w s  o f  A ra b ia  fo u g h t to g e th e r  w ith  M u h a m m a d  

ag a in s t th e  p a g a n s , an d  re c e iv e d  a sh a re  o f  th e  b o o ty .76 A  tra d itio n  o f  Ibn  

c A b b a s  lik e w ise  say s  th a t th e  Je w s  o f  B an u  Q a y n u q a 0 a s s is te d  M u h a m 

m a d  in  b a t t le ,77 a n d  a l-W a q id i re p o r ts  th a t ten  J e w s  o f  M e d in a  jo in e d  

M u h a m m a d ’s c a m p a ig n  a g a in s t  K h a y b a r .78 It is a lso  re p o r te d  th a t Je w s  

p a r tic ip a te d  in a c a m p a ig n  o f  S a°d  ibn  M alik  (ib n  A b i W a q q a s ) .79

T h e  e n tire  li te ra ry  s e t-u p  o f  th e  c h ro n ic le  re f le c ts  a  c o m m o n  J e w 

is h -A ra b  m e ss ia n ism  id e n tic a l to  w h a t o n e  fin d s  in  th e  Is la m ic  tra d itio n s  

d is c u s se d  in  C h a p te r  1. T h e  C h ild re n  o f  Is ra e l p a r tic ip a te  w ith  th e  c h i l 

d re n  o f  Ish m a e l in  a n  a n t i-B y z a n tin e  c a m p a ig n  th a t s ta n d s  fo r  a n ew  

e x o d u s . W h ile  th e  M u s lim  tra d itio n  e x p e c ts  th e  Is ra e li te s  to  re tu rn  from  

th e ir  p la c e  b e y o n d  th e  r iv e r , th e  c h ro n ic le  a s su m e s  th a t  th e y  a re  e x ile d  

fro m  E d e ssa  a n d  jo in  th e  A rab s  in  an  a n ti-B y z a n tin e  c a m p a ig n  th a t s ta rts  

fro m  w ith in  A rab ia .

75 K h a rg u s h i ,  fo l . 1 6 7 b . S e e  a ls o  Z a r k a s h i ,  112la m  a l - s a j id , 1 94.

76 R u b in ,  “ T h e  C o n s t i tu t io n  o f  M e d in a ” , 12 n . 3 5 ,  w i th  r e f e r e n c e  to  cA b d  a l- R a z z a q ,  

M u s a n n a f ,  V , n o s .  9 3 2 8 - 2 9 ;  T i r m id h i / r « / i / a ,  V , 171 ( 1 9 :1 0 ) .  S e e  a ls o  Ib n  A b i  S h a y b a ,  

X I I ,  n o s . 1 5 0 1 0 - 1 2 ;  B a y h a q i ,  S u n a n ,  IX , 5 3 .

77 B a y h a q i ,  S u n a n ,  IX , 5 3 .

78 W a q id i ,  M a g h d z i ,  II , 6 8 4 ;  B a y h a q i ,  S u n a n ,  IX , 5 3 - 5 4  ( f ro m  a l- W a q id i ) .

79 Ib n  A b i S h a y b a ,  X I I ,  n o . 1 5 0 1 3 ; B a y h a q i ,  S u n a n ,  IX , 3 7 .
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In  c o n c lu s io n , S e b e o s  o n ly  c o n f irm s  th e  e v id e n c e  o f  I s la m ic  tr a d i 

tio n s . T h e se  tra d i tio n s  d o  n o t in d ic a te  h o w  Is la m  b e g a n  in  re a lity , o n ly  

h o w  its  b e g in n in g  w a s  e n v is io n e d  b y  M u s lim  h is to r io g ra p h e rs .  T h e  

n o tio n  th a t  th e  sp re a d  o f  Is la m  in to  S y r ia  r e p re s e n te d  a  c o m m o n  J e w 

i s h - A r a b  m e ss ia n ic  e n te rp r is e  is o n ly  a  re tro s p e c tiv e  a p o lo g e tic  d e v ic e  

d e s ig n e d  to  le g itim ise  th e  Is la m ic  c o n q u e s t o f  th e  P ro m ise d  L an d . W h en  

re p e a te d  in  a  C h r is t ia n  c h ro n ic le , th e  id e a  is  n o  lo n g e r  a p o lo g e tic  an d  

se rv e s  in s te a d  to  e x p o se  th e  Je w ish  c o n n e c tio n  o f  w h a t C h r is tia n  p o le m i 

c is ts  re g a rd e d  as  th e  fa lse  A ra b ia n  re lig io n .
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In  th e  sp h e re  o f  c o m m o n  A ra b - J e w is h  m e ss ia n ism , as  e x a m in e d  in  th e  

fo re g o in g  c h a p te rs , th e  C h ild re n  o f  Is rae l e m e rg e  as r ig h te o u s  b e lie v e rs , 

o r  “ J u d e o -M u s l im s ” , w h o s e  m o d e l o f  p ie ty  s e rv e s  to  e s ta b l is h  th e  

u n iv e rsa l p e rc e p tio n  o f  th e  c h o s e n  c o m m u n ity . T h is  w as  m o s t a p p ro p 

r ia te  fo r  th e  in itia l a p o lo g e tic  n e e d s  o f  th e  M u s lim  in v a d e rs  o f  S y ria . 

H o w e v e r, th e  tra d itio n s  a b o u t th e  “Ju d e o -M u s lim ” Is ra e lite s  d id  n o t g a in  

w id e  c irc u la tio n  an d  a lm o s t n o n e  o f  th e m  e n te re d  th e  c a n o n ic a l c o m p il 

a t io n s  o f  h a d ith .  T h e  o r th o d o x  c o m p ile rs  w ere  re lu c ta n t to  a c c e p t th e  

r ig h te o u s  im a g e  o f  th e  J e w s  as d e l in e a te d  in  th e se  tra d i t io n s , a n d  th e  

im a g e  o f  th e  Je w s  as  s in fu l w a s  th e  o n e  w h ic h  e v e n tu a lly  e s ta b l is h e d  

its e lf  in  th e  m a in s tre a m  o f  Is la m ic  trad itio n . In  fac t, ev e n  in th e  re a lm  o f  

ta fs ir— in w h ic h  th e  tra d itio n s  a b o u t th e  r ig h te o u s  Is ra e li te s  a re  m a in ly  

fo u n d — th e se  tra d itio n s  a re  n o t w id e ly  c u rre n t, an d  a p a rt fro m  M u q a til 

v e ry  few  c o m p ile rs  o f  ta fs ir  m a te r ia l re p e a te d  th e  s to r ie s  a b o u t th e  I s 

la m ic  d isp o s itio n  o f  th e  L o s t T rib e s . T h e  o b je c tio n  to  th is  ty p e  o f  m a te r 

ia l is re f le c te d  in  c o n tra d ic to ry  tra d itio n s  re c o rd e d  in  ta fs ir  c o m p ila tio n s  

to  th e  e f fe c t  th a t th e  Is la m ic  m e ssa g e  n e v e r  re a c h e d  th e  Is ra e li te  L o s t 

T r ib e s ,1 w h ic h  m e a n s  th a t  th e y  a re  u n b e lie v e rs , a n d  as  su ch  c a n  h a v e  no  

p la ce  in  th e  c h o se n  c o m m u n ity .

A  d e g ra d a tio n  in  th e  s ta tu s  o f  th e  Is ra e li te s  is a lso  e v id e n t in  t r a d i 

tio n s  in w h ic h  th e  r ig h te o u s  a re  n o  m o re  p r iv ile g e d  th a n  th e  s in fu l am o n g  

th e m . O n e  o f  th e se  tra d i t io n s  is o f  th e  S y ria n  a l-R a d in  ib n  ° A ta 3. H e re  

G o d  re v e a ls  to  J o sh u a  th e  so n  o f  N u n  th a t H e  is a b o u t to  d e s tro y  6 0 ,0 0 0  

o f  th e  e v il-d o e rs  o f  h is  p e o p le , as  w e ll as  4 0 ,0 0 0  o f  th e  in n o c e n t a m o n g

1 M a w a r d i ,  N u k a t ,  II , 2 7 0 ; Ib n  a l - J a w z i ,  Z a d  a l - m a s ir ,  I I I ,  2 7 4 .  S e e  a l s o  R a z i ,  X V ,

3 1 .

55



56 T h e  A ffa ir  o f  th e  S p ie s

th em . T h e  la tte r  a re  g o in g  to  p e r is h  b e c a u se  o f  th e ir  f r ie n d ly  re la tio n s  

w ith  th e  s in n e rs .2

T h e  a lte re d  a ttitu d e  to w a rd s  th e  C h ild re n  o f  Is ra e l is a lso  d isc e rn ib le  

in  a d d itio n a l tra d i t io n s  d e p r iv in g  c o n te m p o ra ry  “ J u d e o -M u s l im ” J e w s  

su c h  as K a cb  a l-A h b a r  o f  th e ir  p o s itiv e  im ag e . In  a  tra d itio n  o f  Ib n  A cth- 

am  seen  in C h a p te r  l , 3 K a cb in J e ru sa le m  h e a rs  fro m  cU m a r  Q u r3an  4 :4 7 , 

w h ic h  u rg e s  th e  P e o p le  o f  th e  B o o k  to  b e l ie v e  in  th e  Q u r3an  th a t c o n 

f irm s  (m u sa d d iq ) th e ir  o w n  sc r ip tu re s . K a cb im m e d ia te ly  re sp o n d s  w ith  

B ib lic a l p a s s a g e s  a s s e r tin g  th a t  th e  I s la m ic  c o n q u e s t  o f  th e  P ro m ise d  

L an d  h as  ta k e n  p la c e  in  a c c o rd a n c e  w ith  a  p re d e s tin e d  s c h e m e  o f  m e s 

s ia n ic  re d e m p tio n . H o w e v e r , in  o th e r  v e rs io n s  d e sc r ib in g  h is  c o n v e rs io n , 

K a cb is fa r  fro m  e n th u s ia s tic  a b o u t th e  e m e rg e n c e  o f  Is lam , an d  d o e s  n o t 

v o lu n te e r  an y  B ib lic a l p a ssa g e s  in  p ra ise  o f  th e  M u slim s . In  a  tra d itio n  o f  

Ib ra h im  a l-T a y m i (K u fa n , d . a h  9 2 ), a s  q u o te d  b y  th e  K u fa n  cIsa  ib n  al- 

M u g h ira  a l-T a m im i, K a cb  e m b ra c e s  Is la m  o n ly  fo r  fe a r  o f  th e  p u n is h 

m e n t m e n tio n e d  in  Q u r°a n  4 :4 7 , a n d  h is  c o n v e rs io n  ta k e s  p la c e  in  H im s, 

f a r  aw a y  fro m  Je ru s a le m .4 In  a n o th e r  s im ila r  v e rs io n , o f  th e  S y ria n  A b u  

Id r is  a l-K h a w la n i (d . a h  8 0 ), K a cb  h a p p e n s  to  b e  in  M e d in a  w h e n  he 

h e a rs  th e  th re a t o f  Q u r3a n  4 :4 7 ; h e re  to o  h e  v o lu n te e rs  no  B ib lic a l p a s 

s a g e s  p re d ic tin g  th e  e m e rg e n c e  o f  Is la m  in  th e  P ro m is e d  L a n d .5 T h e  

n o tio n  th a t K a cb  se e s  in  th e  A ra b s  a g e n ts  o f  J e w ish  re d e m p tio n  h as  d is 

a p p e a re d  fro m  th e se  v e rs io n s , w h o se  a u th o rs  a re  n o  lo n g e r  a w a re  o f  a 

p o ss ib le  c h o se n  c o m m u n ity  o f  Je w s  a n d  A ra b s  sh a r in g  a c o m m o n  m e ss i 

a n ic  goa l.

T h e  s a m e  c h a n g e  is n o tic e a b le  in  y e t  a n o th e r  d e s c r ip t io n  o f  K a cb ’s 

m e e tin g  w ith  cU m a r, w h ic h  a lso  re f le c ts  th e  a t te m p ts  a t e le v a tin g  th e  

r itu a l s ta tu s  o f  th e  H ija z . T h e  d e ta ils  a re  in c lu d e d  in  th e  re p o r t o f  R a ja 3 

ib n  H a y w a , w h ic h , a s  se e n  in  C h a p te r  l , 6 c o n ta in s  K a cb ’s a p o c a ly p se  

a b o u t th e  a r ro g a n c e  o f  C o n s ta n t in o p le . H o w e v e r , th e  a p o c a ly p se  is n o t 

th e  o n ly  c o m p o n e n t o f  th is  re p o rt. I t o p e n s  w ith  a  d e sc r ip tio n  o f  cU m a r ’s

2 Ib n  cA b d  a l- B a r r ,  T a m h id ,  X X IV , 3 1 0 .

3 A b o v e , 1 3 - 1 7 .

4 T a b a r i ,  T a fs i r , V , 7 9 .

5 Ib n  A b i H a t im , T a f s i r , I I I , 9 6 9  (n o .  5 4 1 3 ) .

6 A b o v e ,  2 0 - 2 3 .
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p ra y e r  in  J e ru s a le m , a n d  h e re  a  d is c o u rs e  b e tw e e n  K a cb  a n d  cU m a r  is 

reco rd ed . T h e  c a lip h  a sk s  fo r  K a cb ’s o p in io n  as  to  th e  p re fe r re d  d ire c tio n  

o f  p ra y e r , a n d  as th e  la t te r  su g g e s ts  th e  R o c k , th e  c a lip h  a c c u se s  h im  o f  

a d h e rin g  to  J e w ish  p ra c tic e s , w h ic h  a re  a lso  d is c e rn ib le  in th e  fa c t th a t 

K a cb  h a s  b e e n  se e n  ta k in g  o f f  h is  s h o e s .7 C o n tra ry  to  K a cb ’s a d v ic e , 

cU m a r  d e c id e s  to  lo c a te  th e  p la c e  o f  p ra y e r  in  f ro n t o f  th e  R o c k  (so  as  to  

face  th e  K a cba) a n d  s ta te s  th a t th e  P ro p h e t o rd e re d  th a t th e  fro n t w a lls  o f  

m o sq u e s  b e  ta k e n  as  q ib la . T h is  se e m s  to  r e fe r  to  re p o rts  a c c o rd in g  to  

w h ic h  th e  P ro p h e t p ra y e d  in  f ro n t o f  th e  K a cb a .8 T h e  c a lip h  th e n  say s: 

“ W e  w ere  n o t o rd e re d  [to  face] th e  R o ck , b u t [to  face ] th e  K a cb a ” .9

O n  th e  w h o le , M u s lim  h is to r io g ra p h y  seem s to  h a v e  sh if te d  its  a t te n 

t io n  fro m  th e  “ J u d e o -M u s lim ” Is ra e lite s  to  th e  u n b e lie v in g  Is rae lite s . T h e  

c h a n g e  w a s  c a u se d  b y  th e  fa c t th a t m o s t J e w s  w h o  c a m e  u n d e r  Is la m ic  

d o m in a tio n  d id  n o t re c o g n is e  M u h a m m a d  as  a tru e  p ro p h e t. T h is  th e y  

c o u ld  a ffo rd  to  d o  th a n k s  to  th e  p r iv ile g e  th e y  e n jo y e d  o f  liv in g  in  th e  

Is la m ic  s ta te  a s  n o n -M u slim  p ro te g e s  (a h l a l-d h im m a ). F ro m  th e  Is la m ic  

p o in t  o f  v ie w , th is  s ta te  o f  a f fa ir s  im p lie s  a  d if f e re n t ty p e  o f  Is ra e l-  

i te - I s la m ic  lin k , o n e  th a t is b a se d  on  a  c o n tra s t b e tw e e n  Je w s  a n d  A rab s  

a n d  o n  th e  e x c lu s io n  o f  th e  Je w s  fro m  th e  c h o se n  c o m m u n ity . T h is  p e r 

c e p tio n  im p lie s  a  su p e rio r ity  o f  A rab s  o v e r  Is rae lite s .

H o w e v e r , a lth o u g h  th e  Is ra e lite s  h av e  b e e n  e x c lu d e d  fro m  th e  c h o se n  

c o m m u n ity , Is lam  h as  re ta in e d  th e  a p o lo g e tic  n o tio n  th a t th e  A ra b  c o n 

q u e s ts  re p re s e n t a  d iv in e  p ro m ise . T h e  te x ts  p re se rv in g  th e  n o tio n  in d i 

c a te  th a t th e  p ro m ise  h a s  re m a in e d , b u t th a t th e  Je w s  a re  no  lo n g e r  a  p a rt 

o f  it. T h e  e v id e n c e  f ro m  sc r ip tu re  to  su p p o r t th e  n o tio n  is n o w  d e r iv e d  

d ire c tly  fro m  th e  Q u rDan . F o r  e x a m p le , in  S u ra t a l-A n b iy a 3 (21 ): 105, th e  

Q u r3an  say s  th a t G o d  w ro te  in  th e  o ld  sc rip tu re s : “ T h e  e a r th  sh a ll b e  th e  

in h e rita n c e  o f  M y  r ig h te o u s  s e rv a n ts ” . T h is  v e rse  a p p e a rs  in  th e  a d d re ss  

o f  S a cd  ib n  A b i W a q q a s  to  h is  m e n  o n  th e  P e rs ia n  fro n t, a s  re p o r te d  by  

S a y f  ib n  cU m a r  (d . a h  180). S a cd  te lls  h is  m e n  th a t th is  v e rse  m e a n s  th a t

7 F o r  th e  p r o b le m  o f  w e a r in g  o r  ta k in g  o f f  s h o e s  in  c o n n e c t io n  w ith  J e w is h  p r a c t ic e s  

s e e  M .J .  K is te r ,  “ D o  n o t  A s s im i l a te  Y o u r s e l v e s . . . ” , J e r u s a le m  S tu d i e s  in  A r a b ic  a n d  

I s la m  1 2 ( 1 9 8 9 ) ,  3 2 1 - 7 1 .

8 F o r  th e s e  r e p o r ts  s e e  U r i R u b in ,  “ T h e  K a cb a — A s p e c ts  o f  its  R i tu a l  F u n c t i o n s ” , J e 

r u s a le m  S tu d ie s  in  A r a b ic  a n d  I s la m  8  ( 1 9 8 6 ) ,  1 0 3 - 1 0 4 ,  1 0 7 - 1 0 8 .

9 T a b a r i ,  T a r ik h ,  I I I ,  6 1 1  ( I ,  2 4 0 8 ) .  S e e  f u r th e r  L e w is ,  T h e  J e w s  o f  I s la m ,  7 1 .
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G o d  has p ro m ise d  to  g iv e  th e m  th e  la n d  fo r  w h ic h  th e y  h a v e  b een  f ig h t 

in g .10 T h e  id e a  th a t th e  c o n q u e re d  la n d  h a s  b e e n  p ro m ise d  by  G o d  as  an  

in h e rita n c e  to  th e  A ra b  b e lie v e rs  re c u rs  in  re p o rts  p e r ta in in g  to  th e  B y z 

a n tin e  fro n t, an d  h e re  it is su p p o r te d  b y  S u ra t a l-T a w b a  (9 ) :3 3 . In  th is  

v e rse , G o d  sa y s  th a t H e  h a s  “ s e n t H is  m e s s e n g e r  w ith  th e  g u id a n c e  a n d  

th e  re lig io n  o f  tru th , th a t H e  m a y  u p lif t  it a b o v e  e v e ry  r e lig io n ” . 11 T h is  

v e rs e  e m e rg e s  in  th e  a d d re s s  o f  cU m a r  ib n  a l-K h a tta b  to  th e  A ra b  w a r 

r io rs  b e fo re  s e n d in g  th e m  to  S y ria . T h e  c a l ip h  q u o te s  th is  v e rs e  w h ile  

u rg in g  th e m  to  se t o u t fo r  th e  la n d  w h ic h  G o d  h a s  p ro m ise d  to  g iv e  th e m  

in th e  B o o k .12

T h e  su rv iv a l o f  th e  id e a  o f  a  c o n q u e s t  c a r r ie d  o u t a c c o rd in g  to  a  d i 

v in e  w ill is a lso  e v in c e d  in  tra d itio n s  a b o u t M u h a m m a d ’s A ra b ia n  e n te r 

p r is e , an d  h e re  th e  C h ild re n  o f  I s ra e l a re  e x p lic i t ly  e x c lu d e d  fro m  th e  

c h o se n  c o m m u n ity , w h ile  th e  A ra b  b e l ie v e rs  h a v e  b e c o m e  s u p e r io r  to  

th e m ; th e y  n o w  a c t c o n tra ry  to  th e  Is ra e li te  h is to r ic a l p re c e d e n t. T h e se  

tra d i t io n s  s til l  l in k  M u h a m m a d ’s m ili ta ry  c a m p a ig n s  to  th e  I s ra e li te  

m o d e l o f  jo u rn e y s  to  th e  P ro m ise d  L a n d , b u t th e  ty p e  o f  th is  m o d e l h as  

c h a n g e d  fro m  B ib lic a l to  Q u r a n ic .  T h e se  tra d itio n s  e v in c e  a  p ro c e s s  o f  

d is s o c ia tio n  fro m  th e  B ib le  a n d  its  r e p la c e m e n t b y  a  g e n u in e  A ra b ia n  

sc rip tu re  th a t h as  b e c o m e  th e  m a in  o r ig in  o f  d iv in e  k n o w le d g e .

T h e  h is to r io g ra p h e rs  c o u ld  a f fo rd  to  d isp e n se  w ith  th e  B ib le  an d  re ly  

so le ly  on  th e  Q u r 3an  as  a  s o u rc e  o f  d iv in e  h is to r ic a l le s so n s , b e c a u se  it 

to o  d e a lt  e x te n s iv e ly  w ith  th e  h is to ry  o f  th e  n a tio n s . A d m itte d ly , th e  Q u r- 

3an  its e lf  b o rro w e d  m u c h  o f  its  in fo rm a tio n  a b o u t w o rld  h is to ry  fro m  th e  

B ib le  and  th e  T a lm u d  (a lb e it  n o t n e c e ssa r i ly  d ire c t ly ) ,13 b u t th e  m e re  fac t 

th a t th is  in fo rm a tio n  w as  fo u n d  in  th e  Q u r3an  p ro v id e d  it w ith  th e  n e c e s 

s a ry  Is la m ic  le g itim a c y . B e fo re  tu rn in g  to  th e  tra d itio n s  th a t u se  th e  Q u r- 

Dan  fo r  d e sc r ib in g  M u h a m m a d ’s c a m p a ig n s , w e  sh o u ld  lo o k  m o re  c lo se ly  

a t th e  Q u r3a n ic  im a g e  o f  th e  C h ild re n  o f  Israe l.

10 T a b a r i ,  T a r ik h ,  I I I ,  5 3 1  ( I ,  2 2 8 9 ) .  C f . ib id . ,  I l l ,  5 0 8 , 5 2 8  ( I ,  2 2 5 4 ,  2 2 8 4 ) .  Q u o te d  in  

H o y la n d , S e e in g  I s la m ,  1 31.

11 S e e  a ls o  Q u r ’a n  4 8 :2 8 ;  6 1 :9 .

12 T a b a r i ,  T a r ik h ,  I I I , 4 4 5  (I , 2 1 6 0 ) .  Q u o te d  in  H o y la n d ,  S e e in g  I s la m ,  1 31 .

13 F o r  a  p o s s ib le  J u d e o - C h r i s t i a n  s o u r c e  o f  th e  Q u r ’ a n  s e e  S h lo m o  P in e s ,  “ N o te s  o n  

I s la m  a n d  o n  A r a b ic  C h r is t i a n i t y  a n d  J u d a e o - C h r i s t i a n i ty ” , J e r u s a le m  S tu d ie s  in  A r a b ic  

a n d  I s la m  4  (1 9 8 4 ) ,  1 3 - 5 2 .
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Q u r ’a n ic  I s r a e l i t e s

T h e  Q u r3an  re p ro d u c e s  th e  B ib lic a l id e a  o f  Is rae l a s  G o d ’s c h o se n  c o m 

m u n ity , w h ic h  is d e m o n s tra te d  in  th e  E x o d u s  fro m  E g y p t a n d  th e  c o n 

q u e s t o f  th e  P ro m ise d  L an d . T h e  m o s t e x p lic it  fo rm u la tio n  o f  th e  id ea  o f  

I s r a e l’s e le c tio n  is p ro v id e d  in  S u ra t a l-D u k h a n  (4 4 ) :3 0 —3 3 , in  w h ic h  

G o d  a n n o u n c e s  th a t H e  h as  c h o se n  th e  C h ild re n  o f  Is rae l (ik h ta rn a h u m ) 

ab o v e  all b e in g s . T h is  s ta te m e n t is  c o u p le d  w ith  th e  s to ry  o f  I s ra e l’s d e l i 

v e ra n c e  fro m  P h a ra o h , in c lu d in g  th e  “ s ig n s ” (a y a t) th a t w e re  g iv e n  to  

Is rae l d u rin g  th e ir  d e liv e ra n c e . I s ra e l’s d e liv e ra n c e  fro m  P h a ra o h  c o n s ti 

tu te s  th e  e s se n c e  o f  G o d ’s n i cm a  (“ b le s s in g ” ) u n to  th e m ;14 it fe a tu re s  as 

so m e th in g  w h ic h  th e  C h ild re n  o f  Is rae l m u s t re m e m b e r, a n d  c o n s is ts  no t 

o n ly  o f  th e ir  p re fe re n c e  a b o v e  a ll b e in g s ,15 b u t o f  s e n d in g  th e m  p ro p h e ts  

an d  m a k in g  th e m  in to  k in g s .16 G o d ’s n i cm a  a lso  a p p e a rs  in  c lo se  a s s o 

c ia tio n  w ith  G o d ’s c o v e n a n t ( ca h d ), w h ic h  th e  C h ild re n  o f  Is ra e l m u s t 

k eep . K e e p in g  th e  c o v e n a n t m e a n s  th a t th e y  m u s t b e lie v e  in  th e  T o ra h  

a n d  o b s e rv e  G o d ’s la w s .17 G o d ’s c o v e n a n t w ith  th e  Is ra e li te s  is o f te n  

c a l le d  m i th a q f f  a n d  a lso  a p p lie s  to  th e  o b lig a tio n  o f  k e e p in g  th e  S a b 

b a th .19 T h e  c o v e n a n t is a lso  m a d e  w ith  th e  “P e o p le  o f  th e  B o o k ” .20

T h e  Q u r3a n  c o n c e n tra te s  o n  th e  e le c tio n  o f  Is ra e l o n ly  to  sh o w  th a t 

th e  C h ild re n  o f  Is rae l h a v e  v io la te d  G o d ’s c o v e n a n t an d  lo s t th e  s ta tu s  o f  

G o d ’s c h o se n  c o m m u n ity . T o  p ro v e  th is , th e  Q u r3an  re p e a ts  th e  B ib lica l 

s to rie s  a b o u t th e  s in s  th e y  c o m m itte d  o n  th e ir  w ay  to  th e  P ro m ise d  L an d . 

A  d e ta ile d  d e sc r ip tio n  o f  th e ir  s in s  is p ro v id e d  in  S u ra t a l-A cra f  (7), in  an 

a c c o u n t o f  th e  e v e n ts  th a t  ta k e  p la c e  a f te r  th e  C h ild re n  o f  Is ra e l c ro ss  th e  

sea. T h e  m a jo r  s in  is th e  w o rsh ip  o f  th e  im a g e  o f  th e  c a lf , w h ic h  re su lts  

in th e  b re a k in g  o f  th e  ta b le ts  (v v . 1 3 8 -5 1 ) . O th e r  s in s  m e n tio n e d  in  th is  

su ra  a re  th e  re fu sa l to  sa y  h it (a , fo r  w h ic h  th e y  a re  d e s tro y e d  in  a d isa s te r

14 Q u r ’a n  1 4 :6 .

15 Q u r ’ a n  2 :4 7 ,  122.

16 Q u r ’ a n  5 :2 0 .

17 Q u r ’a n  2 :4 0 - 4 3 .

18 Q u r ’ a n  2 :6 3 ,  8 3 - 8 4 ,  9 3 ;  5 :1 2 ,  7 0 .  O n  m tth a q  c f .  P in e s ,  “ A r a b ic  C h r i s t i a n i t y  a n d  

J u d a e o - C h r is t ia n i ty ” , 139 .

19 Q u r ’a n  4 :1 5 4 .

20 Q u r ’ a n  3 :1 8 7 .
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(r ijz ) se n t fro m  h e a v e n  (v v . 1 6 1 -6 2 ) , a n d  th e  v io la tio n  o f  th e  S ab b a th , fo r  

w h ic h  th e y  a re  tu rn e d  in to  a p e s  (v v . 1 6 3 -6 7 ) . E ls e w h e re ,21 th e  Q u r3an  

re c o u n ts  th e  s in  o f  th e  I s ra e l i te s  w h e n  re fu s in g  to  w a g e  w a r  o n  th e  

m ig h ty  in h a b ita n ts  o f  th e  P ro m is e d  L a n d . A s  p u n is h m e n t,  th e y  m u s t 

w a n d e r  fo r  4 0  y e a rs  in  th e  w ild e rn e ss  (till th e y  ex p ire ) .

T h e  Q u rDan  is a lso  a w a re  o f  fu r th e r  Is ra e li te  s in s  o u ts id e  th e  sc o p e  o f  

th e  E x o d u s , fo r  e x a m p le , p e rs e c u tin g  a n d  k il l in g  th e ir  p ro p h e ts ,22 a  s in  

w h ic h  is a lso  s ta te d  in  th e  B ib le .23 T h e  Q u r3a n  a lso  c o n d e m n s  th e  C h il 

d re n  o f  Is ra e l fo r  in n e r  c o n f lic ts  (ik h t i la f ) w h ic h  d iv id e d  th e m  a f te r  th ey  

h a d  b e e n  c h o se n  b y  G o d .24 E lse w h e re , th is  is im p u te d  to  th e  P e o p le  o f  

th e  B o o k .25

A  m a jo r  s in  c o m m itte d  b y  th e  Is ra e li te s , w h ic h  s ig n if ie s  a  v io la tio n  o f  

G o d ’s c o v e n a n t, is  th e  d is to r t io n  ( ta h r i f ) o f  th e  w o rd  o f  G o d , i.e . th e  

T o ra h .26 T h e  s a m e  is a lso  sa id  o f  th e  J e w s .27 T h e  Q u r3an  a lso  m e n tio n s  

th o se  w h o  “c o n c e a l” p a r ts  o f  th e  B o o k , w h o  a re  th e  P e o p le  o f  th e  B o o k .28

T h e  Q u r3an  e la b o ra te s  o n  th e  s in fu l c o n d u c t o f  Is ra e l fo r  p o le m ic a l 

n e e d s ; it s tr iv e s  to  p ro v e  th a t  Is la m  p ro v id e s  th e  f ra m e w o rk  fo r  G o d ’s 

n ew  c h o se n  c o m m u n ity , a n d  th a t th e  C h ild re n  o f  Is ra e l, n a m e ly , th e  Je w s  

a n d  th e  C h r is tia n s , a re  n o  lo n g e r  a  c h o s e n  c o m m u n ity . T h is  is e x p lic it ly  

s ta te d  in  S u ra t a l-M a ° id a  (5 ): 18, in  w h ic h  th e  J e w s  a n d  th e  C h r is tia n s  

c la im  to  b e  “ th e  so n s  o f  G o d  a n d  H is  b e lo v e d  o n e s ” . T h e  Q u r°a n  re 

sp o n d s  to  th is  b y  a s s e r tin g  th a t th e y  a re  n o  m o re  th a n  m o rta ls  (b a s h a r ) 

w h o m  G o d  p u n ish e s  fo r  h a v in g  s in n ed .

T h e  e le v a tio n  o f  th e  M u s lim s  to  th e  s ta tu s  o f  a  c h o se n  c o m m u n ity  r e 

p la c in g  th e  I s ra e li te s  is  in d ic a te d  in  p a s s a g e s  th a t  s h if t  to  th e  A ra b  b e 

lie v e rs  v a r io u s  a sp e c ts  o f  G o d ’s b le ss in g . T h u s , G o d ’s n i cm a  e m e rg e s  as  

so m e th in g  e q u iv a le n t to  th e  re lig io n  g iv e n  to  th e  b e l ie v e rs ,29 an d  is c o u 

21 Q u r ’a n  5 : 2 0 - 2 6 .

22 Q u r ’ a n  2 :6 1 ,  8 7 , 9 1 ;  3 :2 1 ,  1 1 2 , 1 8 1 ; 4 :1 5 5 ;  5 :7 0 .

23 J e r e m ia h  2 :3 0 .

24 Q u r ’a n  4 5 :1 6 - 1 7 ;  s e e  a l s o  1 0 :9 3 .

25 Q u r ’a n  3 :1 9 .

26 Q u r ’ a n  5 :1 3 .

27 Q u r ’a n  2 :7 5 ;  4 :4 6 ;  5 :4 1 .

28 Q u r ’a n  6 :9 1 ;  s e e  a l s o  2 :1 5 9 ,  17 4 ; 3 :1 8 7 ,  e tc .

29 Q u r ’ a n  5 :3 .
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p le d  w ith  G o d ’s c o v e n a n t th a t  is b e in g  m a d e  w ith  th e m .30 In  th is  c a p a c 

ity , G o d ’s n icm a  c o n s is ts  o f  g iv in g  th e  A ra b  b e lie v e rs  th e  B o o k  a n d  th e  

W isd o m ,31 b r in g in g  th e ir  h e a r ts  to g e th e r ,32 p ro te c tin g  th e m  a g a in s t  th e  

sch em e s  o f  th e ir  e n e m ie s ,33 a n d  a s s is tin g  th e m  in  b a ttle .34

Is la m ic  tra d itio n  p ic k e d  u p  th e  Q u r°a n ic  n o tio n  o f  th e  A ra b  b e lie v e rs  as  

G o d ’s n ew  c h o s e n  c o m m u n ity  a n d  in c o rp o ra te d  it in to  d e s c r ip t io n s  o f  

so m e  e v e n ts  in  M u h a m m a d ’s life . T h e s e  tra d itio n s  d e r iv e  fro m  th e  Q u r- 

3 an  v a rio u s  a llu s io n s  to  th e  s in s  o f  Is rae l a n d  u se  th e m  to  c re a te  a c o n tra s t 

b e tw e e n  th e  C h ild re n  o f  Is ra e l an d  th e  fa ith fu l A ra b  b e lie v e rs  o f  M u h a m 

m a d . T h is  re v e a ls  a  d ra s tic  c h a n g e  in  th e  Is la m ic  se lf - im a g e . T h e  c o m 

m u n ity  o f  b e l ie v e rs  is n o  lo n g e r  u n iv e rs a l ,  b u t e x c lu s iv e ly  A ra b . T h e  

C h ild re n  o f  Is ra e l h a v e  lo s t  th e ir  p la c e  in  th e  c h o s e n  c o m m u n ity , an d  

M u h a m m a d ’s A ra b  b e lie v e rs  a re  th e  n ew  g e n e ra tio n  o f  th is  c o m m u n ity ; 

th e y  re v iv e  a n d  p re s e rv e  th e  d iv in e  sc h e m e  w h ic h  th e  s in fu l I s ra e li te s  

fa ile d  to  fo llo w .

T h is  p e rc e p tio n  o f  th e  c o m m u n ity  c a n  b e  d e m o n s tra te d  b y  m e a n s  o f  

tw o  Q u r3a n ic  p a s s a g e s  w h ic h  fo u n d  th e ir  w ay  in to  M u h a m m a d ’s sira , 

th a t  is, h is  b io g ra p h y , a n d  s e rv e d  to  e s ta b l is h  th e  v ie w  th a t th e  A ra b  

b e lie v e rs  a re  G o d ’s n ew  c h o se n  c o m m u n ity . T h e  ro le  o f  o n e  p a s sa g e  w ill 

b e  e x a m in e d  in  th is  ch a p te r ; th e  o th e r  w ill b e  c o n s id e re d  in  C h a p te r  4 .

S u ra t  a l -M a ’ id a  ( 5 ) : 2 0 - 2 6

S u ra t a l -M a 3id a  ( 5 ) :2 2 - 2 6  is b a se d  o n  th e  w e ll-k n o w n  B ib lic a l a f fa ir  o f  

th e  s p ie s .35 In  th e  B ib lic a l v e rs io n , a s  so o n  as  th e  sp ie s  se n t b y  M o se s  

re tu rn  w ith  th e  re p o r t a b o u t th e  m ig h ty  in h a b ita n ts  w h o  p o sse ss  th e  la n d  

o f  C a n a a n , th e  C h ild re n  o f  Is ra e l lo se  h e a r t; th e y  re fu se  to  ra id  th e  la n d , 

a n d  e x p re s s  th e ir  w ish  to  re tu rn  to  E g y p t. T h e ir  p u n is h m e n t fo r  th is  is 

th a t  th e y  p e r is h  in  th e  w ild e rn e s s  w h ile  w a n d e r in g  th e re  fo r  4 0  y e a rs .

30 Q u r ’a n  5 :7 .

31 Q u r ’a n  2 :2 3 1 .

32 Q u r ’a n  3 :1 0 3 .

33 Q u r ’ a n  5 :1 1 .

34 Q u r ’a n  3 3 :9 .

35 N u m b e r s  1 3 - 1 4 .
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O n ly  a few  o f  M o s e s ’ g e n e ra tio n  (p r im a r ily  J o sh u a  a n d  C a le b )  e n te r  th e  

P ro m ise d  L a n d  w ith  th e  n ew  Is ra e lite  g e n e ra tio n .

T h e  Q u r3an  h as  re p ro d u c e d  th e  s a m e  s to ry  in  S u ra t a l -M a 3id a  to  d e 

m o n s tra te  h o w  th e  C h ild re n  o f  I s ra e l b e t ra y e d  th e ir  s ta tu s  as  G o d ’s 

c h o se n  c o m m u n ity  a n d  as  re c ip ie n ts  o f  H is  n i cm a.

2 0 . W h e n  M o s e s  s a id  to  h is  p e o p le :  “ O h  m y  p e o p le ,  r e m e m b e r  G o d ’s  b le s s in g  

u p o n  y o u ,  w h e n  h e  a p p o in t e d  p r o p h e t s  a m o n g  y o u ,  a n d  a p p o in t e d  y o u  k in g s ,  

a n d  g a v e  y o u  s u c h  a s  H e  h a d  n o t g iv e n  to  a n y  b e in g .

2 1 . O h  m y  p e o p le ,  e n t e r  th e  h o ly  la n d  w h ic h  G o d  h a s  p r e s c r ib e d  f o r  y o u ,  a n d  

tu rn  n o t  b a c k  in  y o u r  t r a c e s ,  to  tu rn  a b o u t  lo s e r s ” .

2 2 . T h e y  s a id :  “ M o s e s ,  th e r e  a r e  p e o p le  in  i t  v e r y  a r r o g a n t ;  w e  w il l  n o t  e n t e r  it 

u n ti l  th e y  d e p a r t  f r o m  it; i f  th e y  d e p a r t  f r o m  it th e n  w e  w ill  e n te r ” .

2 3 . S a id  tw o  m e n  o f  th o s e  th a t  f e a r e d  G o d  w h o m  G o d  h a d  b le s s e d :  “ E n te r  th e  

g a te  in  s p i te  o f  th e m !  W h e n  y o u  e n t e r  it , y o u  w ill  b e  v ic to r s .  P u t  y o u  a l l  y o u r  

t r u s t  in  G o d , i f  y o u  a r e  b e l i e v e r s ” .

2 4 . T h e y  s a id :  “ M o s e s ,  w e  w ill  n e v e r  e n te r  it  s o  lo n g  a s  th e y  a r e  in  it . G o  f o r t h ,

■■ y o u  a n d  y o u r  L o r d ,  a n d  d o  b a t t le ;  w e  w i l l  b e  s i t t in g  h e r e " .

2 5 . [M o s e s ]  s a id :  “ O h  m y  L o r d ,  I r u le  n o  o n e  e x c e p t  m y s e l f  a n d  m y  b r o th e r .  S o  

ju d g e  b e tw e e n  u s  a n d  th e  p e o p le  o f  th e  u n g o d ly ” .

2 6 . [G o d ]  s a id :  “ T h e n  it  s h a l l  b e  f o r b id d e n  th e m  f o r  4 0  y e a r s ,  w h i le  th e y  a re  

w a n d e r in g  in  th e  e a r th ;  s o  g r ie v e  n o t  f o r  th e  p e o p le  o f  th e  u n g o d ly ” .

T w o  v e rse s  o f  th is  p a s sa g e  e m e rg e  in  tra d itio n s , o n e  in  th e  S y ria n  sp h e re  

a n d  a n o th e r  in  th e  H ija z . In  th e  fo rm e r  th e  m e ssa g e  o f  c o n tin u ity  is r e 

ta in ed , w h ile  in  th e  la tte r  it c h a n g e s  in to  o n e  o f  co n tra s t.

J e ru sa le m

T h e  v e rs e  th a t a p p e a rs  in  th e  S y ria n  sp h e re  is 21 , in  w h ic h  M o se s  c o m 

m a n d s  th e  C h ild re n  o f  Is rae l to  e n te r  th e  H o ly  L an d . T h is  a p p e a rs  in  th e  

s to ry  o f  th e  Is la m ic  ta k e -o v e r  o f  Je ru sa le m . Is la m ic  tra d itio n  h a s  c h a n g e d  

th e  s e tt in g  o f  th is  c o m m a n d , so  th a t M u h a m m a d ’s b e lie v e rs  a re  n o w  th e
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p e o p le  o rd e re d  to  e n te r  th e  P ro m is e d  L a n d . T h is  v e rse  a p p e a rs  in  th e  

a d d re ss  o f  th e  M u slim  c o m m a n d e rs  b e s ie g in g  Je ru sa le m , as  re c o rd e d  in  a 

c o m p ila t io n  a t tr ib u te d  to  a l -W a q id i .36 It is  re la te d  th a t o n e  m o rn in g  

d u rin g  p ra y e r , Y a z id  ib n  A b i S u fy a n  re c ite d  th e  Q u r°an ic  v e rse  in  w h ich  

M o se s  c o m m a n d s  h is  p e o p le  to  e n te r  th e  H o ly  L an d , a n d  it so  h a p p e n e d  

th a t on  th e  sa m e  m o rn in g , a ll th e  o th e r  o f f ic e rs  re c ite d  to  th e ir  o w n  so l 

d ie rs  th e  s a m e  Q u C a n ic  v e rse , e v e n  th o u g h  th e y  h a d  n o t a r ra n g e d  to  d o  

so  in  ad v an ce .

T h e  sp o n ta n e o u s  re c ita t io n  o f  th is  v e rse  by  all c o m m a n d e rs  in d ic a te s  

a d iv in e  sc h e m e , a n d  re ta in s  th e  n o tio n  th a t th e  A ra b  c o n q u e s t o f  J e ru s a 

le m  h as  re -e n a c te d  th e  a n c ie n t Is ra e lite  ta k e -o v e r  o f  th e  h o ly  c ity .

H ijd z

T h e  v e rs e  th a t w as  b u il t  in to  th e  H ija z i sp h e re  is 2 4  (m a rk e d  a b o v e  in  

ita l ic s ) .  U n lik e  th e  v e r s e  u s e d  in  th e  S y r ia n  s p h e re , w h ic h  m e re ly  

c o n v e y s  th e  d iv in e  c o m m a n d , th is  v e rse  te lls  th e  s to ry  o f  th e  s in  o f  Israe l. 

In  it, th e  c o w a rd ly  C h ild re n  o f  Is rae l re fu se  to  e n te r  th e  la n d , an d  sen d  

M o se s  an d  h is  L o rd  to  d o  b a ttle  o n  th e ir  o w n . In  its A ra b ia n  se ttin g , th e  

v e rse  is d e s ig n e d  to  c re a te  a c o n tra s t b e tw e e n  th e  d is o b e d ie n t Is ra e li te s  

an d  th e  A ra b  b e lie v e rs  w h o  a re  c o m m a n d e d  to  w ag e  w a r  o n  th e  p e o p le  o f  

Q u ra y sh  w h o  h o ld  M e c c a , th e  H ija z i h o ly  c ity . T h e  A ra b s  a c c e d e  w ith  

u tte r  d ev o tio n . T h e  c o m p a riso n  b e tw ee n  th e  Is ra e lite s  an d  th e  A ra b s  tu rn s  

M u h a m m a d ’s c a m p a ig n s  in A ra b ia  in to  a  n e w  v e rs io n  o f  an  Is ra e lite  e x o 

d u s , a n d  th e  c o n tra s t b e tw e e n  th e  A rab s  a n d  th e  C h ild re n  o f  Is ra e l tu rn s  

M u h a m m a d ’s A ra b  u m m a  in to  th e  n e w  c h o s e n  p e o p le  re p la c in g  th e  

s in fu l C h ild re n  o f  Is rae l.

T h e  Q u rDan ic  v e rse  d e s c r ib in g  th e  Is ra e li te  re fu sa l to  g o  to  w a r  w as 

b u il t  in to  th e  d e s c r ip t io n s  o f  tw o  o f  M u h a m m a d ’s m ilita ry  c a m p a ig n s , 

B a d r  (2 /6 2 4 ) , a n d  a l -H u d a y b iy y a  (6 /6 2 8 ) . A  s c ru tin y  o f  th e  re le v a n t 

v e rs io n s  re v e a ls  n o t o n ly  th e  c o n s c io u s n e s s  o f  th e  s u p e r io r i ty  o f  th e  

A ra b s  o v e r  th e  Is ra e li te s , b u t a lso  th e  im p a c t o f  in n e r  c o n f lic ts  b e tw e e n  

v a r io u s  s e c tio n s  o f  e a r ly  Is la m ic  so c ie ty . L e t u s  b e g in  w ith  a l-H u d a y -  

b iy ya .

36 P s .- W a q id i ,  F u tu h  a l - S h a m ,  1, 14 5.
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A l-H u d a y b iy y a

T h e  g e n e ra l o u tl in e  o f  th e  s to ry  o f  a l -H u d a y b iy y a  is  w e ll k n o w n : in  

6 /6 2 8 , th e  P ro p h e t h as  a  v is io n  in  w h ic h  h e  re c e iv e s  a  d iv in e  c o m m a n d  to  

s e t o u t fo r  M e c c a  a n d  p e r fo rm  th e  le s s e r  p ilg r im a g e — cu m ra — at th e  

K a cba. T h e  s a n c tu a ry  is s til l d o m in a te d  b y  th e  u n b e lie v e rs  o f  Q u ra y sh , 

a n d  as  h e  a n d  h is  fo llo w e rs  a p p ro a c h  th e  M e c c a n  te rr ito ry , th e  M e c c a n s  

se n d  fo r th  fo rc e s  to  s to p  th e m  a n d  th e  M u s lim s  h a lt n e a r  a l-H u d a y b iy y a , 

w h e re  n e g o tia t io n s  ta k e  p la c e  b e tw e e n  th e  M e c c a n s  a n d  th e  M u s lim s . 

T h e  ta lk s  c o n c lu d e  w ith  th e  w e ll-k n o w n  tre a ty  o f  a l-H u d a y b iy y a .

T h e  a f fa ir  o f  a l-H u d a y b iy y a  is d e a lt  w ith  in  th e  so u rc e s  as a  c ru c ia l 

tu rn in g  p o in t in  th e  h is to ry  o f  Is lam , a n d  th e  c o m m e n ta to rs  o f  th e  Q u r ’an  

id e n tify  it w ith  th e  te rm  fa th  (“ o p e n in g ” , a n d  h e n c e  “ c o n q u e s t” ) o f  Q u r- 

3 an  4 8 :1 ; th e y  e x p la in  th a t th e  f in a l a g re e m e n t c o n c lu d e d  in a l-H u d a y -  

b iy y a  e n a b le d  th e  P ro p h e t to  a c h ie v e  h is  g o a l a n d  p e rfo rm  th e  rite s  a t th e  

K a cba , a n d  th is  in  tu rn  o p e n e d  th e  fin a l s ta g e  o f  a. p ro c e ss  c u lm in a tin g  in 

th e  fa ll o f  M e c c a .37

O u r  in te re s t in  th e  p re se n t c o n te x t is fo c u se d  o n  th e  m a n n e r  in  w h ic h  

th e  M u s lim s  re a c t a s  so o n  as  th e y  a re  fo rc e d  to  h a lt  w h ile  o n  th e ir  w ay  to  

th e  K a cba . A s  in  o th e r  ca se s  in  th e  s ir  a , th e  d e sc r ip tio n  o f  th e  re a c tio n  is 

a v a ila b le  in  tw o  ty p es  o f  n a rra tiv e : Q u r3a n ic  an d  n o n -Q u r3a n ic .38

T h e  n o n -Q u r3a n ic  le v e l is re v e a le d  in  tw o  p a ra lle l v e rs io n s  o f  cU rw a  

ib n  a l-Z u b a y r  w h ic h  h e  q u o te s  f ro m  M is w a r  ib n  M a k h ra m a  (M e d in a n  

C o m p a n io n , d . a h  6 4 ) an d  M a rw a n  ib n  a l-H a k a m  ( th e  c a lip h ; M e d in a n , 

d . A H  6 5 ). B o th  v e rs io n s  d e sc r ib e  a  sc e n e  in  w h ic h , o n  h is  w ay  to  M ecca , 

th e  P ro p h e t m e e ts  so m e  m e m b e rs  o f  th e  tr ib e  o f  K h u z a ca  w h o  u se d  to  

sp y  fo r  h im  in  M ecca . T h ey  b re a k  to  h im  th e  n e w s  th a t th e  ro ad  to  M e c c a  

h a s  b e e n  c u t o ff. T h e  f irs t v e rs io n  is q u o te d  fro m  cU rw a  b y  a l-Z u h ri, an d  

is in c lu d e d  in  Ib n  I s h a q ’s S ira .39 In  th is  v e rs io n , th e  m a n  o f  K h u z a ca  (o f

37 E .g .  Ib n  S a cd , I I , 1 0 4 - 1 0 5 ,  a n d  th e  c o m m e n ta r i e s  o n  4 8 :1 .  O n  f a t h ,  H u d a y b iy y a  

a n d  M e c c a  s e e  f u r th e r  in  G .R . H a w t in g ,  “ A l - H u d a y b iy y a  a n d  th e  C o n q u e s t  o f  M e c c a :  a  

R e c o n s id e r a t i o n  o f  th e  T r a d i t io n  a b o u t  th e  M u s l im  T a k e o v e r  o f  th e  S a n c tu a r y ” , J e r u 

s a le m  S tu d ie s  in  A r a b ic  a n d  I s la m  8 ( 1 9 8 6 ) ,  1 - 2 3 .

38 F o r  th e  i n t e r a c t io n  b e tw e e n  n o n - Q u r 3a n ic  a n d  Q u C a n i c  l a y e r s  in  th e  s i r a — fo r  

e x a m p l e ,  in  th e  s t o r y  o f  M u h a m m a d ’s  f i r s t  r e v e l a t i o n — s e e  R u b in ,  T h e  E y e  o f  th e  

B e h o ld e r ,  1 0 3 - 1 1 0 .

39 Ib n  H is h a m , I I I ,  3 2 2 - 2 4 .  T h e  s a m e  is  q u o te d  f r o m  Ib n  I s h a q  in  A h m a d ,  M u s n a d ,



T h e  A ffa ir  o f  th e  S p ie s 65

th e  su b -tr ib e  o f  K a cb) te lls  M u h a m m a d  th a t th e  Q u ra y sh  h a v e  le f t  M e c c a  

in  tw o  p a r tie s  w h ic h  h a v e  c a m p e d  in  tw o  d if fe re n t p la c e s . O n e  g ro u p  

c o m p ris e s  p e o p le  w e a r in g  le o p a rd  sk in s  (p ro b a b ly  to  s ig n ify  th e ir  e le 

v a te d  ran k  as  m e m b e rs  o f  a  h o ly  tr ib e , a n d  as  g u a rd ia n s  o f  th e  sa n c tu a ry  

w h o  sh o u ld  n o t b e  a t ta c k e d 40) w h o  h a v e  b ro u g h t w ith  th e m  th e ir  w o m e n  

a n d  c h ild re n  a n d  h a v e  c a m p e d  in  D hu  T u w a . T h e  se c o n d  p a r ty  is a  c a v 

a lry  fo rc e  u n d e r  th e  c o m m a n d  o f  K h a lid  ib n  a l-W a lid ; it h a s  c a m p e d  

a h e a d  o f  th e  fo rm e r  g ro u p  in  K u ra 0 a l-G h a m im . U p o n  h e a r in g  th is , th e  

P ro p h e t d e c la re s  th a t th e  Q u ra y s h  h a d  b e t te r  le a v e  h im  a lo n e  b e c a u se  

th e y  h a v e  a lre a d y  b e e n  e x h a u s te d  b y  th e  p re v io u s  b a t t le s  th e y  w a g e d  

a g a in s t  h im . T h e y  s h o u ld  n o w  le t h im  d e a l f re e ly  w ith  th e  re s t  o f  th e  

p o ly th e is ts , a n d  w a it a n d  se e  w h o  g a in s  th e  u p p e r  h an d . I f  th e  p o ly th e is ts  

sh o u ld  o v e rc o m e  h im , th a t is w h a t th e  Q u ra y sh  d e s ire , a n d  if  h e  s h o u ld  

d e fe a t th e  p o ly th e is ts , th e  Q u ra y sh  can  th e n  c h o o se  b e tw e e n  jo in in g  h im  

as  M u s lim s , o r  f ig h tin g  h im  a f te r  h a v in g  re g a in e d  th e ir  m ilita ry  p o w e r. 

T h e  P ro p h e t th e n  d ec la re s :

. . . b y  G o d ,  I w il l  g o  o n  f ig h t in g  ( u ja h id u ) f o r  th e  m i s s io n  w ith  w h ic h  G o d  h a s

e n tr u s te d  m e ,  t i l l  G o d  m a k e s  it  p r e v a i l . . . .

In  a ttr ib u tin g  su c h  an  u tte ra n c e  to  th e  P ro p h e t, th e  tra d itio n  e le v a te s  th e  

n o tio n  o f  h o ly  w a r  ( j ih a d )  to  th e  le v e l o f  a  d iv in e  d u ty  th a t  s h o u ld  b e  

c a rr ie d  o u t a t a ll c o s ts . H o w e v e r , th e  tra d itio n  g o e s  o n  to  re la te  th a t  th e  

P ro p h e t g a v e  o rd e rs  to  f in d  an  a l te rn a tiv e  ro a d  to  M e c c a , w h ic h  e v e n tu 

a lly  b ro u g h t h im  to  a l-H u d a y b iy y a , w h e re  n e g o tia tio n s  f in a lly  p re v e n te d  

fu ll-sc a le  w ar.

T h e  s e c o n d  v e rs io n  o f  cU rw a  (a g a in , o n  th e  a u th o rity  o f  M is w a r  an d  

M a rw a n ) is q u o te d  b y  M a cm a r  ib n  R a sh id  (B a s ra n /Y e m e n i, d . a h  154) 

th ro u g h  a l-Z u h r i .  H o w e v e r , a  c e r ta in  c h a n g e  h a s  o c c u r re d  h e re : th e

IV , 3 2 3 ; J a b a r a n i ,  K a b ir , X X , n o . 14 .

40 T h e  w e a r in g  o f  le o p a r d  s k in s  a n d  th e i r  u s e  a s  s a d d le  c o v e r s  a r e  c o n s id e r e d  in  s o m e  

t r a d i t io n s  a s  s i g n i f y in g  w e a l th  a n d  lu x u r y ,  a n d  a re  th e r e f o r e  f o r b id d e n .  S e e  cA b d  a l-  

R a z z a q ,  M u s a r tn a f ,  I, n o s .  2 1 7 ,  2 1 8 ,  2 2 0 ;  A h m a d ,  M u s n a d ,  IV , 9 5 ,  9 6 ,  9 9 ,  1 3 2 , 1 3 5 ; 

A b u  D a w u d , I I , 3 8 8  (3 1 :4 0 ) ;  T a h a w i ,  M u s h k i l , IV , 2 6 3 - 6 4 .  In  o th e r  t r a d i t io n s ,  h o w e v e r ,  

le o p a r d  s k in s  a r e  p e r m i t te d .  S e e  cA b d  a l - R a z z a q ,  M u s a n n a f , I, n o s .  2 2 9 ,  2 3 1 ,  2 3 2 ,  2 3 3 , 

2 3 4 , 2 3 5 ; T a h a w i ,  M u s h k i l ,  IV , 2 6 4 - 6 5 .
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P ro p h e t’s d e v o tio n  to  G o d ’s m is s io n  is n o t so le ly  h is  o w n , b u t is sh a re d  

by  o n e  o f  h is  C o m p a n io n s , a n d  th u s  a ty p ic a l p h e n o m e n o n  in  th e  s ira  

t ra d itio n s  is re v e a le d : s c e n e s  th a t  re v o lv e  so le ly  a ro u n d  M u h a m m a d ’s 

o w n  im a g e  m a y  b e  e x p a n d e d  to  in c lu d e  h is  C o m p a n io n s . In  th e  la tte r  

c a se , p o li tic a l p re s s u re s  s e e m  to  h a v e  le ft th e ir  m a rk  o n  th e  s h a p in g  o f  

th e  s to ry , m a k in g  it a s se r t th e  v ir tu e s  (f a d d f l ) o f  c e r ta in  C o m p a n io n s .41

In  th is  v e rs io n  o f  M a cm a r, th e  P ro p h e t se n d s  o u t a sp y  fro m  K h u z a ca  

w h o  c o m e s  b a c k  w ith  th e  n e w s  th a t  th e  Q u ra y s h  h a v e  g a th e re d  th e ir  

a rm e d  fo rces  an d  a re  d e te rm in e d  n o t to  le t th e  M u s lim s  e n te r  M ecca . T h e  

P ro p h e t sa y s  to  h is  C o m p a n io n s : “ A d v ise  m e ”  (a sh iru  ca la y ya ).  B e fo re  

h e a r in g  th e  a d v ic e  o f  h is  C o m p a n io n s , th e  P ro p h e t h im se lf  fo rm u la te s  th e  

o p tio n s , a n d  s ta te s  th a t  th e y  c a n  c o n s id e r  ta k in g  a  d if fe re n t ro u te  an d  

a tta c k  th e  c a m p  o f  th e  u n a rm e d  fa m ilie s . A b u  B a k r  sa y s  th a t th e y  h a d  

b e t te r  re su m e  th e ir  o r ig in a l jo u rn e y  to  th e  K a cb a  a n d  a tta c k  n o  o n e , b u t 

sh o u ld  b e  d e te rm in e d  to  f ig h t w h o e v e r  tr ie s  to  s to p  th e m . T h e  P ro p h e t 

fo llo w s h is  a d v ic e  an d  c o m m a n d s  h is  m en  to  g o  on.

T h is  v e rs io n , in  w h ic h  th e  P ro p h e t h o ld s  a c o u n c il o f  w a r, w as  p re 

s e rv e d  b y  A h m a d  ib n H an b a l (d . a h  2 4 1)42 an d  w as  th e  o n e  p re fe r re d  by  

se v e ra l a u th o rs  o f  c a n o n ic a l h a d ith  c o lle c tio n s , in c lu d in g  a l-B u k h a r i (d . 

a h  2 5 6 ).43 T h e  a c tu a l c o u rse  o f  th e  d is c u s s io n  d u r in g  th e  c o n s u lta tio n  is 

fo c u se d  o n  th e  v ir tu e s  o f  A b u  B a k r, th e  f irs t  c a lip h , w h o  is a c tu a lly  th e  

so le  sp e a k e r . H e fe a tu re s  as a  re so lu te  b e lie v e r  w h o  e n c o u ra g e s  th e  P ro 

p h e t to  a d h e re  to  h is  o r ig in a l m iss io n  an d  a p p ro a c h  th e  M e c c a n  sa n c tu a ry  

a n d  f ig h t if  n ece ssa ry .

T h e  in te rp o la tio n  o f  th e  sc e n e  o f  c o n su lta tio n  (m a s h u r a ) re f le c ts  th e  

ro le  o f  th e  life  o f  M u h a m m a d  as  a  p re c e d e n t fo r  a ll k in d s  o f  p ra c tic e s . 

C o n su lta tio n  is in d e e d  an  im p o rta n t is su e  tre a te d  in  m a n y  tra d itio n s  a b o u t 

th e  P ro p h e t a n d  h is  C o m p a n io n s , th e  la t te r  f ig u r in g  as  M u h a m m a d ’s

41 F o r  f u r th e r  s u c h  in s ta n c e s  o f  th e  p o l i t i c a l  im p a c t  o n  th e  s h a p in g  o f  s i r a  t r a d i t io n s  

s e e  R u b in ,  T h e  E y e  o f  th e  B e h o ld e r , 4 4 - 5 3 ,  171 - 7 5 .

42 A h m a d ,  M u s n a d ,  IV , 3 2 8 . S e e  a ls o  T a b a r a n i ,  K a b ir ,  X X , n o . 13; B a y h a q i ,  D a la ’ il, 

IV , 9 9 - 1 0 1 .

43 B u k h a r i ,  S a h ih ,  V , 161 ( 6 4 :3 5 ) ;  N a s a ’ i, K u b r a ,  V , n o s .  8 5 8 1 - 8 2  (7 8 :1 ) ;  B a y h a q i ,  

S u n a n ,  IX , 2 1 8 ; X , 10 9 ; Ib n  H ib b a n ,  S a h ih ,  X I , n o . 4 8 7 2 .  A n d  s e e  a l s o  cA b d  a l - R a z z a q ,  

M u s a n n a f ,  V , 3 3 0 - 3 1  (n o . 9 7 2 0 ) ,  w h e r e  A b u  B a k r ’s n a m e  is  n o t  m e n t io n e d .
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w o rth y  a d v ise rs .44 T h e se  tra d itio n s  c a n  b e  fo u n d  in  th e  c o m m e n ta r ie s  on  

S u ra t A l cIm ra n  (3 ): 159, w h ic h  re q u e s ts  th e  Q u rDan ic  p ro p h e t to  c o n su lt 

th e  b e lie v e rs . In  so m e  v e rs io n s  o f  o u r  p a r tic u la r  tra d itio n , a l-Z u h ri ad d s  a 

g lo ss  to  th e  e f fe c t th a t th e  C o m p a n io n  A b u  H u ra y ra  (d . a h  57) sa id  th a t 

h e  h a d  seen  n o  o n e  c o n su lt in g  h is  c o m p a n io n s  as  f re q u e n tly  as  th e  P ro 

p h e t h ad  d o n e .45 T h e re  w ere , h o w e v e r , a t te m p ts  a t re d u c in g  th e  sc o p e  o f  

r e c o m m e n d e d  c o n s u lta tio n  to  sp e c if ic  m a tte rs  o n ly , su c h  as  m ili ta ry  

sch em e s. A fte r  a ll, th a n k s  to  d iv in e  in sp ira tio n , th e  P ro p h e t d id  n o t n eed  

to  re ly  h e a v i ly  o n  h u m a n  a d v ic e . T h e re fo re , A b u  H u ra y ra ’s s ta te m e n t 

w as so m e tim e s  e x p a n d e d  to  in c lu d e  a  re m a rk  to  th e  e f fe c t th a t th e  P ro 

p h e t  o n ly  c o n s u lte d  h is  C o m p a n io n s  c o n c e rn in g  m ili ta ry  a c tio n s .46 A 

v a r ia n t re a d in g  o f  Q u r3an  3 :1 5 9  w a s  a lso  c irc u la te d ,  tu rn in g  it in to  a 

re q u e s t fo r  c o n su lta tio n  o n  c e r ta in  m a tte rs  o n ly .47 A t an y  ra te , a  sc e n e  o f  

c o u n c il o f  w a r  f re q u e n tly  re a p p e a rs  in  v a r io u s  fu tu h  s to rie s , fo r  e x a m p le , 

in th e  o n e  a b o u t th e  ta k e -o v e r  o f  J e ru sa le m , w h ere  A bu  °U b ay d a  c o n su lts  

th e  lo ca l c o m m a n d e rs  on  w h e th e r  to  ta k e  Je ru sa le m  f irs t  o r  C a e sa re a .48

T h e  sc e n e  o f  c o n su lta tio n  h a s  b e e n  d is c u s se d  a t so m e  le n g th  b e c a u se  

th is  is th e  s e tt in g  in  w h ic h  th e  Q u C a n ic  Is ra e li te  p a ssa g e  e m e rg e s . T h e  

Q u C a n ic  e x tra c t a p p e a rs  in  th e  th ird  v e rs io n  o f  °U rw a , w h ich  is q u o te d  

fro m  h im  b y  h is  o w n  so n , H ish a m . T h e  is n a d  o f  th is  v e rs io n  d o e s  n o t 

c o n ta in  a  C o m p a n io n , w h ic h  m a k e s  it m u rsa l.49 H e re  o n e  m o re  C o m p a n 

ion  jo in s  A b u  B a k r  in  th e  c o n su lta tio n . T h e  P ro p h e t a g a in  su g g e s ts  tw o  

o p tio n s : e i th e r  to  a p p ro a c h  th e  m a in  a rm e d  fo rc e  o f  th e  Q u ra y sh , o r  to  

ra id  th e  u n a rm e d  fa m ilie s  a t th e  re a r  o f  th e  h o s tile  tr ib e s  a s s is tin g  th e  

Q u ra y s h . A b u  B a k r  a g a in  p re fe r s  th e  f ir s t  o p tio n ,  a n d  th e n  a n o th e r  

C o m p a n io n  sp eak s . H e  is a l-M iq d a d  ib n  a l-A sw a d , w h o  says:

B y  G o d ,  w e  s h a l l  n o t  te l l  y o u  w h a t  th e  C h i ld r e n  o f  I s ra e l  to ld  th e i r  p ro p h e t :  " G o

f o r t h ,  y o u  a n d  y o u r  L o r d ,  a n d  d o  b a t t l e ;  w e  w i l l  b e  s i t t in g  h e r e ”. B u t [w h a t  w e

44 F o r  m o r e  g e n e r a l  a s p e c t s  o f  th e  th e m e  o f  c o u n c i l s  a s  a  to p o s ,  s e e  N o th /C o n r a d ,  

T h e  E a r ly  I s la m ic  H is to r ic a l  T r a d i t io n ,  1 3 8 - 4 2 .

45 F o r  th e  t r a d i t io n  o f  A b u  H u r a y r a  s e e  a l s o  Ib n  W a h b , J a m i c, I, n o . 2 8 8 .

46 W a q id i ,  M a g h a z i ,  II , 5 8 0 .

47 W a - s h a w ir h u m  f i  b a cd i  l - a m r i .  S e e  B u k h a r i ,  A d a b ,  I, 3 5 0  ( I b n  c A b b a s ) .

48 P s .- W a q id i ,  F u tu h  a l - S h a m ,  1 4 3 - 4 4 .  S e e  a ls o  B u s s e ,  “ cO m a r ’s Im a g e ” , 151.

49 Ib n  A b i S h a y b a , X IV , 4 2 9 - 3 0  (n o . 1 8 6 8 6 ) . S e e  a ls o  K a n z ,  X , n o . 3 0 1 5 3 .
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s a y  to  y o u  is ] :  “ G o  fo r th ,  y o u  a n d  y o u r  L o r d ,  a n d  d o  b a t t le ;  w e  w i l l  b e  f i g h t i n g  

w ith  y o u ”.

T h e  lite ra ry  d e v ic e  th a t h a s  b e e n  e m p lo y e d  h e re  to  c o n tra s t Is ra e lite s  a n d  

A ra b s  is o b v io u s . T h e  A ra b  b e l ie v e r , n a m e ly , a l-M iq d a d , c h a n g e s  th e  

Is ra e lite  re fu sa l o f  5 :2 4  (“ . . .W e  w ill b e  s itt in g  h e re ” ), a n d  tu rn s  it  in to  a 

p o s itiv e  Is la m ic  v e rs io n  (“ . . .W e  w ill b e  f ig h tin g  w ith  y o u ” ). Im p lic it  in 

th is  v e rs io n  is th e  id e a  th a t th e  Is la m ic  w a r  w a g e d  by  th e  A ra b  b e lie v e rs  

re p re se n ts  a  re n e w a l o f  an  a n c ie n t c o m m a n d  o f  G o d  th a t h as  a lre a d y  b een  

e n jo in e d  u p o n  th e  C h ild re n  o f  I s ra e l,  th o u g h  o n ly  th e  A ra b  b e l ie v e rs  

c a rry  it out.

T h e  se le c tio n  o f  a l-M iq d a d  ib n  a l-A s w a d  fo r  th e  ro le  o f  th e  sp o k e s 

m an  o f  M u h a m m a d ’s A ra b  b e lie v e rs  is n o t a c c id e n ta l. H e  fe a tu re s  in  th e  

a w d ° il tra d itio n s  as  th e  f irs t to  h a v e  e n g a g e d  in w a r  w ith  in fid e ls ,50 an d  is 

a lso  sa id  to  h a v e  b e e n  e n tru s te d  w ith  th e  d u ty  o f  a  q a r i3, th a t is, o n e  w h o  

re c ite s  m ilita n t Q u r°a n ic  p a ssa g e s  d u r in g  b a ttle  to  e n c o u ra g e  th e  M u slim  

w a rr io rs .51 M o re o v e r , a  Q u r3an ic  re a d in g  (q ir a 3a )  b e a r in g  h is  n a m e  w as 

a lso  in e x is te n c e , a n d  th e  p e o p le  o f  H im s  re p o r te d ly  u se d  to  fo llo w  it.52 

In o u r  tra d itio n , a l-M iq d a d  a c ts  as a  q a r i3 a lre a d y  in  M u h a m m a d ’s li fe 

tim e , th o u g h  h e re  h e  d o e s  n o t m e re ly  re p e a t a  Q u r°a n ic  p a ssa g e , b u t a lso  

e d its  it a n d  tu rn s  it in to  a  s ta te m e n t o f  d is t in c tiv e  n o n -Is ra e li te  s e lf -d e f i 

n itio n .

A l-M iq d a d  b e lo n g s  to  th e  M u h a jiru n  (“ E m ig ra n ts ” ), an d  in s a y in g  h is  

lin e s  h e  a c tu a lly  sp e a k s  fo r  h is  c o m ra d e s , as  d o e s  A b u  B ak r, w h o  b e lo n g s  

to  th e  s a m e  g ro u p . T h e  f a d a 3il  (“ v ir tu e s ” ) o f  th e  M u h a jiru n  as  w a rr io rs  

e n c o u ra g in g  th e  e n t ire  c o m m u n ity  o f  b e lie v e rs  o n  th e ir  re n e w e d  e x o d u s  

a re  b ro u g h t o u t h e re  m o s t c le a r ly . H o w e v e r , a l-M iq d a d  is a lso  re m e m 

b e re d  as  a  s u p p o r te r  o f  CA1I a n d  as  h a v in g  re f ra in e d  fro m  p le d g in g  a l le 

g ia n c e  to  A b u  B a k r.53 H is  ro le  in  th e  s to ry , th e re fo re , s e e m s  a lso  to  h a v e  

b een  in sp ire d  b y  an  c A lid  b ias.

T h e re  a re  v e rs io n s  re f le c tin g  v a r io u s  d e g re e s  o f  a t te m p ts  a t  sh if tin g  

to — o r a t le a s t sh a r in g  w ith — o th e r  A ra b  g ro u p s  th e  h o n o u r  o f  e x p re ss in g

50 Ib n  cA s a k i r  (M u k h ta s a r ), X X V , 2 1 3 .

51 S e e  ib id . ,  X X V , 2 0 9  ( in  th e  b a t t le  o f  Y a rm u k ) .

52 G .H .A . J u y n b o l l ,  E l 2 , V II , 3 2 ,  s .v .  “ a l - M ik d a d  b . cA m r ” .

53 E .g . Y a cq u b i ,  T a r ik h ,  I I , 124.
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th e  c o m m u n a l d e v o tio n  to  th e  id ea  o f  h o ly  w ar. T h is  is  th e  c a se  in  a l-W a - 

q id i ’s re p o r t o f  th e  P ro p h e t’s e x p e d itio n  to  a l-H u d a y b iy y a . H e re  a  th ird  

C o m p a n io n  s p e a k s  a f te r  A b u  B a k r  a n d  a l-M iq d a d . H e  is U sa y d  ib n  

H u d ay r, a  M e d in a n  le a d e r  (n a q ib ) o f  th e  A n sa r  (o f  th e  tr ib e  o f  A w s), w ho  

to o k  p a r t in  h o ly  w a r  in  P a le s tin e . T h e  o c c u r re n c e  o f  h is  n a m e  in th e  

sc e n e  o f  a l-H u d a y b iy y a  p ro je c ts  h is  v a lo u r  b ack  to  A rab ia . A f te r  a l-M iq 

d a d  u tte rs  h is  re v ise d  v e rs io n  o f  th e  c o w a rd ly  re a c tio n  o f  th e  C h ild re n  o f  

Is rae l, U sa y d  say s  to  th e  P ro p h e t: “ W e  th in k  th a t w e  sh o u ld  s tick  to  w h at 

w e  h a v e  se t o u t fo r, an d  if  a n y o n e  d e f ie s  u s w e  sh o u ld  f ig h t h im ” .54 T h e  

A n sa r  su ffe re d  fro m  an  in fe r io r  so c ia l s ta tu s  in  c o m p a riso n  to  th e  M u h a- 

j i ru n  an d  Q u ra y sh , a n d  th is  v e rs io n  is d e s ig n e d  to  le t th e  A n sa r  sh a re  th e  

g lo ry  w ith  th e  M u h a jiru n .

A s u su a l, tra d itio n s  w ith  Q u rDa n ic  a llu s io n s  in  th e m  c o u ld  b e  u sed  fo r  

e x e g e tic a l p u rp o se s . T h e  c o m m e n ta r ie s  o n  Q u r°a n  5 :2 4  in d e e d  c o n ta in  

tra d itio n s  d e sc r ib in g  th e  e v e n ts  a t a l-H u d a y b iy y a . A l-T a b a ri re c o rd e d  a 

tra d itio n  o f  th e  B a s ra n  Q a ta d a  ib n  D ica m a  th a t  is fo c u s e d  ju s t  o n  th e  

p e rso n  u tte r in g  th e  re v ise d  Q urD anic v e rse , n am e ly , a l-M iq d a d . N o  c o u n 

c il o f  w a r  is m e n tio n e d  h e re , a n d  a l-M iq d a d  is th e  o n ly  C o m p a n io n  

sp e a k in g .55 T h e  tra d itio n  c o n c lu d e s  w ith  th e  s ta te m e n t th a t w h en  a l-M iq 

d a d  ib n  a l-A sw a d  sp o k e , a ll th e  M u s lim s  jo in e d  in  c o l le c t iv e ly  w ith  a  

s im ila r  re sp o n se .

B a d r

Is la m ic  tra d itio n  a t ta c h e d  th e  sc e n e  o f  th e  c o u n c il o f  w a r  n o t o n ly  to  al- 

H u d a y b iy y a , b u t to  B a d r  as  w e ll, w h ic h  to o k  p la c e  in  2 /6 2 4 . T h is  e v e n t 

m a rk e d  th e  f irs t g re a t  v ic to ry  o v e r  th e  in fid e ls , an d  th e re fo re  th e  ex e g e te s  

o f  th e  Q u r3an  id e n tif ie d  th is  b a ttle  w ith  th e  “d a y  o f  th e fu r q a n ”, w h ich  is 

m e n tio n e d  in  S u ra t a l-A n fa l (8 ) :4 1 .56 T h e  te rm  f u r q a n  m e a n s  “ d e l iv e r 

a n c e ” , an d  in o th e r  Q u r3a n ic  v e rse s  it a p p e a rs  a s  so m e th in g  b e s to w e d  by  

G o d  on  M o se s  a n d  A a ro n .57

54 W a q id i ,  M a g h a z i , I I , 5 8 0 - 8 1 .

55 T a b a r i ,  T a f s i r , V I ,  1 1 5 - 1 6 .  T h e  is n a d :  Y a z id  ib n  Z u r a y c ( B a s r a n ,  d .  AH 1 8 2 ) «— 

S a cid  ib n  A b i cA ru b a  (B a s r a n ,  d . a h  1 5 6 ) <— Q a ta d a .

56 E .g . T a b a r i ,  T a fs ir ,  X , 7 .

57 Q u r 5a n  2 :5 3 ,  2 1 :4 8 .  O n  th e  Q u r 3a n ic  d e r iv a t i v e s  o t f . r . q .  s e e  f u r th e r  B a s h e a r ,  “ T h e
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T h e  c o u n c il is sa id  to  h a v e  b een  h e ld  in  th e  lo c a tio n  o f  the  m o sq u e  o f  

cIrq  a l-Z a b y a ,58 w h ic h , a s  w a s  s e e n  in  C h a p te r  2 ,59 is  a lso  th e  p la c e  

w h e re  M o se s  an d  th e  C h ild re n  o f  Is ra e l a re  sa id  to  h a v e  p ray ed  o n  th e ir  

w ay  to  M e c c a . T h e  d e s c r ip t io n s  o f  th is  c o u n c il  y e t a g a in  c o n ta in  th e  

s a m e  a llu s io n  to  th e  Q u r3an ic  re fu sa l o f  th e  C h ild re n  o f  Is ra e l to  g o  to  

w ar, w h ich  is lik e w ise  d e s ig n e d  to  m a rk  th e  c o n tra s t b e tw e e n  th e  s in fu l 

Is ra e lite s  an d  th e  d e v o te d  M u slim s.

In  th e  s to ry  o f  th e  c a m p a ig n  o f  B ad r, a s  re c o rd e d  in  th e  c o m p ila tio n s  

o f  Ib n  Ish a q 60 a n d  a l-W a q id l ,61 th e  P ro p h e t se ts  o u t fro m  M ed in a  o n  h is  

w ay  to  a tta c k  a  M e c c a n  c a ra v a n  c o m in g  fro m  S y ria , b u t d u e  to  n e w s  he 

re c e iv e s  (fro m  h is  sp ie s )  a b o u t a rm e d  fo rces  h a v in g  c o m e  fro m  M e c c a  to  

d e fe n d  th e  c a ra v a n , h e  h a lts  o n  h is  w ay  an d  a sk s  h is  m e n  to  a d v ise  h im . 

A bu  B a k r  sp e a k s  firs t, th e n  cU m ar, an d  it is s ta te d  th a t th e y  h av e  sp o k en  

w e ll, w h ic h  s e e m s  to  m e a n  th a t th e y  h a v e  su p p o r te d  th e  id e a  to  g o  to  

battle .

In  a l-H u d a y b iy y a , cU m a r  ib n  a l-K h a tta b  is  n o t m e n tio n e d  as  ta k in g  

p a r t in  th e  w a r  c o u n c il, a n d  h is  a b se n c e  a c c o rd s  w ith  h is  m ilita n t d is p o 

s i t io n  a n d  a l le g e d  o p p o s i t io n  to  th e  f in a l a g re e m e n t.  In  th e  p re s e n t 

c o n tex t, h o w e v e r , h is  n a m e  is c o u p le d  w ith  th a t o f  A bu  B a k r  an d  b o th  act 

as  M u h a m m a d ’s s e n io r  C o m p a n io n s , w ith  w h o se  a d v ic e  th e  P ro p h e t is 

p e rfe c tly  p le a se d . T h e re  a re , in  fa c t, n u m e ro u s  o th e r  tra d itio n s  in  w h ich  

b o th  A b u  B a k r  an d  cU m a r  a re  p ra is e d  as  M u h a m m a d ’s b e s t a d v is e rs .62 

M o s t n o te w o r th y  a re  th e  t r a d i t io n s  s ta t in g  th a t  Q u r 3an  3 :5 9 , w h ic h  

re q u e s ts  th e  Q u r3a n ic  p ro p h e t to  c o n s u lt th e  b e lie v e rs , re fe rs  to  th is  p a ir  

o f  C o m p a n io n s .63

T it le  F a r u q ” , 4 9 - 5 0 .

58 S a m h u d i ,  I I I , 1 0 0 9 .

59 A b o v e , 3 8 .

60 Ib n  H is h a m , II , 2 6 6 - 6 7 .  S e e  a l s o  T a b a r i ,  T a r i k h , I I , 4 3 4  ( I ,  1 3 0 0 ).

61 W a q id i ,  M a g h a z i ,  I, 4 8 ^ 1 9 .  A n d  s e e  a ls o  B a la d h u r i ,  A s h r a f ,  I, 3 5 1 .

62 E .g . A h m a d , M u s n a d , IV , 2 2 7 ; Ib n  K a th ir ,  T a fs ir ,  I, 4 2 0  (A h m a d ) .

63 S e e  th e  t r a d i t io n  o f  a l - K a lb i  ( M u h a m m a d  ib n  a l - S a ’ ib , K u f a n ,  d . A H  1 4 6 ) <— A b u  

S a l ih  (B a d h a m , a  m a w la  o f  U m m  H a n i3) , in  Ib n  K a th ir ,  T a fs ir ,  I, 4 2 0 ;  S u y u t i ,  D u r r ,  II , 

9 0  (M u s ta d r a k ). A n d  s e e  a l s o  th e  t r a d i t io n  o f  cA m r  ib n  D in a r  ( M e c c a n ,  d . A H  1 2 6 ) <— 

Ib n  cA b b a s :  B a y h a q i ,  S u n a n ,  X , 1 0 9 ; Ib n  K a th i r ,  T a fs ir ,  I, 4 2 0  (M u s ta d r a k ); S u y u t i ,  

D u r r ,  II , 9 0  (M u s ta d r a k  a n d  B a y h a q i ,  S u n a n ) .
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H o w e v e r , A b u  B a k r  an d  cU m a r  a re  n o t a lo n e  h e re . A s in  th e  s to ry  o f  

a l-H u d a y b iy y a , a n o th e r  C o m p a n io n  sp e a k s , a n d  h e  is a g a in  th e  M u h a jir  

a l-M iq d a d  ib n  a l-A sw a d . T o  m a k e  h is  p o in t ,  h e  re p e a ts  th e  Q u r ’an ic  

re sp o n se  o f  th e  C h ild re n  o f  Is rae l in  th e  sam e  re v ise d  m a n n e r  as  h e  d o e s  

in  th e  s to ry  o f  a l-H u d a y b iy y a . T h e  P ro p h e t is e x tre m e ly  p le a se d  w ith  h is 

w o rd s , an d  p ra y s  fo r  h im . T h u s , th e  c a m p a ig n  o f  B a d r  h a s  g a in e d  a  lin k  

to  th e  Is ra e lite  E x o d u s , b u t th is  lin k  is ag a in  b a se d  on  a  c o n tra s t b e tw e e n  

s in fu l— a n d  h e n c e  in fe r io r— Is ra e li te s , an d  d e v o te d — a n d  h e n c e  s u p e 

r io r— A rabs.

H o w e v e r, th is  is n o t th e  e n d  o f  th e  v e rs io n . A f te r  a l-M iq d a d , th e  A n 

s a r  a re  a sk e d  to  c la r ify  th e ir  s ta n d p o in t, w h ic h  is e s s e n tia l b e c a u se  th ey  

h a v e  g iv e n  M u h a m m a d  s h e lte r  in  th e ir  o w n  to w n  an d  m ig h t th e re fo re  

re fu s e  to  jo in  h im  in  b a t t le  o u ts id e  M e d in a n  te r r i to ry .  T h e ir  le a d e r , 

h o w e v e r, e x p re s se s  h is  to ta l su p p o rt, an d  is w illin g  to  jo in  th e  P ro p h e t in 

w a r  a n y w h e re , e v e n  fa r  a w a y  fro m  th e ir  o w n  ab o d e . T h e  n a m e  o f  th e  A n- 

sa ri le a d e r  is th is  t im e  d if fe re n t,  n o t U sa y d , as  in  a l-H u d a y b iy y a , b u t 

ra th e r  h is  fe llo w  tr ib e sm a n , S a cd  ib n  M u cad h . T h e  la tte r  is re m e m b e re d  

as  a m a rty r  w h o  w as  m o rta lly  w o u n d e d  d u rin g  th e  b a ttle  o f  the  K h a n d a q , 

w h ic h  e x p la in s  w h y  th e  ro le  o f  e x p re s s in g  u n l im ite d  d e v o tio n  to  th e  

Is lam ic  h o ly  w a r  o n  b e h a lf  o f  th e  A n sa r  w as  a s s ig n e d  to  h im  as w e ll. T h e  

P ro p h e t is p le a se d  w ith  th e  A n sa r ’s reac tio n .

T h e re  a re  m o re  v e rs io n s  o f  th e  e p iso d e  a t B ad r, in w h ic h  th e  h o n o u r  

o f  r e v is in g  th e  Q u r3a n ic  re sp o n se  o f  th e  d is o b e y in g  Is ra e li te s  re m a in s  

w ith  a l-M iq d a d , b u t th e  ro le  o f  th e  M u h a jiru n , fo r  w h o m  he sp e a k s , is 

m a g n if ie d  a t th e  e x p e n se  o f  th e  A n sa r. O n e  o f  th e  tra d itio n s  o f  th is  k in d  

is tra c e d  b a c k  to  th e  A n sa ri C o m p a n io n  A b u  A y y u b , a  w e ll-k n o w n  w a r 

r io r  w h o  d ie d  in  b a ttle  a t C o n s ta n tin o p le . H e  is m a d e  to  te ll th e  s to ry  in 

th e  f irs t p e rso n , in  su c h  a  m a n n e r  as  to  p la c e  th e  A n sa r  in  a n  u n fla tte r in g  

lig h t. T h e  tra d i t io n  w a s  p re s e rv e d  b y  a l-T a b a ra n i (d . a h  3 6 0 ) .64 A b u  

A y y u b  re la te s  th a t th e  P ro p h e t s u m m o n e d  th e  A n sa r  to  jo in  h im  in  th e  

ra id  o n  th e  M e c c a n  c a ra v a n , a n d  th e y  c a m e  a lo n g . H o w e v e r , w h e n  th e y

64 T h e  is n a d :  I b n  L a h i ca , cA b d a l l a h  ( E g y p t ia n ,  d .  A H  1 7 4 )  <— Y a z id  ib n  A b i H a b ib  

( E g y p t i a n ,  d . A H  1 2 8 ) <— A s la m  ib n  Y a z id  A b u  cI m ra n  a l- T u j ib i  (E g y p t ia n )  <— A b u  A y 

y u b . S e e  T a b a r a n i ,  K a h ir ,  IV , n o . 4 0 5 6 .  S e e  a ls o  Ib n  K a th ir ,  T a fs i r , I I , 2 8 7  (o n  Q u r ’a n  

8 :5 ) ; id e m , B id a y a ,  I I I , 2 6 3 - 6 4  ( f r o m  th e  T a fs ir  o f  Ib n  M a r d a w a y h i ) .
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fo u n d  o u t th a t  th e  M e c c a n s  h a d  d is c o v e re d  th e ir  p la n s , a n d  w h e n  th e  

P ro p h e t a s k e d  fo r  th e ir  a d v ic e , th e  A n sa r  sa id : “ B y  G o d , w e  h a v e  n o  

p o w e r  to  d o  b a ttle  w ith  th e  fo e , w e  h a v e  o n ly  se t o u t fo r  th e  [u n arm e d ] 

c a ra v a n ” . T h e  P ro p h e t a s k e d  th e m  a g a in , an d  th e y  re p e a te d  th e ir  re fu sa l 

to  fig h t. T h e n  a l-M iq d a d  sp o k e , s a y in g : “ W e  w ill n o t te ll y o u  w h a t th e  

P e o p le  o f  M o se s  to ld  h im : ‘G o  fo rth , y o u  a n d  y o u r  L o rd , a n d  d o  b a ttle ; 

w e  w ill b e  s itt in g  h e re ” . U p o n  h e a rin g  th is , th e  A n sa r  b e c a m e  a sh a m e d  o f  

th e m se lv e s , an d  w ish e d  th e y  h a d  sp o k e n  th e  w o rd s  o f  a l-M iq d a d .

In  th is  sp e c if ic  s e tt in g  o f  th e  e p iso d e , a  c o n tra s t  is  im p lie d  n o t o n ly  

b e tw e e n  fa ith fu l A ra b s  a n d  in s u b o rd in a te  I s ra e li te s , b u t a lso  b e tw e e n  

M u h a jiru n  a n d  A n sa r . W h ile  th e  M u h a jiru n  a g re e  to  f ig h t,  th e  A n sa r  

re fu se , w h ic h  p u ts  th e m  o n  a  p a r  w ith  th e  Is ra e lite s  an d  e x c lu d e s  th e m  fo r 

th e  m o m e n t fro m  th e  c h o se n  c o m m u n ity .

T h e  tra d itio n  o f  A b u  A y y u b  a p p e a rs  in  th e  T a fs ir  o f  Ib n  A b i H a tim  

(d . a h  3 2 7 ), in  h is  c o m m e n ta ry  o n  S u ra t a l-A n fa l ( 8 ) :5 -7 .65 T h is  p a ssa g e  

say s  th a t so m e  o f  th e  b e lie v e rs  sh o w e d  re lu c ta n c e  w h e n  G o d  b ro u g h t th e  

P ro p h e t o u t o f  h is  h o m e  a n d  d isp u te d  w ith  h im  a b o u t th e  tru th , w ish in g  

th a t th e  sh a re  w ith  n o  “ s tin g ” (s h a w k a ) s h o u ld  b e  th e irs . T h e  c o m m e n ta 

to rs  h av e  l in k e d  th is  p a s sa g e  to  th e  d ile m m a  o f  B a d r, a n d  Ib n  A b i H a tim  

h a s  a d d u c e d  th e  tra d i t io n  o f  A b u  A y y u b  to  e x p la in  w h ic h  p a r ty  o f  th e  

fa ith fu l A rab : w as th e  r e lu c ta n t  o n e . In  th e  p re s e n t c a se , th e y  a re  th e  

A n sa r.

T h e re  a re  m o re  tra d itio n s  in  w h ic h  th e  c o n tra s t b e tw e e n  A ra b s  a n d  Is 

ra e lite s  a p p lie s  to  th e  M u h a jiru n  a lo n e , to  th e  e x c lu s io n  o f  th e  d is o b e d i 

e n t A n sa r. T h e  fo llo w in g  tra d itio n  fo c u se s  in  o n  a l-M iq d a d , le a v in g  a s id e  

a ll o th e r  C o m p a n io n s . A l-M iq d a d ’s lin e s  a re  e le v a te d  h e re  to  th e  h ig h e s t 

ran k  o f  d e v o tio n  a n d  fa ith fu ln e s s  to  th e  v a lu e  o f  j ih a d .  T h e  tra d itio n  h as  

a n  is n a d  re a c h in g  b a c k  to  th e  C o m p a n io n  c A b d a lla h  ib n  M a s cu d  (M ed i-  

n a n /K u fan , d . A H  3 2 ) ,66 w h o  d e c la re s :

65 Ib n  A b i H a t im ,  V , 1 6 5 9  (n o .  8 8 0 5 ) .  Q u o te d  f r o m  Ib n  A b i H a t im  in  F a th  a l - b a r i ,  

V I I ,  2 2 4 .

66 T h e  i s n a d : M u k h a r iq  ib n  c A b d a l l a h  ( K h a l i f a )  ib n  J a b i r  ( K u f a n )  <— T a r iq  ib n  

S h ih a b  ( K u fa n ,  d .  A H  8 2 )  <— Ib n  M a s cu d . T h e r e  is  a l s o  a  le s s  c u r r e n t  is n a d :  cI m r a n  ib n  

Z a b y a n  (K u fa n ,  d . A H  1 5 7 ) <— A b u  Y a h y a  H a k im  ib n  S a cd  ( K u f a n )  <— Ib n  M a s cu d . F o r  

th e  tr a d i t io n  w ith  th e  la t te r  i s n a d , s e e  T a b a r a n i ,  K a b ir ,  X , n o . 1 0 5 0 2 .
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I h a v e  w i tn e s s e d  a  v a l i a n t  p e r f o r m a n c e  (m a s h h a d ) o f  a l - M iq d a d ,  a n d  to  h a v e  th e  

s a m e  d e e d  to  m y  o w n  c r e d i t  w o u ld  b e  d e a r e r  to  m e  th a n  a n y th in g  e l s e  e q u a l  to  

it . H e  a p p r o a c h e d  th e  P r o p h e t  w h e n  th e  l a t t e r  w a s  a s k in g  G o d  to  d e f e a t  th e  

p o ly th e i s t s ,  a n d  s a id :  “ O h  p r o p h e t  o f  G o d ,  b y  G o d ,  w e  s h a l l  n o t  te l l  y o u  w h a t  

th e  C h i ld r e n  o f  I s r a e l  to ld  th e i r  p r o p h e t :  ‘G o  f o r th ,  y o u  a n d  y o u r  L o rd ,  a n d  d o  

b a t t le ;  w e  w ill  b e  s i t t in g  h e r e ’ . N a y ,  w e  w il l  f i g h t  in  f r o n t  o f  y o u ,  b e h in d  y o u , o n  

y o u r  r ig h t  a n d  o n  y o u r  l e f t” . I s a w  th e  P r o p h e t ’s  f a c e  b r ig h te n  w ith  jo y .

T h is  v e rs io n  g a in e d  w id e  c irc u la tio n  an d  w as  re c o rd e d  b y  Ib n  A b i cA sim  

(d . A H  2 8 7 ) in  a  c h a p te r  e n title d : “ A b o u t th e  p e rs e v e ra n c e  o f  th e  p e o p le  

w ith  th e ir  le a d e r  u n d e r  an y  s ta te  o f  tr ia l” .67 T h e  tra d itio n  re c u rs  in  v a rio u s  

h is to r io g ra p h ic a l a n d  b io g ra p h ic a l c o m p ila tio n s ,68 a n d  w a s  in c lu d e d  by  

a l-B u k h a r i in  a  c h a p te r  a b o u t B a d r  69 In  a n o th e r  v e rs io n  w ith  th e  sam e  

isn a d ,  th e  n a m e  o f  B a d r  is e x p l ic i t ly  m e n tio n e d , b u t th e  a d m irin g  c o m 

m e n t o f  Ib n  M a s cu d  is m is s in g .70 T h e re  is a lso  a  v e rs io n  in  w h ic h  th e  

n a m e  o f  Ib n  M a scu d  is m is s in g  fro m  th e  i s n a d  as  w e ll (m u r s a l).71 T h e se  

tw o  v e rs io n s  re c u r  in  th e  c o m m e n ta r ie s  o n  Q u r3an  5 :2 4 .72

In  c o n tra s t  to  th e  tra d i t io n s  s u rv e y e d  th u s  fa r , th e re  a re  tra d itio n s  p e r 

ta in in g  to  th e  c o u n c il o f  w a r  a t B a d r  in  w h ic h  th e  h o n o u r  o f  th e  A n sa r  is 

re s to re d  a t th e  e x p e n se  o f  th e  M u h a jiru n . T h e s e  tra d itio n s  c le a r ly  re f le c t 

A n sa ri a p o lo g e tic s , a s  th e y  try  h a rd  to  h ig h l ig h t th e  ro le  o f  th e  A n sa r  in  

th e  c o lle c tiv e  Is la m ic  w a rlik e  e x e r tio n s . It is m a in ta in e d  h e re  th a t th e  A n 

s a r  n o t o n ly  p ro v id e d  M u h a m m a d  w ith  s h e lte r  in  th e ir  h o m e to w n , b u t 

w e re  a lso  re a d y  to  s u p p o r t h im  a n y w h e re  o u ts id e  M e d in a n  te rr i to ry , in 

c o n tra s t to  th e  M u h a jiru n , w h o  w e re  re lu c ta n t to  jo in  h im  in  b a ttle . T h is  

is a c h ie v e d  c h ie f ly  by  c h a n g in g  th e  o rd e r  o f  th e  sp e a k e rs  in  th e  co u n c il o f  

w ar.

67 Ib n  A b i ‘ A s im ,  J ih a d ,  II , n o . 2 2 1 .

68 T a b a r i ,  T a r ik h ,  I I ,  4 3 4  ( I ,  1 3 0 0 ) ;  A h m a d ,  M u s n a d ,  I , 3 8 9 - 9 0 ,  4 2 8 ;  B a y h a q i ,  

D a la ’ il, I I I , 4 5 ^ * 6 .

69 B u k h a r i ,  S a h ih ,  V , 9 3  (6 4 :4 ) .  A n d  s e e  M u s ta d r a k , I I I ,  3 4 9  (M a cr i fa t  a l- s a h a b a ) .

70 Ib n  A b i cA s im , J ih a d ,  I I , n o . 2 2 0 ; B u k h a r i ,  S a h ih ,  V I , 6 4 - 6 5  (6 5 ,  s u r a  5 ) ;  N a s a ^ i , 

K u b r a ,  V I , n o . 1 1 1 4 0 ( 8 2 :1 1 4 ) .

71 A h m a d , M u s n a d , IV , 3 1 4 .

72 T a b a r i ,  T a fs ir ,  V I , 1 1 5 ; W a h id i ,  W a s it ,  I I , 17 4 ; Ib n  K a th ir ,  T a fs ir ,  II , 3 9 .
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S o m e  o f  th e se  p ro -A n sa r  v e rs io n s  a p p e a r  in  th e  c o m m e n ta r ie s  on  the  

a b o v e -m e n tio n e d  p a ssa g e  o f  S u ra t a l-A n fa l (8 ) :5 -7 .  In  so m e  o f  th e m , th e  

A n sa r  a re  th o se  w h o  s u p p o r t  th e  m ilita ry  o p tio n . T h is  is th e  c a se  in  th e  

v e rs io n  o f  th e  e x e g e te  a l-S u d d i, in  w h ic h  th e  A n sa ri le a d e r  S a cd ib n  M u - 

cad h  is th e  f irs t to  e x p re s s  u tte r  s u p p o r t fo r  th e  m ilita ry  o p tio n , w h e re a s  

A b u  B ak r, w h o  sp e a k s  b e fo re  h im , o n ly  re c o m m e n d s  to  ra id  th e  c a ra v a n , 

n o t th e  a rm e d  tro o p s . A l-M iq d a d , to o , e n d o rse s  th e  m ilita ry  o p tio n , an d  

a g a in  re p e a ts  th e  re v is e d  Q u r°a n ic  r e s p o n s e  o f  th e  C h ild re n  o f  Is ra e l. 

H o w e v e r , h e  m a k e s  h is  s ta te m e n t o n ly  a f te r  S a cd  ib n  M u ca d h , w h ic h  

d im in ish e s  th e  s ig n if ic a n c e  o f  h is  c o n trib u tio n . T h e  P ro p h e t is, o f  c o u rse , 

p le a se d  w ith  th e  m ilita n t a d v ic e  m o re  th a n  h e  is w ith  th a t o f  A bu  B a k r .73

In  th e  c o m m e n ta ry  o f  M u q a ti l  o n  th e  sa m e  p a s s a g e ,74 th e  P ro p h e t 

c o n su lts  th e  M u s lim s  c o n c e rn in g  “ o n e  o f  th e  tw o  p a r t ie s ” p ro m ise d  by 

G o d , a n d  th e  M u s lim s  s u g g e s t th a t th e y  d e a l w ith  th e  c a ra v a n , a n d  n o t 

f ig h t th e  a rm e d  fo rc e s . N o w  th e  P ro p h e t re p e a ts  th e  s a m e  q u e s tio n  an d  

th e  s a m e  p la n  is su g g e s te d  b y  th e  M u s lim s , b u t th e n  S a cd  ib n  cU b a d a , a 

le a d e r  o f  th e  A n sa r, s p e a k s  a n d  e x p re s se s  th e  A n s a r ’s u tte r  re a d in e s s  to  

d o  w h a te v e r  th e  P ro p h e t see s  fit , e v e n  to  fo llo w  h im  as  fa r  as A d en . T h e  

P ro p h e t is h a p p y  w ith  th is  re sp o n se . T h e  la s t to  sp e a k  is th e  M u h a jir  al- 

M iq d a d , w h o  c o n f irm s  th a t h e  w ill jo in  th e  P ro p h e t. T h e  a llu s io n  to  th e  

Q u r ia n ic  Is ra e lite  v e rse  is m is s in g  fro m  h is  w o rd s , w h ic h  re n d e rs  a l-M iq - 

d a d ’s b e la te d  re sp o n se  c o m p le te ly  in s ig n if ic a n t.

In  th is  s p e c if ic  v e rs io n  o f  M u q a til ,  th e  n a m e  o f  th e  A n sa ri le a d e r  is 

s lig h tly  d iffe re n t, n o t S a cd  ib n  M u ca d h , b u t ra th e r  S a cd  ib n  cU b a d a . T h e  

la tte r  b e lo n g e d  to  th e  K h a z ra j, an d  n o t to  th e  A w s as  th e  fo rm er, a n d  a f te r  

th e  d e a th  o f  th e  P ro p h e t, h e  se tt le d  in  D a m a sc u s  w h e re  h e  d ie d . T h e  o c 

c u rre n c e  o f  h is  n a m e  in  o u r  s to ry  is s ig n if ic a n t b e c a u se  so m e  a u th o ritie s  

h a v e  c la im e d  th a t h e  n e v e r  w itn e sse d  th e  b a ttle  o f  B a d r .75 H o w e v e r, s in ce  

h e  is re m e m b e re d  as  h a v in g  ta k e n  p a r t in  all o th e r  b a ttle s  o f  th e  P ro p h e t, 

d u r in g  w h ic h  h e  w a s  th e  b e a re r  o f  th e  s ta n d a rd  o f  th e  A n sa r ,76 h is  n am e

73 T a b a r i ,  T a fs ir ,  IX , 1 2 4 - 2 5  ( o n  Q u r ’ a n  8 :5 ) .  T h e  is n a d :  A s b a t  ( K u f a n ,  d .  AH 2 0 0 )  

<— a l- S u d d i .

74 M u q a t i l ,  II , 1 0 0 - 1 0 1 .

75 S e e  Ib n  'A s a k i r  (M u k h ta s a r ), IX , 2 3 6 .

76 I b id . ,  2 3 8 .
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c o u ld  e a s ily  re p la c e  th a t o f  S a cd  ib n  M u ca d h  in  B ad r. In  fac t, th e se  tw o  

p e rso n s  w e re  k n o w n  a s  a l-S a °d a n  (“ th e  tw o  S a cd s ” ), w h ic h  m e a n s  th a t 

th e ir  n am es  w e re  in te rc h a n g e a b le .

In  a n o th e r  tra d itio n  o f  th is  p ro -A n sa r i g ro u p , th e  n a m e  o f  a l-M iq d a d  

is e n tire ly  o m itte d  fro m  th e  c o u n c il o f  w a r , a n d  so  to o  is th e  a llu s io n  to  

th e  c o w a rd ly  Is ra e lite  re a c tio n  o f  Q u r3an  5 :2 4 . M o re o v e r , th e  re s t  o f  th e  

M u h a jiru n — n a m e ly , A b u  B a k r  an d  cU m a r— are  to ld  b y  th e  P ro p h e t to  b e  

se a te d , w h ic h  m e a n s  th a t h e  is e i th e r  u n in te re s te d  in  o r  d is s a tis f ie d  w ith  

th e ir  a d v ic e . O n ly  th e  a d v ic e  o f  th e  A n sa r i le a d e r , S a cd  ib n  cU b a d a , is 

q u o te d  v e rb a tim  b y  th e  n a rra to r . S a cd  e x p re s se s  h is  re a d in e s s  to  fo llo w  

th e  P ro p h e t in  h is  b a ttle  to  th e  re m o te s t  o f  p la c e s . T h is  v e rs io n , w h ich  

w as  re c o rd e d  b y  cA b d  a l-R a z z a q , is tra c e d  b a c k  to  ° Ik rim a , Ib n  cA b b a s ’ 

m a w la  (M e d in a n , d . a h  1 0 5 ).77 A  s im ila r  se ttin g  o f  th e  e v e n ts  is p ro v id e d  

in  a  tra d itio n  tra c e d  b a c k  to  A n a s  ib n  M a lik ,78 w h ic h  w a s  re c o rd e d  in 

se v e ra l h a d ith  c o m p ila tio n s .79

In  fu r th e r  v e rs io n s , th e  a llu s io n  to  th e  Q u rDan ic  C h ild re n  o f  Is ra e l re 

a p p e a rs , b u t a l-M iq d a d  re m a in s  a b s e n t,80 a n d  th e  ro le  o f  r e p e a tin g  its  

re v is e d  v e rs io n  h as  b een  tra n s fe rre d  to  th e  A n sa r. W ith  th is  c h a n g e , th e  

p ro c e s s  o f  sh if tin g  th e  g lo ry  fro m  th e  M u h a jiru n  to  th e  A n sa r  h as  b een  

c o m p le te d . T h e  m o s t e x p l ic i t  t ra d i t io n  o f  th is  k in d  is th e  o n e  w ith  th e  

isn a d :  M u h a m m a d  ib n  cA m r ib n  cA lq a m a  (M e d in a n , d . a h  144) <- h is 

fa th e r  cA lq a m a  ib n  W a q q a s  a l-L a y th i (M e d in a n ) , a s  re c o rd e d  in  th e  M u -  

s a n n a f  o f  Ib n  A b i S h a y b a .81 A b u  B a k r  a n d  cU m a r  e x p re s s  a n  in s ig n if i 

c a n t  a d v ic e  in  w h ic h  th e y  m e re ly  re fe r  to  th e  lo c a tio n  o f  th e  M e c c a n s ,

77 T h e  is n a d :  M a cm a r  ib n  R a s h id  ( B a s r a n /Y e m e n i ,  d .  A H  1 5 4 )  <— A y y u b  a l - S a k h -  

t iy a n i  ( B a s r a n ,  d . A H  1 3 1 )  <— c lk r im a .  S e e  c A b d  a l - R a z z a q ,  M u s a n n a f ,  V , 3 5 0  (n o .  

9 7 2 7 ) .

78 T h e  isn a d :  H a m m a d  ib n  S a la m a  ( B a s r a n ,  d . A H  1 6 7 ) <— T h a b i t  a l - B u n a n i  ( B a s r a n ,  

d . A H  1 2 3 ) <r- A n a s .

79 Ib n  A b i S h a y b a ,  X I V , 3 7 7 - 7 8  (n o .  1 8 5 5 5 ) ;  M u s l im ,  V , 1 7 0  ( 3 2 ,  B a b  g h a z w a t  

B a d r ) :  Ib n  H ib b a n ,  S a h ih , X I , n o .  4 7 2 2 .  A n d  s e e  a l s o  A h m a d ,  M u s n a d , I I I ,  2 5 7 - 5 8 ;  

B a y h a q i ,  D a W i l ,  I I I ,  4 7 .

80 B u t  s e e  A h m a d ,  M u s n a d ,  I I I ,  2 1 9 , w h e r e  S a cd ’s  n a m e  is  r e p l a c e d  b y  th a t  o f  a l-  

M iq d a d , a s  th e  A n s a r ’s  ( ! )  s p o k e s m a n ,  in  th e  t r a d i t io n  o f  A n a s .

81 Ib n  A b i S h a y b a ,  X I V , 3 5 5  (n o .  1 8 5 0 7 ) . A n d  s e e  a l s o  Ib n  K a th i r ,  B id a y a ,  I I I , 2 6 4  

( f ro m  Ib n  M a r d a w a y h i ) ;  id e m , T a fs ir ,  I I , 2 8 7  (o n  Q u r ’a n  8 :5 - 7 ) .
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w h e re a s  th e  A n sa r i le a d e r , w h o  th is  tim e  is  S a cd  ib n  M u cad h , ex p lic itly  

re c o m m e n d s  a  m ili ta ry  c o n f ro n ta tio n .  H e  s a y s : “ W e  a re  n o t lik e  th e  

Is rae lite s  w h o  sa id  to  M o ses: ‘G o  y o u  an d  y o u r  L o rd  an d  d o  b a t t l e . . . . ” 

T h e re  is o n e  m o re  tra d itio n  w ith  a  s im ila r  g is t, w h ic h  is a g a in  tra c e d  

b ack  to  A n a s  ib n  M a lik .82 H e re , h o w e v e r , th e  A n sa r  sp e a k  c o lle c tiv e ly , 

a n d  n o  in d iv id u a l sp o k e sm a n  is m e n tio n e d  b y  n a m e . T h e  a d v ic e  o f  A b u  

B a k r  an d  cU m ar, w h o  sp e a k  firs t, re m a in s  u n sp e c if ie d . T h e  tra d itio n  w as 

re c o rd e d  by  Ib n  A b i cA sim , a n d  re c u rs  in  so m e  h a d ith  c o m p ila tio n s , as  

w ell a s  in  c o m m e n ta r ie s  o n  Q u r3a n  5 :2 4 .83

F in a lly , th e re  is a  v e rs io n  w h ic h  r ise s  a b o v e  in n e r  Is la m ic  c o n flic ts ; 

h e re  th e  c o n tra s t b e tw e e n  th e  Q u r3an ic  C h ild re n  o f  Is ra e l a n d  th e  fa ith fu l 

A ra b s  is e x p re s s e d  c o l le c t iv e ly  o n  b e h a lf  o f  th e  e n t ire  c o m m u n ity  o f  

b e lie v e rs . T h e  C o m p a n io n  cU tb a  ib n  cA b d  a l-S u la m i (H im s i C o m p a n io n , 

d . a h  87), w h o  is re n o w n e d  as  an  o u ts ta n d in g  w a rr io r , is re p o r te d  to  h av e  

re c o u n te d  th a t w h e n  th e  P ro p h e t o rd e re d  th e  M u s lim s  to  w a g e  w a r  o n  th e  

in fid e ls , th e y  s a id :84

O h  p r o p h e t  o f  G o d ,  in  th a t  c a s e  w e  s h a l l  n o t  te l l  y o u  w h a t  th e  C h i ld r e n  o f  I s ra e l  

s a id :  “ G o  fo r th ,  y o u  a n d  y o u r  L o rd ,  a n d  d o  b a t t le ;  w e  w il l  b e  s i t t in g  h e r e ” . N a y  

[w e  s a y ] :  “ G o  f o r th  y o u  a n d  y o u r  L o rd  a n d  d o  b a t t le .  W e  w il l  b e  f i g h t in g  w ith  

y o u ” .

T h e  e n tire  A ra b ia n  u m m a  a s  o n e  c o l le c t iv e  g ro u p  c o n s ti tu te s  h e re  th e  

n ew  c h o se n  c o m m u n ity  th a t re p la c e s  th e  C h ild re n  o f  Israe l.

I n te r lu d e :  th e  S h i ci O u t lo o k

T h e  fo re g o in g  c h a p te rs  h a v e  e x p o s e d  tw o  b a s ic  tre n d s  in  th e  Is la m ic  

a t t i tu d e  to w a rd s  th e  C h ild re n  o f  Is ra e l, o n e  o f  w h ic h  fo c u s e d  o n  th e ir

82 T h e  is n a d :  H u m a y d  a l - T a w i l  ( B a s r a n ,  d . AH 1 4 2 ) <— A n a s .

83 Ib n  A b i cA s im , J ih a d ,  n o .  2 2 2 ;  N a s a ’ i, K u b r a ,  V , n o .  8 5 8 0  ( 7 8 :1 ) ;  V I, n o .  11 1 4 1  

( 8 2 :1 1 4 ) ;  Ib n  H ib b a n ,  S a h ih ,  X I ,  n o . 4 7 2 1 ;  B a y h a q i ,  S u n a n ,  X ,  1 0 9 ; W a h id i ,  W a s i t ,  II , 

1 7 4 - 7 5  (o n  5 :2 4 ) ;  Ib n  K a th i r ,  T a fs ir ,  I I ,  3 9  (o n  5 :2 4 ) .  S e e  a l s o  A h m a d ,  M u s n a d ,  I I I ,  

1 0 5 , 188 ; A b u  Y a cla , V I , n o s .  3 7 6 6 , 3 8 0 3 .

84 T h e  is n a d :  a l - H a s a n  ib n  A y y u b  a l - H a d r a m i  <— cA b d a l la h  ib n  N a s i j  a l - H a d r a m i  <— 

c U tb a  ib n  cA b d .  S e e  A h m a d ,  M u s n a d ,  IV , 18 3 ; T a b a r a n i ,  K a b i r ,  X V I I ,  n o .  3 0 6 ;  Ib n  

K a th ir ,  T a fs ir ,  I I , 3 9  (o n  Q u r ’a n  5 :2 4 ) .
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v ir tu o u s  m e ss ia n ic  im a g e , an d  th e  o th e r , o n  th e ir  s in fu l Q u r3a n ic  im ag e . 

B o th  tre n d s  a re  a lso  d is c e rn ib le  am o n g  th e  S h icis. T h e  m e ss ia n ic  a sp e c t, 

w h ic h  in  th e  S u n n i c o n te x t w as  d e s ig n e d  to  le g itim ise  th e  A ra b  c o n q u e s t 

o f  th e  P ro m ise d  L a n d  (C h a p te r  1), is u se d  in  th e  S h ici c o n te x t to  a n c h o r  

th e  s ta tu s  o f  th e  S h icis an d  th e ir  im a m s  in  a  p re d e s tin e d  B ib lic a l sch em e .

B ro ad ly  sp e a k in g , th e  S h icis h a v e  tu rn e d  th e  p ro p h e ts  in to  p ro to ty p e s  

o f  th e  S h icis, a n d  S h ici so u rc e s  c o n ta in  n u m e ro u s  tra d itio n s  e la b o ra tin g  

o n  th e  p a ra l le l is m  b e tw e e n  p ro p h e ts  a n d  im am s.*5 B ib lic a l p ro p h e c ie s , 

w h ic h  in  th e  S u n n i sp h e re  w e re  in te rp re te d  as  p re d ic tin g  th e  e m e rg e n c e  

o f  M u h a m m a d  a n d  h is  fo llo w e rs , h a v e  b e e n  re p ro d u c e d  in  S h ici so u rc e s  

w h e re  th e y  h a v e  b e c o m e  v is io n s  a b o u t cA li a n d  th e  im am s.*6 T h is  a lso  

co m e s  o u t in  tra d itio n s  d ra w in g  o n  m a te r ia l seen  in  th e  p re v io u s  c h ap te rs . 

E le m e n ts  f ro m  K a cb ’s B ib lic a l d e s c r ip t io n  o f  th e  I s la m ic  u m m a  a s  r e 

c i te d  to  °U m a r re a p p e a r  in  a  c le a r  S h i° i c o n te x t.  T h e y  e m e rg e  in  a  d e 

s c r ip tio n  o f  th e  S h icis as g iv e n  by  c A li to  h is  m a w la ,  th e  S y ria n  N a w f  ibn  

F u d a la  a l-B a k a li (d . ca. a h  90 - 100), w h o  w as  a  so n  o f  K a °b  a l-A h b a r ’s 

w ife  b y  a n o th e r  m a r r i a g e .cA li say s  a m o n g  o th e r  th in g s  th a t th e  S h icis a re  

“ d e v o u t (ru h h a n ) a t n ig h t a n d  lio n s  a t d a y lig h t. W h e n  n ig h t c o m e s , th e y  

w e a r  lo in c lo th s” , an d  so  o n .87 T h is  is th e  e x a c t B ib lic a l d e sc r ip tio n  o f  th e  

Is la m ic  u m m a  a s  c o n v e y e d  by  K a cb .88

T h e  th e m e  o f  th e  L o s t T r ib e s  w a s  e sp e c ia lly  re le v a n t to  th e  S h ici 

n o tio n  o f  th e  c o n c e a lm e n t (g h a y b a ) o f  th e  im a m s, a n d  in  th is  c o n te x t 

S h ici tra d itio n  e s ta b lish e s  a  d ire c t lin k  b e tw e e n  th e  im a m s  an d  th e  h id d e n  

I s ra e li te s . S u c h  a  lin k  is r e v e a le d  in  a  le g e n d  to ld  by  th e  f if th  im a m  

M u h a m m a d  ib n  0 A ll a l-B a q ir  (M e d in a n , d . a h  114). H e u se d  to  te ll th a t 

h e  k n e w  a  m a n  in  M e d in a  w h o  o n e  n ig h t h a d  g o n e  o u t e a s tw a rd , m e t th e  

su rv iv o rs  o f  th e  “ p eo p le  o f  M o se s” , s e tt le d  a n  a rg u m e n t am o n g  th e m , an d  

re tu rn e d  to  M e d in a . S o m e  sa id  th a t th e  m a n  w as  a l-B a q ir  h im se lf .89

85 E .g .  U r i  R u b in ,  “ P r o p h e t s  a n d  P r o g e n i to r s  in  th e  E a r ly  S h i ca  T r a d i t i o n ” , J e r u 

s a le m  S tu d ie s  in  A r a b ic  a n d  I s la m  1 ( 1 9 7 9 ) ,  4 1 - 6 5 .  O n  th e  id e n t i f ic a t io n  o f  S h icis  w ith  

v i r tu o u s  I s r a e l i te s  s e e  f u r th e r  M e i r  M . B a r - A s h e r ,  “ O n  J u d a i s m  a n d  th e  J e w s  in  E a r ly  

S h P i  R e l ig io u s  L i t e r a tu r e ” , P e ’a m im  61 ( 1 9 9 4 ) ,  2 6 - 3 3  ( in  H e b re w ) .

86 E .g .  Ib n  S h a h r a s h u b ,  I I , 9 2 - 9 4 .

87 K a ra j ik i ,  K a n z  a l - f a w a 3id , I, 8 8 .

88 A b o v e , 14.

89 R a w a n d i ,  K h a r a Jij, I, 2 8 2  (n o . 1 4 ); a l - S h a y k h  a l - M u f id ,  I k h t is a s ,  3 1 7 - 1 8 .
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It is c le a r  th a t u n lik e  th e  S u n n is , fo r  w h o m  Je w ish  m e ss ia n ism  w as  an  

a p o lo g e tic  to o l w h e n  fa c in g  n o n -M u s lim s , fo r  th e  S h icis it s e rv e d  as  a 

s im ila r  w e a p o n  w h e n  fa c in g  th e  S u n n is . O n  th e  o th e r  h an d , th e  Q u r°an ic  

s in fu l im ag e  o f  th e  C h ild re n  o f  Is ra e l h a s  a lso  b een  u se d  by  th e  S h icis to  

h ig h lig h t th e ir  o w n  s u p e r io r ity  to  th e ir  S u n n i o p p o n e n ts . H e n c e , fo r  th e  

S h icis, th e  n o tio n  o f  th e  su p e r io r ity  o f  th e  A ra b  u m m a  m e a n t th e  su p e r i 

o r ity  o f  S h icis — th e  tru e  u m m a — o v e r  S u n n is . T h e  s in fu l Is ra e li te s  h a v e  

b e c o m e  in  th e  S h ici sp h e re  p ro to ty p e s  o f  cA li ’s e n e m ie s , a n d  th e  p a ra l 

le lism  b e tw e e n  th e m  is d e m o n s tra te d  in  a  s e r ie s  o f  tra d itio n s  u s in g  v a r i 

o u s  a sp e c ts  o f  th e  Q u r3a n ic  s in s  o f  th e  C h ild re n  o f  Is ra e l. O n e  s e t o f  

tra d itio n s  c o n c e n tra te s  o n  th e  p e rs e c u tio n  a n d  e x e c u tio n  o f  th e  Is ra e li te  

p ro p h e ts . O n e  tra d itio n  o f  th is  g ro u p  sa y s  th a t G o d  h e ld  b a c k  ra in s  fro m  

th e  Is ra e lite s  b e c a u se  th e y  p e rs e c u te d  th e ir  p ro p h e ts , an d  H e  w ill d o  th e  

sam e  to  th e  M u s lim s  fo r  h a tin g  cA li.90 T h e  S h icis a p p lie d  th e  Is ra e lite  sin  

a g a in s t  th e  p ro p h e ts  to  th e  U m a y y a d s  in  p a r t ic u la r ,  w h o m  th e y  h e ld  

re s p o n s ib le  fo r  th e  m a r ty rd o m  o f  a l-H u s a y n  a n d  h is  p a r ty  in  K a rb a la 3 

(6 1 /6 8 0 ) .91 A  lin k  b e tw e e n  th e  g u il ty  U m a y y a d s  an d  th e  s in fu l Is ra e li te s  

is e s ta b l is h e d  in  a  sp e e c h  o f  a l -H u s a y n ’s g ra n d so n , th e  im a m  Z a y d  ib n  

c A li (d . a h  122). H e  sa y s  th a t th e  p e o p le  o f  Q u ra y sh  b o a s t o f  th e  fac t th a t 

M u h a m m a d  is a  Q u ra sh i, a  fac t a lso  a c k n o w le d g e d  by  th e  n o n -A ra b s . H e 

th en  g o es  on  to  w a rn  th e  b e lie v e rs , say in g :

B e w a r e  o f  G o d ,  o h  s e r v a n t s  o f  G o d ,  a n d  a c c e p t  th e  t r u th  a n d  s u p p o r t  th o s e  w h o  

s u m m o n  y o u  to  th e  t r u th ,  a n d  d o  n o t  fo l lo w  th e  w a y  ( s u n n a ) o f  th e  C h i ld r e n  o f  

I s r a e l ;  th e y  r e j e c t e d  t h e i r  p r o p h e t s  a n d  k i l l e d  th e  f a m i ly  ( a h l  b a y t )  o f  th e i r  

p r o p h e t .92

T h is  im p lie s  th a t th o se  w h o  k il le d  th e  m e m b e rs  o f  M u h a m m a d ’s fa m 

ily— i.e. th e  U m a y y a d s  w h o  k il le d  a l-H u s a y n  a n d  h is  p a r ty — h a v e  fo l 

lo w e d  in th e  w a y s  o f  th e  s in fu l I s ra e l i te s  w h o  h a d  k i l le d  th e ir  o w n  

p ro p h e ts . F u r th e rm o re , S h ici tra d i tio n s  m a in ta in  th a t th e  p re v io u s  c o m 

90 K a ra jik i ,  K a n z  a l - fa w a }id , I, 1 48 .

91 F o r  w h ic h  s e e  E ta n  K o h lb e r g ,  “ M e d ie v a l  M u s l im  V ie w s  o n  M a r ty r d o m ” , K o n in k -  

l i jk e  N e d e r la n d s e  A k a d e m i e  v a n  W e te n s c h a p p e n ,  M e d e d e l in g e n  v a n  d e  A fd e l in g  L e t -  

t e r k u n d e , N ie u w e  R e e k s ,  D e e l  6 0  n o . 7  ( A m s te r d a m , 1 9 9 7 ) , 2 8 1 - 3 0 7 .

92 F u ra t ,  T a fs ir ,  I, 1 3 6  (n o . 1 6 2 ) . Q u o te d  a l r e a d y  in  K is te r ,  “H a d d i th u ”, 2 3 3  n . 1 49.
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m u n itie s  w h o  k il le d  th e ir  p ro p h e ts  w e re  b a s ta rd s  (a w la d  z in a ) ,93 w h ich  

m e an s  th a t th e  U m a y y a d s  to o  a re  th e  o ffsp r in g  o f  il lic it in te rco u rse . T h is  

fits  in  w ith  th e  g e n e ra l S h ici te n d e n c y  to  see  in  its e n e m ie s  a w la d  z in a .94 

A n  e x p lic it  p a ra lle l ism  b e tw e e n  th e  m a ssa c re  a t K a rb a la 3 a n d  th e  p ro 

p h e ts  k illed  by  th e  Is ra e lite s  e m e rg e s  in  a tra d itio n  in w h ich  cA li say s  th a t 

2 0 0  p ro p h e ts , 2 0 0  le g a te e s  (a w s iy a ’ ) a n d  2 0 0  o f  th e ir  c h ild re n  (s ib t)  d ied  

as  m a rty rs  in  K a rb a la 3, to g e th e r  w ith  th e ir  fo llo w e rs .95

T h e  Q u r3a n ic  s in  o f  th e  c a l f  w as  a lso  a p p lie d  to  th e  m a ssa c re  in K a r 

b a la 3. T he  lin k  is e s ta b lish e d  in  tra d itio n s  re c o u n tin g  th a t a f te r  th e  m a r 

ty rd o m  o f  a l-H u sa y n , so m e  S h icis d e c id e d  to  a v e n g e  h is  d e a th  w ith  s e lf 

d e fia n c e , re ly in g  on  th e  Q u r3an ic  re q u e s t o f  th e  C h ild re n  o f  Israe l to  “ kill 

th e m se lv e s” , an d  th u s  a to n e  fo r  th e  s in  o f  th e ir  b re th re n  w h o  m a d e  th e  

c a l f  (Q u r3an  2 :5 4 ) . T h is  im p lie s  a  p a ra lle l ism  b e tw e e n  th e  m a ssa c re  o f  

K a rb a la 3 a n d  th e  w o rsh ip  o f  th e  c a lf . O th e r  S h icis, h o w e v e r , re fu se  to  d ie  

in a  h o p e le ss  b a ttle , an d  c la im  th a t c o n tra ry  to  th e  C h ild ren  o f  Is ra e l, th e  

M u slim s  a re  n o t a llo w e d  to  ta k e  th e ir  o w n  life .96

T h e  v io la tio n  o f  th e  S a b b a th  by  th e  Q u r3an ic  Is ra e lite s  a lso  b e c a m e  a 

m o d e l o f  th e  m a ssa c re  a t K a rb a la 3. T h is  c o m e s  o u t in a  tra d itio n  sa y in g  

th a t a l-H u sa y n  w as  k ille d  o n  a  S a tu rd a y , a n d  th a t th e  Is la m ic  u m m a  a s 

s a ile d  h im  lik e  th e  Is ra e lite s , w h o  h ad  v io la te d  th e  S a b b a th .97

T h e  S h icis a p p lie d  to  th e  U m a y y a d s  n o t o n ly  Q u r3an ic  m o d e ls  o f  Is 

ra e lite  sin , b u t a lso  th e  Q u r3an ic  m o d e l o f  P h a ra o h , w h o  s lew  th e  so n s  o f  

th e  Is ra e li te s  98 In  th is  c a se , th e  p e rs e c u te d  S h icIs a re  e q u a te d  w ith  th e  

p e rse c u te d  Is ra e lite s  o f  P h a ra o h ’s tim e . T h is  e q u a tio n  is d ra w n  in a  se rie s  

o f  trad itio n s . In  o n e  o f  th e m , Ib ra h im  ib n  a l-A sh ta r  s ta te s  th a t w h a t cU b-

95 Ib n  Q u la w a y h i ,  Z iy a r a t ,  n o . 2 0 5 .

94 E ta n  K o h lb e r g ,  “ T h e  P o s i t io n  o f  th e  W a la d  a l - Z in a  in  Im a m i S h i ci s m ” , B u l le t in  o f  

th e  S c h o o l  o f  O r ie n ta l  a n d  A fr ic a n  S tu d ie s  4 8  ( 1 9 8 5 ) ,  2 3 9 - 4 1 .

95 Ib n  Q u la w a y h i ,  Z iy a r a t ,  n o . 6 8 6 .

96 J a b a r i ,  T d r ik h ,  V , 5 5 4 - 5 5  ( I I ,  5 0 0 - 5 0 1 ) ;  Ib n  A cth a m , F u tu h ,  V I , 2 0 5 . A n d  s e e  G . 

R . H a w t in g , “ T w o  C i ta t io n s  f r o m  th e  Q u r ’a n  in  ‘H is to r ic a l  S o u r c e s ’ f o r  E a r ly  I s la m ” , in  

G .R .  H a w t in g  a n d  A b d u l - K a d e r  A . S h a r e e f ,  e d s . ,  A p p r o a c h e s  to  th e  Q u r 'a n  (L o n d o n  

a n d  N e w  Y o rk ,  1 9 9 3 ) , 2 6 4 - 6 5 ;  id e m ,  “ T h e  T a w w a b u n ,  A to n e m e n t  a n d  cA s h u r a ” \  J e 

r u s a le m  S tu d ie s  in  A r a b ic  a n d  I s la m  17 ( 1 9 9 4 ) ,  1 6 8 - 6 9 ;  K o h lb e rg ,  “ M a r ty r d o m ” , 3 0 3 .

97 Ib n  Q u la w a y h i ,  Z iy a r a t ,  n o . 188 .

98 Q u r ’a n  4 0 :2 5 .
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a y d a lla h  ib n  Z iy a d  d id  to  a l-H u sa y n  [a t K a rb a la 3] is w o rse  th a n  w h a t th e  

P h a ra o h  d id  to  th e  n o b le  C h ild re n  o f  I s r a e l . "  A n o th e r  S h ici tra d itio n  re 

fe rr in g  to  th e  m a ss a c re  o f  K a rb a la 3 a ttr ib u te s  to  a l -H u s a y n ’s so n , cA ll, 

w h o  sp eak s  to  th e  K u fa n  a l-M in h a l ib n  cA m r a l-A sa d i, th e  s ta te m e n t th a t 

th e  S h icis h a v e  b e c o m e  lik e  th e  C h ild re n  o f  Is ra e l u n d e r  P h a ra o h ; he 

k ille d  th e  I s ra e li te s ’ so n s  an d  sp a re d  th e  fe m a le s .100

T h e  p e rs e c u tio n  o f  th e  S h icis w as  a lso  re a d  in to  Q u r3an  e x e g e s is , fo r  

e x a m p le  th a t o f  S u ra t B an u  I s ra 3il (1 7 ):4 . H ere  th e  C h ild re n  o f  Is ra e l a re  

d e s tin e d  to  d o  c o rru p tio n  in  th e  e a r th  tw ic e , a n d  to  e x c e e d  in  d o in g  ev il. 

T h e  S ix th  im a m , A b u  ‘A b d a lla h  J a ‘fa r  a l-S a d iq  (d . a h  148), is s a id  to  

h a v e  e x p la in e d  th a t th e  v e rse  re fe rs  to  th re e  in s ta n c e s  o f  e n m ity  a g a in s t 

th e  S h f i s — th e  a s sa u lt o n  cA li, o n  a l-H a sa n  a n d  o n  a l-H u s a y n .101 T h u s , 

th e  M u slim  e n e m ie s  o f  th e  S h icIs a g a in  e m e rg e  as  s in fu l Is rae lite s .

T h e  Is ra e li te  s in  o f  th e  sp ie s  o c c u p ie s  a  s p e c ia l p la c e  in  th e  e x ta n t 

S h ici tra d itio n s . T h e  tra d itio n s  a l lu d in g  to  th is  s in  d e a l w ith  th e  e v e n ts  

th a t to o k  p la c e  in  M e d in a  a f te r  M u h a m m a d ’s d ea th ; th e y  re v o lv e  a ro u n d  

th e  n o tio n  th a t M u h a m m a d ’s C o m p a n io n s  d e p r iv e d  c A li o f  h is  le g itim a te  

r ig h t to  b e  M u h a m m a d ’s h e ir  a n d  b e c o m e  a  c a lip h . T o  il lu s tra te  th e  g ra 

v ity  o f  th e  sin , th e  tra d itio n s  h a v e  re c o u rse  to  th e  a f fa ir  o f  th e  sp ies . S u ch  

a  tra d itio n  a p p e a rs  in  th e  c o m m e n ta ry  o f  a l - cA y y a sh i ( th ird  c e n tu ry  a h ) 

o n  th e  Q u r3an ic  p a ssa g e  d e sc r ib in g  th e  Is ra e li te  re fu sa l to  fig h t. I t  o p e n s  

w ith  a  w id e ly  c u rre n t P ro p h e tic  s ta te m e n t a b o u t th e  sy m m e try  o f  c o n d u c t 

l in k in g  th e  M u s lim s  a n d  th e  p re v io u s  c o m m u n it ie s .  T h is  is  a  “su n n a  

s ta te m e n t” , a  ty p e  w h ic h  w ill b e  d is c u s se d  b e lo w  (C h a p te r  8):

B y  G o d , y o u  w ill  f o l lo w  w a y s  { s u n a n )  a s  th o s e  f o l lo w e d  b y  th o s e  w h o  w e re  b e 

f o r e  y o u . [ T h e  w a y s ]  w il l  m a tc h  e a c h  o t h e r  a s  a  p a i r  o f  s h o e s ,  a n d  a s  a  p a i r  o f  

f e a th e r s  o f  a n  a r r o w  ( . . . h a d h w a  l - n a cl i  b i - l - n a cl i  w a - l - q u d h d h a  b i - l - q u d h d h a ) .

Y o u  w ill  n o t  fa i l  to  g o  th e i r  w a y , a n d  th e y  w il l  n o t  fa i l  to  g o  y o u r  w a y .

T h is  P ro p h e tic  s ta te m e n t is q u o te d  b y  th e  im a m  A b u  J a cfa r  a l-B a q ir , w h o  

g o e s  on  to  sa y  th a t  4 0 ,0 0 0  p e o p le  o f  th e  C h ild re n  o f  Is ra e l r e b e l le d

"  T a b a r i ,  T a r ik h ,  V I, 8 8  ( I I ,  7 1 1 ) ;  Ib n  A cth a m , F u tu h , V I , 2 8 1 .

100 p u p a ^  J a f s i r , I, 1 4 9  (n o . 1 8 7 ) . Q u o te d  f r o m  F u r a t  in  K is te r ,  “H a d d i th u " ,  2 3 3  n . 

1 45 . A n d  s e e  a l s o  Ib n  A cth a m , F u tu h ,  V , 1 33 .

101 cA y y a s h i,  II , 3 0 4  (n o . 2 0 ) ; Ib n  Q ti la w a y h i ,  Z iy a r a t ,  n o s .  1 5 3 , 1 60.
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a g a in s t M o se s  a n d  re fu se d  to  f ig h t w ith  h im , a n d  o n ly  a  m in o r ity  su p 

p o r te d  h im , in c lu d in g  A a ro n  a n d  h is  tw o  so n s , a s  w e ll a s  J o s h u a  an d  

C a leb . T h e  re b e ls  w a n d e re d  fo r  4 0  y e a rs  in  th e  w ild e rn e ss  a n d  p e r ish e d  

th e re  b e c a u se  o f  th e ir  s in s . T h is  w as  id e n tic a l w ith  w h a t h a p p e n e d  to  th e  

M u s lim s , as  o n e  s o le  o f  a  s h o e  m a tc h e s  a n o th e r , b e c a u se  w h e n  th e  

P ro p h e t d ie d , n o  o n e  fo llo w e d  th e  r ig h t p a th  e x c e p t f o r c A ll a n d  h is  tw o  

so n s , as  w e ll a s  S a lm a n , a l-M iq d a d  a n d  A b u  D h arr; 4 0  y ea rs  la te r , °A li 

w a g e d  w a r  o n  h is  o p p o n e n ts .102

T h is  tra d itio n  e q u a te s  th e  Is ra e lite  g e n e ra tio n  th a t p e r ish e d  in  th e  w il 

d e rn e s s  w ith  th e  S u n n is  o f  th e  f irs t  Is la m ic  g e n e ra tio n . T h e y  a re  th o se  

M u s lim s  w h o  d id  n o t re c o g n ise  cA li’s r ig h t to  su c c e e d  th e  P ro p h e t a s  a 

c a lip h . A a ro n , J o sh u a  a n d  C a le b  a re  re fe r re d  to  a s  p ro to ty p e s  o f  th e  

m in o r ity  o f  th e  fa ith fu l e n to u ra g e  th a t fo re sh a d o w s  th e  fa ith fu l S h icis. 

T h e  M u s lim s  m e n tio n e d  b e s id e  cA li a n d  h is  tw o  so n s  a re  v e n e ra te d  by  

th e  S h l° is  a s  v a l ia n t  w a rr io rs  in  th e  c a u se  o f  G o d .103 A ll o f  th e m  c o n s ti 

tu te  th e  h a rd  c o re  o f  th e  c h o se n  c o m m u n ity  th a t re ta in s  th e  g lo r io u s  

h e rita g e  o f  th e  rig h te o u s  Israe lite s .

T h e  n a m e s  o f  J o sh u a  an d  C a le b  a re  n o t m e n tio n e d  in  th e  Q u rDan , an d  

th e  S h icis g a in e d  th e ir  k n o w le d g e  o f  th e m  d ire c tly  fro m  th e  B ib le . S in ce  

th e se  tw o  m en  w ere  a  m in o rity  a m o n g  a m a jo rity  o f  s in n e rs , th e  c o m p a r i 

so n  w ith  th e  S h icis  w as  v e ry  a p t in d e ed . J o sh u a  in  p a r tic u la r  is  a  c e n tra l 

p e rso n a g e  in  S h ici tra d itio n , w h ic h  c o m p a re s  h is  ro le  as  th e  s u c c e s so r  o f  

M o se s  to  th a t o f  °A li a s  M u h a m m a d ’s w a s iy y .m  In  o n e  tra d itio n , b o th  

a re  sa id  to  h a v e  b een  re je c te d  by  so m e  o f  th e ir  re sp e c tiv e  p e o p le s .105

S p e c ia l n o te  sh o u ld  b e  ta k e n  o f  th e  o c c u rre n c e  o f  a l -M iq d a d ’s n am e  

a m o n g  cA li’s e n to u ra g e , w h ic h  m a y  in d ic a te  th a t th e  S h icis h a d  sp ec ia l 

in te re s t in  d is s e m in a tin g  th e  a b o v e  tra d itio n s  in  w h ic h  h e  is th e  o n e  e x 

p re ss in g  h is  d e v o tio n  to  M u h a m m a d  by  re v is in g  th e  Q u r3an ic  v e rse  a b o u t 

th e  s in fu l Is ra e lite s . In d e e d , a  v e rs io n  o f  th e  tra d itio n  a p p e a rs  in a  S h i°i

102 cA y y a s h i ,  I, 3 3 2 - 3 3  ( n o .  6 8  [o n  Q u r 3a n  5 :2 4 ] ) .  A n d  s e e  e d i t o r ’s  c o m m e n ts  (p . 

3 3 3  n . 3 ) , o n  th e  c h r o n o lo g y  o f  cA l i ’s  c a re e r .

103 S e e  S h i° i  t r a d i t io n s  in  p r a i s e  o f  a l - M iq d a d ,  A b u  D h a r r  a n d  S a lm a n ,  in  a l - S h a y k h  

a l- M u f id ,  Ik h t is a s ,  8 - 9 ,  2 2 2 - 2 3 .

104 S e e  R u b in ,  “ P ro p h e t s  a n d  P r o g e n i to r s ” , 5 1 - 5 2 .

105 F u r a t ,  T a fs ir ,  I, 1 8 3 - 8 4  (n o . 2 3 5 ) .  Q u o te d  f r o m  F u r a t  in  K is te r ,  “H a d d i th u ”, 2 3 3  

n . 148 .
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c o m m e n ta ry  o n  th e  Q u r° a n .106 I t is c lo se  to  th e  v e rs io n  re c o rd e d  by  Ibn  

Ish a q  an d  a l-W a q id i in  w h ic h , a f te r  a l-M iq d a d , th e  A n sa r i le a d e r  S a cd 

ib n  M u cad h  su p p o rts  th e  m ilita ry  o p tio n . H o w e v e r , a  s ig n if ic a n t re v is io n  

h as  ta k en  p la c e  h e re . W h ile  in  th e  o r ig in a l v e rs io n  A b u  B a k r  a n d  °U m ar, 

w h o  sp e a k  firs t, sa y  a g re e a b le  w o rd s , in  th e  p re s e n t v e rs io n  th e ir  n a m e s  

h a v e  b een  o m itte d  an d  th e  P ro p h e t te lls  th e m  to  s it d o w n , w h ic h  m e a n s  

th a t he  is d isp le a se d  w ith  th e m . T h u s , a  ty p ic a l p h e n o m e n o n  is ex p o sed : 

S h ici c o m p ile rs  e m p lo y  S u n n i v e rs io n s  w h ic h  f it  th e ir  p u rp o se s , b u t th ey  

d o  n o t h e s ita te  to  rev ise  th e m  as  n e c e ssa ry .

106 Q u m m i, T a fs i r , I, 2 5 8 - 5 9 .



C H A P T E R  4

T H E  G A T E  O F  H I T T A 1

A n o th e r  Q u C a n ic  p a s sa g e  u se d  in  th e  s ira  to  m a rk  th e  c o n tra s t  b e tw e e n  

M u h a m m a d ’s A ra b  b e lie v e rs  a n d  th e  s in fu l C h ild re n  o f  Is ra e l d e a ls  w ith  

th e  a f fa ir  o f  h itta . T h e  Q u r ’a n ic  s to ry  a b o u t it is a g a in  c o n n e c te d  w ith  a  

c o m m a n d  g iv e n  by  M o se s  to  th e  C h ild re n  o f  Is rae l to  e n te r  th e  P ro m ise d  

L an d . T h e  s c e n e  o c c u rs  b o th  in  S u ra t a l-B a q a ra  (2 ) :5 8 -5 9  a n d  in  S u ra t 

a l-A cra f  (7): 1 6 1 -6 2 . T h e  fo rm e r p a ssa g e  reads :

2 :5 8 :  W h e n  W e  s a id :  “ E n te r  th i s  to w n  a n d  e a t  p le n ty  in  it  w h e r e v e r  y o u  w a n t ,  

a n d  e n t e r  th e  g a te  p r o s t r a t in g  y o u r s e lv e s ,  a n d  s a y  ' h i t t a ' ,  th a t  W e  m a y  fo r g iv e  

y o u  y o u r  s in s ;  a n d  W e  s h a l l  g iv e  th e  g o o d - d o e r s  m o r e  [ r e w a r d ! ” .

2 :5 9 :  B u t th o s e  w h o  d id  e v i l  c h a n g e d  th e  w o rd  w h ic h  th e y  w e re  to ld  to  s a y ,  a n d  

W e  b r o u g h t  d o w n  u p o n  th o s e  w h o  d id  e v i l  a  c a la m i ty  f r o m  h e a v e n ,  f o r  th e  s in  

th e y  h a d  c o m m it te d .

T h e  c o m m a n d  g iv e n  to  th e  C h ild re n  o f  Is ra e l in  th is  p a ssa g e  is to  e n te r  

th e  “ to w n ” (a l-q a r y a ), a n d  w h ile  g o in g  th ro u g h  its  g a te , to  sa y  th e  w o rd  

h itta  a n d  to  p ro s tra te  th e m se lv e s . B e fo re  w e  e x a m in e  th e  lite ra ry  ro le  o f  

th is  p a ssa g e  in  Is la m ic  tra d itio n , it w o u ld  b e  u se fu l to  c la r ify  th e  B ib lica l 

o r ig in  o f  th is  Q u r3an ic  scen e . T h is  h as  n o t y e t b een  d o n e  b y  Is lam is ts .

T h e  m a in  p ro b le m  s te m s  fro m  th e  w o rd  h itta  w h ic h  th e  C h ild re n  o f  

I s ra e l  a re  c o m m a n d e d  to  p ro n o u n c e  w h ile  e n te r in g  th e  g a te  o f  th e  

“ to w n ” . T h e  w o rd  h as  c a u se d  m u c h  tro u b le  to  M u slim  c o m m e n ta to rs , as  

w ell a s  to  m o d e m  Is la m is ts . S e v e ra l o f  th e  la t te r  h a v e  tr ie d  to  d is c o v e r  

th e  B ib lic a l o r ig in  o f  th e  w o rd , b u t n o n e  o f  th e ir  su g g e s tio n s  se e m  s a tis 

1 1 a m  g r a te f u l  to  M ic h a e l  L e c k e r ,  A m ik a m  E la d  a n d  M c i r  B a r - A s h e r  f o r  th e i r  c o m 

m e n ts  o n  a n  e a r l i e r  d r a f t  o f  th is  c h a p te r .
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fa c to ry .2 T h e  m o s t in te re s tin g  a tte m p ts  h a v e  b e e n  th o se  lo o k in g  fo r  th e  

o rig in  o f  th e  s to ry  in  J e w ish  tra d itio n s  re v o lv in g  a ro u n d  v a r io u s  litu rg ic a l 

te x ts  u tte re d  b y  a  k in g  o r  a  p r ie s t w h e n  e n te r in g  th e  g a te s  o f  th e  T e m p le  

in  J e ru sa le m ; th is  lin e  o f  th o u g h t h as  in sp ire d  a re c e n t s tu d y  b y  H e rib e r t 

B u sse .3 H o w e v e r , th e  d is a d v a n ta g e s  o f  th e se  su g g e s tio n s  a re  o b v io u s . 

T h e  s u g g e s te d  J e w ish  s to r ie s  d o  n o t r e fe r  to  th e  h is to ry  o f  th e  tr ib e s  o f  

Israe l, th e y  a re  n o t c o n n e c te d  w ith  th e  issu e  o f  e n tra n c e  in to  th e  P ro m ise d  

L an d , an d  a b o v e  a ll, th e y  la c k  th e  m o s t e s se n tia l e le m e n t o f  th e  s to ry  as 

re c o rd e d  in  th e  Q u r 3an , n a m e ly , th e  c h a n g in g  o f  th e  w o rd  h it ta  a n d  th e  

a n n ih ila tio n  o f  th o se  w h o  h a v e  c h a n g e d  it.

In  o rd e r  to  e lu c id a te  th e  B ib lic a l o r ig in  o f  th e  h itta  s to ry , o n e  h a s  firs t 

to  c la r ify  th e  Q u r ’a n ic  c o n te x t o f  th e  h itta  p a s sa g e . T h is  p a s s a g e  d e s 

c r ib e s  a  te s t w h ic h  a ll th o se  e n te r in g  th e  to w n  m u s t u n d e rg o . T h e  te s t is 

to  say  th e  w o rd  h itta  a s  w e ll a s  to  p ro s tra te  th e m se lv e s . T h e re  a re  so m e  

w h o  fa il  to  a c c o m p lis h  th e  r e q u ire d  u n d e r ta k in g s  a n d  a r e  th e re fo re  

d e s tro y e d . A  s im ila r  te s t is  d e sc r ib e d  in  th e  B ib le , a g a in  in  th e  h is to ry  o f  

th e  tr ib e s  o f  Is ra e l; it is  d e s ig n e d  to  d e c id e  w h o  w ill e n te r  th e  L a n d  o f  

I s ra e l, o r  m o re  e x a c tly , w h o  w ill c ro ss  th e  b r id g e s  o f  th e  Jo rd a n  R iv e r  

f ro m  e a s t  to  w e s t. O n ly  th o se  w h o  say  a  c e r ta in  w o rd  a re  a l lo w e d  to  

c ro ss . T h o se  th a t s a y  a n o th e r  w o rd  in s te a d  a re  d e n ie d  a c c e ss  a n d  k illed . 

T h e  s to ry  is re c o rd e d  in  J u d g e s  1 2 :5 -6 .  In  o rd e r  to  g e t p e rm is s io n  to  

c ro ss  th e  b r id g e s  o f  th e  Jo rd a n  R iv e r, a ll I s ra e li te s  a re  p u t to  th e  te s t  by  

th o se  in  c o m m a n d  o f  th e  b r id g e s  ( th e  G ile a d ite s ) , a n d  w h o e v e r  w a n ts  to  

c ro ss  h a s  to  sa y  th e  w o rd  sh ib b o le th .  T h e  p e o p le  o f  th e  tr ib e  o f  E p h ra im  

fa il to  p ro n o u n c e  it c o rre c tly  a n d  in s te a d  sa y  s ib b o le th  (b e c a u se  in  th e ir  

d ia le c t “sh ” is  p ro n o u n c e d  ‘V ’); th u s  th e ir  tr ib a l a f f i l ia t io n  is  re v e a le d , 

w h ic h  h as  b e e n  th e  a im  o f  th e  te st, an d  th e y  a re  k il le d  o n  th e  spo t.

S h ib b o le th  in  H e b re w  m e a n s  “ e a r  o f  w h e a t” , an d  “ w h e a t”  in  H eb rew  

is h itta , w h ic h  p ro v id e s  a n  o b v io u s  lin k  to  th e  Q u r3a n ic  h itta  p a s sa g e . In  

th e  Q u r ’a n ic  t r a n s fo rm a tio n  o f  th e  s to ry  th e  w o rd  s h i b b o l e t h  w a s  

re p la c e d  b y  th e  sy n o n y m o u s  H e b re w  w o rd  h itta . T h e  s to ry  th u s  lo s t its

2 F o r  a  s u m m a r y  o f  th e  v a r i o u s  s u g g e s t io n s  m a d e  b y  w e s te r n  s c h o l a r s ,  s e e  P a re t ,  

K o m m e n ta r  u n d  K o n k o r d a n z ,  1 9 -2 0 .

3 H e r ib e r t  B u s s e ,  “B a b  h i t ta  in  J e r u s a le m  a n d  S u r a h  2 :5 8 ” , p a p e r  p r e s e n te d  a t  th e  S e 

v e n th  I n te rn a t io n a l  C o l lo q u iu m :  F ro m  J a h i l i y y a  to  I s la m , J e r u s a le m , 1 9 9 6 .
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p o in t (d ia le c t ic a l  p e c u l ia r i t ie s  a s  a  m e a n s  o f  id e n t if ic a t io n ) ,  a n d  th e  

Q u r ’a n  n o  lo n g e r  k n o w s  th e  o th e r  w o rd  p ro n o u n c e d  b y  th e  s in fu l 

Is ra e lite s  in s te ad  o f  th e  w o rd  th a t w as su p p o se d  to  g ra n t th em  e n tra n c e  to  

th e  P ro m ise d  L an d .

It m a y  b e  a s su m e d  th a t  h itta  re p la c e d  sh ib b o le th  in  th e  Q u r 3a n ic  v e r 

s io n  b e c a u se  u n lik e  sh ib b o le th , h itta  c o u ld  b e  a s so c ia te d  w ith  a  g e n u in e  

A ra b ic  ro o t: h .t.t, w h ic h  m e a n s  “ to  p u t d o w n ” , “ to  re m o v e ” , in  th e  sen se  

o f  fo rg iv e n e ss  o f  s in s  o r  a to n e m e n t. T h e  im m e d ia te  a im  o f  th e  te s t in  th e  

Q u r°a n  is in d e e d  to  g ra n t fo rg iv e n e ss  o f  s in s  to  th o se  s a y in g  h itta , an d  

th e  m a jo r ity  o f  th e  M u s lim  e x e g e te s  e x p la in e d  th e  w o rd  in  th is  se n se .4 

T h e  w o rd  a lso  o c c u rs  in  th e  s a m e  se n se  in  h a d ith .5 H o w e v e r , in  so m e  

in te rp re ta tio n s  th e  w o rd  h as  u n d e rg o n e  Is la m isa tio n , b e in g  s a id  to  re p re 

s e n t w e ll-k n o w n  I s la m ic  s a c re d  fo rm u la e  w h ic h  a re  re g a rd e d  as  th e  

o r ig in s  o f  b le ss in g s , su ch  as th e  b a sm a la 6 o r  th e  sh a h a d a P

H o w e v e r , th e  B ib lic a l o r ig in  o f  th e  te rm  h itta  w as  n o t a l to g e th e r  fo r 

g o tte n , an d  in  a  s ta te m e n t a t tr ib u te d  to  K a cb  a l-A h b a r  it is s a id  to  b e  a 

B ib lic a l w o rd  s ig n ify in g  th e  n a m e  o f  th e  m o n th  o f  R a m a d a n .8 B u t h e re  

a g a in  h itta  s ig n ifie s  a to n e m e n t ( th ro u g h  fas tin g ).

M o re o v e r , th e  re la tio n s h ip  o f  th e  Q u r3a n ic  h itta  to  th e  H e b re w  s h ib 

b o le th  h as  a lso  b e e n  p re se rv e d  to  so m e e x te n t in  th e  m a n n e r  in  w h ic h  th e  

e x e g e te s  in te rp re te d  th e  c h a n g in g  o f  th e  w o rd  h itta  b y  th e  C h ild re n  o f  

Is ra e l. S o m e  e x e g e te s  sa y  th a t in s te a d  o f  h itta , th e  C h ild re n  o f  Is rae l sa id  

h in ta : “ w h e a t” ,9 o r  h in ta  su m q a ta , in  th e  se n se  o f  “ red  w h e a t” (in  A ra 

4 M u q a l i l ,  I, ] 10; A b u  c U b a y d a ,  M a ja z ,  I, 4 1 ;  cA b d  a l - R a z z a q ,  T a fs ir ,  I , 4 6 ;  H u w -  

w a r i ,  I, 1 0 9 , 1 1 0 ; Ib n  Q u ta y b a ,  G h a r ib  a l - q u r ’a n ,  5 0 ;  T a b a r i ,  T a f s i r ,  I , 2 3 8 ;  S a m a r -  

q a n d i ,  I, 1 2 1 ; T h a c la b i ,  T a fs i r  (M S  B e r l i n ) ,  1 0 0 ; B a g h a w i ,  M a ca l im  a l - ta n z i l ,  I, 8 8 ; 

Z a m a k h s h a r i ,  K a s h s h a f  I, 2 8 3 .

5 A h m a d ,  M u s n a d ,  1, 1 9 5 , 1 9 6  { . . . m a n  ib ta la h u  l la h u  b i - b a ld 1 in  f i  j a s a d i h i f a - h u w a  

la h u  h it ta ) .

6 S a m a r q a n d i ,  I, 121 .

7 S e c  th e  t r a d i t io n  o f  a l - H a k a m  ib n  A b a n  ( 'A d a n i ,  d .  A H  1 5 4 ) <— cIk r im a ,  m a w la  o f  

Ib n  cA b b a s  ( M e d in a n ,  d . A H  1 0 5 ), in  cA b d  a l - R a z z a q ,  T a fs ir ,  I, 4 7 ;  T a b a r i ,  T a fs ir ,  I, 

2 3 8 ; M a w a rd i ,  I, 12 6.

8 B a y h a q i ,  S h u ca b , I I I ,  3 0 7 - 3 0 8  (n o . 3 6 1 6 ) ;  S u y u t i ,  D u r r ,  I, 18 8 (o n  Q u r ’a n  2 :1 8 5 ) .

9 S e e  th e  in te r p r e ta t io n  o f  Ib n  A b i N a j ih  ( cA b d a l la h ,  M e c c a n , d .  A H  1 3 1 ) <— M u ja h id  

ib n  J a b r  ( M e c c a n ,  d . A H  1 0 4 ) , in  M u ja h id ,  I, 7 6 .  S a cid  ib n  J u b a y r  ( K u f a n ,  d . A H  9 5 )  <— 

Ib n  c A b b a s :  T a b a r i ,  T a fs ir ,  I, 2 4 1 ; M u s ta d r a k ,  II , 2 6 2 .
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m a ic , su m q a ta  m e a n s  “ re d ” ) .10 T h is  in te rp re ta tio n  a s su m e s  th a t th e  fo rm  

h in ta  is a  p u n  on  h itta ,  so  th a t in s te a d  o f  a sk in g  fo rg iv e n e ss  (h itta ),  th e  

C h ild re n  o f  Is ra e l a sk e d  fo r  w h e a t (h in ta ). T h e  a s se r tio n  th a t th e y  a sk e d  

fo r  re d  w h e a t in  p a r t ic u la r  in d ic a te s  th a t  th is  k in d  w a s  c o n s id e re d  th e  

b es t, a s  is a lso  th e  c a se  in  a  s to ry  a b o u t A b ra h a m  w h o  b rin g s  to  h is  im 

p o v e r is h e d  p e o p le  s e e d s  o f  re d  w h e a t w h ic h  p ro d u c e  lo ts  o f  e x c e lle n t 

g ra in s .11

In  o th e r  in te rp re ta tio n s , th e  p u n  is m a d e  by  c h a n g in g  h itta  in to  h ib b a , 

“ s e e d s ” . T h is  w o rd  is u su a lly  p r in te d  in  th e  so u rc e s  as  h a b b a ,  b u t th e  

fo rm  h ib b a n  is p re fe ra b le  b e c a u se  it rh y m e s  w ith  h itta ,  so  th a t th e  p la y  

o n  w o rd s  is fu lly  m a in ta in e d . M o s t p re v a le n t is th e  in te rp re ta tio n  tra c e d  

b a c k  to  th e  P ro p h e t h im s e lf  th ro u g h  A b u  H u ra y ra , to  th e  e f fe c t  th a t 

in s te a d  o f  h itta , th e  C h ild re n  o f  Is ra e l sa id  h ib b a  f t  s h a ca r a : “ se e d s  o n  a 

p ie c e  o f  h a ir  ( i.e . o n  a  th re a d )” . T h e  w o rd  s h a ca ra  (=  s h a cra ), “ h a ir” , is 

so m e tim e s  c h a n g e d  in to  s h u ca y ra  (b u t p r in te d  s h a cir a ,  to  d e n o te  “ b a r 

le y ” )— “ a sm a ll p ie c e  o f  h a ir” . 13 T h e  s a m e  in te rp re ta tio n  (h ib b a  f i  sh u -  

ca yra )  w as a lso  re c o rd e d  o n  th e  a u th o rity  o f  a l-H a sa n  a l-B a s r i , Q a tad a , 

an d  Ib n  cA b b a s .14 A l-R a b ic ibn  A n as  (B a sra n , d . a h  139) is a lso  c re d ite d  

w ith  th e  s a m e  in te r p r e ta t io n .15 S o m e  in te r p r e ta t io n s  w ith  s h a ca ra l

10 M u q a t i l ,  I, 1 1 0 ; H u w w a r i ,  I, 1 1 0  ( a l - K a lb i ) ;  Ib n  Q u ta y b a ,  G h a r ib  a l - q u r ’a n ,  5 0 ;  

S a m a r q a n d i ,  I, 1 2 2  ( b i - lu g h a t  a l-Q a b a t) ',  T h a cla b i ,  T a fs ir  ( M S  B e r l in ) ,  1 0 0 ; B a g h a w i ,  

M a ca l im  a l - ta n z i l ,  I , 8 9 ;  Z a m a k h s h a r i ,  K a s h s h a f ,  I, 2 8 3  (b i - l - N a b a t iy y a ); I b n  A b i 1- 

S in a n ,  fo l . 5 4 a  ( b i - lu g h a t  a l - N a b a t ) \  Q u r tu b i ,  A h k a m ,  I, 4 1 1  ( H e b r e w ) .  A n d  s e e  T a b r is i ,  

M a j m a c, I, 2 6 6  (S u iy a n i y y a ). C f . L a n e , s .v . h it ta .

11 Ib n  A b i S h a y b a ,  X I , n o .  1 1 8 6 8 ; S u y u t i ,  D u r r ,  I, 1 1 6 - 1 7  (I th a n k  A l iz a  S h n iz e r  fo r  

th is  r e f e re n c e ) .

12 C f . L a n e , s .v . h ib b a .

13 T h e  is n a d :  M a cm a r  ib n  R a s h id  ( B a s r a n /Y e m e n i ,  d . A H  1 5 4 ) <— H a m m a m  ib n  M u -  

n a b b ih  (Y e m e n i ,  d . A H  1 3 1 ) <— A b u  H u r a y r a  «— P ro p h e t .  S e e  H a m m a m  ib n  M u n a b b ih ,  

S a h i fa ,  5 6 9  (n o .  1 1 6 ); T a b a r i ,  T a fs ir ,  I, 2 4 0  ( h e r e :  h ib b a  f i  s h u cayra )-, A h m a d ,  M u s n a d ,  

II , 3 1 8 .  T h is  t r a d i t io n  w a s  a l s o  in c lu d e d  in  m u s a n n a f  c o m p i la t io n s :  B u k h a r i ,  S a h ih ,  IV , 

1 9 0  ( 6 0 :2 8 ) ,  V I , 2 2 - 2 3 ,  7 5 - 7 6  ( 6 5 ,  s u r a  2 :5 8 ,  7 :1 6 1 ) ;  M u s l im ,  V I I I ,  2 3 7 - 3 8  (5 4 ,  tr a d . 

1); T irm id hi/T «/7/<3 , V I I I ,  n o .  4 0 3 2  ( 4 4 ,  s u r a  2 :5 8 ;  [ h e r e :  h ib b a  f i  s h t i 'a y r a ] ) ; N a s a ’ i, 

K u b r d ,  V I, n o . 1 0 9 8 9 ; Ib n  H ib b a n , S a h ih ,  X IV , n o . 6 2 5 1 .

14 cA b d  a l - R a z z a q ,  T a fs ir ,  1 ,4 7 ;  T a b a r i ,  T a fs ir ,  I, 2 4 1  —4 2 .

15 T a b a r i ,  T a fs ir ,  I, 2 4 1 .
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s h u ca y ra  a g a in  e m p lo y  th e  fo rm  h in ta , in s te a d  o f  h ih b a — h in ta  f i  sh u -  

cayra:  “ w h e a t o n  a  sm all p ie c e  o f  h a ir” .16

T h e  in te rp re ta tio n  o f  cA b d a lla h  ib n  M a s cu d  (M e d in a n /K u fa n  C o m 

p a n io n , d . A H  3 2 ) ru n s  a lo n g  s im ila r  lin e s ; it say s  th a t  th e  C h ild re n  o f  

Is ra e l sa id : h in ta  h a m r a 3 f i h a  s h u cayra: “ a  re d  [g ra in  o f]  w h e a t w ith  a 

p ie c e  o f  h a ir  [p a sse d  th ro u g h ]  it .” 17 A  c e r ta in  v e rs io n  o f  th e  tra d i t io n  o f  

cA b d a lla h  ib n  M a s cu d  p ro v id e s  th e  s u p p o se d  H e b re w  o r  th e  A ra m a ic  

o r ig in  o f  th e  w o rd s  u tte re d  b y  th e  C h ild re n  o f  Is ra e l, b u t th e  te x t is to o  

o b scu re . A t an y  ra te , th e  tra d itio n  a sse rts  th a t th e  m e a n in g  o f  th e ir  w o rd s  

w as  “ a  p ie rc e d  g ra in  o f  re d  w h e a t, o r  se e d s , s tru n g  o n  a  b la c k  p ie c e  o f  

h a ir .” 18

It is d if f ic u lt  to  w o rk  o u t th e  s ig n if ic a n c e  o f  th e  a llu s io n  to  th e  p ie ce  

o f  h a ir, o r  th rea d , o n  w h ic h  th e  g ra in s  a re  s tru n g . O n e  m a y  g u e ss , h o w 

e v e r , th a t s in c e  th e  A ra m a ic  fo r  a “ th re a d ” is h u ta — w h ic h  c o u ld  be 

a n o th e r  p u n  o n  h it ta — th is  w o rd  c o u ld  a lso  b e  th e  o r ig in  o f  th e  A rab ic  

s h a cr a /s h u ca yra . O n  th e  o th e r  h a n d , o n e  sh o u ld  a lso  b e a r  in  m in d  th e  

e q u a lly  p la u s ib le  p o s s ib ili ty  th a t s h u ca yra  s h o u ld  b e  re a d  s h a cira , “ b a r 

le y ” , in  w h ic h  c a se  th e  C h ild re n  o f  Is ra e l ask  fo r  w h e a t m ix e d  w ith  b a r 

ley . In  th e  v e rs io n  o f  A b u  H u ra y ra  fro m  Ib n  0 A b b a s , a s  re c o rd e d  in  Ib n  

I s h a q ’s S ir a ,19 th e  C h ild re n  o f  Is ra e l say  h in t f i  s h a cir,  w h ich  G u illa u m e  

re n d e rs  a s  “ W h e a t is in th e  b a r le y ” .20

16 S e e  th e  t r a d i t io n  o f  S a cid  ib n  J u b a y r  o r  ‘ I k r im a  f r o m  Ib n  c A b b a s  o n  th e  a u th o r i ty  

o f  th e  P ro p h e t ,  in  T a b a r i ,  T a fs ir ,  I, 2 4 0 .

17 T h e  is n a d :  a l - S u d d i  ( I s m a cil ib n  cA b d  a l - R a h m a n ,  K u fa n , d . A H  12 8 ) <— A b u  S a cd 

a l - A z d i  { q a r 'T  a l - A z d )  <— A b u  1 -K a n u d  a l - A z d i  ( K u f a n )  <— cA b d a l la h  ib n  M a s cu d . S e e  

T a b a r i ,  T a fs ir ,  I, 2 4 1 . S e e  a ls o  Ib n  K a th ir ,  T a fs ir ,  I, 9 9 ;  T a b a r a n i ,  K a b ir ,  IX , n o . 9 0 2 7 . 

T h e r e  is  a l s o  a  s im i la r  in te r p r e ta t io n  o f  a l - N a d r  ib n  cA ra b i (d . A H  1 6 8 ) <— cI k r im a ,  m a w -  

la  o f  Ib n  c A b b a s  ( M e d in a n ,  d . A H  1 0 5 ), in  T a b a r i ,  T a fs ir ,  I, 2 4 1 .

18 H in ta  h a m r a '  q a w iy y a  f i h a  s h a ca r a  s a w d a H h a b b a t  h in ta  h a m r a ’ m a th q u b a  f i h a  

s h u ca y r a  s a w d a \  T h e  H e b r e w  w o rd s  f o r  th is  a r e  s a id  to  h a v e  b e e n : h i t ta  s u m q a ta  a z b a h  

m a z b a /z a b a  h a z b a .  S e e  M u s ta d r a k ,  II , 32 1 (T a fs i r , s u r a  7 :1 6 1 ) .  S e e  a l s o  T a b a r i ,  T a fs ir ,  

I, 2 4 1 ;  Ib n  K a th ir ,  T a fs ir ,  I, 9 9 ;  S u y u t i ,  D u r r ,  I, 7 1 .  In  Ib n  a l - cA r a b i ,  A h k a m ,  I, 21  th e y  

s a y :  s u m q a ta  a z a h u  h a z b a ,  w h ic h  is  e x p la in e d  a s : h a b b a  m a q lu w w a  f i  s h a cr a  m a r b u ta  

(“ f r ie d  g r a in  s t ru n g  o n  a  p ie c e  o f  h a i r ” ).

19 Ib n  H is h a m , II , 18 3.

20 G u i l l a u m e ,  L i f e  o f  M u h a m m a d ,  2 5 0 .
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W h a te v e r  th e  c a se  m a y  b e , th is  v a r ie ty  o f  in te rp re ta tio n s  a m o u n ts  to  

th e  id ea  th a t th e  c h a n g in g  o f  th e  w o rd  h itta  b y  th e  C h ild re n  o f  Is ra e l w as 

c o n n e c te d  w ith  w h e a t,  w h ic h  s e e m s  to  p re s e rv e  so m e  o f  th e  o r ig in a l 

B ib lic a l s to ry . M o re o v e r , a c c o rd in g  to  an  in te rp re ta tio n  re c o rd e d  in  Ibn  

a l- J a w z i’s Z a d  a l-m a s ir  o n  th e  a u th o rity  o f  A b u  S a lih , th e y  sa id  su n b u la -  

ta ,21 w h ic h  is th e  m o s t e x p lic it— th o u g h  iso la te d — re m n a n t o f  th e  re la tio n  

b e tw e e n  th e  Q u r3a n ic  h itta  a n d  th e  o r ig in a l  B ib l ic a l  s to ry  o f  s h ib b o 

le th !s ib b o le th .

In  th e  Q u r ’a n ic  s e tt in g ,  th e  tim e  o f  th e  B ib l ic a l  s to ry  o f  s h ib b o 

le th ! s ib b o le th  h a s  b e e n  c h a n g e d  fro m  th e  d a y s  o f  th e  ju d g e s  to  th e  tim e  

o f  M o se s , a n d  th e  te s t o f  h itta  w as  c o m b in e d  w ith  th e  c o m m a n d  g iv e n  to  

th e  C h ild re n  o f  Is ra e l to  e n te r  th e  “ to w n ” . In th e  Q u rDa n , th e  b as ic  s itu a 

t io n  o f  th e  sc e n e  h a s  b e c o m e  s o m e w h a t m o re  c o m p le x . It is n o  lo n g e r  

o n ly  a  te s t, b u t a lso  a  sc e n e  o f  d iso b e d ie n c e . T h e  Is ra e li te s  a re  n o t o n ly  

u n a b le  to  p ro n o u n c e  th e  c o rre c t w o rd , b u t a c tu a lly  re fu se  to  p ro n o u n c e  it. 

S in c e  th e  w o rd  in  A ra b ic  m e a n s  fo rg iv e n e ss  o f  s in s , th e ir  re fu sa l m e a n s  

re je c tio n  o f  G o d ’s m e rc y . T h e  m a in  fu n c tio n  o f  th e  s to ry  in th e  Q u r ’a n  is 

th e re fo re  to  d e m o n s tra te  th e  s in fu l c o n d u c t o f  th e  C h ild re n  o f  Is rae l, th e ir  

fa ilu re  to  say  h itta  b e in g  tu rn e d  in to  a n  ac t o f  d e lib e ra te  d iso b e d ie n c e .

T h e  tr ia l b y  h itta  is c o u p le d  in  th e  Q u r 3a n  w ith  th e  tr ia l b y  p ro s tra 

t io n , fo r  w h ic h  I w as u n a b le  to  f in d  a  B ib lic a l o rig in . I t a lso  o c c u rs  in  the  

Q u r3a n  s e p a ra te ly  fro m  th e  sc e n e  o f  h it ta  b u t s til l in  th e  c o n te x t o f  th e  

E x o d u s .22 A t an y  ra te , th e  M u s lim  e x e g e te s  h a v e  d e ta ile d  e x p la n a tio n s  o f  

h o w  th e  Is ra e li te s  fa i le d  th e  la t te r  te s t. T h e y  sa y  th a t  in s te a d  o f  p ro s t 

ra tin g  th e m se lv e s  w h ile  e n te r in g  th e  g a te , th e  Is ra e li te s  m e re ly  b e n t th e ir  

h e a d s  o r  tu rn e d  th e m  a s id e , o r  s lid  o n  th e ir  h ip s  o r  p o s te r io rs .23

21 Ib n  a l- J a w z i ,  Z a d  a l - m a s ir .  I, 8 6 .

22 Q u r ’a n  4 :1 5 4 .

23 B e n t  th e i r  h e a d s :  M u q a t i l ,  I, 1 0 9 ; H u w w a r i ,  I, 1 0 9 . S e e  a l s o  T a b a r i ,  T a fs ir ,  I, 2 4 1 , 

th e  t r a d i t io n  o f  a l - R a b ic ib n  A n a s  a l - B a k r i  ( B a s r a n ,  d . A H  1 3 9 ) , a n d  o f  a l - N a d r  ib n  

cA ra b i  [ p r in te d :  cA d i]  (d . A H  1 6 8 ) <— c I k r im a  (m a w l a  o f  Ib n  c A b b a s ,  M e d in a n ,  d .  A H  

1 0 5 ) . S l id  o n  t h e i r  p o s t e r io r s :  M u q a t i l ,  I, 1 1 0  (m a s ta lq in ). A n d  s e e  cA b d  a l - R a z z a q ,  

T a fs ir ,  I, 4 6 ;  T a b a r i ,  T a fs ir ,  I, 2 4 1 :  th e  t r a d i t io n  o f  M a cm a r  ib n  R a s h id  ( B a s r a n /Y e m e n i ,  

d .  A H  1 5 4 ) <r- a l - H a s a n  a l - B a s r i  ( ib n  A b i  1 -H a s a n , d . A H  1 1 0 ) a n d  Q a ta d a  ib n  D ica m a  

( B a s r a n ,  d . A H  1 1 7 ). A n d  s e e  T a b a r i ,  T a fs ir ,  I, 2 4 0 ;  B a g h a w i ,  M a c a l im  a l - ta n z i l ,  I, 8 9 ; 

B u k h a r i ,  S a h ih ,  V I, 2 2 - 2 3  (6 5 , s u r a  2 :5 8 ) :  th e  t r a d i t io n  o f  A b u  H u r a y r a  a n d  Ib n  c A b b a s
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R e fu sa l to  p e rfo rm  th e  a c t o f  p ro s tra tio n  (s u ju d ) p ro p e r ly  is in d e e d  a 

c o m m o n  sy m b o l o f  a rro g a n c e  a n d  d iso b e d ie n c e , an d  a p p e a rs  m a in ly  in 

tra d itio n s  d e sc r ib in g  th e  a tti tu d e  o f  M e c c a n  n o n -b e lie v e rs  to  th e  Is la m ic  

m a n n e r  o f  p ra y e r .24

A t th is  p o in t , w e  c a n  tu rn  to  th e  fu n c tio n  o f  th e  Q u r°a n ic  th e m e  o f  h itta  

in  th e  d e sc r ip tio n s  o f  th e  A ra b  c o n q u e s ts . A s w ith  th e  a f fa ir  o f  th e  sp ie s , 

th e  s to ry  o f  h itta  lik e w ise  e m e rg e s  in  th e  H ija z i sp h e re , a n d  is a lso  e c h 

o e d  in  th e  S y ria n  sp h ere . L e t u s b e g in  w ith  th e  la tte r.

J e r u s a l e m

T h e  lin k  o f  th e  Q u r3a n ic  h itta  p a s sa g e  to  th e  S y ria n  sp h e re  is re v e a le d  in  

Q u r3a n ic  e x e g e s is . T h e  e a r l ie s t a v a ila b le  c o m m e n ta r ie s  say  th a t th e  Q u r 

a n i c  q a ry a — th a t is, th e  “ to w n ”— w h ic h  th e  Is ra e lite s  a re  c o m m a n d e d  to  

e n te r  is I l iy a 3, o r  B a y t a l-M a q d is , i.e . J e ru sa le m  25 a n d  th a t a  g a te  k n o w n  

as  b a b  h itta  is fo u n d  in  th a t c i ty .26 S u c h  in te rp re ta tio n s  seem  to  b e  b ased  

o n  th e  fa c t th a t in  Is la m ic  J e ru sa le m  th e re  w as  in d e ed  a  g a te  n a m e d  h itta . 

S o m e  c o m m e n ta r ie s  o n  th e  Q u r ’a n ic  h itta  p a s sa g e  p ro v id e  a  fa ir ly  a c 

c u ra te  lo c a tio n  o f  th is  g a te . I t is sa id  to  b e  th e  e ig h th  g a te  in  th e  w a ll o f  

J e ru sa le m ,27 b u t a c c o rd in g  to  a  re p o r t re c o rd e d  b y  M u jir  a l-D in  a l-H a n -

<— P r o p h e t  ( v a r io u s  i s n a d s ) .  A n d  s e e  T a b a r i ,  T a fs i r , I , 2 4 1 ;  M u s ta d r a k ,  I I , 2 6 2 :  th e  

t r a d i t io n  o f  S a cid  ib n  J u b a y r  « -  Ib n  c A b b a s ;  T a b a r i ,  T a fs ir ,  I, 2 4 1 : th e  t r a d i t io n  o f  Ib n  

A b i N a jih  <— M u ja h id .

24 C f .  R u b in ,  T h e  E y e  o f  th e  B e h o ld e r ,  1 6 6 . S e e  a l s o  M .J . K is te r ,  “ S o m e  R e p o r ts  

C o n c e r n in g  a l - T a ’ i f ” , J e r u s a le m  S tu d ie s  in  A r a b ic  a n d  I s la m  1 ( 1 9 7 9 ) ,  4  [ r e p r . in  id e m ,  

S tu d ie s ,  X I ] ;  R o b e r to  T o t to l i ,  “ T r a d i t io n s  a n d  C o n t r o v e r s ie s  C o n c e r n in g  th e  S u g i td  a l-  

Qt<rJd n  in  H a d i t  L i t e r a tu r e ” , Z e i t s c h r i f t  d e r  D e u ts c h e n  M o r g e n la n d is c h e n  G e s e l l s c h a f t  

14 7 ( 1 9 9 7 ) ,  3 7 1 - 9 3 .

25 M u q a t i l ,  I, 1 09 ; cA b d  a l - R a z z a q ,  T a fs ir ,  I, 4 6 ;  H u w w a r i ,  I, 1 0 9 ; T a b a r i ,  T a fs ir ,  I, 

2 3 7  ( Q a ta d a ,  a l - S u d d i ,  a l - R a b ic ib n  A n a s ) .

26 M u ja h id  ib n  J a b r  ( M e c c a n ,  d . a h  1 0 4 ) in  M u ja h id ,  I, 7 6 .  c A t iy y a  ib n  S a cd  a l-  

cA w f i  (K u f a n ,  S h ici d . A H  1 1 1 ) f r o m  Ib n  cA b b a s ,  in  f a m i ly  i s n a d : T a b a r i ,  T a fs ir ,  I, 2 3 8 .  

S e e  a ls o  Ib n  a l - J a w z i ,  Z a d  a l - m a s ir ,  I, 8 5 . A n d  s e e  o th e r  s im i la r  in te r p r e ta t io n s  in  R a z i ,  

I I I ,  8 8  ( I b n  c A b b a s ,  D a h h a k ,  M u ja h id ,  Q a ta d a ) ;  Ib n  A b i l - S in a n ,  fo l .  5 3 a ;  Q u r tu b i ,  A h -  

k a m ,  I, 4 1 0 .

27 M a w a rd i ,  I, 125 ; T u s i ,  T a b y a n ,  I, 2 6 3 ; T a b r is i ,  M a j m a c, I, 2 6 4 .
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b a ll (d . a h  9 2 7 ) , th e  g a te  th u s  n a m e d  is  in  th e  n o r th e rn  w a ll o f  th e  

M o sq u e .28

T h e  e x is te n c e  o f  a  g a te  n a m e d  h itta  in  J e ru s a le m  (w h ic h  in  p re - Is -  

la m ic  tim e s  p ro b a b ly  s ig n if ie d  th e  “ W h e a t G a te ” ) e n a b le d  th e  M u s lim s  

to  lin k  th e  Q u r 3a n ic  h itta  v e rs e  to  J e ru s a le m . T h e  lin k  is n o t sm o o th , 

h o w e v e r , b e c a u se  in  th e  Q u r3an , th is  te rm  is n o t th e  n a m e  o f  th e  g a te , bu t 

m e re ly  a  w o rd  w h ic h  h a s  to  b e  p ro n o u n c e d  w h ile  g o in g  th ro u g h  it. T h is  

d isc re p a n c y  n o t w ith s ta n d in g , th e  c o m m e n ta r ie s  seem  to  a tte s t to  th e  fac t 

th a t  th e  M u s lim s  in  J e ru s a le m  id e n tif ie d  th e  lo c a l g a te  o f  h itta  w ith  th e  

Q u r3a n ic  h itta , a n d  th is  fa c t is m o s t re v e a lin g  in  itse lf . It a g a in  d e m o n 

s tra te s  th a t in  th e  S y r ia n  sp h e re , th e  Is la m ic  c o n q u e s t  w as  seen  by  M u s 

l im s  as p a r t o f  a  d iv in e  s c h e m e , a s  a  re n e w e d  e x o d u s  w h ic h  th e  Is ra e lite s  

h a d  a lre a d y  o n c e  b e e n  o rd e re d  to  u n d e r ta k e . H e n c e  th e  n o tio n  th a t  th e  

lo c a l g a te  is a lre a d y  m e n tio n e d  in  th e  Q u r3an  an d  fo rm s  p a r t o f  th e  d iv in e  

c o m m a n d  to  c o n q u e r  th e  P ro m ise d  L an d .

T h e  g a te  o f  h itta  w as  re g a rd e d  as  p a r tic u la r ly  b le sse d , an d  a  tra d itio n  

w as  c irc u la te d  s ta tin g  th a t an y  M u slim  p ra y in g  tw o  r a k ca s  n e a r  it w ill be 

e n title d  to  th e  e n t ire  re w a rd  p ro m ise d  to  th e  C h ild re n  o f  Is ra e l w h o  d is 

o b e y e d  th e  o rd e r  to  e n te r  it.29

S o m e  e x e g e te s  w h o  w ere  a w a re  o f  th e  B ib lic a l s to ry  o f  th e  c o n q u e s t 

o f  C a n a a n  k n e w  th a t  th is  c o n q u e s t  d id  n o t b e g in  w ith  J e ru s a le m , b u t 

r a th e r  w ith  J e r ic h o , a n d  th e y  fe lt o b lig e d  to  fill th e  g a p  b e tw e e n  th e  B ib le  

a n d  th e  Q u r 3an . T h e y  p u t fo rw a rd  th e  e x p la n a t io n  th a t  th e  Q u r 3a n ic  

“ to w n ” is  J e r ic h o , o r  a l-B a lq a 3,30 w h ic h  is th e  n a m e  o f  th e  e n tire  d is tr ic t 

to  th e  e a s t o f  th e  J o rd a n  R iv e r. “ A l-S h a m ” , w h ic h  is a  m o re  g e n e ra l an d

28 M u j i r  a l - D in ,  U n s , I I , 2 9 .  A n d  s e e  a l s o  A m ik a m  E la d ,  “ A n  E a r ly  A r a b ic  S o u r c e  

C o n c e r n in g  th e  M a r k e ts  o f  J e r u s a le m ” , C a th e d r a  2 4  ( 1 9 8 2 ) ,  3 8  ( in  H e b re w ) ,  w h e r e  it is  

n o te d  th a t  th e r e  is  to  th is  d a y  in  th e  s a m e  v ic in i t y  a  p o o l  n a m e d  B ir k a t  B a n i  I s r a ’il . O n  

h it ta  a n d  J e r u s a le m  s e e  a ls o  B u s s e ,  “ cO m a r  b . a l - H a t ta b  in  J e r u s a le m ” , 1 0 2 -1 0 4 .

29 Ib n  a l - M u r a j j a ,  1 3 9  (n o .  1 7 2 ) , 2 6 8  (n o .  4 0 7 ) ;  M in h a j i ,  l t h a f ,  I, 2 0 3 ; M u j i r  a l - D in ,  

U n s ,  I I , 2 9 .

30 J e r ic h o :  M u q a t i l ,  I, 11 0 ; T a b a r i ,  T a fs ir ,  1, 2 3 7  ( I b n  Z a y d ) ;  S a m a r q a n d i ,  I, 121 ( a l -  

K a lb i) ;  T h a H a b i ,  T a fs ir  (M S  B e r l in ) ,  1 0 0  ( I b n  c A b b a s ) .  A n d  s e e  id e m , Q is a s ,  2 2 1 .  A I-  

B a lq a ’ : T h a cla b i ,  T a fs ir  (M S  B e r l in ) ,  10 0 ; B a g h a w i ,  M a ca l im  a l - ta n z i l .  I, 8 8 ;  Ib n  A b i  1- 

S in a n ,  fo l .  5 3 a .
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n e u tra l lo c a tio n , is  a lso  m e n tio n e d .31 F u r th e rm o re , la te r  s c h o la rs  s u g 

g e s te d  th a t th e  g a te  o f  h it ta  h a d  o r ig in a lly  b een  in  Je r ic h o  a n d  w as o n ly  

la te r  o n  tra n s fe r re d  to  J e ru s a le m .32 A n o th e r  so lu tio n  a b a n d o n s  th e  lo c a 

t io n  o f  th e  g a te  o f  h itta  in  Je ru sa le m , a n d  c la im s  in s te a d  th a t th e  Q u rDan  

re fe rs  to  th e  d o o r  o f  th e  T e n t o f  M e e tin g  (a l-q u b b a ), n o t to  th e  g a te  o f  

a n y  p la c e  w ith in  th e  H o ly  L a n d .33 H o w e v e r , th e  p re v a i l in g  v ie w  h a s  

re m a in e d  th a t th e  g a te  o f  h itta  in  J e ru sa le m  is th e  o n e  re fe r re d  to  in  th e  

Q u r ’an , a n d  th u s  th e  lin k  b e tw e e n  th e  Is la m ic  c o n q u e s t an d  th e  Is ra e lite  

E x o d u s  h as  b e e n  p re se rv e d .

A r a b ia

In  th e  H ija z i sp h e re , th e  th e m e  o f  h itta  h a s  re ta in e d  its  e n tire  Q u r a n ic  

fu n c tio n  as  a  m o d e l o f  Is ra e li te  s in , an d  se rv es  to  h ig h lig h t th e  su p e rio r ity  

o f  th e  A ra b  b e lie v e rs  o v e r  th e  in su b o rd in a te  C h ild re n  o f  Is ra e l. A s  w ith  

th e  a f fa i r  o f  th e  sp ie s  (C h a p te r  3 ), th is  p a ssa g e  to o  is e m b e d d e d  in  th e  

s to ry  o f  M u h a m m a d ’s jo u rn e y  to  a l-H u d a y b iy y a  (6 /6 2 8 ); an  a llu s io n  to  it 

is m a d e  in  th e  c o u rse  o f  th e  d e sc r ip tio n  o f  a  c ru c ia l s ta g e  o f  th is  e v e n t 

fo llo w in g  th e  w a r  co u n c il.

T h e  b as ic  n o n -Q u r3a n ic  n a rra tiv e  fra m e w o rk  o f  th is  s ta g e  is  p ro v id e d  

in  th e  th re e  p a ra lle l v e rs io n s  o f  cU rw a  ib n  a l-Z u b a y r  d e sc r ib in g  M u h a m 

m a d ’s a p p ro a c h  to  a l-H u d a y b iy y a . T h e  c o n d itio n s  h e re  a re  an  o rd e a l. 

A f te r  th e  c o u n c il o f  w a r  th e  M u s lim s  d e c id e  to  p ro c e e d , b u t w h ile  try in g  

to  d is c o v e r  a n  a l te rn a tiv e  ro u te  to  M e c c a  th e y  face  m a n y  h a rd sh ip s , an d  

o n ly  th a n k s  to  th e ir  p e rs e v e ra n c e  d o  th e y  f in a lly  lo c a te  th e  r ig h t d e f ile  

( th a n iy y a ) th a t p e rm its  th e m  e n tra n c e  in to  th e  sa c re d  te rr ito ry  (h a ra m ) o f  

M ecca . T h e y  p ro c e e d  th ro u g h  th is  d e f ile  ti ll th e y  h a lt a t a l-H u d a y b iy y a . 

T h e  d isc o v e ry  o f  th e  th a n iy y a  m a rk s  th e  a c c o m p lish m e n t o f  th e  m iss io n , 

an d  w ith  it th e  o rd e a l en d s .

T h e  p a s sa g e  o f  th e  th a n iy y a  is c o n s id e re d  a  d if f ic u lt  a n d  d a n g e ro u s  

p h a se  in  an y  jo u rn e y  to  M e c c a , as  is in d ic a te d  in  fu r th e r  a c c o u n ts  a b o u t

31 T h a c la b i ,  T a fs i r  (M S  B e r l in ) ,  1 0 0 ; B a g h a w i ,  M a la l im  a l - ta n z i l ,  I, 8 8 ;  Ib n  A b i 1- 

S in a n ,  fo l .  5 3 a .

32 Ib n  a l- M u r a j ja ,  5 8  (n o .  4 6 ) ;  M in h a j i ,  I th a f ,  I, 2 0 3 .

33 Z a m a k h s h a r i ,  K a s h s h a f ,  I, 2 8 3 ;  Q u r tu b i ,  A h k a m ,  I, 4 1 0 .  S e e  a l s o  T u s i ,  T a b y a n ,  I, 

2 6 3 ; T a b r is i ,  M a j m a c, I, 2 6 4 .
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o th e r  a rm ie s  a p p ro a c h in g  M ecca . F o r  e x a m p le , th e re  a re  so m e  a p o c a ly p 

tic  tra d itio n s  th a t d e sc r ib e  th e  a p p ro a c h  o f  c e r ta in  h o s tile  tro o p s  to w a rd s  

M ecca  w h ic h  a re  e n g u lfe d  b y  th e  e a r th  (k h a s f ) w h ile  p a ss in g  th ro u g h  th e  

th a n iyya .34 T h e  su c c e s s fu l c ro s s in g  o f  th e  th a n iyya  in  th e  c a se  o f  a l-H u 

d a y b iy y a  is th e re fo re  a  s ig n  o f  d iv in e  in te rv e n tio n  in  fa v o u r  o f  M u h a m 

m a d ’s b e liev e rs .

In  th e  v e rs io n  q u o te d  fro m  cU rw a  th ro u g h  a l-Z u h r i by  Ib n  Ish a q , th e  

d e f ile  is c a lle d  T h a n iy y a t a l-M u ra r . cU rw a  re la te s  th e  s to ry  o n  th e  a u 

th o r i ty  o f  M isw a r  ib n  M a k h ra m a  a n d  M a rw a n  ib n  a l-H a k a m . W h e n  th e  

M u s lim s  fin d  o u t th a t th e ir  o r ig in a l ro u te  to  M e c c a  h a s  b e e n  c u t o f f  by  

M e c c a n  tro o p s , th e  P ro p h e t o rd e rs  th e m  to  ta k e  a n o th e r  c o u rse , th is  t im e  

th ro u g h  T h a n iy y a t a l-M u ra r . T h e y  h e a d  in  th a t d ire c tio n , m o v in g  sa fe ly  

u n til M u h a m m a d ’s sh e -c a m e l h a lts  a t ( th e  e n d  o f)  th e  ra v in e  (w h ic h  is a 

d iv in e  s ig n  th a t n e g o tia tio n s  w ith  th e  M e c c a n s  s h o u ld  n o w  ta k e  p la c e ) .35 

T h e  v e rs io n  q u o te d  b y  M a cm a r  ib n  R a sh id  fro m  cU rw a  th ro u g h  a l-Z u h ri 

(a g a in  o n  th e  a u th o rity  o f  M is w a r  a n d  M a rw a n ) o n ly  m e n tio n s  th e  d e f ile  

(a l- th a n iy y a ), w ith o u t n a m in g  it.36 In  th e  v e rs io n  q u o te d  fro m  cU rw a  by  

h is  so n  H ish a m , th e  d e f ile  is n am ed : D h a t a l-H a n z a l.37

T h e  Q u r3a n ic  le v e l o f  th e  s to ry  a p p e a rs  in  tra d itio n s  l in k in g  th e  p a s 

s a g e  o f  th e  th a n iy y a  le a d in g  to  M e c c a  to  th e  Q u r° a n ic  h itta  s to ry . T h e  

th a n iyya  is e q u iv a le n t to  th e  g a te  o f  th e  to w n , a n d  th e  h a rd sh ip s  su ffe re d  

b y  th e  M u s lim s  b e fo re  th e y  p a s s  sa fe ly  th ro u g h  it a re  a n a lo g o u s  to  th e  

te s t  o f  s a y in g  h itta .  T o  b e g in  w ith , in  a  tra d i t io n  q u o te d  b y  Ib n  Ish a q  

fro m  cA b d a lla h  ib n  A b i B a k r  (M e d in a n , d . A H  135), M u h a m m a d  d e c id e s  

to  ta k e  a n o th e r  tra c k  in s te a d  o f  th e  o n e  c o n tro lle d  b y  th e  M e c c a n s , an d  a 

m a n  o f  th e  tr ib e  o f  A sla m  v o lu n te e rs  to  g u id e  h im . H e  le a d s  th e  M u slim s  

th ro u g h  a  ru g g e d  ro c k y  p a s sa g e  w h ic h  is  v e ry  h a rd  o n  th e m , a n d  w h en  

th e y  f in a lly  e m e rg e  f ro m  it on  to  th e  e a sy  g ro u n d , th e  P ro p h e t te lls  h is  

m e n : “ S ay : ‘W e  a sk  G o d ’s fo rg iv e n e ss  a n d  re p e n t to w a rd s  H im .’ ” T h e y  

d o  as  th ey  a re  b id , a n d  th e n  th e  P ro p h e t d e c la re s : “ B y  G o d , th is  is th e

34 N u ca y m  ib n  H a m m a d ,  2 0 3 ; K a n z ,  X I , n o . 3 1 5 1 2 . S e e  a ls o  b e lo w , 2 1 7 - 1 8 .

35 Ib n  H is h a m , I I I ,  3 2 3 - 2 4 .  S e e  a ls o  A h m a d ,  M u s n a d ,  IV , 3 2 3 .

36 A h m a d , M u s n a d ,  IV , 3 2 9 . S e e  a ls o  T a b a r a n i ,  K a b ir ,  X X , n o . 13; B a y h a q i ,  D a la Jil, 

IV , 1 0 0 . C f .  cA b d  a l - R a z z a q ,  M u s a n n a f ,  V , 3 3 2  (n o .  9 7 2 0 ) ;  B a y h a q i ,  S u n a n ,  IX , 2 1 8 ; 

Ib n  H ib b a n , S a h ih ,  X I ,  n o . 4 8 7 2 .

37 Ib n  A b i S h a y b a ,  X IV , 4 3 0  (n o .  1 8 6 8 6 ) . S e e  a ls o  K a n z ,  X , 4 8 5  (n o . 3 0 1 5 3 ) .



T h e  G a te  o f  Hitta 93

[w ord ] h itta  th a t w as  su g g e s te d  to  th e  C h ild re n  o f  Is ra e l, b u t th e y  d id  n o t 

say  it.” 38

In  th is  se ttin g , th e  te rm  h itta  s e e m s  to  b e  u se d  in  its  o r ig in a l Q u rDa n ic  

fu n c tio n , i.e . a  w o rd  th a t m u s t b e  u tte re d  w h ile  e n te r in g  th e  to w n . T h e  

w o rd  is  p ro b a b ly  u n d e rs to o d  h e re  in  th e  s e n se  o f  fo rg iv e n e s s  o f  s in s , 

w h ic h  m e a n s  th a t th e  fa ith fu l A ra b s  w h o  h a v e  e n te re d  th e  th a n iyya  an d  

tra v e rse d  it su c c e ss fu lly  a re  e n title d  to  G o d ’s m e rc y , w h ic h  w as  w ith h e ld  

fro m  th e  s in fu l C h ild re n  o f  Is ra e l. T h e  s u c c e s s fu l p a s sa g e  th ro u g h  th e  

th a n iyya  h a s  th u s  b e c o m e  e q u a l to  th e  a n c ie n t c o m m a n d  to  e n te r  th e  

P ro m ise d  L a n d , a n d  th e  A ra b  b e lie v e rs  a re  th e  n ew  g e n e ra tio n  o f  a  c h o 

s e n  c o m m u n ity  f ro m  w h ic h  th e  s in fu l C h ild re n  o f  Is ra e l h a v e  b e e n  

e x c lu d e d .

A  m o re  d e ta ile d  d e sc r ip tio n  o f  th e  sam e  tr ia l o n  th e  ro ad  to  M e c c a  is 

p ro v id e d  b y  a l-W a q id i .39 H e d o e s  n o t g iv e  a n  is n a d , b u t th e  n am e  o f  th e  

C o m p a n io n  is m e n tio n e d  in  th e  tra d itio n  i ts e lf  a s  th e  n a rra to r . H e  is th e  

A n sa ri A b u  S a cId  a l-K h u d ri (d . A H  6 5 ). T h e  fu ll is n a d  w as  p re se rv e d  in 

a n o th e r  la te r  so u rc e .40 In a l-W a q id i’s v e rs io n  o f  th e  tra d itio n , th e  P ro p h e t 

a sk s  w h o  k n o w s  th e  w a y  to  th e  d e f ile  o f  D h a t a l-H a n z a l an d  a  m a n  o f  

A s la m  v o lu n te e rs  to  g u id e  th e m , b u t h e  so o n  lo se s  h is  w a y  a m o n g  th e  

c lif fs  a n d  th e  ta n g le d  b u sh es . A  se c o n d  m a n  o f  A sla m  ta k e s  o v er, b u t he  

to o  lo se s  h is  w ay , an d  o n ly  the  th ird  g u id e  o f  A s la m  m a n a g e s  to  le a d  th e  

M u s lim s  th ro u g h  th e  r ig h t p a ssa g e . B y  so m e  m a rv e l, th is  p a th  b e c o m e s  

w id e  an d  sm o o th , so  th a t th e y  p ro c e e d  e a s ily , w h ile  th e  n ig h t is b r ig h t as  

th o u g h  a  fu ll m o o n  w e re  s h in in g  r ig h t a b o v e  th e m . T h e n  th e  P ro p h e t 

says:

B y  G o d ,  to n ig h t  th i s  p a s s a g e  is  l ik e  th e  g a te  o f  w h ic h  G o d  s a id  to  th e  C h i ld r e n

o f  Is ra e l :  “ E n te r  th e  g a te  p r o s t r a t in g  y o u r s e lv e s ,  a n d  s a y : h i t ta ."

38 Ib n  H is h a m , I I I ,  3 2 3 :  W a - l la h i  in n a h a  la - i - h i t t a tu  H a lt cu r i d a t  ca ld  h a n i  J s r d 'i l a  

f a - l a m  y a q u lu h a .

39 W a q id i ,  M a g h d z i , II , 5 8 3 - 8 4 .

40 Z a y d  ib n  A s la m  ( M e d in a n ,  d . A H  1 3 6 ) <— " A ta 3 ib n  Y a s a r  ( M e d in a n  s to r y te l le r ,  d . 

A H  1 0 3 ) <— A b u  S a cid . S e e  K a s h f  a l - a s ta r ,  I I , 3 3 7 - 3 8  (n o . 1 8 1 2 ) . C f . Ib n  K a th ir ,  T a fs ir ,  

I , 9 9 ;  S u y u t i ,  D u r r ,  I, 71  ( f r o m  A b u  D a w u d  a n d  Ib n  M a r d a w a y h i ) ;  id e m , K h a s a ’ is ,  I I , 

3 3  ( f ro m  A b u  N u ca y m ) .
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A t th is  p o in t , a l-W a q id i in se r ts  a  tra d itio n  o f  A b u  H u ra y ra  to  th e  e f fe c t 

th a t in s te a d  o f  th e  w o rd  h itta , th e  C h ild re n  o f  Is ra e l s a id  h ib b a  f i  sh u -  

ca y ra .iX In  th e  su b se q u e n t p a r t  o f  th e  s to ry  o f  A b u  S a cid ,42 th is  C o m 

p a n io n  re la te s  th a t  th e  P ro p h e t s ta te d : “ W h o e v e r  c ro s s e s  th is  p a s s a g e  

to n ig h t, G o d  w ill fo rg iv e  h im  h is  s in s .” A ll th e  p e o p le  h a s te n  to  c ro ss , 

an d  in th e  m o rn in g  th e  P ro p h e t p ro c la im s  th a t G o d  h as  fo rg iv e n  th e m  a ll, 

e x c e p t fo r  o n e  p e rso n  r id in g  a  red  sh e -c a m e l. T h e  M u s lim s  lo o k  fo r  h im , 

a n d  h e  tu rn s  o u t to  be  a  s tra n g e r  fro m  th e  Y e m e n  (S if  a l-B a h r)  w h o  has 

jo in e d  th e  M u s lim s  in h is  s e a rc h  fo r  h is  lo s t s h e -c a m e l. T h e  M u slim s  

a d v ise  h im  to  g o  to  M u h a m m a d  a n d  a p p e a l fo r  fo rg iv e n e ss , b u t h e  c la im s  

th a t th e  M u s lim s  h av e  h id d e n  h is  lo s t  sh e -c a m e l an d  sa y s  th a t re tr ie v in g  

it is m o re  im p o r ta n t to  h im . H e so o n  le a v e s  th e m  a n d  f in d s  h is  d e a th  

e lse w h e re  w h ile  lo o k in g  fo r  h is  sh e -cam e l.

T h e  sc e n e  o f  th e  s tra n g e r  b r in g s  o u t c le a r ly  th e  c o n tra s t b e tw e e n  M u 

h a m m a d ’s fo llo w e rs  a n d  th e  o th e rs ,  a n d  m a rk s  th e  fo rm e r  as  a  c h o se n  

c o m m u n ity  c o lle c tiv e ly  e n jo y in g  th e  m e rc y  o f  G o d . In  th is  c a se , n o t o n ly  

th e  Is ra e lite s , b u t a lso  th e  A ra b  u n b e lie v e rs , h a v e  b e e n  e x c lu d e d  fro m  the 

c h o se n  co m m u n ity .

A n o th e r  v e rs io n  o f  th e  s a m e  sc e n e  re v e a ls  th e  im p a c t o f  in n e r  d iv i 

s io n s  on  th e  s to ry . W h ile  th e  A ra b ia n  M u s lim s  as  a  w h o le  ac t a s  a  c h o se n  

c o m m u n ity , o n e  sp e c if ic  g ro u p  e m e rg e s  as  m o re  d e v o te d  th a n  th e  o th e r. 

T h e y  a re  th e  A n s a r  o f  th e  M e d in a n  tr ib e  o f  a l-K h a z ra j.  A s  se e n  in  th e  

c a se  o f  th e  sp ie s  (C h a p te r  3 ) ,43 th e  A n sa r  su ffe re d  fro m  an  in fe r io r  so c ia l 

s ta tu s  in c o m p a r is o n  to  th e  M u h a jiru n  a n d  Q u ra y s h , a n d  th e  p re s e n t 

v e rs io n  re f le c ts  th e  w e ll-k n o w n  e ffo r ts  to  re s to re  th e ir  p o s itio n  in  Is lam ic  

so c ie ty . T h is  v e rs io n , w h ic h  g a in e d  e n tra n c e  in to  th e  c a n o n ic a l  h a d ith  

c o m p ila tio n  o f  M u s lim , is tra c e d  b ack  to  th e  M e d in a n  C o m p a n io n  J a b ir  

ib n  cA b d a lla h .44 T h e  d e f ile  is h e re  c a lle d  T h a n iy y a t a l-M u ra r . T h e  P ro 

p h e t s ta te s  th a t w h o e v e r  c lim b s  th e  p a s s a g e  w ill h a v e  h is  s in s  rem o v e d  

fro m  h im  (y u h a ttu  ca n h u ), as  w ith  th e  s in s  w h ic h  h a d  b e e n  re m o v e d  fro m  

th e  C h ild re n  o f  Is ra e l ( i.e . f ro m  th o se  w h o  o b e y e d — U .R .) . T h e  f ir s t  to

41 W a q id i ,  M a g h a z i , II , 5 8 4 - 8 5 .

42 I b id . ,  II , 5 8 5 - 8 6 .

43 A b o v e ,  6 9 .

44 M u s l im ,  V I I I ,  12 3  (5 0 ,  1 2 ). T h e  i s n a d : Q u r r a  ib n  K h a l id  ( B a s r a n ,  d .  c a .  A H  1 5 5 ) 

<— A b u  l - Z u b a y r  ( M u h a m m a d  ib n  M u s l im  ib n  T a d r u s )  (M e c c a n ,  d . A H  1 2 6 ) <— J a b i r .
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c o m p ly  a re  th e  p e o p le  o f  th e  M e d in a n  tr ib e  o f  a l-K h a z ra j, a n d  th e y  are  

fo llo w e d  b y  th e  re s t o f  th e  M u s lim s . T h e  P ro p h e t d e c la re s  th a t a ll a re  

g ra n te d  fo rg iv e n e ss  o f  s in s , e x c e p t fo r  o n e  p e rso n  lo o k in g  fo r  h is  lo s t 

sh e -cam e l.

T h e  e m e rg e n c e  o f  a  s in g le  A ra b ia n  g ro u p  as  th e  f irs t to  o b e y  m a rk s  

th e  b e n d in g  o f  th e  n o tio n  o f  th e  c h o se n  c o m m u n ity  to  in te re s ts  o f  v a rio u s  

Is lam ic  fac tio n s  v y in g  fo r  em in e n c e  in  th e  ea rly  Is lam ic  so c ie ty .

T h e  S h ica  a n d  Hitta

T h e  S h icis  u se d  th e  Q u r3an ic  m o d e l o f  Is ra e lite  s in  to  re b u k e  th e ir  o p p o 

n e n ts ,45 b u t a t th e  sa m e  tim e  th e y  g le a n e d  fro m  th e  Q u rDa n ic  h is to ry  o f  

p a s t c o m m u n itie s  so m e  sy m b o ls  o f  d iv in e  m e rc y  an d  g u id a n c e , an d  u sed  

th e m  to  h ig h lig h t th e  v ir tu e s  o f  th e  im a m s  a n d  th o se  w h o  fo llo w  th em  

an d  re c o g n ise  th e ir  d iv in e  au th o rity . T h is  m e a n s  th a t th e  S h icis  so u g h t to  

b e c o m e  th e  c h o se n  s e c tio n  th a t re ta in s  a m o n g  th e  M u s lim s  th e  u n b le 

m ish e d  Is ra e lite  h e r ita g e  o f  d iv in e  g u id a n c e  a n d  m e rc y . T h e  th e m e  o f  h it 

ta  w as in d e e d  a p p ro p r ia te  fo r  th e  la tte r  p u rp o se . B e in g  a  k e y  to  d iv in e  

m e rc y  fo r  th o se  w h o  u tte re d  it, th e  S h i° is  tu rn e d  it in to  a  sy m b o l o f  th e  

m e rc y  a n d  g u id a n c e  a s su re d  fo r  th e  S h i° is  b y  th e ir  im a m s. Im p lic it  h e re  

is th e  n o tio n  th a t th o se  C h ild re n  o f  Is ra e l w h o  re fu se d  to  sa y  h itta  fo re 

sh a d o w e d  th e  e n e m ie s  o f  th e  S h i°a  w h o  re je c te d  th e  a u th o r i ty  o f  th e  

im a m s.

T h e  w o rd  h itta  s ta n d s  in  S h ici tra d i t io n s  fo r  th e  n a m e  o f  th e  g a te  

le a d in g  to  th e  p ro m ise d  to w n , a n d  is o f te n  c o u p le d  w ith  a n o th e r  ty p ic a l 

sy m b o l o f  m e rc y  an d  d e liv e ra n c e , a lth o u g h  n o t sp e c if ic a lly  Is ra e lite . T h is  

is N o a h ’s A rk , w h ic h  o u r  tra d itio n s  a lso  d e r iv e  fro m  th e  Q u r3a n , w h e re  it 

se rv e s  to  sa v e  th e  m in o r ity  o f  b e lie v e rs  w h o  su rv iv e d  th e  D e lu g e  w ith  

N o a h .46

M o st o f  th e  tra d itio n s  a b o u t h itta  an d  N o a h ’s A rk  a re  P ro p h e tic , th a t 

is, th e y  a re  a t tr ib u te d  to  M u h a m m a d . T h e  s im ile s  o f  h itta  a n d  th e  A rk  

il lu s tra te  in  th e m  th e  fu n c tio n  o f  a h l a l-b a y t,  i.e . c A ll an d  th e  re s t o f  th e  

S h ici im a m s,  a s  a  s o u rc e  o f  d e l iv e ra n c e  a n d  g u id a n c e . In  o n e  o f  th e se

45 S e e  a b o v e ,  7 7 - 8 2 .

46 E .g . Q u r ’a n  2 9 :1 5 .  O n  N o a h ’s r o le  in  T w e lv e r  S h ici l i te r a tu r e ,  s e e  E ta n  K o h lb e r g ,  

“ S o m e  S h ici V ie w s  o n  th e  A n te d i lu v ia n  W o r ld ” , S tu d ia  I s la m ic a  5 2  ( 1 9 8 0 ) ,  4 9 - 6 4 .
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tra d itio n s , th e  P ro p h e t is q u o te d  b y  th e  C o m p a n io n  A b u  D h a rr  a l-G h ifa ri 

(d . a h  3 2), w h o  is a  v e ry  p o p u la r  f ig u re  w ith  th e  S h icis a n d  is th e re fo re  a  

su ita b le  a u th o rity  o n  tra d i t io n s  p ra is in g  cA H ’s fa m ily . T h e  tra d i t io n  is 

q u o te d  fro m  A b u  D h a r r  b y  th e  K u fa n  H a n a sh  ib n  a l -M u cta m ir  (o r  R a- 

b ica ) a l-K in a n i an d  w as  tra n sm itte d  fro m  H a n a sh  by  th e  S h icI K u fa n  A bu  

Ish aq  a l-S a b ici (d . a h  1 2 6 -2 9 ) . T h is  v e rs io n  w as re c o rd e d  by  a l-T a b a ra n i 

(d . a h  3 6 0 ),47 an d  h e re  th e  P ro p h e t s ta tes:

T h e  f e l l o w - m e m b e r s  o f  m y  h o u s e  a m o n g s t  y o u  a r e  s i m i l a r  to  N o a h ’s A rk  

a m o n g s t  N o a h ’s  p e o p le — w h o e v e r  s a i l s  i t  w il l  b e  s a v e d ,  a n d  w h o e v e r  s t a y s  b e 

h in d  w ill  b e  d r o w n e d ,  a n d  l ik e  th e  g a te  o f  h i t ta  a m o n g s t  th e  C h i ld r e n  o f  I s ra e l .

T h e  c la u se  “ a n d  lik e  th e  g a te  o f  h itta "  s e e m s  to  b e  a  g lo ss  a d d e d  to  th e  

b as ic  s ta te m e n t c o n c e rn in g  th e  A rk , th e  la tte r  s im ile  b e in g  a  m o re  ty p ica l 

sy m b o l o f  d e liv e ra n c e  th a n  h itta .  It h as  b e e n  k n o w n  to  th e  M u s lim s  n o t 

o n ly  fro m  th e  Q u r ’an  b u t a lso  fro m  B ib lic a l tra d itio n , w h e re a s  th e  te rm  

h itta  h as  o n ly  b een  a s so c ia te d  w ith  re d e m p tio n  s in ce  th e  Q u rDan .

T h e  h itta  g lo ss  a p p e a rs  in  fu r th e r  v e rs io n s  w ith  d if fe re n t is n a d s , o n e  

still w ith  th e  C o m p a n io n  A b u  D h arr , w h o  is th is  tim e  q u o te d  b y  th e  S h ici 

A b u  I-T u fay l ( cA m ir  ib n  W a th ila , M e c c a n  C o m p a n io n , d . a h  110).48 In 

a n o th e r  v e rs io n  th e  C o m p a n io n  is A bu  S a° id  a l-K h u d ri, w h o  is q u o te d  by  

th e  S h lci cA tiy y a  ibn  S a cd  a l - cA w fi (K u fa n , d . a h  111). H e re  it  is a d d e d  

th a t w h o e v e r  e n te rs  th e  g a te  o f  h itta  o f  th e  C h ild re n  o f  I s ra e l w ill be  

g ra n te d  fo rg iv e n e ss  o f  s in s .49

F in a lly , th e  A rk  s ta te m e n t g lo s se d  b y  th e  h itta  o n e  is a lso  a v a ila b le  

w ith  an  is n a d  o f c A ll, w h o  th is  tim e  d e liv e rs  it as  h is  o w n  s ta te m e n t; th e  

P ro p h e t h a s  n o  ro le  a t a ll. T h e  S h ici m e s s a g e  o f  th e  s ta te m e n t is th u s  

b ro u g h t o u t in to  th e  o p en . In  th is  v e rs io n , w h ic h  w as re c o rd e d  b y  Ib n  A bi 

S h a y b a  (d . a h  2 3 5 ),50 cA li d ec la re s :

47 T a b a r a n i ,  K a h ir ,  I I I , n o . 2 6 3 7 ;  id e m , A w s a t ,  IV , n o . 3 5 0 2 ; id e m , S a g h ir ,  I, 1 3 9 - 4 0 .

48 Ib n  H a ja r ,  M a ta l ib ,  IV , n o .  4 0 0 4 .

49 T a b a r a n i ,  S a g h ir ,  I I , 2 2 . S e e  a ls o  K h a r g u s h i ,  fo l .  6 8 a .

50 Ib n  A b i S h a y b a ,  X I I ,  n o .  1 2 1 6 4 . T h e  is n a d :  A cm a s h  ( S u l a y m a n  ib n  M ih r a n ,  K u 

f a n ,  d . a h  1 4 8 ) <— a l - M in h a l  ib n  cA m r  a l - A s a d i  ( K u f a n )  <— 'A b d a l l a h  ib n  a l - H a r i th  a l -  

A n s a r i  ( B a s r a n )  <— cA li.
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W e  a r e  l ik e  th e  A rk  o f  N o a h ,  a n d  l ik e  th e  g a te  o f  h i t ta  a m o n g s t  th e  C h i ld r e n  o f  

I s ra e l .

T h e  S h ici m e s s a g e  o f  th e  s ta te m e n t b e c o m e s  e v e n  m o re  e x p lic it  in  a n 

o th e r  v e rs io n  in  w h ic h  th e  u tte ra n c e  is d e liv e re d  a g a in  b y  th e  P ro p h e t an d  

tra n sm itte d  on  th e  a u th o rity  o f  th e  C o m p a n io n  Ib n  c A b b a s . T h e  g a te  o f  

h itta  is h e re  th e  o n ly  s im ile , a n d  th e  tra d itio n  u se s  th e  e x p lic i t  n a m e  o f  

c A li in s te a d  o f  th e  so m e w h a t v a g u e  e x p re s s io n  a h l  a l-b a y t.  T h e  P ro p h e t 

h e re  s ta te s :51

c A li  ib n  A b i T a l ib  is  th e  g a te  o f  h i t t a — w h o e v e r  e n te r s  it is  a  b e l i e v e r ,  a n d  w h o 

e v e r  c o m e s  o u t  o f  it is  a n  in f id e l  (k e f i r ).

T h e  S h ici  C o m p ila tio n s

N o n e  o f  th e  a b o v e  v e rs io n s  g a in e d  e n tra n c e  in to  th e  c a n o n ic a l h a d ith  

c o m p ila t io n s , w h ic h  is d u e  to  th e ir  d e fe c tiv e  i s n a d s  a s  w e ll a s  to  th e ir  

b lu n t S h ici m e ssa g e . H o w e v e r , T w e lv e r  S h lci w r ite rs  p ic k e d  u p  th e se  

tra d itio n s  a n d  re p ro d u c e d  th e m  w ith o u t h e s ita tio n  in  th e ir  o w n  c o m p ila 

tio n s . T h u s , v a r io u s  v e rs io n s  o f  A b u  D h a rr , w h ic h  c o m p a re  th e  a h l a l-  

b a y t  w ith  N o a h ’s A rk  a n d  th e  g a te  o f  h itta , r e a p p e a r  in  th e  S h ici 

so u rc e s .52 S o m e  o f  th e m  ( tra n s m itte d  b y  H a n a sh  ib n  a l-M u ° ta m ir)  w ere  

re p o r te d ly  re c o rd e d  b y  S u la y m  ibn  Q ay s  (K u fan , d . ca. a h  90), o n e  o f  the  

e a r l ie s t S h ici f ig u re s  o f  th e  U m a y y a d  p e r io d  to  w h o m  a  b o o k  w as  a t tr ib 

u te d .53 T h e se  so u rc e s  a lso  c o n ta in  a  v e rs io n  o f  Ib n  c A b b a s  as  q u o te d  by 

h is  m a w la  cIk rim a . It c o m p a re s  th e  g a te  o f  h itta  to  “ th e  im a m s  o f  a h l a l-  

b a y t" ,  a n d  th u s  le a v e s  n o  d o u b t a s  to  th e  p u rp o rt o f  th is  v e rs io n .54

T h e  C o m p a n io n  q u o tin g  th e  P ro p h e t w a s  re p la c e d  in  so m e  v e rs io n s  

b y  a  m o re  a d e q u a te  S h ici a u th o rity , n a m e ly , th e  im a m  A b u  J a cfa r  a l-B a -

51 Ib n  a l - J a w z i ,  a l - A h a d i th  a l - w a h iy a ,  I, 2 3 8  (n o . 3 8 4 ) .  S e e  a l s o  K a n z ,  X I , n o . 3 2 9 1 0 . 

T h e  is n a d :  A cm a s h  <— cA ta ’ ib n  A b i R a b a h  (M e c c a n ,  d . A H  1 14) <— Ib n  c A b b a s  <— P r o 

p h e t .

52 Ib n  S h a h r a s h u b ,  I, 2 5 4 ; B ih a r  a l - a n w d r ,  X X I I I ,  10 5  (n o .  3 ) , 1 1 9 - 2 0  (n o .  4 0 ) ,  123 

(n o . 4 8 ) .

53 S u la y m  ib n  Q a y s ,  6 6 - 6 7 .  S e e  a l s o  T a b a r s i ,  Ih t i ja j ,  1 5 6 - 5 7 ;  B ih a r  a l - a n w d r ,  

X X I I I ,  1 1 9  (n o . 3 8 ) ,  1 2 4 - 2 5  (n o . 5 2 ) .

54 B ih a r  a l- a n w d r ,  X X I I I ,  1 1 9  (n o .  3 9 ) .
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q ir . H e  a lle g e d ly  q u o te d  fro m  th e  P ro p h e t th e  s ta te m e n t r e fe r r in g  to  

N o a h ’s A rk , a s  w e ll a s  th e  o n e  re fe r r in g  to  th e  g a te  o f  h itta .55 F u r th e r 

m o re , M u h a m m a d  h im s e lf  w as  re p la c e d  in  so m e  c a se s  b y  an  im a m , an d  

th u s  th e  sam e  A b u  J a cfa r  is sa id  to  h av e  s ta te d , w h ile  c o m m e n tin g  on  th e  

Q u C a n ic  h itta  p a ssa g e : n a h n u  b a b  h itta tik u m  (“ W e a re  y o u r  g a te  o f  h it 

t a " ) 55 T h e  sam e  s ta te m e n t w as  a lso  a ttr ib u te d  to  th e  e ig h th  im a m  A bu  1- 

H a sa n  a l-R id a  ( cA li ib n  M u sa , d . A H  2 0 3 ).57 S im ila r ly , a l-H a sa n  th e  son 

o f  cA ll w as  m a d e  to  s ta te  in  a  s e rm o n  o f  h is  th a t cA li w a s  th e  g a te  o f  

h itta , a n d  w h o e v e r  e n te re d  it w as  s a f e . . . .58 cA li h im s e lf  a p p e a rs  a s  th e  

u l t im a te  o r ig in  o f  th e  h itta  s ta te m e n t;  h e  s a y s  th a t  a h l a l-b a y t  w e re  

a p p o in te d  as  th e  c o m m u n ity ’s g a te  o f  h itta ,  so  th a t  th e  s in s  o f  th o se  

fo llo w in g  th e  im a m s  m a y  b e  fo rg iv e n . H o w e v e r , th e  h itta  g a te  o f  th e  

M u slim s , say s  °A li, is w o r th ie r  th an  th a t o f  th e  C h ild re n  o f  Is rae l b eca u se  

it w as  m a d e  o n ly  o f  w o o d  (a k h a sh ib ), w h e re a s  th e  im a m s  a re  th e  m o s t 

r ig h te o u s  a n d  e le v a te d  so u rce  o f  g u id a n c e , lik e  th e  s ta rs  in  th e  s k y . . . .59

T h e  c h a n g in g  o f  e a r ly  isn a d s  a n d  the  in te rp o la tio n  o f  n a m e s  o f  im a m s  

in to  th e m  is a  ty p ic a l m e th o d  w h ic h  T w e lv e r  S h icis  e m p lo y e d  to  a d a p t 

e a r ly  h a d ith  m a te r ia l to  th e ir  o w n  p u rp o se s . T h is  p h e n o m e n o n  is a lso  

d e m o n s tra te d  in  th e  s to ry  o f  a l-H u d a y b iy y a ; th e  a b o v e  v e rs io n , w ith  th e  

th e m e  o f  h itta  e m b e d d e d  in it, re a p p e a rs  in  th e  S h IcI s o u rc e s ,60 b u t h e re  

th e  isn a d  is trac ed  b ack  to  th e  im a m  J a cfa r  a l-S ad iq .

F in a lly , it is in te re s tin g  to  o b se rv e  th a t th e  “ g a te  o f  h itta  o f  th e  C h il 

d re n  o f  Is ra e l” a p p e a rs  in  a  S h ici so u rc e  in  a  lis t o f  s a c re d  s ite s ,61 b u t th e  

e x a c t lo c a tio n  o f  th e  g a te  th u s  n a m e d  is n o t sp ec if ied .

S u m m in g  u p , th e  S h icI e m p lo y m e n t o f  th e  h itta  th e m e  e x e m p lif ie s  th e  

ro le  o f  Is ra e lite  sy m b o ls  as  a  m o d e l o f  th e  g u id a n c e  o ffe re d  to  th e  b e lie v 

e rs  b y  th e  im a m s.  T h e  o th e r  fu n c tio n  o f  th is  th e m e , th a t is, to  d e n o u n c e  

th o se  w h o  ig n o re  th e  m e rc y  in h e re n t in  h itta , p e r ta in s  in  th e  S h i° i c o n te x t

55 N u cm a n i ,  G h a y b a ,  2 8 .

56 cA y y a s h i ,  I, 6 3  (n o . 4 7 ) .  S e e  a ls o  T a b r is i ,  M a j m a c, I, 2 6 4 .

57 B ih a r  a l- a n w a r ,  X X I I I ,  1 2 2  (n o .  4 6 ) .

58 P s . - M a s cu d i, I th b a t ,  1 72.

59 B ih a r  a l - a n w a r ,  X X I I I ,  1 2 2 - 2 3  (n o . 4 7 ) .

60 K u lin i ,  V I I I ,  3 2 2  (n o . 5 0 3 ) .

61 S e e  Ib n  S h a h r a s h u b ,  II , 4 4 .
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to  th e  e n e m ie s  o f  th e  S h icis , w h ile  in  th e  S u n n i c o n te x t it is d e s ig n e d  to  

e s ta b lish  th e  su p e r io r ity  o f  th e  A ra b  b e lie v e rs  as  m e m b e rs  o f  a  c h o se n  

c o m m u n ity , fro m  w h ic h  th e  Je w s  h a v e  b e e n  ex c lu d ed .



C H A P T E R  5

T H E  T A B L E T S  O F  M O S E S  A N D  

M U H A M M A D ’ S U M M A

T h e  re p la c e m e n t o f  th e  C h ild re n  o f  Is ra e l b y  M u h a m m a d ’s b e lie v e rs  as 

G o d ’s c h o se n  c o m m u n ity  e m e rg e s  n o t o n ly  in  th e  re a lm  o f  M u h a m m a d ’s 

c a m p a ig n s , b u t a lso  o n  a  m o re  g lo b a l lev e l th a t is re v e a le d  in  th e  re a lm  o f  

Q u C a n ic  e x e g e s is . H e re  th e  s in  o f  th e  c a l f  h a s  b e c o m e  th e  m a in  re a so n  

fo r  th e  e x c lu s io n  o f  th e  Is ra e li te s  fro m  th e  c h o s e n  c o m m u n ity  a n d  th e ir  

re p la c e m e n t by  th e  A ra b  b e lie v e rs . T h is  s in  le a d s  to  fa ta l c o n se q u e n c e s  

in  th e  B ib le  (E x o d u s  32 ) a s  w e ll as  in  th e  Q u r°an . T h e  m o s t d e ta ile d  Q u r 

a n i c  d e s c r ip t io n  is p ro v id e d  in  S u ra t a I -A cr a f  (7 ): 1 4 4 -5 7 , w h e re  it is 

c o m b in e d  w ith  th e  sc e n e  o f  th e  sm a sh in g  o f  th e  ta b le ts . In  th e  Q u r3an ic  

v e rs io n , th e  C h ild re n  o f  Is ra e l m a k e  th e  c a l f  w h ile  M o se s  is a w a y  re 

c e iv in g  th e  ta b le ts  (7 :1 44 4 9 ). M o se s  c o m e s  b a c k  fu r io u s  a n d  sm a sh e s  

th e  ta b le ts . A  p u n is h m e n t is th e n  p ro m ise d  to  th e  s in n e rs , a n d  m e rc y  to  

th o se  w h o  re p e n t (7 :1 5 0 -5 3 ) .  W h en  M o se s  re g a in s  h is  c a lm , h e  ta k es  th e  

ta b le ts  (th a t is, w h a t h a s  re m a in e d  o f  th e m ) o n  w h ic h  a re  in sc r ib e d  w o rd s  

o f  g u id a n c e  a n d  m e rc y  (7 :1 5 4 ) , a n d  th e n  e le c ts  7 0  p e o p le  to  a t te n d  an  

a u d ie n c e  b e fo re  G o d  (7 :1 5 5 ); th is  p a r tic u la r  d e ta il o r ig in a te s  in  N u m b e rs  

1 1 :1 6 -1 7 . T h e  7 0  d e le g a te s  a re  s e iz e d  b y  a n  e a r th q u a k e  (ra jfa ), a n d  

M o se s  th e n  p ra y s  fo r  G o d ’s m e rc y . G o d ’s re s p o n s e  is a lso  d e s c r ib e d  

(7 :1 5 5 -5 7 ) . T h is  e p iso d e  is d e r iv e d  fro m  E x o d u s  3 2 :3 0 -3 4 .

T h e  tra d i tio n s  re c o rd e d  in  th e  c o m m e n ta r ie s  o n  th e se  v e rs e s  re v e a l 

s ig n if ic a n t a sp e c ts  o f  th e  n o tio n  th a t th e  A ra b s  h a v e  re p la c e d  th e  Is ra e l 

ites  as  G o d ’s c h o se n  c o m m u n ity . S o m e  o f  th e m  d e s c r ib e  M o s e s ’ re c e p 

t io n  o f  th e  ta b le ts ,  th e  id e a  u n d e r ly in g  th e  p o r tra y a l  b e in g  th a t  M u 

h a m m a d ’s u m m a  is d e sc r ib e d  in  th e  T o ra h . T h e  tra d itio n s  in  w h ic h  K a cb 

a l-A h b a r  re c i te s  to  cU m a r  in  J e ru s a le m  th e  B ib lic a l d e s c r ip t io n  o f  th e

100
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M u slim s  to  e x p re s s  h is  c o n v ic t io n  th a t  th e  I s la m ic  c o n q u e s t  o f  th e  

P ro m ise d  L a n d  c o r re s p o n d s  to  Je w ish  m e ss ia n is m , h a v e  a lre a d y  b e e n  

seen  in  C h a p te r  1 M o s e s  to o  is sa id  to  h a v e  re a d  a  s im ila r  d e sc r ip tio n  in 

h is  o w n  ta b le ts , b u t u n lik e  K a°b , h e  is d e e p ly  d isa p p o in te d  w ith  w h a t th e  

ta b le ts  say , a n d  in  h is  ra g e  h e  sm a sh e s  th e m . H is  re a c tio n  is c a u s e d  by  

th e  fa c t th a t  th e  c h o s e n  c o m m u n ity  d e s c r ib e d  in  th e  ta b le ts  is n o t th e  

I s ra e li te  o n e . T h e  c o n tra s t  b e tw e e n  th e  a t t i tu d e s  o f  K a cb  a n d  M o se s  

re p re se n ts  th e  c o n tra s t b e tw e e n  th e  u n iv e rsa l p e rc e p tio n  o f  th e  c o m m u 

n ity  as  r e v e a le d  in  th e  t ra d i t io n  a b o u t K a cb  a n d  th e  p a r t ic u la r is t ic ,  o r  

e x c lu s iv e , p e rc e p tio n  o f  th e  c o m m u n ity  as  re v e a le d  in th e  s to ry  o f  M o ses. 

H ere  th e  c h o se n  c o m m u n ity  is c o n fin e d  to  M u h a m m a d ’s A ra b  fo llo w e rs , 

an d  M o s e s ’ p e o p le  a re  e x p lic i t ly  d e n ie d  th e  r ig h t to  b e  in c lu d e d . T h u s , 

th e  n o tio n  o f  su p e rio r ity  o f  A ra b s  o v e r  J e w s  is m a n ife s te d  a t its  c lea re s t.

T h e  s to ry  o f  M o se s  a n d  th e  sm a sh e d  ta b le ts  is in c lu d e d  in a  tra d itio n  

o f  th e  B a s ra n  Q a ta d a  ib n  D ica m a  (d . a h  117), w h ic h  a p p e a rs  a lre a d y  in  

th e  T a fs ir  o f  cA b d  a l-R a z z a q  (d . a h  2 1 1),2 as  tra n sm itte d  fro m  Q a ta d a  by 

M a cm a r ib n  R a sh id  (B a s ra n /Y e m e n i, d. a h  154). M o se s  re a d s  th e  ta b le ts  

an d  fin d s  in  th e m  sev en  v ir tu e s  o f  a ch o sen  c o m m u n ity . M o se s  a p p e a ls  to  

G o d , an d  th e  fo llo w in g  d ia lo g u e  ta k es  p la ce :

M o s e s :  “ I f in d  in  th e  ta b le ts  a  c o m m u n i ty  w h o s e  m e m b e r s  a r e  d e s c r ib e d  a s . . . .

L e t  th is  c o m m u n i ty  b e  m in e .”

G o d :  “ T h is  is  th e  C o m m u n i ty  o f  A h m a d ” ( t i lk a  u m m a t A h m a d ) .

T h is  e x c h a n g e  re c u rs  se v e n  tim e s  o v er, fo llo w in g  M o se s ’ re ad in g  o f  ea c h  

o f  th e  sev en  v ir tu e s  o f  th e  c h o se n  co m m u n ity . A t la s t, M o se s  sm ash es  th e  

ta b le ts  b e c a u se  G o d  h as  re je c te d  h is  re q u e s t to  le t th is  c o m m u n ity  be  h is 

o w n . H e  th e n  a sk s  G o d : “ L e t m e b e c o m e  o n e  o f  th e m  th e n  ( th a t is, o f  

A h m a d ’s c o m m u n ity )” . G o d  a g a in  re fu se s , say in g : “ Y o u  w ill n o t liv e  to  

see  th e m ” ( in n a k a  la n  tu d r ik a h u m ).  N e v e rth e le s s , G o d  is w illin g  to  g iv e  

M o se s  so m e  c o m p e n sa tio n , a n d  H e re v e a ls  tw o  p a ssa g e s  w h ic h  a re  n o w  

in c lu d e d  in  th e  Q u r ’a n ic  s to ry  o f  M o se s  a n d  th e  ta b le ts . O n e  is 7 :1 4 4 , in

1 A b o v e , 1 4 - 1 8 .

2 cA b d  a l - R a z z a q ,  T a fs ir ,  I, 2 3 6 - 3 7 .  F o r  Q a t a d a ’s  t r a d i t io n  s e e  a l s o  H u w w a r i ,  II , 

4 8 - 4 9  ( w i th o u t  is n a d ) ', I b n  A b i H a t im ,  V , 1 5 6 4 - 6 5  (n o .  8 9 6 7 ) .  C f . T a b a r i ,  T a fs ir ,  IX , 

4 5 .
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w h ich  G o d  sa y s  th a t H e h a s  c h o se n  M o se s  a b o v e  all m e n , an d  th e  seco n d  

is th e  I s ra e li te  u m m a  v e rs e  (7 :1 5 9 ) , in  w h ic h , a s  s e e n  in  C h a p te r  1, a 

g ro u p  {u m m a )  w h o  g u id e s  by  th e  tru th  is s a id  to  h a v e  b e e n  a m o n g  th e  

p e o p le  o f  M o se s  (w h ic h  m e an s  th a t n o t all o f  th e m  are  g u ilty  o f  th e  s in  o f  

th e  ca lf)-3 A b o u t th is  v e rse , Q a ta d a  say s  th a t it “ w as  a d d e d ” (w a -z id a ), so  

th a t th e  Is ra e li te  u m m a  v e rs e  is m e re ly  a  s e c o n d a ry  g lo s s , o r  a n  a f te r 

th o u g h t, w h ic h  d o e s  n o t d im in is h  th e  e s s e n tia l  w ic k e d  n a tu re  o f  th e  

m a jo rity  o f  th e  Is ra e lite  p eo p le . T h a t th is  v e rse  w as  o n ly  re v e a le d  to  “ a p 

p e a se  M o se s” {a l-m u ra d a t li-M u sa ),  w h o  h a d  b e c o m e  u p se t a f te r  h a v in g  

seen  th e  c o n te n ts  o f  th e  ta b le ts , is a lso  s ta te d  in  a  tra d itio n  o f  Ib n  J u b a y r  

(K u fan , d. a h  9 5 ) <- Ibn  c A b b a s .4

In  th e  s to ry  o f  M o se s  a n d  th e  ta b le ts ,  th e  fa ilu re  o f  th is  p ro p h e t is 

tw o fo ld . H e  n e i th e r  b e c o m e s  th e  le a d e r  o f  th e  c h o s e n  c o m m u n ity , n o r  

d o e s  he g a in  m e m b e rsh ip  to  it u n d e r  M u h a m m a d ’s le ad e rsh ip .

T h e  sev en  e x c lu s iv e  v ir tu e s  o f  th e  c h o se n  c o m m u n ity  as  e n u m e ra te d  in 

Q a ta d a ’s tra d itio n  re p re s e n t th e  b a s is  on  w h ic h  Is la m ic  tra d itio n  e s ta b 

lish e d  th e  m a jo r  fe a tu re s  o f  th e  su p e r io r ity  o f  M u s lim s  o v e r  o th e rs . T h e  

fo llo w in g  s c ru tin y  o f  th e se  v ir tu e s  w ill re v e a l th e ir  f irm  Q u rDa n ic  b a s is  

a n d  d e m o n s tra te  th e  ro le  o f  th is  s c r ip tu re  in  s h a p in g  th e  d is t in c tiv e  I s 

la m ic  iden tity .

1. T h ey  a re  th e  “ b e s t u m m a  e v e r  b ro u g h t fo r th  to  m e n , b id d in g  g o o d  

(m a cr u f ) an d  fo rb id d in g  ev il (m unlcar)” .

T h is  is  a v e rb a tim  re p re s e n ta tio n  o f  S u ra t A l ° Im ran  (3): 110, w h ic h  

say s : “ Y o u  w e re  th e  b e s t u m m a  e v e r  b ro u g h t fo r th  to  m e n . . . . (ku n tu m  

k h a y ra  u m m a tin  u k h r ija t l i - l - n a s . . . ) .”5 T h e  re a d in g  o f  th is  v e rse  in to  th e  

ta b le ts  o f  M o se s  c o rre sp o n d s  to  th e  fac t th a t th e  Q u rDa n ic  v e rb  th a t o p en s  

th e  v e rse , k u n tu m  (“ y o u  w e re ” ), h a s  b e e n  in te rp re te d  in  th e  s e n se  o f  a 

p re -e x is te n t p a s t. In  o th e r  w o rd s , th e  s ta te m e n t a b o u t th e  b e s t u m m a  is 

p e rc e iv e d  as  th o u g h  fo rm in g  p a r t o f  a  p re -e x is te n t d iv in e  te x t fro m  w h ich  

th e  ta b le ts  o f  M o se s  o r ig in a te . T h is  p e rc e p tio n  e m e rg e s  in  d ire c t in te rp re 

ta tio n s  o f  the  Q u r3an ic  v e rse . F o r  e x a m p le , a l-F a r ra 3 (d . AH 2 0 7 ) sa y s  th a t

3 A b o v e , 2 5 .

4 Ib n  A b i H a t im , V , 1 5 8 7  (n o . 8 3 6 9 ) .

5 O n  th e  e x e g e s i s  o f  th is  v e r s e  o f. B a s h e a r ,  A r a b s  a n d  O th e r s ,  1 4 -1 5 .
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ku n tu m  kh a y ra  u m m a tin  m e a n s  th a t [the p a ssa g e  ex is ts ]  in  th e  “ g u a rd e d  

ta b le t” (a l- la w h  a l-m a h fu z ) ,6 th e  n a m e  o f  th e  p re -e x is te n t v e rs io n  o f  all 

s a c re d  s c r ip tu re s . A l-J a s sa s  (d . A H  3 7 0 )  a d d s  a n  in te rp re ta t io n  o f  a l-  

H a sa n  a l-B a sr i (d . A H  110) to  th e  e f fe c t th a t th e  s ta te m e n t w a s  in c lu d e d  

in  th e  a n n u n c ia tio n  a b o u t th e  n a tio n s  as  re c o rd e d  in th e  p re v io u s  s c r ip 

tu re s .7

O u r  Q u r ’an ic  v e rse  w as  re a d  n o t o n ly  in to  th e  ta b le ts  o f  M o se s , bu t 

a lso  in to  I s a ia h ’s re v e la tio n . W a h b  ib n  M u n a b b ih  (Y e m e n i, d .  A H  110), 

th e  re n o w n e d  e x p e r t  o n  th e  I s r a ’iliy ya t  (“ T a le s  o f  th e  I s r a e l i te s ” ), is 

re p o r te d  to  h a v e  tra n s m itte d  a  s to ry  a b o u t Isa ia h  in  w h ic h  th is  p ro p h e t 

te lls  th e  C h ild re n  o f  I s ra e l th a t G o d  is a b o u t to  se n d  a  p ro p h e t,  u m m i, 

w h o  is “ n o t c ru d e  n o r  c o a rs e , w h o  d o e s  n o t ra ise  h is  v o ic e  in  th e  s tre e ts” . 

T h is  is d e r iv e d  fro m  Isa ia h  4 2 :2 , w h ic h , a s  seen  in  C h a p te r  1, w as ta k en  

to  p re d ic t th e  e m e rg e n c e  o f  th e  Is la m ic  c o m m u n ity  as  w e ll a s  o f  cU m a r 

an d  o f  th e  P ro p h e t h im se lf .8 In  W a h b ’s re p o rt, Is a ia h  g o es  on  to  say  th a t 

G o d  w ill m a k e  th e  c o m m u n ity  o f  th is  p ro p h e t  th e  “ b e s t u m m a  e v e r  

b ro u g h t fo rth  to  m e n , b id d in g  g o o d  a n d  fo rb id d in g  e v i l” .9

T h e  P ro p h e t h im se lf  w a s  a lso  c re d ite d  w ith  a  v is io n  re v o lv in g  a ro u n d  

th is  c ru c ia l Q u rDan ic  p a ssa g e . C o m m e n tin g  o n  th is  v e rse , M u h a m m a d  is 

re p o r te d  to  h a v e  sa id : “ Y o u  ( th a t is, th e  M u s lim s )  w ill c o n c lu d e  [a lin e  

of] 7 0  c o m m u n itie s , a n d  y o u  w ill b e  th e  b e s t o f  th e m  a ll a n d  m o s t r e 

s p e c te d  in  th e  e y e s  o f  G o d .” T h is  s ta te m e n t is in c lu d e d  in  a  tra d itio n  o f  

th e  B a sra n  C o m p a n io n  M u ca w iy a  ibn  H a y d a , a n d  h a s  b e e n  re c o rd e d  by  

a l-T irm id h i.10

6 F a r r a 3, I, 2 2 9 . S e e  a ls o  Z a j j a j ,  1, 4 5 6 ;  N a h h a s ,  I, 4 0 0 ;  N a q q a s h ,  fo l .  8 9 a ;  J a s s a s ,  II , 

3 2 2 ; S a m a r q a n d i ,  I, 2 9 1 ; T h a cla b i , T a fs i r  (M S  T e l A v iv ) ,  1 4 4 ; M a w a r d i ,  N u k a t ,  I, 4 1 6 ;  

W a h id i ,  W a s h ,  1 ,4 7 9 .

7 J a s s a s ,  II, 3 2 1 . S e e  a ls o  M a w a rd i ,  N u k a t ,  1 ,4 1 6 .

8 A b o v e , 16 .

9 Ib n  A b i 1 -D u n y a , cU q u b a t ,  151 (n o . 2 2 5 ) .

10 T i r m id h i /T u / j /a ,  V I I I ,  3 5 2  (4 4 , S u r a  3 ) .  A ls o  M u s ta d r a k ,  IV , 8 4 . T h e  is n a d :  B a h z  

ib n  H a k im  ib n  M u ca w iy a  ( B a s r a n )  <— H a k im  ib n  M u ca w iy a  ib n  H a y d a  <— M u 'a w iy a  

ib n  H a y d a  <— P r o p h e t .  F o r  o th e r  v e r s io n s  o f  th e  s a m e  a p o c a ly p s e ,  w i th o u t  a l l u s io n  to  

Q u r 3a n  3 :1 1 0 ,  s e e  Ib n  M a ja ,  I I , n o s .  4 2 8 7 - 8 8  ( 3 7 :3 4 ) ;  D a r im i,  I I , n o . 2 7 6 0  ( 2 0 :4 7 ) ;  A h 

m a d , M u s n a d ,  V , 5 ; M u s ta d r a k ,  IV , 8 4 .
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T h e  e x p l ic i t  s ta te m e n t a b o u t  a  “b e s t u m m a ”  w o n  fo r  Q u r3a n  3 :1 1 0  

th is  im p o r ta n t ro le  in  tra d i tio n s  a s s e r tin g  th e  p re d e s tin e d  s u p e r io r ity  o f  

th e  M u slim s , a n d  fo r  th is  re a so n , it h a s  a lso  b e e n  b u ilt in to  th e  f irs t v ir tu e  

on M o se s ’ list.

T h e  re s t o f  th e  fe a tu re s  o f  th e  c h o s e n  c o m m u n ity  w h ic h  M o se s  d is c o v 

e re d  in  h is  ta b le ts  are:

2. T h e y  a re  th e  “ la s t”  (a l-a k h ir u n ) an d  th e  “ f ir s t” (a l-s a b iq u n ) o n  th e  

d ay  o f  re su rre c tio n .

A l-sa b iq u n  is a  c o m m o n  Q u r3an ic  a p p e lla t io n ,11 w h ic h  in  th e  p re se n t 

tra d itio n  a p p e a rs  in  a n  e s c h a to lo g ic a l  c o n te x t a n d  m e a n s  th a t  M u h a m 

m a d ’s b e lie v e rs  w ill b e  th e  f irs t to  b e  re s u rre c te d  a n d  th e  f ir s t  to  e n te r  

P a rad ise . T h e  s ta te m e n t th a t th e y  a re  “ la s t” m e a n s  th a t th e y  a re  th e  la s t o f  

all th e  n a tio n s  in  w o rld  h is to ry , w h ic h  c re a te s  an  in v e rte d  sy m m e try  w ith  

th e ir  p r io r i ty  in  th e  w o r ld  to  c o m e . T h e  c o m b in a t io n  a l-a k h ir u n  a l-  

s a b iq u n  re c u rs  a s  th e  e p i th e t  o f  th e  Is la m ic  u m m a  in  a  w id e ly  c u r re n t 

s a y in g  o f  th e  P ro p h e t w h ic h  is  u s u a lly  c o m b in e d  w ith  o th e r  P ro p h e tic  

u t te ra n c e s  d e s c r ib in g  a s p e c ts  o f  th e  d is t in c tiv e  v ir tu e s  o f  th e  I s la m ic  

u m m a , e sp e c ia lly  th e ir  F r id a y  c e re m o n ie s . T h e  tra d itio n  is re p o r te d  by  

th e  C o m p a n io n  A b u  H u ra y ra , an d  is q u o te d  fro m  h im  by  q u ite  a  few  S u c 

c e s s o rs .12

S o m e tim e s  th e  u tte ra n c e  is c o m b in e d  w ith  th e  s ta te m e n t th a t 7 0 ,0 0 0  

m e m b e rs  o f  th e  Is la m ic  u m m a  w ill e n te r  P a ra d is e  w ith o u t h a v in g  to  a c 

c o u n t fo r  th e ir  d e e d s .13 T h is  la tte r  p r iv ile g e  is a n o th e r  im p o rta n t a sp e c t o f

11 E .g . 2 3 : 6 1 ,5 6 : 1 0 .

12 B y  a l - A cra j  ( M e d in a n ,  d . A H  1 1 7 ): A h m a d ,  M u s n a d ,  II , 2 4 3 ,  2 4 9 ; B u k h a r i ,  S a h ih ,

II , 2  ( 1 1 :1 ) ;  M u s l im ,  I I I ,  6  (7 ,  B a b  h id a y a t i  h a d h ih i  l - u m m a  l i - y a w m i  l - j u m ca );  c f .

B u k h a r i ,  S a h ih ,  I , 6 8 - 6 9  ( 4 :6 8 ) ,  IX , 8  ( 8 7 :1 5 ) ,  1 7 6  ( 9 7 :3 5 ) .  B y  A b u  S a la m a  ib n  cA b d

a l - R a h m a n  ib n  cA w f  ( M e d in a n ,  d .  A H  9 4 ) :  A h m a d ,  M u s n a d ,  I I , 5 0 2 - 5 0 3 .  A b u  S a l ih :

A h m a d , M u s n a d ,  II , 2 7 4 ;  M u s l im ,  I I I ,  6 - 7  (7 , B a b  h id a y a t i  h a d h ih i  l - u m m a  l i - y a w m i  l-

j u m ca ) .  B y  H a m m a m  ib n  M u n a b b ih  ( Y e m e n i ,  d . A H  1 3 1 ): A h m a d ,  M u s n a d ,  I I ,  3 1 2 ;

M u s l im ,  I I I ,  7  (7 , B a b  h id a y a t i  h a d h ih i  l - u m m a  l i - y a w m i  l - j u n f a ) .  C f .  B u k h a r i ,  S a h ih ,

V III , 1 5 9 - 6 0  (8 3 :1 ) ,  IX , 5 3  ( 9 1 :4 0 ) .  B y  T a w u s  ib n  K a y s a n  ( Y e m e n i ,  d . A H  1 0 1 ): A h 

m a d , M u s n a d ,  II , 3 4 1 ^ 1 2 ;  B u k h a r i ,  S a h ih ,  I I , 7  (1 1 :1 2 ) ;  IV , 2 1 5  (6 0 :5 4 ) .

13 A h m a d ,  M u s n a d ,  I I , 5 0 4 . T h e  is n a d :  I s m a cil ib n  A b i K h a l id  <— Z iy a d  a  m a w la  o f  

B a n u  M a k h z u m  <— A b u  H u r a y r a  <— P ro p h e t .
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th e  s u p e r io r ity  o f  th e  M u s lim s  o v e r  th e  o th e r  c o m m u n itie s  an d  is d e a lt  

w ith  in  n u m e ro u s  t r a d i t io n s .14 T h e y  p re s e n t th e  m o s t e x p lic it  m a n ife s ta 

t io n  o f  th e  id e a  th a t M u h a m m a d ’s u m m a ,  b e in g  G o d ’s c h o se n  c o m m u 

n ity , e n jo y s  th e  u n lim ite d  ra n g e  o f  H is  m e rc y  a n d  fo rg iv en e ss .

A s fo r  th e  p r iv ile g e d  7 0 ,0 0 0 , th e  s ta te m e n t c o n c e rn in g  th e m  w as  a lso  

e le v a te d  to  th e  ra n k  o f  a  B ib lic a l v is io n , a s  is d e m o n s tra te d  in  a  tra d itio n  

d e sc r ib in g  th e  J e w ish  fru s tra tio n  a t  th e  B ib lic a l la u d a to ry  d e sc r ip tio n s  o f  

th e  A rab s . R e p o rte d  o n  th e  a u th o rity  o f  th e  K u fa n  C o m p a n io n  a l-F a la ta n  

ib n  cA sim , th e  tra d itio n  d e sc r ib e s  a  d is c o u rse  b e tw e e n  th e  P ro p h e t a n d  a  

Jew  w h o  re fu se s  to  a c k n o w le d g e  M u h a m m a d ’s p ro p h e th o o d . T h e  P ro p h 

e t  a sk s  h im  w h e th e r  h e  h a s  fo u n d  h is  d e sc r ip tio n  in  th e  T o ra h , a n d  th e  

Jew  a sse r ts  th a t a  d e sc r ip tio n  h as  b e e n  fo u n d  in  th e  T o ra h  w h ich  c o u ld  fit 

M u h a m m a d  e x c e p t fo r  o n e  tra it.  M u h a m m a d  a sk s  w h a t th is  tra i t  is, an d  

th e  Je w  sa y s  th a t  th e  c o m m u n ity  o f  th is  p ro p h e t m u s t in c lu d e  7 0 ,0 0 0  

p e o p le  w h o  w ill e n te r  P a ra d is e  w ith o u t re c k o n in g , w h e re a s  M u h a m m a d  

h a s  o n ly  a  sm a ll g ro u p  o f  fo llo w e rs . T h e re u p o n  M u h a m m a d  sa y s  tr iu m 

p h a n tly : “ B y  G o d , I am  th is  p ro p h e t,  an d  th e y  a re  m y  c o m m u n ity , an d  

th e ir  n u m b e r  e x c e e d s  7 0 ,0 0 0 , a n d  tw ic e  as  m u c h !” 15

3. T h e ir  s c r ip tu re s  a re  in  th e ir  b re a s ts  ( th a t is , th e y  k n o w  th e m  by  

h e a rt) . T h is  tra i t  d is t in g u is h e s  th e  M u s lim s  fro m  th e  Je w s , w h o  a lw a y s  

u se  th e  w ritte n  te x t o f  th e  T o ra h . I t a lso  fa lls  b ack  o n  th e  Q u r3an  a n d  is 

in c lu d e d  in  K a cb ’s s ta te m e n t to  cU m ar, as  d is c u s se d  in  C h a p te r  l . 16

4. T h e y  ta k e  th e ir  o w n  a lm s  (sa d a q a t), e a tin g  th e m  an d  f illin g  th e ir  

b e llie s  o n  th e m , y e t th e y  a re  re w a rd e d  as  i f  th e y  g iv e  th e m  a w a y . T h is  

to o  a lre a d y  a p p e a rs  in  K a cb ’s s ta te m e n t to  cU m a r .17 In  th e  p re s e n t tr a 

d it io n , Q a ta d a  a d d s  an  e x p la n a tio n  to  th e  e f fe c t  th a t  p re v io u s  c o m m u 

n itie s  u se d  to  s a c r if ic e  th e ir  a lm s  w h ic h , w h e n  a c c e p te d , w e re  c o n su m e d  

by  fire  th a t w o u ld  a p p ea r, a n d  w h e n  re je c te d , w e re  le ft fo r  th e  b eas ts .

5. T h e y  a re  in te rc e sso rs  (sh a ft cu n ), an d  th e ir  in te rc e ss io n  is a c c e p te d  

0m a sh fu c la h u m ). T h is  c la u se  re fe rs  to  th e  p r iv ile g e  o f  in te rc e ss io n  (sha -

14 F o r  a n  e x te n s iv e  s u r v e y  o f  th e  v a r io u s  v e r s io n s  s e e  Ib n  K a th i r ,  T a fs ir ,  I, 3 9 2 - 9 6  

(o n  3 :1 1 0 ) .  S e e  a ls o  K a s h f  a l - a s ta r , IV , 2 0 2 - 1 0 ;  M a j m a c a l - z a w a  'id ,  X , 4 0 8 - 1 4 .

15 T a b a r a n i ,  K a b ir ,  X V I I I ,  n o s .  8 5 4 - 5 5 ;  Ib n  H a ja r ,  I s a b a ,  V , 3 7 7 - 7 8 ;  K a s h f  a l - a s ta r ,  

IV , n o . 3 5 4 4 ; S u y u t i ,  K h a s a ’ is , I, 3 8 ; M a j m a c a l - z a w a Jid , X , 4 1 0 .

16 A b o v e , 15.

17 A b o v e , 15.
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f a ca ), w h ic h  is  a  p i l la r  o f  th e  s u p e r io r i ty  o f  M u h a m m a d ’s c o m m u n ity  

o v e r  th e  o th e r  c o m m u n itie s . N u m e ro u s  tra d itio n s  a s se r tin g  th a t th e  M u s 

lim s  e n te r ta in  th e  p r iv ile g e  to  in te rc e d e  w ith  G o d  fo r  a n y  o th e r  M u slim  

a re  sc a tte re d  in  th e  c o m m e n ta r ie s  o n  v a r io u s  Q u rDa n ic  v e rse s . F o r  e x a m 

p le , Q u r3an  4 2 :2 6  s ta te s  th a t G o d  a n sw e rs  ( y a s ta j lb u ) th o se  w h o  b e liev e . 

A n  in te rp re ta tio n  o f  Ib ra h im  ib n  Y a z id  a l-N a k h a ci (K u fa n , d . AH 9 6 ), as 

q u o te d  b y  Q a ta d a , say s  th a t th e  b e lie v e rs  w ill in te rc e d e  fo r  th e ir  b ro th e rs  

an d  th e ir  b ro th e rs ’ b ro th e r s .18 In  4 :1 1 , th e  Q u rDan  say s: “ Y o u r fa th e rs  an d  

y o u r  so n s— y o u  k n o w  n o t w h ic h  o f  th e m  is  n e a re r  in  p ro f i t  to  y o u ” . A  

tra d itio n  o f cA li ib n  A b i T a lh a  (H im s i, d . a h  143) <- Ib n  c A b b a s  say s  on  

th is  v e rse  th a t G o d  w ill le t th e  b e lie v e rs  in te rc e d e  fo r  e a c h  o th e r .19 Q u r- 

3a n  7 4 :4 8  say s  a b o u t th e  n o n -b e lie v e rs : “T h e  in te rc e s s io n  o f  th e  in te r 

c e s so rs  sh a ll n o t p ro f it  th e m ” . T h e  c o m m e n ta to rs  to o k  th is  a s  im p ly in g  

th a t o n ly  th e  b e lie v e rs  sh a ll e n jo y  th e  s h a fa ca. Q a ta d a , as  q u o te d  th is  

tim e  by  S a cid  ib n  A b i cA ru b a  (B a sra n , d . a h  156), say s: “ G o d  w ill le t th e  

b e lie v e rs  in te rc e d e  o n e  fo r  a n o th e r” . H e  th e n  q u o te s  th e  P ro p h e t to  th e  

e ffe c t th a t d u e  to  th e  in te rc e s s io n  o f  a  s in g le  m a n  o f  h is  c o m m u n ity , G o d  

m a y  g ra n t e n tra n c e  in to  P a ra d is e  to  p e o p le  e x c e e d in g  in  n u m b e r  th e  

e n tire  tr ib e  o f  T a m im  (w h ic h  is c o n s id e re d  h u g e ) .20 Q u r ’a n  19 :8 7  say s  

th a t o n ly  th o se  w h o  h a v e  ta k e n  c o v e n a n t w ith  G o d  sh a ll h a v e  p o w e r  o f  

in te rc e ss io n . C o m m e n tin g  o n  th is  v e rse , Ib n  Ju ra y j (M e c c a n , d . a h  150) 

say s: “ O n  th a t d a y  th e  b e lie v e rs  w ill in te rc e d e  o n e  fo r  a n o th e r” .21

O u ts id e  th e  im m e d ia te  e x e g e t ic a l  c o n te x t,  m o re  t r a d i t io n s  o f  th e  

P ro p h e t to  th e  sa m e  e f fe c t m a y  b e  fo u n d . S o m e  o f  th e m  re p e a t th e  n o tio n  

th a t  m o re  p e o p le  th a n  th e  e n t ir e  t r ib e  o f  T a m im  w ill  e n te r  P a ra d is e  

th a n k s  to  th e  in te rc e ss io n  o f  a  s in g le  p e rso n  o f  M u h a m m a d ’s u m m a .22 In  

o th e r  v e rs io n s , th e y  a re  m o re  th a n  th e  p e o p le  o f  M u d a r ,23 o r  m o re  th a n

18 J a b a r i ,  T a fs ir ,  X X V , 19.

19 Ib id . ,  IV , 19 0.

20 Ib id . ,  X X I X , 10 5.

21 Ib id . ,  X V I , 9 7 .

22 T irm id h i /7 « > ! /a , V I I , n o . 2 5 5 5  ( 3 5 :1 1 ) ;  Ib n  Q a n ic, S a h a b a ,  I I , n o . 5 3 0 ;  M u s ta d r a k ,  

I, 7 0 - 7 1 .  T h e  i s n a d : K h a l id  a l - H a d h d h a 3 ( B a s r a n ,  d . A H  1 4 1 )  <— cA b d a l ! a h  ib n  S h a q iq  

a l - cU q a y l i  ( B a s r a n ,  d . A H  1 0 8 )  <— cA b d a l la h  ib n  A b i l - J a d 'a 3 a l - T a m im i  ( C o m p a n io n )  

<— P ro p h e t .

23 Ib n  Q a n ic , S a h a b a ,  I, n o .  2 0 3 ;  M u s ta d r a k ,  I, 7 1 . T h e  is n a d :  a l - H a r i t h  ib n  U q a y s h
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th e  p e o p le  o f  R a b ica  a n d  M u d a r .24 S o m e tim e s  th is  p r iv i le g e  w as  e m 

p lo y e d  to  p ro m o te  th e  v ir tu e s  o f  so m e  p ro m in e n t C o m p a n io n s , fo r  in 

s tan ce , °U th m a n  ib n  cA ffan , a b o u t w h o m  th e  P ro p h e t re p o rte d ly  sa id  th a t 

on  th e  d a y  o f  re su rre c tio n  h e  w o u ld  in te rc e d e  fo r  m o re  p e o p le  th a n  R a- 

b ica  a n d  M u d a r .25

T h e  s ig n if ic a n c e  o f  th e  s h a fa ca  a s  s ig n a llin g  th e  su p e r io r ity  o f  M u s 

lim s  o v e r  n o n -M u s lim s  e m e rg e s  m o s t e x p lic it ly  in  tra d itio n s  d e sc r ib in g  

M u h a m m a d ’s o w n  p o w e r  o f  s h a fa ca , a s  c o n tra s te d  w ith  th e  v e ry  lim ite d  

p o w e rs  o f  th e  o th e r  p ro p h e ts . T h e  sc o p e  o f  th e  p re s e n t s tu d y  d o e s  n o t 

a llo w  us to  d e lv e  in to  th e  d e ta ils  o f  th e se  tra d itio n s .26 N e ith e r  is th e re  any  

ro o m  h e re  fo r  e la b o ra tin g  o n  th e  im p a c t o f  in n e r  p o litic a l te n s io n s  w h ich  

p ro m p te d  v e r s io n s  try in g  to  s in g le  o u t s p e c if ic  g ro u p s  o f  M u s lim s  

c la im in g  p r io r  r ig h ts  o f  s h a fa ca  a n d  e n tra n c e  in to  P a ra d is e  b e fo re  o th e r  

g ro u p s .27 S u ff ic e  it to  sa y  th a t  M u h a m m a d ’s p o w e r  o f  s h a fa ca  fo r  h is  

c o m m u n ity  w as  a d d u c e d  to  i l lu s tra te  th e  e x c lu s io n  o f  J e w s  a n d  C h r is 

tia n s  fro m  th e  sc o p e  o f  th e  c h o se n  co m m u n ity . T h is  is th e  c a se  in  a  re p o rt 

a b o u t A h m a d  ib n  H a n b a l, w h o  is a sk e d  w h e th e r  th e  Je w s  an d  th e  C h r is 

t ia n s  b e lo n g  to  M u h a m m a d ’s u m m a . H e  a n sw e rs  a n g r ily  th a t th is  is an  

o b s c e n e  q u e s t io n  w h ic h  d o e s  n o t e v e n  d e s e rv e  to  b e  a n s w e re d  s e r i 

o u s ly .28 In  so m e  v e rs io n s  o f  h is  re sp o n se , h e  a d d u c e s  th e  s h a fa ca  t r a d i 

t io n  to  p ro v e  th a t M u h a m m a d  o n ly  in te rc e d e s  fo r  h is  o w n  u m m a  (a n d  n o t 

fo r  th e  Je w s  a n d  th e  C h r is tia n s ) , s a y in g , u m m a ti, u m m a tl  ( “ m y  c o m m u 

n ity , m y  c o m m u n ity ” ).29

6. T h e y  a n s w e r  an d  a re  a n sw e re d  (a l-m u s ta jib u n  a l-m u s ta ja b  la h u m ). 

T h is  is p ro b a b ly  an  e la b o ra tio n  o n  S u ra t a l-B a q a ra  (2): 186, in  w h ic h  G o d

( o r  W u q y a s h ,  B a s r a n  C o m p a n io n )  <— P ro p h e t .  S e e  a ls o  T a b a r a n i ,  K a b ir ,  V I I I ,  n o .  8 0 5 9 , 

w ith  th e  i s n a d :  A b u  G h a l ib  a l - B a h i l i  ( N a f i c, B a s r a n )  <— A b u  U m a m a  a l - B a h i l i  ( S y r ia n  

C o m p a n io n ,  d . A H  8 1 - 8 6 )  <— P r o p h e t .  A n d  s e e  a l s o  th e  t r a d i t io n  o f  A b u  B a r z a  ( B a s r a n  

C o m p a n io n ,  d . A H  6 4 )  in  A h m a d , M u s n a d , IV , 2 1 2 .

24 T a b a r a n i ,  K a b ir ,  V I I I ,  n o . 7 6 3 8 . T h e  is n a d :  A b u  U m a m a  a l - B a h i l i  <—  P ro p h e t .

25 T i r m id h i fT u h fa ,  V II , n o . 2 5 5 7  (3 5 :1 1 ) .  T h e  is n a d :  a l - H a s a n  a l - B a s r i  <— P ro p h e t .

26 F o r  w h ic h  s e e  U r i  R u b in ,  T h e  P r o p h e t  M u h a m m a d  in  th e  E a r l y  L i t e r a t u r e  o f  

H a d i th ,  P h .D . T h e s is ,  T e l  A v iv  U n iv e r s i ty ,  1 9 7 6  [ in  H e b re w ) ) ,  2 7 0 - 3 0 2 .

27 I b id . ,  3 0 3 ^ 1 0 .

28 K h a l la i ,  A h k a m  a h l  a l - m i la l ,  n o s .  1 -3 .

29 I b id . ,  n o s .  5 - 7 .
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say s  th a t H e  is n e a r  to  a n s w e r  th e  c a ll  o f  H is  se rv a n ts  a n d  re q u e s ts  th e m  

to  re sp o n d  to  H im  (fa - l -y a s ta j ib u  li). I t fo llo w s  th a t M u h a m m a d ’s b e lie v 

e rs  a re  d is tin g u ish e d  fro m  th e  o th e r  c o m m u n itie s  in  o b e d ie n c e  to  G o d  as 

w e ll as in  h a v in g  th e ir  in v o c a tio n s  a n sw e re d  b y  G od .

7. T h e y  w ill w a g e  w a r  o n  th e  p e o p le  o f  e r ro r  a n d  th e  A n tic h r is t  (a l-  

D a jja l) .

T h e  s tru g g le  o f  th e  M u s lim s  a g a in s t  th e  A n tic h r is t  p la c e s  M u s lim s  

an d  Je w s  o n  o p p o s in g  s id e s , b e c a u se  Je w s  a re  c o n s id e re d  to  b e  th e  a c 

c o m p lic e s  o f  th e  D a jja l. F o r  e x a m p le , in a  tra d itio n  o f  A b u  U m a m a  al- 

B a h ili (S y r ia n  C o m p a n io n , d . A H  8 1 -8 6 ) ,  th e  P ro p h e t s ta te s  th a t 7 0 ,0 0 0  

Je w s  w ill b e  w ith  th e  D a jja l, a ll c la d  in  d a rk  g a rm e n ts  (sa j)  a n d  b e a r in g  

o rn a m e n te d  s w o rd s .30 T h is  s ta n d s  in  c le a r  c o n t ra s t  to  th e  t r a d i t io n s  

d is c u s se d  in  C h a p te r  1, in  w h ic h  Jo sh u a  th e  so n  o f  N u n  is e x p e c te d  to  

a ss is t J e su s , w h ic h  m e a n s  th a t th e  Is ra e lite s  to o  a re  e x p e c te d  to  f ig h t th e  

A n tic h ris t .3I T h e re fo re , th e  tra d itio n s  p la c in g  th e  Je w s  o n  th e  s id e  o f  th e  

A n tic h ris t, a s  w e ll a s  th e  p re s e n t s ta te m e n t a b o u t th e  c o m b a t o f  M u h a m 

m a d ’s u m m a  a g a in s t th e  A n tic h ris t, f i t  in p e rfe c tly  w ith  th e  p e rc e p tio n  o f  

th e  Je w s  as  a  s in fu l p e o p le  th a t h a s  lo s t its  s ta tu s  as  a  c h o se n  c o m m u n ity .

Q a ta d a ’s s u rv e y  o f  th e  e x c lu s iv e  v ir tu e s  o f  th e  c h o s e n  c o m m u n ity , o f  

w h ich  M o s e s ’ u m m a  w as  d e p r iv e d , is a v a ila b le  in  a n o th e r  v e rs io n  tr a n s 

m itte d  fro m  h im  b y  S a ° id  ib n  A b i cA ru b a  (B a s ra n , d . A H  1 5 6 ).32 T h e  

sev en  v ir tu e s  a re  re p e a te d  h e re , o n e  o f  w h ic h  c o n ta in s  a d d itio n a l d e ta ils . 

It is th e  o n e  a b o u t th e  D a jja l (n o . 7 a b o v e ) , an d  is n o w  lis te d  a s  n u m b e r

4. In  it th e  p e o p le  f ig h t in g  th e  D a jja l a re  d e sc r ib e d  as  b e lie v in g  “ in  th e  

F irs t B o o k  a n d  in  th e  L a s t B o o k ” . T h is  tra i t  is a  c le a r  d is tin c tiv e  fe a tu re  

o f  th e  M u slim s , w h o  b e lie v e  in a ll th e  sc rip tu re s  re v e a le d  b y  G o d  as  w e ll 

as  in  th e  Q u r3an. T h a t th e  s c r ip tu re s  re v e a le d  b e fo re  th e  Q u r°a n  a re  in 

c lu d e d  in  th e  Is la m ic  fa ith  is a  Q u rDa n ic  n o tio n  w h ic h  is fo rm u la te d  m o s t 

c lea rly  in  S u ra t a l-B a q a ra  (2): 136:

. . . W e  b e l i e v e  in  G o d  a n d  in  th a t  w h ic h  h a s  b e e n  s e n t  d o w n  o n  u s  a n d  s e n t  d o w n

o n  A b r a h a m , I s h m a e l ,  I s a a c  a n d  J a c o b ,  a n d  th e  T r ib e s ,  a n d  th a t  w h ic h  w a s  g iv e n

30 N u ca y m  ib n  H a m m a d ,  3 4 6 .

31 A b o v e ,  2 9 .

32 T a b a r i ,  T a fs ir , IX , 4 5 .
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to  M o s e s  a n d  J e s u s  a n d  th e  p r o p h e t s  o f  th e i r  L o rd ;  w e  m a k e  n o  d iv i s io n  b e tw e e n  

a n y  o f  th e m  a n d  to  H im  w e  s u r r e n d e r  (m u s l im u n ).

T h u s  a  c o n tra s t is d e lin e a te d  b e tw e e n , o n  th e  o n e  h an d , M u slim s , an d , on  

th e  o th e r ,  J e w s  a n d  C h r is t ia n s ,  w h o  n o t o n ly  r e je c te d  th e  Q urD anic 

m e ssa g e , b u t a lso  d is to r te d  th e ir  o w n  sc r ip tu re s  ( ta h r i f  ).33

T h e re  a re  tw o  e x tra  v ir tu e s  o f  th e  c h o se n  c o m m u n ity  ( lis te d  as  nos . 6, 

7) w h ich  a re  n o t in c lu d e d  in  M a cm a r ’s v e rs io n  o f  Q a ta d a ’s list. T h e y  are:

6. I f  o n e  o f  th e m  p la n s  to  d o  a  g o o d  d e e d  (h a sa n a ) b u t d o e s  n o t d o  it, 

it is w ritten  d o w n  fo r  h im  as  o n e  g o o d  d e e d , a n d  if  h e  d o e s  it, it is w ritte n  

d o w n  fo r h im  as  ten  lik e  it ( ca sh ru  a m th a lih a )  till 700 .

7 . I f  o n e  o f  th e m  c o n te m p la te s  a n  e v il  d e e d , it is n o t w r itte n  d o w n  

a g a in s t h im  u n le s s  h e  d o e s  it, an d  i f  h e  d o e s , it is w r itte n  d o w n  a g a in s t 

h im  as o n ly  o n e  e v il d eed .

T h e s e  tw o  c o m p le m e n ta ry  tra its  re v e a l th e  p re d o m in a n c e  o f  G o d ’s 

lo v e  fo r  th e  c h o se n  c o m m u n ity . T h e y  to o  re p re s e n t a n  e la b o ra tio n  o n  a  

Q u r3an ic  id e a , w h ic h  is s ta te d  in S u ra t a l-A n cam  (6): 160:

H e  w h o  d o e s  a  g o o d  d e e d  s h a l l  h a v e  te n  th e  l ik e  o f  it; a n d  h e  w h o  d o e s  a n  e v i l  

d e e d  s h a l l  o n ly  b e  r e c o m p e n s e d  b y  th e  l ik e  o f  i t . . . .

C o m m e n tin g  o n  th is  v e rse , Q a ta d a  say s  th a t w h e n  a  m a n  ( ca b d ) p la n s  to  

d o  a  g o o d  d e e d  b u t d o e s  n o t d o  it, it is w ritte n  d o w n  fo r  h im  as  o n e  g o o d  

d e e d , a n d  i f  h e  p la n s  to  d o  an  e v il  d e e d , it is n o t w ritte n  d o w n  a g a in s t 

h im  u n le ss  h e  d o e s  it .34 T h e  sa m e  id e a  is a lso  e m b e d d e d  in  a n  u tte ra n c e  

o f  th e  P ro p h e t,  w h o  is  s a id  to  h a v e  h e a rd  it  f ro m  G o d  H im se lf .  T h is  

m a k e s  it a  h a d ith  i la h l  o r  q u d s i.  T h e  u tte ra n c e  is a v a ila b le  w ith  isn a d s  o f  

s e v e ra l C o m p a n io n s , su c h  as  Ib n  c A b b a s ,35 A b u  H u ra y ra ,36 a n d  o th e rs .37 

T h e se  v e rs io n s  so m e tim e s  lin k  th e  u tte ra n c e  to  sp e c if ic  d e e d s  as  w e ll a s

33 S e e  a b o v e ,  6 0 .

34 Ib n  A b i  H a tim , V , 1 4 3 3  (n o .  8 1 7 2 ) ;  S u y u t i ,  D u r r ,  III ,  6 4  ( f ro m  Ib n  A b i  H a tim ) .

35 B u k h a r i ,  S a h ih ,  V I I I ,  1 2 8  (8 1 :3 1 ) ;  M u s l im ,  I, 8 3  (1 ,  B a b  id h a  h a m m a  l - ca b d u  b i-  

h a s a n a . . . ) :  D a r im i ,  II , n o . 2 7 8 6  ( 2 0 :7 0 ) ;  A h m a d ,  M u s n a d ,  I, 2 2 7 ,  2 7 9 , 3 1 0 , 3 6 1 .

36 M u s l im ,  I, 8 2 - 8 3  ( 1 ,  B a b  id h a  h a m m a  l - ca b d u  b i - h a s a n a . . . ) :  T irm id h i /T M /i/a , 

V II I ,  4 5 0 - 5 1  (4 4 ,  s u r a  6 ) .  N o n - Q u d s i  is n a d :  A h m a d , M u s n a d ,  II , 2 3 4 ,4 1 1 ,  4 9 8 .

37 S e e  S u y u t i ,  D u r r ,  I I I , 6 4 - 6 6 .
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to  sp e c if ic  g ro u p s  w ith in  th e  I s la m ic  u m m a  w h o  a re  p re s e n te d  as  m o re  

e n titled  th a n  o th e rs  to  th e  d u p lic a te d  rew ard .

In  th e  v e rs io n  o f  th e  B a s ra n  C o m p a n io n  A n a s  ib n  M a lik ,38 G o d ’s u t 

te ra n c e  is c o n ta in e d  in  th e  s to ry  o f  M u h a m m a d ’s n o c tu rn a l jo u rn e y  to  

h e a v e n  ( th e  m icr a j) ,  a n d  p e r ta in s  to  th e  d a ily  p ra y e rs  w h ic h  h a v e  b een  

p re sc r ib e d  to  th e  M u s lim s  d u r in g  th is  e v en t. G o d  u tte rs  it to  c o n firm  th a t 

ea c h  o n e  o f  th e  f iv e  d a i ly  p ra y e rs  w ill be c o n s id e re d  fo r  th e  M u s lim s  as 

ten  lik e  it, th a t is, 50 . T h is  is th e  n u m b e r  o f  p ra y e rs  w h ic h  G o d  o r ig in a lly  

in te n d e d  to  p re s c r ib e , b u t H e  e v e n tu a lly  re d u c e d  it to  f iv e  d u e  to  th e  

in te rv e n tio n  o f  M o se s , w h o  c la im e d  th a t ju d g in g  by  h is  e x p e r ie n c e  w ith  

the  Is ra e lite s , th e  b u rd e n  o f  5 0  p ra y e rs  w o u ld  b e  to o  h e a v y  fo r  th e  M u s 

lim s. G o d ’s u tte ra n c e  a ff irm s  th a t a lth o u g h  th e  d a ily  p ra y e rs  h a v e  b een  

re d u c e d  fro m  5 0  to  f iv e , th e y  h a v e  n e v e rth e le s s  re m a in e d  e q u a l to  5 0  in 

th e ir  rew ard .

T h e se  a re  th e  v ir tu e s  th a t c o n s t i tu te  th e  d is t in c t io n  o f  M u s lim s  fro m  

o th e rs ; in  Q a ta d a ’s tra d i t io n s , th e y  h a v e  b e e n  re a d  b a c k  in to  th e  T o ra h  

an d  h a v e  b e c o m e  th e  re a s o n  fo r  M o s e s ’ ra g e  a n d  h is  sm a sh in g  o f  th e  

ta b le ts . T h is  la tte r  p o in t— th a t is , M o se s  sm a sh in g  th e  ta b le ts  in  d ism a y  

a t th e ir  d is p le a s in g  c o n te n ts — a ro u s e d  o p p o s it io n  a m o n g  s e v e ra l c o m 

m e n ta to rs  w h o , in  a c c o rd a n c e  w ith  th e  c o n c e p t o f  th e  in fa llib ility  ( cism a ) 

o f  th e  p ro p h e ts , re je c te d  th e  n o tio n  th a t M o se s  c o u ld  e v e r  re a c t in  su c h  a 

m a n n e r  to  th e  w o rd  o f  G o d , a n d  th e re fo re  d e n o u n c e d  Q a ta d a ’s tra d itio n  

as “ v ic io u s ” . In  th e ir  v ie w , th e  ta b le ts  w ere  s m a sh e d  o n ly  b e c a u se  th e  

Is ra e li te s  h a d  w o rsh ip p e d  th e  c a l f .39 N e v e r th e le s s ,  th e  sc e n e  o f  M o se s  

re ad in g  th e  v ir tu e s  o f  M u h a m m a d ’s u m m a  in  th e  ta b le ts  c o n tin u e d  to  be  

e la b o ra te d  th ro u g h  th e  a g e s , a lb e it  n o t as th e  re a so n  fo r  th e  sm a sh in g  o f  

th e  ta b le ts . T h is  is in d ic a te d  in  m a jo r  ta fs ir  c o m p ila t io n s  la te r  th a n  a l-  

T a b a r i ’s. In  so m e  o f  th e m , th e  f ig u re  o f  K a cb a l -A h b a r  e m e rg e s  y e t 

ag a in , b u t h e  h a s  n o w  c o m p le te ly  lo s t h is Is ra e lite  id e n tity  a n d  h is  k n o w 

le d g e  o f  th e  T o ra h  is e m p lo y e d  fo r  a n t i- J e w ish  p o le m ic s . In  a  tra d itio n  

re c o rd e d  b y  a l-T h a cla b i (d . a h  4 2 7 ) , K a cb m e e ts  a  w e e p in g  Je w ish  rab b i 

an d  c o m p e ls  h im  to  ad m it th a t h is  so rro w  h as  b een  c a u se d  b y  th e  s to ry  o f

38 A h m a d , M u s n a d ,  I I I , 1 4 8 - 4 9 .

39 Ib n  cA tiy y a ,  V II , 16 7 ; Q u r tu b i ,  A h k a m ,  V I I ,  2 8 8 ; Ib n  K a th ir ,  T a fs ir ,  II , 2 4 8 .
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M o se s  an d  th e  ta b le ts  a s  w r itte n  in  h is  o w n  T o ra h , in  w h ic h  e a c h  an d  

e v e ry  tra it o f  th e  c h o se n  c o m m u n ity  w as re se rv e d  fo r  M u h a m m a d ’s u m 

m a  an d  n o t fo r  th e  p e o p le  o f  M o se s .40

T h e  sc e n e  o f  M o se s  an d  th e  ta b le ts  w as a lso  c irc u la te d  o n  th e  a u th o r 

i ty  o f  W a h b  ib n  M u n a b b ih .41 M o re  e la b o ra te d  v e rs io n s  c o n ta in in g  e x 

p a n d e d  lis ts  o f  th e  tra i ts  o f  th e  M u s lim s  a re  a lso  a v a ila b le  w ith  is n a d s  

tra c e d  b a c k  to  so m e  C o m p a n io n s  q u o tin g  th e  P ro p h e t, su c h  as Ib n  ‘A b 

b as '12 an d  A b u  H u ra y ra .43

In  d u e  c o u rse , th e  sc e n e  o f  M o se s  an d  th e  ta b le ts  h as  a s su m e d  n ew  

fo rm s  in  w h ic h  it is n o t M o se s  w h o  d isc o v e rs  th e  c o n te n t o f  th e  ta b le ts  by  

re a d in g  th em ; ra th e r  it is G o d  H im s e lf  w h o  c o n v e y s  th e ir  m e ssa g e  w h ile  

a d d re s s in g  M o se s  d ire c tly  (y d  M u s a . . . ) .  T h e  c o n te n t o f  G o d ’s a d d re s s  

h as  r isen  b e y o n d  th e  sp e c if ic  v ir tu e s  o f  th e  c h o se n  c o m m u n ity  a n d  h as  

b e c o m e  e x h o r ta tio n  c o v e r in g  a  w id e  ra n g e  o f  u n iv e rs a l v a lu e s  o f  re l ig 

io u s  a n d  m o ra l s ig n if ic a n c e .  T h e  v a r io u s  v e rs io n s  o f  G o d ’s a d d re s s  

c o n tin u e  to  b e  c irc u la te d  o n  th e  a u th o rity  o f  p e rso n s  re n o w n e d  fo r  th e ir  

k n o w le d g e  o f  J e w ish  lo re , su c h  as  K a°b  a l-A h b a r , W a h b  ib n  M u n a b b ih  

a n d  o th e rs , a n d  th e re  a re  a lso  v e rs io n s  tra c e d  b a c k  to  th e  P ro p h e t h im 

se lf .44

T h e  T r a n s f e r  o f  G o d ’s M e r c y

T h e  e x c lu s io n  o f  th e  C h ild re n  o f  Is rae l fro m  G o d ’s m e rc y  a n d  fro m  th e  

sc o p e  o f  th e  c h o s e n  c o m m u n ity  a lso  e m e rg e s  in in te rp re ta tio n s  o f  th e  

Q u r°a n ic  v e rse s  d e s c r ib in g  M o s e s ’ e n tre a ty  fo r  G o d ’s m e rc y  a f te r  th e  

e a r th q u a k e  th a t se iz e s  th e  7 0  d e le g a te s . In  H is  re sp o n se  to  M o se s ’ p ray e r, 

G o d  d e lin e a te s  th re e  c irc le s  o f  th o se  e n title d  to  H is  m e rc y . T h e  w id e s t 

p o s s ib le  ra n g e  is d e l in e a te d  in G o d ’s w o rd s : “ M y  m e rc y  e m b ra c e s  all

40 T h a cla b i ,  T a fs ir  ( A h m e t  I I I ,  7 6 /1 1) , f o l .  9 8 b - 9 9 a ;  id e m , Q is a s , 1 8 1 - 8 2 ;  A b u  N u -  

ca y m , H ily a ,  V , 3 8 4 - 8 6 ;  S u y u t i ,  K h a s a 'i s ,  I, 3 1 - 3 2  ( f ro m  A b u  N u ca y m ) .

41 B a y h a q i ,  D a l a ’il, I, 3 7 9 - 8 0 .  S e e  a l s o  S u y u t i ,  K h a s a Jis ,  I I I , 2 0 7 - 2 0 8 ;  id e m , N u z i i l  

cI s a ,  3 1 - 3 5  ( f ro m  a l- B a y h a q i) .

42 T h a cla b i , T a fs ir  (A h m e t  I I I , 76/11), fo l .  9 8 b .

43 Ib n  cA s a k i r  (M u k h ta s a r ), X X V , 3 6 6 - 6 7 ;  S u y u t i ,  D u r r ,  I I I , 12 4 ; id e m , K h a s a ’is , I, 

2 9 - 3 0  ( f ro m  A b u  N u ca y m ) .

44 E .g .  Ib n  cA s a k i r  (M u k h ta s a r ), X X V , 3 6 4 - 6 7 ,  3 7 0 - 8 1 .
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th in g s” (7 :1 5 6 ), b u t th is  is im m e d ia te ly  re s tr ic te d  to  g o d -fe a r in g  b e liev e rs  

g iv in g  a lm s, an d  then  to  th o se  w h o  fo llo w  th e  u m m l  p ro p h e t (7 :1 5 7 ).

T h e  c o m m e n ta to rs  re a d  in to  th is  p a ssa g e  th e  id e a  th a t G o d ’s m e rc y  

w as  w ith d ra w n  fro m  th e  f irs t tw o  c irc le s  an d  g iv e n  to  th e  th ird  o n e , th a t 

is, to  M u h a m m a d ’s fo llo w e rs . T h e  f irs t  tw o  c irc le s  a re  sa id  to  h a v e  b een  

th o se  o f  Ib lis  (=  S a ta n )  a n d  th e  Je w s , re sp e c tiv e ly . A  s ta te m e n t to  th e  

e f fe c t th a t G o d ’s m e rc y  w as  w ith d ra w n  fro m  S a ta n  a n d  th e  Je w s  ap p ea rs  

a lre ad y  in M u q a ti l’s T a fs ir .45

T ra d itio n s  re c o rd e d  by  a l-T a b a r i re p e a t th e  s a m e  id ea . O n e  b e a rs  an  

isn a d  o f  Ibn  Ju ra y j,46 w h o  sa y s  th a t G o d  “ to o k  a w a y ” (n a z a ca ) H is  m e rc y  

fro m  Ib lis  an d  th e  Je w s  an d  g a v e  it to  M u h a m m a d ’s u m m a . T h e  sam e  is 

a lso  s ta ted  by  A b u  B a k r  a l-H u d h a li (B a s ra n , d . a h  167 ).47 A c c o rd in g  to  

S u fy an  ib n  cU y a y n a  (M e c c a n , d . a h  196), G o d  “ s to le ”  (ik h ta la sa ) H is  

m e rc y  fro m  Ib lis  an d  fro m  th e  Je w s  an d  th e  C h r is tia n s  a n d  m a d e  it an  

e x c lu s iv e  p o sse ss io n  o f  “ th is  c o m m u n ity ” .48

A m o re  d e ta ile d  d e sc r ip tio n  is g iv e n  in  a  tra d itio n  o f  N a w f  ib n  F a d a la  

a l-B ik a li . H e  re la te s  th a t w h e n  M o se s  c h o se  7 0  p e o p le  to  a tte n d  G o d ’s 

a u d ie n c e , G o d  sa id  to  M o se s  th a t H e  e x p e c ts  h is  p e o p le  to  k n o w  th e  

T o rah  by  h ea rt, to  p u t th e  sa k in a  in th e ir  h e a r ts , a n d  to  u se  th e  ea rth  as  a 

p la ce  o f  p ra y e r. M o se s  fo rw a rd e d  th e se  d e m a n d s  to  h is  p e o p le , an d  th ey  

said : “ W e w ill o n ly  le a rn  th e  T o ra h  b y  re a d in g  its  w ritte n  te x t ( n a za ra n ), 

a n d  w ill o n ly  p ra y  in  th e  s y n a g o g u e s , a n d  w ill o n ly  h a v e  th e  sa k in a  

w ith in  th e  A rk  o f  th e  C o v e n a n t (a l- ta b u t). T h e re u p o n , G o d  re v e a le d  th e  

v e rses  th a t re s tr ic t H is  m e rc y  to  th o se  b e lie v in g  in th e  u m m i  p ro p h e t.49 In  

th is  se ttin g , th e  Jew s  lo se  th e ir  s ta tu s  as a  c h o se n  c o m m u n ity  d u e  to  th e ir  

in fe rio r  ritu a l c u s to m s  an d  m a n n e rs  o f  p ray er.

O n  th e  w h o le , th e  m a te ria l e x a m in e d  in  th is  c h a p te r  h as  d e m o n s tra te d  th e  

v ir tu e s  o f  M u h a m m a d ’s u m m a  in th e  g lo b a l sp h e re  o f  sa c re d  h is to ry , in

45 M u q a t i l ,  II, 6 7 .

46 J a b a r i ,  T a fs ir ,  IX , 5 5 .

47 Ib id . ,  IX , 5 4 - 5 5 .

48 B a y h a q i ,  S h u ca b , I, n o . 3 7 9 .

49 Ib n  A b i H a t im , V , 1 5 7 9  (n o . 9 0 5 3 ) .  A ls o  cA b d  a l - R a z z a q ,  T a fs ir ,  I, 2 3 8 ; T h a cla b i , 

T a fs ir  ( A h m e t  III , 76/11 ), fo l .  1 0 2 b ; M a w a r d t ,  N u k a t ,  II , 2 6 7 ; Ib n  a l - J a w z i ,  Z a d  a l - m a s ir ,  

I I I , 2 7 2 ; Q u r tu b i ,  A h k d m ,  V II , 2 9 7 - 9 8 ;  Ib n  cA s a k i r  (M u k h ta s a r ), X X V , 3 6 7 - 6 8 .



w h ich  th e ir  su p e rio r ity  o v e r  th e  o th e r  c o m m u n itie s , a n d  m a in ly  o v e r  the  

C h ild ren  o f  Is rae l, fo rm s  p a rt o f  a  p re d e s tin e d  sc h e m e  o f  G od .
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C H A P T E R  6

I S R A E L I T E  A N D  I S L A M I C  S E C T S :  

T H E  F I R A Q  T R A D I T I O N

T h e  s u p e r io r ity  o f  A ra b  b e lie v e rs  o v e r  o th e rs , as  d is c u s s e d  in th e  p re v i 

o u s  c h a p te rs , is d ra m a tic a lly  m iss in g  in  o th e r  tra d itio n s  in  w h ic h  th e  s in s  

o f  Is ra e l a re  a lso  th e  s in s  o f  th e  M u s lim s . T h e s e  t ra d i t io n s  n o  lo n g e r  

m a k e  m e n tio n  o f  th e  n o tio n  o f  th e  M u slim s  b e in g  G o d ’s c h o se n  c o m m u 

n ity , a n d  in  th e m  th e  M u s lim s  a re  n o  b e tte r  th a n  a n y  o th e r  n a tio n  u n d e r  

th e  su n . T h e s e  tra d i tio n s  d e l in e a te  a n o th e r  lin k  b e tw e e n  M u s lim s  a n d  

n o n -M u s lim s , o n e  th a t is b a se d  o n  s im ila r i ty  in  th e  s e n se  th a t M u h a m 

m a d ’s c o m m u n ity  sh a re s  w ith  th e  o th e r  c o m m u n itie s  th e  sam e  fa te  o f  s in  

a n d  p u n is h m e n t. G lim p se s  o f  su c h  a  n o tio n  h a v e  a lre a d y  b e e n  s e e n  in 

S h ici tra d itio n s  c o m p a r in g  th e  M u slim  e n e m ie s  o f  th e  S h ica  to  th e  s in fu l 

I s ra e li te s .1 T h e re  a re , h o w e v e r , S u n n i tra d itio n s  in  w h ic h  a  s im ila r  in c r i 

m in a tin g  c o m p a r iso n  is d ra w n  b e tw e e n  Is ra e li te s  an d  M u slim s , a n d  th e y  

w ill b e  th e  su b je c t o f  th e  fo llo w in g  ch ap te rs .

T h e  m a jo r  s in  th a t e m e rg e s  in  th e  tra d itio n s  as  b e in g  sh a re d  b y  M u s 

lim s  a n d  o th e rs  is th a t o f  in n e r  d iv is io n  a n d  c iv il  w ars . T h e se  c o n d itio n s  

o f  c r is is  a re  p re s e n te d  in  th e  tra d itio n s  as th e  m a in  re a so n  w h y  M u slim s  

h a v e  b e c o m e  lik e  o th e r  s in fu l c o m m u n itie s . T h e  u n d e r ly in g  m e ssa g e  o f  

th e se  tra d itio n s  is a n ti-h e re tic a l . T h e y  a re  a im e d  a t su c h  g ro u p s  as  K h a 

w a rij, Q a d a r is ,  S h f i s  a n d  o th e rs , w h o  a re  a c c u se d  o f  in tro d u c in g  in to  

Is la m ic  s o c ie ty  I s ra e li te  m o d e s  o f  d is s e n s io n  a n d  sc h ism s . A s  w ill b e  

seen  b e lo w , su c h  a c c u sa tio n s  w e re  n o t m e re ly  a b u s iv e  m a n n e r is m s  b u t 

s te m m e d  fro m  su b s ta n tia l  p a ra lle ls  b e tw e e n  Is ra e li te  a n d  I s la m ic  d iv i 

s io n . T h e  a tta c k  on  th e se  g ro u p s  is m a rk e d  b y  a  fe a r  o f  a s s im ila tio n  w ith

1 A b o v e ,  7 6 - 8 1 .
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o th e rs , a n d  is d e s ig n e d  to  m a in ta in  fo r  th e  b e lie v e rs  a  d is tin c tiv e  Is lam ic  

iden tity .

T h e  p re se n t tra d i tio n s  c o n tin u e  to  d ra w  o n  th e  Q u r ’an , b u t n o w  th e  

Q u r ’an ic  m o d e ls  o f  Is ra e li te  s in  a re  a d d u c e d  to  re b u k e  th e  M u slim s , not 

to  p ra ise  th em .

T h e  Q u r ’an ic  m o d e l o f  th e  Is ra e lite  s in  o f  sc h ism  is p re se n te d  in  v a r i 

o u s  p a s s a g e s . In  S u ra t  a l - J a s h iy a  (4 5 ): 1 6 - 1 7  (s e e  a lso  S u ra t Y u n u s  

[ 1 0 ]:9 3 ), G o d  c o n d e m n s  th e  C h ild re n  o f  Is ra e l fo r  th e ir  in n e r  c o n f lic ts  

( ik h t i la f)  w h ic h  d iv id e d  th e m  a f te r  H e  h a d  g iv e n  th e m  th e  B o o k , th e  

ju d g e m e n t an d  th e  p ro p h e th o o d , a n d  a f te r  H e  h a d  p re fe r re d  th e m  ab o v e  

all b e in g s . T h e re fo re , G o d  w ill ju d g e  b e tw e e n  th e m  o n  th e  D ay  o f  R e su r 

re c tio n . In  S u ra t A l cIm ran  (3): 19, G o d  says  th e  s a m e  a b o u t th e  P e o p le  o f  

th e  B oo k.

Is la m ic  tra d itio n  e q u a te s  th e  Is ra e li te  d iv is io n  w ith  th a t w ith in  Is lam , 

an d  th e  m o s t e x p lic i t  s ta te m e n t a s s e r tin g  th is  p a ra l le l is m  is p ro v id e d  in 

th e  f i r a q  tra d itio n , w h ic h  e s ta b lish e s  a  n u m e ric a l sy m m e try  b e tw e e n  th e  

I s ra e li te  a n d  I s la m ic  se c ts . T h is  P ro p h e tic  tra d itio n  d e s e rv e s  p a r t ic u la r  

a t te n tio n , n o t o n ly  fo r  th e  id e a  o f  M u s lim s  a n d  o th e rs  b e in g  d o m in a te d  

by  th e  s a m e  fa te , b u t a lso  b e c a u se  m a n y  a s p e c ts  o f  its te x tu a l h is to ry  

h av e  n o t y e t b een  s c ru tin ise d .2

T h e  f i r a q  tra d itio n  c o n s is ts  o f  tw o  b as ic  p a rts , a n  a p o c a ly p tic  o n e  th a t 

say s  th a t th e  M u s lim s  a re  a b o u t to  sp lit in to  7 2  “ p a r t ie s ”  ( f ir a q ) ,  a n d  a  

h is to r ic a l o n e  th a t  s a y s  th a t th e  C h ild re n  o f  Is ra e l h a v e  a lso  s p lit  in to  

a b o u t 7 0  p a rtie s . T h e  tra d itio n  s ta te s  th a t a ll th e  Is la m ic  p a r tie s  a re  d o o m 

ed  to  H e ll, b u t th is  s w e e p in g  p e s s im ism  is m o d e ra te d  b y  th e  a s se r tio n  

th a t th e re  is s til l o n e  g ro u p  th a t re ta in s  th e  o r ig in a l c o re  o f  th e  c h o se n  

c o m m u n ity  an d  w ill th e re fo re  g o  to  P a ra d ise . T h is  o p tim is tic  m itig a tio n  

re v e a ls  th e  d id a c tic  a im  o f  th e  f i r a q  t r a d i t io n ,  w h ic h  is to  sh o w  th e  

b e liev e rs  h o w  to  m a in ta in  th e ir  sp e c ia l s ta tu s  a m o n g  th e  n a tio n s , an d  h o w  

to  se c u re  fo r  th e m se lv e s  a  d is t in c tiv e  Is la m ic  id e n tity . A s  w ill b e  seen

2 F o r  p r e v io u s  s t u d ie s  o n  th is  t r a d i t io n  s e e  Ig n a z  G o ld z ih e r ,  “ B e i t r a g e  z u r  L i t e r a tu r -  

g e s c h i c h te  d e r  § i ca  u n d  d e r  s u n n i t i s c h e n  P o le m ic ” , S i t z u n g s b e r ic h te  d e r  k a i s e r l i c h e n  

A k a d e m ie  d e r  W is s e n s c h a f te  7 8  ( 1 8 7 4 ) ,  4 4 4 - 4 6  ( r e p r in te d  in  h is  G e s a m m e h e  S c h r i f t e n ,

I H i ld e s h e im ,  1 9 6 7 ) ;  id e m ,  “ L e  d 6 n o m b r e m e n t  d e s  s e c t e s  m o h a m e ta n e s ” , R e v u e  d e  

I ’h i s to i r e  d e s  r e l ig io n s  2 6  ( 1 8 9 2 ) ,  1 2 9 - 3 7  ( r e p r in t e d  in  h i s  G e s a m m e h e  S c h r i f t e n , II , 

H ild e s h e im , 1 9 6 8 ).
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b e lo w , th e  sa v e d  Is la m ic  p a r ty  is e q u a te d  w ith  a sa v e d  p a r ty  a m o n g  th e  

d iv id e d  Is ra e lite s , an d  th u s  th e  n o tio n  o f  a  “ J u d e o -M u s lim ” g ro u p  a m o n g  

th e  C h ild re n  o f  Is ra e l is re v iv e d . T h is  tim e  it se rv e s  as a  m o d e l fo r  r ig h t 

e o u s  v a lu e s  a b a n d o n e d  by  th e  d iv id e d  M u slim s , as  w e ll a s  b y  th e  s in fu l 

C h ild ren  o f  Israe l.

O r ig in s

T h e  lin k  b e tw e e n  th e  Is ra e li te  a n d  Is la m ic  sc h ism s  as  e s ta b lish e d  in  th e  

f i r a q  tra d itio n  is b a se d  o n  a  n u m e ric a l p a ra lle lism . T h e  o rig in  o f  th is  n u 

m e ric a l s tru c tu re  n e e d s  c la r if ic a tio n . M o d e rn  sc h o la rs  h a v e  u su a lly  c o n 

n e c te d  th e  n o tio n  o f  7 0 -o d d  Is la m ic  sec ts  to  th e  Is la m ic  h e re s io g ra p h ic a l 

s y s te m . F o r  e x a m p le ,  K e ith  L e w in s te in  h a s  a s s u m e d  th a t  th e  f i r a q  

t ra d itio n  “ p re s u m a b ly  r e f le c ts  th e  a p p e a ra n c e  o f  e x te n d e d  s c h e m a tic  

f i r a q  w o rk s ” , an d  h o ld s  th a t it w as  p u t in to  c irc u la tio n  ro u n d  a b o u t th e  

m id -se c o n d  c e n tu ry .3 T h is  w o u ld  m e a n  th a t th e  f i r a q  tra d itio n  is b a se d  on  

id eas  o f  M u s lim  h e re s io g ra p h e rs  w h o  c re a te d  sy s te m a tic  lis ts  o f  7 0 -o d d  

Is la m ic  p a r tie s  an d  sec ts . H o w e v e r , su c h  an  a s su m p tio n  im p lie s  th a t th e  

Is la m ic  p a r tie s  p re d ic te d  in  th e  f i r a q  tra d itio n  in d e ed  s ta n d  fo r  th e  Is lam ic  

sec ts  a s  lis te d  b y  th e  h e re s io g ra p h e rs . H o w e v e r , th e  te rm  f i r a q  m a y  ju s t  

re fe r  to  e m b ry o n ic  tre n d s  a n d  g ro u p s  th a t  e m e rg e d  d u e  to  d iv is io n  

i f u r q a )  a m o n g  M u slim s , a n d  n o th in g  se e m s  to  re s tr ic t th e  o r ig in  o f  th e  

a p o c a ly p se  to  a n  a l re a d y  s y s te m a tic a l ly  d e v e lo p e d  Is la m ic  h e re s io -  

g rap h y .

It is m o re  lik e ly  th a t th e  f i r a q  tra d itio n  w as  a lre a d y  in  e x is te n c e  b e 

fo re  an y  sy s te m a tic  l is t  o f  s ec ts  w as  d ra w n  up, an d  w h e n  lis ts  b e g a n  to  be  

p u t to g e th e r , th e  f i r a q  tra d itio n  s e rv e d  as  th e ir  m o d e l an d  w as  th e  o rig in  

o f  th e ir  n u m e ric a l s tru c tu re . In  o th e r  w o rd s , th e  lis ts  o f  sec ts  p ro v id e d  th e  

a lre a d y  e x is tin g  f i r a q  tra d itio n  w ith  sp e c if ic  c o n te n ts . T h is  is c o n f irm e d  

in  th e  fo llo w in g  s to ry  a b o u t Y u su f  ib n  A sb a t a l-S h a y b a n i (K u fa n /S y ria n , 

d . A H  195). T h e  la tte r  is re p o rte d  to  h a v e  b een  a p p ro a c h e d  by  a l-M u sa y -  

y a b  ib n  W ad ih  (H im s i) , w h o  sa id  to  h im :

3 K e i th  L e w in s te in ,  “ M a k in g  a n d  U n m a k in g  a  S e c t:  th e  H e r e s io g r a p h e r s  a n d  th e  S u -  

f r iy y a ” , S tu d ia  I s la m ic a  7 6  ( 1 9 9 2 ) ,  7 7 - 7 8 .  C f .  G .H .A .  J u y n b o l l ,  s .v .  “ S u n n a ” , £ / 2 , IX , 

8 8 0 .
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I h a v e  n o t  c o m e  to  h e a r  h a d i th s ,  b u t  r a th e r  to  le a r n  th e i r  in t e r p r e ta t i o n  ( ta f s i r ) 

f r o m  y o u .  T h e r e  is  th i s  h a d i t h : “ T h e  C h i l d r e n  o f  I s r a e l  s p l i t  in to  7 1  p a r t i e s  

( f i r a q ) ,  a n d  th is  c o m m u n i t y  w il l  s p l i t  in to  7 2  p a r t i e s ” . I n s t r u c t  m e  w h o  th e s e  

p a r t ie s  a r e ,  s o  th a t  I c a n  a v o id  th e m .

Y u s u f  ib n  A sb a t a n s w e re d  th a t  th e  I s la m ic  p a r t ie s  h a d  s te m m e d  fro m  

fo u r  so u rces  (a s l ): Q a d a riy y a , M u r j i3a, S h ica  a n d  K h aw arij; e a c h  o f  th e se  

p a r tie s  (f i r q a ) h a d  g e n e ra te d  e ig h te e n  m o re  p a r tie s .4 H e re  th e  l is t  is p ro 

d u c e d  w ith in  a n  e x e g e tic a l p ro c e s s  d e s ig n e d  to  lin k  th e  a p o c a ly p se  o f  the  

f i r a q  tra d itio n  to  a  re a lity  o f  h e re tic a l se c ts , a s  k n o w n  to  th e  s c h o la rs  o f  

th e  s e c o n d  Is la m ic  c e n tu ry . H o w e v e r , th e  lis ts  o f  rea l p a r tie s  w e re  b e in g  

b u ilt n o t o n ly  to  m a tc h  th e  a p o c a ly p se , b u t a lso  to  d ra w  a  c le a r  lin e  s e p a 

ra tin g  th e  c h o se n  c o m m u n ity  o f  b e lie v e rs  fro m  th o se  w h o  re m a in  o u ts id e  

o f  it.

cA b d a lla h  ib n  a l-M u b a ra k  (d . AH 181) to o  is a lre a d y  sa id  to  h a v e  p ro 

v id e d  a  lis t o f  7 2  Is la m ic  p a r tie s , s te m m in g  fro m  fo u r  so u rc e s : S h i°a , H a- 

ru r iy y a , Q a d a r iy y a  a n d  M u r jP a .  H e  sa y s  th a t  th e y  p ro d u c e d  2 2 , 2 1 , 16, 

a n d  13 p a r tie s , re sp e c tiv e ly .5 A lth o u g h  h e  d o e s  n o t m e n tio n  th e  f i r a q  t r a 

d itio n , h e  o b v io u s ly  e la b o ra te s  o n  it.

In  th e se  re p o rts , th e  n u m b e r  o f  th e  Is la m ic  p a r tie s , as in d ic a te d  in  th e  

f i r a q  tra d itio n  a n d  a s  re ta in e d  in  th e  e la b o ra te d  lis ts , is 72 . T h is  se e m s  to  

b e  a  sy m b o lic  n u m b e r  b a se d  o n  th e  w e ll-k n o w n  ty p o lo g y  o f  th e  n u m b e r  

12, d u p lic a te d  b y  s ix . T h is  n u m b e r  is u s e d  n o t o n ly  in  th e  a p o c a ly p s e  

d is c u s se d  h e re , b u t a lso  in  n u m e ro u s  o th e r  a p o c a ly p tic  c o n te x ts . F o r  e x 

a m p le , 7 2  D a jja ls  w ill p o r te n d  th e  H o u r;6 7 2  m o n th s  w ill e la p se  b e tw e e n  

S h u ca y b  ib n  S a lih  an d  th e  M a h d i;7 a  m a n  o f  H a sh im  a n d  h is  so n  w ill ru le  

fo r  7 2  y e a rs .8

O u ts id e  th e  a p o c a ly p tic  sp h e re , th e  n u m b e r  a p p e a rs  a s  p a r t o f  a n  e n 

ti ty  la rg e r  b y  o n e , i.e . c o n s is tin g  o f  73  c o m p o n e n ts . F o r  e x a m p le , G o d ’s

4 Ib n  A b i cA s im , S u n n a ,  n o . 9 5 3  ( e n d  m is s in g ) ;  Ib n  B a t ta ,  I b a n a :  I m a n ,  I, n o .  2 7 7  

( fu l l  te x t ) .  S e e  a ls o  n o . 2 7 6 .

5 I b n  B a t t a ,  I b a n a :  I m a n ,  I, n o .  2 7 8 .  C f .  W . M o n tg o m e r y  W a t t ,  T h e  F o r m a t i v e  

P e r io d  o f  I s la m ic  T h o u g h t  ( E d in b u r g h ,  1 9 7 3 ) , 5 8 .

6 N u ca y m  ib n  H a m m a d ,  2 9 .

7 I b id . ,  1 6 5 , 18 8 (I  a m  g r a te fu l  to  Y a ro n  K le in  f o r  th e s e  r e f e r e n c e s ) .

8 I b id . ,  1 2 4 ,4 1 9 .
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G re a te s t N a m e  c o n s is ts  o f  73  le tte rs , 7 2  o f  w h ic h  h a v e  b e e n  re v e a le d  to  

th e  P ro p h e t a n d  to  so m e  o f  th e  S h ici im a m s.9 O r, G o d  b e s to w s  73  p o r 

tio n s  o f  m e rc y  on  a  m an  h e lp in g  th e  n eed y , o n e  p o rtio n  in th is  w o rld , an d  

7 2  in  th e  n e x t .10 A s  w ill b e  se e n  b e lo w , th e  s a m e  p a tte rn  re c u rs  in  th e  

f i r a q  tra d itio n , in  v e rs io n s  sp e a k in g  a b o u t 73  Is la m ic  se c ts , 7 2  o f  w h ic h  

g o  to  H e ll a n d  o n e  to  P arad ise .

T h e  a p o c a ly p tic  p a r t  o f  th e  f i r a q  t ra d i t io n  is th e re fo re  b a s e d  o n  a 

w id e ly  c u r re n t sy m b o lic  n u m b e r, w h ic h  m e a n s  th a t th e  tra d itio n  d id  n o t 

c o m e  in to  b e in g  to  se rv e  h e re s io g ra p h ic a l n e e d s , b u t ra th e r  w as  th e  o u t 

c o m e  o f  a n  a p o c a ly p tic  d riv e .

T h e  b a s ic  a p o c a ly p tic  n a tu re  o f  th e  f i r a q  tra d itio n  is fu r th e r  in te n s i 

f ied  in  v e rs io n s  b a s in g  th e  p re d ic te d  Is la m ic  sc h ism  in  th e  sp h e re  o f  ash-  

r a t a l - s a ca , “ th e  p o r te n ts  o f  th e  H o u r” . T h is  is th e  c a s e  in  a  S y r ia n  

v e rs io n  o f  th e  C o m p a n io n  cA w f  ib n  M a lik . T h e  P ro p h e t d e s c r ib e s  to  

cA w f  th e  tim e  a t w h ic h  th e  d iv is io n  in to  72+ 1 sec ts  g o in g  to  H e ll a n d  to  

P a ra d ise , re sp e c tiv e ly , w ill o ccu r. H e  m e n tio n s  a  se r ie s  o f  d if fe re n t s ig n s  

o f  m o ra l d is in te g ra tio n  a n d  c o rru p tio n  th a t w ill a p p e a r  a m o n g  th e  M u s 

lim s; w h e n  th e se  b e c o m e  m a n ife s t p e o p le  w ill s e e k  s h e lte r  in  S y ria , b u t 

th e  e n e m ie s  o f  th e  M u s lim s  w ill so o n  c o n q u e r  it, a n d  th e n  th e re  w ill be  

tr ib u la tio n s  { fi ta n )  w h ic h  w ill la s t till th e  e m e rg e n c e  o f  th e  M a h d i.11 T h is  

v e rs io n  p u ts  a t th e  c o re  o f  th e  Is la m ic  p e s s im ism  th e  fe a r  o f  a  B y z a n tin e  

c o u n te r-a tta c k  in  S y r ia .12

T h e  H i s t o r i c a l  P a r t

In  th e  h is to r ic a l p a r t o f  th e  f i r a q  tra d itio n , th e  C h ild re n  o f  Is ra e l p ro v id e  

the  h is to r ic a l m o d e l o f  sch ism s . T h e  n u m b e r o f  th e ir  o w n  p a r tie s  is le sse r  

b y  o n e , th a t is , 7 1 , w h ic h  c re a te s  w ith  th e  7 2  Is la m ic  sec ts  a n  a sc e n d in g  

sca le  o f  sch ism .

T h e  in fo rm a tio n  a b o u t th e  I s ra e li te  sc h ism  is a s su m e d  to  h a v e  c o m e  

to  th e  P ro p h e t d ire c tly  fro m  a  Je w ish  so u rce , an d  so m e  M u slim  tra d itio n s  

id e n tify  h im  by  n a m e . H e  is c A b d a lla h  ib n  S a la m  (d . A H  4 3 ) , th e  M e d i-

9 P s . - M a s cu d i,  I th b a t ,  1 3 3 , 1 6 0 , 2 5 4 ; K u lin i ,  I, 2 3 0 .

10 K u lin i ,  II , 1 99 .

11 T a b a r a n i ,  K a b ir ,  X V I I I ,  n o . 9 1 .

12 S u c h  f e a r s  w e re  m a in ly  in  H im s , f o r  w h ic h  s e e  C o n r a d ,  “ A r w a d ” , 3 3 9 - 4 0 .



122 Is ra e lite  a n d  Is la m ic  S ec ts :  th e  Firaq T ra d itio n

n an  c o n v e rt. H is  m e e tin g  w ith  M u h a m m a d  is d e sc r ib e d  in  a  tra d itio n  o f  

Q a ta d a  ib n  D ica m a , a s  re c o rd e d  b y  cA b d  a l-R a z z a q . T h e  P ro p h e t a sk s  

h im  in to  h o w  m a n y  p a r t ie s  { fira q )  th e  C h ild re n  o f  Is ra e l s p li t  up . Ib n  

S a la m  re p lie s  th a t th e y  d iv id e d  up  in to  71 o r  7 2  p a r tie s , w h e re u p o n  th e  

P ro p h e t a d d s  th e  a p o c a ly p tic  p a r t  o f  th e  f i r a q  t r a d itio n , s a y in g  th a t th e  

M u s lim s  w ill sp lit  in to  a  s im ila r  n u m b e r  o f  p a r tie s , o r  in to  a  n u m b e r  

lo w e r  b y  o n e . A ll p a r tie s  b u t o n e  w ill g o  to  H e ll .13 A  s im ila r  e x c h a n g e  

b e tw e e n  th e  P ro p h e t a n d  Ib n  S a la m  is re c o u n te d  in  a  tra d itio n  o f  th e  B a s 

ran  C o m p a n io n  A n as  ib n  M a lik .14

In  th e se  te x ts , th e  n u m b e r  o f  th e  I s ra e li te  p a r tie s  v a r ie s  b e tw e e n  71 

a n d  72 . W h ile  th e  n u m b e r  71 re n d e rs  th e  Is la m ic  s c h ism  m o re  d ra s tic , 

th e  n u m b e r  7 2  p la c e s  th e  Is ra e lite  a n d  Is la m ic  sc h ism s  o n  an  e q u a l basis .

T h e  sp e c if ic  J e w is h  o r ig in  o f  th e  n o tio n  th a t th e  C h ild re n  o f  Is ra e l 

sp lit in to  7 0 -o d d  p a r tie s  is n o t c lea r . It h a s  b e e n  su g g e s te d  th a t it m a y  be  

lin k e d  to  th e  T a lm u d ic  n o tio n  o f  th e  T o ra h  b e in g  w ritte n  o u t in  th e  7 0  o r  

7 2  d if fe re n t la n g u a g e s  o f  th e  v a r io u s  n a t io n s .15 H o w e v e r , th is  is s o m e 

w h a t s tra in e d , b e c a u se  th e  f i r a q  tra d i t io n  sp e a k s  a b o u t se c ts  a m o n g  th e  

Is ra e lite s  th e m se lv e s . A  c lu e  to  a  m o re  sp e c if ic  T a lm u d ic  o r ig in  m a y  be  

fo u n d  in  th e  c o m m e n ta r ie s  o n  Q u r Dan  3 :1 9 . T h is  is  o n e  o f  th e  v e rse s  

c o n d e m n in g  th e  P e o p le  o f  th e  B o o k  fo r  b e in g  d iv id e d  a f te r  G o d  h as  

g iv e n  th e m  th e  B o o k , th a t is, th e  T o ra h . W h ile  so m e  in te rp re ta tio n s , su ch  

as  th e  o n e  tra n sm itte d  b y  Ib n  Ish a q  fro m  M u h a m m a d  ib n  J a cfa r  ib n  a l- 

Z u b a y r  (M e d in a n , d. ca . A H  1 1 0 -2 0 ) ,16 say  th a t th e  v e rs e  re fe rs  to  c o n 

f lic ts  am o n g  C h ris tia n s , o th e r  in te rp re ta tio n s  lin k  it to  sc h ism s  a m o n g  th e  

Jew s. O n e  is o f  a l -R a b ic ib n  A n a s  a l-B a k ri (B a sra n , d. a h  139), w h o  say s  

th a t b e fo re  h is  d e a th  M o se s  a s se m b le d  7 0  ra b b is  (h a b r ) o f  th e  C h ild re n  

o f  Is rae l an d  e n tru s te d  to  e a c h  o n e  o f  th e m  o n e  p a r t o f  th e  T o ra h . H e  th en  

a p p o in te d  J o s h u a  th e  s o n  o f  N u n  as  h is  s u c c e s so r . W h e n  th re e  g e n e 

ra tio n s  {qarn)  e la p se d , th e  so n s  o f  th e  7 0  ra b b is  to  w h o m  th e  k n o w le d g e  

h a d  c o m e  d o w n  w e re  b e s e t  b y  d iv is io n  (f u r q a ), a n d  th e y  s h e d  e a c h  

o th e r ’s b lo o d  as d is a g re e m e n ts  a n d  w a r  b ro k e  o u t a m o n g  th e m . T h is  w as

13 cA b d  a l - R a z z a q ,  M u s a n n a f ,  X , n o . 1 8 6 7 5 .

14 A ju r r i ,  S h a r i ca ,  n o . 2 4 ;  Ib n  B a tta ,  tb a n a :  I m a n ,  I, n o . 2 7 0 .

15 M c A u li f f e ,  Q u r 'a n ic  C h r is t ia n s ,  1 9 9  n . 7 7 .

16 T a b a r i ,  T a fs ir ,  I I I ,  14 2.
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th e  o u tc o m e  o f  th e ir  g r e e d in e s s  a n d  o f  th e ir  p a s s io n  fo r  p o w e r  a n d  

w ea lth , an d  G o d  th e re fo re  e s ta b lish e d  ty ran ts  to  ru le  o v e r  th e m .17

T h a t th e  I s ra e li te s  h a d  7 0  ra b b is ,  o r  “ e ld e r s ” , a s  le a d e rs  is a  w e ll-  

k n o w n  B ib lic a l id e a ,18 an d  th a t th e se  e ld e rs  re c e iv e d  th e  T o ra h  in  a  su c 

c e s s io n  o f  tra n sm is s io n  b e g in n in g  w ith  M o se s  is a  w e ll-k n o w n  T a lm u d ic  

c o n c e p t. In  th e  M ish n a h , th e  se q u e n c e  o f  tra n sm is s io n  is: G o d  -> M o ses  

Jo sh u a  -> e ld e rs  -> p ro p h e ts  - » th e  m en  o f  th e  G re a t K e n e s s e th .19 T h e  

d is tr ib u tio n  o f  th e  T o ra h  a m o n g  th e se  p eo p le  c o u ld  m e a n  th a t it o r ig in a t 

e d  v a r io u s  w a y s  o f  in te rp re tin g  a n d  im p le m e n tin g  th e  T o ra h . In  v ie w  o f  

th e  tra d itio n  o f  a l-R a b ic ibn  A n a s , it m ay  b e  a s su m e d  th a t w h e n  sp e a k in g  

a b o u t 7 0 -o d d  se c ts  a m o n g  th e  C h ild re n  o f  Is ra e l, th e  f i r a q  tra d itio n  m o s t 

p ro b a b ly  re fe rs  to  c o n f lic ts  a m o n g  th e  d e s c e n d a n ts  o f  th e  7 0  Is ra e li te  

e ld e rs  w h o  re c e iv e d  th e  T o rah .

H o w e v e r , in  m o s t v e rs io n s  o f  th e  f i r a q  tra d itio n , th e  h is to r ic a l p a r t is 

v a g u e ; n o  sp e c if ic  in d ic a tio n  as  to  th e  id e n tity  o f  th e  7 0 -o d d  Is ra e li te  

p a r tie s  is p ro v id e d , o n ly  th e ir  n u m b e r. S u ch  id e n tif ic a tio n  is, in  fac t, n o t 

e s s e n tia l ,  b e c a u se  th e  Is ra e li te  s c h ism  f ig u re s  w ith in  th e  f i r a q  tra d itio n  

o n ly  as  a m o d e l fo r  th e  Is la m ic  sc h ism , w h ic h  th e  a p o c a ly p tic  p a r t is d e 

s ig n e d  to  d e n o u n c e . In  th e  Is la m ic  sp h e re , a  c o n c re te  c o n te x t c a n  be d e 

te c te d , w h ic h  m a y  sh e d  lig h t o n  th e  c irc u m s ta n c e s  in  w h ic h  th e  f i r a q  

tra d itio n  w as  f irs t p u t in to  c irc u la tio n . T h e  fo llo w in g  m a te r ia l w ill sh o w  

th a t th is  tra d i t io n  f ir s t  a p p e a re d  in  th e  S y r ia n  sp h e re  w h e re  it w as  d e 

s ig n e d  to  e q u a te  th e  Is ra e li te  sc h ism  w ith  th e  K h a riji d is s e n s io n , a n d  by 

im p lic a tio n , to  e q u a te  th e  r ig h te o u s  Is rae lite s  w ith  th e  U m a y y a d  ca lip h s .

B e fo re  tu rn in g  to  th e  re le v a n t e v id e n c e , so m e  in tro d u c to ry  re m a rk s  on  

th e  K h a w a rij  a re  in  o rd e r . T h e  p e o p le  n a m e d  “ K h a w a r ij” a re  u su a lly  

id e n tif ie d  w ith  th o se  w h o  se c e d e d  fro m  cA l i ’s c a m p  in  S iff in , w h e re  a 

b a ttle  b e tw e e n  cA ll a n d  M u ca w iy a  to o k  p la c e  in  3 7 /6 5 7 -5 8 .20 T h e  c o n 

17 I b id . ,  I l l ,  1 4 2 . S e e  a l s o  T h a cla b i ,  T a fs ir  (M S  T e l  A v iv ) ,  6 8 ;  Z a m a k h s h a r i ,  K a s h -  

s h a f ,  1 ,4 1 9 ;  B a g h a w i ,  M a ca lim  a l - ta n z i l ,  1 ,4 4 0 ;  S u y u t i ,  D u r r ,  I I , 13.

18 E x o d u s  2 4 :1 .

19 A b o th  1 :1 .

20 F o r  w h ic h  s e e  e .g .  W . M o n tg o m e r y  W a tt ,  “ K h a r i j i t e  T h o u g h t  in  th e  U m a y y a d  P e 

r i o d ” , D e r  I s la m  3 6  ( 1 9 6 1 ) ,  2 1 5 ;  M .A . S h a b a n ,  I s la m ic  H is to r y :  a  N e w  I n te r p r e ta t io n .  

V o l. I:  A .D .  6 0 0 - 7 5 0  ( C a m b r id g e ,  1 9 7 1 , r e p r .  1 9 7 7 ) , 7 6 ;  N .J .  C o u ls o n ,  A  H is to r y  o f  I s 
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v e n tio n a l v ie w  h a s  th e re fo re  b e e n  th a t “ K h a w a r ij” a re  th o se  w h o  “ w e n t 

o u t” (k h a ra ju ) fro m  cA l i ’s c a m p  a f te r  S if f in .21 H o w e v e r , th is  is ju s t  an  

e tio lo g ic a l in te rp re ta tio n  p la c in g  th e  te rm  “ K h a w a rij”  in  a  c o n c re te  h is 

to rica l co n te x t. T h e  te rm  itse lf  is m u c h  e a r l ie r  th an  S iffin . T o  b e g in  w ith , 

th e  fo rm  k h a w a r ij  is th e  p lu ra l o f  k h a r ij i, w h ic h  is p re -Is la m ic  b y  o rig in . 

It m e a n s  “ o n e  e x c e lle n t  in  ru n n in g , o r  th a t o u ts tr ip s  o th e rs , n o t th e  o f f 

s p r in g  o f  a  s ire  a n d  d a m  p o s s e s s in g  th e  lik e  q u a l i t ie s ” .22 T h is  m ig h t 

su g g e s t th a t  th e  te rm  w a s  n o t in i t ia l ly  p e jo ra tiv e  in  its  I s la m ic  u s a g e  

— a lth o u g h  u su a lly  c o n n e c te d  w ith  h e re tic s — b u t ra th e r  s ig n if ie d  c o u ra 

g e o u s  re b e llio n  a g a in s t o p p re sso rs .

T h e  la b e l “ K h a w a r ij”  w as  a p p lie d  to  g ro u p s  in v o lv e d  a lre a d y  in  th e  

a s s a s s in a tio n  o f  cU th m a n  (3 5 /6 5 6 ) , th e  th ird  o f  th e  R ig h te o u s  C a lip h s . 

T h is  is th e  c a se  in  a K h a r iji  te x t c o n s id e re d  to  b e  a  le t te r  o f  Ib n  Ib ad , th e  

rea l o r  f ic t it io u s  fo u n d e r  o f  th e  Ib a d iy y a . H e re  th e  te rm  is e v id e n tly  la u 

d a to ry .23 M a lik  ib n  A n a s  (d . a h  180) to o  is s a id  to  h a v e  c a lle d  th o se  w h o  

re b e lle d  a g a in s t cU th m a n : “ K h a w a r ij” ; h e re  it is a s so c ia te d  w ith  a h w a 0 

(“ d e v ia tio n s ” ), a n d  h e n c e  p e jo ra tiv e .24 T h e  p e jo ra tiv e  a s so c ia tio n  o f  th e  

te rm  K h a w a rij  w ith  h e re tic s  o f  e v il  “ d e v ia t io n s ” is th e  p re v a i l in g  o n e , 

an d  it is in d ic a te d  in  a  s ta te m e n t o f  A y y u b  a l-S a k h tiy a n i (B a s ra n , d . a h  

131) to  th e  e f fe c t th a t  a ll p e o p le  o f  d e v ia tio n s  (a h l a l-a h w a 3) a re  K h a 

w arij; th e y  d if fe r  in  n a m e , b u t a re  a ll a lik e  in  u s in g  th e  sw o rd .25 T h e  title  

a h l a l-a h w a 3 is b a se d  o n  a Q u r°a n ic  d e s ig n a tio n  o f  p e o p le  o f  e v il in c li 

n a tio n s ,26 a n d  th e  tra d itio n s  ap p ly  it n o t o n ly  to  th e  K h a w a rij, b u t a lso  to  

th e  Q a d a ris , th e  M u r jP is  an d  o th e rs .27

la m ic  L a w  ( r e p r .  E d in b u r g h ,  1 9 9 4 ) , 1 0 3 ; A n d r e w  R ip p in ,  M u s l im s :  T h e ir  R e l ig io u s  B e 

l i e f s  a n d  P r a c t ic e s .  V o l. I : th e  F o r m a t iv e  P e r io d  ( L o n d o n  a n d  N e w  Y o rk ,  1 9 9 0 ) , 4 9 ; 

H u g h  K e n n e d y ,  T h e  P r o p h e t  a n d  th e  A g e  o f  th e  C a l ip h a te s :  th e  I s la m ic  N e a r  E a s t  f r o m  

th e  S ix th  to  th e  E le v e n th  C e n tu r y  (L o n d o n  a n d  N e w  Y o rk , 1 9 9 4 ) , 7 9 .

21 L a n e , L e x ic o n ,  s .v . “ K h a r i j i ” .

22 L o c . c it .

23 T h e  le t t e r  o f  Ib n  Ib a d  is  u s u a l ly  t a k e n  to  b e  a u th e n t i c .  S e e  e .g .  W a t t ,  F o r m a t iv e  

P e r io d ,  16. F o r  a  p e n e t r a t i n g  r e v a lu a t i o n  o f  th e  d a t in g  a n d  s ig n i f i c a n c e  o f  th e  le t te r ,  s e e  

M ic h a e l  C o o k ,  E a r ly  M u s l im  D o g m a  ( C a m b r id g e ,  1 9 8 1 ) , 5 7 - 6 7 .

24 F ir y a b i ,  Q a d a r ,  n o . 3 8 7 .

25 I b id . ,  n o . 3 7 5 ; L a l i k a ’ i, I , n o . 2 9 0 .

26 E .g . Q u r ’a n  5 :7 7 ;  6 :1 5 0 ;  4 5 :1 8 ,  e tc .

27 O n  th e  Q a d a r i s  s e e  b e lo w ,  1 7 7 - 8 0 .  O n  th e  M u r j i ’ is  s e e  e .g .  C o o k ,  D o g m a ,
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T h e  K h aw a r ij  a n d  th e  F iraq  T r a d it io n

A b u  U m a m a  a n d  th e  B e h e a d e d  K h a w a r ij

T h e  a n ti-K h a r iji  c o n n e c tio n  o f  th e  f i r a q  tra d itio n  is e v id e n t in  n u m e ro u s  

te x ts . T o  b e g in  w ith , th is  tra d itio n  a p p e a rs  in  so m e  v e rs io n s  o f  a  s to ry  

a b o u t th e  S y r ia n  C o m p a n io n  A b u  U m a m a  a l-B a h ili  (d . AH 8 1 - 8 6 ) ,  o n  

w h o se  au th o rity  m a n y  a n ti-K h a riji s ta te m e n ts  a re  c irc u la te d . T h is  acc o rd s  

w ith  th e  fa c t  th a t h e  w a s  o n  cA l i ’s s id e  in  S iff in .28 In  o n e  p a r tic u la r  ca se , 

A b u  U m a m a  m a k e s  a  s ta te m e n t a g a in s t th e  K h aw arij in  f ro n t o f  th e ir  c u t 

o f f  h ead s . T h e  s to ry  ta k e s  p la c e  in  th e  d a y s  o f  a l-M u h a lla b  ib n  A b i S u fra , 

w h o  fo u g h t m a n y  b a t t le s  a g a in s t  th e  K h a w a r ij  in  I ra q ,  f ir s t  u n d e r  

cA b d a lla h  ib n  a l-Z u b a y r , an d  th e n  u n d e r  th e  U m a y y a d  c a l ip h  cA b d  a l-  

M a lik . In  o n e  c a se  a l-M u h a lla b  is sa id  to  h a v e  b e h e a d e d  6 0  o r  7 0  K h a 

w a rij an d  se n t th e ir  h e a d s  fo r  d isp la y  o u ts id e  th e  m o sq u e  o f  D a m a sc u s .29 

A b u  U m a m a  is re p o r te d  to  h a v e  c o m e  to  w a tc h , a n d  th e re  a re  n u m e ro u s  

v e rs io n s  o f  w h a t h e  sa id  o n  th a t  o c c a s io n . M o s t o f  th e se  c o n ta in  tw o  

b as ic  e lem en ts : o n e  is th a t th e  K h a w a rij a re  “d o g s  o f  H e ll” (k ila b  a l-n a r) ,  

a n d  th e  o th e r  is th a t  th e y  a re  th e  w o rs t p e o p le  e v e r  k il le d  a n d  th a t  th e  

p e o p le  k ille d  by  th e m  a re  th e  b e s t p e o p le  e v e r  k illed . A b u  U m a m a  sw e a rs  

th a t th e se  c u rse s  a re  n o t h is  o w n  in v e n tio n , b u t th a t h e  h e a rd  th e m  fro m  

th e  P ro p h e t.

M an y  v e rs io n s  c o n ta in  o n e  o r  b o th  o f  th e se  s ta te m e n ts . O n e  a c c o u n t 

is th a t  o f  S a y y a r  a l-U m a w i (S y r ia n ) , a s  q u o te d  b y  cA b d a lla h  ib n  B a h ir  

(Y e m e n i s to ry te lle r ) .30 M o re  p re v a le n t,  h o w e v e r , a re  th e  v e rs io n s  o f  th e  

B a s ra n  A b u  G h a lib , w h o  is s a id  to  h a v e  a c c o m p a n ie d  A b u  U m a m a  to  

lo o k  a t th e  b e h e a d e d  K h a w a rij. A b u  G h a lib ’s s to ry  w as d is s e m in a te d  by  

n u m e ro u s  tra d itio n is ts  w h o se  v e rs io n s  w e re  re c o rd e d  b y  a l-T a b a ra n i in 

h is  a l-M u cja m  a l-k a b lr ,31 T h e  a c c o u n t b y  S u fy a n  ib n  cU y a y n a  (M e c c a n ,

2 3 - 1 0 6 ;  K h a l i l  A th a m in a ,  “ T h e  E a r ly  M u r jP a :  S o m e  N o te s ” , J o u r n a l  o f  S e m i t i c  S tu d i e s  

3 5  ( 1 9 9 0 ) ,  1 0 9 - 3 0 .  O n  th e  te r m  a h l  a l - a h w a J s e e  f u r th e r ,  A b r a h a m o v ,  I s la m ic  T h e o 

lo g y ,  2 9 .

28 Ib n  H a ja r ,  I s d b a ,  I I I , 4 2 0 .

29 S e e  B a y h a q i ,  S u n a n ,  V I I I ,  1 8 8 ; Ib n  cA s a k i r  (M u k h ta s a r ) , X I , 7 7 .

30 A h m a d , M u s n a d ,  V , 2 5 0 .

31 T h e  t r a d i t io n i s t s  q u o t in g  A b u  G h a l ib  a r e :  H u s a y n  a l - K h u r a s a n i  ( T a b a r a n i ,  K a b ir ,  

V I I I ,  n o . 8 0 4 1 ) ;  A b u  K h a ld a  ( ib id . ,  V I I I ,  n o . 8 0 4 3 ) ;  A s h ca th  ib n  c A b d  a l - M a l ik  ( ib id . .



126 Is ra e lite  a n d  Is la m ic  S e c ts :  th e  Firaq T ra d itio n

d. a h  196) fro m  A b u  G h a lib  g a in e d  e n tra n c e  in to  th e  c a n o n ic a l c o lle c tio n  

o f  Ibn  M a ja .32 S o m e w h a t d iffe re n t is th e  v e rs io n  o f  a l-A z h a r  ib n  S a lih , in 

w h ic h  A b u  G h a lib  se e s  w ith  A b u  U m a m a  b o d ie s  o f  K h a w a rij  w h o  r e 

v o lte d  in  S y ria , n o t in  Iraq , a n d  w ere  th ro w n  in to  a  p it .33

In  so m e  e x p a n d e d  v e rs io n s  o f  th e  s to ry  a b o u t A b u  U m a m a  a n d  th e  

b e h e a d e d  K h a w a rij, re la te d  o n  th e  a u th o rity  o f  A b u  U m a m a  b y  A b u  G h a 

lib , th e  f i r a q  tra d itio n  a p p e a rs  s id e  b y  s id e  w ith  so m e  Q u r3an ic  p a ssa g e s  

(w h ic h  w ill  b e  d is c u s s e d  in  th e  fo llo w in g  c h a p te r ) ,  a n d  u s u a lly  im 

m e d ia te ly  a f te r  th e se  v e rs e s , a n d  w ith  it th e  e n t ire  s ta te m e n t o f  A b u  

U m a m a  is c o n c lu d e d . In  all o f  th e se  e x p a n d e d  v e rs io n s  th e  n u m b e r  o f  th e  

Is lam ic  p a r tie s  is 7 2 , w h ile  th e  n u m b e r  o f  th e  Is ra e lite  p a r tie s  is th e  sam e  

o r  lo w e r  b y  o n e , w h ic h  c re a te s  a  r is in g  sc a le  o f  sc h ism  w ith  th e  Is la m ic  

sec ts .

T h e  re c ita tio n  o f  th e  f i r a q  tra d itio n  in  f ro n t o f  th e  b e h e a d e d  K h a w a rij 

le a v e s  li t t le  d o u b t a s  to  its p u rp o rt: to  b e ra te  th e  K h a w a rij fo r  sp re a d in g  

a m o n g  th e  M u slim s  Is ra e lite  m o d e s  o f  sch ism s.

T h e  e a r l ie s t a v a ila b le  so u rc e  in w h ich  th e  f i r a q  tra d itio n  a p p e a rs  as a 

p a r t o f  th e  s to ry  o f  A b u  U m a m a  is th e  M u s a n n a f  o f  Ib n  A b i S h a y b a  (d. 

A H  2 3 5 ). A b u  G h a lib  tra n s m its  th e  s to ry  to  A b u  M ira  Q a ta n  ib n  'A b 

d a lla h  a l-H a r ra n i ,  a n d  in  it th e  f i r a q  tra d itio n — as is s a id  to  h a v e  b e e n  

h ea rd  by  A b u  U m a m a  fro m  th e  P ro p h e t— re a d s :34

T h e  C h i ld r e n  o f  I s r a e l  s p l i t  in to  71 p a r t i e s  ( f i r q a ), a n d  th e  n u m b e r  o f  p a r t i e s  in  

th is  c o m m u n i ty  w il l  b e  h ig h e r  b y  o n e .  A ll w il l  g o  to  H e l l ,  e x c e p t  f o r  a l - s a w a d  

a l - a cz a m . U p o n  th e m  ( i .e .  u p o n  a l - s a w a d  a l - a cz a m )  r e s ts  w h a t  is  la id  o n  th e m , 

a n d  u p o n  y o u  r e s ts  w h a t  is  la id  o n  y o u . I f  y o u  o b e y ,  y o u  a r e  r ig h te o u s .  T h e  d u ty  

o f  th e  m e s s e n g e r  o f  G o d  is  j u s t  to  d e l i v e r .  H e a r in g  a n d  o b e d ie n c e  ( t a ca )  a r e  

b e t t e r  th a n  d iv is io n  ( f u r q a ) a n d  r e b e l l io n  (m a cs iy a ).

V II I ,  n o .  8 0 4 0 ) ;  cI m ra n  ib n  M u s l im  ( ib id . ,  V I I I ,  n o .  8 0 4 4 ) ;  J a cf a r  ib n  S u la y m a n  ( ib id . ,  

V II I ,  n o . 8 0 3 9 ) ;  Q a ta n  ib n  K a cb  A b u  I - H a y th a m  ( ib id . ,  V I I I ,  n o . 8 0 5 5 ) .

32 Ib n  M a ja ,  I, n o . 1 7 6  ( M u q a d d im a ,  1 2 ). S e e  a ls o  cA b d a l la h  ib n  A h m a d ,  S u n n a ,  n o . 

1 4 7 1 ; T a b a r a n i ,  K a b ir ,  V I I I ,  n o . 8 0 3 6 .

33 A ju r r i ,  S h a r i ca ,  n o . 5 7 .

34 Ib n  A b i  S h a y b a ,  X V , n o . 1 9 7 3 8 . S e e  a l s o  K a n z ,  X I ,  n o . 3 1 5 8 3 .  I s o la te d :  Ib n  A b i 

cA s i m ,  S u n n a ,  n o . 6 8 .



Is ra e lite  a n d  Is la m ic  S e c ts :  th e  Firaq T ra d itio n 12 7

S im ila r  v e rs io n s  w e re  t ra n s m itte d  fro m  A b u  G h a lib  by  H a m m a d  ib n 

Z a y d  (B asran , d . a h  179 ),35 S u la y m  ibn  Z u ra y r ,36 a n d  H a m m a d  ib n S a la - 

m a  (B asran , d . AH 16 7).37

T h is  v e rs io n  d e c la re s  th a t  th e  M u s lim s  a re  f re e  to  c h o o se  b e tw e e n  

jo in in g  th e  c h o s e n  c o m m u n ity  a n d  g o in g  to  P a ra d is e ,  o r  jo in in g  th e  

d o o m e d  p a r tie s  a n d  g o in g  to  H e ll. T h e  te x t  d ra w s  h e a v ily  o n  Q u r ’an  

2 4 :5 4 , w h ich  u rg es  th e  b e lie v e rs  to  o b ey  G o d  an d  H is  m e sse n g e r , a d d in g  

th a t ea c h  o n e  b e a rs  h is  o w n  b u rd en . Ju s t a s  th e  Q u r’an  d o e s , th e  tra d itio n  

e le v a te s  th e  v a lu e  o f  o b e d ie n c e  (t a ca ) to  th e  ran k  o f  a  m a jo r  d u ty , w h ich  

s ta n d s  in c o n tra s t to  d iv is io n  (f u r q a ) an d  re b e llio n  (m a cs iy a ). T h e  o c c u r 

re n c e  o f  su c h  a  s ta te m e n t in  an  a n t i-K h a r ij i  c o n te x t is to  b e  e x p e c te d  

s in c e  th e  K h a w a r ij  w e re  re n o w n e d  fo r  re je c tin g  th e  p r in c ip le  o f  t a ca, 

w h ic h  tr ig g e re d  o f f  S u n n i t ra d i t io n s  in  su p p o r t o f  th is  p r in c ip le . M o s t 

fa m o u s  is th e  s ta te m e n t th a t th e  ru le r  m u s t a lw a y s  be  o b e y e d , e v e n  if  he 

b e  a  “ b la c k  s la v e ”  ( ca b d  h a h a sh i).38 A lth o u g h  so m e  m o d e m  Is la m is ts  

h a v e  h e ld  th a t th is  n o tio n  o f  su b m iss io n  w as  o r ig in a te d  by  th e  K h a w a rij 

th e m se lv e s , it w as  a lre a d y  p ro v e n  to  be  a  S u n n i a n ti-K h a riji s ta te m e n t.39

a l-S a w a d  a l-A  cza m

In  th e  p re s e n t v e rs io n , th e  sa v e d  p a r ty  is  o n e  o f  th e  7 2  g ro u p s  a n d  is 

d e s ig n a te d  as  a l-sa w a d  a l- a czam : “ th e  g re a t b la c k n e s s” . T h e  lo c u tio n  d e 

n o te s  th e  b u lk  o f  th e  Is la m ic  u m m a , a n d  is d e s ig n e d  to  b a la n c e  th e  im 

p re ss io n  th a t m a y  b e  g a in e d  fro m  th e  fac t th a t th e  sa v e d  p a r ty  is o n ly  o n e  

o u t o f  7 2 , th a t  is , a m in o r ity . B y  b e in g  c a l le d  a l- s a w a d  a l - a cza m , th e

35 T a b a ra n i ,  K a b ir , V I I I ,  n o . 8 0 3 5 ; B a y h a q i ,  S u n a n ,  V I I I ,  1 88.

36 L a l ik a ’i, I, n o . 1 5 2 . I s o la te d :  T a b a r a n i ,  K a b ir ,  V I I I ,  n o . 8 0 5 4 .

37 D a n i, F ita n ,  I I I , n o . 2 8 5 .

38 E .g .  c A b d  a l - R a z z a q ,  M u s a n n a f  I I , n o .  3 7 8 3 ;  B u k h a r i ,  S a h ih ,  IX , 7 8  ( 9 3 :4 ) ;  

M u s l im ,  V I , 1 4 - 1 5  ( 3 3 ,  B a b  w u ju b  t a ca t  a l - u m a r a 3)-, T i r m id h i /T u / t /a ,  V I I ,  n o .  2 8 1 5  

( 3 9 :1 6 ) ;  M a r w a z i ,  S u n n a ,  n o s .  7 0 ,  7 1 ;  Ib n  A b i cA s im , S u n n a ,  n o s .  9 4 2 ,  1 0 6 2 , 1 0 6 3 ; 

A ju r r i ,  S h a r i ca ,  n o s .  6 4 ,  6 9 ,  7 0 ;  Ib n  B a t ta ,  Ib a n a :  I m a n ,  I, p . 3 0 7 ; B a y h a q i ,  S u n a n ,  V I I I ,  

1 5 9 ; id e m , S h u ca b , V I , n o s .  7 5 1 5 - 1 6 ;  Ib n  cA b d  a l - B a r r ,  J a m i c b a y a n  a l - cilm , I I , 18 3 ; 

L a l i k a ’i, IV , n o s . 2 2 9 3 - 9 7 ;  K a n z ,  V I , n o s .  1 4 8 1 2 , 1 4 8 1 6 , 1 4 8 1 8 .

39 F o r  a d e ta i l e d  s u r v e y  o f  th e  is s u e  s e e  P a t r ic i a  C r o n e ,  “ E v e n  i f  a n  E th io p ia n  S la v e :  

th e  T r a n s f o r m a t io n  o f  a  S u n n i  T r a d i t io n ” , B u l le t in  o f  th e  S c h o o l  o f  O r ie n ta l  a n d  A fr ic a n  

S tu d ie s  5 7  ( 1 9 9 4 ) ,  5 9 - 6 7 .  C f . B a s h e a r ,  A r a b s  a n d  O th e r s ,  8 8 - 9 2 .
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sav ed  p a r ty  e x p lic i t ly  b e c o m e s  th e  o n e  re p re se n tin g  th e  m a jo r ity  o f  th e  

c o m m u n ity , w h ic h  m e a n s  th a t th e  r ig h t w ay  o f  G o d  is w ith  th e  m a sse s .40 

T h e  tra d itio n  s tre s se s  th a t th e  b e lie v e rs  m u s t “ o b e y ” , an d  th e  sa v e d  p a rty  

th e re fo re  c le a r ly  c o n s is ts  o f  th o se  a c c e p tin g  th e  p r in c ip le  o f  o b e d ie n c e  to  

the ru lin g  le a d e rs , th a t is, th e  c a lip h s . T h e  re c ita t io n  o f  th is  s ta te m e n t in 

f ro n t o f  th e  b e h e a d e d  K h a w a rij  m e a n s  th a t  th e y  b e lo n g  to  th e  d o o m e d  

p a rtie s  w h o  p re se rv e  am o n g  th e  M u slim s  an  Is ra e lite  m o d e l o f  d is se n s io n  

an d  reb e llio n .

J a m a ca - T a ca

O th e r  v e rs io n s  o f  th e  f i r a q  tra d itio n  p ro v id e  fu r th e r  d e s ig n a t io n s  o f  th e  

sa v e d  p a r ty ; th e se  re v e a l a d d itio n a l a s p e c ts  o f  its  in h e re n t a n t i-K h a r iji  

p u rp o rt. T h u s , in  th e  v e rs io n  o f  D a w u d  [ibn  B ak r] ib n  A b i 1-Furat (M e d i 

n an ), a s  q u o te d  fro m  A b u  G h a lib — w h ich  is iso la te d  fro m  th e  sc e n e  o f  

th e  b e h e a d e d  K h a w a rij— th e  g ro u p  c a lle d  a l-s a w a d  a l - a cza m  is id e n tif ie d  

fu r th e r  a s  a l- ja m a ca  41 T h is  te rm  d e n o te s  “ to g e th e rn e s s ”42 an d  is th e  o p 

p o s ite  o f  fu r q a ,  “d iv is io n ” .

T h e  v a lu e  o f  j a m a ca  m e a n s  th a t  o n e  s h o u ld  a d h e re  to  th e  a c c e p te d  

ru lin g s  o f  th e  re lig io u s  le ad e rs , an d  is c lo se ly  a s so c ia te d  w ith  th e  v a lu e  o f  

t a ca  w h ic h  a p p e a rs  in  th e  a b o v e  v e rs io n  o f  th e  f i r a q  tra d itio n . B o th  a p 

p e a r  to g e th e r  in  v a r io u s  o th e r  te x ts . F o r  e x a m p le , a  le t te r  s a id  to  h a v e  

b e e n  se n t by  th e  P ro p h e t to  th e  le a d e r  o f  B a h ra y n 43 c o n ta in s  a  c la u se  to  

th e  e ffe c t th a t th e  lo c a l le a d e r  sh o u ld  “ o b ey  an d  jo in  th e  j a m a ca "  ( . . .w a -  

tu t icu w a -ta d k h u lu  f i  l - ja m a ca).

T h e  v a lu e s  o f  j a m a ca  a n d  t a ca  s ta n d  in  c le a r  c o n tra s t  to  th e  K h a riji 

d isp o s itio n , w h ic h  p o in ts  to  th e  a n ti-K h a r iji  im p o r t o f  th e  f i r a q  tra d itio n . 

T h e  c o n tra s t  b e tw e e n  j a m a ca  a n d  t a ca, o n  th e  o n e  h a n d , a n d  th e  K h a 

w a rij, on  th e  o th e r, is in d ic a te d  in  tra d itio n s  in  w h ic h  th e se  v a lu e s  a p p e a r  

a s  th e  o n e s  im p a ire d  b y  a c ts  d e sc r ib e d  w ith  d e r iv a tiv e s  o f  th e  ro o t kh .r .j.,

40 C o m p a r e  th e  L a t in  s a y in g  V o x  p o p u l i  v o x  D e i , a n d  th e  H e b r e w  q o l  h a m o n  k e - q o l  

s h a d d a y .  “ T h e  v o ic e  o f  th e  m a s s e s  is  th e  v o ic e  o f  G o d ” .

41 M a r w a z i ,  S u n n a ,  n o . 5 6 .

42 F o r  th e  v a r io u s  c o n n o ta t io n s  o f  th e  te r m  j a m d ca  s e e  B in y a m in  A b r a h a m o v ,  I s la m 

ic  T h e o lo g y :  T r a d i t io n a l i s m  a n d  R a t io n a l i s m  (E d in b u r g h ,  1 9 9 8 ) , 5 - 6 .

43 Ib n  S a cd , 1, 2 7 5 . C f .  G a r d e t ,  “ D ja m a ca ” , E l 2 .
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th e  v e ry  ro o t o f  th e  te rm  “ K h a w a rij” . T h is  is th e  c a se  in  tra d itio n s  cu rs in g  

h im  w h o  a b a n d o n s  ( ta ra k a lfa ra q a ) th e  “ to g e th e rn e s s ” ( j a m a 0a ) o f  th e  

M u s lim s  a n d  se p a ra te s  h im s e lf  (k h a ra ja ) f ro m  th e  c o l le c t iv e  o b e d ie n c e  

(a l- ta ca ) .u  In  so m e  v e rs io n s , th e  te rm  t a ca  is in te rc h a n g e a b le  w ith  th a t o f  

su lta n  (“ th e  ru lin g  p o w e r” ), a s  th e  o b je c t a b a n d o n e d  b y  h im  w h o  p e r 

fo rm s th e  a c t  o f  kh a ra ja  (kh a ra ja  m in a  l- s u lta n i).45

In  o th e r  v e rs io n s  o f  A b u  U m a m a  th e  r is in g  s c a le  o f  sc h ism  h as  d is a p 

p ea re d , a n d  th u s  th e  im p lic it in fe r io r ity  o f  M u s lim s  to  Is ra e lite s  h as  b een  

d im in ish e d . T h e  e lim in a tio n  o f  th e  r is in g  sc a le  is a c h ie v e d  e ith e r  b y  ra is 

ing  th e  n u m b e r  o f  th e  Is ra e lite  p a r tie s  to  7 2  to  m a tc h  th e  Is la m ic  o n es , o r  

by  re d u c in g  th e  Is la m ic  d o o m e d  p a rtie s  to  71 to  m a tc h  th e  Is ra e li te  o n es . 

In  th e  fo llo w in g  v e r s io n , q u o te d  fro m  A b u  G h a lib  b y  Q u ra y s h  ib n  

H ay y an  (B a sra n ) , th e  fo rm e r  d e v ic e  h as  b e e n  e m p lo y e d :46

T h e  C h i ld r e n  o f  I s r a e l  w e r e  d iv id e d  in to  7 2  p a r t i e s  ( f i r q a ) \  th is  c o m m u n i ty  w il l

b e  d iv id e d  in to  th e  s a m e  n u m b e r  o f  p a r t ie s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  in to  a n  e x t r a  p a r ty .  A ll

w ill  g o  to  H e l l ,  e x c e p t  f o r  th e  s a w a d . . . .

In  th is  v e rs io n , th e  sa v e d  Is la m ic  p a r ty  h a s  b e e n  e x c lu d e d  fro m  th e  7 2 , 

an d  th u s  g a in e d  a  m o re  d is tin c tiv e  s ta tu s.

In  th e  fo llo w in g  v e rs io n , th e  n u m b e r  o f  th e  d o o m e d  Is la m ic  p a r tie s  

h a s  b e e n  re d u c e d  to  71 to  m a tc h  th e  Is ra e li te  o n e s , w h ile  re ta in in g  th e  

e x tra  p a r ty  th a t  g o e s  to  P a ra d is e . T h is  v e rs io n  is tra n s m itte d  fro m  A b u  

U m a m a  b y  A b u  G h a lib  to  A b u  1 -H ay tham  Q a ta n  ib n  K a cb (B a s ra n ) , an d  

it d o e s  n o t h a v e  th e  s to ry  o f  th e  b e h e a d e d  K h a w a rij. A b u  G h a lib  re la te s  

th a t so m e o n e  a sk e d  A b u  U m a m a  w h o  w e re  “ th o se  in  w h o se  h e a r ts  th e re  

is d e v ia tio n  (z a y g h ), w h o  fo llo w  th e  m u ta sh a b ih  o f  th e  Q u r 3a n ” . T h e se

44 cA b d  a l - R a z z a q ,  M u s a n n a f ,  X I ,  n o . 2 0 7 0 7 ;  M u s l im ,  V I , 21  ( 3 3 ,  B a b  a l - a m r  b i-  

lu z u m  a l - j a m a ca ) \  A h m a d ,  M u s n a d ,  I I ,  1 3 3  ( n a z a ca  y a d a n  m in ) ,  2 9 6 ,  3 0 6 , 4 8 8 ,  4 8 8  

(k h a la fa ) ', Ib n  B a t t a ,  I b a n a :  I m a n ,  I, n o s .  1 0 8  ( ta r a k a ) , 1 0 9 , 1 1 0  (k h a la fa ) , 1 1 1 , 1 1 2 ; 

L a l i k a r i ,  I, n o s .  1 4 1 , 1 4 2 ; B a y h a q i ,  S u n a n ,  V I I I ,  1 5 6 ; id e m , S h u ca b ,  V I , n o s .  7 4 9 5 - 9 6 ;  

Ib n  cA b d  a l- B a r r ,  T a m h id ,  X X I ,  2 8 1 .

45 B u k h a r i ,  S a h ih ,  IX , 5 9  ( 9 2 :2 ) ;  M u s l im ,  V I ,  2 2  ( 3 3 ,  B a b  a l - a m r  b i - lu z u m  a l - ja -  

m dca ).

46 T a b a r a n i ,  K a b ir ,  V I I I ,  n o . 8 0 5 3 .
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te rm s  a re  d e r iv e d  fro m  S u ra t A l cIm ran  (3 ):7 , a  Q u r°a n ic  v e rse  w h ich , as 

w ill b e  sh o w n  in  th e  n e x t c h a p te r , is c lo se ly  re la te d  to  th e  K h a w a rij. A bu 

U m a m a  re p lie s  th a t  th e y  a re  th e  K h a w a rij, w h ic h  m e a n s  th a t th e  Q u r 

a n i c  v e rse  d e a ls  w ith  th e m . H e g o e s  on  to  ask  th e  m a n  to  jo in  th e  sa w a d  

a cza m , an d  th e n  re c ite s  th e  f i r a q  tra d itio n , w h ic h  re a d s :47

T h e  C h i ld r e n  o f  I s ra e l  h a v e  b e e n  d iv id e d  in to  71 p a r t ie s ,  a ll  o f  w h ic h  a r e  in  H e ll;  

th is  c o m m u n i ty  w il l  h a v e  o n e  m o r e  p a r ty  th a t  w il l  g o  to  P a ra d is e .

J e w s  a n d  C h r is tia n s  (7 1 -7 2 )

In  fu r th e r  v e rs io n s  o f  th e  f i r a q  tra d itio n  as  q u o te d  fro m  A b u  U m a m a , a 

s ig n if ic a n t c h a n g e  is n o tic e d  b o th  in th e  n u m e ric a l s tru c tu re  a n d  in  th e  

id e n tity  o f  th e  p a s t c o m m u n itie s . T h e  title  “ C h ild re n  o f  I s ra e l” h a s  b e e n  

re p la c e d  b y  th e  tw o  e th n ic  g ro u p s  w h ic h  th is  te rm  c o v e rs ,  n a m e ly , 

“J e w s ” ( Y a h u d ) a n d  “ C h r is tia n s ” (N a sa ra ). T h is  c h a n g e  re f le c ts  th e  te n 

d e n c y  o f  th e  tra d i tio n is ts  to  u se  d e s ig n a tio n s  m o re  re le v a n t th a n  th e  r e 

m o te  “ C h ild re n  o f  I s r a e l” . W ith  th is  c h a n g e , th e  d u a l s tru c tu re  o f  th e  

h is to r ic a l-a p o c a ly p tic  e q u a tio n  ( I s ra e li te s -M u s lim s )  h a s  b e c o m e  a  tr ip le  

o n e  ( J e w s -C h r is t ia n s -M u s l im s ) .  S u c h  a  tr ip le  s tru c tu re  a p p e a rs  in  a  v e r 

s io n  u tte re d  by  A b u  U m a m a  in  fro n t o f  th e  b e h e a d e d  K h a w a rij, w h ic h  is 

q u o te d  fro m  h im  ( th ro u g h  A b u  G h a lib )  by  D a w u d  ib n  (A b i)  a l-S u la y k :48

T h e  J e w s  h a v e  b e e n  d iv id e d  in to  71 p a r t i e s  ( f i r q a ) \  7 0  p a r t i e s  a r e  in  H e l l  a n d  

o n e  p a r ty  is  in  P a r a d i s e .  T h e  C h r i s t i a n s  h a v e  b e e n  d iv i d e d  in to  7 2  p a r t ie s ;  71 

p a r t ie s  a r e  in  H e ll a n d  o n e  p a r ty  is  in  P a r a d i s e .  T h is  c o m m u n i ty  w il l  b e  d iv id e d  

in to  7 3  p a r t ie s ;  7 2  p a r t ie s  g o  to  H e ll a n d  o n e  to  P a ra d is e .

W h e n  a s k e d  to  d e s c r ib e  th e  M u s lim  p a r ty  th a t g o e s  to  P a ra d is e , A b u  

U m a m a  sa id  th a t th e y  w e re  th e  sa w a d  a czam .

H e re  th e  b a s ic  n u m b e r  o f  71 Is ra e li te  p a r tie s  h a s  b e e n  a l lo tte d  to  th e  

C h ris tia n s , w h ile  th e  Je w ish  p a r tie s  a re  o f  a  le s s e r  n u m b e r  b y  o n e  (7 0 ). 

T h e se  n u m b e rs  o n ly  in c lu d e  d o o m e d  p a r tie s , w h ile  th e  s a v e d  p a r ty  in  

e a c h  c o m m u n ity  is an  e x tra  o n e . T h is  v e rs io n  th u s  d ra w s  a  lin e  c o n n e c t 

in g  th e  sa v e d  Is la m ic  p a r ty  to  th e  r ig h te o u s  g ro u p s  o f  th e  Je w s  a n d  th e

47 M a r w a z i ,  S u n n a ,  n o . 5 5 .

48 T a b a r a n i ,  K a b ir ,  V I I I ,  n o s . 8 0 5 1 - 5 2 ;  L a l i k a ’i, I, n o . 1 51 .
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C h ris tia n s , w h ic h  h a v e  th u s  b e c o m e  a  m o d e l fo re sh a d o w in g  th e  M u slim  

b e l ie v e rs  w h o  h a v e  re m a in e d  lo y a l to  th e  tru e  v a lu e s  o f  th e  P ro p h e t’s 

fa ith .

“J u d e o -M u s lim s ” a n d  “C h r is to -M u s lim s”

T h e  sa v e d  p a r tie s  a m o n g  th e  Je w s , th e  C h ris tia n s  a n d  th e  M u slim s  w ere  

e v e n tu a lly  p ro v id e d  w ith  Q u C a n ic  lin k s  e s ta b l is h e d  in  in d e p e n d e n t tr a 

d it io n s  n o t e x p lic i t ly  re la te d  to  th e  K h a riji sch ism . O n e  o f  th e se  is a  tr a 

d i t io n  a b o u t cA li, re c o u n te d  b y  Y a cq u b  ib n  Z a y d  ib n  T a lh a  (M e d in a n  

ju d g e , d . ca. a h  140), w h o  sa y s  th a t °A li tra n s m itte d  th e  f i r a q  tra d itio n  

fro m  th e  P ro p h e t. W h e n e v e r  h e  d id  so , h e  u se d  to  re c ite  th re e  Q u r 3an ic  

v e rse s , w h ic h  in  th is  c o n te x t a re  p e rc e iv e d  as  re fe r r in g  to  th e  sa v e d  p a r 

tie s  a m o n g  th e  J e w s , th e  C h ris tia n s  an d  th e  M u s lim s , re sp e c tiv e ly . F o r  

th e  sa v e d  p a r ty  a m o n g  th e  Je w s , °A li is s a id  to  h a v e  re c ite d  S u ra t a l-  

A cra f  (7): 159. T h is  is th e  Is ra e li te  u m m a  v e rs e  w h ic h , a s  seen  a b o v e ,49 

s ta te s  th a t a  r ig h te o u s  u m m a  e x is ts  a m o n g  th e  p e o p le  o f  M o se s. F o r  th e  

sa v e d  p a r ty  a m o n g  th e  C h r is tia n s , cA ll is sa id  to  h a v e  re c ite d  S u ra t a l-  

M a 3id a  (5 ) :6 5 -6 6 , w h ich  d e a ls  w ith  th e  P e o p le  o f  th e  B o o k , th a t is , th e  

Je w s  as  w e ll a s  th e  C h ris tia n s . H e re  it is s ta te d  th a t th e re  is a m o n g  th e m  

u m m a  m u q ta s id a  (a  “ r ig h te o u s  c o m m u n ity ” ), w h ile  m a n y  o th e r  o f  th e  

P e o p le  o f  th e  B o o k  a re  e v i l-d o e rs .50 F o r  th e  s a v e d  p a r ty  a m o n g  th e  

M u slim s , cA li is sa id  to  h av e  re c ite d  S u ra t a l-A cra f  (7 ): 181, w h ich  re fe rs  

to  a  r ig h te o u s  u m m a  a m o n g  th o se  c re a te d  by  G o d .51

T h e re  is o n e  m o re  tra d itio n  a b o u t c A ll in  w h ic h  he  a p p e n d s  th e  th ree  

Q u r3an ic  p a ssa g e s  to  th e  f i r a q  tra d itio n . In  th is  tra d itio n , °A li is e n g a g e d  

in a  p o le m ic a l d e b a te  w ith  a  Je w ish  rab b i ( r a ’s  a l- ja lu t  =  R o sh  G o la h 52) 

a n d  a  C h r is tia n  a rc h b ish o p . cA ll p u ts  th e  k n o w le d g e  o f  h is  r iv a ls  to  th e  

te s t. H e  f irs t a sk s  th e  ra b b i h o w  m a n y  p a rtie s  th e  C h ild re n  o f  Is ra e l sp lit 

u p  in to  a f te r  M o se s , an d  th e  ra b b i says: “ In to  n o n e  a t a l l” . cA li a c c u se s  

h im  o f  ly in g , a n d  sa y s  th a t th e  C h ild re n  o f  Is ra e l w e re  d iv id e d  in to  71

49 A b o v e , 2 5 - 2 6 .

50 C f. M c A u li f f e ,  Q u C a n ic  C h r is t ia n s ,  1 9 4 - 2 0 3 .

51 A b u  Y a cla , V I, p . 3 4 2  ( in  n o . 3 6 6 8 ) ;  A b u  N u ca y m , H ily a ,  II I , 2 2 7 .

52 F o r  th is  ty p e  o f  e n c o u n te r  b e tw e e n  cA li  a n d  th e  R o s h  G o la h  s e e  W a s s e r s t r o m , B e 

tw e e n  M u s l im  a n d  J e w ,  1 0 8 - 1 6 .
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p a r tie s , a n d  a ll b u t o n e  w ill  go  to  H e ll. T h e n  th e  s a m e  d is c o u rs e  is  re 

p e a te d  b e tw e e n  cA ll a n d  th e  a rc h b ish o p . cA ll te lls  h im  a t la s t th a t th e  

C h ris tia n s  w e re  d iv id e d  a f te r  J e su s  in to  7 2  p a r tie s , a n d  th a t all b u t o n e  

w ill g o  to  H ell. F in a lly , cA ll re c ite s  to  th e  J e w ish  rab b i an d  th e  C h ris tia n  

a rc h b ish o p  th e  th re e  Q u r 3a n ic  p a s s a g e s  to  i l lu s tr a te  th e  sa v e d  p a r tie s  

a m o n g  th e  th ree  c o m m u n itie s .53

S o m e tim e s  a  d if fe re n t Q u r3a n ic  p a s sa g e  w a s  a d d u c e d  fo r  th e  sa v e d  

p a r ty  a m o n g  th e  C h r is tia n s , n a m e ly , S u ra t a l-H a d id  (5 7 ):2 7 . T h is  v e rse  

sp e a k s  a b o u t C h r is tia n s  w h o  in v e n te d  ra h b a n iy y a  ( “ a s c e t ic ism ” ) .54 T h e  

v e rs e  sa y s  th a t G o d  h a s  re w a rd e d  th e  b e l ie v e rs  a m o n g  th e m , b u t e v e n  

m o re  a m o n g  th e m  a re  fa s iq u n ,  “ tra n s g re s so rs” . A  tra d itio n  o f  th e  P ro p h e t 

a t ta c h e s  to  th is  v e rs e  a  s im ila r  v e rs io n  o f  th e  f i r a q  tra d itio n . T h e  P ro 

p h e t ’s s ta te m e n t is in c lu d e d  in  a  tra d itio n  o c c u rr in g  in  an  in te rp re ta tio n  

a ttr ib u te d  to  th e  M e d in a n /K u fa n  C o m p a n io n  c A b d a lla h  ib n  M a s cud  (d . 

a h  32 ). O n e  v e rs io n  is q u o te d  fro m  Ibn  M a s°u d  b y  S u w a y d  ib n  G h a fa la  

(K u fan , d. a h  81 ), a n d  h a s  b een  re c o rd e d  by  a l-T a b a r i in  h is  c o m m e n ta ry  

o n  5 7 :2 7 ;55 it a l re a d y  a p p e a rs  in  e a r l ie r  s o u rc e s .56 A  s im ila r  v e rs io n  is 

q u o te d  fro m  Ib n  M a s cu d  by  h is  so n  cA b d  a l-R a h m a n .57

In  th e  v e rs io n  re c o rd e d  b y  a l-T a b a r i, Ib n  M a s cu d  h e a rs  th e  P ro p h e t 

say:

T h o s e  w h o  w e re  b e f o r e  u s  b e c a m e  d iv id e d  in to  71 p a r t i e s ,  th r e e  o f  w h ic h  w e re  

s a v e d  a n d  th e  r e s t  p e r i s h e d .

In  th is  v e rs io n , th e  n o tio n  o f  th re e  sav ed  p a r tie s  h as  b e e n  c o n d e n se d  in to  

th e  C h r is tia n  sp h e re . T h e  P ro p h e t g o e s  o n  to  r e la te  th e  h is to ry  o f  th e

53 M a r w a z i ,  S u n n a ,  n o . 6 0 .  S e e  a l s o  Ib n  A b i H a t im ,  V , 1 5 8 7 - 8 8  (n o .  8 3 7 0 ) ;  cA y -  

y a s h i ,  II , 3 5 -3 6  (n o . 9 1 ,  o n  Q u r i a n  7 :1 5 9 ) .  C f . S u y u ti ,  D u r r ,  I I I , 1 36 .

54 C f .  S a r a  S v i r i ,  “ W a - r a h b a n iy y a ta n  ib t a d a cu h a :  a n  A n a ly s i s  o f  T r a d i t io n s  C o n c e r 

n in g  th e  O r ig in  a n d  E v a lu a t io n  o f  C h r is t i a n  M o n a s t i c i s m ” , J e r u s a le m  S tu d ie s  in  A r a b ic  

a n d  I s la m  13 (1 9 9 0 ) ,  1 9 5 - 2 0 8 ;  M c A u li f f e ,  Q u r 3a n ic  C h r is t ia n s ,  2 6 0 - 8 4 .

55 T a b a r i ,  T a fs ir ,  X X V II ,  1 3 8 - 3 9 .

56 M a r w a z i ,  S u n n a ,  n o .  5 4 .  C f . Ib n  A b i cA s im , S u n n a ,  n o .  7 0  ( a b r id g e d ) .  A n d  s e e  

a ls o  T a b a r a n i ,  S a g h i r ,  I, 2 2 3 - 2 4 ;  id e m , K a b ir ,  X ,  n o .  1 0 5 3 1 ; M u s ta d r a k ,  I I , 4 8 0 ;  Ib n  

K a th ir ,  T a fs ir ,  IV , 3 1 5 - 1 6 .

57 Ib n  A b i cA s im , S u n n a ,  n o .  71  ( a b r id g e d ) ;  T a b a r a n i ,  K a b ir ,  X , n o .  1 0 3 5 7 ; Ib n  K a 

th ir , T a fs ir ,  IV , 3 1 5 .
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th re e  sa v e d  C h r is t ia n  p a r t ie s ,  s a y in g  th a t  th e  f irs t  o n e  d e f ie d  th e  o p 

p re s s in g  k in g s  a n d  fo u g h t fo r  th e  s a k e  o f  th e  re lig io n  o f  G o d  an d  Je su s , 

b u t th e  k in g s  k il le d  th e m  in  th e  en d . T h e  s e c o n d  p a r ty  d id  n o t h a v e  th e  

p o w e r  to  f ig h t a n d  re m a in e d  a m o n g  its p e o p le , p re a c h in g  q u ie tly  to  th em  

th e  re lig io n  o f  G o d  a n d  Je su s . H o w e v e r , in  th e  en d  th e  o p p re ss in g  k in g s  

k ille d  th e m  to o . T h e  th ird  p a r ty  d id  n o t h a v e  th e  p o w e r  e v e n  to  s tay  q u i 

e t ly  a m o n g  its  p e o p le , a n d  re tre a te d  to  th e  d e s e r t  an d  th e  m o u n ta in s  an d  

to o k  to  a s c e tic ism  ( fa - ta r a h h a b u ). T h e ir  d e sc e n d a n ts  a re  th o se  re fe rre d  

to  in  th e  Q u C a n ic  v e rse  a b o u t ra h b a n iyya .  T h e  P ro p h e t th e n  sa y s  a b o u t 

th e  b e l ie v e rs  a m o n g  th e m : “ T h e y  w e re  th o se  w h o  b e lie v e d  in  m e  an d  

sa id  th a t I w a s  t r u th fu l” (w a -h u m u  lla d h in a  a m a n u  b i  w a -sa d d a q u n i) .  

T h is  s ta te m e n t n o  d o u b t a l lu d e s  to  th e  C h r is t ia n  “h e rm its ” (r d h ib , pi. 

ru h b a n )  o f  M u h a m m a d ’s o w n  tim e  w h o  a re  s a id  to  h a v e  b e l ie v e d  in 

M u h a m m a d . S to r ie s  a b o u t s u c h  h e rm its  a re  in d e e d  a v a i la b le  in  th e  

so u rces . T h e  b e s t-k n o w n  f ig u re  is B a h ira , w h o  re c o g n ise s  M u h a m m a d  as 

th e  fu tu re  A ra b ia n  p ro p h e t w h en  h e  is s till a  c h ild .58

A ll th e  Q u r Da n ic  p a s sa g e s  a d d u c e d  fo r  th e  sa v e d  p a r tie s  a m o n g  th e  

Je w s  a n d  th e  C h ris tia n s  a re  p e rc e iv e d  as  re fe r r in g  to  g ro u p s  o f  b e lie v e rs  

w h o  h a v e  re m a in e d  lo y a l to  th e  m e ss a g e  o f  th e ir  re s p e c t iv e  p ro p h e ts . 

T h is  m e ssa g e  a lso  o b lig e s  th e m  to  b e lie v e  in  th e  p ro p h e t o f  Is la m , w h o se  

e m e rg e n c e  is p re d ic te d  in  th e ir  o w n  sc r ip tu re s . H e n c e , re fe re n c e  to  w h a t 

m a y  b e  c a lle d  a  “J u d e o -M u s lim ” a n d  a  “ C h r is to -M u s lim ” g ro u p  am o n g  

th e  Je w s  a n d  th e  C h r is t ia n s  re s p e c t iv e ly  is re su m e d . T h e s e  e le v a te d  

g ro u p s  re p re se n t th e  g lo b a l le v e l o f  th e  v a lu e s  a b a n d o n e d  b y  th e  d iv id e d  

M u slim s.

T h e  K h a r iji  A r c h e ty p e

T h e  K h a riji c o n n e c tio n  o f  th e  f i r a q  tra d itio n  w as p ro je c te d  b ack  in to  th e  

life  o f  M u h a m m a d  a n d  b e c a m e  p a r t o f  an  a lle g o r ic a l s to ry  in  w h ich  th e  

fu tu re  h is to ry  o f  th e  K h a w a rij w a s  c o n d e n s e d  in to  a  s in g le  e p iso d e  a t 

te n d e d  by  th e  P ro p h e t, a s  w e ll a s  by  A b u  B a k r , °U m a r an d  cA li, th e  fu 

tu re  c a lip h s . T h e  s to ry  tu rn s  th e  e m e rg e n c e  o f  th e  K h a w a rij in to  a  fa ta l 

p re d e s tin e d  s c h e m e . T h e  o b lig a tio n  to  f ig h t th e m  b e c o m e s  a  P ro p h e tic

58 F o r  a  r e c e n t  s tu d y  o n  s e v e r a l  t r a d i t io n s  a b o u t  h im  s e e  R u b in ,  T h e  E y e  o f  th e  B e 

h o ld e r , 5 0 - 5 2 .
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c o m m a n d , a n d  th e  fa ilu re  o f  th e  “ R ig h te o u s  C a lip h s ” to  c ru sh  th e m  b e 

c o m e s  th e  o r ig in  o f  th e  r if t  th a t h a s  p e rv a d e d  th e  c o m m u n ity . In  th is  

s to ry , th e  P ro p h e t a n d  h is  th re e  C o m p a n io n s  d is c u s s  a p e rso n  w h o , a l 

th o u g h  no t e x p lic it ly  d e f in e d  as  K h a riji ,  n e v e rth e le s s  f ig u re s  as  a  K h a riji 

a rc h e ty p e : a  v a lia n t w a r r io r  an d  a  d e v o te d  w o rsh ip p e r  w h o  is c o n v in c e d  

th a t h e  is b e tte r  th an  e v e ry o n e  e lse . T h e  P ro p h e t say s  th a t in o rd e r  to  p re 

v e n t d is s e n s io n , th is  m a n  m u s t d ie . H o w e v e r , a l th o u g h  e a c h  o f  th e  th re e  

C o m p a n io n s  tr ie s  to  k ill h im , n o n e  o f  th e m  s u c c e e d s  (w h ic h  is w h y  th e  

K h aw arij e m e rg e d  in  la te r  g e n e ra tio n s) .

T h e  s to ry  is a v a ila b le  in se v e ra l v e rs io n s , tra n sm itte d  o n  th e  a u th o rity  

o f  v a r io u s  C o m p a n io n s , su c h  as  th e  B a s ra n  A b u  B a k ra  a l-T h a q a f i (N u - 

fa y c ib n  a l-H a rith  ib n  K a la d a ; d . A H  5 0 ) ,59 a n d  th e  A n sa ri A b u  S a cid  al- 

K h u d ri.60 In  th e  la t te r ’s v e rs io n , th e  P ro p h e t d e s c r ib e s  th e  a s so c ia te s  o f  

th e  m a n  as  p r e te n t io u s  Q u C a n  lo v e rs ,  a n d  a s  m a riq u n , i .e . “ p a s s in g  

th ro u g h ” th e  re lig io n  a n d  le a v in g  it b e h in d . T h is  is th e  s ta n d a rd  d e s c r ip 

tio n  o f  th e  K h aw arij.

T h e  m o st p re v a le n t v e rs io n s  a re  th o se  o f  th e  B a s ra n  C o m p a n io n  A n as  

ib n  M a lik . O n e  is t r a n s m itte d  fro m  A n a s  b y  S u fy a n ,61 a n d  a n o th e r  is 

q u o te d  fro m  A n as  by  th e  S y ria n  H u d  ib n  cA ta 3.62 T h is  v e rs io n  is u su a lly  

a p p e n d e d  b y  a  re m a rk  o f  M u h a m m a d  ib n  K a cb a l-Q u ra z i (M e d in a n , d. 

a h  1 1 7 )  to  th e  e f fe c t th a t th e  m a n  is D h u  1 -T h u d ay y a ,63 a K h a riji k ille d  

by  cA ll a t N a h ra w a n  in  3 7 /6 5 7 -5 8 , w h o se  e m e rg e n c e  is sa id  to  h a v e  b een  

p re d ic te d  by  th e  P ro p h e t.64

T h e  f i r a q  tra d itio n  a p p e a rs  w ith in  th e  v e rs io n  o f  A n a s , a s  re la te d  by  

th e  B a s ra n  s to ry te lle r  Y a z id  ib n  A b a n  a l-R a q a sh i (d . a h  1 1 0 -2 0 ) . T h e

59 A h m a d , M u s n a d ,  V , 4 2 ;  M a j m a c a l - z a w a Jid , V I , 2 2 8 .

60 A h m a d , M u s n a d ,  II I , 15; M a j m a c a t - z a w d Jid ,  V I , 2 2 8 .

61 K a s h f  a l - a s ta r ,  II , n o . 1851  ( p r in te d :  A b u  S u f y a n ;  S u f y a n  is  e i t h e r  a l - T h a w r i  o r  

ib n  c U y a y n a ) .

62 A ju r r i ,  S h a r f a ,  n o . 4 8 .  (p r in te d :  H a w d h a  in s te a d  o f  H u d ) .

63 A b u  Y a c la , I, n o . 9 0 ;  V I I ,  n o . 4 1 4 3 ;  M a j m a c a l- z a w a ^ id ,  V I , 2 2 9 - 3 0 ;  Ib n  cA s a k i r  

( M u k h ta s a r ) ,  X X V II ,  158.

64 S e e  e .g .  cA b d  a l - R a z z a q ,  M u s a n n a f ,  X , n o s .  1 8 6 5 0 - 5 3 ;  B u k h a r i ,  S a h ih ,  IV , 2 4 3  

( 6 1 :2 5 ) ;  M u s l im ,  I I I ,  1 1 4 , 1 1 5 , 1 1 6  ( 1 2 ,  B a h  d h ik r i  l-k h a w a r ij) - ,  A b u  D a w u d ,  II , 5 4 3 , 

5 4 5 , 5 4 6  (3 9 :2 7 ) .
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e a rlie s t so u rc e  in  w h ic h  it o c c u rs  is th e  M u s a n n a f  o f  °A b d  a l-R a z z a q .65 In  

th is  v e rs io n , th e  C o m p a n io n s  o f  th e  P ro p h e t a d m ire  th e  c o u ra g e  an d  r e 

l ig io u s  d e v o tio n  o f  th e  p e rso n , b u t w h e n  th e  P ro p h e t m e e ts  h im  fo r  th e  

f irs t tim e , h e  say s: “ T h e re  is a  s tro k e  fro m  th e  D ev il (s a f a t  sh a y ta n ) on  

h is  fo re h e a d ” . A s th e  m a n  d ra w s  n ea re r, th e  P ro p h e t a sk s  h im : “ H a v e  you  

n o t b een  te llin g  y o u rs e lf  ju s t  n o w  th a t n o  o n e  a m o n g  th e  p e o p le  is b e tte r  

th a n  y o u rs e lf? ”  H e  say s: “ Y e s” , a n d  g o e s  a w a y . T h e n  th e  P ro p h e t a sk s  

w h o  w ill k ill th is  m a n , a n d  A b u  B a k r  v o lu n te e rs . H e  fo llo w s  th e  m a n , b u t 

re tu rn s  a lm o s t im m e d ia te ly , s a y in g : “ I re a c h e d  h im  a n d  saw  h im  a b 

s o rb e d  in  p ra y e r  w ith in  a lin e  he h a d  d ra w n  o n  th e  g ro u n d  a ro u n d  h im 

se lf . I d id  n o t d a re  to  k il l  h im .” T h e n  th e  P ro p h e t a sk s  fo r  a n o th e r  

v o lu n te e r , a n d  th is  tim e  it is cU m a r, b u t h e  to o , lik e  A b u  B a k r, fa ils  to  

c a rry  o u t th e  m iss io n . T h e  th ird  v o lu n te e r  is c A ll, w h o , u n lik e  th e  p re v i 

o u s  p a ir  o f  C o m p a n io n s , c a n n o t f in d  th e  m a n . A s  h e  re tu rn s , h e  say s  to  

th e  P ro p h e t th a t  h a d  h e  fo u n d  h im , h e  w o u ld  h a v e  b ro u g h t h is  c u t-o f f  

h e a d  to  th e  P ro p h e t. T h is  is p ro b a b ly  an  a l lu s io n  to  cA li ’s fu tu re  a n ti-  

K h a riji c a m p a ig n , a n d  m a in ly  to  th e  k il lin g  o f  D h u  1 -T h u d ay y a  a t N ah - 

raw an . T h e n  th e  P ro p h e t say s: “T h is  [m an ] is th e  f irs t h o rn  (q a rn ) o f  th e  

D e v il th a t h a s  e m e rg e d  in  m y  c o m m u n ity . H ad  y o u  k il le d  h im , n o t e v e n  

o n e  o f  y o u  w o u ld  h a v e  e v e r  d isa g re e d  w ith  a n o th e r .” T h is  is im m e d ia te ly  

fo llo w e d  b y  th e  f i r a q  tra d itio n . Its  p re s e n t v e rs io n  is a g a in  o f  th e  d u a l 

s tru c tu re , an d  th e  sa v e d  p a rty  is in c lu d e d  in th e  in itia l n u m b e r  o f  72:

T h e  C h i ld r e n  o f  I s ra e l  s p l i t  in to  71 p a r t ie s ,  a n d  th e  n u m b e r  o f  p a r t ie s  a m o n g  y o u

w ill  b e  th e  s a m e  o r  h ig h e r ;  n o n e  w il l  b e  r ig h te o u s  b u t  o n e .

T h e  p e o p le  a sk  w h ic h  p a r ty  is th e  r ig h te o u s  o n e , an d  th e  P ro p h e t say s: 

“T h e  j a m a ca. T h e  o th e rs  w ill g o  to  H e ll .”

In  th e  v e rs io n  re c o rd e d  b y  A b u  Y a T a  (d . a h  3 0 7 ), Y a z id  a l-R a q a sh i 

a sk s  A n a s  w h e re  th e  j a m a ca  is , a n d  A n a s  a n sw e rs : “ W ith  y o u r  le a d e rs , 

w ith  y o u r  le a d e rs .” 66 H e re  th e  a n ti-K h a r iji  m e ssa g e  o f  th e  f i r a q  tra d itio n  

is a g a in  fo c u se d  o n  th e  p r in c ip le s  o f  j a m a ca  a n d  o b e d ie n c e  to  th e  ru le rs .

65 cA b d  a l - R a z z a q ,  M u s a n n a f ,  X , n o . 1 8 6 7 4  ( th e  n a m e  o f  A n a s  is  m i s s in g  f r o m  th e  

is n a d ) .

66 A b u  Y a cla ,  V I I ,  n o . 4 1 2 7 .  F o r  m o r e  v e r s io n s  w ith  th e  i s n a d  Y a z id  a l - R a q a s h i  <— 

A n a s ,  s e e  M a r w a z i ,  S u n n a ,  n o . 5 3  (a b r id g e d ) ;  A b u  N u ca y m , H ily a ,  I I I ,  5 2 - 5 3 .
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A n o th e r  o f  A n a s ’ v e rs io n s  o f  th e  s to ry  o f  th e  K h a r ij i  a rc h e ty p e  is 

t ra n sm itte d  fro m  h im  b y  Z a y d  ib n  A s la m  (M e d in a n , d . A H  136). I t a p 

p ea rs  in  th e  M u s n a d  o f  A b u  Y a cla ,67 b u t a  sh o r te n e d  fo rm  (o n ly  th e  f i r a q  

tra d itio n )  is a lre a d y  re c o rd e d  b y  a l-A ju rr i (d . a h  2 6 0 ) .68 In  th is  v e rs io n , 

th e  f i r a q  t r a d i t io n  a p p e a rs  in  its  m o re  e la b o ra te  tr ip le  fo rm , th a t is, 

in s te ad  o f  th e  C h ild re n  o f  Is rae l w e  h a v e  th e  Je w s  (7 0  p a r tie s ) , th e  C h r is t 

ia n s  (71 p a r tie s ) ,  a n d  th e  M u s lim s  (7 2 ). T h e  s a v e d  p a r ty  o f  e a c h  c o m 

m u n ity  is a g a in  e x c lu d e d  fro m  th e  n u m b e r  o f  th e  re sp e c tiv e  p a rtie s . T h e  

Je w is h  a n d  th e  C h r is t ia n  c o m m u n it ie s  a re  h e re  r e fe r re d  to  a s  u m m a t  

M u sa  a n d  u m m a t cIs a  re sp e c tiv e ly .

A fte r  h a v in g  d e m o n s tra te d  th e  lin k  b e tw e e n  th e  f i r a q  tra d i t io n  a n d  th e  

K h a w a rij, th e  q u e s tio n  a r is e s  a s  to  w h a t th is  lin k  s ig n if ie s  a n d  w h e re  it 

o r ig in a te s . T h is  is su e  w ill b e  e x a m in e d  in  th e  n e x t c h a p te r . H ere , th e  su r 

v ey  o f  th e  v a r io u s  v e rs io n s  o f  th e  f i r a q  tra d i t io n  w ill  b e  c o n tin u e d , u n 

v e ilin g  m o re  a sp e c ts  o f  th e  a n ti-h e re tic a l m e ssa g e  o f  th e  trad itio n .

A n t i -H e r e t i c a l  V e r s i o n s

S e v e ra l v e rs io n s  o f  th e  f i r a q  t r a d itio n  a re  n o t e m b e d d e d  in  a  c le a r  a n ti-  

K h a r iji  c o n te x t,  b u t n e v e r th e le s s  c o n ta in  a n t i-h e re t ic a l  h in ts  in d ic a tin g  

th e  o r ig in a l a n t i-K h a r ij i  c o n te x t. S o m e  o f  th e se  a re  a t tr ib u te d  to  M u °a- 

w iy a , th e  fo u n d e r  o f  th e  U m a y y a d  d y n a s ty . H is  v e rs io n s  a re  d ire c te d  at 

th e  h e re tic s  a t la rg e , w h o  a re  c a lle d  a h l a l-a h w a  “ p e o p le  o f  d e v ia tio n s ” . 

O n e  o f  M u ca w iy a ’s v e rs io n s  is q u o te d  b y  th e  H im s i tr a d i t io n is t  A b u  

°A m ir a l-H a w z a n i, a n d  its  b a s ic  te x t w as  re c o rd e d  b y  a l-D a r im i (d . A H  

2 5 5 ); h e re  th e  sa v e d  Is la m ic  p a r ty  fo rm s  a n  e x tra  g ro u p  s e p a ra te d  fro m  

th e  7 2 . T h e  p re v io u s  c o m m u n it ie s  a re  re fe r re d  to  a s  “ P e o p le  o f  th e  

B o o k ” , a  la b e l w h ic h  h e re  r e p re s e n ts  a  c o n d e n s e d  fo rm  o f  J e w s  an d  

C h r is tia n s , a n d  th u s  th e  tra d i t io n  fo rm s  a  c o n c is e  v e rs io n  o f  th e  tr ip le  

ty p e . T h e  P ro p h e t say s:

67 A b u  Y a cla , V I ,  n o .  3 6 6 8 ;  A b u  N u ca y m , H ily a ,  I I I ,  2 2 6 - 2 7 ;  M a j m a c a l - z a w a Jid , 

V I, 2 2 9 .

68 A ju r r i ,  S h a r i ca ,  n o .  2 3 . S e e  a ls o  Ib n  B a t ta ,  Ib a r ta :  I m a n ,  I, n o . 2 6 9 ;  Ib n  K a th ir ,  T a 

f s i r ,  I I , 7 6 - 7 7  (o n  5 :6 6 ) ;  S u y u t i ,  D u r r , II , 2 9 7 - 9 8 .
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T h o s e  w h o  w e r e  b e f o r e  y o u  o f  th e  P e o p le  o f  th e  B o o k  b e c a m e  d iv id e d  in to  7 2  

d e n o m in a t io n s  (m il la ) ,  a n d  th i s  c o m m u n i ty  w il l  b e  d iv id e d  in to  7 3 ,  7 2  in  H e ll 

a n d  o n e  in  P a r a d i s e ,  th e  j a m a ca ,69

T h e  a h l a l-a h w a 3 a re  n o t m e n tio n e d  in  th is  s p e c if ic  v e rs io n , b u t in  th e  

v e rs io n  re c o rd e d  b y  A h m a d  ib n  H a n b a l (d . a h  2 4 1),70 w h ic h  h a s  g a in e d  

m u c h  w id e r  c irc u la t io n  a s  w e ll a s  c a n o n ic a l a u th o r i ty ,71 th e  a n ti-h e re tic  

to u c h  is e x p lic it .  T h is  v e rs io n  c o n ta in s  an  a d d itio n a l p a ssa g e  a p p e n d e d  at 

th e  e n d  o f  th e  f i r a q  trad itio n :

T h e r e  w il l  c o m e  o u t  o f  m y  c o m m u n i ty  p e o p le  in  w h o s e  s o u l s  th e s e  d e v ia t io n s  

( t i lk a  l - a h w a J) w il l  s p r e a d  l ik e  r a b ie s  (k a la b ) . . . .

T h is  e x p a n d e d  v e rs io n  recu rs  in  c o m m e n ta r ie s  o n  Q u r3an ic  p a ssa g e s  p ro 

h ib itin g  d iv is io n  an d  d is s e n s io n .72

A  s im ila r  v e rs io n  o f  M u ca w iy a ’s, w h ic h  is lik e w ise  d ire c te d  a g a in s t 

th e  h e re tic s , is e m b e d d e d  in  a  s to ry  w h ic h  ta k e s  p la c e  in  M e c c a  d u rin g  

th e  p ilg r im a g e . M u ca w iy a  m e e ts  a  s to ry te lle r  w h o  re la te s  “d is a g re e a b le  

th in g s”  (a s h y a 3 tu n k a ru ) , w h ic h  se e m s  to  im p ly  th a t h e  te lls  I s r a 3iliyyd t, 

i.e . I s ra e li te  s to r ie s . T h e  c a l ip h  a sk s  h im  w h y  h e  d o e s  it, an d  th e  s to ry 

te lle r  say s  th a t h is  o n ly  a im  is to  sp re a d  k n o w le d g e . M u °a w iy a  w a rn s  h im  

n e v e r  to  p ra c t ic e  h is  a r t  a g a in , a n d  a t th e  n o o n -p ra y e r  o f  th a t  d a y , h e  

in c lu d es  th e  f i r a q  tra d itio n  in  h is  se rm o n . T h e  te rm  a h w a °  a p p e a rs  in  th is  

ca se  as  a  g lo ss  w ith in  th e  te x t o f  th e  trad itio n :

T h o s e  w h o  w e r e  b e f o r e  y o u  o f  th e  P e o p le  o f  th e  B o o k  b e c a m e  d iv id e d  in to  7 2  

d e n o m in a t io n s  { m il la ) ,  th a t  is , d e v ia t io n s  (a / iv v a ’) , a n d  th is  c o m m u n i ty  w il l  b e  

d iv id e d  in to  7 3  d e n o m in a t io n s ,  th a t  is , d e v ia t io n s  (a h w a ’), 7 2  in  H e l l  a n d  o n e  in  

P a ra d is e ,  th e  j a m a ca .  H o ld  fa s t  to  it , h o ld  f a s t  to  i t 73

69 D a r im i,  II , n o . 2 5 1 8  (1 6 :7 5 ) .  S e e  a ls o  A ju r r i ,  S h a r i ca ,  n o . 2 7 .

70 A h m a d ,  M u s n a d ,  IV , 1 02.

71 A b u  D a w u d ,  II , 5 0 3 - 5 0 4  ( 3 9 :1 ) ;  Ib n  A b i  c A s i m ,  S u n n a ,  n o .  2 ; T a b a r a n i ,  K a b ir ,  

X IX , n o . 8 8 5 ; L a l ik a ’ i, I, n o . 1 5 0 ; B a y h a q i ,  D a ld ’ il,  V I , 5 4 1 - 4 2 .

72 O n  3 :1 0 3 : Q u r tu b i ,  A h k a m ,  IV , 1 6 0 . O n  3 :1 0 5 : Ib n  K a th ir ,  T a fs ir ,  I, 3 9 0 .

73 M a r w a z i ,  S u n n a ,  n o .  5 0 .  S e e  a ls o  n o . 5 1 ;  T a b a r a n i ,  K a b ir ,  X I X ,  n o .  8 8 4 ; Ib n  B a t 

ta , I b a n a :  I m a n ,  I, n o . 2 6 8 ;  M u s ta d r a k ,  I, 1 28.
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T h e  a p p e a ra n c e  o f  th e  f i r a q  tra d itio n  in  M u ca w iy a ’s re a c tio n  a g a in s t s to 

ry te llin g  m e a n s  th a t th e  tra d itio n  is u se d  as  a  w ea p o n  a g a in s t Is ra e lite  re 

l ig io u s  a n d  c u l tu ra l  in f lu e n c e  o n  Is la m ic  so c ie ty . S to ry te llin g  e m e rg e s  

h e re  as  c a u s in g  d is s e n s io n , a n d  a s  su p p o r tin g  h e re tic s  w h o  le f t  th e  ja -  

m a ca  a n d  fo llo w e d  th e  I s ra e li te  w a y s  o f  d is s e n s io n . S in c e  s to ry te lle rs  

(q u ssa s)  d e r iv e d  m u c h  o f  th e ir  m a te r ia l f ro m  Je w ish  so u rc e s , th is  c h a rg e  

a g a in s t th em  is q u ite  co n c e iv a b le .

A n t i - S h i cI V e r s io n s

A lth o u g h  th e  f i r a q  tra d itio n  d o e s  n o t seem  to  h a v e  c o m e  in to  e x is te n c e  as 

an  a n t i-S h ici im p u ls e , it n e v e r th e le s s  g a in e d  a n  a n ti-S h i° i m o m e n tu m  

w ith  tim e . A fte r  a ll, th e  S h icis  b e c a m e  th e  b e s t-k n o w n  re p re se n ta tiv e s  o f  

sch ism  in  Is lam . T h e  a n ti-S h i° i m e ssa g e  th a t w a s  a d d e d  to  th e  f i r a q  tra 

d it io n  is re f le c te d  in  a  re -s h a p e d  v e rs io n  a ttr ib u te d  to  CA1I h im s e lf  an d  

in c lu d ed  in  a  s to ry  in  w h ic h  cA li is a g a in  e n g a g e d  in  a p o le m ic a l d e b a te  

w ith  a  J e w ish  ra b b i ( r a  ’s  a l- ja lu t)  a n d  a  C h r is tia n  a rc h b ish o p . T h is  tim e  

th e  rab b i p u ts  cA li ’s k n o w le d g e  to  th e  te s t b y  a sk in g  h im  in to  h o w  m an y  

p a rtie s  th e  Je w s  sp lit  u p . °A li a n sw e rs  c o r re c tly  (71 p a r tie s ) , an d  g o e s  on  

to  say  th a t th e  M u s lim s  to o  w ill b e  d iv id e d  in to  th e  sa m e  n u m b e r  o f  p a r 

tie s , th e  w o rs t o f  w h ic h  w ill b e  th e  o n e  th a t u rg e s  th e  p e o p le  to  lo v e  th e  

h o u se  o f  c A ll, w h ile  c u rs in g  th e  c a lip h s  A b u  B a k r  a n d  cU m a r.74 T h is  is 

an  e x p lic i t  a n t i -S h icI s ta te m e n t w h ic h , fo r  th e  sa k e  o f  a u th e n tic a tio n , is 

a t tr ib u te d  to  n o n e  o th e r  th a n  cA ll h im se lf . I t is a lso  a v a ila b le  w ith  an  is- 

n a d  o f  M u ja h id  ib n  J a b r  (M e c c a n , d . a h  104) <- Ib n  0 A b b a s .75

I s o la t e d  V e r s io n s

Iso la te d  v e rs io n s  o f  th e  f i r a q  t ra d itio n  d e ta c h e d  fro m  a n y  sp e c if ic  e v e n t 

a re  a lso  av a ila b le . A g a in , m a n y  o f  th e m  a re  c irc u la te d  o n  th e  a u th o rity  o f  

A n as . T h e se  v e rs io n s  a re  o f  th e  d u a l s tru c tu re  ( I s ra e li te s -M u s lim s ) ,  a n d  

th e  sa v e d  p a r ty  o f  e a c h  c o m m u n ity  is in c lu d e d  in  th e  in itia l n u m b e rs  o f  

p a r tie s  ( 7 1 - 7 2 ) .  O n e  s u c h  v e rs io n  h a s  th e  a b o v e  i s n a d  o f  Y a z id  a l-

74 Ib n  B a t ta ,  Ib a n a :  I m a n ,  I, n o . 2 7 5 .

75 Ib n  A b i c A s i m ,  S u n n a , n o . 9 9 5 ;  Ib n  B a t ta ,  I b a n a :  I m a n ,  I, n o .  2 7 7  ( e n d  o f  p a r a 

g r a p h ) .
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R a q a sh i <- A n as . H e re  to o  th e  sa v e d  p a r ty  is th e  j a m a ca , b u t a n  a d d e d  

a llu s io n  is m a d e  to  a  Q u r Da n ic  v e rs e  in  w h ic h  th e  ro o t j . m . c is  u se d , so  

th a t th e  v a lu e  o f  th e  j a m a ca  g a in s  d iv in e  au th o rity . T h e  v e rse  is S u ra t A l 

cIm ra n  (3 ): 10 3 , w h ic h  s a y s  th a t  th e  b e l ie v e rs  s h o u ld  h o ld  f a s t  to  th e  

“ ro p e ” (h a b l) o f  G o d  “ to g e th e r” ( ja m V a n ), a n d  n o t b e c o m e  s e p a ra te d  

(w a -la  ta fa rra q ii). T h e  v e rse  is a l lu d e d  to  in  th e  v e rs io n  re c o rd e d  b y  a l-  

T a b a ri in h is  c o m m e n ta ry  o n  th e  v e rse . T h e  P ro p h e t u tte rs  th e  f i r a q  t ra 

d i t io n  a n d  th e  a u d ie n c e  in q u ire s  a s  to  w h ic h  is th e  s a v e d  p a r ty ;  th e  

P ro p h e t b e n d s  h is  f in g e rs  in to  a  f is t, a s s e r tin g  th a t it is th e  ja m a ca , an d  

th e n  re c ite s  th e  v e rs e .76 T h e  in s is te n c e  o n  th e  v a lu e  o f  j a m a ca  re ta in s  th e  

a n ti-K h a riji m e ssa g e  o f  th e  tra d itio n .

In  m o re  iso la te d  v e rs io n s , th e  sa v e d  p a r ty  is a g a in  a l- ja m a ca. T h e  o n e  

q u o te d  fro m  A n as  b y  Q a ta d a  g a in e d  e n tra n c e  in to  th e  c a n o n ic a l c o m p ila 

t io n  o f  Ib n  M a ja .77 A n o th e r  is q u o te d  fro m  A n a s  by  th e  E g y p tia n  S a cid  

ibn  A b i H ila l (d . a h  135), a n d  is re c o rd e d  b y  A h m a d  ib n  H a n b a l.78 A h 

m a d  a lso  re c o rd e d  a  v e rs io n  q u o te d  fro m  A n a s  by  th e  B a s ra n  Z iy a d  ibn  

°A b d a lla h  a l-N u m a y ri,  an d  h e re  th e  r is in g  sc a le  o f  sc h ism  w as  rem o v e d  

y e t a g a in ; th e  n u m b e r  o f  Is ra e li te  p a r tie s  w as  ra is e d  to  7 2  to  m a tc h  th e  

Is lam ic  o n e s .79

In  c o n tra s t to  th e se  v e rs io n s , th e  o n e  q u o te d  fro m  A n a s  b y  th e  B a sra n  

cA b d  a l - cA z iz  ib n  S u h a y b  (d . a h  130) c a lls  th e  sa v e d  Is la m ic  p a r ty  al-  

sa w a d  a l - a cza m ,  w ith  n o  fu r th e r  d e f in itio n . T h is  tim e  th e  sa v e d  p a r ty  is 

an  e x tra  o n e , n o t in c lu d e d  in  th e  7 2 .80

In a n o th e r  v e rs io n  o f  A n a s , th e  sa v e d  p a r ty  s ta n d s  a p a r t fro m  th e  7 2  

an d  g a in s  y e t a n o th e r  d e f in itio n . T h e  f i r a q  tra d itio n  is a d d u c e d  h e re  o n ly  

w ith  its  a p o c a ly p tic  p a r t,  w ith  n o  re fe re n c e  to  th e  h is to r ic a l  I s ra e li te  

p re c e d e n t. S u c h  a  sh o r te n e d  fo rm  c o n v e y s  th e  fa ta lis tic  m e ssa g e  m o re  

fo rc e fu lly , a n d  th e  u rg e n c y  o f  jo in in g  th e  sa v e d  p a r ty  b e c o m e s  a ll th e  

m o re  v ita l. T h e  P ro p h e t h e re  say s : “ T h is  c o m m u n ity  w ill sp lit in to  73 

p a r tie s , all o f  th e m  in  H e ll b u t o n e ” . S o m e  p e o p le  a sk  h im : “ W h a t is th is

76 T a b a r i ,  T a fs i r , IV , 2 2 . S e e  a ls o  L a l ik a 3i, I, n o . 14 8 ; S u y u t i ,  D u r r , I I , 6 0 - 6 1 .

77 Ib n  M a ja ,  II , n o . 3 9 9 3  (3 6 :1 7 ) .

78 A h m a d , M u s n a d ,  I I I ,  1 45.

79 Ib id . ,  I l l ,  1 20 .

80 A ju r r i ,  S h a r V a ,  n o . 2 5 ;  A b u  Y a cla , V I I ,  n o s .  3 9 3 8 ,  3 9 4 4 ; Ib n  B a t ta ,  Ib a n a :  I m a n ,  

I, n o . 2 7 1 .
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o n e  p a r ty ? ” T h e  P ro p h e t: “ T h e y  a re  th o se  w h o  a d h e re  to  w h a t m y  C o m 

p a n io n s  an d  I a re  fo llo w in g  to d a y .” 81 H ere  th e  v a lu e  o f  o b e d ie n c e  to  th e  

c a lip h s  h a s  b e e n  c o n d e n s e d  in to  lo y a lty  to  th e  m o d e l o f  M u h a m m a d ’s 

c o n te m p o ra r ie s .

T h e re  a re  m o re  C o m p a n io n s  to  w h o m  th e  f i r a q  tra d itio n  w as  a ttr ib u te d , 

a n d  th is  in d ic a te s  th e  im p o r ta n c e  a t ta c h e d  to  th e  c a m p a ig n  a g a in s t  

sc h ism . O n e  o f  th e m  is  S a°d  ib n  A b i W a q q a s , w h o se  v e rs io n  is  q u o te d  

fro m  h im  b y  h is  M e d in a n  d a u g h te r , cA :)ish a  b in t S a cd (d . A H  117). T h is  is 

a  sh o rt v e rs io n  o f  th e  d u a l s tru c tu re  in  w h ic h  th e  n u m b e r  o f  Is la m ic  p a r 

t ie s  h as  b e e n  re d u c e d  to  71 to  m a tc h  th e  Is ra e li te s , a n d  th u s  th e  r is in g  

sc a le  o f  s c h ism  h a s  b e e n  re m o v e d  a g a in . T h e  sa v e d  p a r ty  is in c lu d e d  in  

th e  7 1 , a n d  is n a m e d  as  th e  j a m a ca P

V e rs io n s  o f  y e t o th e r  C o m p a n io n s  a re  b a se d  on  th e  tr ip le  s tru c tu re  in 

w h ich  th e  a sc e n d in g  s c a le  o f  sc h ism  is  re ta in e d . T h e  v e rs io n s  o f  th is  ty p e  

a re  th e  o n e s  p re fe r re d  b y  th e  a u th o rs  o f  th e  m o re  a u th o r i ta t iv e  h a d ith  

c o m p ila t io n s ,  a p p a re n tly  th a n k s  to  th e  e x p l ic i t  r e fe re n c e  to  J e w s  an d  

C h r is tia n s , w h o  re p la c e  th e  re m o te — an d  h e n c e  le ss  re le v a n t— C h ild re n  

o f  Is rae l. T h e  sa v e d  p a r ty  o f  e a c h  o f  th e  th re e  c o m m u n itie s  (Jew s, C h r is 

tian s , M u s lim s)  is a n  e x tra  o n e . O n e  su c h  v e rs io n  is  a g a in  o f  th e  S y rian  

C o m p a n io n  cA w f  ib n  M a lik , a n d  w as  re c o rd e d  b y  Ib n  M a ja .83 H o w e v e r , 

th e  m o s t p re v a le n t  v e rs io n  o f  th is  s tru c tu re  is a  M e d in a n  o n e , o f  th e  

C o m p a n io n  A b u  H u ra y ra , a s  q u o te d  b y  A b u  S a la m a  ib n  cA b d  a l-R a h m a n  

ib n  cA w f  (d . a h  9 4 ). It o n ly  p ro v id e s  th e  a sc e n d in g  n u m e ric a l s c a le  o f  

th e  to ta l n u m b e r  o f  th e  p a r tie s  o f  th e  th re e  c o m m u n itie s ,  w h ic h  in c lu d e s  

th e  sa v e d  p a r ty  o f  e a c h  o f  th e m  (7 1 - 7 2 - 7 3 ) .  H o w e v e r , n o n e  o f  th e  sa v e d  

p a r tie s  is e x p l ic i t ly  m e n tio n e d . T h is  c o m p a c t a n d  n e a t v e rs io n  g a in e d

81 T a b a r a n i ,  S a g h i r ,  I, 2 5 6 ;  J a w r a q a n i ,  A b a t i l ,  I, n o .  2 8 3 . T h e  is n a d :  'A b d a l l a h  ib n  

S u f y a n  ( M e d in a n )  <— Y a h y a  ib n  S a ' i d  ib n  Q a y s  a l - A n s a r i  ( M e d in a n ,  d .  A H  1 4 4 )  <— 

A n a s  <— P ro p h e t .

82 M a r w a z i ,  S u n n a ,  n o .  5 7 ;  A ju r r i ,  S h a r i ca ,  n o .  2 6 . S e e  a l s o  Ib n  B a t ta ,  I b a n a : I m a n ,  

I, n o s .  2 6 3 ,  2 6 6 ;  K a s h f  a l - a s ta r ,  IV , 9 7  ( n o .  3 2 8 4 ) ;  M a j m a c a l - z a w a ^ id ,  V I I ,  2 6 2  

(B a z z a r ) .

83 Ib n  M a ja ,  I I , n o .  3 9 9 2  ( 3 6 :1 7 ) .  S e e  a l s o  Ib n  A b i cA s im , S u n n a ,  n o .  6 3 ;  T a b a r a n i ,  

K a b ir ,  X V I I I ,  n o .  1 2 9 ; L a l i k a ’ i, I, n o .  1 49.
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e n tra n c e  in to  n u m e ro u s  h a d ith  c o m p ila tio n s , in c lu d in g  s o m e  c a n o n ic a l 

o n e s .84

S e c t a r ia n  V e r s i o n s

A lth o u g h  th e  f i r a q  t r a d itio n  c a m e  in to  e x is te n c e  to  se rv e  th e  S u n n i a n ti-  

h e re tic a l c a m p a ig n , a n d  e v e n tu a lly  a lso  a n  a n t i-S h ici a im , n o n -S u n n i I s 

la m ic  m in o r it ie s — a n d  e s p e c ia lly  S h icis — so o n  a d a p te d  th e  tra d itio n  to  

th e ir  o w n  n e e d s . T h is  w as  a c h ie v e d  b y  id e n tify in g  th e m s e lv e s  w ith  th e  

sa v e d  p a rty , th a t is , th e  j a m a ca. T h is  m e a n s  th a t th e  n o tio n  o f  th e  ja m a ca  

n e v e r  re m a in e d  c o n f in e d  to  th e  m a jo r ity  o f  M u s lim s , a n d  m in o r it ie s  

c o u ld  a lso  c la im  to  re p re se n t th e  o n e  a u th e n tic  j a m a 0a.

In  fac t, j a m a ca  c o u ld  a lso  b e a r  a n  in d iv id u a l s ig n if ic a n c e , an d  th is  in 

its e lf  is a n  id e a  to  w h ic h  S u n n is  to o  c o u ld  su b sc r ib e . T h is  is in d ic a te d  in 

so m e e a r ly  tra d itio n s . F o r  e x a m p le , Ib n  S a°d  (d . A H  2 3 0 ) h as  re c o rd e d  a 

tra d i t io n  in  w h ic h  th e  P ro p h e t say s  to  th e  C o m p a n io n  a l-H a k a m  ibn  

cU m a y r  a l-T h u m a li th a t j a m a ca  e m b o d ie s  tw o  p e rso n s  o r  m o re .85 A lso , 

cA b d a lla h  ib n  M a s cu d  is sa id  to  h a v e  to ld  °A m r ib n  M a y m u n  (K u fan , d. 

A H  7 4 ) th a t th e  m a sse s  ( ju m h u r ) o f  th e  j a m a ca  e m b o d y  o n ly  th o se  d e 

p a r tin g  fro m  th e  [tru e] j a m a ca , w h ile  th e  [true] j a m a ca  is th a t w h ic h  c o n 

fo rm s  to  th e  o b e d ie n c e  ( t a ca ) o f  G o d , e v e n  i f  th is  be o n e  p e rso n  o n ly .86 

A n  in d iv id u a l p e rc e p t io n  o f  th e  te rm  j a m a ca  is a lso  re f le c te d  in  th e  

s ta te m e n t o f  cA b d a lla h  ib n  a l-M u b a ra k  a l-M a rw a z i (d . a h  181 ), to  th e  

e ffe c t th a t th e  j a m a ca  c o n s is ts  o f  A b u  B a k r  a n d  cU m a r.87

T h e  s a m e  e v e n  a p p lie s  to  th e  n o tio n  o f  a l-s a w a d  a l - a cza m  w h ich  in i 

t ia lly  d e n o te s  th e  b u lk  o f  th e  u m m a . T h is  te rm  to o  w as tu rn e d  in to  an  a b 

s tra c t m e ta p h o r  w h ic h  c o u ld  a p p ly  to  a s in g le  p e rso n . In d e e d , it w as

84 A h m a d ,  M u s n a d , 11, 3 3 2 ;  A ju r r i ,  S h a r V a , n o s .  1 9 , 2 0 ;  Ib n  M a ja ,  I I , n o . 3 9 9 1  

( 3 6 :1 7 ) ;  A b u  D a w u d ,  I I ,  5 0 3  (3 9 :1 ) ;  T i r m id h i /T u / i /a ,  V I I ,  3 9 7  ( 3 8 :1 8 ) ;  Ib n  A b i cA s im , 

S u n n a ,  n o s .  6 6 - 6 7 ;  M a r w a z i ,  S u n n a ,  n o . 5 8 ;  A b u  Y a cla , X , n o s .  5 9 1 0 ,  5 9 7 8 ,  6 1 1 7 ;  Ib n  

H ib b a n ,  S a h ih ,  X IV , n o .  6 2 4 7 ;  X V , n o . 6 7 3 1 ;  Ib n  B a t ta ,  I b a n a :  I m a n ,  I, n o .  2 7 3 ;  M u s 

ta d r a k ,  I, 6 ,  1 28; B a y h a q i ,  S u n a n ,  X , 2 0 8 ; B a g h d a d i ,  F a r q ,  9 .

85 Ib n  S a cd , V I I ,  4 1 5 .

86 L a l ik a ’ i ,  I , n o .  1 6 0 : . . . i n n a  j u m h u r a  l - j a m a ca t i  h iy a  l l a t i  tu f a r i q u  l - j a m a ca ta ;  

in n a m a  l - j a m a ca tu  m a  w a fa q a  t a ca ta  l la h i  w a - in  k u n ta  w a h d a k a .  C f .  Ib n  cA b d  a l- B a r r ,  

T a m h id ,  X X I , 2 7 4 .

87 L a l ik a ’ i, IV , n o . 2 3 2 6 .
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a tta c h e d  to  th e  tra d i t io n is t  M u h a m m a d  ib n  A s la m  a l-T u s i , a  c o n te m p o 

ra ry  o f  A h m a d  ib n  H a n b a l (d . a h  2 4 1 )  w h o  c o m p o se d  an  a n t i-h e re tic  

tre a tis e  a g a in s t th e  J a h m iy y a  an d  tra n s m itte d  a n t i-h e re tic  sa y in g s  o f  th e  

P ro p h e t, in c lu d in g  th e  f i r a q  tra d itio n .88 T h e  title  w as  c o n fe rre d  on  h im  by  

Ish a q  ib n  R a h u y a h , w h o  sa y s  th a t  th e  ig n o ra n t p e o p le  th in k  th a t  sa w a d  

a cza m  a re  th e  m a sse s  ( j a m a ca t a l-n a s ) , b u t th e y  d o  n o t k n o w  th a t th e  j a 

m a 0 a  is a c tu a lly  an y  [s in g le ] s c h o la r  a d h e rin g  to  th e  le g a c y  (a th a r ) o f  th e  

P ro p h e t a n d  to  h is  w a y  (ta r iq ). T h is  s c h o la r  an d  h is  fo llo w e rs  a re  th e  j a 

m a 0a .89

T h e  la b e l s a w a d  a °za m  w a s  a lso  a p p lie d  to  a n  e a r l ie r  tra d i t io n is t ,  

n am e ly , A b u  H a m z a  a l-S u k k a r i (d . A H  166). T h is  is a g a in  s ta te d  by  cA b 

d a lla h  ibn  a l-M u b a ra k .90

W ith  th is  a b s tra c t s ig n if ic a n c e  o f  j a m a 0 a  a n d  s a w a d  a °za m , th e  f i r a q  

tra d itio n  c o u ld  b e  re p ro d u c e d  in  S h ici w ritin g s  w ith o u t c h a n g in g  o n e  s in 

g le  w o rd  in  it. T h e  tra d itio n  a p p e a rs  in ta c t in  Ib n  B a b u y a h ’s K h isa l,  w ith  

o n e  o f  th e  a b o v e  is n a d s  o f  A n a s  ib n  M a lik  (a s  q u o te d  b y  S a cid  ib n  A b i 

H ila l) . It is o f  th e  c o m p le te  s tru c tu re  w h ic h  c o n ta in s  b o th  th e  h is to r ic a l as  

w e ll a s  th e  a p o c a ly p tic  p a rt. T h e  sa v e d  p a r ty  is th e  j a m a 0a , a n d  th is  is 

re p e a te d  b y  th e  P ro p h e t th re e  tim e s  o v e r. T h e  S h icI a u th o r  a d d s  a  re m a rk  

o f  h is  o w n  h ere : “T h e  j a m a 0a  a re  th e  p e o p le  o f  th e  T ru th  (a l-h a q q ), e v e n  

be th ey  few  (w a -in  q a llu ) .”9]

H o w e v e r , ju s t  r e p e a tin g  th e  a l re a d y  e x is t in g  S u n n i v e rs io n s  o f  th e  

f i r a q  tra d itio n  w as  n o t e n o u g h  fo r  th e  S h icis. Ib n  B a b u y a h  re c o rd e d  a n 

o th e r  v e rs io n  w h ic h  th is  tim e  is e q u ip p e d  w ith  a  p ro p e r  S h ici is n a d  g o in g  

b ack  to  th e  P ro p h e t th ro u g h  a  su c c e ss iv e  lin e  o f  S h ici im a m s. T h e  c o n te n t 

o f  th e  tra d itio n  h as  n e v e r th e le s s  re m a in e d  in ta c t.92

T h e re  a re  a lso  S h icI v e rs io n s  w ith  re -s h a p e d  c o n te n ts  a s  w e ll a s  is- 

n a d s . O n e  su c h  v e rs io n  h a s  b e e n  re c o rd e d  b y  a l-K u lin i. I t is  a t tr ib u te d  to  

th e  fif th  im a m  A b u  J a cfa r  (M u h a m m a d  ib n  cA ll a l-B a q ir , M ed in an , d . A H

88 A b o u t  h im  s e e  A b u  N u ca y m , H ily a , IX , 2 3 8 - 5 4 .

89 Ib id . ,  IX , 2 3 9 . S e e  a l s o  Ib n  Q a y y im  a l - J a w z iy y a ,  I g h a th a ,  8 5 .

90 A b u  N u ca y m , H ily a ,  IX , 2 3 9  ( p r in te d :  “ a l - S a k u n i”  in s te a d  o f  “ a l - S u k k a r i” ).

91 Ib n  B a b u y a , K h is a l ,  5 8 4  (n o . 10).

92 I b id . ,  5 8 5  (n o .  1 1 ). T h e  is n a d :  J a cf a r  ib n  M u h a m m a d  a l - S a d iq  ( 6 th  im a m ,  d .  A H  

1 4 8 ) «— h is  f a th e r  M u h a m m a d  a l - B a q i r  ( 5 th  im a m ,  d .  A H  1 1 4 ) <— h is  f a th e r  cA li  Z a y n  

a l - cA b id in  (4 th  im a m )  <— h is  f a th e r  H u s a y n  ib n  cA li  <— cA li  <— P ro p h e t .



Is ra e lite  a n d  Is la m ic  S e c ts :  th e  Firaq T ra d itio n 143

1 14), w h o  n o t o n ly  re p e a ts  th e  w e ll-k n o w n  d e ta ils  a b o u t th e  J e w ish , 

C h ris tia n , a n d  M u s lim  p a rtie s , b u t a lso  p ro v id e s  a  sp e c if ic  d e f in itio n  o f  

th e  sav ed  p a r ty  a m o n g  th e  73 Is la m ic  g ro u p s , i.e. p e o p le  p ro fe s s in g  lo y 

a lty  a n d  lo v e  fo r  th e  im a m s. T h e  72  Is la m ic  p a r tie s  th a t w ill g o  to  H ell 

a re  a lso  d e sc r ib e d  in  a  s ig n if ic a n t m a n n e r. T h e y  in c lu d e  tw e lv e  p a r tie s  o f  

p e o p le  p ro fe s s in g  lo y a lty  an d  lo v e  fo r  th e  im a m s,  an d  6 0  p a r tie s  o f  th e  

rest o f  th e  p e o p le .93 In  th is  v e rs io n , th e  Im am i s tream  seem s  to  b e  s in g le d  

o u t a s  th e  o n ly  sa v e d  p a r ty  a m o n g  th ir te e n  S h ici tre n d s . T h is  m e a n s  th a t 

the  S h icis to o  fa c e d  p ro b le m s  o f  d iv is io n  a n d  d is s e n s io n  a m o n g  th e m 

se lv es , an d  th e  f i r a q  tra d itio n , in c lu d in g  th e  Is ra e lite  h is to ric a l p re c e d e n t, 

w as e m p lo y e d  to  s u p p o r t  th e  Im a m i m a in s tre a m  w h ic h  re p re s e n te d  a 

S h ici tra n s fo rm a tio n  o f  th e  id e a  o f  j a m a ca.

A  s im ila r  v e rs io n  is a t tr ib u te d  to  cA li h im se lf , an d  h e re  th e  sa v e d  

p a r tie s  o f  th e  J e w s  a n d  th e  C h r is tia n s  a re  a lso  d e sc r ib e d  in  d e ta il .  T h e  

J e w ish  sa v e d  p a r ty  is th e  o n e  th a t  h a s  re m a in e d  lo y a l to  J o sh u a , th e  

w a siyy  (“ le g a te e ” ) o f  M o se s . T h e  C h ris tia n  sav ed  p a rty  is th e  o n e  th a t has 

re m a in e d  lo y a l to  S h a m cun  (P e te r) , th e  w a siyy  o f  J e s u s .94 T h u s  cA li, th e  

w a siyy  o f  M u h a m m a d , h a s  b e e n  p u t on  a  p a r  w ith  th e  n o b le  a n d  l e 

g itim a te  le g a te e s  o f  th e  Is ra e lite  p ro p h e ts , a n d  h is  su p p o r te rs  e m e rg e  as 

the sav ed  p a r ty  a m o n g  th e  M u slim s.

It is in te re s tin g  to  o b se rv e  th a t a  v e rs io n  o f  cA H ’s s ta te m e n t, as  c o n 

v ey ed  to  th e  K u fa n  Z a d h a n  A b u  cU m a r (d. A H  8 2 ), fo u n d  its w ay  in to  a 

n o n -S h ici c o m p ila t io n ,  n a m e ly  th e  K ita b  a l-su n n a  o f  a l -M a rw a z i 95 It 

seem s th a t th e  id e a  th a t tw e lv e  S h ici p a rtie s  o u t o f  th ir te e n  w ill g o  to  H ell 

g a in ed  a l -M a rw a z i’s a tte n tio n  fo r  th e  trad itio n .

A n ti-S e c ta r ia n  R e a c tio n

T h e  f le x ib le  w a y  in  w h ic h  th e  f i r a q  t ra d itio n  w as  h a n d le d  by  v a r io u s  

se c tio n s  o f  th e  Is la m ic  so c ie ty  w as e v e n tu a lly  c r it ic ise d  in  m o re  v e rs io n s  

w h ich  w e re  p u t in to  c irc u la tio n , th e  m o s t ty p ic a l o f  w h ic h  is th e  o n e  w ith  

th e  is n a d  o f  A b u  cU b a y d a  a l-T a m im i (M u slim  ibn A b i K a rim a ) Ja b ir  

ib n  Z a y d  (A b u  1-Shacth a 3 a l-A z d i, B asran , d. ca. A H  9 3 -1 0 4 )  <- Ib n  cA b-

93 K u lin i ,  V I I I ,  2 2 4  (n o . 2 8 3 ) .

94 S u la y m  ib n  Q a y s ,  2 1 4 .

95 M a r w a z i ,  S u n n a ,  n o . 6 1 .



144 Is ra e lite  a n d  Is la m ic  S e c ts :  th e  Firaq T ra d itio n

bas . H e re  th e  P ro p h e t s ta te s  th a t h is  u m m a  w ill sp lit u p  in to  73 p a rtie s , all 

o f  w h ic h  w ill b e  g o in g  to  H e ll, e x c e p t o n e  w h ic h  w ill b e  sav ed . E a c h  

p a r ty  w ill c la im  th a t it re p re se n ts  th e  sa v e d  o n e .96

I n v e r t e d  V e r s io n s

T h e  a p o c a ly p tic  p re d ic tio n  th a t m o s t o f  th e  I s la m ic  p a r tie s  w ill g o  to  

H e ll, a s  th e  J e w ish  an d  th e  C h r is tia n  o n e s  w ill d o , c o u ld  n o t h a v e  b een  

a ttra c tiv e  to  all M u s lim s , e v e n  if  th e  sa v e d  o n e  w as  th e  p re c io u s  j a m a ca. 

S o m e  M u s lim s  l ik e d  to  th in k  th a t  a n y  o n e  o f  th e m — u n lik e  J e w s  a n d  

C h ris tia n s— c o u ld  h o p e  fo r  a  b e t te r  fu tu re  in  th e  w o rld  to  c o m e . T h e re 

fo re , th e re  a re  v e rs io n s , m o s t o c c u rr in g  in  la te r  so u rc e s , in  w h ic h  th e  te x t 

o f  th e  f i r a q  tra d itio n  h as  b e e n  tw is te d  so  as  to  e l im in a te  fro m  it an y  n o 

t io n  o f  p a ra l le l is m  o f  fa te  b e tw e e n  th e  M u s lim s  a n d  th e  J e w s  a n d  th e  

C h r is t ia n s . In  th e se  v e rs io n s , th e  n u m e ric a l  re la t io n s h ip  b e tw e e n  th e  

d o o m e d  an d  th e  sa v e d  s e c tio n s  o f  th e  M u s lim  c o m m u n ity  is in v e rte d  in 

fa v o u r  o f  th e  sa v e d  o n e . T h e  in v e rte d  v e rs io n s  a re  a ll re c o rd e d  in  a l-Ja w - 

r a q a n i’s A b a til ,  w h ic h  is  a  c o l le c t io n  o f  w h a t is r e g a rd e d  a s  sp u r io u s  

h a d ith . A ll o f  th e se  “ f a ls e ” v e rs io n s  a g a in  g o  b a c k  to  A n a s  ib n  M a lik , 

an d  in  th e m  th e  P ro p h e t s ta te s  th a t h is  c o m m u n ity  w ill sp lit in to  7 0 -o d d  

p a r tie s , th e  w h o le  g o in g  to  P a ra d is e  (!) , e x c e p t fo r  o n e  w h ic h  w ill g o  to  

H ell. T h e  tra d itio n  a lso  sp e c if ie s  th e  id e n tity  o f  th e  d o o m e d  p a rty : th e  za-  

n a d iq a  (s in g , z in d iq ) , w h o  a re  fu r th e r  d e f in e d  as  Q a d a ris .97

D e sp ite  th e ir  m o re  f la t te r in g  im p lic a tio n  fo r  th e  M u s lim s , th e se  in 

v e r te d  fo rm s  d o  n o t o c c u r  in  th e  e a r l ie s t  v e rs io n s  o f  th e  f i r a q  tra d itio n  

an d  h a v e  g a in e d  n o  c a n o n ic a l s ta tu s .98

A tte m p ts  to  r e c o n s tru c t  th e  id e a  th a t  th e  Is la m ic  c o m m u n ity  a s  a  

w h o le  re ta in s  th e  s ta tu s  o f  th e  c h o s e n  c o m m u n ity  w h ic h  s e c u re s  G o d ’s 

m e rc y  to  a ll its m e m b e rs  w h a te v e r  th e y  d o , a re  a lso  d isc e rn ib le  in  a n o th e r  

tra d itio n  th a t, l ik e w ise , o n ly  a p p e a rs  in  th e  n o n -c a n o n ic a l c o m p ila tio n s .

96 R a b ic ib n  H a b ib ,  S a h ih ,  n o . 4 1 .

97 J a w r a q a n i ,  A b a t i l ,  I, n o s .  2 7 7 - 8 2 .  S e e  a l s o  A lb a n i ,  S i l s i la ,  S a h ih a ,  I, 3 6 1  ( f r o m  

c U q a y I i ’s D u ca fa 'y ,  J o s e f  V a n  E s s ,  Z w is c h e n  H a d i t  u n d  T h e o lo g ie :  S tu d i e n  z u m  E n t-  

s te h e n  p r a d e s t in a t ia n i s c h e r  U b e r l ie fe r u n g  ( B e r l in  a n d  N e w  Y o rk ,  1 9 7 5 ), 1 3 4 - 3 6 .

98 S e e  th e  d i s c u s s io n  o n  th e s e  v e r s io n s  in  A lb a n i ,  S i l s i la ,  S a h ih a ,  1, 3 6 1 - 6 7 .  S e e  a ls o  

e d i t o r ’s  n o te  in  D a n i,  F ita n ,  I I I , 6 3 0 - 3 1 .
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T h e  tra d itio n  e x p lic it ly  re fe rs  to  th e  s ta te  o f  d iv is io n  an d  d is c o rd , w h ic h  

is re g a rd e d  in  th e  f i r a q  t r a d i t io n  as  a  m a jo r  s in . T h e  tr a d i t io n  tr ie s  to  

e l im in a te  th e  e v il im p a c t o f  d iv is io n  b y  a t tr ib u t in g  to  th e  P ro p h e t th e  

s ta te m e n t: “ T h e  d is a g re e m e n t o f  m y  c o m m u n ity  is  m e rc y ”  ( ik h t i la f  um -  

m a ti ra h m a ). H o w e v e r , if  th is  tra d itio n  w as  m e a n t to  sh o w  th e  b r ig h t s id e  

o f  in n e r  d iv is io n , it fa ile d  to  d o  so . M an y  c o m p ile rs  n o te d  th a t th e  s ta te 

m e n t d o e s  n o t a p p e a r  in  e a r ly  a u th o r i ta t iv e  so u rc e s , a n d  th a t it la c k s  a 

t ra c e a b le  isn a d .  T h e y  th e re fo re  re je c te d  it a s  sp u rio u s , s tre s s in g  th a t th e  

Q u r3an  s p e c if ic a lly  c o n d e m n s  d iv is io n s . O th e rs  e x p la in e d  th a t w h a te v e r  

th e  c a se  m a y  b e , th e  s ta te m e n t d o e s  n o t e n d o rse  in n e r  d iv is io n , o n ly  d if 

fe re n c e s  o v e r  th e  p ra c tic a l im p lic a tio n  o f  th e  la w . G o d ’s m e rc y , th e y  ad d , 

sh o w s  th a t th e  b e lie v e rs  h a d  th e  P ro p h e t— or, a c c o rd in g  to  th e  S h i° is , the  

im a m s— to g u id e  th e m ."

T o  th e  s a m e  g ro u p  b e lo n g s  a  t ra d i t io n  th a t  tr ie s  to  tu rn  c iv il  w a rs  

f ro m  s in  in to  p u rg in g  tr ia l, an d  th u s  re g a in  th e  c h o se n  s ta tu s  o f  M u h a m 

m a d ’s u m m a . T h e  tra d itio n  is o f  th e  C o m p a n io n  A b u  M u sa  a l-A s h cari, as 

q u o te d  by  h is  so n  A b u  B u rd a . O f  all th e  c a n o n ic a l c o m p ila tio n s , it o c c u rs  

o n ly  in  A bu  D a w u d .100 In  it th e  P ro p h e t says:

M y  c o m m u n i ty  is  u n d e r  G o d ’s m e r c y  ( u m m a t i  h a d h ih i  u m m a  m a r h u m a ) ',  i t  s h a l l

i n c u r  n o  p u n i s h m e n t  f i a d h a b )  in  th e  n e x t  w o r ld .  I ts  p u n i s h m e n t  is  m e te d  o u t  to

it in  th is  w o r ld :  i t  is  c iv i l  w a r s  ( f i t a n ) ,  e a r th q u a k e s  ( z a l a z i l ) a n d  k i l l in g  (q a t l ).

S o m e  v e rs io n s  a d d  th a t o n  th e  D ay  o f  R e su rre c tio n , e v e ry  M u slim  w ill 

g e t h o ld  o f  a  p e rs o n  o f  th e  o th e r  c o n g re g a tio n s  w h o  w ill b e  h is  ra n so m  

fo r  h is  o w n  re le a s e  fro m  H e ll .101 S im ila r  v e rs io n s  a re  a v a i la b le  o n  th e  

a u th o rity  o f  th e  C o m p a n io n s  A n a s  ib n  M a lik ,102 c A b d a lla h  ib n  Y a z id  al- 

K h a tm i,103 a n d  A b u  H u ra y ra .104

"  S e e  e .g .  Q u r tu b i ,  A h k a m ,  IV , 1 5 9 ; K a n z ,  X , n o .  2 8 6 8 6 ;  K a r a j ik i ,  K a n z  a l - fa w a Jid , 

II, 2 1 5 ; Ib n  S h a d h a n ,  Id a h ,  17; A lb a n i ,  S il s i la ,  D a cifa ,  I, n o . 5 7 .

100 A b u  D a w u d ,  II , 4 2 0 - 2 1  (3 4 :7 ) .  S e e  a ls o  A h m a d ,  M u s n a d ,  IV , 4 1 0 ,  4 1 8 ;  M u s ta d 

r a k ,  IV , 4 4 4 .

101 A h m a d , M u s n a d ,  IV , 4 0 8 ;  T a b a r a n i ,  A w s a t ,  I, n o . 1.

102 Ib n  M a ja , I I , n o . 4 2 9 2  (3 7 :3 4 ) .

103 T a b a r a n i ,  A w s a t ,  V I I I ,  n o . 7 1 6 0 .

m lb id „  V I I ,  n o . 6 9 0 5 .
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T h e  e x is te n c e  o f  th e se  v e rs io n s  in d ic a te s  th a t in  sp ite  o f  th e  d a n g e r  o f  

a s s im ila tio n  w ith  o th e rs  th a t s te m m e d  fro m  in n e r  d iv is io n , th e  M u slim s  

h a v e  n o t e n t i r e ly  lo s t th e  in itia l p r id e  in  th e ir  o w n  d is t in c t iv e  s ta tu s  

a m o n g  th e  n a tio n s .



C H A P T E R  7

I S R A E L I T E  F O R M S  O F  S C H I S M :  

T H E  K H A W A R I J  A N D  T H E  Q U R ’ A N

A s se e n  in  th e  p re v io u s  c h a p te r , th e  K h aw arij a re  o n e  o f  th e  m a in  ta rg e ts  

o f  th e  f i r a q  tra d itio n . T h is  is n o t a c c id e n ta l b e c a u se , a s  w ill b e  d e m o n 

s tra te d  in  th e  p re se n t c h a p te r , th e y  w ere  c lo se ly  a s so c ia te d  w ith  Is ra e lite  

m o d e s  o f  d is s e n t w h ic h  th e  f i r a q  trad itio n  w as  d e s ig n e d  to  o p p o se . It w ill 

b e c o m e  c le a r  th a t th e  c o re  o f  th e  K h a riji d is s e n s io n  w as  th e  Q u r3an , an d  

th a t s im ila r  d isp u te s  re v o lv in g  a ro u n d  th e  T o ra h  b ro u g h t a b o u t th e  id e n t 

if ic a tio n  o f  th e  K h a riji d is se n t w ith  Is rae lite  m o d e s  o f  sch ism .

T h e  K h aw a r ij  a n d  S u ra t  A I  cIm ran  ( 3 ) : 7

T o  d e m o n s tra te  th e  Is ra e li te  c o n n e c tio n  o f  th e  K h a w a rij, w e  m u s t re tu rn  

to  A b u  U m a m a ’s s ta te m e n t in  f ro n t o f  th e  b e h e a d e d  K h aw arij an d  lo o k  a t 

th e  Q u r3a n ic  v e rse s  th a t a re  in c lu d e d  in  it. T h e  m o s t n o ta b le  o n e  is S u ra t 

A l °Im ran  (3 ):7 . T h is  w e ll-k n o w n  v e rs e 1 d is tin g u ish e s  b e tw e e n  tw o  ty p e s  

o f  Q u r 3a n ic  re v e la tio n s :  p a s s a g e s  w h ic h  a re  c a l le d  m u h k a m a t  ( “ c le a r-  

c u t” ), a n d  th o se  w h ic h  a re  c a lle d  m u ta sh a b ih a t  (“ a m b ig u o u s” ). A b o u t th e  

la tte r  ty p e , th e  Q u r ’an  says:

A s  f o r  th o s e  in  w h o s e  h e a r t s  is  d e v ia t io n  (z a y g h ) , th e y  f o l lo w  th e  a m b ig u o u s  

p a r t s  ( m a  ta s h a b a h a )  o f  [ th e  B o o k ] ,  s e e k in g  d is s e n t  ( f i t n a ) a n d  s e e k in g  to  in t e r 

p r e t  it ( ta ^ w il ih i ) .

Is la m ic  e x e g e s is  re v e a ls  th e  re la tio n sh ip  o f  th is  p a ssa g e  to  th e  K h a w a rij, 

w h ic h  in  tu rn  e x p o s e s  th e ir  I s ra e li te  lin k . T h e  e x e g e te s  p e rc e iv e d  th is

1 O n  th is  v e r s e  c f .  L e a h  K in b e r g ,  “ M u h k a m a t  a n d  M u ta s h a b ih a t  ( K o r a n  3 /7 ) :  I m p l i 

c a t io n  o f  a  K o ra n ic  P a i r  o f  T e r m s  in  M e d ie v a l  E x e g e s is ” , A r a b ic a  3 5  ( 1 9 8 8 ) ,  1 4 3 - 7 2 .

147



148 Is ra e lite  F o rm s  o f  S c h ism : th e  K h a w a r ij  a n d  the  Q u r 'a n

p a s s a g e  as  a t ta c k in g  p e o p le  w h o  p u rsu e  f i tn a ,  “ d is s e n s io n ” a n d  ta 'w i l ,  

“ in te rp re ta t io n ” , by  m e a n s  o f  th e  m u ta sh a b ih a t,  th a t  is , p e o p le  w h o  

a tte m p t to  le ad  a s tra y  th e  r ig h te o u s  by  m e a n s  o f  d e c e itfu l in te rp re ta tio n  

o f  th e  Q u r ’an . T h e  e a r l ie s t c o m m e n ta r ie s  say  th a t th e se  p e rso n s  a re  th e  

P e o p le  o f  th e  B o o k . A c c o rd in g  to  M u q a ti l  ib n  S u la y m a n , th e  c la u se  

re fe rs  to  th e  J e w s .2 O th e r  c o m m e n ta to rs  a d d  th a t  th e  m u ta sh a b ih a t  on  

w h ic h  th e  J e w s  re lie d  w e re  th e  m y s te r io u s  Q u r ’a n ic  le tte rs . T h e y  u se d  

th e  n u m e ro lo g y  o f  th e se  le tte rs  to  c a lc u la te  th e  n u m b e r  o f  y ea rs  re m a in 

ing  till th e  e n d  o f  th e  w o r ld .3 H o w e v e r , th e  s a m e  c la u se  w as  a lso  lin k e d  

to  th e  C h r is tia n s , a n d  m o re  sp e c if ic a lly , to  th e  d e le g a tio n  o f  th e  C h r is 

tian s  o f  N a jra n  w h o  c a m e  to  M e d in a  to  d isc u ss  m a tte rs  o f  d o g m a  w ith  th e  

P ro p h e t.  T h e  m u ta sh a b ih a t  th e y  re p o r te d ly  tr ie d  to  u se  to  le a d  M u 

h a m m a d  a s tra y  w ere  c e r ta in  v e rse s  s ta tin g  th a t J e su s  is th e  W o rd  o f  G o d  

an d  a  S p ir it fro m  H im .4

H o w e v e r , n o t o n ly  Je w s  a n d  C h r is t ia n s ,  b u t a lso  h e re t ic a l  g ro u p s  

w ith in  th e  Is la m ic  c o m m u n ity  i ts e lf  w ere  lin k e d  to  th is  v e rse , th u s  tu rn 

ing  th e  h e re tic s  in to  c o u n te rp a r ts  o f  Je w s  a n d  C h ris tia n s . T o  b e g in  w ith , 

a l-H a sa n  a l-B a sr i (d . A H  110) say s  th a t th e  v e rse  re fe rs  to  th e  K h a w a rij .5 

A  d e ta ile d  in te rp re ta tio n  l in k in g  o u r  v e rse  to  th e  K h a w a rij, as w ell as  to  

th e  J e w s  a n d  C h ris tia n s , a p p e a rs  in  a  B a s ra n  tra d itio n  o f  Q a ta d a  ib n  D ica- 

m a  re c o rd e d  in  th e  T a fs ir  o f  cA b d  a l-R a z z a q . C o m m e n tin g  on  th e  id e n 

ti ty  o f  th e  p e o p le  m e a n t b y  th is  v e rse , Q a ta d a  say s: “ I f  th ey  a re  n o t th e  

H a ru r iy y a  (=  e a r ly  K h a w a rij)  o r  th e  S a b a 3iy y a  (=  e a r ly  S h IcIs), I d o  n o t 

k n o w  w h o  th e y  a re ” . A t th is  p o in t, Q a ta d a  d e sc r ib e s  th e  a tti tu d e  o f  M u 

h a m m a d ’s C o m p a n io n s  to w a rd s  th e se  h e re tic s , s a y in g  th a t n o t e v e n  o n e  

C o m p a n io n  jo in e d  th e  K h a w a rij , a lth o u g h  m a n y  C o m p a n io n s  w e re  s till 

a liv e  w h e n  th e  K h a w a rij f irs t e m e rg e d . T h e  C o m p a n io n s  d id  n o t su p p o rt 

th e m , b u t ra th e r  tra n s m itte d  s ta te m e n ts  o f  th e  P ro p h e t d e p lo r in g  th e m , 

a n d  h a te d  th e m  in  th e ir  h e a r ts  a n d  re b u k e d  th e m  w h e n  th e y  m et. Q a ta d a  

g o e s  o n  to  say  th a t th e  K h a w a rij a c te d  a g a in s t th e  w ill o f  G o d , an d  th e y  

th e re fo re  b e c a m e  d iv id e d  a m o n g  th e m se lv e s  a n d  fa ile d  to  a c h ie v e  th e ir

2 M u q a t i l ,  I, 2 6 4 .

3 F a r r a \  I, 1 90 ; H u w w a r i ,  1, 7 8 - 8 1 ,  2 6 7 - 6 8 ;  T a b a r i ,  T a fs i r , I I I ,  118.

4 C f. Q u r ’a n  4 :1 7 1 .  S e e  T a b a r i ,  T a fs i r , I I I , 118.

5 T h a ' l a b i ,  T a fs ir  (M S  T e l  A v iv ) ,  5 1 ;  B a g h a w i ,  M a ca l im  a l - ta n z i l ,  I, 4 2 7 ;  Ib n  a l-  

J a w z i ,  Z a d  a l - m a s ir .  I, 3 5 3 .
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g o a ls . Q a ta d a  f in a lly  say s : “ B y  G o d , J u d a ism  is a n  in n o v a tio n  (b id ca ), 

C h ris tia n ity  is a n  in n o v a tio n , H a ru riy y a  is an  in n o v a tio n , S a b a 3iy y a  is an  

in n o v a tio n . N o t o n e  b o o k  h a s  b e e n  re v e a le d  in  su p p o r t o f  th e se  tre n d s , 

an d  n o  p ro p h e t se t th e m  as a  s u n n a .”6

Q a ta d a ’s s ta te m e n t d ra w s  a tte n tio n  to  th e  r if t  b e tw e e n  th e  K h aw arij 

a n d  th e  C o m p a n io n s , a n d  e q u a te s  th e  K h a w a rij— as w e ll a s  th e  S a b a 3iy- 

y a 7—  w ith  Je w s  a n d  C h ris tia n s , w h ic h  m e a n s  th a t th e ir  d is se n s io n  is c o n 

s id e re d  to  b e  o f  a  s im ila r  n a tu re . T h e  a s s o c ia t io n  o f  th e se  g ro u p s  w ith  

Q u r3an  3 :7 , th a t is , w ith  th o s e  w h o  sp re a d  f i tn a  a n d  in d u lg e  in  ta 3w il, 

m e a n s  th a t a ll o f  th e m  a re  r e g a rd e d  a s  b e in g  in v o lv e d  in  d isp u ta tio n s  

re v o lv in g  a ro u n d  th e  m e a n in g  a n d  th e  s ta tu s  o f  sa c re d  s c r ip tu re s . T h a t 

th is  w a s  th e  m a in  g ru d g e  h e ld  a g a in s t  th e  p e o p le  l in k e d  to  th e  v e rse  

d is c u s s e d  h e re  is c o rro b o ra te d  in  th e  fo llo w in g  tra d itio n  o f  th e  P ro p h e t. 

H e  is sa id  to  h a v e  re c ite d  th e  v e rs e  to  h is  w ife  cA Dish a , say in g : “ I f  you 

see  th o s e  w h o  a rg u e  ( y u ja d ilu n a ) a b o u t th e  B o o k , th e y  a re  th o s e  o f  

w h o m  G o d  sp o k e ; b e w a re  o f  th e m ” .8

T h e  K h a w a rij in  p a r tic u la r  w e re  id e n tif ie d  w ith  th e  p e o p le  a c c u se d  by 

th e  Q u r3an  o f  u s in g  th e  Q u r3a n ic  m u ta sh a b ih a t  fo r  th e  w ro n g  p u rp o se s . 

T h is  is in d ic a te d  in  a  tra d itio n  a b o u t Ib n  c A b b a s , w h o  is a sk ed  to  d esc rib e  

w h a t h a p p e n s  to  th e  K h a w a r ij  w h e n  th e y  re a d  th e  Q u r ’an . H e  say s : 

“T h e y  b e lie v e  in  its m u h k a m  b u t p e r ish  w ith  its m u ta sh a b ih .”9 T h e  sam e 

is im p lie d  in  so m e  v e rs io n s  o f  th e  s to ry  o f  S a b ig h  ib n  °Isl, w h o  is sa id  to  

h a v e  a sk e d  a b o u t th e  m u ta sh a b ih  o f  th e  Q u r 3an , an d  w as  th e re fo re  p u n 

6 cA b d  a l - R a z z a q ,  T a fs ir ,  I, 1 1 5 - 1 6 .  S e e  a ls o  T a b a r i ,  T a fs ir ,  I I I ,  1 1 9 . F o r  a n  a b r id g e d  

v e r s io n  o f  Q a t a d a ’s te x t  s e e  Ib n  B a t ta ,  I b a n a :  I m a n ,  I I , n o s .  7 8 4 - 8 5 ;  B a g h a w i ,  M a ca lim  

a l- ta n z i l ,  I, 4 2 7 - 2 8 ;  Ib n  cA t iy y a ,  I I I ,  2 0 ;  Q u r tu b i ,  A h k a m ,  IV , 1 3 . F o r  a n  in d i r e c t  

a l lu s io n  to  Q a ta d a :  J a s s a s ,  A h k a m ,  11, 2 8 5 .  C f .  th e  S h i c i ta fs ir :  T u s i ,  T a b y a n ,  I I ,  3 9 9 ; 

T a b r is i ,  M a j m a c, I I I ,  16.

7 O n  th e  r e l a t i o n s h ip  b e tw e e n  th e  S a b a Diy y a ,  th e  J e w s  a n d  th e  C h r i s t i a n s  s e e  Ib n  

cA b d  a l - B a r r ,  J a m i ‘ b a y a n  a l - cilm ,  I I ,  1 5 3 ; W a tt ,  F o r m a t iv e  P e r io d ,  5 9 ; L e w i s ,  T h e  

J e w s  o f  I s la m ,  1 0 3 . C f . a l s o  S a y f  ib n  cU m a r ,  5 5 - 5 6  (n o .  5 7 ) .

8 cA b d  a l - R a z z a q ,  T a fs ir ,  I, 1 1 6 ; A h m a d ,  M u s n a d ,  V I ,  4 8 ;  T a b a r i ,  T a fs ir ,  I I I ,  1 20 ; 

A ju r r i ,  S h a r i 'a ,  n o s .  1 4 2 - 4 3 ;  Ib n  M a ja ,  I, n o . 4 7  ( M u q a d d im a , 7 ) ;  I b n  K a th ir ,  T a fs ir ,  I, 

3 4 5 - 4 6 ;  S u y u t i ,  D u r r ,  II , 5 .

9 Ib n  A b i S h a y b a ,  X V , n o . 1 9 7 4 8 ; A ju r r i ,  S h a r i ca ,  n o .  4 3 ;  T a b a r i ,  T a fs ir ,  I I I ,  121 

( p r in te d  f a r a r  in s te a d  o f  q u r ’ari).
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ish ed  by cU m ar. T h is  c a lip h  re p o rte d ly  su sp e c te d  th a t S a b ig h  h a d  a  sh a v 

en  h ead , th a t is to  say , h e  w as a  K h a r ij i .10

K h a r iji  S c r ip tu ra lism

T h e  a s so c ia tio n  o f  th e  K h a w a rij w ith  p e o p le  sp re a d in g  f i tn a  an d  d e c e itfu l 

ta 3w il, as  re v e a le d  in  th e  e x e g e s is  o f  Q u rDan  3 :7 , p o in ts  to  th e  c e n tra li ty  

o f  th e  Q u r3an  in  th e ir  d is se n s io n . T h is  re q u ire s  a  c lo se r  e x a m in a tio n , b e 

c a u se  it is th e  b a s is  o f  th e  p a ra lle l ism  b e tw e e n  K h a riji a n d  Is ra e lite  d is 

sen sio n .

T h e  ro le  o f  th e  Q u r3an  in th e  K h a riji d is se n s io n  is re v e a le d  in w h a t is 

te rm e d  by so m e  m o d e m  sc h o la rs  th e ir  “ s c r ip tu ra lism ” .11 T h is  m e a n s  th a t 

th e ir  m a in  o b je c t w as  to  tu rn  th e  s c r ip tu re — th a t is, th e  Q u r3an — in to  th e  

so le  so u rc e  o f  g u id a n c e  (to  th e  e x c lu s io n  o f  th e  p re c e d e n t o f  th e  C o m 

p a n io n s) . T h e ir  s c r ip tu ra lis t ic  g o a l is re f le c te d  in  th e  s lo g a n : la  h u k m a  

il ia  li- lla h , “ d e c is io n  is G o d ’s a lo n e ” , w h ic h  is d e r iv e d  fro m  th e  Q u r3an  

its e lf .12 In  th is  s lo g a n , “ G o d ’s d e c is io n ” (h u km  A lla h )  is e q u iv a le n t to  th e

10 E .g .  A ju r r i ,  S h a r p  a ,  n o .  1 4 4 . S e e  a ls o  D a r im i ,  I, n o s .  1 4 4 , 1 4 8  (M u q a d d im a , 19 ); 

F a th  a l - b a r i ,  V I I I ,  15 9 ; Ib n  cA s a k i r  (M u k h ta s a r ), X I , 4 5 - 4 6 .  C f . H a r r i s  B i r k e la n d ,  O ld  

M u s l im  O p p o s i t i o n  A g a i n s t  I n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  th e  K o r a n  ( O s lo ,  1 9 5 5 )  1 3 - 1 4 ;  F r e d  

L e e m h u is ,  “ O r ig in s  a n d  E a r ly  D e v e lo p m e n t  o f  th e  T a fs ir  T r a d i t io n ” , in  A n d r e w  R ip p in ,  

e d . ,  A p p r o a c h e s  to  th e  H i s t o r y  o f  th e  I n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  th e  Q u r 'a n  ( O x f o r d ,  1 9 8 8 ) ,  

1 6 -1 8 .

11 S e e  e .g .  M a r t in  H in d s ,  “ K u fa n  P o l i t i c a l  A l ig n m e n ts  a n d  th e i r  B a c k g r o u n d  in  th e  

M id - S e v e n th  C e n tu r y  A .D .” , I n t e r n a t i o n a l  J o u r n a l  o f  M id d le  E a s t  S tu d i e s  2  ( 1 9 7 1 ) ,  

3 6 4 - 6 5  [ r e p r . in  i d e m , S tu d ie s  in  E a r ly  I s la m ic  H i s t o r y , e d .  J e r e  B a c h a r a c h ,  L a w r e n c e  I. 

C o n r a d  a n d  P a t r i c i a  C r o n e ,  P r in c e to n ,  1 9 9 6 ) , 1]; id e m ,  “ T h e  S i f f in  A r b i t r a t i o n  A g r e e 

m e n t” , J o u r n a l  o f  S e m i t i c  S tu d i e s  17 ( 1 9 7 2 ) ,  9 7 - 9 8 ,  1 0 1 - 1 0 2  ( r e p r .  in  id e m , S tu d ie s ,  3 ); 

G .R . H a w tin g ,  “ T h e  S ig n i f i c a n c e  o f  th e  S lo g a n  1a h u k m a  i l ia  l i l la h  a n d  th e  R e f e r e n c e s  

to  th e  H u d u d  in  th e  T r a d i t io n s  a b o u t  th e  F i tn a  a n d  th e  M u r d e r  o f  cU th m a n ” , B u l le t in  o f  

th e  S c h o o l  o f  O r ie n ta l  a n d  A fr i c a n  S tu d ie s  41  ( 1 9 7 8 ) ,  4 6 0 - 6 3 ;  R ip p in ,  M u s l im s :  T h e ir  

R e l ig io u s  B e l i e f s ,  6 1 ;  M ic h a e l  C o o k ,  “ cA n a n  a n d  I s la m : th e  O r ig in s  o f  K a r a i t e  S c r i p t 

u r a l i s m ” , J e r u s a le m  S tu d ie s  in  A r a b ic  a n d  I s la m  9  ( 1 9 8 7 ) ,  1 6 9 - 7 2 ;  V a n  E s s ,  T h e o lo g ie  

u n d  G e s e l l s c h a f t ,  I, 3 8 .

12 W a tt ,  F o r m a t iv e  P e r io d ,  14 . T h e  Q u r ’ a n ic  o r ig in  o f  th e  s lo g a n  is  e x p l i c i t ly  s t a te d  

in  th e  t r a d i t io n s .  S e e  cA b d  a l - R a z z a q ,  M u s a n n a f  X , n o .  1 8 6 7 8 ; M u s ta d r a k ,  I I , 1 5 0 - 5 2 ;  

B a y h a q i ,  S u n a n ,  V I I I ,  17 9 ; T a b a r a n i ,  K a b ir ,  X , n o . 1 0 5 9 8 ; Ib n  cA b d  a l - B a r r ,  J a m i 1 b a -  

y a n  a l - cilm , II, 1 0 3 - 1 0 4 ;  M a j m a c a l - z a w a 'id ,  V I , 2 4 3 .
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“ Q u r a n ’s d e c is io n ” (h u k m  a l-Q u r 'a n ) ,  a n d  in  th e  re p o r te d  sp e e c h e s  o f  

so m e  K h a riji le a d e rs  th e se  tw o  e x p re ss io n s  a re  in d e ed  in te rc h a n g e a b le .13 

T h e ir  in itia l d e p e n d e n c e  on  th e  Q u r 'a n  is a lso  in d ic a te d  b y  th e  fa c t th a t 

th e  e a r l ie s t  g ro u p  o f  K h a w a rij  a re  o f te n  c a lle d  q u r r a \  a  te rm  w h ic h , in 

sp ite  o f  v a r io u s  su g g e s tio n s  m a d e  by  so m e  m o d e rn  s c h o la rs ,14 se e m s  to  

d e n o te  “ Q u r 'a n  re a d e rs” an d  n o th in g  e lse .

In  th e  t r a d i t io n s  a t ta c k in g  th e  K h a w a r ij ,  th e i r  a t ta c h m e n t  to  th e  

Q u r 'a n  is d e n o u n c e d  as  fa lse  an d  as re p re se n tin g  a  d is to r tio n  o f  th e  tru e  

m e a n in g  o f  sc r ip tu re . O n e  o f  th e se  a c c o u n ts  is a n  a p o c a ly p tic  tra d itio n  

b e a r in g  th e  B a s ra n  i s n a d  o f  Q a ta d a  A n as  ib n  M a lik  <- P ro p h e t an d  

c o n s is tin g  o f  tw o  p a rts , e a c h  a lso  w id e ly  c u rre n t in d iv id u a lly . In  th e  f irs t 

p a r t th e  P ro p h e t d e c la re s : “ T h e re  w ill be  in  m y  c o m m u n ity  d is c o rd  (kh i- 

l a f  v a r. ik h t i la f)  a n d  d iv is io n  ( fu r q a ) .” T h is  is im m e d ia te ly  fo llo w e d  by 

th e  w e ll-k n o w n  s ta n d a rd  d e sc r ip tio n  o f  th e  K h aw arij:

P e o p le  w h o  s p e a k  e lo q u e n t ly ,  b u t  a c t  b a d ly ;  th e y  r e c i te  th e  Q u r 'a n ,  b u t  it  d o e s  

n o t  e x te n d  p a s t  th e i r  th r o a t s  ( i .e .  i t  d o e s  n o t  r e a c h  th e i r  h e a r t s ) . . . .  T h e y  p a s s  

( y a m r u q u n a ) th r o u g h  th e  r e l ig io n  l ik e  a n  a r r o w  p a s s in g  th r o u g h  th e  s h o t  a n im a l 

( i .e .  th e y  h a v e  le f t  th e  r e l ig io n  b e h i n d ) . . . .  T h e y  in v o k e  th e  B o o k  o f  G o d ,  b u t  

th e y  a r e  n o t  r e la te d  to  it in  a n y  w a y . W h o e v e r  f ig h ts  th e m  w ill  b e  c lo s e r  to  G o d  

th a n  th e y  a r e . . . .

F in a lly , th e  P ro p h e t p ro v id e s  th e ir  ty p ica l s ign : th e ir  h e a d s  a re  s h a v e d .15

13 C o m p a r e  e .g .  th e  tw o  m o n o lo g u e s  o f  ‘ A b d a l la h  ib n  W a h b  a l - R a s ib i ,  in  T a b a r i ,  

T a r ik h , V , 7 4 - 7 5  ( I ,  3 3 6 3 - 6 5 ) .

14 F o r  a t t e m p t s  a t  e x p l a i n in g  th e  t e r m  q u r r a '  in  a  d i f f e r e n t  s e n s e  f r o m  “ Q u r 'a n  

r e a d e r s ” , s e e  S h a b a n ,  I s la m ic  H is to r y ,  I, 2 3 ,  5 0 -5 1 ;  G a u t ie r  H .A . J u y n b o l l ,  “ T h e  Q u r r a '  

in  E a r ly  I s la m ic  H is to r y ” , J o u r n a l  o f  th e  E c o n o m ic  a n d  S o c ia l  H is to r y  o f  th e  O r ie n t  16 

( 1 9 7 3 ) ,  1 1 3 - 2 9 ;  id e m ,  “ T h e  P o s i t i o n  o f  Q u r 'a n  R e c i t a t io n  in  E a r ly  I s l a m ” , J o u r n a l  o f  

S e m i t i c  S tu d i e s  19 (1 9 7 4 ) ,  2 4 0 - 5 1 ;  N o r m a n  C a ld e r ,  “ T h e  Q u r r a '  a n d  th e  A r a b ic  L e x i 

c o g r a p h ic a l  T r a d i t io n ” , J o u r n a l  o f  S e m i t ic  S tu d ie s  3 6  (1 9 9 1 ) ,  2 9 7 - 3 0 7 .

15 A h m a d ,  M u s n a d ,  I I I ,  2 2 4 .  S e e  a l s o  ib id . ,  1 9 7 ; cA b d a l la h  ib n  A h m a d ,  S u n n a ,  n o . 

1 4 7 5 ; A ju r r i ,  S h a r i ca ,  n o .  3 8 ; J a s s a s ,  A h k a m  a l - Q u r 'a n ,  V , 2 8 0 - 8 1 ;  M u s ta d r a k ,  II , 1 4 7 , 

1 48 ; B a y h a q i ,  S u n a n ,  V I I I ,  1 7 1 .
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K h a w a r ij a n d  S u n n a

K h a r ij i  s c r ip tu ra l is m  m e a n s  a b o v e  a ll r e je c t io n  o f  th e  su n n a , w h ic h  

u n lik e  th e  d iv in e  Q u rDan , is a  h u m a n  so u rc e  o f  la w . S u n n a  li te ra lly  m e an s  

w ay  o r  m a n n e r  o f  c o n d u c t, a n d  s ta n d s  fo r  th e  p ra c tic a l p re c e d e n t o f  M u 

h a m m a d ’s C o m p a n io n s ,  w h o se  c o n d u c t  is  c o n s id e re d  a  m o d e l a n d  a 

so u rc e  o f  la w , a n d  is re g a rd e d  as  th e  m o s t re lia b le  im p le m e n ta tio n  o f  the  

B o o k  o f  G o d .16

T h e  re je c tio n  o f  th e  su n n a  b y  th e  K h a w a rij  is r e v e a le d  in  m a n y  r e 

po rts . T o  b eg in  w ith , s e v e ra l tra d itio n s  say  th a t w h e n  o n e  w ish es  to  re fu te  

th e  Q u r3a n ic  a rg u m e n ts  o f  th e  K h a w a rij, h e  m u s t fa ll b ack  on  th e  su n n a . 

T h is  a d v ic e  is a t tr ib u te d  to  v a r io u s  le a d e rs  o f  th e  I s la m ic  c o m m u n ity . 

O n e  o f  th e m  is cA li, w h o se  s tru g g le  a g a in s t th e  K h a w a rij m a d e  h im  an  

a u th o rity  o n  h e re tic s  in  S u n n i a s  w e ll a s  in  S h ici t r a d i t io n s .17 In  th e  fo l 

lo w in g  tra d itio n , cA li se n d s  Ibn  cA b b a s  to  re a so n  w ith  th e  K h a w a rij, a n d  

te lls  h im : “ I f  th e y  d is p u te  w ith  y o u  b y  m e a n s  o f  th e  Q u r3an , re b u t th e m  

b y  m e a n s  o f  th e  s u n n a ." x% T h is  in d ic a te s  a  c o n tra s t  b e tw e e n  K h a r ij i  

th o u g h t an d  th e  su n n a ,  an d  m e a n s  th a t th e  K h a riji re lia n c e  o n  th e  Q u r3an  

sh o u ld  b e  re fu te d  u s in g  th e  p re c e d e n t se t by  th e  C o m p a n io n s .

T h e  fo llo w in g  s ta te m e n t is a lso  a ttr ib u te d  to  cA li: “ T h e re  w ill c o m e  

p e o p le  w h o  w ill d is p u te  w ith  y o u . T a k e  th e m  (i.e . re b u t th e m ) by  m e a n s  

o f  th e  su n n a ,  b e c a u se  th e  m a s te rs  o f  th e  su n a n  a re  m o re  k n o w le d g e a b le  

a b o u t th e  B o o k  o f  G o d ” . 19 A  s im ila r  s ta te m e n t is a t tr ib u te d  to  cU m a r  in  

w h ic h  a n  a l lu s io n  is m a d e  to  Q u r ’an  3 :7 : “ T h e re  w ill c o m e  p e o p le  w h o  

w ill d is p u te  y o u  b y  m e a n s  o f  th e  sh u b u h a t  (v a r . sh ib h , m u ta sh a b ih )  o f  

th e  Q u r3an ; re b u t th e m  b y  m e a n s  o f  th e  su n a n .  T h e  m a s te rs  o f  th e  su n a n

16 T h e  h is to r y  o f  th e  n o t io n  o f  s u n n a  is  s t i l l  s o m e w h a t  e n ig m a t i c .  F o r  a  d i s c u s s io n  

a n d  a n  a t t e m p t  to  d e m o n s t r a t e  th e  a u th o r i t y  o f  th e  c a l i p h s  a s  th e  e a r l i e s t  r e p r e s e n ta t iv e s  

o f  th e  s u n n a ,  s e e  P a t r ic i a  C r o n e  a n d  M a r t in  H in d s ,  G o d 's  C a l ip h :  R e l ig io u s  A u th o r i ty  in  

th e  F ir s t  C e n tu r i e s  o f  I s la m  ( C a m b r id g e ,  1 9 8 6 ) , 5 8 - 9 6 .  B u t  s e e  a l s o  W a e l  B . H a l la q ,  A  

H is to r y  o f  I s la m ic  L e g a l  T h e o r i e s :  a n  I n t r o d u c t io n  to  S u n n i  U s u i  a l - F iq h  ( C a m b r id g e ,  

1 9 9 7 ) , 1 0 - 1 5 .

17 C f . J o e l  L . K r a e m e r ,  “ A p o s ta te s ,  R e b e ls  a n d  B r ig a n d s ” , I s r a e l  O r ie n ta l  S tu d ie s  10 

( 1 9 8 0 ) ,  5 0 .

18 K a n z ,  X I ,  n o . 3 1 6 1 4  ( f r o m  Ib n  A b i Z a m a n in ) .

19 L a l i k a ’ i, I, n o . 2 0 3 .



Is ra e lite  F o rm s  o f  S c h ism : th e  K h a w a r ij a n d  th e  Q u r 3an 153

a re  m o re  k n o w le d g e a b le  a b o u t th e  B o o k  o f  G o d ” .20 B y  “ th e  m a s te rs  o f  

th e  s u n a n ” , th e  C o m p a n io n s  o f  th e  P ro p h e t a re  m e a n t, o r  m o re  s p e c if i 

c a l ly , th e  f irs t  c a lip h s  w h o se  la w  w as  re g a rd e d  as  a  p r im a ry  so u rc e  fo r  

th e  su n n a  a n d  as  th e  m o s t a u th o r i ta t iv e  im p le m e n ta t io n  o f  th e  Q u r3an. 

T h is  is c o n f irm e d  by  d e sc r ip tio n s  o f  a n o th e r  c o n fro n ta tio n  w ith  th e  K h a 

w a rij, w h ic h  th is  tim e  ta k e s  p la c e  b e tw e e n  th e m  a n d  th e  M e c c a n  a n t i 

c a l ip h  cA b d a lla h  ib n  a l-Z u b a y r , w h o  re la te s  th a t so m e  p e o p le  fro m  Iraq  

re a so n e d  w ith  h im  u s in g  th e  Q u r 3a n  a n d  th a t h e  c o u ld  n o t a n sw e r  th e m  

b ack . H e  c o n su lte d  h is  fa th e r , w h o  to ld  h im  th a t th e  Q u r3a n  w as  re a d  by  

a ll p a r tie s , e a c h  in te rp re tin g  it (t a 3a w w a lu h u ) a c c o rd in g  to  its o w n  d e v i 

a tio n s  (a h w a 3ih im ). I f  th e y  re tu rn  to  h im , h e  sh o u ld  d isp u te  w ith  th e m  by  

m e a n s  o f  th e  su n a n  o f  A b u  B a k r  a n d  cU m ar, b e c a u se  n o  o n e  d e n ie d  th a t 

th e se  tw o  w ere  g re a t e x p e r ts  o n  th e  Q u r3an. In  o th e r  w o rd s , th e  su n n a  o f  

th e se  tw o  C o m p a n io n s ,  w h o  w e re  a ls o  c a l ip h s ,  r e p re s e n ts  th e  m o s t 

re lia b le  in te rp re ta tio n  o f  th e  B o o k  o f  G o d . Ib n  a l-Z u b a y r  re c o u n ts  th a t he  

fo llo w e d  th e  a d v ic e  h is  fa th e r  g a v e  h im , th u s  s ile n c in g  th e  I ra q is .21 T h e  

id e n tity  o f  Ib n  a l -Z u b a y r ’s I ra q i a d v e rs a r ie s  is  r e v e a le d  in  a  p a ra l le l  

v e rs io n  o f  th e  sa m e  re p o r t in  w h ic h  th e y  a re  d e s ig n a te d  as  p e o p le  w ho  

w e re  d is p a ra g in g  cU th m a n  a n d  h e ld  K h a r iji  v ie w s . In  th is  p a r t ic u la r  

v e rs io n , a l-Z u b a y r  a d v ise s  h is  so n  to  a d d u c e  b o th  th e  s u n n a  a n d  th e  s ira  

o f  A b u  B a k r  a n d  cU m a r, w h ic h  m e a n s  th a t s ira  d e n o te s  m u c h  th e  sam e  

th in g  as  su n n a .22 In  o n e  m o re  tra d itio n , a l-Z u b a y r  (p r in te d : Ib n  a l-Z u -  

b a y r)  te a c h e s  h is  so n  h o w  to  a rg u e  w ith  M a lik  a l-A sh ta r , w h o  is a  m e m 

b e r  o f  th e  q u r r a 3.23. H e  te lls  h im : “ D o  n o t a rg u e  w ith  h im  by  m e a n s  o f  th e  

Q u r3an ; a rg u e  w ith  h im  by  m e a n s  o f  th e  s u n n a ”.24 T h is  m e a n s  th a t Ibn

20 D a r im i ,  I, n o . 1 1 9  (M u q a d d i m a , 1 7 ). S e e  a ls o  A ju r r i ,  S h a r i ca ,  n o .  1 4 5 ; Ib n  B a t ta ,  

Ib a n a :  I m a n ,  I, n o s .  8 3 , 8 4 , 2 2 9 ; I I , n o . 7 9 0 ; L a l ik a ’ i, I, n o . 2 0 2 ; S u y u t i ,  D u r r ,  II , 8.

21 Ib n  B a tta ,  I b a n a :  I m a n ,  I I , n o . 8 1 1 .

22 M u s ca b  a l - Z u b a y r i ,  N a s a b  Q u r a y s h ,  1 0 3 . Q u o te d  in  H a w t in g ,  “ T h e  S ig n i f i c a n c e  

o f  th e  S lo g a n  la  h u k m a  i l ia  l i l l a h ” , 4 6 1 ,  a n d  r e p e a t e d  in  C o o k ,  “ cA n a n  a n d  I s l a m ” , 

1 7 0 - 7 1 .  T h e  te r m  s ir a  is  u s e d  in  a n  a b r id g e d  v e r s io n  o f  th e  s a m e  r e p o r t  a s  r e c o r d e d  in  

B a la d h u r i ,  A s h r a f ,  V I , 1 1 0 - 1 1 .

23 H e  w a s  a m o n g  th e  m u s a y y a r u n ,  i .e .  th e  q u r r a ’ e x p e l l e d  f r o m  K u f a  b y  cU th m a n . 

S e e  B a la d h u r i ,  A s h r a f ,  V I ,  1 5 2 , 1 5 5 - 5 9 .

24 Ib n  B a t ta ,  I b a n a :  I m a n ,  I, n o . 3 1 2 .
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a l-Z u b a y r  sh o u ld  re fra in  fro m  d e a lin g  w ith  th e  Q u r3an  d ire c tly  an d  in d e 

p e n d e n tly , b u t ra th e r  re p re se n t it u s in g  h is  p re d e c e s s o rs ’ su n n a .

T h e  u rg e  to  re p la c e  th e  in d e p e n d e n t K h a riji in te rp re ta tio n  o f  th e  Q u r- 

3 an  b y  th e  tra d itio n  o f  the  fo u n d e rs  o f  Is la m  is a lso  re f le c te d  in a  tra d itio n  

o f  th e  C o m p a n io n  H u d h a y fa  ib n  a l-Y a m a n  (M e d in a n /K u fa n , d . a h  36), 

in  w h ic h  h e  a sk s  th e  q u r r a 3 to  a d h e re  to  th e  te x tu a l tra d itio n  o f  “ th o se  

w h o  w e re  b e fo re  y o u ” , w h o  in  th is  c a se  a re  C o m p a n io n s  fro m  th e  f irs t 

Is lam ic  g e n e ra tio n .25

K h a w a r ij  a n d  T a°w il

T h e  K h a r iji  s c r ip tu ra l is t ic  re je c tio n  o f  th e  s u n n a  in d ic a te s  th a t w h e n  

im p le m e n tin g  th e  Q u r3an , th e y  re lie d  o n  th e ir  o w n  in te rp re ta tio n  o f  th e  

s c r ip tu re . In d e e d , th e  a v a i la b le  t ra d i t io n s  a tta c k  th e  K h a w a rij fo r  th e ir  

a rb itra ry  ta °w il.

T o  b e g in  w ith , so m e  v e rs io n s  o f  th e  s ta n d a rd  d e sc r ip tio n  o f  th e  K h a 

w arij a c c u se  th e m  o f  m is in te rp re tin g  th e  w o rd  o f  G o d . S u c h  a  v e rs io n  o f  

th e  P ro p h e t’s s ta te m e n t is sa id  to  h a v e  b een  q u o te d  b y  °A li on  h is  w ay  to  

f ig h t th e  K h a w a rij  in  N a h ra w a n . T h e  re le v a n t c la u se  re a d s : “T h e y  (i.e . 

th e  K h a w a rij)  th in k  th a t th e  Q u r3an  is w ith  th e m , b u t it is a g a in s t th e m ” 

(y a h s ib u n  a n n a h u  la h u m  w a -h u w a  ca la y h im ).26 T h is  m e a n s  th a t th e  K h a 

w a rij try  in v a in  to  re a d  in to  th e  Q u r3an  in te rp re ta tio n s  s u p p o r tin g  th e ir  

v ie w s.

T h e  K h a r iji  m a n ip u la t io n  o f  th e  Q u r 3a n  w as  c o n d e m n e d  b y  v a r io u s  

sc h o la rs . F o r  e x a m p le , a l-A ju rr i  (d . a h  3 6 0 ) w rite s  th a t th e  K h a w a rij a re  

p e rs o n s  w h o  in te rp re t  ( y a ta ° a w w a lu n a ) th e  Q u r Da n  a c c o rd in g  to  th e ir  

o w n  in c lin a tio n  a n d  e x p la in  it w ro n g ly  to  th e  M u s lim s  27 T h is  g ru d g e

25 M a r w a z i ,  S u n n a ,  n o s .  8 6 , 8 7 ; A h m a d ,  M a s ’a la t  a l - Q u r ’a n ,  5 8 ;  ‘ A b d a l la h  ib n  A h 

m a d ,  S u n n a ,  n o .  1 0 2  ( p r in te d :  f u q a r a 3)\ L a l i k a ’ i, I, n o .  1 1 9 ; I b n  ‘ A b d  a l - B a r r ,  J a m i c 

b a y a n  a l - cilm ,  I I , 9 7 .  O n  th e  r e l a t i o n s h ip  b e tw e e n  th i s  t r a d i t i o n  a n d  th e  f i r s t  M u s l im  

g e n e r a t io n  s e e  F a th  a l - b a r i ,  X I I I ,  2 1 7  (o n  B u k h a r i ,  S a h ih ,  9 6 :2 ) .  C f .  a l s o  Ib n  B a t ta ,  I b a 

n a :  I m a n ,  I, n o s .  1 9 6 , 1 97 .

26 cA b d  a l - R a z z a q ,  M u s a n n a f ,  X , n o .  1 8 6 5 0 ; M u s l im ,  I I I ,  11 5 (1 2 ,  B a b  d h ik r  a l - k h a -  

w a r ij ) \  ‘ A b d a l la h  ib n  A h m a d ,  S u n n a ,  n o . 1 4 2 0 ; Ib n  A b i  ‘ A s im , S u n n a ,  n o s .  9 1 6 ,  9 1 7 ;  

N a s a 3i, K h a s a ’ is  cA l i ,  n o . 1 86 .

27 A ju r r i ,  S h a r i ca ,  p . 2 3 .
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a g a in s t th e  K h a w a rij  a lso  a t ta in e d  th e  fo rm  o f  a h a d ith  o f  th e  P ro p h e t 

re p o rte d  o n  th e  a u th o rity  o f  H u d h a y fa  ibn  a l-Y am an :

T h e r e  w il l  b e  in  m y  c o m m u n i ty  ( u m m a l i ) p e o p le  r e a d in g  th e  Q u r ’a n ,  s c a t te r in g  

it  a r o u n d  l ik e  d a t e s  (d a q a l ), a n d  th e y  w il l  in t e r p r e t  i t  in  th e  w r o n g  w a y  (y a - 

t a ’a w w a lu n a h u  ca la  g h a y r i  t a ’ w i l ih i ) .28

T h is  s ta te m e n t se e m s  to  re fe r  to  th e  K h a w a rij, b e c a u se  th e  sam e  a c c u sa 

tio n  o f  p e rfo rm in g  e r ro n e o u s  ta ’w il  o n  th e  Q u r3an , as  w e ll as  o f  re ly in g  

o n  an  in d e p e n d e n t o p in io n  ( r a ’y ) ,  w as  v o ic e d  a g a in s t th e  q u r r a ’ w h o  h ad  

o p p o se d  cU th m a n  a n d  la te r  b e c a m e  K h a w a rij at S iff in .29

T h e  K h a r iji-d is to r te d  ta ’w il  o f  th e  Q u r°an  is a lso  c o n d e m n e d  in  a  tra 

d it io n  a s s o c ia tin g  th e ir  im p ro p e r  ta ’w il  w ith  m ilk , w h ic h  is a  c o m m o n  

sy m b o l o f  B e d o u in  l i f e 30 a n d  p o in ts  to  th e  n o m a d ic  n a tu re  o f  th e  so c ia l 

m ilie u  o f  th e  f irs t  K h a w a r ij .31 T h e  tra d itio n  is o f  th e  C o m p a n io n  cU q b a  

ib n  °A m ir  a l - J u h a n i ,  o n  w h o se  a u th o r i ty  tr a d i t io n s  c o n d e m n in g  th e  

q u r r a ’ a s  m u n a fiq u n  (“ h y p o c r ite s ” ) w e re  c irc u la te d .32 T h e  p re s e n t tra d i 

tio n  o f  cU q b a  ib n  cA m ir  is q u o te d  fro m  h im  b y  A b u  Q a b il (E g y p tia n , d. 

a h  128), a n d  in  it th e  fo llo w in g  e x c h a n g e  ta k e s  p la c e  b e tw e e n  th e  P ro 

p h e t a n d  h is  C o m p a n io n s . T h e  P ro p h e t: “ M y  c o m m u n ity  w ill b e  d e s 

tro y e d  b y  th e  B o o k  a n d  by  m ilk .” T h e  au d ie n c e : “ W h a t a re  th e  B o o k  a n d  

m ilk ? ” T h e  P ro p h e t: “ [P eo p le ] w h o  w ill b e  w e ll-v e rse d  in  th e  Q u C a n  an d  

w ill in te rp re t it n o t a s  G o d  re v e a le d  it ( y a ta ’a w w a lu n a h u  ca la  g h a y r i m a  

a n za la  lla h u ), a n d  w ill h a v e  a  ta s te  fo r  m ilk , a n d  w ill a b a n d o n  th e  c o m 

m u n itie s  (a l- ja m a ca t ) a n d  th e  F rid a y  p ra y e rs  (a l- ju m a c), a n d  w ill g o  to  

th e  d e s e r t  ( y a b d u n a ) .” 33 O th e r  v e r s io n s  o f  cU q b a  ib n  cA m ir  d o  n o t

28 Ib n  K a th ir ,  T a fs i r , I, 3 4 6  (o n  3 :7 ; f r o m  A b u  Y a cla ) .

29 F a th  a l - b a r i , X I I ,  2 5 0  (o n  B u k h a r i  8 8 :6 )  . . . i l i a  a n n a h u m  k a n u  y a t a ’a w w a lu n a  l-  

Q u r 'd n a  ca la  g h a y r i  I - m u r a d i  m in h u  w a - y a s ta b id d u n a  b i - r a 'y i h i m . . . .

30 C f .  M .J .  K is te r ,  “ L a n d  P r o p e r ty  a n d  J ih a d ” , J o u r n a l  o f  th e  E c o n o m ic  a n d  S o c ia l  

H is to r y  o f  th e  O r ie n t  3 4  ( 1 9 9 1 ) ,  2 8 8 . A n d  c f .  a l r e a d y  G o ld z ih e r ,  “ B e i t r i ig e  z u r  L i t e r a -  

tu r g e s c h ic h te  d e r  S ica ” , 4 4 7 .

31 F o r  th e  n o m a d ic  c u l t u r e  o f  th e  f i r s t  K h a w a r i j  s e e  W a tt ,  F o r m a t iv e  P e r io d , 2 0 . B u t 

c f .  C o o k , D o g m a , 9 6 .

32 E .g . A h m a d ,  M u s n a d ,  IV , 15 5.

33 L o c . c it .  S e e  a ls o  A b u  Y a cla , I I I , n o . 1 7 4 6 ; Ib n  c A b d  a l - B a r r ,  J a m i c b a y a n  a l - cilm , 

II , 19 3.
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m e n tio n  im p ro p e r  ta 3w il, s a y in g  in s te a d  th a t th e se  p e o p le  w ill d is p u te  

(y u ja d ilu n a )  w ith  th e  M u s lim s  a b o u t th e  Q u r ^ n .34

T h e  n a m e  K h a w a rij is n o t e x p lic it ly  m e n tio n e d  in  th e se  v e rs io n s , b u t 

th e y  a re  th e  p e o p le  m e a n t h e re . T h is  is c o n f irm e d  in  a n o th e r  v e rs io n  o f  

cU q b a  ib n  cA m ir  w h ic h  d ra w s  a  c o n n e c tio n  b e tw e e n  fa ls e  lo v e  fo r  th e  

Q u r3an  a n d  m ilk . T h e  P ro p h e t h e re  sa y s : “ T h e re  w ill c o m e  o u t (sa- 

y a k h r u ju )  p e o p le  w h o  w ill d r in k  th e  Q u r3an  as  th e y  d r in k  m ilk ” .35 T h e  

ro o t kh .r .j. p o in ts  to  th e  K h a w a rij , an d  in d e e d , th e  u tte ra n c e  is re c o rd e d  

a m o n g  m a n y  o th e rs  in  w h ic h  th e  P ro p h e t p re d ic ts  th e  e m e rg e n c e  o f  th e  

K h a w a rij.36 In  th is  sp e c if ic  c o n te x t,  th e  te rm  “ K h a w a r ij” w o u ld  s ig n ify  

p e o p le  w h o  le a v e  th e  c u ltiv a te d  la n d  an d  g o  o u t to  th e  d ese rt.

T h e  K h a r iji  ta 3w il  w a s  m a in ly  d e s ig n e d  to  ju s t i fy  th e ir  v io le n c e  to 

w a rd s  o th e r  M u s lim s , w h o m  th e y  c o n s id e re d  P e o p le  o f  H e ll .37 T h u s , Ib n  

cU m a r  re p o r te d ly  s ta te d  th a t  th e  K h a w a rij  w e re  th e  w o rs t  o f  a ll th e  

p e o p le  c re a te d  b y  G o d ; th e y  re lie d  on  v e rs e s  w h ic h  h a d  b e e n  re v e a le d  

c o n c e rn in g  th e  in fid e ls  (k u jfa r ), an d  a p p lie d  th e m  to  th e  b e lie v e rs .38

O n  th e  o th e r  h a n d , th e  fa c t th a t th e  K h a w a rij  w a g e d  w a r  o n  o th e r  

M u s lim s , w h o m  th e y  re g a rd e d  as  ku jfa r  a c c o rd in g  to  th e ir  o w n  (w ro n g )  

Q u r3a n ic  ta 3w il, w a s  ta k e n  to  th e ir  c re d it  b y  so m e  ju r is ts  d is c u s s in g  th e  

le g a l s ta tu s  o f  th e  K h a w a rij. S in c e  th e y  d id  n o t re s is t  o th e r  M u s lim s  o u t 

o f  d is b e l ie f  b u t r a th e r  o n  th e  b a s is  o f  t a 3w il, th e se  to le ra n t ju r i s t s  e x 

e m p te d  th e  K h a w a rij fro m  p u n ish m e n t. T h is  w as  th e  a ttitu d e  o f  a l-Z u h ri, 

w h o , in  re fe r r in g  to  th e  H a ru r iy y a , c la im e d  th a t th e  C o m p a n io n s  o f  th e  

P ro p h e t w h o  h a d  w itn e sse d  th e  F irs t C iv il W a r  h a d  a g re e d  th a t p u n is h 

m e n t s h o u ld  n o t b e  m e te d  o u t to  th o se  w h o  d u r in g  th a t w a r  h a d  k il le d  

[o th e r M u slim s] a c c o rd in g  to  Q u r°a n ic  in te rp re ta tio n  ( ca la  ta 3w il a l-Q u r-  

3a n ).39 T h is  w as  a lso  th e  v ie w  o f  M a lik  ib n  A n a s .40

34 A h m a d ,  M u s n a d , IV , 1 4 6 ; T a b a r a n i ,  K a b i r , X V I I ,  n o s .  8 1 5 - 1 8 ;  M u s ta d r a k ,  II , 

3 7 4 ; Ib n  cA b d  a l- B a r r ,  J a m i c b a y a n  a l - cilm ,  I I , 1 93.

35 T a b a r a n i ,  K a b ir ,  X V I I ,  n o . 8 2 1 .

36 M a j m a c a l - z a w a 'id ,  V I , 2 3 2 .

37 C f. W a tt ,  F o r m a t iv e  P e r io d ,  3 1 .

38 B u k h a r i ,  S a h ih ,  IX , 2 0 - 2 1  (8 8 :6 ) ;  Ib n  cA b d  a l- B a r r ,  T a m h id ,  X X I I I ,  3 3 5 .

39 cA b d  a l - R a z z a q ,  M u s a n n a f ,  X , n o .  1 8 5 8 4 ; B a y h a q i ,  S u n a n ,  V I I I ,  1 7 5 ; S a h n u n ,  

M u d a w w a n a ,  I, 4 1 0 .  C f . Ib n  Q a y y im  a l - J a w z iy y a ,  A h k a m  a h l  a l - d h im m a ,  II , 8 6 3 .

40 Ib n  cA b d  a l- B a r r ,  T a m h id ,  X X I I I ,  3 3 7 ; S a h n u n , M u d a w w a n a ,  I, 4 0 7 - 4 0 8 .
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W h e th e r  to le ra te d  o r  n o t, th e  fac t re m a in s  th a t th e  e a r l ie s t  s ta g e s  o f  

th e  K h a riji m o v e m e n t— as p re se n te d  in  th e  tra d itio n s  b e fo re  u s— rev o lv e  

a ro u n d  Q u r ’a n ic  ta °w il,  a s  a l s o  d o e s  th e  c o u n te r - c a m p a ig n  o f  CAH 

a g a in s t th e m , w h ic h  c u lm in a te d  a t N a h ra w a n . cA li’s s tru g g le  a g a in s t th e  

K h a w a rij is p ra is e d  as  d e s ig n e d  to  p ro te c t th e  a u th e n tic  in te rp re ta tio n  o f  

th e  Q u r3a n  a g a in s t  th o s e  w h o  d is to r t it. T h is  m e ssa g e  is c o n v e y e d  in  a 

w id e ly  c u r re n t p ro p h e c y  o f  M u h a m m a d  to  th e  e f fe c t  th a t cA li w ill f ig h t 

fo r  th e  ta 3w il  o f  th e  Q u r Dan  ju s t  a s  M u h a m m a d  fo u g h t fo r  its ta n z il  ( “ re 

v e la tio n ” ).41 C o n tra ry  to  G o ld z ih e r ’s o b s e rv a tio n  (b a se d  o n  la te r  S h lci 

v e rs io n s ) ,42 th e  h a d ith  d o e s  n o t seem  to  h a v e  o r ig in a lly  b e e n  d e s ig n e d  to  

su p p o rt th e  S h ici in te rp re ta tio n  o f  th e  Q u r ’an , b u t ra th e r  to  p ra is e  CA1I as 

an  a n ti-h e re tic a l w a rr io r . It is s ig n if ic a n t th a t e v e n  S u n n i c r it ic s  o f  h a d ith  

re g a rd e d  th is  tra d itio n  as  a  so u n d  o n e  (s a h ih ).43

R a Dy a n d  Q iy as

T h e  d is a g re e m e n t o v e r  th e  m a n n e r  in w h ic h  th e  B o o k  o f  G o d  s h o u ld  be  

in te rp re te d  a n d  its  la w s  im p le m e n te d  le d  to  th e  d is s e m in a tio n  o f  t r a d i 

t io n s  c o n d e m n in g  in d iv id u a l e x p la n a tio n s  o f  th e  Q u r3an , e sp e c ia lly  w h en  

b ased  o n  r a 3y ,  th a t is, “ in d e p e n d e n t o p in io n ” .44 A s  s e e n  a b o v e , th e  ea rly  

q u r r a 3 w e re  a c c u se d  o f  re ly in g  o n  th e ir  o w n  r a 3y  w h e n  in te rp re tin g  th e  

Q u r3an . T h is  g ru d g e  a g a in s t  th e m  is a lso  in d ic a te d  in tra d i tio n s  o f  th e  

P ro p h e t s ta tin g  th a t h e  w h o  d isc u sse s  th e  Q u rDan  (m a n  q a la /ta k a lla m a  f i  

l-Q u r°a n )  a c c o rd in g  to  h is  o w n  r a 3y  m u s t ta k e  h is  s e a t in  H e ll. T h e  

s ta te m e n ts  a re  a v a i la b le  w ith  i s n a d s  le a d in g  b a c k  to  th e  C o m p a n io n s

41 E .g .  Ib n  A b i S h a y b a ,  X I I ,  n o .  1 2 1 3 1 ; A h m a d ,  M u s n a d ,  I I I ,  3 1 ,  3 3 ,  8 2 ;  N a s a ’i, 

K h a s d ° is  cA l i ,  n o . 1 5 6 ; Ib n  H ib b a n ,  S a h ih ,  X V , n o . 6 9 3 7 ;  M u s ta d r a k ,  I I I ,  1 2 2 - 2 3 ;  A b u  

N u ca y m , H ily a ,  I, 6 7 .  F o r  m o r e  r e f e r e n c e s  s e e  A v r a h a m  H a k im , T h e  S ta t u s  o f  th e  

E x e g e s i s  o f  th e  Q u r a n  in  th e  O ld  M u s l im  T r a d i t io n  (M .A . T h e s is ,  T e l  A v iv  U n iv e r s i ty ,  

1 9 9 5  [in  H e b re w ] ) ,  6 7 - 6 8 .

42 G o ld z ih e r ,  M u s l im  S tu d ie s ,  I I , 1 10.

43 Ib n  H ib b a n ,  S a h ih ,  X V , p .  3 8 5 , e d i t o r ’s n o te  1. S e e  a ls o  e d i t o r ’s  n o te  in  N a s a 3i, 

K h a s a ’ is  cA l i ,  1 6 6  (n . 3 9 1 ) .

44 O n  r a 3y  s e e  Ig n a z  G o ld z ih e r ,  M u s l im  S tu d i e s  ( M u h a m m e d a n is c h e  S tu d i e n ) ,  e d . 

a n d  t r a n s .  b y  S .M . S te r n  a n d  C .R .  B a r b e r  ( L o n d o n ,  1 9 6 7 - 7 1 ) ,  I I ,  7 8 - 8 2 ;  J o s e p h  

S c h a c h t ,  T h e  O r ig in s  o f  M u h a m m a d a n  J u r i s p r u d e n c e  ( r e p r .  O x f o r d ,  1 9 7 9 ) , 9 8 -1 3 2 .
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°A b d a lla h  ib n  c A b b a s  a n d  Ju n d a b  ib n  °A b d a lla h  a l-B a ja l i .45 A lth o u g h  

th e se  s ta te m e n ts  a re  u su a lly  c o n s id e re d  to  re fle c t a  S u n n i re a c tio n  a g a in s t 

th e  S h ica  a n d  th e  M u cta z ila ,46 it se e m s  th a t th e  K h a riji d is s e n s io n  se rv e d  

a s  th e ir  f irs t c a ta ly s t. T h e  p u n is h m e n t o f  H e ll a w a itin g  th o se  d is c u s s in g  

th e  Q u r 3an  a c c o rd in g  to  th e ir  o w n  r a ’y  a l lu d e s  to  th e  K h a w a r ij ,  w h o  

re g a rd e d  th e m s e lv e s  a s  p e o p le  o f  P a ra d is e  a n d  saw  in  th e  re s t o f  th e  

M u s lim s  p e o p le  o f  H e ll. I t is  s ig n if ic a n t th a t in  a l -N a s a Di th e  s ta te m e n ts  

a g a in s t d is c u s s in g  th e  Q u r 3an  a c c o rd in g  to  o n e ’s o w n  r a ’y  a re  re c o rd e d  

a lo n g sid e  tra d itio n s  d e p lo r in g  th e  K h a riji fa lse  lo v e  fo r  th e  Q u r3an  47 

A tta ck s  o n  p e o p le  re ly in g  o n  r a ’y  w e re  a lso  la u n c h e d  by  m e a n s  o f  th e  

a p o c a ly p tic  p a r t  o f  th t  f i r a q  tra d itio n . T h e  re le v a n t v e rs io n  is  th a t  o f  th e  

S y ria n  C o m p a n io n  cA w f  ib n  M a lik . H e re  an  a tta c k  is m a d e  o n  r a ’y  as 

w e ll as  q iy a s  ( “a n a lo g o u s  d e d u c tio n ”48), an d  th e  P ro p h e t say s:

M y  c o m m u n i ty  w il l  b e  d iv id e d  in to  7 0 - o d d  p a r t i e s ,  a n d  th e  o n e  c a u s i n g  th e  

g r e a te s t  d i s s e n s io n  ( f i t n a ) w i l l  c o m p r i s e  th o s e  w h o  a n a lo g i s e  m a t te r s  a c c o r d in g  

to  th e i r  o w n  o p in io n  ( y a q i s u n a  l - u m u r a  b i - r a 'y ih im ) .  T h e y  w ill  p e r m i t  th e  u n 

la w fu l ,  a n d  p r o h ib i t  th e  l a w f u l 49

It m a y  w ell be th a t th e  g ro u p s  w h ic h  th is  v e rs io n  is a im e d  a t a re  ag a in  the  

K h a w a rij. I t m a y  a lso  b e  a d d e d  th a t r a ’y  is p ro b a b ly  o f  J e w ish  o r ig in ,50

45 cA b d a l la h  ib n  c A b b a s :  T a b a r i ,  T a fs ir ,  I, 2 7 ;  T i r m id h i /T u / i /a ,  V I I I ,  2 7 8  (n o .  4 0 2 3 ) ;  

N a s a 3i, K u b r a ,  V , n o .  8 0 8 5  ( 7 5 :5 9 ) .  F o r  m o r e  r e f e r e n c e s  s e e  H a k im , T h e  S ta t u s  o f  th e  

E x e g e s i s  o f  th e  Q u r a n ,  2 5 - 3 1 .  J u n d a b  ib n  cA b d a l la h :  T a b a r i ,  T a fs ir ,  I, 2 7 ;  T i r m i -  

d h i I T u h fa ,  V I I I ,  2 7 9  (n o . 4 0 2 4 ) ;  N a s a ’ i, K u b r a ,  V , n o .  8 0 8 6  (7 5 :5 9 ) .

46 M a r s to n  R . S p e ig h t ,  “ T h e  F u n c t i o n  o f  H a d i th  a s  C o m m e n ta r y  o n  th e  Q u r ’a n ,  a s  

S e e n  in  th e  S ix  A u th o r i t a t iv e  C o l l e c t i o n s ” , in  R ip p in ,  e d . ,  A p p r o a c h e s  to  th e  H is to r y  o f  

th e  I n te r p r e ta t io n  o f  th e  Q u r ^ a n ,  6 5 .  T h e  e a r ly  h is to r y  o f  th e  s ta tu s  o f  Q u r 3a n ic  e x e g e s i s  

is  d i s c u s s e d  in  B i r k e l a n d ,  O l d  M u s l im  O p p o s i t io n .  A  m o r e  r e c e n t  s t u d y  is  L e e m h u i s ,  

“ O r ig in s  a n d  E a r ly  D e v e lo p m e n t  o f  th e  T a fs ir  T r a d i t i o n ” . O n  t a ’w il  s e e  a l s o  W a s s e r -  

s t ro m , B e tw e e n  M u s l im  a n d  J e w ,  1 3 6 - 4 5 .

47 N a s a ’ i, K u b r a ,  V , 3 0 - 3 2 .

48 S e e  S c h a c h t ,  O r ig in s ,  9 9 ;  M . B e r n a n d ,  s .v .  “ K iy a s ” , E l 2 , V , 2 3 8 . O n  r a :y  a n d  q i-  

y a s  s e e  H a l la q , I s la m ic  L e g a l  T h e o r ie s ,  15 , 1 9 - 2 1 ,  3 2 , 1 0 4 - 1 0 7 .

49 Ib n  B a t ta ,  I b a n a :  I m a n ,  II , n o . 8 1 3 ; T a b a r a n i ,  K a b ir ,  X V I I I ,  n o . 9 0 ;  Ib n  ° A b d  a l-  

B a r r ,  J a m i c b a y a n  a l - cilm ,  I I ,  1 3 3 - 3 4 .  C f .  G o ld z ih e r ,  “ L e  d e n o m b r e m e n t  d e s  s e c te s  

m o h a m c ta n e s ” , 13 6.

50 T h e  J e w is h  o r ig in  o f  r a ' y  is  s u g g e s te d  in  P a t r i c i a  C r o n e ,  R o m a n ,  P r o v in c i a l  a n d
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w h ic h  o n c e  m o re  h ig h l ig h ts  th e  m a in  fu n c tio n  o f  th e  f i r a q  tra d itio n , 

n am e ly , to  d im in ish  th e  im p a c t o f  Is ra e lite  m o d e s  o f  d is sen s io n .

K h aw a r ij , I s r a e l i t e s  a n d  th e  F iraq  T r a d i t io n

S in ce  th e  K h a riji d is s e n s io n  w as  fo c u se d  o n  s c r ip tu ra lis t  re je c tio n  o f  th e  

su n n a , o n e  c a n n o t b u t th in k  a b o u t g ro u p s  a m o n g  Je w s  w h o  re je c te d  th e  

O ra l T o ra h . In  Is la m ic  (ea rly  °A b b as id )  tim e s  th e y  w ere  th e  K a ra ite s , an d  

so m e  m o d e rn  s c h o la rs  h a v e  e v e n  su g g e s te d  a  p o s s ib le  p a ra lle l ism  b e 

tw e e n  th e m  a n d  th e  K h a w a rij .51 H o w e v e r , th e  K h a riji sc h ism  a p p a re n tly  

d e v e lo p e d  p r io r  to  th e  K a ra ite  m o v e m e n t.52 W h a te v e r  th e  c a se  m ay  be , 

the  p a ra lle lism  b e tw e e n  th e  re je c tio n  o f  th e  O ra l T o ra h  a m o n g  Je w s  an d  

the  K h a riji re je c tio n  o f  th e  su n n a  m a y  e x p la in  th e  Is ra e lite  c o n n e c tio n  o f  

th e  K h a w a rij, as  re v e a le d  in  th e  e x e g e s is  o f  Q u r ’an  3 :7 , a s  w e ll a s  in th e  

e m p lo y m e n t o f  th e  f i r a q  t ra d itio n  a g a in s t th e m . In  its  a n t i-K h a r iji  c o n 

tex t, th is  tra d itio n  no  d o u b t p o in ts  to  th e  Is ra e lite  p re c e d e n t o f  th e  K h ariji 

re je c tio n  o f  th e  su n n a . W e  h a v e  se e n  th a t th e  h is to r ic a l p a r t o f  th e  f i r a q  

tra d itio n  a p p a re n tly  re f le c ts  th e  Je w ish  id e a  a b o u t th e  T o ra h  b e in g  h a n d 

e d  o v e r  to  th e  7 0  e ld e rs  o f  Is ra e l, w h o se  d e sc e n d a n ts  a re  p re s e n te d  in 

Is lam ic  tra d itio n  as  b e in g  d iv id e d  am o n g  th e m se lv e s  a n d  as f ig h tin g  each  

o th e r. I t th e re fo re  s e e m s  th a t th e  f i r a q  tra d itio n  is b a se d  o n  th e  a s su m p 

tio n  th a t th e  Is ra e lite  se g m e n ta tio n  in to  so m e  7 0  p a rtie s  is th e  o u tc o m e  o f  

c o n flic ts  c o n c e rn in g  th e  T o ra h , a n d  th is  is a d d u c e d  to  d e p lo re  th e  K h ariji 

sch ism . I t is s ig n if ic a n t th a t so m e  v e rs io n s  o f  th e  f i r a q  tra d itio n , as  r e 

v ie w e d  in  th e  p re v io u s  c h a p te r ,  id e n tify  as  th e  s a v e d  p a r ty  a m o n g  th e  

M u slim s  th a t w h ic h  a d h e re s  to  th e  m o d e l o f  M u h a m m a d ’s C o m p a n io n s , 

th a t is, to  th e  su n n a .

O n a  w id e r  sca le , a  n o te w o rth y  p a ra lle lism  b e tw e e n  th e  B ib le  an d  th e  

Q u r ’an  w as  ju s t  d isc u sse d : b o th  s c r ip tu re s  fu n c tio n  as  o r ig in s  o f  d is s e n 

s io n  am o n g  th e ir  re sp e c tiv e  c o m m u n itie s .

I s la m ic  L a w  (C a m b r id g e ,  1 9 8 7 ) , 1 04 .

51 C f . H a w t in g ,  “ T h e  S ig n i f i c a n c e  o f  th e  S lo g a n  la  h u k m a  il ia  l i l la h '' ,  4 6 0 - 6 1 ;  Y o -  

r a m  E r d e r ,  “ T h e  K a r a i t e s ’ S a d d u c c e  D i l e m m a ” , I s r a e l  O r ie n t a l  S tu d i e s  14  ( 1 9 9 4 ) ,  

1 9 9 -2 0 0 .

52 O n  th e  p r io r i t y  o f  I s la m ic  s c r ip tu r a l i s m  to  th a t  o f  th e  K a r a i t e s ,  s e e  C o o k ,  “ cA n a n  

a n d  I s la m ” , e s p e c ia l ly  1 7 9 - 8 1 .
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O th e r  Q u r ’a n ic  V e r s e s  in  A b u  U m am a ’s S t a t em e n t

A b u  U m a m a ’s s ta te m e n t in  f ro n t o f  th e  b e h e a d e d  K h a w a r ij  c o n ta in s  

fu r th e r  Q u r° a n ic  v e rs e s , w h ic h  a p p e a r  a lo n g  w ith  3 :7 . T h e ir  e x e g e s is  

s im ila r ly  e x p o se s  th e  Is ra e li te  lin k  o f  th e  K h aw arij. A p a rt fro m  3 :7 , A bu  

U m a m a  re c i te s  v e rs e  3 :1 0 5 , in  w h ic h  th e  b e l ie v e rs  a re  w a rn e d  a g a in s t 

b e c o m in g  s im ila r  to  th o se  w h o  b e c a m e  d iv id e d . T h e  v e rs io n s  c o n ta in in g  

3 :1 0 5  a lso  a llu d e  to  th e  su b se q u e n t tw o  v e rse s  (3 :1 0 6 -1 0 7 ) ,  w h ic h  d e 

s c r ib e  th e  e sc h a to lo g ic a l  fa te  o f  s in n e rs  in H e ll. T h e ir  fa c e s  a re  “ b la c k 

e n e d ” , w h ile  th e  fa c e s  o f  th e  r ig h te o u s  a re  “ w h ite n e d ” . M a n y  e x e g e te s  

e x p la in  th a t  “ th o se  w h o  b e c a m e  d iv id e d ” , m e n tio n e d  in  3 :1 0 5 , a re  th e  

P e o p le  o f  th e  B o o k , o r  th e  J e w s  a n d  th e  C h r is t ia n s ,53 w h ic h  m e a n s  th a t 

3 :1 0 6  a lso  re fe rs  to  th e m . T h e s e  v e rse s  a p p e a r  a t th e  e n d  o f  A b u  U m a 

m a ’s s ta te m e n t, w h ic h  m e a n s  th a t th e y  to o  h a v e  a c q u ire d  h e re  a n  an ti-  

K h a riji s ig n if ic a n c e . H e  re c i te s  all o r  so m e  o f  th e m  to  A b u  G h a lib  to  

ju s tify  th e  c u rse s  a g a in s t th e  K h aw arij.

T h e s e  v e rs io n s  a ls o  g a in e d  w id e  c i rc u la t io n  a n d  w e re  tra n s m itte d  

fro m  A b u  G h a lib  b y  n u m e ro u s  tra d itio n is ts .54 T h e  v e rs io n  o f  a l-R a b ic ibn  

S a b ih  a n d  H a m m a d  ib n  S a la m a  fro m  A b u  G h a lib  g a in e d  e n tra n c e  in to  

th e  c a n o n ic a l c o m p ila tio n  o f  a l-T irm id h i.55 S o m e  v e rs io n s  a lso  a p p e a r  in 

ta fs ir  c o m p ila t io n s ,  in  th e  c o m m e n ta ry  o n  th e  r e le v a n t Q u r3a n ic  p a s 

sag es , an d  m a in ly  o n  3 :1 0 6  ( th e  “ b la c k e n e d  fa c e s ”).56

T h e re  a re  a lso  v e rs io n s  o f  th e  s to ry  o f  A b u  U m a m a  a n d  th e  b e h e a d e d  

K h a w a rij, in c lu d in g  th e  Q u r3a n ic  a l lu s io n s , in  w h ic h  th e  p e rso n  a c c o m 

53 E .g . T a b a r i ,  T a fs ir ,  IV , 2 6 .

54 T h e  t r a d i t io n i s t s  q u o t in g  A b u  G h a l ib  a re :  H a m m a d  ib n  S a la m a  ( T a b a r a n i ,  K a b ir ,  

V I I I ,  n o . 8 0 3 4 . C f . A h m a d ,  M u s n a d ,  V , 2 5 6 ;  cA b d a l la h  ib n  A h m a d ,  S u n n a ,  n o . 1 4 6 9 ; 

B a y h a q i ,  S u n a n ,  V I I I ,  1 8 8 ); M a 'm a r  ib n  R a s h id  ( cA b d  a l - R a z z a q ,  M u s a n n a f ,  X , n o . 

1 8 6 6 3 ; T a b a r a n i ,  K a b ir ,  V I I I ,  n o . 8 0 3 3 ;  cA b d a l l a h  ib n  A h m a d ,  S u n n a ,  n o .  1 4 7 0 . C f . 

A h m a d , M u s n a d ,  V , 2 5 3 ) ;  cA b d a l la h  ib n  S h a w d h a b  ( T a b a r a n i ,  K a b ir ,  V I I I ,  n o .  8 0 4 9 ) ;  

K h u la y d  ib n  D a cla j ( T a b a r a n i ,  K a b ir ,  V I I I ,  n o .  8 0 5 6 ) ;  a l - M u b a r a k  ib n  F a d a la  ( A ju r r i ,  

S h a r i ca ,  n o .  5 8 .  C f .  T a b a r a n i ,  K a b ir ,  V I I I ,  n o .  8 0 5 0 ) ;  Q a ta n  ib n  cA b d a l la h  a l - H a r r a n i  

A b u  M ira  ( A ju r r i ,  S h a r T a ,  n o . 5 9 . C f . T a b a r a n i ,  K a b ir ,  V I I I ,  n o . 8 0 4 2 ) .

55 T ir m id h i /T u h fa ,  V I I I ,  3 5 1  (4 4 ,  S u r a t  A l c I m r a n ) .  S e e  a l s o  T a b a r a n i ,  K a b ir ,  V I I I ,  

n o . 8 0 3 7 .

56 Z a m a k h s h a r i ,  K a s h s h a f  I, 4 5 4 ;  Q u r tu b i ,  A h k a m ,  IV , 1 6 7 - 6 8 ;  Ib n  K a th ir ,  T a fs ir ,  I, 

3 9 0 ; S u y u t i ,  D u r r ,  II , 6 3 .
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p a n y in g  A b u  U m a m a  is  n o t A b u  G h a lib  b u t ra th e r  S h a d d a d  ib n  c A b 

d a lla h  (A b u  cA m m a r, S y r ia n )57 o r  S a fw a n  ib n  S u la y m  a l-Z u h r i (M e d i 

n an , d . a h  132 ).58 In  th e  v e rs io n  o f  th e  la tte r , th e  Q u r3a n ic  a llu s io n  is n o t 

to  S u ra t A l cIm ra n , b u t ra th e r  to  a  Q u r ’a n ic  p a ssa g e  (6 :1 5 9 ; c f. 3 0 :3 2 )  

sa y in g  th a t th e  Q u r ’an ic  p ro p h e t sh o u ld  h a v e  n o th in g  to  d o  w ith  th o se  

w h o  d iv id e d  (fa r r a q u ) th e ir  re l ig io n  in to  p a r tie s  (s h iy a c) . T h is  v e rse , 

w h ic h  e x c lu d e s  d is s id e n ts  fro m  th e  c o m m u n ity  o f  b e lie v e rs , w as  in te r 

p re te d  as  re fe r r in g  to  th e  h is to ry  o f  in n e r  d iv is io n s  a m o n g  J e w s  a n d  

C h ris tia n s ,59 a n d  th e re fo re  its  a p p e a ra n c e  in  an  a n t i-K h a r iji  c o n te x t p ro 

v id e s  a n o th e r  m a n ife s ta tio n  o f  th e  id e a  th a t th e  K h a riji d is s e n s io n  re p re 

s e n ts  a n  Is ra e lite  m o d e  o f  sc h ism . T h e  a n ti-h e re tic a l re -a d a p ta tio n  o f  th is  

v e rse  is a lso  d e m o n s tra te d  in  a tra d itio n  o f  th e  P ro p h e t, a s  q u o te d  th ro u g h  

th e  C o m p a n io n  A b u  H u ra y ra . I t sa y s  th a t th e  v e rse  is d ire c te d  a g a in s t 

“ p e rso n s  o f  th is  u m m a  w h o  a re  o f  ev il in n o v a tio n s  a n d  o f  d u b io u s  c h a r 

a c te rs , a n d  w h o  d e v ia te  fro m  th e  r ig h t w a y .”60 In  a  s im ila r  tra d itio n  o f  

cU m a r  ib n  a l-K h a tta b , th e  P ro p h e t say s  to  h is  w ife  cA ’ ish a  th a t “ th o se  

w h o  d iv id e d  th e ir  re lig io n  in to  p a r t ie s ” a re  th e  h e re tic s  (a sh a b  a l- b id ca 

w a - l-a h w a ’) o f  th is  c o m m u n ity . T h e y  w ill b e  g iv e n  n o  c h a n c e  to  r e 

p e n t.61 T h u s , by  re a d in g  in to  th e  v e rse  an  a llu s io n  to  M u s lim  h e re tic s , th e  

la tte r  h a v e  o n ce  m o re  b een  e q u a te d  w ith  th e  Je w s  a n d  th e  C h ris tian s .

A n t i -H e r e t i c a l  Q u r ’a n  E x e g e s i s

O u ts id e  th e  im m e d ia te  c o n te x t o f  A b u  U m a m a ’s s ta te m e n t, fu r th e r  in 

s ta n c e s  o f  e x e g e tic a l a n ti-h e re tic a l re se tt in g  o f  Q u r ’a n ic  v e rse s  m a y  be

57 'A b d a l l a h  ib n  A h m a d ,  S u n n a ,  n o .  1 4 7 2 ; M u s ta d r a k ,  I I ,  1 4 9 . S e e  a ls o  T h a 'l a b i ,  

T a fs ir  (M S  T e l  A v iv ) ,  1 4 1 ; B a g h a w i ,  M a cd l im  a l - ta n z i l ,  I, 5 2 7 - 2 8  ( in  t a f s i r  o f  3 :1 0 5 ) .  

H e re  th e  t r a d i t io n i s t  is  'A b d a l l a h  ib n  S h a d d a d  ( M e d in a n ,  d . A H  8 1 /2 ) ,  w h o  is  p r o b a b ly  

m is ta k e n  f o r  S h a d d a d  ib n  'A b d a l l a h .

58 A h m a d , M u s n a d ,  V , 2 6 9 ;  'A b d a l l a h  ib n  A h m a d , S u n n a ,  n o . 1 4 7 3 .

59 E .g . T a b a r i ,  T a fs ir ,  V I I I ,  7 7 .

60 A h lu  l - b i d a c w a - a h lu  l - s h u b u h a t  w a - a h lu - l - d a l a la  m in  h a d h i h i  l - u m m a .  S e e  

T a b a r i ,  T a fs ir ,  V I I I ,  7 8 .  T h e  is n a d :  T a w u s  ib n  K a y s a n  ( Y e m e n i ,  d .  A H  1 0 1 ) <— A b u  H u 

r a y r a  <— P r o p h e t .  A n d  s e e  a ls o  th e  s a m e  in te r p r e ta t io n  in  a n  a d d r e s s  b y  th e  P r o p h e t  to  

' A ’ is h a  a s  r e p o r te d  b y  'U m a r :  T a b a r a n i ,  S a g h i r ,  I, 2 0 3 ;  Ib n  B a t t a ,  I b a n a :  I m a n ,  I, n o . 

1 40 ; A b u  N u 'a y m ,  H ily a ,  IV , 138 .

61 Ib n  A b i 'A s im ,  S u n n a ,  n o . 4 .
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d e m o n s tra te d . T h e  v e rs e s  a re  a g a in  su c h  w h ic h  c o n v e y  a n  a n t i- J e w -  

is h -C h r is t ia n  m e ssa g e , a n d  b y  m e a n s  o f  e x e g e s is  a lso  b e c a m e  a n ti-h e -  

re tic a l . T h is  u n v e i ls  a d d it io n a l a s p e c ts  o f  th e  n o tio n  th a t  th e  h e re tic s  

p re se rv e  a m o n g  th e  M u s lim s  an  Is ra e lite  m o d e l o f  sin .

T h e  S in  o f  th e  C a lf:  S u ra t a l - A cr a f  (7 ):  152

T o  b eg in  w ith , a  m a jo r  Is ra e lite  s in , th e  m a k in g  o f  th e  c a lf , w as  re a d a p te d  

a n d  a p p lie d  to  th e  h e re tic s . T h e  v e rse  th a t u n d e rw e n t th e  n e c e ssa ry  e x e - 

g e tic a l d iv e rs io n  is S u ra t a l -A cr a f  (7 ): 152, w h ic h  s ta te s  th a t th o se  w h o  

m a d e  th e  c a l f  ( th a t  is , th e  C h ild re n  o f  I s ra e l)  s h a ll  b e  o v e r ta k e n  b y  

“ a b a s e m e n t” (d h u lla ). T h e  B a s ra n  A y y u b  a l-S a k h tiy a n l (d . a h  131 ) r e 

p o r te d ly  saw  a  p e rso n  o f  “ d e v ia tio n s ” , a n d  sa id : “ I re c o g n ise  a b a se m e n t 

in h is  fa c e ” . T h e n  h e  re c ite d  th is  Q u rDa n ic  v e rse  a n d  sa id  th a t th is  w as  th e  

p u n is h m e n t fo r  e v e ry  “ fo rg e r” (m u fta r in ) .62 It fo llo w s  th a t  th e  h e re tic s  

a m o n g  th e  M u s lim s  w e re  p e rc e iv e d  as  re p e a tin g  th e  Is ra e li te  s in  o f  th e  

c a lf , an d  th e ir  d is se n s io n  th u s  b e c a m e  an  e x te n s io n  o f  a n  Is ra e li te  m o d e l 

o f  sin .

S u r a t a l- S a f f  (61 ):5

In  S u ra t a l -S a f f  (61  ) :5 , tw o  e v il tra i ts  a re  a t t r ib u te d  to  th e  p e o p le  o f  

M o se s: “ tra n s g re s s io n ”  (f i s q ), a n d  “ d e v ia t io n ”  (z a y g h ). I t is sa id  a b o u t 

th e m  th a t “ w h e n  th e y  d e v ia te d  (za g h u ), G o d  m a d e  th e ir  h e a r ts  d e v ia te ; 

G o d  d o e s  n o t g u id e  th e  t ra n s g re s s o rs  (a l-q a w m  a l- fa s iq in ) .” T h is  p a s 

sag e , w h ich  o b v io u s ly  a llu d e s  to  th e  C h ild re n  o f  Is ra e l, w as  re in te rp re te d  

as  re fe rr in g  to  th e  K h a w a rij. T h e  in te rp re ta tio n  is a t tr ib u te d  to  A b u  U m a 

m a  a g a in ,63 a n d  p ro v id e s  f u r th e r  e v id e n c e  th a t  th e  K h a w a r ij  w e re  

re g a rd ed  as  re p e a tin g  an  Is ra e lite  m o d e l o f  tra n sg re ss io n .

S u r a t a l- K a h f  (1 8 ):  1 0 3 -1 0 6

E sc h a to lo g ic a l p a s sa g e s  w e re  a lso  a p p lie d  to  th e  K h a w a rij th ro u g h  e x e 

g e s is . O n e  su c h  p a s s a g e  is fo u n d  in  S u ra t a l -K a h f  (1 8 ): 103—106. T h is  

p a s sa g e  s p e a k s  a b o u t u n b e l ie v e rs  w h o  a re  “ th e  g re a te s t  lo se rs  in  th e ir

62 L a l ik a ’i, 1, n o . 2 8 9 . C f . n o . 2 8 8 .

63 T a b a r i ,  T a fs ir ,  X X V I I I ,  5 7 .
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w o rk s ” , a n d  w h o se  “ s tr iv in g  g o e s  a s tra y  in  th e  p re s e n t life  w h ile  th e y  

th in k  th a t th e y  a re  d o in g  g o o d  d e e d s ” . T h e ir  fa te  w ill be  H e ll ( ja h a n - 

n a m ). T h e  e x e g e tic  m a n ip u la tio n  o f  th is  v e rse  is a ttr ib u te d  to  cA li. In  o n e  

tra d itio n  cA li is re p o rte d  to  h a v e  sa id  th a t th e  p a ssa g e  re fe rs  to  (C h r is 

tia n )  h e rm its  (ru h b a n ) w h o  c o n f in e d  th e m se lv e s  to  th e ir  c e lls  o f  re c lu se  

( s a w a m icj , M b u t in  o th e r  tra d itio n s  th e  sam e  cA li a p p e a rs  as re se ttin g  th e  

v e rse s  to  th e  K h a w a rij. T h e  la tte r  tra d itio n s  d e sc r ib e  a d is c o u rse  b e tw ee n  

cA li a n d  Ib n  a l-K a w w a 3 (=  c A b d a lla h  ib n  A w fa  a l-Y a sh k u ri) , a  le a d e r  o f  

th e  e a r ly  K h a w a rij65 w h o  b e lo n g e d  to  th e  q u r r a \ 66 Ib n  a l-K a w w a 3 a p 

p e a rs  in  th e  so u rc e s  as  te a s in g  cA ll w ith  q u e s tio n s  a b o u t th e  m e a n in g  o f  

v a r io u s  Q u r3an ic  v e rs e s .67 In  th is  c o n v e rsa tio n , Ib n  a l-K a w w a 3 a sk s  cA li 

w h o  “ th e  g re a te s t lo se rs  in  th e ir  w o rk s” a re , an d  c A li says: “ T h e  P eo p le  

o f  H a ru ra 3 [=  th e  e a r ly  K h a w a rij]  b e lo n g  to  th e m ” 68 In o th e r  v e rs io n s  he 

says : “ [T h ey  are] yo u  an d  y o u r  f r ie n d s” , or: “ T h e y  a re  y o u , p e o p le  o f  H a 

ru ra 3.”69 In  y e t a n o th e r  v e rs io n  o f  th e  e x c h a n g e , c A li say s  th a t th o se  w h o  

a re  “ th e  g re a te s t lo se rs  in  th e ir  w o rk s” a re  th e  u n b e lie v e rs  (k a fa ra ) o f  th e  

P e o p le  o f  th e  B o o k  w h o  in tro d u c e d  in n o v a tio n s  in to  th e ir  re lig io n . H e 

th e n  ra is e s  h is  v o ic e  a n d  d e c la re s : “ T h e  p e o p le  o f  th e  c a n a l (o f  N a h - 

ra w a n , i.e . th e  K h a w a rij)  a re  n o t fa r  fro m  th e m .”70 T h e  p a ra lle lism  b e 

tw een  K h a w a rij an d  Je w s  an d  C h ris tia n s  is c le a r ly  s ta ted  here.

T h e  d is c o u rse  w as a lso  re c o rd e d  in S h ici Q u r3an  c o m m e n ta r ie s ,71 an d  

in  v ie w  o f  th e se  tra d i t io n s  th e  S h ici c o m m e n ta to r  cA li ib n  Ib ra h im  a l- 

Q u m m i s ta te s  th a t o u r  Q u r ’a n ic  p a s sa g e  w as  re v e a le d  c o n c e rn in g  th e  

Je w s, b u t e v e n tu a lly  b e c a m e  a p p lic a b le  to  th e  K h a w a rij (n a za la t f t  l-Y a -  

h u d  w a -ja ra t f i  I-K h a w a r ij) .12

64 Ib id . ,  X V I ,  2 6 .

65 S e e  e .g .  T a b a r i ,  T a r ik h ,  V , 6 3 , 6 5  (1, 3 3 4 9 , 3 3 5 2 ) .

66 H e  is  m e n t io n e d  a m o n g  th e  K u f a n  m u s a y y a r u n .  S e e  T a b a r i ,  T a r ik h ,  IV , 3 1 8  ( I , 

2 9 0 8 ) .

67 E .g .  o n  Q u r ’ a n  1 7 :1 2 . S e e  A ju r r i ,  S h a r i ca ,  n o . 1 4 5 ; T a b a r i ,  T a r ik h ,  I, 7 5 - 7 6  ( I ,  

7 4 - 7 5 ) .  S e e  a ls o  Ib n  H ila l  a l - T h a q a f i ,  G h a r a t ,  1 0 3 - 1 0 .

68 cA b d  a l - R a z z a q ,  T a fs ir ,  1 ,4 1 3 ;  T a b a r i ,  T a fs ir ,  X V I ,  2 7 - 2 8 .

69 T a b a r i ,  T a fs ir ,  X V I , 2 7 .

70 Ib id .  S e e  a ls o  Ib n  H ila l  a l - T h a q a f i ,  G h a r a t ,  1 0 4 - 1 0 5 .

71 cA y y a s h i ,  II, 3 7 7 - 7 8 ;  T u s i ,  T a b y a n ,  V II , 9 7 ;  T a b r is i ,  M a j m a f  X V , 2 1 3 .

72 Q u m m i,  T a fs ir ,  I I , 2 0 .
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S c h o la r s  o n  H e r e t i c s  a n d  I s r a e l i t e s

T h e  v ie w  th a t  th e  h e re t ic s  re p re s e n t J e w is h  a n d  C h r is t ia n  m o d e ls  o f  

s c h ism  is r e f le c te d  n o t o n ly  in  Q u C a n ic  e x e g e s is ,  b u t a lso  in  e x p lic i t  

s ta te m e n ts  o f  re lig io u s  le ad e rs . F o r  e x a m p le , a l-H a sa n  a l-B a sr i rep o rte d ly  

sa id  th a t th e  “ p e o p le  o f  d e v ia tio n ” a re  c o m p a ra b le  to  th e  J e w s  a n d  th e  

C h ris tia n s  (a h lu  l-h a w a  b i-m a n z ila t a l-Y a h u d  w a -l-N a sa ra ) .73

S o m e  s ta te m e n ts  fo c u s  o n  th e  K h a w a rij in  p a r tic u la r . O n e  o f  th e se  is 

a b o u t a  c e r ta in  Ib n  cA m ir , w h o  is p ro b a b ly  th e  a b o v e -m e n tio n e d  C o m 

p a n io n  cU q b a  ib n  cA m ir . A  p e rso n  b e a r in g  th is  n a m e  is m e n tio n e d  

a m o n g  cA l l ’s su p p o r te rs  w h o  fe ll a t N a h ra w a n  w h ile  f ig h tin g  th e  K h a 

w a rij.74 Ibn  cA m ir  is sa id  to  h a v e  b een  to ld  a b o u t th e  p ie ty  an d  re lig io u s  

e x e r t io n  ( i j t ih a d ) o f  th e  K h a w a r ij ,  o n  w h ic h  h e  c o m m e n ts :  “ T h e i r  

e x e r tio n  is n o t g re a te r  th a n  th a t o f  th e  J e w s  a n d  th e  C h r is tia n s , w h o  n e 

v e r th e le s s  a re  a s tra y  ( y a d i llu n )” .75 In  o th e r  w o rd s , th e  K h a w a rij p re se rv e  

th e  Je w ish  an d  th e  C h ris tia n  ty p e s  o f  re lig io u s  e rro r . T h e  s a m e  re sp o n se  

to  th e  d e sc r ip tio n  o f  K h a riji d e v o tio n  is a t tr ib u te d  to  Ib n  c A b b a s .76

T o  so m e  M u s lim s , th e  K h a w a rij  s e e m e d  e v e n  w o rse  th a n  th e  J e w s  

a n d  C h r is t ia n s . A l-H a s a n  a l-B a s r i  re p o r te d ly  s ta te d  th a t  th e  K h a w a rij  

w e re  p e rp le x e d  an d  in to x ic a te d ; th e y  h a d  n o  e x c u se , b e c a u se  th e y  w ere  

n o t e v e n  Je w s , n o r  w ere  th e y  C h ris tia n s  o r  M a g ia n s .77

L e g a lly  s p e a k in g , th e  K h a w a rij w e re  re g a rd e d  as  e q u a l to  J e w s  an d  

C h ris tia n s , a n d  tra n sa c tio n s  w ith  th e m  w e re  p ro h ib ite d . It is re la te d  th a t 

so m e o n e  o n c e  a sk e d  M u h a m m a d  ib n  S ir in  (B a s ra n , d . a h  110) w h e th e r  

h e  c o u ld  se ll h is  s lav e  to  th e  K h a w a rij, w h o  h a d  o ffe re d  a g o o d  p r ic e  fo r  

h im . Ib n  S ir in  a sk e d  h im : “ W o u ld  y o u  se ll h im  to  a  J e w  o r  to  a  C h r is 

73 L a l i k a T  I, n o . 2 3 3 . A l- H a s a n  is  q u o te d  h e r e  b y  Y a h y a  a l - B a k k a 1 ( B a s r a n ,  d .  A H  

1 30 ).

74 S e e  K h a l i f a  ib n  K h a y y a t ,  1 81 .

75 cA b d  a l - R a z z a q ,  M u s a n n a f ,  X , n o .  185 8 1  ( p r in te d :  y u q ta lu n  in s te a d  o f  th e  c o r r e c t  

y a d i l lu n ) .  T h e  is n a d :  I b n  T a w u s ,  cA b d a l la h  (Y e m e n i ,  d . A H  1 3 2 ) <— T a w u s  ib n  K a y s a n  

( Y e m e n i ,  d . A H  1 0 1 ) <— P 'U q b a ? ]  ib n  cA m ir .

76 cA b d  a l - R a z z a q ,  M u s a n n a f ,  X , n o s .  1 8 6 6 5 - 6 6  (p r in te d :  y u s a l lu n ); Ib n  A b i S h a y b a ,  

X V , n o . 1 9 7 4 7  ( p r in te d :  y u s a l lu n ) .  F o r  th e  c o r r e c t  te x t  ( y a d i l l u n )  s e e  S a h n u n ,  M u d a w -  

w a n a ,  I, 4 0 8 ;  A ju r r i ,  S h a r i 'a ,  n o . 4 4 ;  L a l i k a ’ i, IV , n o .  2 3 1 5 ;  Ib n  c A b d  a l - B a r r ,  T a m h id ,  

X X I I I ,  3 2 3 ;  F a th  a l - b a r i ,  X I I ,  2 5 6 .

77 A ju r r i ,  S h a r i ca ,  n o . 4 5 .
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tia n ? ”  T h e  m a n  sa id : “ N o ” , an d  Ib n  S lr in  c o n c lu d e d : “ In  th a t ca se , d o  n o t 

se ll h im  to  th e  K h a w a rij e ith e r” .78

In  c o n c lu s io n , s ig n if ic a n t e v id e n c e  h as  b e e n  re v ie w e d  in  th is  c h a p te r  to  

u n d e r lin e  th e  e x te n t to  w h ic h  th e  h e re tic s  o f  e a r ly  Is la m ic  so c ie ty  w ere  

id e n tif ie d  w ith  J e w is h - C h r is t ia n  fo rm s  o f  s c h is m . T h is  m e a n s  th a t 

sc h ism  in  p a r tic u la r  w as  m a rk e d  in  Is la m ic  so c ie ty  as  a  s ig n  o f  a s s im ila 

tio n  w ith  o th e rs , an d  as  a  m a jo r  th re a t to  th e  su p e rio r  s ta tu s  o f  th e  Is lam ic  

c o m m u n ity  in  w o rld  h is to ry .

T h e  Q u r ’a n ic  T e x t  a n d  I s la m ic  S c h i sm

T h e  a f f in i ty  b e tw e e n  Is la m ic  a n d  Is ra e li te  s c h ism  re v o lv e s  a ro u n d  th e  

Q u r ’an , w h ic h  re v e a ls  a  p a ra lle lism  b e tw e e n  th e  B ib le  a n d  th e  Q u r’an  as 

th e  o r ig in s  o f  d iv is io n  w ith in  th e ir  r e s p e c t iv e  so c ie t ie s . T h e  I s la m ic  

a w a re n e s s  o f  th is  p a ra lle lism  a p p e a rs  in  fu r th e r  tra d itio n s  a tta c k in g  c o n 

tro v e rsy  fo c u se d  on  sc r ip tu re . T h e s e  tra d i tio n s  a re  n o t p a r tic u la r ly  a n ti-  

K h a r iji  b e c a u s e  d is p u te s  o v e r  th e  Q u r ’an  b ro k e  o u t a m o n g  v a r io u s  

fa c tio n s  w ith in  Is la m ic  so c ie ty  a n d  d id  n o t n e c e ssa r ily  s tem  fro m  s c r ip 

tu ra lism . N e v e r th e le s s , th e se  t ra d i t io n s  a re  a lso  re le v a n t b e c a u se  th e y  

fu r th e r  i l lu m in a te  th e  e f fo r ts  o f  M u s lim  re lig io u s  le a d e rs  to  d e a l w ith  

d a n g e rs  o r ig in a tin g  in  d iv is io n s  fo c u se d  o n  sc rip tu re .

T o  b e g in  w ith , th e re  is a  tra d itio n  a b o u t th e  C o m p a n io n  H u d h a y fa  ibn  

a l-Y a m a n  in  w h ic h  h e  ta k es  p a r t in  h o ly  w a r  on  th e  A rm e n ia n  fro n t, an d  

is sh o c k e d  to  d is c o v e r  th a t S y ria n  an d  Iraq i A rab  b e lie v e rs  a re  e n g a g e d  in 

d is p u ta tio n s  o v e r  th e  Q u r ’an , o r , a c c o rd in g  to  so m e  v e rs io n s , o v e r  th e  

c o rre c t re a d in g  (q ir d 3a )  o f  th e  Q u r ’an . H e  la te r  o n  a p p ro a c h e s  cU th m a n  

s a y in g  th a t  u n le s s  so m e th in g  is d o n e , th e  c o m m u n ity  w ill b e c o m e  d i 

v id e d  (y a k h ta lifu ) b e c a u se  o f  th e  sa c re d  B o o k , a s  h a p p e n e d  to  th e  Je w s  

an d  th e  C h ris tia n s . T h is  g iv e s  cU th m a n  th e  id e a  to  p ro d u c e  o n e  can o n ic a l 

Q u r ’an  c o p y  to  re p la c e  th e  v a r io u s  e x is t in g  o n e s . T h e  s to ry  w as  c i rc u 

la te d  by  a l-Z u h ri o n  th e  au th o rity  o f  A n as  ib n  M a lik ,79 a n d  th e re  is a lso  a 

v e rs io n  in  w h ic h , in s te a d  o f  J e w s  a n d  C h r is t ia n s , H u d h a y fa  u se s  th e

78 Ib n  A b i S h a y b a , X V , n o . 1 9 7 8 7 .

79 B u k h a r i ,  S a h ih ,  V I, 2 2 6  (6 6 :3 ) ;  Ib n  A b i D a w u d ,  M a s a h i f ,  2 6 ,  2 7 , 2 8 ;  Ib n  S h a b b a ,  

I II , 9 9 2 ; Ib n  cA b d  a l- B a r r ,  T a m h id ,  V II I ,  2 7 9 .



166 Is ra e lite  F o rm s  o f  S c h ism : th e  K h a w a r ij a n d  th e  Q u r 'a n

a lte rn a tiv e  in d ic a tio n  o f  “ th o se  w h o  w ere  b e fo re  y o u ” (m an  q a h la k u m ) .80 

T h e  s a m e  h is to r ic a l  le s s o n  is d ra w n  in  a n o th e r  v e rs io n  b y  cU th m a n  

h im se lf . H e  sen d s  a  le t te r  to  th e  p ro v in c e s  sa y in g  th a t th e  M u slim s  h a v e  

d if fe re n t re a d in g s  o f  th e  Q u r ’an ic  tex t, e a c h  o n  th e  a u th o rity  o f  a  d if fe r 

e n t C o m p a n io n ; h e  fea rs  th a t w h e n  a ll th e  C o m p a n io n s  a re  d e a d , th e re  

w ill b e  d is s e n s io n  a m o n g s t th e  M u s lim s  b e c a u se  o f  th e  Q u r ’an , a s  h a p 

p e n e d  to  th e  C h ris tia n s  b e c a u se  o f  th e  In jil a f te r  th e  d e p a rtu re  o f  Je su s .81

It fo llo w s  th a t M u slim  tra d i t io n  is fu lly  a w a re  o f  th e  d a n g e r  o f  a s 

s im ila tio n  w ith  o th e rs  c a u s e d  by  d is a g re e m e n t o v e r  th e  te x t a s  w e ll a s  

o v e r  th e  in te rp re ta tio n  o f  th e  Q u r ’an . It is th e re fo re  n o t su rp r is in g  to  fin d  

tra d itio n s  la b e llin g  su ch  d is p u ta tio n s  as  ku fr, th a t is, d is b e lie f ,  w h ic h  is 

a n o th e r  w a y  o f  sa y in g  th a t th e y  e l im in a te  th e  d if fe re n c e  b e tw e e n  M u s 

lim s  a n d  n o n -M u s lim s . A  p ro p h e tic  s ta te m e n t to  th e  e f fe c t  th a t c o n tro 

v e rs y  (m ir a ’) o v e r  th e  Q u r ’a n  is  k u fr  is fo u n d  in  a w id e ly  c u r r e n t  

tra d itio n  o f  A b u  H u ra y ra .82 T h e  tra d itio n  is a lso  a v a ila b le  in an  e x p a n d e d  

fo rm , in  w h ic h  it is c o m b in e d  w ith  th e  fa m o u s  tra d itio n s  a b o u t th e  se v e n  

le g itim a te  fo rm s  (a h r u f ) o f  th e  Q u r ’an:

T h e  Q u rD an  w a s  r e v e a le d  in  s e v e n  fo r m s ;  d i s p u ta t io n  o v e r  th e  Q u r Da n  is  d i s b e 

l i e f  ( r e p e a te d  th r e e  t im e s ) ;  a c t  a c c o r d in g  to  w h a t  y o u  k n o w  o f  th e  b o o k ,  a n d  a s  

f o r  w h a t y o u  d o  n o t  k n o w  [ o f  it ] ,  a s k  th o s e  w h o  d o  k n o w .83

A  c o m b in e d  v e rs io n  o f  th e  Q u ra sh i C o m p a n io n  cA m r ib n  a l - cA s (d . ca. 

a h  4 3 )  is a lso  a v a i la b le , a n d  in  it th e  P r o p h e t’s s ta te m e n t is m a d e  in  

re sp o n se  to  a n  a rg u m e n t b e tw e e n  cA m r ib n  a l - cA s a n d  a n o th e r  M u s lim  

o v e r  a Q u r ’an ic  v e rse , e ac h  c la im in g  p ro p h e tic  a u th o rity  fo r  h is  o w n  w ay

80 Ib n  A b i D a w u d ,  M a s a h if ,  18 . T h is  v e r s io n  is  o f  I y a d  ib n  L a q i t  <— Y a z id  ib n  M u -  

ca w iy a .

81 Ib n  S h a b b a ,  I I I , 9 9 7 .

82 A b u  D a w u d ,  I I ,  5 0 5  ( 3 9 :4 ) ;  A ju r r i ,  S h a r i ca ,  n o s .  1 3 3 , 1 3 4 ; A h m a d ,  M u s n a d ,  I I , 

2 8 6 , 4 2 4 ,  4 7 5 ,  4 7 8 ,  4 9 4 ,  5 0 3 ,  5 2 8 ; cA b d a lI a h  ib n  A h m a d ,  S u n n a ,  n o .  8 6 ; Ib n  A b i S h a y 

b a , X , n o . 1 0 2 1 8 ; Ib n  B a t ta ,  Ib a n a :  im a n ,  II , n o s .  7 9 1 ,  7 9 2 ,  1 0 4 2 ; Ib n  H ib b a n ,  S a h i h ,  

X IV , n o .  1 4 6 4 ; M u s ta d r a k ,  II , 2 2 3 ;  L a l i k a ’ i, 1, n o .  1 8 2 . T h e  u t t e r a n c e  is  d i s c u s s e d  in  

Ib n  cA b d  a l- B a r r ,  J a m i c b a y a n  a l - cilm ,  II , 9 2 .

83 A h m a d , M u s n a d ,  II , 3 0 0 ; T a b a r i ,  T a fs ir ,  I, 9 ; Ib n  H ib b a n , S a h ih ,  I, n o . 7 4 .
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o f  re a d in g . A s  th e y  a p p e a l to  th e  P ro p h e t fo r  h is  o p in io n , h e  sa y s  th a t 

bo th  o f  th e m  a re  r ig h t, an d  ad ds:

T h e  Q u r ’a n  w a s  r e v e a le d  in  s e v e n  fo r m s ;  a n y  fo r m  a c c o r d in g  to  w h ic h  y o u  re a d  

is  c o r r e c t ;  d o  n o t  a r g u e  a b o u t  [ th e  Q u r ’ a n ] ,  b e c a u s e  d i s p u ta t io n  o v e r  it  is  d i s b e 

l i e f .84

A  s im ila r  e p iso d e  is a lso  re la te d  b y  th e  C o m p a n io n  A b u  Ju h a y m  [Jahm ] 

ib n  a l-H a rith  ib n  a l-S im m a .85

T h e  Q u r Dan  th e n  e m e rg e s  as  a  m a jo r  fo c u s  o f  d is a g re e m e n t in  e a r ly  

Is la m ic  so c ie ty , an d  th is  is ta k e n  as  s ig n a llin g  th e  a s s im ila tio n  o f  M u s 

lim s  w ith  J e w s  an d  C h ris tia n s . P a ra d o x ic a lly  e n o u g h , th e  Q u r ^ n ,  w h ic h  

w as  su p p o se d  to  be th e  m a in  v e h ic le  b y  w h ic h  th e  M u s lim s  c o u ld  a sse r t 

th e ir  o w n  d is t in c tiv e  id e n tity , th u s  b e c a m e  th e  m a jo r  a x is  o f  th e ir  a s 

s im ila tio n  w ith  o th e rs .

84 A h m a d , M u s n a d ,  IV , 2 0 5 . C f . ib id .,  2 0 4 .

85 Ib id . ,  IV , 1 6 9 - 7 0 ;  T a b a r i ,  T a fs ir ,  I, 15; Ib n  B a t ta ,  I b a n a :  I m a n ,  II , n o . 8 0 1 .
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T H E  W A Y S  O F  S I N :  

T H E  S U N N A  S T A T E M E N T

T h e  n o tio n  o f  a  c o m m o n  fa te  o f  s in  sh a re d  b y  M u slim s  an d  o th e rs  is m o st 

e x p lic it ly  e x p re s se d  in  a  fa ta lis tic  sa y in g  a ttr ib u te d  to  th e  P ro p h e t, w h ich  

w ill h e re  b e  re fe rre d  to  as  th e  “su n n a  s ta te m e n t” . T h is  s ta te m e n t a sse rts  

th a t th e  M u slim s  a re  d e s tin e d  to  fo llo w  th e  ev il su n n a  o f  o th e r  c o m m u n i 

ties. T h e  v a rio u s  o c c u rre n c e s  o f  th e  s ta te m e n t a g a in  rev ea l th e  ro le  o f  th e  

Q u rDan  as  a  so u rc e  fo r  l i te ra ry  m o d e ls  o f  I s ra e li te  s in s , a s  w e ll a s  its 

fu n c tio n  as  a  b a s is  fo r  s c h ism , an d  h e n c e  o f  a s s im ila tio n  o f  A ra b s  w ith  

o th e rs .

T h e  te rm  su n n a  a s  u se d  in  th e  s u n n a  s ta te m e n t d o e s  n o t re p re se n t th e  

v ir tu o u s  m o d e l o f  th e  P ro p h e t a n d  h is  C o m p a n io n s , b u t r a th e r  th e  e v il 

o n e  o f  p a s t c o m m u n itie s , a n d  th e  s ta te m e n t its e lf  p re d ic ts  th e  d e v ia tio n  o f  

th e  M u slim  b e lie v e rs  fro m  th e  fo rm e r  to  th e  la tte r . T h is  d e v ia tio n  in  tu rn  

s ig n a ls  th e  a s s im ila t io n  o f  th e  M u s lim s  w ith  th e  o th e r  s in fu l c o m m u 

n itie s .

T h e  h is to r ic a l p e rsp e c tiv e  o f  th e  su n n a  s ta te m e n t is e m b e d d e d  in  Q u r 

’a n ic  c o n c e p ts . T h e  Q u r ’a n  u se s  th e  te rm  su n n a  in  th e  s e n se  o f  th e  ev il 

m o d e l o f  p re v io u s  c o m m u n it ie s .  In  th is  s e n s e  th e  te rm  fu n c tio n s  in 

p a ssa g e s  w a rn in g  th e  b e lie v e rs  o f  s u n n a t  a l-a w w a lin ,  “ th e  w a y  o f  th e  

f irs t [g e n e ra tio n s ]” . N o t o n ly  d o  th e se  v e rs e s  w a rn  th e  b e l ie v e rs  o f  th e  

s in s  o f  th e  a n c ie n ts  (a l-a w w a lu n ), b u t a lso  o f  th e ir  p u n ish m e n t; th e y  th us 

im p ly  th a t th e  sam e  p u n it iv e  fa te  a w a its  th e  A ra b s  u n le s s  th e y  re p e n t .1 

T h e  Q u r ’an  a lso  u se s  th e  p lu ra l fo rm  su n a n  to  is su e  th e  sa m e  w a rn in g .2

1 Q u r ’ a n  8 :3 8 ; 1 5 :1 3 ; 1 8 :5 5 ; 3 5 :4 3 .

2 Q u r ’a n  3 :1 3 7 .
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W h e n  s ig n ify in g  p u n ish m e n t in f l ic te d  o n  p re v io u s  g e n e ra tio n s , th e  w o rd  

su n n a  is o f te n  a p p e n d e d  to  G o d ’s n am e: su n n a t A lla h ?

M o d e m  sc h o la rs  re fe r re d  o n ly  b r ie f ly  to  th e  su n n a  s ta te m e n t. S .D . 

G o ite in  a d d u c e d  o n e  v e rs io n  in  h is  J e w s  a n d  A r a b s  a t th e  b e g in n in g  o f  a 

c h a p te r  p la c in g  th e  o r ig in s  o f  Is lam  in  a  Je w ish  c o n te x t,4 w h ic h  seem s to  

in d ic a te  th a t to  G o ite in  th e  su n n a  s ta te m e n t m e re ly  m e a n t th a t M u slim s  

w e re  a w a re  o f  J e w ish  in f lu e n c e  o n  Is la m ic  c o n d u c t. G o ite in ’s ro m a n tic  

b e l ie f  in w h a t h e  c a l le d  J e w is h - A r a b  “ s y m b io s is ” p re v e n te d  h im  fro m  

g ra sp in g  th e  b itte rn e ss  o f  th e  s ta te m e n t. M .J . K is te r  a lso  b r ie f ly  m e n tio n 

ed  so m e  v e rs io n s  a n d  n o te d  th a t th e y  c o n v e y  th e  id e a  o f  an  id e n tic a l fa te  

sh a red  by  Je w s  a n d  M u slim s  a lik e . H e  r ig h tly  o b se rv e d  th a t “ th e se  p o in ts  

o f  re s e m b la n c e  re fe r , o f  c o u rs e , to  p e jo ra tiv e  a sp e c ts  o f  J e w ish  h is to ry . 

T h e y  a re  u s e d  to  p o in t  o u t d a n g e rs  w h ic h  th e  M u s lim  c o m m u n ity  is 

fa c in g .”5

T h e  fo llo w in g  s tu d y  w ill a n a ly se  th e  v a r io u s  a v a ila b le  v e rs io n s  o f  th e  

su n n a  s ta te m e n t, a n d  w ill c a s t  l ig h t o n  as y e t u n e x p lo re d  a sp e c ts  o f  its 

fu n c tio n .

T h e  C h a ir  o f  cA l i

U n lik e  th e  f i r a q  tra d itio n , w h ic h  f irs t a p p e a rs  in  an  a n ti-K h a r iji  c o n te x t, 

th e  su n n a  s ta te m e n t e m e rg e s  in  th e  c o n te x t o f  th e  S h ici co n flic t. It o ccu rs  

in  a te x t d e s c r ib in g  e v e n ts  w h ic h  to o k  p la c e  in  th e  y e a r  a h  6 6 , a fe w  

y e a rs  a f te r  th e  m a ss a c re  a t K a rb a la 3, d u r in g  th e  a n t i-U m a y y a d  re v o lt 

w h ic h  b ro k e  o u t in  K u fa  u n d e r  th e  le a d e rs h ip  o f  a l-M u k h ta r  ib n  A b i 

cU b ay d . A l-M u k h ta r  p ro c la im e d  cA H ’s so n , M u h a m m a d  ib n  a l-H a n a fiy -  

ya , as  th e  m e ss ia n ic  m a h d i.6 A b u  M ik h n a f  (K u fan , d . A H  157) re la te s  th a t 

a m o n g  a l -M u k h ta r ’s c o m p a n io n s  th e re  w as  a  g ro u p  o f  p e o p le  w h o  u sed  

to  v e n e ra te  a  c h a ir  (k u rs iy y ) w h ic h  th e y  c a rr ie d  o n  a m u le , b e lie v in g  th a t 

its p re se n c e  in  b a ttle  c b u ld  e n su re  th e m  v ic to ry .7 S o m e , in c lu d in g  a l-M u -

3 Q urD an  3 3 :6 2 ;  4 0 :8 5 ;  4 8 :2 3 .

4 S . D . G o i t e i n ,  J e w s  a n d  A r a b s :  T h e i r  C o n ta c t s  T h r o u g h  th e  A g e s  ( N e w  Y o r k ,  

1 9 7 4 ) , 5 6  ( M ic h a e l  L e c k e r  d r e w  m y  a t t e n t io n  to  th is  p a s s a g e  in  G o i te in ’s b o o k ) .

5 K is te r ,  “H a d d i th u " ,  2 3 2 . A n d  c f . W a s s e r s t r o m , B e tw e e n  M u s l im  a n d  J e w ,  9 8 .

6 C f . K e n n e d y ,  T h e  P r o p h e t  a n d  th e  A g e  o f  th e  C a l ip h a te ,  9 5 - 9 7 .

7 J a b a r i ,  T a r ik h ,  V I , 81 ( I I ,  7 0 1 ) .
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k h ta r  h im se lf , seem  to  h a v e  b e l ie v e d  th a t th e  b le sse d  c h a ir  w as th e  o n e  

on w h ich  cA ll u sed  to  s it .8

H o w e v e r , o th e rs  a m o n g  a l-M u k h ta r ’s p e o p le  re je c te d  th e  v e n e ra tio n  

o f  th e  c h a ir  a s  m e re  id o la try , a n d  th e  s u n n a  s ta te m e n t e m e rg e s  in  th e  

re p o rt a b o u t th em . A b u  M ik h n a f  re la te s  th a t Ib ra h im  ib n  a l-A sh ta r , w h o  

fo u g h t fo r  a l-M u k h ta r , w a lk e d  b y  th e  c h a ir  a n d  saw  p e o p le  g a th e re d  in  

d e v o tio n  ( ca k a fu ) a ro u n d  it, r a is in g  th e ir  h a n d s  in  p ra y e r  fo r  v ic to ry . 

T h e re u p o n  he said :

O h  G o d ,  d o  n o t  p u n is h  u s  f o r  w h a t  th e s e  f o o l s  h a v e  b e e n  d o in g ,  f o l lo w in g  th e

w a y  ( s u n n a )  o f  th e  C h i ld r e n  o f  I s r a e l ,  b y  G o d , w h e n  th e y  w o rs h ip p e d  th e i r  c a l f .9

T h e  ev il su n n a  sh a re d  b y  Is ra e li te s  an d  M u slim s  in th is  c a se  is th e  w o r 

sh ip  o f  th e  c a lf , w h ic h  in its  Is la m ic  g u ise  h as  b e c o m e  ° A li’s ch a ir . T h u s , 

th e  w o rsh ip  o f  th e  ca lf , w h ic h  Is la m  u sed  fo r  d e m o n s tra tin g  th e  in fe rio ity  

o f  th e  Is ra e lite s  to  th e  M u s lim s  (C h a p te r  5 ), e m e rg e s  h e re  as  m a rk in g  a 

s im ila r ity  in  s in  b e tw e e n  M u s lim s  a n d  o th e rs . T h e  p e o p le  w h o  u se d  to  

w o rsh ip  th e  c h a ir  a re  s a id  to  h a v e  b e lo n g e d  to  th e  S a b a ’ iy y a , a  te rm  

u su a lly  a p p lie d  to  d e s c r ib e  S h ici g h u la t  (“e x tre m is ts ” ) w h o  b e lie v e d  in  

th e  su p e rn a tu ra l c h a ra c te r  o f  0A li .10 T h e  c a l f  h e re  sy m b o lise s  th e ir  d e 

v ia tio n  to  id o la try , an d  as  se e n  a b o v e ,"  it a lso  fu n c tio n s  in  o th e r  c o n te x ts  

as  a  c o m m o n  sy m b o l o f  h e re tic s .

T h e  W o r sh ip  o f  th e  C a l f

T h e  fu n c tio n  o f  th e  c a l f  a s  sy m b o lis in g  th e  d e v ia tio n  o f  M u s lim s  to  an  

ev il I s ra e lite  su n n a  a c c o rd s  w ith  its  ro le  in  th e  Q u r3an , w h e re  it s ig n a ls  

th e  in c lin a tio n  o f  th e  Is ra e lite s  to  th e  id o la try  o f  th e  g e n tile s . T h e  re p o rt 

a b o u t th e  p e o p le  o f  th e  c h a ir  c o n v e y s  th is  Q u r3an ic  lin k  th ro u g h  th e  v e rb  

ca ka fu , w h ic h  h a s  b e e n  c h o se n  to  d e sc r ib e  th e ir  v e n e ra tio n  o f  th e  ch a ir . 

T h e  sam e  v e rb  is a lso  u sed  in th e  Q u r3an  in  c o n n e c tio n  w ith  th e  d e v ia tio n

8 I b id . ,  V I, 8 2 - 8 5  ( I I ,  7 0 2 - 7 0 6 ) .

9 I b id . ,  V I, 8 2  ( I I ,  7 0 2 ) .  S e c  a ls o  B a la d h u r i ,  A s h r a f ,  V I, 4 2 3 .

10 H u s a in  M . J a f r i ,  O r ig in s  a n d  E a r ly  D e v e lo p m e n t  o f S h i ca  I s la m  (L o n d o n  a n d  N e w  

Y o rk , 1 9 7 9 ), 3 0 0 - 3 0 1 .

11 A b o v e , 16 2.
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o f  th e  C h ild re n  o f  I s ra e l a n d  o c c u rs  in  S u ra t a l -A cra f  (7 ): 138, w h ic h  

p re c e d e s  th e  d e s c r ip tio n  o f  th e  m a k in g  o f  th e  ca lf . H e re  th e  C h ild re n  o f  

Is rae l p a ss  by  p e o p le  w o rsh ip p in g  ( y a ck u fu n a ) so m e  o f  th e ir  id o ls , an d  

th e y  sa y  to  M o se s : “ O h  M o se s , m a k e  fo r  us a  g o d , as  th e y  h a v e  g o d s ” . 

T h e  re c u rre n c e  o f  th e  sa m e  v e rb  in  th e  re p o rt a b o u t c A ll’s c h a ir  c o n firm s  

its lin k  to  th e  Q u r3an ic  ca lf .

M o re o v e r , th e  sa m e  Q u r°a n ic  v e rse  a p p e a rs  v e rb a tim  in  a  fu r th e r  v e r 

s io n  o f  a su n n a  s ta te m e n t, th is  tim e  u tte re d  b y  th e  P ro p h e t h im se lf  in  an  

e v e n t th a t ta k e s  p la c e  in  A ra b ia  in  h is  o w n  tim e . T h e  v e rs io n  o n c e  m o re  

re v e a ls  th e  p a ra lle ls  b e tw e e n  Is ra e li te  a n d  Is la m ic  id o la tro u s  d ev ia tio n . 

T h e  s to ry  is re c o rd e d  b y  Ib n  I s h a q ,12 a n d  is c o n ta in e d  in  a tra d itio n  w ith  

an  is n a d  o f  a l -Z u h r i ,13 w h o  re la te s  th a t d u r in g  a  m ilita ry  c a m p a ig n  (to  

H u n a y n ) , th e  M u s lim s  a s k e d  th e  P ro p h e t to  se t u p  fo r  th e m  a  p la c e  o f  

w o rsh ip  a t a  n e a rb y  lo te - tre e  (s id ra ).  T h e y  w a n t th is  p la c e  to  re se m b le  a 

sa n c tu a ry  th a t th e  p o ly th e is ts  e s ta b lish e d  c lo se  to  a  g ia n t tree  c a lle d  D h a t 

A n w a t, n a m e ly , “ [a tree ]  w ith  o b je c ts  h a n g in g  fro m  it .” T h e  p o ly th e is ts  

th u s  n a m e d  it b e c a u se  th e y  u sed  to  h a n g  th e ir  w e a p o n s  o n  it. T h e  P ro p h e t 

re fu se s , say in g  th a t th e  M u slim s  a re  a sk in g  fo r  th e  sa m e  th in g  th e  p e o p le  

o f  M o se s  a sk e d  fo r  (QurDan 7 :1 3 8 ) , an d  th e n  g o es  on  to  d ec la re :

S u c h  a r e  th e  e v i l  w a y s  ( s a n a n / s u n a n ^ ) :  y o u  w ill  s u r e ly  f o l lo w  th e  w a y  o f  th o s e

w h o  w e re  b e f o r e  y o u  (m a n  k a n a  q a b la k u m ) .

T h is  tra d itio n  h as  g a in e d  a  fa ir ly  w id e  c irc u la tio n  a n d  re a p p e a rs  in  o th e r  

s ira  a n d  h a d ith  c o m p ila t io n s ,15 a s  w e ll a s  in  th e  ta fs ir  c o m p ila tio n s  in  th e  

e x e g e s is  o f  Q u r 3an  7 :1 3 8 .16 It a lso  g a in e d  e n tra n c e  to  m u s a n n a f  c o l le c 

12 Ib n  H is h a m , IV , 8 4 - 8 5 .

13 T h e  is n a d :  Z u h r i  <— S in a n  ib n  A b i  S in a n  a l - D i l i  ( M e d in a n ,  d .  A H  1 0 5 ) <— A b u  

W a q id  a l - L a y th i  ( a l - H a r i th  ib n  M a l ik ,  C o m p a n io n ,  d . A H  6 8 )  <— P ro p h e t .

14 F o r  th e  i n t e r c h a n g e  o f  s u n a n  a n d  s a n a n  in  o u r  t r a d i t io n s  s e e  F a th  a l - b a r i , X I I I ,  

2 5 5 .

15 W a q id i ,  M a g h a z i ,  I I I ,  8 9 0 - 9 1  ( r e f e r e n c e  f r o m  M . L e c k e r ) .  A n d  s e e  a l s o  A z r a q i ,  

8 2 - 8 3 ;  B a y h a q i ,  D a la ^ i l ,  V , 1 2 4 - 2 5 ;  A h m a d ,  M u s n a d ,  V , 2 1 8 ;  H u m a y d i ,  M u s n a d ,  II, 

n o . 8 4 8 ;  A b u  Y a 'l a ,  I I I ,  n o .  1 4 4 1 ; T a y a l i s i ,  M u s n a d ,  n o .  1 3 4 6 ; M a r w a z i ,  S u n n a ,  n o s . 

3 7 - 4 0 ;  Ib n  A b i c A s im , S u n n a ,  n o .  7 6 ;  Ib n  B a t ta ,  I b a n a :  I m a n ,  I I ,  n o .  7 1 0 ;  T a b a r a n i ,  

K a b ir ,  I I I , n o s .  3 2 9 0 - 9 4 ;  L a l ik a ’i, I, n o . 2 0 5 ; T h a ca l ib i ,  T h im a r  a l - q u lu b ,  I, 4 6 0 .

16 c A b d  a l - R a z z a q ,  T a f s i r ,  I, 2 3 5 ;  T a b a r i ,  T a fs ir ,  IX ,  3 1 - 3 2 ;  W a h id i ,  W a s it ,  I I ,
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tio n s , in c lu d in g  so m e  c a n o n ic a l o n e s .17 T h e  p re v a le n c e  o f  th is  tra d itio n  

o r ig in a te s  in  its  a n t i-p o ly th e is t ic  m e ssa g e , a n d  th e  c o m p ile rs  o f  h a d ith  

p ro b a b ly  u n d e rs to o d  it  a s  il lu s tra tin g  th e  u n s te a d y  c o n d itio n s  in  M u h a m 

m a d ’s tim e , w h e n  m o n o th e is m  h a d  n o t y e t a c q u ire d  a firm  h o ld  o n  th e  

h e a r ts  o f  th e  b e lie v e rs . H o w e v e r , th e  su n n a  s ta te m e n t a s  e m b e d d e d  in  

M u h a m m a d ’s w o rd s  a c tu a lly  p re d ic ts  th e  su rv iv a l o f  p a g a n ism  in  fu tu re  

g e n e ra tio n s , a n d  it se e m s  th a t  th e  g e n e ra tio n  o f  M u h a m m a d  is o n ly  a 

m o d e l h e re  fo r  c e r ta in  la te r  M u s lim s , i.e . th o se  S h ici e x tre m is ts  w h o  

a sp ire d  to  b ase  th e  su n n a  o n  a  re v iv e d  Is ra e li te  h e rita g e . In  la te r  p e rio d s , 

th e  tr a d i t io n  c o n t in u e d  to  b e  a s s o c ia te d  w ith  re m n a n ts  o f  p a g a n ism  

a m o n g  n e w ly  c o n v e r te d  M u s lim s . A n  a n o n y m o u s  w r ite r  o f  th e  M a m lu k  

p e r io d 18 c o m m e n te d  o n  th e  tra d itio n  sa y in g  th a t su ch  p a g a n  p ra c tic e s , i.e. 

th e  v e n e ra tio n  o f  g ia n t tre e s , su rv iv e d  in  th e  la n d  o f  th e  C irc a ss ia n s  (a l- 

ja r a k is a ) .19

T h e re  a re  m a n y  m o re  v e rs io n s  o f  th e  su n n a  s ta te m e n t in  w h ic h  it is u t 

te re d  by  C o m p a n io n s  o f  th e  P ro p h e t,  a s  w e ll a s  b y  th e  P ro p h e t h im se lf . 

T h e se  v e rs io n s  a re  n o t e m b e d d e d  in  a n y  s p e c if ic  c o n te x t a n d  se e m  to  

re fe r  to  a  w id e r  ra n g e  o f  a s s im ila t io n  b e y o n d  s in s  sy m b o lis e d  b y  th e  

m a k in g  o f  th e  c a lf . S o m e  o f  th e  v e rs io n s  a re  fo rm u la te d  in  th e  m o s t 

sw e e p in g  te rm s . F o r  e x a m p le , a  M e d in a n  tra d itio n  o f  th e  Q u ra sh i C o m 

p a n io n  cA b d a lla h  ib n  cA m r ib n  a l - cA s (d . a h  6 3 ) c o n ta in s  th e  fo llo w in g  

p red ic tio n :

Y o u  w il l  s u r e ly  f o l lo w  th e  w a y  ( s u n n a )  o f  th o s e  b e f o r e  y o u — th e  s w e e t  o f  it  a s

w e ll a s  th e  b i t t e r  o f  i t .20

4 0 3 - 4 0 4 ;  B a g h a w i ,  M a ca lim  a l - ta n z i l ,  I I , 5 3 4 ;  Ib n  K a th i r ,  T a fs i r ,  II , 2 4 3 ;  S u y u t i ,  D u r r ,  

1 11 ,1 14.

17 cA b d  a l - R a z z a q ,  M u s a n n a f ,  X I ,  n o .  2 0 7 6 3 ;  Ib n  A b i S h a y b a ,  X V , n o .  1 9 2 2 2 ; 

T irm id h i /T w /t/a , V I ,  n o .  2 2 7 1  ( 3 1 :1 8 ) ;  N a s a 3i, K u b r a ,  V I ,  n o . 1 1 1 8 5  ( 8 2 ,  T a f s i r  7 :1 3 8 ) ;  

Ib n  H ib b a n ,  S a h ih ,  X V , n o . 6 7 0 2 .  S e e  a ls o  Ib n  Q a n ic, S a h a b a ,  I, n o . 1 8 5 ; K a n z ,  X I ,  n o . 

3 1 0 8 1 .

18 A b o u t w h o m  s e e  e d i t o r ’s  n o te  in  T h a ca l ib i ,  T h im a r  a l - q u lu b ,  II , 9 8 5 .

19 Ib id . ,  1 0 0 5 .

20 Ib n  A b i S h a y b a ,  X V , 1 0 2  (n o .  1 9 2 2 4 ) ;  M a r w a z i ,  S u n n a ,  n o .  6 6 .  T h e  is n a d :  Y a h y a  

ib n  S a cid  ib n  Q a y s  a l - A n s a r i  ( M e d in a n ,  d .  A H  1 4 4 ) <— cU m a r  ib n  a l - H a k a m  ib n  T h a w -  

b a n  (M e d in a n ,  d . A H  1 1 7 ) <— cA b d a l la h  ib n  cA m r  ib n  a l - cA s .
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A  s im ila r  s ta te m e n t is c o n ta in e d  in  a n  Ira q i v e rs io n  re c o rd e d  b y  N u cay m  

ib n  H a m m a d  in  h is  K ita b  a l- f ita n .  H e re  th e  C o m p a n io n  Ib n  c A b b as  

d e c la re s : “ W h a te v e r  h a p p e n e d  a m o n g  th e  C h ild re n  o f  Is ra e l is b o u n d  to  

h ap p e n  a m o n g  y o u  as  w e ll (i.e . a m o n g  th e  M u s lim s)” .21

T h e  s a m e  p re d ic tio n  is  re p e a te d  in  a n  E g y p tia n  v e rs io n , q u o te d  th is  

tim e  fro m  th e  P ro p h e t h im s e lf  o n  th e  a u th o rity  o f  th e  Q u ra sh i C o m p a n 

ion  a l-M u s ta w rid  ib n  S h a d d a d  (d . A H  4 5 ):

T h is  c o m m u n i t y  w i l l  s u r e ly  f o l lo w  e v e r y  w a y  o f  th e  a n c ie n t s  (s u n a n  a l - a w -  

w a l in ) .22

S im i l e s  o f  S y m m e tr y

T h e  su n n a  s ta te m e n t is  a v a ila b le  in  fu r th e r  v e rs io n s  in  w h ic h  th e  p a ra lle ls  

b e tw e e n  th e  c o n d u c t o f  th e  M u s lim s  a n d  th e  su n n a  o f  p a s t  g e n e ra tio n s  

a re  il lu s tra te d  b y  m e a n s  o f  s im ile s  o f  sy m m e try , e x p re s s e d  in  te rm s  o f  

o b je c ts  th a t c o m e  in  p a irs : tw o  so le s  (n a cl ), a n d  tw o  fe a th e rs  (q u d h d h a ) 

o f  an  a rro w . T h e se  s im ile s  a p p e a r  in  n u m e ro u s  v e rs io n s . F o r  e x a m p le , in  

an  E g y p tia n  v e rs io n  o f  th e  C o m p a n io n  S ah l ib n  S a cd a l-A n sa ri (M e d in a n , 

d. A H  8 8 ), th e  P ro p h e t d ec la res :

B y  H im  in  W h o s e  h a n d  is  m y  s o u l ,  y o u  w il l  f o l lo w  th e  w a y s  ( s u n a n )  o f  th o s e  

b e fo r e  y o u ,  a s  o n e  s o le  o f  a  s h o e  m a tc h e s  a n o th e r  (h a d h w a  l - n a cl i  b i - l - n a ct i ) .23

In  a n o th e r  E g y p tia n  v e rs io n  re p o r te d  o n  th e  a u th o rity  o f  cA b d a lla h  ib n  

cA m r ib n  a l - cA s, th e  e v il  a s p e c t  o f  th e  sy m m e tr ic a l su n n a  is e x p lic it ly  

s ta ted . T h e  P ro p h e t says:

21 N u ca y m  ib n  H a m m a d ,  18; M a r w a z i ,  S u n n a ,  n o .  6 7 ; K a n z ,  X I , n o .  3 1 3 9 6 .  Q u o te d  

in  K is te r ,  “ H a d d i th u ” , 2 3 2 . T h e  is n a d :  J a r i r  ib n  cA b d  a l - H a m id  a l - D a b b i  ( K u f a n ,  d .  A H  

1 8 8 ) <— a l - A s h ca th  ib n  I s h a q  ib n  S a cd  a l - Q u m m i « -  J a cf a r  ib n  A b i 1 -M u g h ira  a l - Q u m m i 

«— S a cid  ib n  J u b a y r  ( K u f a n ,  d . A H  9 5 )  <— Ib n  c A b b a s .

22 T a b a r a n i ,  A w s a t ,  I , n o .  3 1 5 ;  S u y u t i ,  K h a s a 3is ,  I I I ,  15 ; K a n z ,  X I ,  n o .  3 0 9 1 9 .  T h e  

is n a d :  I b n  L a h i c a , cA b d a I la h  ( E g y p t i a n ,  d .  A H  1 7 4 )  <— Y a z id  ib n  'A m r  a l - M a ca f ir i  

( E g y p t ia n ,  d .  A H  1 0 0 ) <— A b u  cA b d  a l - R a h m a n  a l - M a ca f ir i  a l - H u b u l i  ( E g y p t i a n ,  d .  A H  

1 00 ) <— a l - M u s ta w r id  ib n  S h a d d a d  <— P ro p h e t .

23 T a b a r a n i ,  K a b ir ,  V I , n o .  6 0 1 7 .  C f . A h m a d ,  M u s n a d ,  V , 3 4 0 ; K a n z ,  X I ,  n o . 3 1 0 8 3 . 

T h e  is n a d :  I b n  L a h i ca ,  ‘ A b d a l la h  ( E g y p t ia n ,  d .  A H  1 7 4 ) <— B ~ k r  ib n  S a w a d a  ( E g y p t ia n ,  

d . a h  1 2 8 ) <— S a h l ib n  S a cd  <— P ro p h e t .
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W h a te v e r  h a p p e n e d  to  th e  C h i ld r e n  o f  I s ra e l  w ill  a ls o  h a p p e n  to  m y  c o m m u n ity ,  

a s  o n e  s o le  o f  a  s h o e  m a tc h e s  a n o th e r ;  i f  s o m e o n e  a m o n g  th e m  h a d  in te r c o u r s e  

w ith  h is  o w n  m o t h e r  in  p u b l i c ,  s o m e o n e  o f  m y  c o m m u n i ty  w il l  s u r e ly  d o  th e  

s a m e .24

T h e  e m e rg e n c e  o f  th e  s in  o f  in c e s t to  i l lu s tra te  th e  sy m m e tr ic a l s u n n a  

m e a n s  th a t s ig n s  o f  a s s im ila t io n  w ith  o th e r  c o m m u n it ie s  w ere  d e te c te d  

n o t o n ly  in  p h e n o m e n a  a n a lo g o u s  to  th e  s in  o f  th e  ca lf , b u t a lso  in  d if fe r 

e n t a sp e c ts  o f  m o ra l c o rru p tio n . H o w e v e r , so m e  m ild e r  v e rs io n s  o f  th is  

tra d itio n  d o  n o t c o n ta in  th e  c la u se  a b o u t th e  ac t o f  in c e s t25 a n d  m o s t o f  

th e m  c o n c lu d e  w ith  th z  f i r a q  t ra d itio n , w h ic h  w id e n s  th e  sc o p e  o f  th e  

su n n a  s ta te m e n t to  th e  Is la m ic  sc h ism  a t la rg e .26

T h e  Ira q i V ers io n s

M o st o f  th e  v e rs io n s  u s in g  th e  s im ile s  o f  sy m m e tr ic a l fo rm s  a re  o f  Iraq i 

p ro v e n a n c e  a n d  b e a r  K u fa n  is n a d s .  In  o n e  o f  th e m , c irc u la te d  o n  th e  

au th o rity  o f  c A b d a lla h  ib n  M a s cud  an d  re c o rd e d  by  Ib n  A b i S h a y b a , Ib n  

M as°u d  d e c la re s ;27

Y o u  a r e  m o r e  s im i la r  th a n  a n y  o th e r  p e o p le  to  th e  C h i ld r e n  o f  I s r a e l ,  in  b e h a v 

io u r  ( s a m t)  a n d  in  c o n d u c t  (h a d y ) . Y o u  w il l  f o l lo w  t h e i r  w a y  ( in  p r e c i s e  s y m 

m e t r y ) ,  a s  o n e  f e a t h e r  o f  a n  a r r o w  m a tc h e s  a n o th e r ,  a n d  a s  o n e  s o le  o f  a  s h o e  

m a tc h e s  a n o th e r .

24 T irm id h i/T M /t/a , V I I ,  n o . 2 7 7 9  ( 3 8 :1 8 ) ;  M u s ta d r a k , I, 1 2 8 - 2 9 ;  L a l i k a ' i ,  I, n o .  147 . 

C f . S u y u t i ,  K h a s a H s ,  I I I ,  14 . T h e  is n a d :  'A b d  a l - R a h m a n  ib n  Z iy a d  ib n  A n ca m  a l - I f r iq i  

( E g y p t i a n ,  d .  A H  1 5 6 )  <— cA b d a l la h  ib n  Y a z id  a l - M a 'a f i r i  ( E g y p t i a n ,  d . A H  1 0 0 ) <— 

'A b d a l l a h  ib n  cA m r  <— P ro p h e t .

25 M a r w a z i ,  S u n n a ,  n o . 5 9 ;  A ju r r i ,  S h a r V a , n o s .  2 1 ,  2 2 ;  Ib n  B a t ta ,  I b a n a :  I m a n ,  I, 

n o s . 1 ,2 6 5 ;  II , n o . 7 1 4 .

26 T irm id h i/T M /z /a , V I I ,  n o .  2 7 7 9  ( 3 8 :1 8 ) .  S e e  a ls o  A ju r r i ,  S h a r i ca ,  n o s .  2 1 ,  2 2 ;  M a r 

w a z i ,  S u n n a ,  n o . 5 9 ;  Ib n  B a t ta ,  I b a n a :  I m a n ,  I, n o s .  1, 2 6 5 ;  M u s ta d r a k ,  I, 1 2 8 - 2 9 .  C f. 

A b u  N u 'a y m ,  H ily a ,  IX , 2 4 2 . S h i ' i  s o u r c e s :  Ib n  T a w u s ,  M a la h im ,  1 4 4 . In  T a fs ir :  Q u r -  

tu b i , A h k a m ,  IV , 1 5 9 - 6 0  (o n  3 :1 0 3 ) .

27 Ib n  A b i S h a y b a ,  X V , 1 0 2  (n o . 1 9 2 2 5 ) .  S e e  a l s o  M a r w a z i ,  S u n n a ,  n o s .  6 4 ,  1 0 8 ; 

K a s h f  a l - a s ta r ,  111, n o .  2 8 4 6 ;  K a n z ,  X I ,  n o . 3 1 4 2 6 .  T h e  is n a d :  A b u  Q a y s  cA b d  a l - R a h 

m a n  ib n  T h a r w a n  ( K u f a n ,  d . A H  1 2 0 ) «— H u z a y l  ib n  S h u r a h b i l  (K u f a n )  « -  'A b d a l l a h  ib n  

M a s 'u d .
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In  a n o th e r  v e rs io n  o f  th e  sam e  s ta te m e n t o f  Ib n  M a scud, th e  Is ra e lite  c a l f  

re a p p e a rs . A f te r  a n n o u n c in g  th e  su n n a  s ta te m e n t, Ib n  M a s cud  g o e s  on  to  

say : “ B u t I am  n o t su re  w h e th e r  y o u  to o  w ill w o rsh ip  th e  c a l f ’.28 T h is  

m e an s  th a t it is h ig h ly  p ro b a b le  th a t th ey  w ill.

T h e  s a m e  s ta te m e n t by  Ibn  M a s cu d  is a lso  tra c e d  b a c k  to  th e  P ro p h e t 

h im se lf , an d  h e re  th e  e v il a sp e c t o f  the  sy m m e tric a l s u n n a  is ag a in  sex u a l 

im m o ra lity . H a v in g  m a d e  th e  su n n a  s ta te m e n t, th e  P ro p h e t g o e s  o n  to  

d e sc r ib e  th e  fo llo w in g  sc e n e : a w o m an  p a sse s  by  a  g ro u p  o f  m e n , o n e  o f  

th e m  a s sa u lts  h e r  a n d  th e n  re tu rn s  c h e e rfu lly  to  h is  m a te s , a n d  th e y  all 

la u g h  to g e th e r .29 T h is  sc e n e  is a lso  d e sc r ib e d  in  o th e r  tra d itio n s  d e a lin g  

w ith  m o ra l c o rru p tio n  p re c e d in g  th e  H o u r.30

M o re  p re v a le n t,  h o w e v e r , a re  th e  K u fa n  v e rs io n s  a t tr ib u te d  to  th e  

C o m p a n io n  H u d h a y fa  ibn  a l-Y a m a n . O n e  o f  th e m  is tra n sm itte d  by R ib ci 

ib n  H ira sh  (K u fa n , d. A H  100), an d  in  it H u d h a y fa  re p e a ts  th e  fe a r  th a t 

th e  M u slim s  m ig h t w o rsh ip  th e  c a lf .31

A p a rt fro m  th e  c a lf , o th e r  Q u r3an ic  s in s  c o m m itte d  by  p re v io u s  c o m 

m u n itie s  b e c a m e  th e  su b je c t o f  th e  su n n a  s ta te m e n t. O n e  o f  th e se  s in s  is 

h o m o se x u a lity , w h ic h  th e  Q u r ’a n  a s so c ia te s  w ith  th e  p e o p le  o f  L o t.32 In  

so m e  v e rs io n s  o f  th e  su n n a  s ta te m e n t th is  s in  il lu s tra te s  th e  sy m m e tr ic a l 

su n n a . In  a  tra d itio n  q u o te d  by  A b u  1 -B ak htari S a cid  ib n  F a y ru z  (K u fan , 

d . a h  83 ), H u d h a y fa  d e c la re s : “ N o th in g  h a p p e n e d  a m o n g  th e  C h ild re n  o f  

Is ra e l th a t w ill n o t ta k e  p la c e  a m o n g  yo u  as  w e ll .”  T h e re u p o n  a  m a n  ask s  

H u d h a y fa : “ W ill th e re  b e  a m o n g  us p e o p le  o f  L o t? ” H u d h a y fa  say s: 

“ Y es, th in g s  h a v e  a lre a d y  c o m e  to  th a t .”33 T h e  p e o p le  o f  L o t a re  c o n s i 

d e re d  h e re  a s  b e lo n g in g  to  th e  C h ild re n  o f  Is ra e l, w h ic h  m e a n s  th a t th e  

la t te r  te rm  h a s  g a in e d  an  e x p a n d e d  c o n n o ta t io n  n o t c o n f in e d  to  th e  

p e o p le  o f  M o se s  an d  Je su s  in p a rticu la r .

28 T h is  v e r s io n  is  r e c o r d e d  in  th e  c o m m e n ta r i e s  o n  Q u r ’a n  9 :6 9 .  S e e  B a g h a w i ,  M a -  

ca l im  a l - ta n z i l ,  I I I , 7 9 ; T a b r is i ,  M a j m a c, X , 9 7 .

29 T a b a r a n i ,  K a b ir , X , n o .  9 8 8 2 .  S e e  a l s o  S u y u t i ,  K h a s a ' i s , I I I ,  14; K a n z ,  X I ,  n o . 

3 1 0 8 0 .

30 Ib n  A b i 1 -D u n y a , cU q u b a t ,  n o . 3 1 8 .

31 Ib n  A b i S h a y b a ,  X V , 1 0 6  (n o .  1 9 2 3 4 ) . S e e  a l s o  K a n z ,  X I , n o . 3 1 3 3 5 .  T h e  isn a d :  

S h a d h a n  <— R ib ci ib n  H ira s h  ( K u fa n ,  d . A H  1 0 0 ) « -  H u d h a y fa .

32 Q u r ’ a n  7 :8 1 ;  2 6 :1 6 5 ;  2 7 :5 5 ; '2 9 :2 9 .

33 Ib n  A b i S h a y b a ,  X V , 1 0 2 - 1 0 3  (n o . 1 9 2 2 6 ); K a n z ,  X I , n o . 3 1 3 3 4 .
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A  s im ila r  d is c o u rs e  h as  b e e n  a t ta c h e d  to  th e  a b o v e  v e rs io n  o f  Ib n  

M a scud. O n  h e a r in g  Ib n  M a s cu d ’s su n n a  s ta te m e n t, w h ic h  a g a in  a llu d e s  

to  th e  C h ild re n  o f  Is ra e l, so m e o n e  a sk s  h im : “ W ill th e re  b e  a m o n g s t us 

p e o p le  o f  L o t” ? Ib n  M a scud  say s: “ Y es, th e y  w ill b e  c o n v e rts  to  Is lam  o f  

w e ll-k n o w n  d e s c e n t” (m im m a n  a s la m a  w a - cu rifa  n a s a b u h u ).34

S in s  A g a in s t th e  QurDan

In  m o re  v e rs io n s , th e  Q urDan e m e rg e s  n o t o n ly  as  a li te ra ry  so u rc e  o f  

Is ra e lite  m o d e s  o f  s in , b u t a lso  as  a  fo cu s  o f  th e  s in  its e lf  w h ich  is sh a re d  

by  M u slim s  a n d  Is rae lite s .

T o  b e g in  w ith , a  su n n a  s ta te m e n t is u se d  in  th e  fo llo w in g  tra d itio n  to  

e q u a te  th e  ev il w a y s  o f  th e  Is ra e li te s  w ith  th e  m isb e h a v io u r  o f  M u s lim  

ju d g e s  b e n d in g  th e  ru lin g s  o f  th e  Q u r°an . T h e  tra d i tio n  d e a ls  w ith  S u ra t 

a l-M a 3id a  (5 ) :4 4 , w h ic h  c o n d e m n s  as u n b e lie v e rs  th o se  w h o  d o  n o t ju d g e  

a c c o rd in g  to  G o d ’s re v e a le d  la w .35 T h e  v e rs io n  o f  th e  su n n a  s ta te m e n t 

th a t w as  lin k e d  to  th is  v e rse  is a g a in  H u d h a y fa ’s. T h e  K u fa n  H a m m a m  

ib n  a l-H a rith  a l-N a k h a ci (d . a h  65 ) d e sc r ib e s  a  se s s io n  w ith  H u d h a y fa  in 

w h ich  th e  p a r tic ip a n ts  d isc u ss  th is  Q u rDan ic  p a ssa g e . S o m e o n e  c o m m e n ts  

th a t o n ly  th e  C h ild re n  o f  Is rae l d o  n o t ju d g e  a c c o rd in g  to  G o d ’s re v e a le d  

law , b u t H u d h a y fa  d isa g re e s  a n d  say s  in  irony :

T h e  C h i ld r e n  o f  I s r a e l  c o u ld  b e  s u c h  g o o d  b r o th e r s  t o  y o u ,  i f  o n ly  y o u r  s h a r e  

w a s  s w e e t  a n d  th e i r  s h a r e  w a s  b it te r .  N o , b y  G o d . T h e  w a y  ( s u n n a )  [ o f  th e  M u s 

l im s ]  w il l  e v e n tu a l ly  c o r r e s p o n d  to  th e  w a y  [ o f  th e  C h i ld r e n  o f  I s r a e l ] ,  a s  o n e  

f e a th e r  o f  a n  a r r o w  m a tc h e s  a n o th e r  (h a d h w a  l - q u d h d h a t i  b i - l - q u d h d h a ) .36

S ev e ra l o th e rs  q u o te  th e  sam e  s ta te m e n t o f  H u d h a y fa , o n e  o f  th e m  b e in g  

th e  K u fan  A b u  1 -B ak h ta ri, S a cid  ibn  F a y ru z  (d . a h  8 3), w h o se  v e rs io n  is 

th e  o n e  re c o rd e d  in  th e  c o m m e n ta r ie s  o n  Q u r3a n  5 :4 4 .37 J a b ir  ib n  cA b-

34 M a r w a z i ,  S u n n a ,  n o . 6 3 . T h e  is n a d :  A cm a s h  ( S u l a y m a n  ib n  M ih r a n ,  K u fa n , d . AH 

1 4 8 ) <— Y a h y a  ib n  c U b a y d  a l - B a h r a n i ,  A b u  cU m a r  ( K u f a n )  <— a  m a n  o f  th e  t r ib e  o f  

A s h ja c <— c A b d a l la h  ib n  M a s cu d .

35 .. .w a - m a n  la m  y a h k u m  b i- m a  a n z a la  U a h u fa - u la  ’ik a  h u m u  l- k a fi r u n .

36 M a r w a z i ,  S u n n a ,  n o . 6 5 .

37 cA b d  a l - R a z z a q ,  T a fs ir ,  I, 1 9 1 ; T a b a r i ,  T a fs ir ,  V I ,  1 6 3 - 6 4 ;  S a m a r q a n d i ,  I, 4 3 9 ;  

S u y u t i ,  D u r r ,  II , 2 8 6 .  T h e  is n a d :  S u fy a n  a l- T h a w r i  ( K u f a n ,  d . AH 1 6 1 ) <— H a b ib  ib n  A b i
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d a lla h  (M e d in a n  C o m p a n io n , d . A H  7 7 ) q u o te s  a n o th e r  s im ila r  v e rs io n ,38 

a n d  so  d o e s  R ib ci ib n  H ira sh . T h e  la tte r  q u o te s  H u d h a y fa  o n ly  in  an  

a b r id g e d  v e rs io n , w ith o u t  re fe r r in g  to  th e  Q u r3a n ic  v e r s e .39 U n fo r tu 

n a te ly , th e  so u rce  in w h ic h  th is  v e rs io n  a p p e a rs  c o n ta in s  a d is to r te d  fo rm  

o f  th e  tra d i t io n ,40 w h ic h  le d  G o ite in  to  o b s e rv e  th a t “ th e  M u s lim s  re 

g a rd e d  th o se  B a n u  I s r a 'i l  a s  th e ir  b ro th e rs .”41 O u r  so u rc e s  c e r ta in ly  say  

n o th in g  o f  th e  so rt. R a th e r , th e y  la m e n t th e  s im ila r i ty  o f  I s ra e li te  an d  

I s la m ic  s in , w h ic h  v it ia te s  th e  d is tin g u is h e d  s ta tu s  o f  th e  Is la m ic  c o m 

m u n ity  am o n g  th e  n a tio n s .

Q a d a ris

A  m a jo r  ca se  o f  d is s e n s io n  rev o lv in g  a ro u n d  th e  Q u r3a n  is re p re se n te d  by 

th o se  d isc u ss in g  q a d a r . T h is  is a  Q u C a n ic  te rm  th a t m e a n s  “ d e s tin y ” o r  

“d e c re e ” , a n d  th o se  w h o  q u e s tio n e d  it a re  u su a lly  k n o w n  a s  Q a d a r is .42 

T h e ir  sce p tic a l d is c u s s io n s  o f  th e  n o tio n  o f  p re d e s tin a tio n  w ere  p e rce iv ed  

by  th e ir  o p p o n e n ts  a s  q u e s tio n in g  th e  m o s t e s se n tia l fo u n d a tio n s  o f  th e  

Q u r3an , an d  th is  n e g a t iv e  a tti tu d e  to w a rd s  th e m  c o m e s  o u t c le a r ly  in  a 

s ta te m e n t a t tr ib u te d  to  a l-H a sa n  a l-B asri. In a  tra d itio n  re c o rd e d  by  cA bd  

a l-R a z z a q , a l-H a s a n  say s  th a t he  w h o  d e n ie s  q a d a r  d e n ie s  th e  Q u r ’an 

(m a n  k a d h d h a b a  b i- l-q a d a r i fa - q a d  ka d h d h a b a  b i- l-Q u r°a n ) .43

Q a d a r ism  w a s  p re v a le n t  a m o n g  th e  K h a w a rij  in  B a s ra ,44 a n d  th e  

sp re a d  o f  su ch  v ie w s  th e re  is e x p la in e d  a s  th e  re su lt  o f  C h ris tia n  in f lu 

en ce . T h u s , D a w u d  ib n  A b i H in d  (B a sra n , d. a h  139) d e c la re s  th a t Q a d a 

r ism  o n ly  s p re a d  in  B a s ra  w h e n  C h r is tia n  c o n v e r ts  to  Is la m  b e c a m e

T h a b i t  (K u fa n , d . AH 1 1 9 ) <— A b u  1 -B a k h ta r i <— H u d h a y fa .

38 H u w w a r i ,  I, 4 7 3 - 7 4 .

39 A b u  N u ca y m , H ily a ,  I I I , 5 0 .

40 P r in te d :  k a n a t  f i h i m  a l - m u r r a  (“ th e  b i t t e r  s h a r e  w a s  t h e i r s ” ) in s te a d  o f :  la w  k a n a t  

f i h i m  a l - m u r r a  ( “ i f  o n ly  th e  b i t te r  s h a r e  w a s  th e i r s ” ).

41 S .D . G o ite in ,  " B a n u  I s r a e l ”, E l 2 ( p a g e  1 0 2 1 b ).

42 S e e  o n  th e m , J . V a n  E s s ,  “ K a d a r iy y a ” , £ / 2 , a n d  th e  b ib l io g r a p h y  th e r e in .  A ls o  

C o o k , D o g m a ,  1 1 7 - 5 8 .  O n  th e  te r m  s e e  a ls o  W a tt ,  F o r m a t iv e  P e r io d ,  1 1 6 - 1 8 .

43 cA b d  a l - R a z z a q ,  M u s a n n a f ,  X I , n o . 2 0 0 8 5 .  S e e  a ls o  Ib n  B a t t a ,  I b a n a :  Q a d a r ,  II, 

n o . 1 6 6 6 .

44 O n  th is  s e e  W a tt ,  F o r m a t iv e  P e r io d ,  8 8 . O n  th e  Q a d a r iy y a  a n d  B a s ra  s e e  a l s o  V a n  

E s s ,  Z w is c h e n  H a d i t  u n d  T h e o lo g ie ,  6 1 - 6 4 ;  id e m , T h e o lo g ie  u n d  G e s e l l s c h a f t ,  I, 2 3 .
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n u m e ro u s  th e re .45 T h e  sa m e  w as s ta te d  b y  Z iy a d  ib n  Y a h y a  a l-H a ssa n i 

a l-N u k ri (d . A H  2 S 4 ).46

T h e  C h ris tia n  s tig m a  o f  Q a d a rism , to g e th e r  w ith  th e  o b se ss iv e  Q ad ari 

d is c u s s io n s  o f  Q u r ia n ic  d o g m a s , led  to  th e  c irc u la t io n  o f  tra d itio n s  a c 

c u s in g  th e m  o f  in tro d u c in g  C h r is t ia n  a n d  J e w is h  h e re t ic a l  n o rm s  in to  

Is lam . S o m e  su c h  a c c u sa tio n s  a re  a t tr ib u te d  to  0A ll ib n  A b i T a lib , w h o  in 

o n e  su c h  a rg u m e n t s ta te s  th a t th e  Q a d a r is  a re  p a r t (ta r a f ) o f  C h r is t ia n 

ity .47 In  a n o th e r , h e  say s  th a t  n e ith e r  n ig h ts  n o r  d a y s  a re  m o re  s im ila r  to  

o n e  a n o th e r  th an  Q a d a r is  to  C h ris tia n s  a n d  M u r jP is  to  J e w s .48 Ib n  c A b 

b as  to o  w as  c re d ite d  w ith  an  a n ti-Q a d a ri s ta te m e n t in  w h ic h  h e  say s  th a t 

th e  Q a d a r is  a re  p a r t a n d  p a rc e l (s h iq q a ) o f  C h r is t ia n ity .49 T h e  S y ria n  

M ak h u l (d . a h  112) a lso  re p o r te d ly  s ta te d  th a t th e  Q a d a r is  a re  th e  C h r is 

t ian s  an d  th e  M a g ia n s  (M a ju s) o f  th is  u m m a ,i0 a n d  th e re  is a  s ta te m e n t o f  

th e  K u fa n  S a cid  ib n  J u b a y r  (d . AH 9 5 ) to  th e  e f fe c t  th a t th e  Q a d a ris  a re  

Je w s .51 T o  M u ja h id  ib n  J a b r  (M e c c a n , d . a h  1 04) is a t tr ib u te d  th e  s ta te 

m e n t th a t th e  Q a d a ris  a re  th e  M a g ia n s  an d  Je w s  o f  th is  c o m m u n ity .52 T h e  

M u r jP a  to o  a re  a g a in  d e n o u n c e d  as  J e w s ,53 a n d  s im ila r  s ta te m e n ts  a re  

a ttr ib u te d  to  th e  P ro p h e t. O n e  o f  th e m  is by  Ib n  c A b b as , w h o  is q u o te d  by  

h is  m a w la  cIk r im a  (M e d in a n , d . AH 105). H e re  th e  P ro p h e t w a rn s  th e  

M u s lim s  a g a in s t h o ld in g  d e b a te s  on  q a d a r ,  b e c a u se  th is  k in d  o f  d e l ib 

e ra tio n  is a  b ra n c h  (s h u cb a ) o f  C h r is tia n ity .54 T h e  sam e  is sa id  a b o u t the  

M u r jP a .55 In  a n o th e r  M e c c a n  tra d itio n , th e  P ro p h e t p re d ic ts  th e  e m e r 

45 Ib n  B a tta ,  I b a n a :  Q a d a r ,  II , n o . 1 9 5 9 .

46 I b id . ,  I I , n o . 1 7 9 3 .

47 Ib id . ,  II , n o . 1 5 7 7 .

48 I b id . ,  II , n o . 1 5 7 8 .

49 I b id . ,  I I , n o . 1 5 4 6 .

50 I b id . ,  II , n o . 1 7 8 0 .

51 L a l ik a ’ i, II , n o . 1 2 6 7 .

52 F ir y a b i ,  Q a d a r ,  n o . 2 4 0 .

53 R a b ic ib n  H a b ib ,  S a h ih ,  n o . 9 4 4 ;  Ib n  S h a d h a n ,  i d a h ,  2 1 ; Ib n  S h a h in ,  M a d h a h ib  a h l  

a l- s u n n a ,  n o .  12 ; L a l i k a ’i, I I I ,  n o s .  1 8 0 9 , 1 8 1 5 .

54 Ib n  A b i cA s im , S u n n a ,  n o . 3 3 2 ;  T a b a r a n i ,  K a b ir ,  X I ,  n o .  1 1 6 8 0 ; L a l i k a ’ i, I I , n o . 

1 1 2 8 ; M a j m a c a l - z a w a : id , V I I ,  2 0 5 . S e e  a ls o  V a n  E s s ,  Z w is c h e n  H a d i t  u n d  T h e o lo g ie ,  

129 .

55 L a l i k a 3!, I l l ,  n o .  1 8 0 1 . C f .  G o ld z ih e r ,  “ L e  d e n o m b r e m e n t  d e s  s e c t e s  m o h a m d -  

t a n e s ” , 1 3 6 - 3 7 .  O n  a  p o s s ib le  C h r i s t i a n  ( S y r ia n )  in f lu e n c e  o n  th e  M u r j P a  s e e  C o o k ,
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g e n c e  o f  p e o p le  w h o  w ill d e n y  th a t  G o d  d e c re e d  th e  s in s  o f  m a n , an d  

d e c la re s  th a t th e y  w ill h a v e  b o rro w e d  th e ir  v ie w s  fro m  th e  C h ris tia n s .56

D u e  to  th e  p re su m e d  Is ra e li te  n a tu re  o f  th e ir  o r ie n ta tio n , th e  Q a d a ris  

b e c a m e  a  ta rg e t at w h ic h  th e  su n n a  s ta te m e n t w as  e v e n tu a lly  a im ed . T h is  

is th e  c a se  in  so m e  S y ria n  v e rs io n s . F o r  in s ta n c e , th e  S y ria n  a l-S u n a b ih i 

(°A b d  a l-R a h m a n  ib n  cU sa y la )  m e n tio n s  th e  Q a d a r is  in  a  su n n a  s ta te 

m e n t h e  q u o te s  f ro m  H u d h a y fa , w h ic h  p re d ic ts  th a t th e  M u s lim s  w ill 

u n d o  th e  b o n d s  o f  Is la m  o n e  b y  o n e , in  p re c ise  sy m m e try  to  “ th o se  b e 

fo re  y o u ” . T h e  p ro c e s s  w ill s ta r t w ith  th e  d is a p p e a ra n c e  o f  h u m ility  an d  

w ill c u lm in a te  in  th e  e m e rg e n c e  o f  a  g ro u p  o f  p e o p le  c la im in g  th a t th e re  

a re  n o  m u n d fiq u n  (“ h y p o c r ite s ” ) in  th e  Is la m ic  u m m a ,  an d  th a t th e  Is 

la m ic  m a n n e r  o f  p ra y in g  f iv e  t im e s  a  d a y  ( in s te a d  o f  tw o — U .R .)  is n o t 

th e  o n e  o rd e re d  by  th e  P ro p h e t (i.e . th e  Q u r3an ). T h e  p e o p le  h o ld in g  th is  

o p in io n  a re  th o se  w h o  d e n y  q a d a r,  a n d  th e y  a re  th e  a c c o m p lic e s  o f  th e  

D a jja l (A n tic h r is t) .57 T h e re  is o n e  m o re  s im ila r  v e rs io n  o f  th is  s ta te m e n t 

by  H u d h a y fa , w ith  a d if fe re n t is n a d  an d  w ith o u t an  e x p lic it  m e n tio n  o f  

th e  Q a d a r is .58 In  fac t, th e re  a re  fu r th e r  tra d itio n s  p re d ic tin g  th a t th e  M u s 

lim s  w ill u n d o  th e  b o n d s  o f  Is la m  o n e  by  o n e  w ith o u t b la m in g  it o n  an y  

sp e c if ic  Is la m ic  g ro u p .59

A n o th e r  M e d in a n /S y r ia n  a n t i-Q a d a r i v e rs io n  o f  th e  su n n a  s ta te m e n t 

w as p u t in to  c irc u la tio n , a n d  it to o  re fe rs  to  “ th o se  b e fo re  y o u ” , w h o  are  

th is  tim e  id e n tif ie d  as  th e  P e o p le  o f  th e  B o o k . T h e  P ro p h e t is h e re  q u o te d  

by  th e  M e d in a n  C o m p a n io n  S h a d d a d  ib n  A w s (d . A H  5 8 ):60

D o g m a ,  1 57.

56 T a b a r a n i ,  K a b ir ,  X I ,  n o .  1 1 1 7 9 ; M a j m a c a l - z a w a d d ,  V I I ,  2 0 8 .  T h e  is n a d :  cA m r  

ib n  D in a r  ( M e c c a n ,  d . A H  1 2 6 ) «— cA b d  a l - R a h m a n  ib n  S a b i t  ( M e c c a n  S u c c e s s o r )  <— 

P ro p h e t .

57 A ju r r i ,  S h a r i ca ,  2 2 - 2 3  (n o . 3 3 ) .  T h e  is n a d :  Y u n u s  ib n  Y a z id  ( E g y p t ia n ,  d . AH 1 5 9 ) 

<— a l- Z u h r i  ( M e d in a n ,  d . AH 1 2 4 ) <— a l - S u n a b ih i  <— H u d h a y f a .  C f . D a n i,  F ita n ,  I I I , n o s . 

2 2 5 , 2 7 3 , 2 7 4 .

58 M u s ta d r a k ,  IV , 4 6 9 ;  D a n i ,  F ita n ,  I I I ,  n o . 2 7 1 ;  Ib n  B a t ta ,  I b a n a :  im a n ,  I, n o . 8 ; II, 

n o s . 7 1 6 , 1 2 6 0 .

59 E .g .  Ib n  A b i  1 -D u n y a , cU q u b a t ,  n o s .  3 4 ,  2 9 4 ;  Ib n  H ib b a n ,  S a h ih ,  X V , n o . 6 7 1 5 ,  

(w ith  f u r th e r  r e f e r e n c e s  p r o v id e d  b y  th e  e d i to r ) ;  B a y h a q i ,  S h u ca b ,  V I ,  n o . 7 5 2 4 .

60 M a r w a z i ,  S u n n a ,  n o .  4 9 ;  A h m a d ,  M u s n a d ,  IV , 1 2 5 ; T a b a r a n i ,  K a b ir ,  V I I ,  n o . 

7 1 4 0 .  A n d  s e e  a l s o  K a n z ,  X I ,  n o .  3 1 0 8 2 .  C f .  A ju r r i ,  S h a r i ca ,  2 2  (n o .  3 2 ) ;  Ib n  Q a n ic , 

S a h a b a ,  I, n o . 4 1 4 ;  Ib n  B a t ta ,  I b a n a :  I m a n ,  II , n o . 7 0 9 , w i th o u t  th e  w o r d s  “ p e o p le  o f  th e
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T h e  e v i l  o n e s  (s h i r a r ) o f  th is  c o m m u n i ty  w il l  b e  in d u c e d  to  fo l lo w  th e  w a y s  o f  

th e  P e o p le  o f  th e  B o o k  w h o  w e r e  b e f o r e  t h e m ,  a s  o n e  f e a t h e r  o f  a n  a r r o w  

m a tc h e s  a n o th e r .

T h e  title  “ e v il o n e s ” (sh ira r ) is u su a lly  a tta c h e d  to  h e re tic a l g ro u p s , su ch  

as  th e  K h a w a rij61 o r  th e  Q ad a ris . A s fo r  th e  la tte r , th e  P ro p h e t d e c la re s  in 

a  M e d in a n  tra d itio n  th a t  d e b a tin g  q a d a r  h a s  b e e n  p o s tp o n e d  ti ll th e  en d  

o f  d ay s , b e in g  re se rv e d  fo r  th e  “ e v il o n e s ” (sh ira r ) o f  th e  Is la m ic  c o m 

m u n ity . T h e  P ro p h e t a d d s  th a t  d is p u te s  o v e r  th e  Q u r 3a n  a re  d is b e l ie f  

(ku fr ) .62 In  th e  p re se n t tra d itio n  o f  S h a d d a d  ib n  A w s to o  th is  ti tle  seem s  

to  s ta n d  fo r  th e  Q a d a r is .63 H o w e v e r , in  a n o th e r  M e d in a n  v e rs io n  o f  th e  

sa m e  C o m p a n io n  th e re  is n o  e x p l ic i t  r e fe re n c e  to  th e  e v i l  o n e s ; th e  

P ro p h e t m e re ly  s ta te s  th a t th e  M u s lim s  w ill fo llo w  th e  w a y s  o f  th e  P e o 

p le  o f  th e  B o o k .64

Im i t a t e d  M o v em e n t s

T h e re  a re  a lso  v e rs io n s  in  w h ic h  th e  d e v ia t io n  o f  th e  M u s lim s  to  th e  

su n n a  o f  th e  p re v io u s  c o m m u n itie s  is d e sc r ib e d  w ith  s im ile s  o f  im ita tio n . 

M o st o f  th e  la tte r  v e rs io n s  a re  o f  M e d in a n  p ro v e n a n c e , a n d  th e y  seem  to  

p re se rv e  A ra b ia n  p re -Is la m ic  a n ti-J e w ish  b ia se s . T h e  s im ile s  o f  im ita tio n  

a re  d e r iv e d  fro m  m o v in g  p a r ts  o f  th e  b o d y , w h ic h  fu n c tio n  a lso  as  n am es  

o f  m e a su re m e n ts , e a c h  o f  th e m  s ig n ify in g  a  c e r ta in  p a r t  o f  th e  h a n d . 

T h e y  a re  s h ib r  ( “ s p a n ” ), d h ir a c ( “c u b i t” ), a n d  b d c ( “ fa th o m ” ). T h e se  

s im ile s  a re  o f te n  c o u p le d  w ith  a  sp e c if ic  in s ta n c e  o f  b lin d  im ita tio n  o f  a 

fo o lish  an d  h a z a rd o u s  ac t, n a m e ly , e n te r in g  (o n e ’s h a n d  in to ) th e  d e n  o f  a

b o o k ” . T h e  is n a d :  S h a h r  ib n  H a w s h a b  ( S y r ia n ,  d .  AH 1 0 0 )  <— cA b d  a l - R a h m a n  ib n  

G h a n m  ( S y r ia n ,  d . AH 7 8 )  <— S h a d d a d  ib n  A w s  <— P ro p h e t .

61 E .g .  B u k h a r i ,  S a h ih ,  IX , 2 0  (8 8 :6 ) ;  Ib n  M a ja ,  I , n o .  1 7 0  (M u q a d d im a , 1 2 ); M u s 

ta d r a k ,  11, 1 4 7 ; K a s h f  a l - a s ta r ,  I I , n o . 1 8 5 7 .

62 Ib n  A b i cA s im , S u n n a ,  n o .  3 5 0 ;  T a b a r a n i ,  A w s a t ,  V I ,  n o .  5 9 0 5 ;  M a j m a c a l - z a -  

w a Jid ,  V I I ,  2 0 2 .  T h e  is n a d :  a l - Z u h r i  ( M e d in a n ,  d . AH 1 2 4 ) <— S a cid  ib n  a l - M u s a y y a b  

( M e d in a n ,  d . AH 9 4 )  <— A b u  H u r a y r a  <— P r o p h e t .  F o r  a n o th e r  t r a d i t io n  s e e  L a l ik a r i ,  II , 

n o . 1 1 1 7 .

63 F o r  o th e r  c o n te x t s  o f  s h i r a r  c f .  Ib n  c A b d  a l- B a r r ,  T a m h id ,  X X IV , 2 6 2 - 6 3 .

64 Ib n  B a t ta ,  I b a n a : I m a n ,  1, n o . 2 . T h e  is n a d :  M a h m u d  ib n  a l - R a b i c ( A n s a r i  M c d i-  

n a n , d . AH 9 9 )  <— S h a d d a d  ib n  A w s  <— P ro p h e t .
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liz a rd  (d a h h ). T h e  re fe re n c e  to  th e  l iz a rd  s e e m s  to  e c h o  th e  a n c ie n t 

A rab ian  b e lie f  th a t th is  a n im a l is a  m e ta m o rp h o se d  Is ra e lite .65

T h e  a p p e a ra n c e  o f  th e  l iz a rd  in  th e  su n n a  s ta te m e n t p ro v id e s  th is  

s ta te m e n t w ith  an  e x p lic it  n e g a tiv e  s ig n if ic a n c e , u n lik e  th e  ab o v e  s im ile s  

o f  sy m m e try  w h ic h  a re  in itia lly  n e u tra l an d  c o u ld  a lso  s ig n ify  a  sy m m e t 

r ica l p o s itiv e  su n n a .

Im ita tio n  + S y m m e try

In  m o s t o f  th e  M e d in a n  v e rs io n s , th e  p re v io u s  c o m m u n itie s  a re  re fe rre d  

to  as  “ th o se  b e fo re  y o u ” . In  o n e  su c h  a c c o u n t, th e  p a t te rn  o f  im ita te d  

m o v e m e n t is  c o m b in e d  w ith  th e  s im ile s  o f  s y m m e tr ic a l  fo rm s . T h is  

v e rs io n  w as  c irc u la te d  th ro u g h  th e  C o m p a n io n  cA m r ib n  cA w f  a l-M u z a -  

n i, a n d  in it th e  P ro p h e t d e c la re s :66

. . . Y o u  w il l  f o l lo w  th e  w a y s  o f  th o s e  b e f o r e  y o u  a s  o n e  s o l e  m a tc h e s  a n o th e r ,  

a n d  y o u  w ill  b e h a v e  a s  th e y  d id  ( w a - la - ta 1 k h u d h u n n a  m i th la  m a T h a d h ih im ) ,  b e  

it a  s h ib r  b y  s h ib r ,  o r  a  d h i r a c b y  d h i r a c o r  a  b a c b y  b d c. I f  th e y  e n te r  th e  h o le  o f  

a  l iz a rd ,  y o u  w ill  s u r e ly  fo l lo w  th e m  in to  it.

T h e  tra d itio n  o f  °A m r ib n  cA w f  is a lso  a v a ila b le  in  a n  e x p a n d e d  v e rs io n  

th a t in c lu d es  th e  f i r a q  tra d itio n .67

A b u  H u ra y ra

M o st p re v a le n t a re  th e  M e d in a n  v e rs io n s , all o f  th e m  p ro p h e tic , w h ic h  

w e re  c irc u la te d  o n  th e  a u th o rity  o f  th e  C o m p a n io n  A b u  H u ra y ra . In  o n e  

o f  th e se , A b u  H u ra y ra  is q u o te d  by  A b u  A sid  a l-B a rra d . H e re  th e  P ro p h e t 

d ec la res :

B y  H im  in  W h o s e  h a n d  is  m y  s o u l ,  y o u  w ill  f o l lo w  th e  w a y s  ( s u n a n / 's a n a n )  o f  

th o s e  b e f o r e  y o u ,  a  s h ib r  b y  s h ib r  a n d  a  d h i r a c b y  d h i r a c, a n d  i f  th e y  e n te r  th e  

h o le  o f  a  l iz a rd ,  y o u  w ill  s u r e ly  fo l lo w  th e m  in to  i t .68

65 S e e  b e lo w , E x c u r s u s  A .

66 M a r w a z i ,  S u n n a ,  n o . 4 2 ;  A ju r r i ,  S h a r i ca ,  2 2  (n o .  3 1 ) .

67 Ib n  A b i cA s im , S u n n a ,  n o .  4 5 ;  T a b a r a n i ,  K a b ir ,  X V I I ,  n o .  3 ; M u s ta d r a k ,  I, 1 2 9 ; 

M a j m a c a l - z a w a ’ id , V I I ,  2 6 2 - 6 3  (T a b a r a n i ) ;  S u y u t i ,  K h a s a ^ is ,  I I I ,  14.

68 M a r w a z i ,  S u n n a ,  n o . 4 7 ;  A h m a d ,  M u s n a d ,  I I , 5 1 1 . T h e  is n a d :  S u la y m a n  ib n  B ila l
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A s im ila r  v e rs io n  is q u o te d  fro m  A b u  H u ra y ra  by  th e  M e d in a n  A b u  S a cid 

a l-M a q b u ri (K a y sa n , d . A H  10 0).69

A  v e rs io n  tra c e d  b a c k  to  th e  P ro p h e t th ro u g h  th e  C o m p a n io n  A b u  Sa- 

cid  a l-K h u d r i u se s  th e  d e s ig n a tio n  “ C h ild re n  o f  I s ra e l” .70 T h is  p a r tic u la r  

v e rs io n  is q u o te d  fro m  A b u  S a cid  b y  Z a y d  ib n  A s la m  (M e d in a n , d . A H  

136), b u t in  so m e  s o u rc e s  an  u n n a m e d  tra d i t io n is t  (r a ju l ) a p p e a rs  b e 

tw een  A b u  S a° id  a n d  Z a y d .71

Q u r°a n ic  S in s

S o m e  o f  th e  v e rs io n s  o f  th e  ty p e  o f  im ita tio n  re fe r  to  sp e c if ic  k in d s  o f  

Q u rDa n ic  s in s . S u ra t a l-T a w b a  (9 ) :6 9  s ta te s  th a t “ th o se  b e fo re  y o u ” (a l - 

la d h in a  m in  q a b lik u m )  w e re  m ig h tie r  an d  w e a lth ie r  th a n  th e  c o n te m p o 

ra rie s  o f  th e  Q u r Da n ic  p ro p h e t,  a n d  to o k  p le a su re  in th e ir  sh a re , lik e  th e  

c o n te m p o ra r ie s  h a v e  d o n e  ( i.e . in d u lg e d  in  d is b e l ie f ) ,  y e t “ th e ir  w o rk s  

h av e  fa ile d  in  th is  w o r ld  a n d  in  th e  w o rld  to  c o m e .” T h e  e x e g e te s  p e r 

c e iv e d  th is  p a s s a g e  a s  a  w a rn in g  to  th e  b e lie v e rs  o f  th e  fa te  o f  “ th o se  

b e fo re  y o u ”  w h o  in d u lg e d  in  s in fu l d e e d s . T o  c o n f irm  th is  m e a n in g , th ey  

a d d u c e d  a  su n n a  s ta te m e n t. A l-T a b a r i  re c o rd e d  in  h is  c o m m e n ta ry  on  

th is  v e rse  a  M e d in a n  tra d itio n  o f  Ib n  c A b b as , w h o  is q u o te d  b y  cIk rim a . 

In it Ib n  c A b b a s  e x p la in s  th a t  “ th o s e  b e fo re  y o u ”  a re  th e  C h ild re n  o f  

Israe l; h e  th en  ad d s: “ W e  a re  lik e  th e m ” , an d  d ec la re s :

I s w e a r  b y  H im  W h o  h o ld s  m y  s o u l in  H is  h a n d — y o u  w ill  f o l lo w  th e m  ( i .e .  th e  

C h i ld r e n  o f  I s r a e l) ,  a n d  i f  o n e  o f  th e m  e n te r s  th e  h o le  o f  a  l iz a rd ,  y o u  w il l  s u r e ly  

fo l lo w  h im  in to  i t .72

a l- T a y m i ( M e d in a n ,  d . A H  1 7 2 ) <— I b r a h im  ib n  A b i A s id  a l - B a r r a d  <— h is  f a th e r  <— A b u  

H u ra y ra  <— P ro p h e t .

69 Ib n  B a t ta ,  Ib a n a :  I m a n ,  I I , n o . 7 1 2 .  T h e  is n a d :  M u h a m m a d  ib n  Z a y d  ( p r in te d :  Z i-  

y a d )  ib n  a l - M u h a j i r  a l - Q u r a s h i  (M e d in a n )  <— A b u  S a cid  <— A b u  H u r a y r a  <— P ro p h e t .

70 cA b d  a l- R a z z a q ,  T a fs ir ,  I, 2 3 5 .

71 I d e m , M u s a n n a f  X I ,  n o . 2 0 7 6 4 ;  A h m a d ,  M u s n a d ,  I I I ,  9 4 ;  Ib n  B a t ta ,  I b a n a :  I m a n ,  

II , n o . 7 1 1 . C f . Ib n  A b i cA s im , S u n n a ,  n o . 7 5 .

72 T a b a r i ,  T a fs ir ,  X , 1 2 1 - 2 2  ( 9 :6 9 ) .  T h e  i s n a d :  Ib n  J u r a y j  ( ‘ A b d a lm a l ik  ib n  cA b d  a l-  

cA z iz )  ( M e c c a n ,  d . A H  1 5 0 ) <— cU m a r  ib n  cA ta 3 ib n  W a r a z  ( H i j a z i )  <— c Ik r im a  <— Ib n  

c A b b a s .  S e e  a ls o  Ib n  K a th ir ,  T a fs ir ,  II , 3 6 8 . S h ici T a fs ir :  T u s i ,  T a b y a n ,  V , 2 5 5 ; T a b r is i ,  

M a jm a c, X , 9 7 .
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A  v e rs io n  o f  A b u  H u ra y ra  a lso  lin k s  th e  su n n a  s ta te m e n t to  th e  sam e  

QurDanic p a ssa g e . In  th is  p a r tic u la r  v e rs io n , th e  liz a rd  m o t if  sh if ts  to  th a t 

o f  a  m o u se , w h ic h  is a n o th e r  m e ta m o rp h o se d  Is ra e li te .73 In  th is  v e rs io n , 

re c o rd e d  b y  S a y f  ib n  cU m a r  (d . a h  180), A b u  H u ra y ra  n o t o n ly  q u o te s  

th e  su n n a  s ta te m e n t o f  th e  P ro p h e t, b u t a lso  re c ite s  o u r  Q u rDan ic  v e rse . 

A b u  H u ra y ra  is a g a in  q u o te d  b y  A b u  S a cid  a l-M a q b u ri.74

S o m e  v e rs io n s  p e r ta in  to  a  w id e r  sc o p e  o f  s in s  w h ic h  a re  n o t m e n 

tio n e d  in  th e  Q u r ’an . T h e  s in s  a re  o f  se x u a l im m o ra lity , as  th e y  a re  a lso  

in th e  a b o v e  Iraq i v e rs io n s  o f  th e  sy m m e try  ty p e . S u ch  a  s in  is m e n tio n e d  

in  a  v e rs io n  th a t  w a s  c irc u la te d  o n  th e  a u th o rity  o f  Ib n  c A b b a s , a g a in  

th ro u g h  cIk rim a . Ib n  c A b b a s  m a k e s  h is  s ta te m e n t o n  th e  a u th o rity  o f  th e  

P ro p h e t:75

Y o u  w ill  f o l lo w  th e  w a y s  o f  th o s e  b e f o r e  y o u ,  a  s h i b r  b y  s h ib r  a n d  a  d h i r d c b y  

d h i r a c a n d  a  b d c b y  b a c, a n d  i f  o n e  o f  th e m  e n te r s  th e  h o le  o f  a  l i z a r d ,  y o u  w ill  

s u r e ly  f o l lo w  h im  in to  it; a n d  i f  o n e  o f  th e m  h a s  in te r c o u r s e  w ith  h is  o w n  m o th e r  

in  th e  s t r e e t ,  y o u  w ill  s u r e ly  d o  th e  s a m e .

A c tu a lisa tio n :  J e w s  a n d  C h r is tia n s

In  th e  m a jo r ity  o f  th e  M e d in a n  v e rs io n s , th e  d e s ig n a t io n  “ th o se  b e fo re  

y o u ” is fo llo w e d  b y  a  fu r th e r  d e f in itio n  th a t p o in ts  to  th e  c o n te m p o ra ry  

n a tio n s  as  th e  o r ig in  o f  th e  su n n a  im ita te d  b y  th e  M u s lim s . T h is  d e f in i 

tio n  e x p a n d s  th e  s c o p e  o f  th e  su n n a  s ta te m e n t to  e v e ry th in g  th a t w as  

re g a rd e d  as  c o m in g  fro m  a  n o n -Is la m ic  m ilieu .

S u ch  a  c o n te m p o ra ry  re d e f in itio n  o f  th e  ev il su n n a  is p ro v id e d , to  b e 

g in  w ith , in  a n  e x p a n d e d  v e rs io n  o f  th e  a b o v e  tra d itio n  o f  A b u  S a° id  a l- 

K h u d ri, w h ic h  th is  t im e  d e a ls  w ith  “ th o se  b e fo re  y o u ” . T h e  su n n a  s ta te 

m e n t a b o u t th e m  is n o w  fo llo w e d  b y  a n  a d d itio n a l p a s s a g e  c o n ta in in g  a  

d ia lo g u e  b e tw e e n  th e  P ro p h e t a n d  th e  a u d ie n c e  c o n c e rn in g  th e  id e n tity  o f

73 S e e  b e lo w , E x c u r s u s  A .

74 S a y f  ib n  cU m a r ,  131 (n o . 1 3 1 ) . T h e  i s n a d : cA b d a lI a h  ib n  S a cid  a l - M a q b u r i  ( M e 

d in a n )  <— A b u  S a cid  a l - M a q b u r i  <— A b u  H u ra y ra  <— P ro p h e t .

75 M a r w a z i ,  S u n n a ,  n o . 4 3 ;  K a s h f  a l - a s td r ,  IV , 9 8  (n o . 3 2 8 5 ) ;  M u s ta d r a k ,  IV , 4 5 5  

( p r in te d :  im r a ’a ta h u ) .  T h e  is n a d :  T h a w r  ib n  Y a z id  ( H im s i ,  d . A H  1 5 3 ) a n d  M u s a  ib n  

M a y s a r a  a l - D i l i  ( M e d in a n )  <— c I k r im a  Ib n  c A b b a s  <— P r o p h e t .  S e e  a ls o  S u y u t i ,  K h a -  

s a Jis , I I I , 14; K a n z ,  X I , n o . 3 0 9 2 4 ; A lb a n i ,  S i ls i la ,  S a h ih a ,  I I I , n o . 1 3 4 8 .
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“ th o se  b e fo re  y o u ” . T h is  v e rs io n  is c irc u la te d  w ith  a  m o re  sp e c if ic  isn a d , 

in  w h ich  th e  r a ju l  is re p la c e d  by  cA ta D ib n  Y a sa r  (M e d in a n  s to ry te lle r , d. 

a h  103). T h e  tra d itio n  s ta rts  w ith  th e  d e c la ra tio n  o f  th e  P ro p h e t a b o u t the  

p re c ise  im ita tio n  o f  th e  e v il  su n n a  o f  “ th o se  b e fo re  y o u ” , a n d  th e n  th e  

p e o p le  p o se  th is  q u e s tio n  to  th e  P ro p h e t: “ A re  th e y  th e  J e w s  a n d  th e  

C h ris tia n s? ” T h e  P ro p h e t a n sw e rs  im m e d ia te ly : “ W h o  e lse  c o u ld  th e y  be  

( fa -m a n ) \  ”

T h is  v e rs io n , in  w h ic h  “ th o se  b e fo re  y o u ”  a re  re d e f in e d  as  Je w s  an d  

C h ris tian s , w as  re c o rd e d  in  se v e ra l h a d ith  c o m p ila tio n s ,76 in c lu d in g  so m e 

o f  th e  c a n o n ic a l o n e s .77 T h e  e x p lic it  a n ti-J e w ish /C h r is tia n  m e ssa g e  o f  the  

s ta te m e n t g a in e d  fo r  it th e  n e c e ssa ry  a u th o rity  in  th e  e y e s  o f  th e  c o m p il 

ers . I t a lso  a p p e a rs  in  c o m m e n ta r ie s  o n  Q u r°a n  3 :1 0 5 , w h ich  p ro h ib its  th e  

b e lie v e rs  to  b e c o m e  lik e  th o s e  w h o  b e c a m e  d iv id e d ;78 in  th is  c a s e , th e  

a s s im ila tio n  w ith  th e  J e w s  a n d  th e  C h r is t ia n s  as  im p lie d  b y  th e  su n n a  

s ta te m e n t a g a in  p e r ta in s  to  in n e r  d iv is io n . S im ila r  a c c o u n ts  w ere  c irc u 

la te d  o n  th e  a u th o r i ty  o f  th e  C o m p a n io n s  c A b d a lla h  ib n  cA m r ib n  a l-  

cA s79 a n d  A b u  H u ra y ra .80 T h e  v e rs io n  o f  th e  la t te r  w a s  c irc u la te d  by  

se v e ra l S u c c e sso rs , a n d  in  th e  o n e  c irc u la te d  b y  S a cid  ib n  A b i S a° id  al- 

M a q b u r i (M e d in a n , d . A H  1 2 3 ), “ th o s e  b e fo re  y o u ”  a re  id e n tif ie d  as  

“P e o p le  o f  th e  B o o k ” .81 T h e re  is a lso  a n  id e n tic a l v e rs io n  (a g a in , w ith

76 M a r w a z i ,  S u n n a ,  n o . 4 1 ;  Ib n  A b i  c A s im ,  S u n n a ,  n o .  7 4 ;  T a y a l i s i ,  M u s n a d ,  n o . 

2 1 7 8 ;  A h m a d ,  M u s n a d ,  I I I ,  8 4 ,  8 9 ;  Ib n  H ib b a n ,  S a h ih ,  X V , n o . 6 7 0 3 ;  B a g h a w i ,  M a -  

ca l im  a l- ta n z i l ,  I I I , 7 9  (o n  Q u r ’a n  9 :6 9 ) .

77 B u k h a r i ,  S a h ih ,  IV , 2 0 6  ( 6 0 :5 0 ) ;  IX , 1 2 6 - 2 7  ( 9 6 :1 4 ) ;  M u s l im ,  V I I I ,  5 7  ( 4 7 ,  B a b  

i t t i b a c s a n a n  a l - Y a h u d ) .

78 H u w w a r i ,  I, 3 0 6 .

79 M a r w a z i ,  S u n n a ,  n o .  4 8 ;  Ib n  A b i cA s im , S u n n a ,  n o .  7 3 . T h e  is n a d :  cA m r  ib n  S h u -  

ca y b  ( M e d in a n ,  d .  A H  1 1 8 ) <— h is  f a th e r  S h u ca y b  ib n  cA b d a l la h  <— h is  f a th e r  cA b d a l l a h  

ib n  cA m r  ib n  a l - cA s  <— P ro p h e t .

80 M a r w a z i ,  S u n n a ,  n o s .  4 4 ,  4 5 ;  Ib n  A b i cA s im , S u n n a ,  n o . 7 2 ;  A h m a d ,  M u s n a d ,  I I , 

4 5 0 ,  5 2 7 ;  D a n i ,  F i t a n ,  II I ,  n o .  2 2 6 ;  S u y u t i ,  K h a s a ’ i s ,  II I ,  1 6. M u s a n n a f  c o m p i la t io n s :  

Ib n  A b i S h a y b a , X V , 1 0 2  (n o . 1 9 2 2 3 ) ;  Ib n  M a ja ,  I I , n o . 3 9 9 4  ( 3 6 :1 7 ) ;  M u s ta d r a k ,  I, 3 7 . 

T h e  is n a d :  M u h a m m a d  ib n  cA m r  ib n  c A lq a m a  ( M e d in a n ,  d . A H  1 4 4 ) <— A b u  S a la m a  

ib n  cA b d  a l- R a h m a n  ib n  cA w f  ( M e d in a n ,  d . A H  9 4 )  <—  A b u  H u r a y r a  <— P ro p h e t .

81 A h m a d ,  M u s n a d ,  I I , 3 2 7 .  C f .  A ju r r i ,  S h a r V a ,  2 2  ( n o .  3 0 ) ;  L a l i k a ’ i, I, n o .  2 0 6 ;  

D a n i ,  F ita n ,  I I I ,  n o .  2 2 4 . In  T a fs ir  o f  Q u r ’ a n  9 :6 9 :  T a b a r i ,  T a fs ir ,  X , 1 2 2 ; Ib n  K a th ir ,  

T a fs ir ,  II , 3 6 8 .
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Je w s  a n d  C h ris tia n s )  o f  th e  M e d in a n  C o m p a n io n  S ah l ib n  S a cd a l-A n sa ri 

(d. a h  8 8 ) .82

P e rs ia  a n d  B y za n tiu m

In  o th e r  M e d in a n  v e rs io n s , “ th o se  b e fo re  y o u ” a re  id e n tif ie d  as F a r is  w a-  

R u m : “ P e rs ia  a n d  B y z a n tiu m ” . S u c h  a  d e f in i t io n  e v id e n tly  sh if ts  th e  

im ita te d  su n n a  fro m  a  re lig io u s  a n d  a  m o ra l c o n te x t to  a  se c u la r  o n e . T h is  

d e f in i t io n  o c c u rs  in  th e  v e r s io n  o f  A b u  H u ra y ra , w h o  is o n c e  m o re  

q u o te d  by  S a cId ib n  A b i S a cid  a l-M a q b u ri. T h is  v e rs io n  w as  re c o rd e d  by  

a l-T a b a r i, a g a in  in  th e  c o m m e n ta ry  o n  Q u r3an  9 :6 9 .83 T h u s , th e  su n n a  

s ta te m e n t h as  b een  e m p lo y e d  a g a in s t th e  in f lu e n c e  o f  th e  m ig h ty  e m p ire s  

w h o se  a d m in is tra t iv e  a n d  c u l tu ra l  sy s te m s  c o n tin u e d  to  fu n c tio n  e v e n  

u n d e r  Is la m ic  d o m in a tio n . S u c h  v e rs io n s  a re  a  c le a r  in d ic a tio n  o f  a  H ija z i 

a n ti-p ro v in c ia l reac tio n .

T h e  s a m e  re a c tio n , h o w e v e r, is a lso  d e te c ta b le  in  so m e  Iraq i v e rs io n s , 

p r im a r ily  in  th e  o n e  a b o u t Ib n  c A b b a s  in  w h ic h  th is  s c h o la r  a c c u se s  th e  

U m a y y a d s  o f  su b je c tin g  Is la m ic  so c ie ty  to  B y z a n tin e  a n d  P e rs ia n  in f lu 

en ce s . T h is  is a  B a sra n  tra d itio n  a ttr ib u tin g  to  Ib n  c A b b as  a  s ta te m e n t th a t 

p re d ic ts  th e  n o m in a tio n  o f  M u ca w iy a  as ( th e  f irs t U m a y y a d )  c a lip h . H e 

g o e s  o n  to  sa y  th a t Q u ra y sh  (i.e . th e  U m a y y a d s )  w ill in tro d u c e  th e  su n n a  

o f  th e  P e rs ia n s  an d  th e  B y z a n tin e s , a n d  w ill a p p o in t C h ris tia n s , J e w s  an d  

P e rs ia n s  to  ru n  th e  a f fa irs  o f  th e  M u slim s . T h e  M u slim s  w ill n o t b e  ab le  

to  d e fy  th is , a n d  w ill p e r ish  lik e  th e  g e n e ra tio n s  (q u ru n ) w h ic h  p e r ish e d  

b e fo re  th e m .84

T h e  fo llo w in g  v e rs io n  o f  th e  s u n n a  s ta te m e n t is a g a in  q u o te d  fro m  

A b u  H u ra y ra  b y  S a cid  ib n  A b i S a cid  a l-M a q b u r i ;  in  it th e  sp re a d  o f  

R o m a n  an d  P e rs ia n  p ra c tic e s  h a s  b e c o m e  p a r t o f  th e  o m in o u s  p o rte n ts  o f  

the H o u r  (a sh ra t a l - s a ca). T h e  P ro p h e t s ta tes:

82 T a b a r a n i ,  K a b ir , V I , n o . 5 9 4 3 .

83 T a b a r i ,  T a f s i r , X ,  1 2 1 . S e e  a ls o  D a n i ,  F ita n ,  I I I ,  n o . 2 2 7 ;  Ib n  B a t ta ,  I b a n a :  im a n ,  

II , n o . 7 1 3 . B u t  s e e  Q u r tu b i ,  A h k a m ,  V I I I ,  2 0 0 - 2 0 1 ,  w h e r e  th e y  a r e  a g a in  th e  J e w s  a n d  

th e  C h r is t ia n s .

84 T a b a r a n i ,  K a b ir ,  X , n o .  1 0 6 1 3 ; M a j m a c a l - z a w a 'id ,  V I I ,  2 3 9 .  T h e  is n a d :  cA b d -  

a l la h  ib n  S h a w d h a b  ( B a s r a n /S y r i a n ,  d . c a . A H  1 5 0 ) <— M a ta r  a l - W a r r a q  ( B a s r a n ,  d . A H  

1 2 5 ) <— Z a h d a m  a l- J a r a m i (B a s r a n )  <— Ib n  c A b b a s .
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T h e  H o u r  s h a l l  n o t  c o m e  u n t i l  m y  c o m m u n i ty  im i ta te s  th e  c o m m u n i t i e s  a n d  th e  

g e n e r a t io n s  th a t  w e re  b e f o r e  th e m , a  s h ib r  b y  s h ib r  a n d  a  d h i r a c b y  d h i r a c.

A  m a n  n o w  a sk s  th e  P ro p h e t: “ W ill th e y  b e h a v e  lik e  th e  P e rs ia n s  a n d  the  

R o m a n s? ”  T h e  P ro p h e t say s: “ Is th e re  a n y o n e  e lse , b u t th e m ? ” 85

T h is  v e rs io n , w h ic h  w a s  a c c e p te d  by  a l -B u k h a r i  in to  h is  S a h ih ? 6 

tu rn s  th e  d e v ia tio n  to w a rd s  th e  su n n a  o f  o th e r  n a tio n s  in to  an  a w e so m e  

a p o c a ly p tic  ev en t.

T h e  Sunna  S t a t em e n t  a n d  th e  S h ica

T h e  s u n n a  s ta te m e n t is a  c ru c ia l to o l w h ic h  S h icis h a v e  u se d  fo r  th e ir  

o w n  a n ti-S u n n i p ro p a g a n d a , m a in ly  fo r  a d a p tin g  to  th e ir  e n e m ie s  Q u r 

a n i c  m o d e ls  o f  Is ra e li te  sin . A  f irs t  g lim p se  o f  th is  w as  seen  in  th e  a f fa ir  

o f  th e  sp ie s ,87 in  w h ic h  a  s u n n a  s ta te m e n t is e m p lo y e d  to  e q u a te  cA li ’s 

r iv a ls  w ith  th e  in su b o rd in a te  Is ra e li te s . T h e  su n n a  s ta te m e n t is u se d  fo r  

th e  s a m e  p u rp o se  in  a  tra d itio n  in  w h ic h  S a lm a n  a l-F a r is i  a c c u se s  A bu  

B a k r , w h o  p re v e n te d  cA li f ro m  b e c o m in g  a  c a l ip h  a f te r  M u h a m m a d ’s 

d e a th , o f  h a v in g  fo llo w e d  th e  s u n n a  o f  th e  p re v io u s  c o m m u n itie s  w h o  

w ere  e n g a g e d  in  in n e r  c o n f lic ts  a n d  d isp u te s .88

H o w e v e r , th e  s u n n a  s ta te m e n t w as  d ire c te d  e v e n  a g a in s t  g ro u p in g s  

a m o n g  th e  S h i° is  th e m se lv e s . T h is  is th e  c a se  in  a  tra d itio n  o f  th e  K u fa n  

Q a y s  ib n  a l-S a k a n , w h o  re la te s  t h a t cA ll re c ite d  to  h is  so ld ie rs  th e  Q u r 

a n i c  v e rse  in  w h ic h  M o se s  c o m m a n d s  th e  C h ild re n  o f  Is rae l to  e n te r  th e  

H o ly  L a n d  (5 :2 1 ). T h e  v e rs e  fo rm e d  p a rt o f  cA H ’s c o m m a n d  to  h is  m en  

to  se t o u t fo r  S y r ia  a n d  f ig h t th e  U m a y y a d s  th e re . H e  is su e d  th is  c o m 

m a n d  w h en  th e y  w e re  in  M a sk in , Iraq , a f te r  th e y  h a d  fo u g h t th e  K h aw arij 

a t  N a h ra w a n . T h e  fa tig u e d  m e n  re fu se d , c la im in g  th a t it w as  to o  c o ld  to  

go , to  w h ich  CA1I re sp o n d e d : “ U gh! T h is  is th e  c o m m o n  w ay  (su n n a )  th a t 

co n tin u e s  w ith  y o u .” 89

85 N u ca y m  ib n  H a m m a d ,  4 3 2 ;  M a r w a z i ,  S u n n a , n o . 4 6 ;  A ju r r i ,  S h a r i ca ,  2 2  (n o .  2 9 ); 

A h m a d , M u s n a d ,  I I , 3 2 5 ,  3 3 6 , 3 6 7 .

86 B u k h a r i ,  S a h ih ,  IX , 1 2 6  (9 6 :1 4 ) .

87 A b o v e ,  8 1 .

88 S u la y m  ib n  Q a y s ,  9 0 .

89 K a r a j ik i ,  K a n z  a l - f a w a ' i d ,  I, 1 4 4 ; Ib n  H ila l  a l - T h a q a f i ,  G h a r a t ,  1 7 - 1 8 .  S e e  a l s o  

Ib n  cA s a k i r  (M u k h ta s a r ) , I, 6 8 .
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M an y  m o re  v e rs io n s  o f  th e  su n n a  s ta te m e n t a re  fo u n d  in  T w e lv e r  

S h ici so u rc e s , w h e re  th e y  a re  a d d u c e d  to  il lu s tra te  th e  fac t th a t th e  M u s 

lim s  a re  b o u n d  to  fo llo w  th e  ev il w a y s  o f  th e  C h ild re n  o f  Is ra e l, a s  w e ll 

as  o f  th e  P e rs ia n s  a n d  th e  B y z a n tin e s .90 In  th e  S h ici c o n te x t, th e  tra d itio n  

o b v io u s ly  o n ly  p e r ta in s  to  th e  S u n n is  a m o n g  th e  M u s lim s , w h o se  su n n a , 

a c c o rd in g  to  th e  S h ica, is o f  the  e v il Is ra e lite  ty pe .

H o w e v e r , th e  S h ica  u se d  th e  s u n n a  s ta te m e n t n o t o n ly  to  d e n o u n c e  

th e  ev il s u n n a  o f  its  r iv a ls , b u t a lso  to  p ra is e  its  o w n  su n n a \ in  th is  ca se , 

th e  Q u r3a n ic  Is ra e li te  su n n a , w h ic h  is e q u a te d  w ith  th e  S h ici o n e , is a 

g o o d  su n n a . T h u s , th e  g lo r io u s  im ag e  o f  th e  C h ild re n  o f  Is ra e l as  e v in c e d  

in  th e  c o n te x t o f  J e w is h - A r a b  m e ss ia n ism  (C h a p te r  1) is re ta in e d  fo r  a  

sp e c if ic  S h i° i a im . I t fo llo w s  th a t in  th e  S h ici c o n te x t th e  fu n c tio n  o f  th e  

su n n a  s ta te m e n t is tw o fo ld : to  a p p ly  th e  e v il su n n a  o f  th e  Q u C a n ic  Is ra 

e lite s  to its e n e m ie s , a n d  th e  g o o d  Is ra e lite  su n n a  to  itse lf .

T h is  d o u b le  fu n c tio n  is d e m o n s tra te d  in  a  tra d itio n  in  w h ic h  cA li u se s  

th e  su n n a  s ta te m e n t fo r  b o th  p u rp o se s . H e  sa y s  th a t a f te r  th e  d e a th  o f  th e  

P ro p h e t p e o p le  w e re  d iv id e d  in to  tw o  g ro u p s , o n e  re s e m b lin g  A a ro n , 

M o s e s ’ b ro th e r , a n d  th e  o th e r  re s e m b lin g  th e  w o rsh ip p e rs  o f  th e  c a lf . 

c A ll h im se lf  b e lo n g s  to  th e  fo rm e r  g ro u p , w h ile  A b u  B a k r  b e lo n g s  to  th e  

la tte r . cA li e q u a te s  h im  w ith  a n  cijl ( “ c a l f ” ), w h ic h  is e v id e n tly  a  d e 

ro g a to ry  p u n  o n  b a k r  (“ y o u n g  c a m e l” ). cU m ar, cA li s a y s , re se m b le s  th e  

S a m iri (=  th e  S a m a rita n  w h o  in c ite d  th e  Is ra e li te s  to  m a k e  th e  c a lf , Q u r- 

3an  2 0 :8 5 ). A t th is  p o in t, c A li g o e s  o n  to  q u o te  a  tra d itio n  fro m  th e  P ro 

p h e t  w h ic h  c o n ta in s  a  su n n a  s ta te m e n t o f  a  c o m b in e d  sy m m e try  a n d  

im ita tio n  ty p e . In  th e  p re s e n t c o n te x t, th is  c o n f irm s  th e  n o b le  sy m m e try  

b e tw e e n  cA li a n d  A a ro n  a n d  th e  d e s p ic a b le  s y m m e try  b e tw e e n  A b u  

B ak r, cU m a r an d  th e  w o rsh ip p e rs  o f  th e  c a lf .91

A p a rt f ro m  th e  c a lf , w ith  w h ic h  S h icis a n d  S u n n is  u se d  to  d e g ra d e  

ea c h  o th e r ’s su n n a ,  th e  S h i°a  a d o p te d  th e  Q u C a n ic  sy m b o l o f  th e  Is ra e l 

ite  A rk  o f  th e  C o v e n a n t ( ta b u t), a n d  u se d  th e  su n n a  s ta te m e n t to  lin k  it to  

its  o w n  g o o d  s u n n a .  T h e  f irs t to  d o  it fo r  th e  S h icis w a s  re p o r te d ly  a l-  

M u k h ta r, w h o , as  seen  a b o v e , b e lie v e d  in  th e  b le sse d  q u a litie s  o f  th e  su p 

p o sed  c h a ir  o f  cA li. U n lik e  Ib n  a l-A sh ta r , w h o  re p o rte d ly  saw  in  th e  c h a ir

90 E .g . Ib n  T a w u s ,  M a la h im ,  1 1 8 , 146.

91 S u la y m  ib n  Q a y s ,  9 2 - 9 3 .
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a re f le c tio n  o f  th e  I s ra e li te  c a lf ,  a l -M u k h ta r  a p p e a rs  in  th e  s o u rc e s  as 

lin k in g  th e  s a m e  c h a i r  to  th e  I s r a e l i te  ta b u t. T h e  r e p o r t  a b o u t  a l-  

M u k h ta r ’s a t t i tu d e  a g a in  c o n ta in s  a  s im p le  fo rm  o f  a  su n n a  s ta te m e n t. 

M a °b a d  ib n  K h a lid  (K u fa n  d . A H  118) r e p o r ts  th a t a l -M u k h ta r  lin k e d  

cA l i ’s c h a ir  to  th e  I s ra e li te  A rk  as  d e sc r ib e d  in  S u ra t a l-B a q a ra  (2 ):2 4 8 . 

H ere  a  p ro p h e t o f  th e  C h ild re n  o f  Is rae l say s  to  th e m  th a t th e  s ig n  o f  th e  

k in g sh ip  o f  T a lu t (=  S a u l)  is  th e  A rk  (ta b u t)  th a t w ill c o m e  to  th e  C h ild 

ren  o f  Is ra e l, a n d  in  it  w ill b e  th e  “ S h e c h in a  fro m  y o u r  L o rd , an d  a re m 

n a n t o f  w h a t th e  fo lk  o f  M o se s  a n d  A a ro n ’s fo lk  le ft b e h in d . . . .”  S tan d in g  

b e fo re  cA li ’s c h a ir , a l -M u k h ta r  is sa id  to  h a v e  sta ted :

W h a te v e r  h a p p e n e d  to  p a s t  c o m m u n i t i e s  (a l - u m a m  a l - k h a l i y a )  w i l l  h a p p e n  to  

y o u  in  a  s im i la r  w a y . T h e  C h i ld r e n  o f  I s r a e l  h a d  th e  A rk , in  w h ic h  th e r e  w a s  a  

r e m n a n t  o f  w h a t  th e  f o lk  o f  M o s e s  a n d  A a r o n ’s  fo lk  h a d  le f t  b e h in d ,  a n d  th is  

[c h a ir ]  a m o n g  u s  is  l ik e  th e  A rk .

T h e re u p o n , p e o p le  o f  th e  S a b a Diy y a  ra is e d  th e ir  h a n d s  a n d  c r ie d  o u t: 

“ G o d  is g re a t” .92 A l-M u k h ta r ’s sp e e c h  c o m p rise s  a  h id d e n  fo rm  o f  a  s u n 

n a  s ta te m e n t in  w h ic h  th e  w o rd  su n n a  is n o t e x p lic itly  m e n tio n e d .

T h e  S h icis h a v e  e x te n s iv e ly  u se d  th e  sy m b o l o f  th e  A rk  to  e s ta b lish  

th e  a u th o rity  o f  th e ir  o w n  im a m s.  A  w id e ly  c u r re n t S h ici tra d itio n  h a s  it 

th a t th e  a rm o u r  (s ila h ) o f  th e  P ro p h e t is p a sse d  o n  in  su c c e ss io n  fro m  o n e  

im a m  to  a n o th e r ,  a n d  th a t  th is  a rm o u r  is  e q u iv a le n t  to  th e  I s ra e li te  

A rk — w h e re v e r  it g o e s , k n o w le d g e  a n d  a u th o rity  g o  w ith  it.93

O th e r  e le m e n ts  o f  th e  Q u rDan ic  h is to ry  o f  Is ra e l a lso  b e c a m e  a  S h ici 

m o d e l b y  m e a n s  o f  th e  su n n a  s ta te m e n t .  T h e  s ta te m e n t  w a s  u s e d  to  

p ro d u c e  an  a n a lo g y  b e tw e e n  th e  im a m s  a n d  th e  tw e lv e  I s ra e li te  le a d e rs  

a p p o in te d  b y  M o se s . T h e y  a re  m e n tio n e d  in  S u ra t  a l - M a 3id a  (5 ): 12, 

w h e re  th e y  a re  c a lle d  n u q a b a \  A  lin k  b e tw e e n  th e m  an d  th e  S h ici im a m s  

is e s ta b lish e d  in  th e  fo llo w in g  su n n a  s ta te m e n t, a s  re c o rd e d  in  a  T w e lv e r  

S h ici so u rce . T h e  P ro p h e t s a y s :94

92 T a b a r i ,  T a r ik h , V I ,  8 3  ( I I ,  7 0 3 ) .  C f .  R u b in ,  “ P r o p h e t s  a n d  P r o g e n i to r s ” , 6 2 - 6 3 .  

A n d  s e e  a ls o  T h a ca l ib i ,  T h im a r  a l - Q u lu b , I, 180 .

93 P s . - M a s cu d i ,  I th b a t ,  2 2 1 ;  K u lin i ,  I, 2 3 3 ,  2 3 8 , 2 8 4 ; R u b in ,  “ P r o p h e t s  a n d  P r o g e n i 

to r s ” , 4 7 .

94 Ib n  S h a h r a s h u b ,  I, 2 5 8 .  S e e  a ls o  R u b in ,  “ P ro p h e t s  a n d  P r o g e n i to r s ” , 5 4 .
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T h in g s  w il l  h a p p e n  in  m y  c o m m u n i t y  w h ic h  a r e  s i m i l a r  to  w h a t  h a p p e n e d  

a m o n g  th e  C h i ld r e n  o f  I s r a e l ,  a s  o n e  s o le  o f  a  s h o e  m a tc h e s  a n o th e r ,  a n d  a s  o n e  

f e a th e r  o f  a n  a r r o w  m a t c h e s  a n o th e r .  T h e y  ( i .e .  th e  C h i ld r e n  o f  I s r a e l )  h a d  

tw e lv e  c h ie f ta in s  ( n u q a h a J), a s  G o d  s a id :  “ A n d  W e  r a i s e d  u p  f r o m  th e m  tw e lv e  

c h ie f ta in s ” .

A  su n n a  s ta te m e n t w a s  a lso  u se d  fo r  a l-H u sa y n  in  h is  c a p a c ity  as  cA li ’s 

su c c e s s o r  in  th e  lin e  o f  th e  im a m s. T h e  s ta te m e n t w as  d e s ig n e d  to  lin k  

h im  to  th e  m o d e l o f  A a ro n .95 A l-R ab i°  ib n  °A b d a llah  (p e rh a p s  ib n  K h u t-  

ta f, B a sra n ) is re p o rte d  to  h av e  s ta ted :

M o s e s  a n d  A a r o n  w e r e  tw o  p r o p h e t s  s e n t  b y  G o d ,  a n d  M o s e s  w a s  th e  e ld e s t  

( s /c ) 96 a n d  m o r e  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  th a n  A a r o n ,  y e t  G o d  in v e s te d  A a r o n ’s  d e s c e n 

d a n ts  w ith  p r o p h e th o o d ,  to  th e  e x c lu s io n  o f  M o s e s ’ c h i ld r e n .  In  th e  s a m e  w a y , 

G o d  p r o d u c e d  th e  im a m s  f r o m  th e  o f f s p r in g  o f  a l - H u s a y n  ( a n d  n o t  f r o m  a l-  

H a s a n 's — U .R .) ,  s o  th a t  th e  w a y s  f o f  th e  I s la m ic  u m m a ]  w o u ld  b e  id e n t ic a l  to  

th e  w a y s  o f  th e  c o m m u n i t ie s  b e f o r e  th e m , a s  o n e  s o le  o f  a  s h o e  m a tc h e s  a n o th e r .

W h e n  J a ° fa r  a l-S a d iq  (A b u  cA b d a lla h , th e  s ix th  im a m , d . a h  148) h ea rd  

th is , h e  sa id  to  a l-R a b ic: “ Y ou  h a v e  sp o k e n  w e ll” .

T h is  S h ici c o n te x t o f  th e  su n n a  s ta te m e n t a c c o rd s  w ith  th e  v ie w  u n 

d e r ly in g  th e  c o m m e n ta r ie s  o n  S u ra t a l-N isa°  (4 ):2 6 , in  w h ic h  G o d  w ish e s  

to  g u id e  th e  b e lie v e rs  to  th e  su n a n  o f  “ th o se  b e fo re  y o u ” . M u s lim  e x e 

g e te s  u su a lly  e x p la in  th a t th e  b e lie v e rs  a re  h e re  re q u e s te d  to  re s to re  th e  

w a y s  o f  th e  p ro p h e ts  a n d  o f  th e  b e lie v e rs  w h o  re m a in e d  lo y a l to  th e se  

p ro p h e ts ,97 o r  to  re tu rn  to  th e  re lig io n  o f  A b ra h a m  an d  Ish m a e l, i.e . th e  

h a n lfiy y a .n  T h is  is a lso  th e  m e ssa g e  o f  th e  s u n n a  s ta te m e n t in  its  S h ici 

c o n te x t: to  re tu rn  to  th e  o ld  I s ra e li te  h e r ita g e  o f  d iv in e  g u id a n c e  a n d  

m e rc y , w h ic h  o n ly  th e  im a m s  an d  th e ir  fo llo w e rs  p re se rv e  u n b le m ish e d .

95 Ib n  S h a h r a s h u b ,  I I I , 2 0 7 . F o r  m o r e  r e f e r e n c e s  s e e  R u b in ,  “ P r o p h e t s  a n d  P r o g e n i 

to r s ” , 5 4  n . 8 4 .

96 T h is  is , o f  c o u r s e ,  e r r o n e o u s .  In  th e  B ib le  M o s e s  is  th e  y o u n g e s t .

97 M u q a t i l ,  I, 3 6 8 ; T a b a r i ,  T a fs ir ,  V , 18; Z a j j a j ,  I I , 4 3 ;  N a h h a s ,  I, 4 4 8 ;  Z a m a k h s h a r i ,  

K a s h s h a f ,  I, 5 2 1 .

98 W a h id i ,  W a s it,  I I , 3 7 ;  B a g h a w i ,  M a ca lim  a l - ta n z i l ,  II , 4 8 .
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W A R N I N G  F R O M  T H E  P A S T :  

T H E  H A L A K A  S T A T E M E N T

T h e  id e n tic a l h is to r ic a l fa te  u n it in g  th e  M u slim s  an d  th e  o th e r  c o m m u n i 

tie s  c o m p ris e s  n o t o n ly  s in , b u t p u n is h m e n t a s  w e ll. J u s t  a s  th e  su n n a  

s ta te m e n t sa y s  th a t  th e  M u s lim s  a re  b o u n d  to  c o m m it  th e  s a m e  s in s  

k n o w n  fro m  th e  h is to ry  o f  o th e r  c o m m u n it ie s ,  o th e r  tra d itio n s  sa y  th a t 

th e y  a re  a lso  l ia b le  to  s u f fe r  th e  s a m e  p u n is h m e n ts  w h ic h  o th e rs  h a v e  

a lre a d y  e n d u re d . T h e  tra d itio n s  d ra w in g  th is  h is to r ic a l a n a lo g y  b e lo n g  to  

th e  sa m e  b ra n d  o f  s ta te m e n ts  d e s ig n e d  to  e l im in a te  fro m  Is la m ic  so c ie ty  

p h e n o m e n a  o f  a s s im ila t io n  to  o th e r  c o m m u n itie s ,  a n d  to  e n su re  fo r  th e  

M u slim s  a  d is tin c tiv e  Is la m ic  id en tity .

T h a t th e  h is to ry  o f  p re v io u s  c o m m u n itie s  in c lu d e s  a  p u n it iv e  w o rld ly  

c a la m ity  is a  w e ll-k n o w n  Q u r ’a n ic  id ea . F o r  e x a m p le , in  S u ra t a l -M a ’ ida  

(5 ) :2 6  th e  C h ild re n  o f  Is ra e l a re  b a r re d  e n tra n c e  to  th e  P ro m is e d  L a n d  

a f te r  re fu s in g  to  g o  to  w ar, a n d  w a n d e r  in  th e  w ild e rn e ss  fo r  4 0  y e a rs  (till 

th e y  p e r is h ) ;1 in  S u ra t  a l -A cr a f  (7 ): 162, th e y  a re  d e s tro y e d  in  a  d is a s te r  

(r ijz ) f ro m  h e a v e n  a f te r  r e fu s in g  to  s a y  h itta .2 In  S u ra t  B a n i I s r a ’ il 

(1 7 ) :4 -7  th e y  a re  tw ic e  p u n is h e d  b y  m e n  o f  g re a t  s tre n g th , w h o  d e s tro y  

th e ir  T e m p le .3 D e s tru c tio n  in  th is  w o rld  is a lso  su ffe re d  b y  th e  p re - I s ra 

e lite  c o m m u n itie s  w h o se  fa te  is d e s c r ib e d  in  th e  Q u r ’a n ic  “ p u n is h m e n t 

s to r ie s” .4

1 A b o v e , 6 0 .

2 A b o v e , C h a p te r  4 .

3 S e e  H e r ib e r t  B u s s e ,  “ T h e  D e s t r u c t io n  o f  th e  T e m p le  a n d  i ts  R e c o n s t r u c t i o n  in  th e  

L ig h t  o f  M u s l im  E x e g e s i s  o f  S u r a  1 7 : 2 - 8 ” , J e r u s a le m  S tu d i e s  in  A r a b ic  a n d  I s la m  2 0  

(1 9 9 6 ) ,  1 - 1 7 .

4 O n  th e  Q u r ’a n ic  p u n i s h m e n t  s t o r ie s  s e e  e .g .  W . M o n tg o m e r y  W a t t ,  B e l l ' s  I n t r o 
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T h e  lin k  b e tw e e n  th e  h is to r ic a l c a la m ity  th a t h a s  a lre a d y  b e fa lle n  th e  

a n c ie n t c o m m u n itie s  a n d  th e  w o rld ly  p u n is h m e n t a w a itin g  M u slim s  fo r  

fo llo w in g  th e  e v il w a y s  o f  th e  a n c ie n ts  is p ro v id e d  in a  sp e c ia l g ro u p  o f  

tra d itio n s , th e  h a la k a  s ta te m e n ts . T h e  A ra b ic  v e rb  h a la k a  m e a n s  “ to  

p e r is h ” , a n d  th e se  tra d itio n s  a s se r t th a t c e r ta in  p ra c tic e s  p u rsu e d  b y  th e  

M u s lim s  h a v e  a lre a d y  b ro u g h t p e rd it io n  o n  th e  p re v io u s  c o m m u n itie s . 

T h e  a llu s io n  to  th e  h is to ry  o f  th e  n o n -A ra b  c o m m u n itie s  is o n ly  m a d e  to  

d e r iv e  fro m  it an  a p o c a ly p tic  le sso n  fo r  th e  M u slim s : by  re p e a tin g  th e se  

d eed s , th e  M u slim s  h a v e  c o n d e m n e d  th e m se lv e s  to  th e  sam e  p u n ish m e n t 

as th a t su ffe re d  by  th e ir  p re d e c e sso rs .

A  s c ru tin y  o f  v a r io u s  k in d s  o f  su c h  h a la k a  s ta te m e n ts  w ill fu r th e r  i l 

lu m in a te  th e  e f fo r ts  to  re ta in  fo r  th e  I s la m ic  u m m a  a  d is t in c tiv e  n o n - 

J e w ish  a n d  n o n -C h r is tia n  id e n tity . T h e  v a r io u s  v e rs io n s  w ill a g a in  sh o w  

th a t th e  c o re  o f  th e  s in  sh a re d  b y  M u s lim s  a n d  o th e rs  is in n e r  d iv is io n , 

m a in ly  th a t w h ic h  re v o lv e s  a ro u n d  th e  Q u ^ a n .

C iv i l  W a r s

In  so m e  S y ria n  v e rs io n s , th e  h a la k a  s ta te m e n t a l lu d e s  to  a rm e d  d is c o rd  

a m o n g  th e  M u s lim s . A  m a jo r  e v e n t o f  th is  k in d  is th e  b a ttle  o f  S iff in  

b e tw ee n  c A li a n d  M u °a w iy a  (3 7 /6 5 7 -5 8 ) . T h e  a f fa ir  o f  S iff in  b e c a m e  th e  

s u b je c t  o f  a  H im s i a p o c a ly p s e  a t tr ib u te d  to  K a cb a l-A h b a r . W e  h a v e  

a lre a d y  m e t h im  in  th e  S y ria n  sp h e re  in  C h a p te r  1, w h e re  h e  tu rn s  th e  

Is la m ic  ta k e -o v e r  o f  S y r ia  in to  a  m e ss ia n ic  sc h e m e  p re d ic te d  in  th e  T o 

rah . In  th e  p re se n t a p o c a ly p se , h is  ro le  is sh if te d  f ro m  th e  Is la m ic  c o n 

q u e s ts  to  th e  Is la m ic  sc h ism , w h ic h  h e  a lso  tu rn s  in to  a d iv in e  sc h e m e . 

H o w e v e r , th is  is n o w  d o n e  n o t to  g lo r ify  th e  e v e n ts , b u t ra th e r  to  sh o w  

th a t th ey  re p re se n t a  c o m m o n  fa te  o f  s in  an d  p u n ish m e n t sh a re d  b y  Jew s  

an d  A rab s  a lik e .

In  th e  p re se n t tra d itio n , K a cb  is sa id  to  h a v e  c o m e  to  S iff in , w h e re  h e  

d isc o v e rs  so m e  s to n e s  o n  th e  ro ad . H e  say s  to  h is  c o m p a n io n  th a t h e  saw  

th e  d e sc r ip tio n  o f  th e se  s to n e s  in  th e  o ld  sc r ip tu re s , a n d  th e n  g o e s  o n  to  

re la te  th a t th e  C h ild re n  o f  Is ra e l fo u g h t e a c h  o th e r  h e re  w ith  th e se  s to n e s  

n in e  tim e s  till th e y  p e r ish e d ; th e  A ra b s  w ill u se  th e m  in  b a ttle  fo r  th e

d u c t io n  to  th e  Q u r ’a n  (E d in b u r g h ,  1 9 7 0 ), 1 2 7 - 3 5 .
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te n th  tim e . T h e y  w ill th ro w  th e m  a t  e a c h  o th e r  till th e y  to o  p e r is h .5 In  

a n o th e r  v e rs io n , K a cb  s ta te s  th a t  7 0 ,0 0 0  m e n  o f  th e  C h ild re n  o f  Is ra e l 

w e re  k il le d  a t S if f in , a n d  th a t  th e  sa m e  w ill h a p p e n  to  th e  M u s lim s .6 

T h u s , th e  c la sh  o f  S if f in  h a s  b e c o m e  a  r e n e w e d  v e rs io n  o f  a n  a n c ie n t 

c a lam ity .

A  m o re  sp e c if ic  a sp e c t o f  th e  a f fa ir  o f  S iff in , i.e . th e  a rb itra tio n  a g re e 

m e n t, a lso  b e c a m e  a  re f le c tio n  o f  a  d is a s tro u s  I s ra e li te  fa te . T h e re  is a  

tra d itio n  o f  cA li in  w h ic h  th e  P ro p h e t s a y s  th a t  th e  C h ild re n  o f  Is ra e l 

w e re  in  d is c o rd  till th e y  s e n t o u t tw o  a rb itra to rs ,  b u t b o th  w e re  lo s t  (f a - 

d a lla )  an d  c a u se d  o th e rs  to  b e  lo s t. T h is  u m m a  to o  w ill b e  in  d is c o rd  un til 

th e y  sen d  o u t tw o  a rb itra to rs , b u t th e y  w ill b e  lo s t, a n d  w h o e v e r  fo llo w s  

th e m  w ill b e  lo s t as  w e ll.7 T h is  tra d itio n  d o e s  n o t u se  th e  ro o t h .l.k .,  o n ly  

d .l.l. (“ e r r” , “ s tra y ” , “ b e  lo s t” ), b u t it  to o  im p lie s  th e  s a m e  as  th e  h a la ka  

s ta tem en ts .

S o m e  h a la k a  s ta te m e n ts  p e r ta in in g  to  d iv is io n  o n  th e  b a t tle f ie ld  a re  

lin k e d  to  e v e n ts  th a t a lre a d y  to o k  p la c e  in  M u h a m m a d ’s A ra b ia , a n d  in 

th is  c a se  th e y  a re  u tte re d  b y  th e  P ro p h e t h im se lf .  H e  m a k e s  o n e  su c h  

s ta te m e n t d u r in g  a  w e ll-k n o w n  ra id  th a t  w a s  c a r r ie d  o u t in  th e  sa c re d  

m o n th  o f  R a ja b .8 O u r  p a r t ic u la r  v e r s io n  is re la te d  b y  th e  C o m p a n io n  

S a cd  ib n  A b i W a q q a s  (d . A H  5 5 ), w h o m  M u h a m m a d  sen d s  to g e th e r  w ith  

o th e r  M u slim s  to  a ttack  a  tr ib e  o f  K in a n a . A s  th e  n u m b e r  o f  th e  M u slim s  

p ro v e s  to  b e  to o  sm a ll, th e y  re tre a t a n d  f in d  re fu g e  w ith  th e  n e a rb y  tr ib e  

o f  Ju h a y n a , w h ic h  h as  re c e n tly  e m b ra c e d  Is la m . A t th is  s ta g e  th e y  p la n  

th e ir  n e x t m o v e . S o m e  c o n s id e r  g o in g  b a c k  to  M e d in a  to  re p o r t  to  th e  

P ro p h e t, w h ils t so m e  p re fe r  to  re m a in  w h e re  th e y  a re . S a cd  h im s e lf  an d  

se v e ra l o th e r  M u s lim s  d e c id e  to  c a rry  o u t th e  ra id  a f te r  a ll, a n d  to  k e e p

5 N u ca y m  ib n  H a m m a d ,  31 ( r e f e r e n c e  f r o m  M ic h a e l  L e c k e r ) .  T h e  i s n a d : S a f w a n  ib n  

cA m r  (H im s i ,  d .  A H  1 0 0 ) « -  A b u  l - M u th a n n a  D a m d a m  a l - U m lu k i  (H im s i)  <— K a cb .

6 T h i s  v e r s io n  is  q u o te d  in  K is te r ,  “ H a d d i th u ” , 2 2 3 .  F o r  m o r e  a b r id g e d  v e r s io n s  o f  

th e  s to r y  s e e  T a b a r a n i ,  K a b i r ,  X V I I I ,  n o .  8 7 8 ;  M a j m a c a l - z a w a ^ id ,  V I I ,  2 6 7 ;  S u y u t i ,  

N u z u l  cts a ,  3 6 .

7 B a y h a q i ,  D a la ’ il, V I , 4 2 3 ;  Ib n  K a th i r ,  B id a y a ,  V I I ,  2 8 4 - 8 5  ( B a y h a q i ) .  T h e  is n a d :  

'A b d a l l a h  ib n  Y a z id  a n d  H a b ib  ib n  Y a s a r  <— S u w a y d  ib n  G h a f a la  (K u f a n ,  d . A H  8 1 )  <— 

cA li  <— P r o p h e t .  F o r  f u r th e r  t r a d i t io n s  a g a in s t  th e  a r b i t r a t io n  o f  S i f f in  s e e  M a j m a c a l-  

z a w a ’id ,  V II , 2 4 8 ^ t 9 .

8 C f . W . M o n tg o m e r y  W a tt ,  M u h a m m a d  a t  M e d in a  ( O x f o r d ,  1 9 5 6 ) , 5 - 9 .
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a ll th e  b o o ty  fo r  th e m se lv e s , a s  w as  th en  th e  c u s to m . T h e  re s t re tu rn  to  

M ed in a , an d  as  so o n  as  th e  P ro p h e t h ea rs  th e ir  re p o rt, h e  say s  an g rily :

Y o u  le f t  m e  u n i t e d  a n d  r e tu r n e d  d iv id e d .  D iv is io n  ( f u r q a ) i s  th e  o n ly  r e a s o n

w h y  th o s e  b e fo r e  y o u  p e r i s h e d  ( h a la k a ) .

T h e  P ro p h e t th e n  d e c id e s  to  se n d  th e m  o u t a g a in  u n d e r  th e  c o m m a n d  o f  

c A b d a lla h  ib n  Ja h sh , w h o  w as  th e  firs t p e rso n  a p p o in te d  as  a  c o m m a n d e r  

in  Is la m .9

W ith  th e  a p p lic a tio n  o f  th e  h a la k a  s ta te m e n t to  th is  e v e n t, th e  s ira  o f  

M u h a m m a d  b e c a m e  a  s e tt in g  fo r  d e r iv in g  f ro m  th e  p a s t a  w a rn in g  

ag a in s t d iv is io n .

D is p u t e s  o v e r  th e  Q u r ’a n

H o w e v e r , m o s t s itu a tio n s  o f  in n e r  d iv is io n  in  w h ic h  h a la k a  s ta te m e n ts  

a re  p ro n o u n c e d  re v o lv e  a ro u n d  th e  Q u r ’an , w h ic h  a g a in  b r in g s  o u t th e  

p a ra lle l ism  b e tw e e n  th e  B ib le  an d  th e  Q u r ’an  as  b a se s  fo r  sc h ism . T h e  

re su lts  o f  su c h  s c h is m — o f  w h ic h  th e  h a la k a  s ta te m e n t w a rn s— rem a in  

im p lic it ,  w h ic h  s e e m s  to  m e a n  th a t  th e y  fo rm  p a r t  o f  th e  a p o c a ly p tic  

fu tu re .

R ea d in g s

T o  b e g in  w ith , a  h a la k a  s ta te m e n t w as  a p p lie d  to  d isp u te s  o v e r  th e  re a d 

in g s  (q ird ^d t)  o f  th e  Q u r ’an . T h e  tra d itio n s  lin k in g  th e se  d isp u te s  to  p as t 

d is a s te rs  a re  d e s ig n e d  to  d e fe n d  th e  s ta tu s  o f  th e  c a n o n ic a l re a d in g s  o f  

th e  Q u r ’an , w h ic h  in th e m se lv e s  w e re  e s ta b lish e d  to  d im in ish  d is se n s io n  

a n d  d isa g re e m e n t. A  h a la k a  s ta te m e n t is u tte re d  in  th is  c o n te x t in  a  s to ry  

a b o u t th e  C o m p a n io n  'A b d a lla h  ib n  cA m r ib n  a l - 'A s  a n d  th e  P ro p h e t; it 

is to ld  by  'A b d a lla h  ib n  R ab ah  a l-A n sa r i (M e d in a n /B a s ra n , d . ca . a h  9 0 ) 

in  a  le t te r  to  A b u  'I m r a n  a l-J a w n i (B a s ra n , d . AH 128). 'A b d a lla h  ib n  

cA m r is sa id  to  h a v e  c o m e  to  th e  P ro p h e t o n e  d a y  w h ile  tw o  M u slim s  

w e re  q u a rre llin g  n e a rb y  c o n c e rn in g  a  Q u r’a n ic  v e rs e  ( f i  a y a ) .  T h e  n a tu re  

o f  th e ir  d is a g re e m e n t is n o t sp e c if ie d , b u t s e e m s  to  h a v e  b e e n  a b o u t th e

9 A h m a d ,  M u s n a d ,  I, 1 7 8 . T h e  i s n a d  i s  n o t  c o m p le te :  Z iy a d  ib n  H la q a  ( K u f a n ,  d .  AH 

1 5 3 ) <— S a cd  ib n  A b i W a q q a s .
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m a n n e r  in  w h ich  th e  v e rse  w as  to  be  read . T h e  P ro p h e t h e a rs  th e m  sh o u t, 

b e c o m e s  a n g ry , g o e s  o u t to  th e m , an d  u tte rs  a  h a la k a  s ta te m e n t: “T h o se  

w h o  w e re  b e fo re  y o u  p e r is h e d  b e c a u s e  o f  th e i r  d is a g re e m e n t  (b i- 

ikh tila fih im )  o v e r  th e  B o o k ” . 10 T h e  s ta te m e n t is a lso  a v a ila b le  in  a n o th e r  

tra d itio n  o f  cA b d a lla h  ib n  cA m r, w h ic h  d o e s  n o t c o n ta in  th e  s to ry  o f  th e  

d isp u te . H e re  th e  P ro p h e t d e c la re s :11

G iv e  u p  d is p u te s  ( m ir a ’ )  o v e r  th e  B o o k ,  b e c a u s e  th e  c o m m u n i t i e s  ( u m a m ) th a t  

w e re  b e f o r e  y o u  h a d  n o t  b e e n  c u r s e d  ( la m  y u l ca n u ) u n t i l  th e y  d is a g r e e d  o v e r  th e  

Q u r ’a n  (.s ic). D is p u te s  o v e r  th e  Q u r ’a n  a r e  d i s b e l i e f  ( k u fr ) .

T h is  s ta te m e n t c le a r ly  re v e a ls  th e  p a ra lle l ism  b e tw e e n  th e  B ib le  a n d  th e  

Q u r3an  as  o r ig in s  o f  sc h ism s , a s  th e  n a m e  o f  th e  J e w is h -C h r is t ia n  s c r ip 

tu re  in te rc h a n g e s  in  it w ith  th a t o f  th e  M u slim s.

A  h a la k a  s ta te m e n t c o n d e m n in g  m ir a 3 (“ d is p u te s ” ) is a lso  a v a ila b le  

in a  tra d itio n  in  w h ic h  th e  M u s lim s  a re  d iv id e d  o n  an  u n s p e c if ie d  r e 

l ig io u s  m a tte r . T h is  v e rs io n  h a s  a  c o m b in e d  i s n a d  o f  th e  S y r ia n s  A b u  

U m a m a  an d  W a th ila  ib n  a l -A s q a c (d . A H  8 3 ), th e  B a sra n  A n a s  ib n  M a lik , 

an d  th e  A n sa r i A b u  1 -D ard a3 (d . A H  3 2 ) .12 In  th is  tra d itio n , th e  P ro p h e t 

h e a rs  th e  M u s lim s  q u a rre l a b o u t a  c e r ta in  re lig io u s  is su e , b e c o m e s  v e ry  

a n g ry  a n d  s ta r ts  d e l iv e r in g  a  le n g th y  s e rm o n  a g a in s t  c o n tro v e r s y .  It 

b e g in s  w ith  th e  s ta te m e n t th a t d isp u ta tio n s  a re  w h y  th e  a n c ie n ts  p e r ish e d  

{h a la ka ). T h e  e n s u in g  p a r ts  o f  th e  s e rm o n  a re  l in k e d  to  e a c h  o th e r  

th ro u g h  a  re c u rr in g  re fra in : “ G iv e  u p  d is p u ta tio n s  (m /rd 3) ! ” W h e n  th e  

re fra in  is s ta te d  fo r  th e  la s t tim e , it is a p p e n d e d  b y  a  f i r a q  tra d itio n  w h ich  

p ro v id e s  th e  h is to r ic a l b a c k g ro u n d  to  th e  s in  o f  m /rd 3: “ G iv e  u p  m ir a 3, 

b eca u se  th e  C h ild re n  o f  Is ra e l b e c a m e  d iv id e d  in to  71 p a r t i e s . . ., e tc .”

In  a n o th e r  s to ry , th e  c e n tra l f ig u re  is th e  C o m p a n io n  cA b d a lla h  ibn  

M a s cud  (d. a h  3 2 ), w h o se  n a m e  w as  a p p lie d  to  th e  Q u r3a n ic  q ira ^a  th a t

10 M u s l im ,  V I I I ,  5 7  ( 4 7 ,  B a b  a l - n a h y  ca n  i t t i b a c m u ta s h a b i h i  t - q u r Ja n ) \  A h m a d ,  

M u s n a d ,  I I , 1 9 2 ; A ju r r i ,  S h a r i ca , n o . 13 5 ; Ib n  B a tta ,  I b a n a :  I m a n ,  I I , n o . 7 9 5 .

11 Ib n  A b i S h a y b a ,  X , n o . 1 0 2 1 5 ; A ju r r i ,  S h a r i ca ,  n o . 1 3 7 ; Ib n  B a t ta ,  I b a n a :  I m a n ,  II , 

n o . 7 9 3 . T h e  is n a d :  cA b d  a l - R a h m a n  ib n  T h a w b a n  ( p r o b a b ly  m is ta k e n  f o r  M u h a m m a d  

ib n  cA b d  a l - R a h m a n  ib n  T h a w b a n ,  a  M e d in a n )  <— 'A b d a l l a h  ib n  cA m r «— P ro p h e t .

12 A ju r r i ,  S h a r i ca ,  n o . 1 0 6 ; Ib n  B a t t a ,  I b a n a :  im a n ,  I I ,  n o .  5 3 2 ;  T a b a r a n i ,  K a b ir ,  

V I I I ,  n o . 7 6 5 9 .
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w as p re v a le n t in  h is  to w n , K u fa . T h e  s to ry  a b o u t h im , w h ic h  ta k es  p la c e  

a lre a d y  d u rin g  M u h a m m a d ’s l ife tim e , is q u o te d  b y  th e  K u fa n  a l-N a z z a l 

ib n  S ab ra . c A b d a lla h  h e a rs  a  m a n  re c itin g  th e  Q u r ’an  a c c o rd in g  to  a  qi-  

r a Da  d if fe re n t f ro m  h is  o w n , a n d  h e  a p p e a ls  to  th e  P ro p h e t to  d e c id e  

w h o se  q ir a Da  is th e  c o r re c t  o n e . M u h a m m a d  say s: “ B o th  o f  y o u  h a v e  

d o n e  w e ll .” T h is  is g lo s s e d  b y  th e  fo llo w in g  s ta te m e n t o f  th e  P ro p h e t: 

“ D o  n o t d is a g re e  w ith  o n e  a n o th e r , b e c a u se  th o se  w h o  w ere  b e fo re  yo u 

d isa g re e d  (ik h ta la fu ) an d  th e re fo re  p e r ish e d  ( fa -h a la k u ) .”n

In  th e  v e rs io n  o f  th e  s a m e  sc e n e  tra n s m itte d  b y  th e  K u fa n  Z ir r  ibn  

H u b a y sh  (d . a h  8 3 ) fro m  Ib n  M a s cu d , th e  P ro p h e t re m a in s  s ile n t w ith  

a n g e r , an d  th e  s ta te m e n t a b o u t th e  fa te  o f  o ld  d iv id e d  c o m m u n it ie s  is 

d e liv e re d  b y  an  u n n a m e d  p e rso n  w h o  s ta n d s  b e s id e  th e  P ro p h e t.14 H e  is 

id e n tif ie d  in  fu r th e r  v e rs io n s  o f  Z ir r  as  c A ll ib n  A b i T a l ib .15 In  y e t a n 

o th e r  v e rs io n  o f  th e  s to ry , q u o te d  th is  tim e  fro m  Ib n  M a s°u d  b y  th e  

K u fan  A b u  W a ’ il (S h a q iq  ib n  S a la m a , d. A H  8 2 ) , cA li d isa p p e a rs  an d  th e  

P ro p h e t, w h ile  m e n tio n in g  th e  d is a s tro u s  fa te  su ffe re d  b y  th e  o ld  c o m 

m u n itie s  d u e  to  d isa g re e m e n t, a lso  re c o m m e n d s  th e  b e lie v e rs  to  lo o k  fo r 

th e  p e rso n  m o s t e x p e r t  o n  th e  re a d in g  o f  th e  Q u r ’an , a n d  to  fo llo w  h is  

re a d in g .16

T h e se  v e rs io n s  seem  to  b e tra y  a  S h ici to u c h , a s  th e y  p ro m o te  ° A li’s 

im ag e  as d e fe n d e r  o f  th e  Q u r ’an . T h is  a c c o rd s  w ith  h is  im ag e  as  an  an ti-  

h e re tica l w a rr io r , w h ic h  is a lso  p re se n te d  in  S u n n i h a d i th } 1

Q a d a rism

C o n tro v e rs ie s  c o n c e rn in g  th e  Q u r ’an  w e re  o f te n  fo c u se d  o n  th e  issu e  o f  

q a d a r , w h ic h , a s  s e e n  a b o v e ,18 w e re  d e n o u n c e d  as  o r ig in a tin g  in  Je w - 

is h - C h r is t ia n  m o d e s  o f  s c h ism . T h e  h a la k a  s ta te m e n t c o u ld  th e re fo re

13 B u k h a r i ,  S a h ih ,  I I I ,  1 5 8  ( 4 4 :1 ) ;  IV , 2 1 3  ( 6 0 :5 4 ) ;  V I , 2 4 5  ( 6 6 :3 7 ) ;  T a y a l i s i ,  M u s 

n a d ,  n o . 3 8 7 ; A h m a d , M u s n a d ,  I, 3 9 3 , 4 1 1 - 1 2 .  C f . Ib n  A b i S h a y b a ,  X , n o . 1 0 2 1 9 .

14 A h m a d , M u s n a d ,  1 ,4 2 1 ,  4 5 2 .

15 I b id . ,  I, 4 1 9 ;  A ju r r i ,  S h a r i ca ,  n o . 1 40; Ib n  B a t ta ,  I b a n a :  im a n ,  II , n o . 8 0 2 ; Ib n  H ib 

b a n ,  S a h ih ,  I I I ,  n o .  7 4 7 . C f .  T a b a r i ,  T a fs ir ,  I, 10; M u s ta d r a k ,  II , 2 2 3 - 2 4 ;  Ib n  cA b d  a l-  

B a r r , T a m h id ,  V I I I ,  2 8 9 .

16 A h m a d , M u s n a d ,  1 ,4 0 1 .

17 A b o v e , 157.

18 A b o v e , 1 7 7 - 7 9 .
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a lso  be e m p lo y e d  to  d e n o u n c e  Q a d a r ism . In  th e  re le v a n t v e rs io n s , th e  

la b e ls  “ C h ild re n  o f  I s r a e l”  a n d  “ th o se  b e fo re  y o u ”  a re  in te rc h a n g e d . 

S o m e  a re  tra c e d  b a c k  to  th e  P ro p h e t h im se lf , a n d  th is  is th e  sc e n e  in 

th em : th e  P ro p h e t m e e ts  a  few  C o m p a n io n s  w h o  a re  e n g a g e d  in  a  d e b a te  

a b o u t q a d a r , h e  b e c o m e s  fu r io u s , a n d  in  h is  a n g e r  h e  u tte r s  a  h a la ka  

s ta te m e n t a s se r tin g  th a t th is  is n o t w h a t th e y  a re  m e a n t to  d o , an d  th a t th e  

p re v io u s  c o m m u n itie s  p e r ish e d  b e c a u se  th e y  h e ld  d e b a te s  a b o u t q a d a r . 19 

O th e r  v e rs io n s  a re  n o n -p ro p h e tic . O n e  o f  th e  la t te r  is a  M e d in a n  s ta te 

m e n t a t tr ib u te d  to  Ib n  c A b b a s , w h o  a s se r ts  th a t th e  C h ild re n  o f  Is rae l 

w e re  v ic to r io u s  as  lo n g  as  th e y  a d h e re d  to  th e  r ig h t le g a l sy s te m  (sh a - 

r i ca)', w h en  th e y  s ta r te d  d e b a tin g  th e  issu e  o f  q a d a r  an d  b e c a m e  d iv id e d , 

th e ir  e n e m ie s  d e fe a te d  an d  d e s tro y e d  th e m .20 T h e  c a l ip h  cU m a r  is c r e 

d ite d  w ith  a  s im ila r  s ta te m e n t to  th e  e ffe c t th a t “ th o se  b e fo re  y o u ” p e r is h 

e d  b e c a u se  o f  th e ir  v ie w s  a b o u t q a d a r .21 T h e  C o m p a n io n  A b u  U m a m a  

d e c la re s  th a t th e  f irs t e r ro r  o f  e v e ry  c o m m u n ity  a f te r  th e  d e a th  o f  its p ro 

p h e t w as th e  d e n ia l o f  q a d a r .22

In  th e  fo llo w in g  tr a d i t io n ,  th e  P ro p h e t d e c la re s  th a t  7 0  d if f e r e n t  

p ro p h e ts  h a v e  a lre a d y  c u rs e d  th e  Q a d a ris  (a s  w e ll a s  th e  M u r jiDis)  w h o  

w ere  c o rru p tin g  th e ir  re sp e c tiv e  p e o p le s .23 T h e  Q a d a r i te n e ts  w e re  a lso  

b u il t  in to  th e  b io g ra p h y  o f  a  s p e c if ic  Is ra e li te  p ro p h e t,  cU z a y r , w h o se  

n a m e  is a s s o c ia te d  in  th e  Q u r 3an  (9 :3 0 )  w ith  J e w ish  p o ly th e is tic  te n e ts .

19 E .g .  T irm id h i /T w /j/a ,  V I , 3 3 4 - 3 5  (3 0 :1 ) ;  Ib n  B a t t a ,  I b a n a :  I m a n ,  I I , n o . 5 3 9 . T h e  

t r a d i t io n  is  o f  H is h a m  ib n  H a s s a n  a l - Q u r d u s i  ( B a s r a n ,  d . a h  1 4 7 )  <— M u h a m m a d  ib n  

S ir in  ( B a s r a n ,  d .  A H  1 1 0 ) <— A b u  H u r a y r a  <— P r o p h e t .  S e e  a ls o  Ib n  A b i cA s im , S u n n a ,  

n o s .  3 2 2 , 3 2 7 ;  F i r y a b i ,  Q a d a r ,  n o .  2 4 1 ;  Ib n  B a t t a ,  I b a n a :  Q a d a r ,  I, n o .  1 2 7 5 ; I I , n o . 

1 9 8 2  ( t h e  t r a d i t io n s  o f  'A b d a l l a h  ib n  c A m r ,  Ib n  c U m a r  a n d  A b u  D h a r r ) .  C f .  A ju r r i ,  

S h a r i ca ,  p . 1 2 8 ; Ib n  B a tta ,  I b a n a :  I m a n ,  II , n o . 5 2 6 .

20 L a l ik a ’ i, I I , n o . 1 1 3 3 . T h e  is n a d :  I s h a q  ib n  'A b d a l l a h  ib n  a l - H a r i t h  ib n  N a w f a l  

( M e d in a n )  <— h is  f a th e r  'A b d a l l a h  ib n  a l - H a r i th  ib n  N a w f a l  ib n  a l - H a r i t h  ( M e d in a n ,  d . 

A H  8 4 )  <— Ib n  'A b b a s .

21 L a lik iC i,  II , n o . 1 2 0 8 . T h e  i s n a d :  Y a 'q u b  ib n  'A b d a l l a h  a l - Q u m m i (d . A H  1 7 4 ) <— 

J a ' f a r  ib n  A b i 1 -M u g h ira  a l - Q u m m i <— S a ' i d  ib n  c A b d  a l - R a h m a n  ib n  A b z a  ( K u f a n )  <— 

‘ U m a r .

22 Ib n  B a t ta ,  I b a n a :  im a n ,  I I , n o . 5 2 6 .

23 E .g .  A ju r r i ,  S h a r i ca ,  n o .  3 6 6 ;  I b n  A b i  'A s i m ,  S u n n a ,  n o s .  3 2 5 , 9 5 2 ;  T a b a r a n i ,  

K a b ir ,  X X , n o . 2 3 2 ; L a l i k a ’ i, II , n o . 1 1 5 9 ; I I I ,  n o . 1 8 0 2 . C f . R a b ic ib n  H a b ib ,  n o s .  7 6 8 , 

8 0 6 . A n d  s e e  V a n  E s s ,  Z w is c h e n  H a d .it u n d  T h e o lo g ie ,  1 3 1 - 3 2 .
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M u slim  tra d itio n  say s  th a t G o d  e x p u n g e d  cU z a y r ’s n a m e  fro m  th e  lis t o f  

p ro p h e ts  b e c a u se  h e  re fu se d  to  b e lie v e  in q a d a r  a n d  in q u ire d  in to  it .24 

Im p lic it in  all o f  th e se  tra d itio n s  is th e  n o tio n  th a t th e  M u slim s  a re  b o u n d  

to  p e rish  u n le ss  th e y  a b a n d o n  Q a d a rism .

“B e a tin g "  P a r ts  o f  S c r ip tu re

T h e  p a ra lle lism  b e tw e e n  th e  B ib le  a n d  th e  Q u r°an  as b ases  fo r  d is se n s io n  

an d  d iv is io n  is p a r tic u la r ly  e v id e n t in  so m e  v e rs io n s  o f  th e  h a la ka  s ta te 

m e n t w h ic h  d e n o u n c e  c e r ta in  ra tio n a l m e th o d s  o f  h a n d lin g  th e  Q u rDan ic  

te x t. T h e se  a re  b e lie v e d  to  b e  th e  o u tc o m e  o f  Je w ish  an d  C h ris tia n  in f lu 

e n c e , an d  s ta n d  in  sh a rp  c o n tra s t to  th e  v a lu e  o f  su n n a .

O n e  su ch  m e th o d  is d e sc r ib e d  in  o u r  so u rc e s  as  d a rb u  l-k ita b i b a cd ih i 

b i-b a cd in : “ b e a t in g  p a r ts  o f  s c r ip tu re  a g a in s t  o th e r  p a r ts  o f  i t” . T h is  

re m in d s  o n e  o f  th e  H e b re w  te rm  heq q esh :  “ b e a tin g  to g e th e r” . In  th e  T a l 

m u d , h eq q esh  is o n e  o f  th e  “ m e a su re s ” (m id d o th ) b y  w h ic h  th e  T o ra h  is 

in te rp re te d , an d  is u se d  w ith  re fe re n c e  to  th e  ju x ta p o s it io n  o f  tw o  s u b 

je c ts  in th e  T o ra h , d e m o n s tra tin g  th a t th e y  sh o u ld  b e  tre a te d  in  th e  sam e  

m a n n e r . T h e  H e b re w  h eq q esh  is th e  o r ig in  o f  th e  A ra b ic  q iy a s  ( “a n a 

lo g o u s  d e d u c t io n ” ), w h ich  h as  a lre a d y  b e e n  seen  a b o v e  as  a  ta rg e t o f  th e  

f i r a q  tra d itio n .25 H o w e v e r , in  th e  p re se n t c o n te x t,  d a rb  a l-k ita b  d o e s  n o t 

s tan d  fo r  q iy a s  p ro p e r, b u t ra th e r  fo r  e x e g e tic a l a n d  d o g m a tic  d isc u ss io n s  

in  w h ic h  th e  d e b a tin g  p a r tie s  a d d u c e  d if fe re n t p a r ts  o f  sc r ip tu re  to  reb u t 

e a c h  o th e r ’s a rg u m e n ts . N e v e r th e le s s , th e  h a la k a  s ta te m e n t,  w h ic h  w as  

e m p lo y e d  to  d e n o u n c e  th is  k in d  o f  d e lib e ra tio n , c o n f irm s  th e  p re su m e d  

Is ra e lite  o rig in  o f  d a rb  a l-k ita b .

O n e  o f  th e  re le v a n t v e rs io n s  is a g a in  a ttr ib u te d  to  A b u  U m am a . T h is  

tim e  h e  d e sc r ib e s  a sc e n e  in  w h ic h  th e  P ro p h e t o b se rv e s  p e o p le  a rg u in g  

w ith  e a c h  o th e r  a b o u t th e  Q u r3an. M u h a m m a d  b e c o m e s  v e ry  an g ry ; h is  

fa c e  c h a n g e s  as  th o u g h  v in e g a r  h a s  b een  p o u re d  o n  it, a n d  he say s ; “ D o  

n o t b e a t p a r ts  o f  th e  Q u r3an  a g a in s t  o th e r  p a r ts  o f  it, b e c a u se  n o  c o m 

m u n ity  w as  lo s t (d a lla ) u n le ss  it to o k  to  d is p u ta tio n  ( j a d a l ) .” T h e  P ro 

24 F i r y a b i ,  Q a d a r ,  n o s .  3 3 3 - 3 4 ;  T a b a r a n i ,  K a b ir ,  X , n o .  1 0 6 0 6 ; Ib n  B a t t a ,  I b a n a :  

Q a d a r ,  I I , n o . 1 9 9 0 ; L a l i k a ’ i, 11, n o s .  1 3 4 2 - 4 3 .  F o r  o th e r  r e f e r e n c e s  s e e  L a z a r u s - Y a f e h ,  

I n t e r tw in e d  W o r ld s ,  5 3  n . 10.

25 A b o v e , 1 5 7 -5 8 .
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p h e t th e n  a d d u c e s  S u ra t a l -Z u k h ru f  (4 3 ):5 8 : . . .m a  darab u .h u  la k a  il ia  

ja d a la n : “ th e y  o n ly  b e a t it fo r  y o u  fo r  d is p u ta tio n ” .26

M o re  p re v a le n t  a re  th e  v e rs io n s  w h ic h  a re  a g a in  c irc u la te d  o n  th e  

a u th o rity  o f  cA b d a lla h  ib n  °A m r ib n  a l - cA s. In  o n e  o f  h is  tra d itio n s , th e  

P ro p h e t is sa id  to  h a v e  h e a rd  p e o p le  try in g  to  re b u t (y a ta d a r a ’u n a ) each  

o th e r ’s a rg u m e n ts  b y  q u o tin g  Q u r3a n ic  v e rse s  a t e a c h  o th e r . T h e re u p o n  

th e  P ro p h e t sa y s :27

T h o s e  w h o  w e re  b e f o r e  y o u  p e r i s h e d  b e c a u s e  o f  th is ;  th e y  b e a t  p a r t s  o f  G o d ’s 

B o o k  a g a in s t  o th e r  p a r t s  o f  it ;  b u t  a l l  r e v e a l e d  p a r t s  o f  th e  B o o k  c o n f i r m  e a c h  

o th e r .  D o  n o t  r e f u te  p a r ts  o f  it  b y  o th e r  p a r t s  o f  it . S a y  o n ly  w h a t  y o u  k n o w  [ f o r  

s u re ]  a b o u t  it , a n d  c o n s u l t  e x p e r t s  o n  w h a t  y o u  d o  n o t  k n o w  o f  it.

In  y e t a n o th e r  v e rs io n  o f  cA b d a lla h  ib n  cA m r’s tra d itio n , th e  s in  o f  b e a t 

ing  p a rts  o f  sc r ip tu re  a g a in s t o th e r  p a r ts  o f  it is id e n tif ie d  as  Q a d a rism . In 

th is  v e rs io n , cA b d a lla h  ib n  cA m r re la te s  th a t  th e  P ro p h e t o n c e  h e a rd  

p e o p le  a rg u in g  a b o u t q a d a r  an d  sa id  an g rily : “ Is th is  w h a t y o u  h a v e  b een  

c re a te d  fo r— to  b e a t p a r ts  o f  th e  Q u r3an  a g a in s t  o th e r  p a r ts  o f  it?  T h e  

c o m m u n itie s  b e fo re  y o u  w ere  d e s tro y e d  b e c a u se  o f  th is .”28

R a 3y a n d  Q iy as

C lo se ly  a s so c ia te d  w ith  d a rb  a l-k ita b  is r a ’y , w h ic h  w as  a lso  d is c u s se d  

a b o v e  as  a  ta rg e t  o f  th e  f i r a q  t r a d i t io n .29 A s w ith  d a rb  a l-k i ta b ,  it to o  

re p re s e n ts  th e  m a n ip u la t io n  o f  s c r ip tu re  in d e p e n d e n tly  o f  le g it im a te  

m e a su re s  su c h  as  th e  su n n a . A  h a la k a  s ta te m e n t (w ith  d .l.l .)  w as  a lso  

e m p lo y e d  to  c o n d e m n  it, w h ic h  tu rn e d  th is  p ra c t ic e  in to  a n  o r ig in  o f  

w o rld ly  c a ta c ly sm . T h e  re le v a n t tra d itio n  is  o f  cU rw a  ib n  a l-Z u b a y r , w h o

26 T a b a r i ,  T a fs ir ,  X X V , 5 3 . S e e  a l s o  A ju r r i ,  S h a r i ca ,  61 (n o . 1 3 8 ); Ib n  B a t ta ,  I b a n a :  

Im a n ,  II , n o s .  5 2 7 - 3 0 ,  5 3 4 , 7 9 6 .

27 T h e  is n a d :  cA m r  ib n  S h u 'a y b  ( M e d in a n ,  d . AH 1 1 8 )  <— h is  f a th e r  <— h i s  g r a n d 

f a th e r ,  cA b d a I la h  ib n  cA m r  ib n  a l - c A s  <— P r o p h e t .  S e e  cA b d  a l - R a z z a q ,  M u s a n n a f ,  X I , 

n o . 2 0 3 6 7 ;  A h m a d ,  M u s n a d ,  I I , 1 8 1 , 1 8 5 , 1 9 6 ; id e m , M a s ^ a la t  a l - Q u r Ja n ,  4 9 ;  A ju r r i ,  

S h a r i ca ,  61  (n o .  1 3 6 ); Ib n  B a t ta ,  I b a n a :  I m a n ,  I I , n o . 7 9 4 ; S u y u t i ,  D u r r ,  I I , 8 . A n d  s e e  a  

s im i la r  v e r s io n  w ith  a  d i f f e r e n t  i s n a d  in  L a l i k a 3i, II , n o . 1 1 2 0 .

28 Ib n  M a ja ,  I, n o . 8 5  ( M u q a d d im a , 10). A ls o  A h m a d , M u s n a d ,  I I , 1 78 .

29 A b o v e , 1 5 7 - 5 8 .
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re la te s  th a t th e  a f fa ir  (a m r)  o f  th e  C h ild re n  o f  Is ra e l w as  s tra ig h t u n til th e  

m u w a lla d u n — c h ild re n  o f  c a p tu re d  w o m e n  ta k e n  a s  p r is o n e r s  b y  th e  

Is ra e lite s  fro m  fo re ig n  c o m m u n itie s— g re w  u p . T h e y  sp re a d  th e  sy s te m  

o f  ra ^y  a m o n g  th e m  a n d  le d  th e m  a s tra y  ( fa -a d a l lu h u m ) .30 cU rw a ’s 

tra d itio n  is tra c e d  b a c k  to  cU m a r ib n  a l-K h a tta b ,31 an d  a  s im ila r  s ta te m e n t 

is a ttr ib u te d  to  th e  P ro p h e t h im se lf  th ro u g h  0 A b d a lla h  ib n  cA m r.32 In  y e t 

a n o th e r  v e rs io n  o f  th e  s a m e  s ta te m e n t, q u o te d  fro m  th e  P ro p h e t b y  th e  

S y ria n  C o m p a n io n  W a th ila  ib n  a l -A s q a c (S y r ia n , d . AH 8 3 ), r a ’y  is r e 

p la c e d  by  q iy a s .33

T h e se  tra d itio n s  im p ly  th a t r a Jy  p e n e tra te d  Is la m ic  s o c ie ty  fro m  th e  

fo re ig n  c o m m u n itie s  w h o  c a m e  u n d e r  th e  c o n tro l o f  Is la m ,34 an d  th ey  see  

in r a y  a  fa ta l m a n ife s ta tio n  o f  a ss im ila tio n .

In  m o re  h a la k a  s ta te m e n ts , q iy a s  h a s  b e c o m e  a  c a u se  fo r  Is ra e li te  d is 

a s te r , an d  it is s ta te d  th a t th e  C h ild re n  o f  Is ra e l p e r ish e d  (h a la k a ) b e c a u se  

th e y  p ra c t is e d  q iya s. T h is  s ta te m e n t, m a d e  b y  M u h a m m a d ’s M e d in a n  

s e c re ta ry  Z a y d  ib n  T h a b i t  (d . ca . AH 5 0 ) , im p lie s  th a t  th e  s a m e  fa te  

aw a its  M u slim s  p ra c tis in g  q iy a s .35

E x a g g e r a t e d  I n q u ir i e s

T h e  h a la ka  s ta te m e n t w a s  a lso  d ire c te d  a t sp e c if ic  m a n ife s ta tio n s  o f  in 

d iv id u a l  th in k in g , s u c h  a s  r a is in g  q u e s t io n s  a n d  in v e s t ig a t in g  in to  

re lig io u s  d u tie s . A  w id e ly  c u rre n t B a s ra n  tra d itio n  a b o u t th e  P ro p h e t, as  

re la te d  by  th e  C o m p a n io n  A b u  H u ra y ra , sa y s  th a t w h e n  th e  P ro p h e t a n 

n o u n c e d  th e  d u ty  o f  p ilg r im a g e , s o m e o n e  a sk e d  h im : “ E a c h  y e a r? ”  T h e  

P ro p h e t re fu se d  to  a n sw e r, an d  la te r  o n  e x p la in e d  th a t h a d  h e  sa id  “ Y e s” , 

p ilg r im a g e  w o u ld  h a v e  b e c o m e  a  y e a r ly  o b lig a tio n , a n d  h e n c e  u n b e a r 

ab le . H e th e n  w e n t o n  to  say:

30 D a r im i ,  I , n o . 1 2 0  (M u q a d d i m a , 1 7 ); Ib n  cA b d  a l - B a r r ,  J d m i : b a y a n  a l - cilm ,  I I , 

136.

31 S a y f  ib n  cU m a r ,  18 (n o .  2 1 ) .

32 Ib n  M a ja ,  I, n o . 5 6  (M u q a d d im a , 8 ) ;  M a j m a c a l - z a w d : id ,  I, 18 5 ( f ro m  a l- B a z z a r ) .

33 Ib n  B a t ta ,  I b a n a :  im a n ,  I I , n o . 8 1 4 .

34 O n  th is  t r a d i t io n  s e e  G o ld z ih e r ,  M u s l im  S t u d i e s ,  I I ,  8 0 .  C f .  K is te r ,  “H a d d i th u " , 

2 3 2 .

35 Ib n  B a t ta ,  I b a n a :  I m a n ,  I, n o . 3 1 8 .
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L e a v e  m e  a lo n e  a s  lo n g  a s  I le a v e  y o u  a lo n e  ( i .e .  d o  n o t  a s k  q u e s t io n s  a b o u t  

m a t te r s  n o t  m e n t io n e d  b y  m e ) .  T h o s e  w h o  w e re  b e f o r e  y o u  p e r i s h e d  b e c a u s e  

th e y  a s k e d  th e i r  p r o p h e t s  to o  m a n y  q u e s t io n s  a n d  d i s a g r e e d  w i th  th e m . W h e n  I 

c o m m a n d  y o u  to  d o  s o m e th in g ,  j u s t  d o  y o u r  b e s t  to  c o m p ly ,  a n d  w h e n  I p r o h ib i t  

y o u  f r o m  d o in g  s o m e th in g ,  j u s t  s to p  d o in g  it.

T h e  v e rs io n  o f  A b u  H u ra y ra  g a in e d  w id e  c irc u la tio n  in  h a d ith  c o m p ila 

t io n s ,36 an d  th e re  a re  a lso  sh o r t v e rs io n s  w h ic h  d o  n o t re fe r  to  p ilg r im a g e  

in p a r tic u la r ; th e se  a re  re p o r te d  b y  T a w u s  ib n  K a y sa n  (Y e m e n i, d . a h  

101 )37 as w e ll a s  by  A b u  H u ra y ra .38

T h e  s a m e  s ta te m e n t o f  th e  P ro p h e t a g a in s t q u e r ie s  c o n c e rn in g  p re 

s c rib ed  d u tie s  w as b u il t  in to  th e  e x e g e s is  o f  S u ra t a l -M a 3id a  (5): 1 0 1 -1 0 2 . 

H ere  th e  Q u r°a n  s ta te s  th a t “ p e o p le  b e fo re  y o u ” a sk e d  c e r ta in  q u e s tio n s  

an d  a f te rw a rd s  th e y  d is b e l ie v e d  [in  th e  a n sw e rs ] ; th e  Q u C a n  fo rb id s  th e  

M u slim  b e lie v e rs  to  a sk  q u e s tio n s  th a t m ig h t v ex  th e m  i f  th e y  w ere  a n s 

w ered . T h e  c o m m e n ta to rs  e x p la in  th a t th e  p a ssa g e  re fe rs  to  th e  C h ild re n  

o f  Is ra e l, w h o  a sk e d  o f  J e su s  th e  so n  o f  M a ry  to  p e rfo rm  th e  m ira c le  o f  

th e  T a b le  fo r  th e m , b u t d is b e l ie v e d  in  it la te r  o n .39 S o m e  Q u r 3a n  c o m 

m e n ta to rs  re c o rd e d  fo r  th is  v e rse  th e  a b o v e  h a la k a  s ta te m e n t o f  A b u  H u 

ra y ra ,40 a s  w e ll as  s im i la r  v e rs io n s  o f  A b u  U m a m a 41 a n d  a l-H a s a n  a l- 

B a s ri.42

A  n o n -p ro p h e tic  h a la k a  s ta te m e n t to  th e  sam e  e f fe c t is  a lso  a v a ilab le . 

T h e  S h ici S a lim  ib n  A b i H a fs a  a l - cI jli (K u fa n , d . ca. AH 140) s ta te s :

36 M u s l im ,  IV , 1 0 2  ( 1 5 ,  B a b  f a r d  a l - h a j j  m a r r a ta n  f t  l - cu m r i) \  N a s a ’ i, K u b r a , I I , n o . 

3 5 9 8  (2 8 :1 ) ;  A h m a d ,  M u s n a d , I I , 5 0 8 . F o r  o th e r  s i tu a t io n s  s e e  A h m a d ,  M u s n a d ,  II , 5 0 3 ; 

Ib n  H ib b a n , S a h ih ,  X IV , n o .  6 2 4 5 .

37 cA b d  a l - R a z z a q ,  M u s a n n a f ,  X I , n o . 2 0 3 7 3 .

38 H a m m a m  ib n  M u n a b b ih ,  a l - S a h i f a  ca n  A b i  H u r a y r a ,  n o . 3 2 ;  cA b d  a l - R a z z a q ,  

M u s a n n a f ,  X I ,  n o s .  2 0 3 7 2 ,  2 0 3 7 4 ;  B u k h a r i ,  S a h ih ,  IX , 11 7 (9 6 :2 ) ;  M u s l im ,  V I I , 9 1 - 9 2  

(4 3 , B a b  ta w q i r ih i  ( s )  w a - ta r k  i k th a r  s u 3d U h i)\  T i r m id h i /T u h fa ,  V I I ,  n o .  2 8 1 9  ( 3 9 :1 7 ) ;  

Ib n  M a ja ,  I, n o .  2  (M u q a d d i m a , 1); A h m a d ,  M u s n a d ,  I I , 2 4 7 ,  2 5 8 ,  3 1 3 ,  4 2 8 ,  4 4 7 - 4 8 ,  

4 5 7  (a h l  a l - k i ta b ) ,  4 6 7 ,  4 8 2 ,  4 9 5 ,  5 1 7 ;  Ib n  B a t t a ,  I b a n a :  I m a n ,  I, n o s .  2 8 4 - 8 6 ;  Ib n  

H ib b a n , S a h ih ,  I, n o s .  18, 1 9 , 2 1 ; Ib n  cA b d  a l - B a r r , J d m i c b a y a n  a l - cilm ,  II , 141 .

39 M u q a t i l ,  I, 5 0 9 ;  T a b a r i ,  T a fs ir ,  V I I ,  5 4 ,  5 6 .

40 T a b a r i ,  T a fs ir ,  V I I ,  5 3 .

41 Ib id . ,  V II , 5 3 .

42 H u w w a r i ,  I, 5 0 2 .
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“T h o s e  w h o  w e re  b e fo re  y o u  in v e s t ig a te d  a n d  in q u ire d  (b a h a th u  w a-  

n a q q a ru ),  till th e y  w ere  lo s t in th e  w ild e rn e ss  ( ta h u ) .”43

T h e  s a m e  h a la k a  s ta te m e n t w as  a d d u c e d  b y  cA b d  a l-R a h m a n  ibn A b i 

1-Z inad  (M e d in a n , d . a h  174) a g a in s t th e  w a y s  o f  “ th e  p e o p le  o f  e v il  

in c lin a tio n s” (a h l a l-a h w a ’), m e a n in g  h e re tic s ; h e  d e f in e s  th e m  a s  th o se  

w h o  d e lv e  in  d e b a te s , in v e s tig a tio n s  a n d  r a ’y ,  a n d  fa ls ify  th e  Q u r3an ic  

ta ’w il  a n d  th e  su n a n  o f  th e  P ro p h e t. T h e  tr a d i t io n is t  s a y s  th a t th e  b e s t 

M u slim s  o f  th e  f irs t  g e n e ra tio n s  w a rn e d  a g a in s t su c h  in q u is itiv e  p e rso n s . 

H e  a rg u e s  fu r th e r  th a t s in ce  th e  P ro p h e t a lre a d y  p ro h ib i te d  q u e r ie s  a t a 

tim e  w h e n  p e o p le  k n e w  o n ly  o n e  p e r  c e n t o f  w h a t th e y  k n o w  to d a y , th e  

h e re tic s  o f  to d a y  a re  a ll th e  m o re  a s tra y , b e c a u se  th e y  d a b b le  in  in d iv id 

ual th in k in g  in s te a d  o f  a d h e rin g  to  th e  su n a n .  T o  su p p o rt h is  a rg u m e n ts , 

h e  a d d u c e s  th e  a b o v e  P ro p h e tic  u tte ra n c e  d e m a n d in g  u n q u e s tio n e d  o b e 

d ie n c e  to  M u h a m m a d , w ith  th e  h a la ka  s ta te m e n t th a t w as  lin k e d  to  it.44

G h u lu w w

W o rth le s s  a n d  im p e r tin e n t in q u ir ie s  a re  so m e tim e s  la b e lle d  a l-g h u lu w w  

f i  l-d in : “ e x c e ss iv e  o b se rv a n c e  o f  re lig io n ” . T h is  is a lre a d y  c o n d e m n e d  in 

Q u r3a n ic  a n ti-C h r is tia n  p a s sa g e s ,45 an d  is u su a lly  e x p la in e d  a s  p e r ta in in g  

to  in v e s tig a tio n s  in to  m a tte rs  o f  re lig io n  an d  a p p ly in g  o n e s e lf  to  th e  d is 

c o v e ry  o f  th e ir  c a u se s , e sp e c ia lly  re g a rd in g  th e  p ra c tic a l r ite s  a n d  c e re 

m o n ie s .46 A  h a la k a  s ta te m e n t a g a in s t g h u lu w w  is a g a in  b u ilt in to  a  s to ry  

a b o u t th e  p ilg r im a g e , as re la te d  by  A bu  l- cA liy a , R u fa y c ib n  M ih ra n  (B a 

s ra n , d . a h  9 0 ). T h is  tim e  it d e a ls  w ith  th e  r ite  k n o w n  a s  ra m y , th a t is, 

th ro w in g  sm a ll p e b b le s  a t th e  th re e  s to n e -h e a p s  ( ja m a r a t ) in  M in a . Ib n  

c A b b a s  a c c o m p a n ie s  th e  P ro p h e t, w h o  a sk s  h im  to  fe tc h  su c h  p e b b le s , 

an d  th e  P ro p h e t e x h ib its  th e m  to  th e  b e lie v e rs , s ta tin g : “T h ro w  p e b b le s  

lik e  th e se  [an d  n o t b ig g e r  o n e s— U .R .]” . H e  th e n  g o e s  o n  to  a n n o u n c e  a 

h a la k a  s ta te m e n t: “ B e w a re  o f  g h u lu w w  in  re l ig io n , b e c a u se  it b ro u g h t 

p e rd itio n  u p o n  th o se  w h o  w ere  b e fo re  y o u .”47

43 Ib n  B a t ta ,  I b a n a :  I m a n ,  I, n o . 3 0 8 .

44 I b id . ,  I I , n o . 6 5 8 .

45 5 :7 7 ;  4 :1 7 1 .

46 L a n e , L e x ic o n ,  s .v .  g h .l .w .

47 A h m a d ,  M u s n a d ,  I, 2 1 5 ,  3 4 7 ; Ib n  M a ja ,  I I , n o . 3 0 2 9  (2 5 :6 3 ) ;  N a s a 3i, K u b r a ,  I I , n o .



202 W a rn in g  fr o m  th e  P a s t:  th e  Halaka S ta te m e n t

S t o r y t e l l i n g  a n d  M o n a s t i c i sm

T h e re  a re  o th e r  p h e n o m e n a  sh o w in g  d e v ia tio n  fro m  th e  c o r re c t  w a y  to  

im p le m e n t th e  Q u r3an , w h ic h  in v o lv e  th e  a d o p tio n  o f  a l te rn a tiv e  o rig in s  

o f  g u id a n c e  o th e r  th a n  th e  s u n n a .  T h e se  to o  b e c a m e  ta rg e ts  fo r  h a la ka  

s ta te m e n ts . S u c h  a l te rn a t iv e  o r ig in s  a re  e x -Q u r° a n ic  te x ts  th a t  w e re  

c re a te d  u n d e r  c le a r  J e w is h -C h r is t ia n  in f lu e n c e , in c lu d in g  s to r ie s  (q is a s ) 

d is s e m in a te d  b y  s to ry te lle rs  (q u s sa s )48 w h o  d e r iv e d  th e ir  m a te r ia l fro m  

th e  Je w s . T h e  h a la k a  s ta te m e n t w a s  le v e lle d  a t th e m , th u s  tu rn in g  th e ir  

a r t  in to  an  o r ig in  o f  c a ta c ly sm . T h e  re le v a n t tra d itio n  is  re la te d  o n  th e  

a u th o rity  o f  th e  C o m p a n io n  K h a b b a b  ibn  a l-A ra t t  (d . AH 3 7 ) , a s  q u o te d  

b y  th e  K u fa n  cA b d a lla h  ib n  A b i 1 -H udhay l. In  it th e  P ro p h e t sa y s  th a t 

w h en  th e  C h ild re n  o f  Is rae l p e r ish e d , th ey  w e re  p ra c tis in g  s to ry te llin g .49

S e a rc h in g  fo r  g u id a n c e  in  n o n -A ra b  so u rc e s  c o u ld  le a d  th e  b e lie v e rs  

to  p e rso n s  o f  re l ig io u s  a n d  m o ra l a u th o rity , su c h  as  C h r is t ia n  h e rm its  

(ru h b a n , s in g , r a h ib ) .  T h e  h a la k a  s ta te m e n t w as  e m p lo y e d  to  d im in ish  

th e ir  in f lu e n c e  w ith  M u s lim s  p ra c tis in g  a sc e tic ism  (z u h d ) .50 T h e  P ro p h e t 

is sa id  to  h a v e  s ta ted : “ W h e n  tra n sg re s so rs  (fu s s a q ) ta k e  up  s to ry te llin g  

a n d  m y  c o m m u n ity  fo llo w s  th e  w a y  o f  th e  h e rm its , it is t im e  fo r  y o u  to  

e sc a p e  fro m  th is  w o r ld !”  S o m e o n e  a sk ed : “ W h a t is th e  w a y  o f  th e  h e r 

m i ts ? ” T h e  P ro p h e t: “ T h e y  (i.e . th e  M u s lim s )  w ill im ita te  th e i r  o u te r  

a p p e a ra n c e  a n d  th e ir  z e a lo u s  d e v o tio n .”51 T h is  is n o t an  e x p lic i t  h a la k a  

s ta te m e n t b u t th e  id e a  is th e  sa m e , n a m e ly , th a t im ita tin g  h e rm its  a s  w e ll 

a s  s to ry te llin g  p o rte n d  th e  e n d  o f  th e  w orld .

A p o c r y p h a

M o re  v e rs io n s  o f  th e  h a la k a  s ta te m e n t a re  a im e d  a t a p o c ry p h a l w ritin g s  

o f  J e w ish  o r ig in  w h ic h  M u slim s  u se d  as a l te rn a tiv e  so u rc e s  fo r  g u id a n c e .

4 0 6 3  ( 2 8 :2 2 1 ) .

48 C f . K h a l i l  A th a m i n a ,  “ A l - Q a s a s :  I ts  D e v e lo p m e n t ,  R e l i g io u s  O r ig i n  a n d  I ts  

S o c io - P o l i t i c a l  Im p a c t  o n  E a r ly  M u s l im  S o c ie ty ” , S tu d ia  I s la m ic a  7 6  ( 1 9 9 2 ) ,  5 3 - 7 4 .

49 L a m m a  h a la k u  q a s s u .  S e e  T a b a r a n i ,  K a b ir , IV , n o . 3 7 0 5 ;  A b u  N u ca y m , H ily a ,  IV , 

3 6 2 ; M a j m a c a l - z a w a Jid , I, 1 9 4  (T a b a r a n i ) .

50 O n  th e  r e l a t i o n s h ip  b e tw e e n  I s l a m ic  a s c e t i c i s m  a n d  C h r i s t i a n  m o n a s t i c i s m  s e e  

L iv n e - K a f r i ,  “ E a r ly  M u s l im  A s c e t i c s ” , 1 0 5 - 1 2 9 .

51 D a n i ,  F i t a n , I I I ,  n o . 2 2 8 .
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R e lia n c e  o n  th e se  k in d s  o f  te x ts  is c o n d e m n e d  b y  th e  Q u r ’an . S u ra t a l-  

B a q a ra  (2 ) :7 9  b e m o a n s  th o se  “ w h o  w rite  th e  b o o k  w ith  th e ir  o w n  h a n d s  

c la im in g  th a t it is o f  G o d , in  o rd e r  to  se ll it  a t  a  sm all p r ic e . . , .”52 T h e  K u 

fan  a l-S u d d i (d . a h  128) say s  th a t th e  v e rse  re fe rs  to  Je w s  w h o  c o m p o se d  

a  b o o k  an d  so ld  it to  th e  A ra b s  a t a  lo w  p ric e , te llin g  th e m  th a t it w as  a  

b o o k  o f  G o d .53

T h e  h a la k a  s ta te m e n t c o n d e m n in g  th e se  w ritin g s  a p p ea rs  in  trad itio n s  

o f  K u fa n  p ro v e n a n c e  w h ic h  a re  a g a in  a ttr ib u te d  to  c A b d a lla h  ib n  M as- 

cu d .54 T h e  K u fa n  A b u  l-S h a 'T h a 3 re la te s  th a t Ib n  M a s cu d  w as  sh o w n  a 

b o o k  in  w h ic h  Q u rDa n ic  p h ra s e s  w e re  u se d , su c h  as  s u b h a n a  lla h , a l-  

h a m d u  li- lla h , la  ila h a  ilia  lla h , a lla h u  a k b a r ,  a n d  so  on. H e  sa id : “ W h a t 

th is  b o o k  c o n ta in s  is n o th in g  b u t in n o v a tio n  (b id ca ), d is s e n s io n  ( f i tn a )  

a n d  e r ro r . S u c h  b o o k s  b ro u g h t p e rd it io n  (a h la ka )  u p o n  th o s e  b e fo re  

y o u .”55 In a n o th e r  v e rs io n  b y  M u rra  ib n  S h a ra h il a l-H a m d a n i (K u fa n , d. 

a h  7 6 ), Ib n  M a scud  in sp e c ts  a  b o o k  w h ic h  h as  b e e n  b ro u g h t fro m  S y ria . 

H e  th e n  p lu n g e s  it in to  w a te r  a n d  e ra s e s  w h a t is w r itte n  in  it, s ay in g : 

“ T h o se  b e fo re  y ou  p e r ish e d  b eca u se  th e y  fo llo w e d  su ch  b o o k s  a n d  a b a n 

d o n e d  th e ir  sa c re d  B o o k ” . T h e  n a rra to r  ad d s  a  re m a rk  o f  h is  o w n , to  th e  

e ffe c t th a t Ib n  M a scud  d id  so  b e c a u se  th e  b o o k  w as  o f  th e  P e o p le  o f  th e  

B o o k  a n d  n o t a  Q u rDa n  o r  a  su n n a  ( i.e . h a d ith  te x t) .56 In  th e  v e rs io n  

re la te d  b y  Ib ra h im  a l-T a y m i (K u fa n , d . a h  9 2 ) , th e  h a la k a  s ta te m e n t 

in d e ed  re fe rs  to  th e  P e o p le  o f  th e  B o o k ; Ib n  M as°u d  say s  a b o u t th em  th a t 

th ey  p e r ish e d  b e c a u se  th e y  to o k  in te re s t in  th e  b o o k s  o f  th e ir  sc h o la rs  an d  

a b a n d o n e d  th e  B o o k  o f  G o d .57 A  s im ila r  s ta te m e n t is a t tr ib u te d  to  th e  

c a lip h  cU m a r, w h o  is s a id  to  h a v e  b e e n  sh o w n  a  b o o k  fo u n d  in  a l-M a -

52 O n  th e  in te r p r e ta t io n  o f  th is  v e r s e  s e e  A n d r e w  R ip p in ,  “ T h e  F u n c t io n  o f  A s b a b  a l-  

N u z u l  in  Q u r ’a n ic  E x e g e s i s ” , B u l l e t in  o f  th e  S c h o o l  o f  O r ie n ta l  a n d  A fr i c a n  S tu d ie s  51 

( 1 9 8 8 ) ,  1 5 - 1 6 .

53 Ib n  A b i H a tim , I, 1 5 4  (n o . 8 0 6 ) .  C f . K is te r ,  “ H a d d i th u ” , 2 3 8 .

54 F o r  th e  p r e s e n t  t r a d i t io n s  a b o u t  h im  c f . C o o k ,  “ cA n a n  a n d  I s l a m ” , 1 7 4 ; id e m ,  “ T h e  

O p p o n e n t s  o f  th e  W r i t in g  o f  T r a d i t io n  in  E a r ly  I s l a m ” , A r a b ic a  4 4  ( 1 9 9 7 ) ,  4 8 2 ,  5 0 6  

( s im i la r  s c e n e s  in  J e w is h  s o u r c e s ) .

55 D a r im i ,  I, n o .  4 7 9  (M u q a d d im a , 4 2 ) .  T h e  is n a d :  a ! - A s h ca th  ib n  A b i  l - S h a cth a 3 

(K u f a n ,  d . AH 1 2 5 ) <— h is  f a th e r  <— cA b d a l la h  ib n  M a s cu d .

56 D a r im i,  I, n o . 4 7 7  (M u q a d d im a , 4 2 ) .

57 Ib id . ,  I, n o . 4 6 9  ( M u q a d d im a ,  4 2 ) .
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d a° in .58 In  a  M e c c a n  tra d i t io n  o f  Y a h y a  ib n  J a cd a  (Q u ra sh i S u c c e sso r) , 

th e  P ro p h e t h im se lf  is sa id  to  h a v e  se e n  su c h  a n  a p o c ry p h a l te x t in sc rib e d  

o n  a  w id e  sh o u ld e r-b la d e . I t  c o n ta in e d  p a s sa g e s  c o p ie d  b y  M u s lim s  fro m  

J e w ish  so u rc e s , a n d  th e  P ro p h e t sa y s  th a t so m e  p e o p le  (i.e . th e  Je w s)  a l 

re a d y  e rre d  e n o u g h  w h e n  th e y  a b a n d o n e d  th e  re v e la tio n s  o f  th e ir  p ro 

p h e ts  an d  tu rn e d  to  o th e r  te x ts  in s te a d .59

W r it in g  D o w n  o f  th e  Hadi th

T h e  h a la ka  s ta te m e n t w a s  e m p lo y e d  n o t o n ly  a g a in s t  a p o c ry p h a l w r i t 

in g s , b u t a lso  a g a in s t  w ritte n  h a d ith . A t f ir s t  s ig h t th is  s e e m s  c o n fu s in g  

b e c a u se  th e  h a d ith  is th e  d o c u m e n ta tio n  o f  M u h a m m a d ’s su n n a ,  b u t th e  

o b je c tio n  h e re  is n o t to  th e  h a d ith  a s  su c h , o n ly  to  th e  te c h n iq u e  o f  its  

p re se rv a tio n  in w ritin g . T h a t M u s lim s  w e re  o p p o se d  a t a  c e r ta in  s ta g e  to  

c o m m ittin g  h a d ith  to  w r itin g  is a  fa c t n o tic e d  lo n g  a g o  b y  Is la m is ts ,60 

an d  they  h a v e  su g g e s te d  v a r io u s  p la u s ib le  re a so n s  w h y  M u slim s  o b je c te d  

to  w ritte n  h a d ith  61 H o w e v e r , th e  p o in t th a t c o n c e rn s  u s h e re  is  o n ly  th e  

e m p lo y m e n t o f  th e  h a la k a  s ta te m e n t  to  e x p re s s  th is  o b je c tio n .  T h is  

seem s  to  in d ic a te  th a t  th e  w ritte n  h a d ith  s e e m e d  lik e  a  Je w ish  p ro d u c t to  

M u slim s , b e c a u se  it re s e m b le d  th e  Je w ish  M ish n a h .62 T h e  o c c u rre n c e  o f  

th e  h a la ka  s ta te m e n t in  th is  c o n te x t s e e m s  to  in d ic a te  an  Is la m ic  a w a re 

n e ss  o f  th e  c a m p a ig n  o f  T a lm u d ic  s c h o la rs  a g a in s t  th e  w ritin g  d o w n  o f  

th e  O ra l T o ra h , as  w e ll a s  an  Is la m ic  w ish  to  re ta in  th e  e x c lu s iv e  s ta tu s  o f  

th e  Q u r 'a n  as a  w ritte n  b o o k  o f  G o d .63

58 K a n z ,  I, n o . 1 6 3 1 . Q u o te d  in  K is te r ,  " H a d d i th u " , 2 3 5 .

59 D a r im i ,  1, n o . 4 7 8  ( M u q a d d im a , 4 2 ) ;  T a b a r i ,  T a fs ir ,  X X I ,  6  (o n  2 9 :5 1 ) ;  Z a j j a j ,  IV , 

1 7 2 ; S a m a r q a n d i ,  II , 5 4 1 ;  M a w a r d i ,  N u k a t ,  IV , 2 8 8 - 8 9 .  S e e  a l s o  K is te r ,  “ H a d d i th u " , 

2 3 5 . C f . T a b a r a n i ,  A w s a t ,  V I , n o . 5 5 4 4 .

60 E .g .  G o ld z ih e r ,  M u s l im  S tu d ie s ,  I I ,  1 8 1 - 8 8 ;  G r e g o r  S c h o e le r ,  “ D ie  F r a g e  d e r  

s c h r i f t l i c h e n  o d e r  m u n d l ic h e n  U b e r l i e f e r u n g  d e r  W is s e n s c h a f te n  im  f r i ih e r e n  I s l a m ” , 

D e r  I s la m  6 2  ( 1 9 8 5 ) ,  2 0 1 - 3 0 ;  id e m ,  “ M i in d l ic h e  T h o r a h  u n d  H a d i t :  U b e r l i e f e r u n g ,  

S c h r e ib v e r b o t ,  R e d a k t io n ” , D e r  I s la m  6 6  ( 1 9 8 9 ) ,  2 1 3 - 5 1 ;  C o o k ,  “ O p p o n e n ts ” .

61 S e e  a s u m m a r y  o f  th e  v ie w s  in  C o o k ,  “ O p p o n e n ts ” , 4 9 1 - 9 8 .

62 T h e  p a r a l le l i s m  b e tw e e n  O r a l  T o r a h  a n d  h a d i th  h a s  b e e n  r e c e n t ly  r e - e x a m in e d  in  

S c h o e le r ,  “ M i in d l ic h e  T h o r a h ” , 2 1 3 - 2 7 .  F o r  r e f e r e n c e s  a b o u t  th e  M is h n a h  in  I s la m ic  

s o u r c e s  s e e  C o o k ,  “ O p p o n e n ts ” , 5 0 2 - 5 0 3 .

63 F o r  th e  T a lm u d ic  r e f e r e n c e s  c o n c e r n in g  th e  r e a c t io n  a g a in s t  w r i t in g  d o w n  th e  O ra l
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T h e  re le v a n t h a la ka  s ta te m e n ts  c o n c e rn in g  w ritte n  h a d ith  a re  n u m e r 

o u s .64 In  o n e  o f  th e m , c i rc u la te d  o n  th e  a u th o r i ty  o f  A b u  H u ra y ra , th e  

P ro p h e t say s: “T h e  c o m m u n itie s  b e fo re  y o u  w e re  led  a s tra y  (d a lla ) o n ly  

b e c a u se  o f  th e  b o o k s  th e y  w ro te  d o w n  a p a r t fro m  th e  B o o k  o f  G o d ” . T h e  

P ro p h e t is sa id  to  h a v e  u tte re d  th is  s ta te m e n t a f te r  h e  saw  p e o p le  w ritin g  

d o w n  h is  o w n  h a d ith s .65 S im ila r ly , S a cid  ib n  J u b a y r  (K u fa n , d. A H  9 5 ) 

re p o r ts  th a t  Ib n  c A b b a s  p ro h ib i te d  th e  w r it in g  d o w n  o f  tra d i t io n s  (a l- 

cilm ), s a y in g  th a t  “ th o se  b e fo re  y o u ” w e re  le d  a s tra y  {d a lla )  b e c a u se  o f  

th e ir  b o o k s .66 T h e  c a lip h  cU m a r  to o  re p o r te d ly  d id  n o t w r ite  d o w n  tra d i 

t io n a l k n o w le d g e  (a l-su n a n ), b e c a u se  h e  re m e m b e re d  th e  p a s t c o m m u n i 

tie s  th a t h a d  w ritte n  it, a n d  th u s  a b a n d o n e d  th e  b o o k  o f  G o d .67 J a b ir  ib n  

c A b d a lla h  (M e d in a n  C o m p a n io n , d . a h  7 7 )  re la te s  th a t cA li o rd e re d  e r a 

su re  o f  th e  w ritte n  te x t in  a ll th e  e x ta n t b o o k s , s a y in g  th a t o th e r  p e o p le s  

(a l-n a s ) p e r is h e d  b e c a u se  th e y  fo llo w e d  th e  [w ritte n ]  h a d ith s  o f  th e ir  

s c h o la rs  a n d  a b a n d o n e d  th e  b o o k  o f  th e ir  L o rd .68 M u h a m m a d  ib n  S irin  

(B a sra n , d . a h  110) lik e w ise  d e c la re d  th a t th e  C h ild re n  o f  Is ra e l h ad  p e 

r ish e d  b e c a u se  o f  b o o k s  th e y  in h e rite d  fro m  th e ir  a n c e s to rs .69 In  a n o th e r  

v e rs io n  h e  s ta te s  th a t “ th o se  b e fo re  y o u ” w e re  lo s t (ta h a , v a r. d a lla ) b e 

c a u s e  o f  b o o k s .70 T h e  sa m e  m e ssa g e  w a s  a lso  re a d  in to  th e  s to ry  a b o u t 

Ib n  M a scu d  an d  th e  a p o c ry p h a l b o o k s . In  a  fu r th e r  v e rs io n  tra n sm itte d  by 

a l-A sw a d  ib n  H ila l a l-M u h a rib i (K u fa n , d . AH 84 ), Ib n  M a scu d  e ra ses  an d  

b u m s  a  sc ro ll (s a h ifa ) c o n ta in in g  h a d ith ,  a n d  sa y s  th a t th e  P e o p le  o f  th e

T o r a h ,  s e e  C o o k ,  “ O p p o n e n ts ” , 4 9 8 - 5 0 0 .

64 T h e y  a re  q u o te d  in  d e ta i l  ib id . ,  5 0 1 .

65 T h e  t r a d i t io n  is  q u o te d  in  K is t e r ,  “H a d d i th u ” , 2 1 8 - 1 9 ,  f r o m  a l - K h a t ib  a l - B a g h -  

d a d i ’s  T a q y id  a l - cilm . A n d  s e e  a l s o  S c h o e le r ,  “ M i in d l ic h e  T h o r a h ” , 2 2 1 .

66 Ib n  cA b d  a l- B a r r ,  J a m i c b a y a n  a l - cilm ,  1, 6 5 .

67 cA b d  a l - R a z z a q ,  M u s a n n a f ,  X I ,  n o . 2 0 4 8 4 .  T h e  is n a d :  M a cm a r «— a l - Z u h r i  <— cU r- 

w a  <— cU m a r .  S e e  a l s o  Ib n  S a cd , I I I , 2 8 6 - 8 7 ;  Ib n  cA b d  a l - B a r r ,  J a m i c b a y a n  a l - cilm ,  I, 

6 4 . A n d  s e e  C o o k ,  “ O p p o n e n ts ” , 5 0 2 .

68 Ib n  cA b d  a l - B a r r ,  J a m i c b a y a n  a l - cilm ,  1, 6 3 - 6 4 .  T h e  is n a d :  A b u  U s a m a  H a m m a d  

ib n  U s a m a  ( K u f a n ,  d .  A H  2 0 1 )  <— S h u cb a  ib n  a l - H a j ja j  ( B a s r a n ,  d .  A H  1 6 0 ) <— J a b i r  <— 

c A li.

69 Ib n  cA b d  a l- B a r r ,  J a m i c b a y a n  a l - ci lm , I, 6 5 . Q u o te d  in  C o o k , “ O p p o n e n t s ” , 5 0 1 .

70 Ib n  S a cd , V II , 1 94 . Q u o te d  in  C o o k ,  “ O p p o n e n t s ” , 4 4 5  n . 5 8 .
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B o o k  p e r ish e d  b e c a u se  o f  su c h  b o o k s , fo r  th e  sa k e  o f  w h ic h  th e y  h a d  

a b a n d o n e d  th e  B o o k  o f  G o d .71

In  sh o rt, w ritte n  h a d ith  to o  w as  p in p o in te d  as  a  s ig n  o f  a s s im ila tio n . 

B u t th is  c o u ld  n o t re m a in  a n  e v il  p h e n o m e n o n , a n d  th e  te c h n iq u e  o f  

w ritin g  so o n  a c q u ire d  th e  n e c e ssa ry  le g itim a tio n  in th e  f ie ld  o f  re lig io u s  

g u id a n c e , as  in d ic a te d  b y  th e  p re se n t w ritte n  a n d  p r in te d  fo rm  o f  h a d ith .

M o ra l a n d  S o c i a l  D i s in t e g r a t io n

T h e  sc o p e  o f  th e  h a la k a  s ta te m e n t w as  e v e n tu a lly  e x p a n d e d  to  in c lu d e  

a sp e c ts  o f  a s s im ila tio n  in  v a r io u s  f ie ld s  o f  so c ia l life . In  o n e  tra d itio n , th e  

P ro p h e t a d d re s se s  th e  in s p e c to rs  o f  w e ig h ts  a n d  m e a su re m e n ts , say in g : 

“ Y ou h a v e  b e e n  a p p o in te d  to  ta k e  c a re  o f  tw o  th in g s  fo r  w h ic h  th e  c o m 

m u n itie s  th a t w e re  b e fo re  y o u  p e r is h e d ” .72 C h e a tin g  in  w e ig h ts  a n d  m e a 

su re s  is an  o ffe n c e  a t tr ib u te d  in  th e  Q u r3an  to  th e  a n c ie n ts . F o r  ex a m p le , 

th e  p ro p h e t S h u ca y b  a p p e a rs  in  th e  Q u r3an  as  w a rn in g  h is  p e o p le  n o t to  

c h e a t in  m e a su re s  (k a y l ) an d  w e ig h ts  (m iza n ),73 a n d  th is  se e m s  to  b e  th e  

o rig in  o f  th e  id e a  th a t th e  a n c ie n ts  p e r ish e d  b e c a u se  o f  th is  sin.

H o w e v e r , o th e r  h a la k a  s ta te m e n ts  e x p a n d  th e  sc o p e  o f  s in  to  c a se s  

n o t e x p lic it ly  m e n tio n e d  in  th e  Q u r3a n ic  h is to ry  o f  th e  p re v io u s  c o m m u 

n itie s . T h u s , in  a tra d itio n  o f  J a b ir  ib n  cA b d a lla h  th e  P ro p h e t say s:

B e w a r e  o f  o p p r e s s io n  ( z u lm ) , b e c a u s e  i t  is  th e  d a r k n e s s  ( z u lu m d t )  o f  th e  D a y  o f  

R e s u r r e c t i o n ;  b e w a r e  o f  s t in g i n e s s  (s h u h h ) , b e c a u s e  it  h a s  b r o u g h t  p e r d i t i o n  

(a h la k a )  u p o n  th o s e  w h o  w e r e  b e f o r e  y o u ;  it  d r o v e  th e m  in to  b lo o d s h e d  a n d  f e l 

o n y .74

S im ila r  s ta te m e n ts  o f  th e  P ro p h e t w e re  c irc u la te d  o n  th e  a u th o r i ty  o f  

cA b d a lla h  ib n  cA m r75 a n d  A b u  H u ra y ra .76

S o m e  h a la k a  s ta te m e n ts  d e a lin g  w ith  so c ia l in ju s tic e  w e re  b u il t  in to  

sc e n e s  o f  sp e c if ic  e v e n ts  in th e  P ro p h e t’s life . In  a  w id e ly  c u r re n t  tra d i 

71 Ib n  cA b d  a l- B a r r ,  J a m i c b a y a n  a l - cilm ,  I, 6 5 .

72 T irm id hi/T M ifi/a , IV , n o . 1 2 3 5  (1 2 :9 ) .

73 7 :8 5 ; 1 1 :8 4 - 8 5 ;  2 6 : 1 8 1 - 8 2 .

74 M u s l im , V I I I ,  18 (4 5 , B a b  la h r im  a l- z u lm ) ;  A h m a d ,  M u s n a d ,  I I I ,  3 2 3 .

75 A b u  D a w u d , I, 3 9 5  (9 :4 6 ) ;  A h m a d ,  M u s n a d ,  I I , 1 5 9 - 1 6 0 ,  1 9 1 , 1 9 5 .

76 A h m a d , M u s n a d ,  I I , 4 3 1 .
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tio n  o f  cA 3ish a , as  q u o te d  b y  cU rw a  ibn a l-Z u b a y r , it is re la te d  th a t u p o n  

th e  c o n q u e s t o f  M e c c a  (8 /6 3 0 ) , a  n o b le  w o m a n  o f  Q u ra y sh  (o f  th e  B an u  

M a k h z u m ) w h o  u se d  to  s te a l w as  se n te n c e d  to  h a v in g  h e r  h a n d  c u t o ff. 

H e r  r e la tiv e s  a p p e a le d  to  th e  P ro p h e t,  b u t h e  in s is te d  o n  th e  p e n a lty , 

say in g : “ T h o s e  b e fo re  y o u  o n ly  p e r is h e d  b e c a u se  th e y  e x e m p te d  n o b le  

th ie v e s  fro m  p u n is h m e n t, b u t p u n is h m e n t w a s  m e te d  o u t w h e n e v e r  a 

c o m m o n  p e rso n  w as  c a u g h t s te a lin g .” 77 In  so m e  v e rs io n s , th e  p re v io u s  

g e n e ra tio n s  a re  re fe rre d  to  a s  “ C h ild ren  o f  Is ra e l” .78

L u xu ry

N o t o n ly  s in s , b u t v a r io u s  m o d e s  o f  e x tra v a g a n t b e h a v io u r  b e c a m e  th e  

su b je c t o f  h a la k a  s ta te m e n ts , su ch  as  d o in g  w o m e n ’s h a ir  in  a  p a r tic u la r  

fa sh io n , o r  w e a r in g  w ig s , o r  u s in g  h ig h  h e e ls , all o f  w h ic h  w e re  re g a rd e d  

as J e w ish  c u s to m s .79 T h e  h a la k a  s ta te m e n t w as  e v e n tu a lly  a p p lie d  to  th e  

v a r io u s  a sp e c ts  o f  c o rru p tio n  c a u se d  by p ro sp e r ity  a n d  lu x u rio u s  life  led  

by c o n c e ite d  c o n q u e ro rs  im ita tin g  th e  c u ltu ra l tra d itio n s  an d  m o ra l s ta n 

d a rd s  o f  th e  n o n -A ra b  p ro v in c e s . T h is  is th e  c a se  in  a  w id e ly  c u rre n t M e 

d in a n  tra d itio n  o f  th e  A n sa ri C o m p a n io n  cA m r ib n  cA w f, in  w h ic h  th e  

P ro p h e t p re d ic ts  th a t th e  M u s lim s  w ill p o sse ss  a  la rg e  a m o u n t o f  w e a lth  

c o m in g  fro m  th e  c o n q u e re d  c o u n trie s , b u t w a rn s  th e m  th a t th is  r ic h n e ss  

w ill le a d  th e m  to  c o m p e te  an d  e n v y  ea c h  o th e r, an d  it w ill c a u se  th e m  to  

p e r ish ,80 as  it b ro u g h t p e rd it io n  o n  th o se  b e fo re  th e m .81 A  s im ila r  id e a  is 

e x p re sse d  in  a  tra d itio n  o f  th e  C o m p a n io n  a l-Z u b a y r  ib n  a l - cA w w a m  (d . 

a h  3 6 ) in  w h ic h  th e  P ro p h e t te lls  th e  M u s lim s  th a t th e y  a re  a b o u t to  b e

77 Ib id . ,  V I , 1 6 2 ; D a r im i ,  I I , n o . 2 3 0 2  (1 3 :5 ) ;  B u k h a r i ,  S a h ih ,  IV , 2 1 3  ( 6 0 :5 4 ) ;  V , 1 9 2  

( 6 4 :5 3 ) ;  V I I I ,  1 9 9  ( 8 6 :1 1 ,  1 2 ); M u s l im ,  V , 1 1 4  ( 2 9 ,  B a b  q a t ci  l - s a r i q i  l - s h a r i f ) \  A b u  

D a w u d ,  I I , 4 4 5  ( 3 7 :4 ) ;  Ib n  M a ja ,  I I , n o .  2 5 4 7  ( 2 0 :6 ) ;  T i r m i d h i / 7 W a ,  IV , n o .  1 4 5 2  

(1 5 :6 ) ;  N a s a ’ i, K u b r a ,  IV , n o s .  7 3 8 5 - 8 6 ,  7 3 8 8 - 8 9  (6 9 :1 1 ) .

78 N a s a ’ i, K u b r d ,  IV , n o s .  7 3 8 2 ,  7 3 8 4 ,  7 3 8 7  (6 9 :1 1 ) .

79 S .D . G o ite in ,  “ B a n u  I s r a e l i” , E l 2 , 1, 1 021 .

80 W a - tu h l ik u k u m .  A  m i ld e r  v a r ia n t :  w a - tu ih ik u m :  “ w il l  d i s t r a c t  y o u ” .

81 B u k h a r i ,  S a h ih ,  IV , 1 1 7 - 1 8  ( 5 8 :1 ) ;  V , 1 0 8  ( 6 4 :1 2 ) ;  V I I I ,  1 1 2  ( 8 1 :7 ) ;  M u s l im ,  

V I I I ,  2 1 2  (5 3 ,  tr . n o . 6 ) ;  T irm id h i /T w /i /a ,  V II , n o . 2 5 8 0  ( 3 5 :2 8 ) ;  Ib n  M a ja ,  II , n o .  3 9 9 7  

(3 6 :1 8 ) ;  A h m a d ,  M u s n a d ,  IV , 1 3 7 . T h e  i s n a d : cU r w a  ib n  a l - Z u b a y r  <— a l - M is w a r  ib n  

M a k h r a m a  (M e d in a n  C o m p a n io n ,  d .  A H  6 4 )  <— cA m r  ib n  cA w f  <— P ro p h e t .
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in fe c te d  w ith  th e  “ d is e a s e ” (d a 3) o f  th e  c o m m u n it ie s  w h o  w e re  b e fo re  

th em . T h is  is e n v y  an d  h a tre d  (a l-h a s a d  w a -l-b a g h d a 3) P

In sh o rt, a lm o s t e v e ry  s ig n  o f  re lig io u s  a n d  so c ia l d is in te g ra tio n  a r is 

in g  fro m  c o n ta c ts  b e tw e e n  A ra b s  an d  n o n -A ra b s  c o u ld  b e  c o n d e m n e d  by  

a h a la k a  s ta te m e n t, w h ic h  a g a in  re f le c ts  th e  fe a r  o f  a s s im ila tio n  a n d  th e  

q u e s t fo r  a  d is tin c tiv e  Is la m ic  id en tity .

T h e  Halaka  S t a t em e n t  in  Q u r ’a n  E x e g e s i s

M u slim  tra d itio n  h as  re a d  th e  h a la k a  s ta te m e n t in to  th e  Q u r ’an  itse lf, an d  

th u s  th e  a p o c a ly p tic  w a rn in g  o f  th e  fa te  o f  p re v io u s  c o m m u n itie s  g a in e d  

d iv in e  a u th o rity . T h e  p u n is h m e n t o f  w h ic h  th e  h a la k a  s ta te m e n t w a rn s  

h e re  is th e  re s u lt  o f  s c h is m s  a n d  d e v ia tio n  f ro m  th e  ja m a ca. H e n c e , 

s c h ism s  a g a in  e m e rg e  a s  th e  m a jo r  s in  th a t r e p re s e n ts  a s s im ila t io n  o f  

M u slim s  w ith  o th e rs .

T h e  v e rse s  in to  w h ic h  th e  m e ssa g e  o f  th e  h a la k a  s ta te m e n t w as  b u ilt 

a re  sp e c if ie d  in  a  tra d itio n  o f  Ib n  c A b b as  as  q u o te d  by  th e  S y ria n  c A ll ibn  

A b i T a lh a  (d . a h  143) a n d  re c o rd e d  by  a l-A ju rr i .83 Ib n  c A b b as  says:

G o d  c o m m a n d e d  th e  b e l i e v e r s  to  a d h e r e  to  th e  j a m a ca  a n d  f o r b a d e  th e m  to  d i s 

a g re e  a n d  to  d iv id e .  H e  to ld  th e m  th a t  th e  o n ly  r e a s o n s  w h y  th o s e  w h o  w e re  b e 

f o r e  th e m  p e r i s h e d  w e re  c o n t r o v e r s y  a n d  d is p u te s  o v e r  G o d ’s re l ig io n .

Ibn  c A b b a s ’ s ta te m e n t is m a d e  as  a  c o m m e n ta ry  o n  a  g ro u p  o f  Q u r ’an ic  

v e rs e s  lis te d  a t th e  b e g in n in g  o f  h is  s ta te m e n t. T h e  v e rs e s  w arn  th e  b e 

l ie v e rs  a g a in s t  c o n d it io n s  o f  d iv is io n , w h ic h  a re  in te rp re te d  as  g le a n e d  

fro m  th e  h is to ry  o f  th e  Je w s  a n d  th e  C h ris tia n s . T h e  re a d in g  o f  th e  h a la ka  

s ta te m e n t in to  th e ir  e x e g e s is  a g a in  d e m o n s tra te s  th e  n o tio n  th a t p h e n o 

m e n a  o f  sc h ism  in  Is la m ic  so c ie ty  re p re se n t I s ra e li te  m o d e s  o f  s in  w h ich  

h a v e  a lre a d y  le d  th e m  to  a  c a ta c ly sm ic  d is a s te r .  T h e s e  p h e n o m e n a  a re  

ag a in  su c h  as  re v o lv e  a ro u n d  s c r ip tu re s , w h ic h  b r in g s  o u t o n ce  m o re  th e  

p a ra lle lism  b e tw e e n  th e  B ib le  a n d  th e  Q u r ’an  as  b ases  fo r  sch ism .

T h e  v e rs io n  re c o rd e d  b y  a l-A ju r r i  c o n ta in s  th e  lo n g e s t  l is t ,  w ith  a 

sh o r te r  o n e  a p p e a r in g  in  a  p a ra lle l v e rs io n  o f  th e  s a m e  in te rp re ta tio n  as

82 A h m a d , M u s n a d ,  I, 1 6 4 - 6 5 ,  1 67 .

83 A ju r r i ,  S h a i  i la ,  13 . S e e  L a l i k a ’i, I, n o . 2 1 2 .
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re c o rd e d  b y  a l-T a b a r i.84 T h e  v e rse s  a p p e a r in g  o n  th e  lis t o f  a l-A ju rr i  a re  

th e  fo llo w in g :

1. S u r a t a l-R u m  (3 0 ):3 2

T h is  v e rse  w a rn s  th e  b e lie v e rs  a g a in s t b e in g  lik e  th e  m u sh r ik u n  (“ p o ly 

th e is ts ” ) w h o  d iv id e d  (fa r r a q u ) th e ir  re lig io n  a n d  b e c a m e  “ p a r tie s ” (sh i-  

y a c). T h e  v e rse  w as  e x p la in e d  b y  Q a ta d a  ib n  D i°am a  as  re fe rr in g  to  th e  

Je w s  an d  th e  C h r is t ia n s ,85 a n d  th e  h a la k a  s ta te m e n t w h ic h  Ib n  c A b b as  

h as  lin k e d  to  it tu rn s  th e  s in  o f  sch ism  in to  th e  reaso n  fo r  th e ir  p e rd itio n .

2 .  S u r a t A l  cIm ra n  (3 ):1 0 5

T h is  v e rs e  s ta te s : “ D o  n o t b e  lik e  th o se  w h o  s p lit  (ta fa rra q u ) a n d  d is 

a g re e d  (ik h ta la fu ) . . . . ”  H e re  to o  an  e x p lic it  a l lu s io n  is m a d e  to  th e  s in  o f  

sch ism  c o m m itte d  b y  th e  a n c ie n ts , an d  th e y  a re  a g a in  sa id  to  s tan d  fo r  th e  

Je w s  an d  th e  C h r is tia n s .86 T h e  Q u C a n ic  w a rn in g  a g a in s t fo llo w in g  th e ir  

e x a m p le  is a  g o o d  e x c u se  to  a d d u c e  a  h a la k a  s ta te m e n t, w h ic h  is in d e e d  

a tta c h e d  to  th is  v e rse  n o t o n ly  in  th e  v e rs io n  o f  a l-A ju rr i , b u t a lso  in  th a t 

re c o rd e d  by  a l-T a b a ri.87

In  la te r  ta fs ir  w o rk s , e x p lic i t  s ta te m e n ts  m a y  b e  fo u n d  s tre s s in g  th e  

a n ti-h e re tic  im p lic a tio n  o f  th is  v e rse . A l-Z a m a k h sh a r i d e c la re s  th a t  th e  

v e rse  re fe rs  to  th e  in n o v a to rs  o f  th is  c o m m u n ity , su ch  as a l-M u sh a b b ih a , 

a l-M u ja b b ira  an d  a l-H a sh w iy y a .88

3. S u r a t A l  cIm ra n  (3 ):7

T h is  is th e  m u h k a m a t/m u ta sh a b ih a t  p a s s a g e  w h ic h  d e a ls  w ith  d is s e n t 

b a se d  o n  sc rip tu re . It is d ire c te d  a g a in s t th o se  w h o  try  to  u se  th e  Q u r3an ic  

m u ta sh a b ih a t  to  sp re a d  d is s e n s io n  (f i t n a ). A s se e n  a b o v e ,89 th e  e a r l ie s t  

c o m m e n ta r ie s  id e n tif ie d  th e m  w ith  th e  Je w s  o r  th e  C h ris tia n s , a n d  la te r

84 T a b a r i ,  T a fs ir ,  V , 2 1 2  (o n  Q u r ’ a n  4 :1 4 0 ) .

85 Ib id . ,  X X I , 2 8 .

86 E .g . M u q a t i l ,  I, 2 9 3 - 9 4 ;  H u w w a r i ,  I, 3 0 6 ; T a b a r i ,  T a fs ir ,  IV , 2 6 ;  T h a cla b i ,  T a fs ir  

(M S  T e l A v iv ) ,  141 ; B a g h a w i ,  M a ca lim  a l - ta n z i l ,  I, 5 2 7 .

87 T a b a r i ,  T a fs ir ,  IV , 2 6 .

88 Z a m a k h s h a r i ,  K a s h s h a f  1, 4 5 3 .

89 A b o v e , 1 4 7 - 5 0 .
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o n  re a d a p te d  th e  v e rs e  to  r e fe r  to  th e  K h a w a rij .  T h e  lin k  b e tw e e n  th e  

h a la ka  s ta te m e n t a n d  th is  v e rs e , a s  e s ta b l is h e d  in  th e  tra d i t io n  o f  Ibn  

c A b b as , tu rn s  th e  re lia n c e  o n  m u ta sh a b ih a t— o f  w h ich  th e  K h a w a rij w ere  

b la m e d — in to  a  fa ta l p u rsu a n c e  w h ich  a lre a d y  b ro u g h t p e rd it io n  to  p re v i 

ou s  co m m u n itie s .

In  fac t, th e  h a la k a  s ta te m e n t is lin k e d  to  th is  v e rse  n o t o n ly  in  th e  lis t 

p re c e d in g  th e  tra d itio n  o f  Ib n  0 A b b as , b u t a lso  in  a  tra d itio n  o f  c A b d a lla h  

ib n  cA m r ib n  a l - cA s w h ich  a g a in  d ea ls  w ith  th e  s in  o f  “ b e a t in g ”  d iffe re n t 

p a r ts  o f  sc r ip tu re  a g a in s t e a c h  o th e r. In  th e  p re s e n t v e rs io n , th e  P ro p h e t 

h e a rs  th e  M u slim s  q u a rre l a b o u t th e  Q u r ’an , an d  says:

T h is  is  th e  v e r y  r e a s o n  w h y  th e  c o m m u n i t i e s  w h o  w e r e  b e f o r e  y o u  p e r i s h e d ;  

th e y  d i s a g r e e d  w ith  th e i r  p r o p h e t s  a n d  b e a t  p a r t s  o f  s c r ip tu r e  a g a in s t  o th e r  p a r ts  

o f  it. T h e  Q u r 3a n  w a s  n o t  r e v e a le d  f o r  th a t  p u r p o s e ,  b e c a u s e  a l l  i ts  p a r t s  s u p p o r t  

o n e  a n o th e r .  A c t a c c o r d in g  to  th e  p a r t s  th a t  a r e  c l e a r  to  y o u ,  a n d  b e l i e v e  in  th e  

p a r t s  th a t  a r c  n o t  c l e a r  to  y o u  ( m a  ta s h a b a h a  ‘a la y k u m ) .90

T h e  c la u s e  m a  ta s h a b a h a  ca la y ku m  e v id e n tly  d ra w s  o n  th e  Q u r 3an ic  

m u h ka m a t! m u ta sh a b ih a t  p a s s a g e ,  a n d  th u s  im p ro p e r  u se  o f  th e  m u ta 

sh a b ih a t  h a s  b e c o m e  a  s in  w h ic h  th e  h a la k a  s ta te m e n t tu rn e d  in to  a  fa ta l 

a sp ec t o f  a s s im ila tio n .

4. S u ra t a l-M u Dm in u n  (2 3 ):5 3

T h is  v e rs e  a c c u se s  c e r ta in  p e o p le  o f  d iv id in g  “ th e ir  a f fa i r ”  (a m ra h u m ) 

a m o n g  th e m se lv e s  in to  zu b u r  ( “ s c r ip tu re s ” ). T h e  e x e g e te s  u n d e rs ta n d  it 

a s  a n  a l lu s io n  to  s e c ta r ia n  s c r ip tu re s  o f  th e  P e o p le  o f  th e  B o o k .91 T h e  

a s so c ia tio n  o f  th is  v e rs e  w ith  th e  h a la ka  s ta te m e n t, a s  e s ta b lish e d  in th e  

ab o v e  in te rp re ta tio n  o f  Ib n  c A b b a s , re p e a ts  th e  w a rn in g  to  th e  M u s lim s  

no t to  h av e  re c o u rse  to  a p o c ry p h a l sc rip tu re s .

5. S u r a t a l-N isa  ’ (4 ):1 4 0

In  th is  v e rse , th e  b e lie v e rs  a re  re q u e s te d  to  p a r t c o m p a n y  w ith  th o se  w h o  

d e n y  a n d  r id ic u le  th e  “ s ig n s ” (a y a t) o f  G o d . T h e  v e rs e  w as  ta k e n  as

90 Ib n  S a cd , IV , 19 2 ; S u y u t i ,  D u r r , I I , 6  ( f ro m  Ib n  S a cd ) .

91 E .g . T a b a r i ,  T a fs i r , X V I I I ,  2 3 .
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re fe rr in g  to  h e re tic s  d e v ia tin g  fro m  th e  Q u r ia n ic  ru lin g s ,92 a n d  h a s  b e e n  

in c lu d e d  in  th e  l is t  p re c e d in g  th e  in te rp re ta tio n  o f  Ib n  c A b b a s , a s  r e 

c o rd e d  b o th  by  a l-A ju rr i a n d  a l-T a b a r i.93 Its  a s so c ia tio n  w ith  th e  h a la ka  

s ta te m e n t h a s  tu rn e d  th is  v e rs e  in to  a n o th e r  d iv in e  w a rn in g  a g a in s t  th e  

fa ta l re s u lts  o f  fo llo w in g  h e re t ic a l  tre n d s  p re s e rv in g  J e w is h -C h r is t ia n  

m o d e s  o f  sch ism .

6. S u r a t a l-S h u ra  (4 2 ): 13

H ere  it is s ta te d  th a t th e  re lig io n  th a t h as  b een  p re sc r ib e d  to  th e  b e lie v e rs  

is th e  sam e  as  th a t p re sc r ib e d  to  N o ah , A b ra h a m , M o se s  a n d  Je su s . T o  all 

th e  sam e  re q u e s t w as m a d e : “ F o llo w  th e  re lig io n  a n d  d o  n o t b e  d iv id e d .” 

In  b o th  a l-A ju rr i a n d  a l-T a b a r i,94 th e  v e rse  is in c lu d e d  in th e  lis t to  w h ic h  

th e  a b o v e  s ta te m e n t o f  Ib n  0 A b b a s  is a tta c h e d , th u s  p ro v id in g  th e  b e l ie v 

e rs  w ith  a n o th e r  Q u r ia n ic  w a rn in g  o f  th e  fa te  o f  th e  a n c ie n ts  fo r  c o m m it 

tin g  th e  s in  o f  sch ism .

7. S u r a t a l-A n °a m  (6 ):1 5 3

T h is  v e rse  reads :

T h is  is  M y  w a y  ( s i r a t i ) , u p r i g h t ,  s o  f o l lo w  it. D o  n o t  f o l lo w  [ o th e r ]  p a th s

( s u b u l ) ,  le s t  th e y  s e p a r a te  y o u  f r o m  H is  w a y .

T h e  v e rse  is a t ta c h e d  to  th e  h a la k a  s ta te m e n t o f  Ib n  c A b b a s  o n ly  in  a l-  

T a b a ri.95 It la ck s  a n y  e x p lic it  re fe re n c e  to  p a s t c o m m u n itie s , b u t its  a s s o 

c ia tio n  w ith  th e  h a la k a  s ta te m e n t h as  re a d  in to  it th e  sam e  w a rn in g  o f  th e  

fa te  o f  th e  a n c ie n ts  th a t a w a its  th e  M u s lim s , u n le s s  th e y  a d h e re  to  th e  

u p r ig h t w ay . T h e  u p r ig h t w a y  (s ira t)  is p e rc e iv e d  as  th e  su n n a  a n d  th e  

j a m a 0a , b e c a u se  a c c o rd in g  to  M u ja h id , th e  o th e r  “ p a th s ” ( s u b u l)  r e p re 

se n t in n o v a tio n s  an d  su sp ic io u s  d o g m a s  (a l-b id a c w a -l-sh u b u h a t) 96

92 E .g . S a m a r q a n d i ,  T a fs ir ,  I, 3 9 8 .

93 T a b a r i ,  T a fs ir ,  V , 2 1 2 .

94 Ib id . ,  V , 2 1 2 .

95 Ib id . ,  V I I I ,  6 5 . S e e  a ls o  V , 2 1 2 .

96 M u ja h id ,  I, 2 2 7 ; T a b a r i ,  T a fs ir ,  V I I I ,  6 5 ;  Ib n  B a t ta ,  Ib a n a :  I m a n ,  I, n o . 13 4  ( M u ja 

h id ) .
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H en ce , th e  v a r io u s  c o n te x ts  in  w h ic h  th e  h a la k a  s ta te m e n t a p p e a rs  d e m 

o n s tra te  c ru c ia l a sp e c ts  o f  a s s im ila tio n  w ith  o th e rs  w h ic h  th e  s ta te m e n t 

w as d e s ig n e d  to  d im in is h , th u s  e n su r in g  fo r  th e  b e l ie v e rs  a  d is tin c tiv e  

I s la m ic  id e n tity . A s  is th e  c a s e  w ith  th e  f i r a q  tra d i t io n  a n d  th e  su n n a  

s ta te m e n t, h e re  to o  s c h ism  a n d  d is s e n s io n  re v o lv in g  a ro u n d  th e  Q u r3an  

e m e rg e  as th e  m a in  s ig n  o f  a s s im ila tio n . T h e  h a la k a  s ta te m e n t b r in g s  th e  

fe a r  o f  a s s im ila tio n  to  its  u tm o s t e x tre m e . H o w e v e r , fe a r  o f  a s s im ila tio n  

w as  n o t th e  o n ly  re a so n  w h y  Is la m ic  tra d itio n  re m in d e d  th e  b e lie v e rs  o f  

th e  c a la m itie s  su ffe re d  b y  p re v io u s  c o m m u n itie s , a n d  in  th e  c a se  o f  th e  

p la g u e , fo r  in s ta n c e , o th e r  th e o lo g ic a l a n d  e th ic a l c o n s id e ra tio n s  g a v e  

r ise  to  tra d itio n s  d e sc r ib in g  th e  fa te  o f  th e  a n c ie n ts . T h e se  re m a in  b ey o n d  

th e  sc o p e  o f  th e  p re se n t s tu d y .97

97 S e e  L a w r e n c e  I. C o n r a d ,  “ E p id e m ic  a n d  D is e a s e  in  F o r m a l  a n d  P o p u la r  T h o u g h t  

in  E a r ly  I s la m ic  S o c ie ty ” , in  T e r e n c e  R a n g e r  a n d  P a u l S la c k ,  e d s . ,  E p id e m ic s  a n d  Id e a s :  

E s s a y s  o n  th e  H is to r ic a l  P e r c e p t io n  o f  P e s t i le n c e  (C a m b r id g e ,  1 9 9 2 ) , 9 1 .
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Q U R ’ A N I C  M E T A M O R P H O S I S :  

T H E  A P E S  A N D  T H E  P I G S

T h e  h a la k a  s ta te m e n t is v a g u e  in  th a t it u su a lly  d o e s  n o t sp e c ify  th e  

n a tu re  o f  th e  a p o c a ly p tic  c a la m ity  sh a re d  b y  th e  M u s lim s  a n d  th e  p re v i 

o u s  c o m m u n itie s .  H o w e v e r , th e re  is a n o th e r  s e t o f  tra d i tio n s  in  w h ic h  

th is  c a la m ity  is d e s c r ib e d  in  th e  m o s t sp e c if ic  te rm s  an d  is s p e c if ie d  as 

tra n s fo rm a tio n  in to  a p e s  an d  p ig s .1 T h is  k in d  o f  p u n ish m e n t is e x p lic it ly  

Q u r’a n ic , a n d  th e  tra d i tio n s  w h ic h  th re a te n  th e  M u s lim s  w ith  th is  fa te  

a g a in  e x e m p lify  th e  e v e r -g ro w in g  ro le  o f  th e  Q u r ’a n  as  a  so u rc e  fo r  

h is to r ic a l m o d e ls  a n d  m o ra l le s so n s . T h e  tra d itio n s  u s in g  th e  Q u r ’an ic  

m o d e l o f  th e  p u n it iv e  tra n s fo rm a tio n  in to  a p e s  a n d  p ig s  w e re  a lso  d e 

s ig n e d  to  d e n o u n c e  th e  a s s im ila t io n  o f  th e  M u s lim s  to  o th e r  c o m m u n i 

ties .

T h e  Q u r ’a n ic  S e t t in g

In  th e  Q u r ’a n , tra n s fo rm a tio n  in to  a p e s  a n d  p ig s  o c c u rs  as  p u n is h m e n t 

fo r  v io la tin g  th e  S a b b a th 2 a n d  s ig n a ls  th e  w ra th  o f  G o d .3 T h e  Q u r ’an  

i t s e l f  d o e s  n o t s p e c ify  to  w h o m  th is  p u n is h m e n t w a s  m e te d  o u t,  b u t 

M u s lim  e x e g e te s  a g re e  th a t  th e y  w e re  th e  C h ild re n  o f  Is ra e l,  o r  m o re  

sp e c if ic a lly , th e  Je w s  ( Y a h u d ).4

1 U se  L ic h t e n s ta e d t e r ,  ‘“ A n d  B e c o m e  Y e  A c c u r s e d  A p e s ’” , J e r u s a le m  S tu d i e s  in  

A r a b ic  a n d  I s la m  14 ( 1 9 9 1 ) ,  1 5 3 - 7 5 ;  M ic h a e l  C o o k ,  “ E a r ly  M u s l im  D ie ta r y  L a w ” , J e 

r u s a le m  S tu d ie s  in  A r a b ic  a n d  I s la m  1  ( 1 9 8 6 ) ,  2 2 2 - 2 3 .

2 Q u r ’a n  2 :6 5 ;  7 :1 6 6 .

3 Q u r ’a n  5 :6 0 .

4 E .g .  M u ja h id ,  I, 1 9 9  (Y a h u d ) - ,  M u q a t i l ,  I, 4 8 8  ( Y a h u d f  T a b a r i ,  T a fs i r , V I , 1 9 0  

( B a n u  I s r a e l ) .  A n d  s e e  a ls o  Ib n  A b i l - D u n y a ,  cU q u b a t , n o s .  2 2 6 - 3 0 .
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V e rse s  th a t d o  n o t e x p lic it ly  m e n tio n  a p e s  a n d  p ig s  w ere  a lso  lin k e d  

by  Q u r3an  e x e g e te s  to  th e  sam e  p u n it iv e  tra n s fo rm a tio n . F o r  e x a m p le , in 

S u ra t a l -M a ^ d a  (5 ) :7 8 —7 9 , it is s ta te d  th a t  th e  u n b e l ie v e rs  a m o n g  th e  

C h ild re n  o f  Is rae l w e re  “c u rs e d ” by  th e  to n g u e  o f  D a v id  a n d  Je su s , b e 

c a u se  th e y  “ fo rb a d e  n o t o n e  a n o th e r  a n y  e v il a c t (m u n k a r ) th a t th e y  

c o m m itte d ” . A  few  v e rse s  e a r l ie r  (v . 6 0 ), th e  Q u rDan  a d d re s se s  th e  P e o 

p le  o f  th e  B o o k , s a y in g  th a t G o d  c u rs e d  so m e  p e o p le  b y  tu rn in g  th e m  

in to  a p e s  a n d  p ig s . T h is  le d  th e  e x e g e te s  to  e x p la in  th e  c u rse  o f  v. 78  in 

th e  sa m e  m a n n er. T h e y  say  th a t in  D a v id ’s tim e  th e  s in n e rs  b e c a m e  a p e s  

(Jew s), an d  in  J e s u s ’ tim e  th e y  w e re  tra n s fo rm e d  in to  p ig s  (C h r is tia n s ) .5 

A  S h ici tra d itio n  say s  th a t th e  Je w s  k il le d  120 p ro p h e ts  o f  th e  h o u se  o f  

D av id , an d  G o d  th e re fo re  tu rn e d  th e m  in to  ap es , p ig s  a n d  o th e r  sp e c ie s .6 

T h is  h a p p e n e d  in  th e  tim e  o f  A sa p h  so n  o f  B e re c h ia h u , w h o  a c c o rd in g  to  

th e  O ld  T e s ta m e n t w as a  se e r in  th e  tim e  o f  D a v id .7 T h e  e v e n t in th e  tim e 

o f  Je su s  is b e lie v e d  to  h a v e  b e e n  c o n n e c te d  w ith  th e  m ira c le  o f  th e  T a b le  

m e n tio n e d  in  th e  sa m e  s u r a *  T h e  e x e g e te s  say  th a t th e  C h ild re n  o f  Is rae l 

w e re  tra n s fo rm e d  in to  p ig s , o r  in to  a p e s  a n d  p ig s , b e c a u se  th e y  d e n ie d  

th e  m ira c le  o f  th e  T a b le ,9 o r  d e n ie d  th e  p o o r  th e  fo o d  o f  th e  T a b le ,10 o r  

b e c a u se  th e y  k e p t th e  re m a in s  o f  th e  fo o d  fo r  th e  n e x t d a y .11 T h e  la t te r  

s in  is id e n tic a l w ith  th e  B ib lica l s in  c o m m itte d  by  th e  sc e p tic  C h ild re n  o f  

Is rae l w ith  th e  re m a in s  o f  th e  m a n n a .12

5 E .g . M u q a t i l ,  I, 4 9 6 ;  T a b a r i ,  T a fs ir ,  V I , 2 0 5 ;  T i r m id h i /T « / / /a ,  V I I I ,  4 1 2 ;  H u w w a r i ,  

1 ,5 1 1 ,4 5 6 ;  Q u m m i,  I, 1 83; K u l in i ,  V I I I ,  n o . 2 4 0 .

6 P s .- M a s cu d i, I th b a t ,  8 0 .

7 E .g . 1 C h r o n ic le s  6 :2 4 ,  2 5 :2 ;  2  C h r o n ic le s  2 9 :3 0 .

8 Q u r ’ a n  5 :1 1 2 - 1 5 .

9 M u q a t i l ,  I, 5 1 9 ;  S a m a r q a n d i ,  T a fs ir ,  I, 4 6 8 ;  B a g h a w i ,  M a ca l im  a l - ta n z i l ,  I I , 3 2 6 , 

3 2 7 , 3 2 8 ;  Ib n  a l - J a w z i ,  Z a d  a l - m a s ir ,  I I , 4 6 2 ;  Q u r tu b i ,  A h k a m ,  V I , 3 6 9 , 3 7 1 - 7 2 ;  S u y u t i ,  

D u r r ,  II , 3 4 8 .

10 Q u m m i,  I, 1 9 7 ; T a b r is i ,  M a j m a c, V I , 2 4 3 .

11 T irm id h i /T w /t/a , V I I I ,  4 3 3  (4 4 ,  S u ra  5 ) ; H u w w a r i ,  I, 5 1 1 ;  T a b a r i ,  T a fs ir ,  V I I , 8 7 ; 

W a h id i ,  W a s it ,  II , 2 4 7 ; Ib n  a l - J a w z i ,  Z a d  a l - m a s i r ,  II , 4 6 2 ;  Q u r tu b i ,  A h k a m ,  V I, 3 7 2 ;  

Ib n  K a th ir ,  T a fs ir ,  II , 1 17 ; S u y u t i ,  D u r r ,  II , 3 4 8 .

12 E x o d u s  1 2 :1 0 , 1 6 :2 0 . C f .  L e v i t ic u s  2 2 :3 0 .
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C o n tem p o r a r y  J e w s  a s  A p e s  a n d  P ig s

T h e  n o tio n  th a t  th e  C h ild re n  o f  Is ra e l w e re  p u n is h e d  b y  b e in g  tr a n s 

fo rm e d  in to  a p e s  a n d  p ig s  h a s  p e rs is te d  o u ts id e  th e  re a lm  o f  th e  Q u r°a n  

an d  ta fs ir . J e w s  in  p a r tic u la r  h a v e  a lw a y s  b een  a s so c ia te d  w ith  a p e s  an d  

p ig s  in  tra d itio n s  a im e d  a t d isp a ra g in g  th e m  as  e n e m ie s  o f  Is lam . In  so m e 

o f  th e se  tra d itio n s , th e  P ro p h e t h im se lf  is in v o lv ed . M o s t p re v a le n t in  th e  

e a r l ie s t  c o m p ila t io n s  o f  M u h a m m a d ’s b io g ra p h y  is th e  s to ry  th a t  in  

re sp o n se  to  in su lts  a g a in s t M u h a m m a d  b y  th e  M e d in a n  Je w s  o f  th e  B an u  

Q u ra y z a , th e  P ro p h e t a d d re sse d  th e m  as  “ b ro th e rs  o f  a p e s  a n d  p ig s ” . T h e  

tra d itio n  c a re fu l ly  g o e s  o n  to  say  th a t th e  a s to n ish e d  J e w s  s a id  th a t  th e  

P ro p h e t h a d  n e v e r  b e fo re  sa id  su c h  ru d e  th in g s .13 In  a n o th e r  s im ila r  tr a 

d it io n , th e  J e w s  in su lt th e  P ro p h e t (b y  d is to r t in g  th e  g re e tin g  a l-sa la m u  

ca la y k a : “ P ea c e  be  u p o n  y o u ” , s ay in g  in s te ad  a l-sa m u  ca la yka :  “ D e a th  be 

u p o n  y o u ” ), a n d  th is  tim e  it is cA 3ish a , M u h a m m a d ’s y o u n g  w ife , w h o  

re sp o n d s  b y  c a llin g  th e m  “ b ro th e rs  o f  a p e s  a n d  p ig s ” . T h e  P ro p h e t is 

d isp le a se d  w ith  h e r  ru d e n e ss  (b u t d o e s  n o t d e n y  th e  tru th  o f  h e r  w o rd s ) .14

T h e  a s so c ia tio n  o f  Je w s  an d  C h ris tia n s  w ith  a p e s  an d  p ig s  is w e ll k n o w n , 

b u t it is le ss  k n o w n  th a t th e  sa m e  fa te  o f  p u n it iv e  t r a n s fo rm a tio n  in to  

th e se  sp e c ie s  a w a its  M u slim s  as  w e ll. T h e  fo llo w in g  d is c u s s io n  w ill trac e  

th e  p ro c e s s  b y  w h ic h  th is  Q u C a n ic  ty p e  o f  Is ra e li te  p u n ish m e n t b e c a m e  

an  Is la m ic  o n e . I t w ill b e c o m e  c le a r  th a t th is  Is ra e lite  p u n ish m e n t w as  n o t 

sh if te d  to  M u s lim  s in n e rs  a t ra n d o m , b u t ra th e r  to  s in n e rs  w h o se  d e e d s  

h a v e  a  J e w is h  o r  a  C h r is t ia n  c o n n o ta tio n , w h ic h  th e re fo re  s ig n a ls  a s 

s im ila tio n  d e se rv in g  p u n ish m e n t.

E s c h a t o l o g i c a l  Maskh

A s a  Q u r°a n ic  p u n ish m e n t in f lic te d  o n  Je w s  an d  C h ris tia n s , tra n s fo rm a 

tio n  in to  a p e s  an d  p ig s  is an  e v e n t o f  th e  h is to r ic a l p a s t. W ith  th e  a d a p ta 

13 Ib n  H is h a m , I I I ,  2 4 5 ; W a q id i ,  I I , 4 9 9 - 5 0 0 ;  Ib n  S a cd , I I , 7 7 ;  Ib n  A b i 1 -S in a n , fo l .  

5 8 a .

14 T h e  t r a d i t io n  is  a t t r i b u te d  to  s e v e r a l  a u th o r i t ie s .  A n a s  ib n  M a l ik  (B a s r a n  C o m p a n 

io n , d . A H  9 1 - 9 5 ) :  A h m a d , M u s n a d ,  I I I ,  2 4 1 ;  M u h a m m a d  ib n  a l - A s h ca th  ib n  Q a y s  ( K u 

f a n ,  d . A H  6 6 ) :  A h m a d ,  M u s n a d ,  V I , 1 3 4 - 3 5 ;  A b u  S a l ih  ( D h a k w a n ,  m a w l a  o f  J u w a y -  

r iy y a ,  M e d in a n ,  d .  A H  1 0 1 ): Ib n  K h u z a y m a ,  S a h ih ,  I, n o . 5 7 4 .
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t io n  o f  th e  th e m e  to  th e  M u s lim s , it c h a n g e d  f ro m  h is to r ic a l  in to  

a p o c a ly p tic ;  in  th is  n e w  fo rm , it b e c a m e  a s s o c ia te d  w ith  th e  id e a  o f  

m a sk h — th e  u su a l A ra b ic  te rm  fo r  m e ta m o rp h o s is .  H o w e v e r , th e  a s s o 

c ia tio n  o f  th e  id e a  o f  t r a n s fo rm a tio n  in to  a p e s  a n d  p ig s  w ith  th e  te rm  

m a sk h  is  s e c o n d a ry . In  th e  Q u r 3a n ic  sp h e re , th is  p u n is h m e n t is n o t ye t 

d e sc r ib e d  as  m a sk h  a t all.

T h e  ro o t m .s .kh . is e m p lo y e d  in th e  Q u r 3an  o n c e , b u t n o t in  th e  c o n 

te x t  o f  a p e s  an d  p ig s . It o c c u rs  in  an  e sc h a to lo g ic a l  p a s sa g e  (3 6 :6 3 -6 7 )  

d e sc r ib in g  th e  d a y  o n  w h ich  th e  [n o n -M u slim ] s in n e rs  w ill b e  sh o w n  the 

H e ll ( ja h a n n a m ) th a t w as  p ro m ise d  to  th e m . O n  th a t d a y , G o d  w ill se t a 

se a l on  th e ir  m o u th s , a n d  i f  G o d  w ills , h e  w ill o b li te ra te  th e ir  e y e s , so 

th a t th e y  c a n n o t f in d  th e ir  w a y  on  th e  p a th  (s ir a t); o r , H e  m a y  c h a n g e  

th e m  (la -m a sa k h n a h u m ) w h e re  th e y  a re , so  th a t  th e y  w ill b e  u n a b le  to 

p u sh  o n  o r  p u ll b ack .

T h e  e a r l ie s t Q u rDan  e x e g e te s  d if fe r  as  to  th e  e x a c t s ig n if ic a n c e  o f  the  

e sc h a to lo g ic a l  m a sk h  a w a it in g  th e  s in n e rs  a n d  s u g g e s t  d if fe re n t  p o s s i 

b il itie s : c h a n g in g  th e m  in to  s to n e s ,15 m a k in g  th e m  la m e , o r  c r ip p le d  in 

th e  le g s  a n d  th e  a rm s  (k u s h ) ,x6 o r  c h a n g in g  th e ir  o u te r  a p p e a ra n c e  

(k h a lq ) ,17 o r  d e s tro y in g  (a h la k a ) th e m  w h e re  th e y  s ta n d .18 T w o  b a s ic  

m e a n in g s  c a n  b e  d e te c te d  h e re — tra n s fo rm a tio n  ( in c lu d in g  d e fo rm a tio n ) ,

15 M u q a t i l ,  I I I ,  5 8 4 ; S a m a r q a n d i ,  T a fs ir , I I I ,  1 0 5 ; W a h id i ,  W a s it ,  I I I ,  5 1 8 ;  B a g h a w i ,  

M a ca l im  a l - ta n z i l ,  IV , 5 5 0 ;  Z a m a k h s h a r i ,  K a s h s h a f ,  I I I ,  3 2 9 ;  I b n  a l - J a w z i ,  Z a d  a l-  

m a s ir ,  V I I ,  3 3 ;  Ib n  K a th i r ,  T a f s i r , I I I ,  5 7 8 ; S u y u t i ,  D u r r ,  V , 2 6 8 . S h i ' i  ta fs ir :  T a b r is i ,  

M a j m a c, X X I I I ,  3 7 .

16 cA b d  a l - R a z z a q ,  T a fs ir ,  I I , 1 4 5 . T h e  is n a d :  cA b d  a l- R a z z a q  M a cm a r  <— Q a ta d a .  

S e e  a ls o  S u y u t i ,  D u r r ,  V , 2 6 8 .  T h e  s a m e  s e n s e  is  a l s o  im p a r te d  in  th e  in t e r p r e ta t i o n  o f  

m a s a k h a h u  a s  a q ca d a h u .  S e e  H u w w a r i ,  I I I , 4 3 9 ;  T a b a r i ,  T a fs ir ,  X X I I I ,  18 ( a l - H a s a n  a l-  

B a s r i ,  Q a ta d a ) ;  M a w a r d i ,  N u k a t ,  V , 2 9 ;  Z a m a k h s h a r i ,  K a s h s h a f ,  I I I ,  3 2 9 ; Ib n  a l - J a w z i ,  

Z a d  a l - m a s i r ,  V I I ,  3 3 ; Q u r tu b i ,  A h k a m ,  X V , 5 0 ;  Ib n  K a th ir ,  T a fs ir ,  I I I ,  5 7 8 .  S h ici ta fs ir :  

T u s i ,  T a b y a n ,  V I I I ,  4 7 3 .

17 M a w a rd i ,  N u k a t ,  V , 2 9  ( a l - S u d d i ) ;  Ib n  K a th ir ,  T a fs ir ,  I I I ,  5 7 8 .

18 T a b a r i ,  T a fs ir ,  X X I I I ,  18  ( I b n  'A b b a s ) ;  M a w a r d i ,  N u k a t ,  V , 2 9 ;  Ib n  a l - J a w z i ,  Z a d  

a l- m a s ir ,  V I I ,  3 3 ; Q u r tu b i ,  A h k a m ,  X V , 5 0 ;  Ib n  K a th ir ,  T a fs ir ,  I I I ,  5 7 8 ;  S u y u t i ,  D u r r ,  V , 

2 6 8 . T h e  b e s t - k n o w n  e x a m p le  o f  th e  c h a n g in g  o f  s i n n e r s  in to  s to n e s  is  th e  c a s e  o f  th e  

M e c c a n  id o ls  I s a f  a n d  N a 'i l a ,  w h o  a re  s a id  to  h a v e  o r i g in a l ly  b e e n  a  m a n  a n d  a  w o m a n  

w h o  h a d  in te r c o u r s e  in s id e  th e  K a 'b a  a n d  w e re  t h e r e f o r e  tu r n e d  in to  s to n e s .  S e e  e .g .  Ib n  

a l - K a lb i ,  A s n a m ,  9 ; Ib n  A b i  1 -D u n y a , cU q u b a t ,  n o s .  3 0 4 - 3 0 5 ;  A z r a q i ,  4 9 ,  7 4 .
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a n d  d e s tru c tio n . T h e y  re m in d  o n e  o f  th e  H e b re w  ro o t h .f.k h .,  w h ic h  h as  

th e  sa m e  ra n g e  o f  c o n n o ta tio n s  in  th e  B ib le . I t s ig n if ie s  d e s tru c tio n  (b y  

o v e r th ro w in g ) , a s  w e ll a s  t ra n s fo rm a tio n .19 A  v a r ia n t fo rm  o f  th e  ro o t is 

a .f.k .,  w h ic h  fo u n d  its  w a y  in to  th e  Q u r3a n  in  p a s s a g e s  re f le c tin g  th e  

B ib lica l s to ry  o f  th e  d e s tru c tio n  o f  S o d o m .20

A s fo r  m .s .kh . in  th e  se n se  o f  tra n s fo rm a tio n , it is s ig n if ic a n t th a t  th e  

a b o v e  e x e g e te s  o ffe re d  v a r io u s  p o ss ib ilitie s , b u t n o n e  w ith  a p e s  a n d  p ig s . 

O n ly  re la tiv e ly  la te  Q u rDan  c o m m e n ta r ie s  in te rp re te d  m a sk h  a s  m e ta m o r 

p h o s is  in to  a p e s  a n d  p ig s .21 T h is  is a  c le a r  in d ic a tio n  th a t th e  p u n ish m e n t 

o f  m a sk h  a w a itin g  th e  s in n e rs  in th e  e sc h a to lo g ic a l fu tu re  a n d  th e  id e a  o f  

tra n s fo rm a tio n  in to  a p e s  a n d  p ig s  b e c a m e  lin k e d  to  e a c h  o th e r  a t a  s e c o n 

d a ry  s tage.

T h e  T r ip le  C a la m it y

T h e  e v id e n c e  o f  h a d ith  m a te r ia l seem s to  c o n firm  th e  im p re ss io n  th a t th e  

id e a  o f  th e  e s c h a to lo g ic a l m a sk h  w as  n o t a lw a y s  lin k e d  to  th e  n o tio n  o f  

th e  p u n it iv e  tra n s fo rm a tio n  in to  ap es  an d  p ig s . T h e re  a re  se v e ra l t r a d i 

tio n s  d e sc r ib in g  a n  a p o c a ly p tic  m a sk h  in  w h ic h  n e ith e r  a p e s  n o r  p ig s  are  

m e n tio n e d . L e t u s e x a m in e  th e se  trad itio n s .

M o s t o f  th e  tra d itio n s  a b o u t th e  a p o c a ly p tic  m a sk h  d e sc r ib e  a  tr ip le  

ca la m ity  th a t p o rte n d s  th e  H o u r, th a t is, th e  e sc h a to lo g ic a l p h a se  o f  w o rld  

h is to ry . O n e  o f  th e  th re e  e v e n ts  o f  w h ic h  th e  a p o c a ly p tic  c a la m ity  c o n 

s is ts  is m a sk h , w h ile  th e  o th e r  tw o  a re  u su a lly  k h a s f  an d  q a d h f.  T h e  la tte r  

tw o , lik e  th e  e v e n t o f  m a sk h ,  h a v e  a  Q u rDa n ic  b a s is  s ig n ify in g  d iv in e  

re tr ib u tio n . T h e  ro o t kh .s.f. is  u se d  q u ite  f r e q u e n tly  in  th e  Q u r 3a n ,22 

w h ere  it d e n o te s  th e  a c t o f  G o d  in c a u s in g  th e  e a r th  to  e n g u lf  th e  s in n e rs , 

e i th e r  in  th e  h is to r ic a l p a s t o r  in  th e  a p o c a ly p tic  fu tu re . A n  e v e n t o f  an  

a rm y  b e in g  sw a llo w e d  u p  ( k h a s f)  o n  its  w ay  to  M e c c a  is o f te n  d e sc r ib e d

19 D e s tr u c t io n :  G e n e s i s  1 9 :2 9  (S o d o m ) ;  J o n a h  3 :4  ( N in e v e h ) .  T r a n s f o r m a t io n :  E x o d 

u s  7 :1 5  ( th e  ro d  o f  M o s e s ) .

20 Q u r ’a n  9 :7 0 ;  6 9 :9 ;  5 3 :5 3 .

21 S a m a r q a n d i ,  T a fs ir ,  I I I ,  105 ( a l - K a lb i ) ;  B a g h a w i ,  M a ca lim  a l - ta n z i l ,  IV , 5 5 0 ;  Z a 

m a k h s h a r i ,  K a s h s h a f  I I I ,  3 2 9  ( I b n  cA b b a s ) ;  Ib n  a l - J a w z i ,  Z a d  a l - m a s ir ,  V II , 3 3  ( I b n  a l -  

K a lb i) .  S h ici t a f s i r  T a b r is i ,  M a j m a c, X X I I I ,  3 7 . C f. T u s i ,  T a b y a n ,  V I I I ,  4 7 3 .

22 Q u r ’a n  1 6 :4 5 ; 2 8 :8 1 ;  2 9 :4 0 ;  3 4 :9 ;  6 7 :1 6 .
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in  a p o c a ly p tic  v is io n s  a llu d in g  to  c iv il w a rs , an d  m o re  sp e c if ic a lly , to  th e  

m ilita ry  c la sh  in  A ra b ia  b e tw e e n  c A b d a lla h  ib n  a l-Z u b a y r  a n d  th e  U m ay - 

y a d s .23 T h e  a c t  o f  q a d h f  is le ss  f re q u e n t in  th e  Q u r Dan , w h e re  it d e n o te s  

th e  p e ltin g  o f  d e v ils  w ith  s h o o tin g  s ta rs .24 S o m e tim e s  a n o th e r  e v e n t re 

p la c e s  o n e  o f  th e  th re e , o r  a p p e a rs  a s  a  fo u r th , n a m e ly , th a t  o f  rajf: 

“ e a r th q u a k e ” . T h is  to o  is a  Q u r ’a n ic  a p o c a ly p tic  c a la m ity .25

T h e  e a r l ie s t tra d itio n s  in  w h ic h  th e  tr ip le  c a la m ity  is p re d ic te d  w ere  

c irc u la te d  in  S y ria , a n d  m a in ly  in  H im s . T h e y  a re  a ll r e c o rd e d  b y  N u - 

°aym  ib n  H a m m a d  in  h is  K ita b  a l- fita n .  T h e  tr ip le  c a la m ity  is in c lu d ed  in 

a  se rie s  o f  e v e n ts  th a t a re  u su a lly  fo re se e n  b y  th e  P ro p h e t h im se lf . T h e y  

a re  a b o u t to  h a p p e n  a t v a r io u s  s ta g e s  o f  th e  h is to ry  o f  th e  Is la m ic  u m m a , 

a n d  sp e c if ic  d a te s  a re  p ro v id e d , w h ic h  se rv e  to  a u th e n tic a te  th e  a p o c a 

lyp se .

O n e  o f  th e se  tra d itio n s  is q u o te d  fro m  th re e  H im si tra d itio n is ts : S h a- 

r ih  ibn  °U b a y d , A b u  cA m ir  a l-H a w z a n i a n d  D a m ra  ib n  H a b ib  (d . A H  

130). In  it th e  P ro p h e t p re d ic ts  d is a s te rs  th a t th e  M u s lim s  a re  a b o u t to  

in c u r  b e tw e e n  a h  2 1 0 - 3 0 0 .  T h e  tr ip le  c a la m ity  (q a d h f-k h a s f -m a s k h ) 

w ill be  th e  f irs t .26 In  th e  tra d itio n  o f  J u b a y r  ib n  N u fa y r  (H im s i, d . a h  75 ), 

th e  e v e n ts  p re d ic te d  by  th e  P ro p h e t ta k e  p la c e  b e tw e e n  a h  133 an d  200 . 

T h e  tr ip le  c a la m ity  (p e ltin g  w ith  s to n e s , k h a s f  a n d  m a sk h )  is s c h e d u le d  to  

o c c u r  in  a h  1 7 2 .27 In  th e  H im s i tra d i t io n  o f  th e  M e c c a n  C o m p a n io n  

c A b d a lla h  ib n  cU m a r  (d . a h  7 3 ), th e  P ro p h e t d o e s  n o t p ro v id e  d a te s , b u t 

m e re ly  su rv e y s  a  s e r ie s  o f  a n t ic ip a te d  e a r th q u a k e s , w h ic h  a re  a c c o m p a 

n ie d  in  o n e  in s ta n c e  b y  th e  tr ip le  c a la m ity . T h is  tra d i t io n  a lso  re fe rs  to  

th e  s tu b b o rn n e s s  o f  th e  M u s lim  s in n e rs , w h o  d o  n o t re p e n t .28 F in a lly , 

th e re  is a lso  a  sh o rt n o n -p ro p h e tic  a p o c a ly p se , tra n s m itte d  b y  th e  H im si

23 F o r  th e s e  t r a d i t i o n s  s e e  W i l f e r d  M a d e lu n g ,  “ cA b d  A l la h  b . a l - Z u b a y r  a n d  th e  

M a h d i” , J o u r n a l  o f  N e a r  E a s te r n  S tu d ie s  4 0  ( 1 9 8 1 ) ,  2 9 1 - 3 0 5 ;  id e m ,  s .v .  “ M a h d i” , E / 2 , 

V , 1 2 3 2 a . C f .  M ic h a e l  C o o k ,  “ E s c h a to lo g y  a n d  th e  D a t in g  o f  T r a d i t i o n s ” , P r in c e to n  

P a p e r s  in  N e a r  E a s te r n  S tu d ie s  1 ( 1 9 9 2 ) ,  3 2 - 3 3 .

24 Q u r ’ a n  3 7 :8 .

25 Q u r ’a n  7 3 :1 4 ;  7 9 :6 .

26 N u ca y m  ib n  H a m m a d ,  4 2 7 .  S e e  a n  a b r id g e d  v e r s io n  ib id . ,  3 7 6 .

27 Ib id . ,  4 2 2 .

28 Ib id . ,  3 7 4 . S e c  a l s o  S u y u t i ,  D u r r ,  V I , 3 2 6 . T h e  is n a d :  H u d a y r  ib n  K u r a y b  (H im s i ,  

d . A H  1 2 9 ) <— K a th i r  ib n  M u r ra  A b u  S h a ja r a  ( H im s i )  <— Ib n  cU m a r  <— P ro p h e t .
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A rta t ibn  a l-M u n d h ir  (d . A H  163), w h ic h  o n ly  re fe rs  to  th e  tr ip le  c a lam ity . 

In  it A r ta t p ro v id e s  a  s o m e w h a t o b s c u re  in d ic a tio n  o f  th e  tim e  o f  th e  

ev en t. H e  s ta te s  th a t it w ill o c c u r  a f te r  th e  e m e rg e n c e  o f  th e  m a h d i, in  th e  

d a y s  o f  th e  H a sh im i w h o  w ill b e h av e  in so le n tly  in J e ru sa le m .29

In  th e  a p o c a ly p tic  v is io n s  th a t w e re  c irc u la te d  o u ts id e  S y ria , th e  tr ip le  

c a la m ity  f ig u re s  a lo n e  w ith  n o  o th e r  d is a s te rs .  H e re  to o  th e  m a sk h  r e 

m a in s  v a g u e , a n d  n o  m e n tio n  o f  a p e s  an d  p ig s  is m a d e . T h e se  tra d itio n s  

a re  u su a lly  b a se d  o n  a  sh o r t u n ifo rm  p a tte rn . T h e y  o p e n  w ith  th e  w o rd  

ya kun:  “ th e re  w ill b e ” , a n d  g o  o n  to  sp e c ify  th e  tr ip le  c a la m ity . T h e  

u tte ra n c e  is by  th e  P ro p h e t in  th e  f irs t p e rso n , an d  h e  sp e c if ic a lly  d e c la re s  

th a t the  tr ip le  c a la m ity  w ill o c c u r  in  “m y  c o m m u n ity ” . S o m e  v e rs io n s  o f  

th e  u tte ra n c e  a p p e a r  in  c e r ta in  c a n o n ic a l h a d ith  c o m p ila tio n s . T h u s , Ibn  

M a ja  (d . a h  2 7 5 ) h a s  re c o rd e d  in  K itd b  a l- f ita n  o f  h is  S u n a n  so m e  p ro 

p h e tic  u tte ra n c e s  o f  th is  k in d . O n e  is q u o te d  fro m  th e  P ro p h e t b y  th e  

C o m p a n io n  cA b d a lla h  ib n  cA m r ib n  a l - cA s ,30 an d  th e  o th e r  by  th e  M e d i 

n an  C o m p a n io n  S ah l ib n  S a cd  a l-A n sa ri (d. a h  8 8 ) .31 A  th ird  v e rs io n , o f  

cA b d a lla h  ib n  M a s cud, p ro v id e s  a  sp e c if ic  a p o c a ly p tic  d e s ig n a tio n  o f  th e  

t im e  o f  th e  tr ip le  c a la m ity :  “ju s t  b e fo re  th e  H o u r” (h a y n a  y a d a y i  1- 

s a ca ).32 T h e re  a re  fu r th e r  su c h  v e rs io n s  o u ts id e  th e  c a n o n ic a l c o m p ila 

tio n s  q u o te d  fro m  th e  P ro p h e t b y  th e  C o m p a n io n s  A n as  ib n  M a lik 33 an d  

S a cid  ib n  A b i R a s h id .34 A  v e rs io n  o f  th e  C o m p a n io n  A b u  H u ra y ra  o p e n s

29 N u ca y m  ib n  H a m m a d ,  3 7 8 . T h e  is n a d :  a l - J a r r a h  ib n  M u la y h  (H im s i )  <— A r ta t  ib n  

a l - M u n d h ir  (H im s i ,  d . AH 1 6 3 ).

30 Ib n  M a ja ,  I I , n o .  4 0 6 2  ( 3 6 :2 9 ) .  S e e  a l s o  A h m a d ,  M u s n a d ,  I I , 1 6 3 . T h e  is n a d :  A b u  

1 -Z u b a y r  ( M u h a m m a d  ib n  M u s l im  ib n  T a d r u s ,  M e c c a n ,  d . A H  1 2 6 ) <— cA b d a l la h  ib n  

cA m r  <— P ro p h e t .

31 Ib n  M a ja ,  I I ,  n o . 4 0 6 0  ( 3 6 :2 9 ) .  T h e  is n a d :  c A b d  a l - R a h m a n  ib n  Z a y d  ib n  A s la m  

( M e d in a n ,  d . A H  1 8 2 ) <— A b u  H a z im  a l - A cra j  ( S a la m a  ib n  D in a r ,  M e d in a n ,  d . a h  1 4 0 ) 

<— S a h l ib n  S a cd  <— P ro p h e t .

32 Ib n  M a ja ,  I I , n o . 4 0 5 9  (3 6 :2 9 ) .  S e e  a ls o  A b u  N u ca y m , H ily a ,  V I I ,  1 21 . T h e  is n a d :  

S a y y a r  A b u  1 -H a k a m  a l - W a s i t i  <— ib n  S h ih a b  ( K u f a n ,  d .  A H  8 2 )  <— cA b d a l la h  ib n  

M a s cu d  <— P ro p h e t .

33 A b u  Y a cla ,  V I I ,  n o .  3 9 4 5 ;  D a n i ,  F ita n ,  I I I ,  n o . 3 3 8 ; K a s h f  a l - a s ta r ,  IV , n o . 3 4 0 4 . 

T h e  isn a d :  M u b a r a k  ib n  S u h a y m  ( B a s r a n )  <— cA b d  a l - cA z iz  ib n  S u h a y b  ( B a s r a n ,  d . A H

13 0 ) <— A n a s  P ro p h e t .

34 K a s h f  a l - a s ta r ,  IV , n o .  3 4 0 2 ; Ib n  Q a n ic, S a h a b a ,  I, n o s .  3 0 5 , 3 1 0 ; T a b a r a n i ,  K a b ir ,  

V I , n o . 5 5 3 7 . T h e  is n a d :  cA b d  a l - R a h m a n  ib n  S a b i t  ( M e c c a n  S u c c e s s o r )  <— S a cid  ib n
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w ith  th e  s ta n d a rd  fo rm u la  o f  th e  tra d itio n s  a b o u t th e  e sc h a to lo g ic a l H ou r: 

“ T h e  H o u r  sh a ll  n o t c o m e  u n ti l  th e re  is  in  m y  c o m m u n ity  k h a s f  a n d  

m a sk h  an d  q a d h f  ” .35

A p e s  a n d  P ig s  a n d  E sc h a to lo g ic a l  M ask h

T h e  m e a n in g  o f  m a sk h  is n o t a n y  c le a re r  in  th e  a b o v e  tra d itio n s  th a n  it is 

in  th e  Q u r ’an , b u t th e  ra n g e  o f  p o ss ib le  in te rp re ta tio n s  is n a rro w e d  d o w n  

c o n s id e ra b ly  in  fu r th e r  v e rs io n s  in  w h ic h  th is  te rm  h as  b e e n  g lo s s e d  b y  

an  e x p lic it  m e n tio n  o f  a p e s  a n d  p ig s . S o m e tim e s  th e  te rm  is s im p ly  r e 

p la c e d  by  th e  s ta te m e n t a b o u t th e  a p e s  a n d  th e  p ig s . T h is  is th e  c a se  in 

th e  fo llo w in g  S y ria n  v e rs io n  o f  cA ta 3 a l-K h u ra sa n i (d . A H  135), in w h ic h  

th e  P ro p h e t d e c la re s : “ T h e re  w ill b e  in  m y  c o m m u n ity  k h a s f  a n d  r a j f  an d  

a p e s  a n d  p ig s ” .36 W ith  th e  a p p e a ra n c e  o f  th e  a p e s  a n d  th e  p ig s  o n  th e  

a p o c a ly p tic  s c e n e , th e  I s ra e li te  p u n is h m e n t o f  tra n s fo rm a tio n  in to  th e se  

sp ec ie s  b e c a m e  Is lam ic .

H e r e t i c s

P u n itiv e  tra n s fo rm a tio n  in to  a p e s  a n d  p ig s  in  th e  a p o c a ly p tic  fu tu re  h as  

b e e n  re se rv e d  to  h e re tic s  in  p a r t ic u la r  w h o , a s  d e m o n s tra te d  in  p re v io u s  

c h a p te rs , re p re se n te d  in Is la m ic  so c ie ty  th e  m a jo r  s ig n s  o f  a s s im ila tio n  to  

Je w s  a n d  C h ris tia n s . T h e re fo re , th is  Is ra e li te  ty p e  o f  p u n is h m e n t su ite d  

th e m  p e rfe c tly . S o m e  tra d itio n s  sp e c ify  th e  e x a c t g ro u p  am o n g  th e  h e re 

t ic s  w h ic h  w ill in c u r  th e  e sc h a to lo g ic a l  p u n is h m e n t o f  m e ta m o rp h o s is  

in to  a p e s  a n d  p ig s . T h e se  a re  th e  Q a d a ris , a n d  a c c o rd in g  to  so m e  tr a d i 

t io n s , th is  fa te  a w a its  th e m  e v e n  b e fo re  th e  a c tu a l re su rre c tio n . T h u s , in  a 

H ija z i tra d itio n  o f  th e  A n sa ri C o m p a n io n  A b u  S a cid  a l-K h u d r i,37 th e  P ro 

p h e t say s  th a t a t th e  e n d  o f  tim e  a  b r id e  w ill c o m e  in to  h e r  c a n o p y  (ha-

A b i R a s h id  <— P ro p h e t .

35 Ib n  H ib b a n ,  S a h ih ,  X V , n o .  6 7 5 9 .  T h e  is n a d :  K a th i r  ib n  Z a y d  ( M e d in a n ,  d .  A H  

1 5 8 ) <— a l - W a l id  ib n  R a b a h  ( M e d in a n ,  d . A H  1 1 7 ) <— A b u  H u ra y ra  <— P ro p h e t .

36 S u y u t i ,  D u r r ,  I I ,  2 9 5  ( f r o m  Ib n  A b i  1 - D u n y a ’s  D h a m m  a l - m a la h i ) .  T h e  isn a d :  

cU th m a n  ib n  cA ta 3 a l - K h u r a s a n i  (d . A H  1 5 5 ) <— h is  f a th e r  cA ta 3 a l - K h u r a s a n i  <r- P r o 

p h e t .

37 T a b a r a n i ,  A w s a t ,  V I I I ,  n o . 7 1 4 6 .  S e e  a ls o  D a m ir i ,  H a y a w d n ,  I I , 2 0 3 ;  M a j m a c a l-  

z a w a ^ id ,  V I I ,  2 0 9  ( f ro m  T a b a r a n i ,  A w s a t) .
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j a la ), w h e re  sh e  w ill f in d  h e r  g ro o m  m e ta m o rp h o s e d  (m u sik h a ) in to  an  

ap e  b e c a u se  he  d e n ie d  q a d a r.

T h e re  is a n o th e r  tra d itio n  d e sc r ib in g  a  s im ila r  e v e n t, b u t th e  s in  fo r  

w h ic h  th e  p e rso n  h a s  b e c o m e  an  a p e  is n o t e x p lic i t ly  s ta te d . H u d h a y fa  

ib n  a l-Y a m a n  say s: “ W h a t w ill y o u  do  if  o n e  o f  y o u  g o e s  o u t o f  h is  c a 

n o p y  to  h is  g a rd e n  (h is h s h ) a n d  c o m e s  b a c k  m e ta m o rp h o s e d  (w a -q a d  

m u sik h a ) in to  a n  ap e ; h e  w ill lo o k  fo r  h is  fa m ily , b u t th e y  w ill ru n  aw ay  

fro m  h im .” 38

A s s in n e rs  d o o m e d  to  m e ta m o rp h o s is  (m a sk h )  in to  a p e s  a n d  p ig s , th e  

Q a d a r is  a ls o  b e c a m e  a  n a tu ra l ta rg e t f o r  th e  tr ip le  c a la m ity  in  w h ic h  

m a sk h  f ig u re s  as  o n e  o f  th e  ev e n ts . T h e  tr ip le  c a la m ity  aw a its  th e  Q ad a ris  

in  a  le n g th y  H ija z i  tra d itio n  tra n sm itte d  on  th e  a u th o r i ty  o f  th e  A n sa r i 

C o m p a n io n  R a f ic ib n  K h a d ij (d . ca . a h  5 9 -7 4 ) .  T h e  P ro p h e t d e sc r ib e s  

th e  b as ic  te n e ts  o f  th e  Q a d a ris , an d  e m p h a s ise s  th a t th e y  a re  lik e  th e  Jew s  

a n d  th e  C h ris tia n s  w h o  p r io r  to  th e m  d e n ie d  th e  sa c re d n e ss  o f  th e ir  o w n  

sc rip tu re s  an d  d isc re d ite d  w h o le  p a rts  o f  th e m . H e th e n  p re d ic ts  th e  tr ip le  

c a la m ity  w h ic h  w ill s tr ik e  th e  Q a d a ris , a n d  th is  tim e  it c o n s is ts  o f  t a cun  

(p la g u e ) , k h a s f  a n d  m a sk h .  T h e  la t te r  e v e n t is g lo s se d  b y  a n  e x p la n a tio n  

to  th e  e f fe c t  th a t G o d  w ill m e ta m o rp h o se  (y a m s a k h u )  th e m  in to  a p e s  an d  

p ig s . In  th e  s e c o n d  p a r t  o f  h is  s ta te m e n t,  th e  P ro p h e t u tte r s  a  h a la ka  

s ta te m e n t sa y in g  th a t th e  m a in  re a so n  w h y  th e  C h ild re n  o f  Is rae l p e r ish e d  

w as  th a t th e y  d e n ie d  q a d a r ,  th e  d o g m a tic  m e a n in g  o f  w h ic h  h e  p ro c e e d s  

to  e x p la in .39

T h e re  is  o n e  m o re  tra d itio n  in  w h ich  th e  tr ip le  c a la m ity  is re s e rv e d  fo r 

th e  Q a d a r is ,  b u t th is  tim e  w ith o u t an  e x p lic i t  m e n tio n  o f  a p e s  a n d  p ig s  

b e in g  m a d e . T h is  is a  M e d in a n  p ro p h e tic  v e rs io n  o f  c A b d a lla h  ib n  cU m a r 

(d . a h  7 3 ) in  w h ic h  th e  P ro p h e t d e c la re s : “T h e re  w ill b e  in  m y  c o m m u 

n ity  (o r  in  th is  c o m m u n ity )  m a sk h  an d  k h a s f  a n d  q a d h f”. T h is  is g lo sse d  

b y  th e  w o rd s: “ a n d  th is  w ill h a p p e n  a m o n g  th e  p e o p le  o f  q a d a r ”:40 T h e

38 Ib n  A b i 1 -D u n y a , ^ IJ q u b a t,  n o . 2 8 4  (p r in te d :  h a b s h ih i ); D a n i ,  F ita n ,  I I I ,  n o . 3 4 9 .

39 A ju r r i ,  S h a r i ca ,  n o . 3 6 3 ;  F i r y a b i ,  Q a d a r ,  n o s .  2 2 3 - 2 5 ;  T a b a r a n i ,  K a b ir ,  IV , n o . 

4 2 7 0 ;  M a j m a c a l - z a w a 'id ,  V II , 2 0 0 - 2 0 1 .  T h e  i s n a d : cA m r  ib n  S h u ca y b  ( M e d in a n ,  d . A H  

1 1 8 ) <— S a cid  ib n  a l - M u s a y y a b  ( M e d in a n ,  d . A H  9 4 )  « -  R a f i c ib n  K h a d i j  <— P r o p h e t .  

F o r  a n o th e r  v e r s io n  s e e  L a l ik a ’ i, I I , n o . 1 1 0 0 .

40 Ib n  M a ja ,  I I ,  n o . 4 0 6 1  ( 3 6 :2 9 ) ;  T i r m id h i /7 u / j / a ,  V I ,  3 6 7 - 6 8  ( 3 0 :1 6 ) .  T h e  isn a d :  

A b u  S a k h r  a l - K h a r r a t  ( H u m a y d  ib n  Z iy a d ,  M e d in a n ,  d .  A H  1 8 9 ) «— N a f ic th e  m a w la  o f
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g lo ss  is a lso  a v a i la b le  in  a n  e x te n d e d  v e rs io n  w h ic h  a lso  in c lu d e s  th e  

za n a d iq a .4' W ith  su c h  a  g lo s s , th e  te rm  m a sk h  h a s  e v id e n t ly  c o m e  to  

m e an  tra n s fo rm a tio n  in to  ap es  an d  p ig s .

B a sra

T h e  a p o c a ly p tic  c u rse  o f  b e c o m in g  ap es  a n d  p ig s  w as  a p p lie d  n o t o n ly  to  

g ro u p s , b u t to  p la c e s  as  w e ll. A s  se e n  a b o v e ,42 B a s ra  w as  re n o w n e d  fo r 

th e  p re v a le n c e  o f  Q a d a ri th in k in g ; it w as th e re fo re  p re se n te d  a s  an  a re a  in 

w h ich  p e o p le  w e re  p a r tic u la r ly  lia b le  to  b e c o m e  a p e s  a n d  p ig s . T h e  tr ip le  

c a la m ity  w as  l in k e d  to  th is  p la c e  to o . T h u s , th e  P ro p h e t te lls  A n a s  ib n  

M a lik  th a t th e  B a s ra n s  w ill in c u r  k h a s f  a n d  q a d h f  an d  r a j f  a n d  th a t so m e  

p e o p le  w ill g o  to  b e d  a n d  w a k e  u p  in  th e  m o rn in g  as  a p e s  a n d  p ig s .43 

A n o th e r  v e rs io n  o f  th e  sam e  w a rn in g  d o e s  n o t m e n tio n  a p e s  a n d  p ig s , b u t 

th e  te rm  m a sk h  th a t e m e rg e s  in  th e ir  p la c e  e v id e n tly  c o n v e y s  th e  id ea . 

T h e  P ro p h e t w a rn s  A n as  n o t to  e n te r  th e  p u b lic  p la c e s  in B a s ra , te llin g  

h im  th a t a t th e  e n d  o f  d a y s  so m e  o f  its  in h a b ita n ts  w ill s u f fe r  k h a s f  an d  

m a skh  an d  q a d h f. T h is  w ill o c c u r  w h e n  th e re  is n o  m o re  ju s tic e  th e re , an d  

w h en  o p p re ss io n , p ro s titu tio n  an d  fa lse  te s tim o n y  p re v a il.44 T h a t th e  B a s 

ran s  w ill in c u r  su c h  c a la m itie s  fo r  ta k in g  to  Q a d a rism  is s ta te d  e x p lic itly  

in  a  tra d itio n  o f  cA li in  w h ic h  h e  sa y s  th a t w h e n  Q a d a ris  b e c o m e  n u m e r 

o u s  in B asra , m a sk h  w ill b e fa ll th e m .45

H e re tic s  a re  a lso  a s s o c ia te d  w ith  a p e s  a n d  p ig s  o u ts id e  th e  a p o c a ly p tic  

c o n te x t, in  tra d itio n s  in  w h ic h  th e y  ra n k  e v e n  lo w e r  th a n  a p e s  a n d  p ig s . 

T h e  B asran  A b u  l- J a w z a D (A w s ibn °A b d a lla h  a l-R a b a ci, d . a h  83) s ta te s  

th a t to  h a v e  a p e s  a n d  p ig s  as  n e ig h b o u rs  is m o re  d e s ira b le  to  h im  th a n

Ib n  c U m a r  ( M e d in a n ,  d .  AH 1 1 7 ) <— I b n  cU m a r  <— P r o p h e t .  C f .  V a n  E s s ,  Z w is c h e n  

H a d i t  u n d  T h e o lo g ie ,  1 24 .

41 A h m a d ,  M u s n a d ,  I I ,  1 0 8  (m a s k h  o n ly ) ,  1 3 7 ; F i r y a b i ,  Q a d a r ,  n o .  2 1 7 ;  Ib n  B a t ta ,  

I b a n a :  Q a d a r ,  I I , n o s .  1 5 1 8 , 1 6 0 7 , 1 8 8 5 ; L a l i k a 3i, I I ,  n o .  1 1 3 5 . S e e  a l s o  M a j m a c a l-  

z a w a 3id , V I I ,  2 0 6 . C f . V a n  E s s ,  Z w is c h e n  H a d i t  u n d  T h e o lo g ie ,  1 24 .

42 A b o v e , 1 7 7 - 7 8 .

43 A b u  D a w u d , II , 4 2 8  ( 3 6 :1 0 ) .

44 T a b a r a n i ,  A w s a t ,  V I I ,  n o .  6 0 9 1 .  T h e  is n a d :  cA b d  a l - K h a l iq  A b u  H a n i3 <— Z iy a d  

ib n  a l- A b r a s  <— A n a s  ib n  M a l ik  <— P ro p h e t .

45 Ib n  B a t ta ,  I b a n a :  Q a d a r ,  II , n o . 1 5 8 0 .
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b e in g  a  n e ig h b o u r  to  h e re t ic s  (a h l a l - a h w a ’).46 A  s im ila r  s ta te m e n t is 

rep o rte d  in  a  K u fa n  tra d itio n  o n  th e  a u th o rity  o f  th e  C o m p a n io n  A b u  M u 

sa  a l-A s h cari; h e  sa y s  th a t h e  w o u ld  p re fe r  to  h a v e  Je w s  a n d  C h ris tia n s  

an d  ap es  an d  p ig s  as  n e ig h b o u rs , ra th e r  th a n  to  liv e  n e x t to  a  h e re tic .47

U m a y y a d s - Y e m e n i s - S h i ' i s

T h e  th e m e  o f  th e  a p e s  an d  th e  p ig s  w as  u se d  n o t o n ly  a g a in s t h e re tic s , 

b u t a lso  a g a in s t  o th e r  se c tio n s  o f  e a r ly  I s la m ic  s o c ie ty  w h ic h  d id  n o t 

sh a re  th e  in te re s ts  o f  th e  ru lin g  c a lip h s . A m o n g  th e m  w ere  m a in ly  A rab s  

o f  Y e m e n i d e s c e n t w h o  h o p e d  fo r  th e  fa ll o f  th e  U m a y y a d s  a n d  e n te r 

ta in e d  m e ss ia n ic  e x p e c ta t io n s  fo r  th e  r is e  o f  le a d e rs  a n d  re d e e m e rs  o f  

th e ir  o w n .48 T h e ir  re lu c ta n c e  to  su p p o rt th e  U m a y y a d s  is m a in ly  re f le c te d  

in t ra d i t io n s  o f  th e  P ro p h e t an d  a  n u m b e r  o f  C o m p a n io n s  u rg in g  th e  

p e o p le , in c lu d in g  th e  Y e m e n is , to  m o v e  to  a l-S h a m . T h is  jo u rn e y  to  a l-  

S h am  is e q u a te d  w ith  A b ra h a m ’s B ib lic a l e x o d u s  (h ijra ) to  th e  P ro m ise d  

L an d . T h e  tra d itio n s  ca ll th is  re g io n  m u h a ja r  Ib r a h im : “ A b ra h a m ’s p la c e  

o f  h ijra ” , a n d  in  th e m  th e  P ro p h e t u rg e s  th e  M u s lim s  to  fo llo w  in  A b ra 

h a m ’s fo o ts te p s .49 T h e  r e q u e s t  to  m o v e  to  a l-S h a m  w a s  d e s ig n e d  to  

s tre n g th e n  th e  Is la m ic  fo rc e s  d e fe n d in g  th e  la n d  a g a in s t th e  B y z a n tin e s . 

T h is  is e x p lic i t ly  s ta te d  in  a  tra d itio n  p la c in g  th e  re q u e s te d  jo u rn e y  to  

S y ria  in th e  e sc h a to lo g ic a l fu tu re . It s ta te s  th a t th e  b e lie v e rs  w ill c o m e  “ at 

th e  e n d  o f  t im e s ”  (a k h ira  l-z a m a n )” to  m u h a ja r  Ib ra h im ,  a n d  w ill f ig h t 

“ th e  c h ild re n  o f  E sa u ” (=  th e  B y z a n tin e s )  in J e ru sa le m .50

T ra d it io n s  d e n o u n c in g  th o se  w h o  re fu se  to  c o m e  to  S y r ia  h a v e  re 

c o u rse  to  th e  th e m e  o f  th e  a p e s  a n d  th e  p ig s . T h e s e  p e o p le  a re  w a rn e d  

th a t th e y  w ill b e  fo rc e d  to  c o m e  to  a l-S h a m  a t th e  e n d  o f  d a y s , w h e re  

th e y  w ill b e  r e s u r re c te d  w ith  th e  a p e s  a n d  th e  p ig s . T h e  m o s t e x p lic i t  

v e rs io n  is th a t o f  th e  S y ria n  S h a h r  ib n  H a w sh a b  (d . AH 100), w h o  q u o te s

46 Ib n  B a tta ,  Ib a n a :  I m a n ,  II , n o s .  4 6 6 - 6 8 ;  L a l ik a 5!, I, n o . 2 3 1 .

47 Ib n  B a t ta ,  I b a n a :  I m a n ,  I I , n o s .  4 6 9 ,  4 7 1 .  T h e  is n a d :  L a y th  ib n  A b i S u la y m  ( K u 

f a n ,  d . AH 1 4 3 ) « — a n o n y m o u s  <— A b u  M u s a .

48 C f .  S u l im a n  B a s h c a r ,  “ Y e m e n  in  E a r ly  I s la m : a n  E x a m i n a t i o n  o f  N o n - T r ib a l  

T r a d i t io n s ” , A r a b ic a  3 6  ( 1 9 8 9 ) ,  3 4 1 —4 3 .

49 E .g . A b u  D a w u d , II , 4  (1 5 :3 ) .  S e e  a ls o  C r o n e  a n d  C o o k , H a g a r is m ,  9 .

50 Ib n  a l - M u r a j ja ,  n o . 2 1 2 . A n d  s e e  L iv n e -K a f r i ,  “ E a r ly  M u s l im  A s c e t i c s ” , 110.
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an  a p o c a ly p se  h e a rd  fro m  th e  P ro p h e t b y  c A b d a lla h  ib n  cA m r ib n  a l-°A s. 

T h e  P ro p h e t s ta te s  th a t  th o s e  w h o  re f ra in e d  fro m  c o m in g  to  m u h a ja r  

Ib ra h im  a re  th e  m o s t e v il o n e s , an d  th e y  w ill b e  re s u r re c te d  b y  a  c a ta 

c ly sm ic  f ire  w ith  th e  a p e s  a n d  th e  p ig s .51 S o m e  v e rs io n s  say  th a t th e  f ire  

w ill b u m  fro m  cA d a n , w h ic h  se e m s  to  a llu d e  to  th e  p ro v e n a n c e  o f  th o se  

re fu s in g  to  g o  to  a l-S h a m .52 A  m o re  d e ta ile d  H im s i a p o c a ly p se  o f  K a cb 

a l-A h b a r  say s  th a t th e  e v il o n e s  w ill b e  re su rre c te d  in  a l-S h a m  w ith  th e  

ap es  an d  th e  p ig s ; th e y  w ill b e  th o se  w h o  h a v e  fo rg o tte n  th e  Q u r3an an d  

th e  su n n a , a b a n d o n e d  th e  w o rsh ip  o f  G o d , a n d  in d u lg e d  in  fo rn ic a tio n .53 

T h e se  v e rs io n s  p ro b a b ly  im p ly  th a t th e  o n e s  w h o  re fu se  to  f ig h t th e  B y z 

a n tin e s , a n d  th o s e  w h o  d o  n o t s tr ic tly  a d h e re  to  th e  I s la m ic  o r ig in s  o f  

g u id a n c e  w ill be re su rre c te d  as  Is ra e lite s  by  w ay  o f  p o e tic  ju s tic e .

T h e  th e m e  o f  th e  a p e s  a n d  th e  p ig s , h o w e v e r , w as  a lso  u se d  b y  an ti-  

U m a y y a d  g ro u p s , an d  in  th is  c a se  th e se  sp e c ie s  h a v e  no  sp e c if ic  Is ra e lite  

c o n n o ta tio n  a s  th e y  m e re ly  s y m b o lis e  b e a s t l in e s s  a n d  b ru ta l i ty . T h e  

th e m e  e m e rg e s  in  a  se rie s  o f  tra d itio n s  d e sc r ib in g  a  d re a m  o f  th e  P ro p h e t 

in  w h ic h  he  sees  th e  U m a y y a d s  u se  h is  o w n  m in b a r  (“p u lp i t” ) fo r  th e ir  

p u b lic  a d d re s se s  a n d  is d e e p ly  g r ie v e d  by  th e  s ig h t. T h e re  a re  n u m e ro u s  

v e rs io n s  o f  th e  d re a m ,54 a n d  in  a  M e d in a n  o n e , o f  A b u  H u ra y ra , th e  

U m a y y a d s  ( th e  M a rw a n id s )  a re  se e n  ju m p in g  u p  a n d  d o w n  o n  M u h a m 

m a d ’s m in b a r  l ik e  m o n k e y s .55 T h e  m o n k e y s  h e re  i l lu s tr a te  th e  d e s e 

c ra t io n  o f  th e  P ro p h e t’s m in b a r  b y  th e  U m a y y a d s . In  a n o th e r  v e ry  ra re  

v e rs io n  o f  S a cid  ib n  a l-M u s a y y a b  (M e d in a n , d . a h  9 4 ), th e  U m a y y a d s  

c lim b in g  th e  m in b a r  a re  s e e n  b y  th e  P ro p h e t in  th e  fo rm  o f  “ a p e s  an d  

p ig s” .56

51 A b u  D a w u d ,  I I , 4  ( 1 5 :3 ) .  S e e  a l s o  N u ca y m  ib n  H a m m a d ,  3 8 1 , 3 8 2 , 3 8 3 ;  A h m a d , 

M u s n a d ,  II , 8 4  ( I b n  cU m a r ) ,  1 9 8 - 9 9 ,  2 0 9 ;  Ib n  T a w u s ,  M a la h im ,  8 1 .

52 N u ca y m  ib n  H a m m a d ,  3 8 3 - 8 4 .

53 Ib id . ,  3 7 9 - 8 0 .

54 E .g . T a b a r i ,  T a fs ir ,  X X X , 1 6 7  (o n  S u r a t  a l - Q a d a r ) ;  A h m a d ,  M u s n a d ,  I I , 3 8 5 ,  5 2 2 ; 

B a y h a q i ,  D a la ^ i l ,  V I , 5 0 9 - 5 1 0  (w ith  e d i t o r ’s  r e f e r e n c e s ) ;  T a b a r a n i ,  K a b ir ,  I, n o . 1 4 2 5 .

55 B a y h a q i ,  D a la ^ i l ,  V I , 5 1 1 ;  J a w r a q a n i ,  A b a t i l ,  I, n o s .  2 3 6 ,  2 3 7 ;  Ib n  K a th i r ,  B id d y a ,  

V I , 2 4 3 . T h e  is n a d :  a l - cA la 3 ib n  cA b d  a l - R a h m a n  a l - H u r a q i  ( M e d in a n ,  d .  A H  1 3 2 ) <— 

h is  f a th e r  <— A b u  H u r a y r a  <— P ro p h e t .

56 T a r i k h  B a g h d a d ,  IX , 4 4 ;  J a w r a q a n i ,  A b a t i l ,  I, n o .  2 3 8 .  T h e  is n a d :  S u f y a n  a l-  

T h a w r i  ( K u f a n ,  d . A H  1 6 1 ) <— c A li  ib n  Z a y d  ib n  c A b d a l la h  ib n  J u d ca n  ( B a s r a n ,  d . A H
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W h ile  su ch  tra d itio n s  seem  to  b e tra y  a S h ici a n ti-U m a y y a d  b ia s , th e re  

a re  a lso  a n t i-S h ici tra d i t io n s  in  w h ic h  p e o p le  v il ify in g  th e  c a l ip h s  A b u  

B a k r  an d  °U m ar a re  tu rn e d  in to  ap es , p ig s , an d  d o g s  as  w e ll.57

A p e s  a n d  P ig s  a n d  Sunna  S t a t em e n t s

A s se e n  in  C h a p te r  8, a d h e r in g  to  th e  e v il  w ay s  o f  th e  Je w s  a n d  C h r is 

t ia n s  w as  c r i t ic is e d  by  m e a n s  o f  su n n a  s ta te m e n ts . T h e re  a re  fu r th e r  

v e rs io n s  o f  su ch  s ta te m e n ts  in  w h ic h  th e  th e m e  o f  th e  a p e s  a n d  th e  p ig s  

h as  b e e n  in c lu d e d  to  e m p h a s is e  th e  c o m m o n  fa te  o f  s in  a n d  p u n ish m e n t 

sh a red  by  M u slim s  a n d  Israe lite s .

T o  b e g in  w ith , a p e s  a n d  p ig s  a p p e a r  in  th e  fo llo w in g  tra d itio n  o f  H u 

d h a y fa  ibn  a l-Y a m a n , o n  w h o se  a u th o rity  m a n y  su n n a  s ta te m e n ts  h a v e  

b e e n  tra n s m itte d  (C h a p te r  8). T h is  p a r tic u la r  tra d itio n  w as re c o rd e d  by 

cA b d  a l-R a z z a q :58

Y o u  ( th a t  is , th e  M u s l im s )  w il l  fo l lo w  th e  w a y s  ( s u n a n )  o f  th e  C h i ld r e n  o f  I s ra e l  

[ in  p r e c i s e  s y m m e t r y ] ,  a s  o n e  f e a th e r  o f  a n  a r r o w  m a tc h e s  a n o th e r ,  a n d  a s  o n e  

s t r a p  o f  a  s a n d a l  m a tc h e s  a n o th e r — if  a  m a n  o f  th e  C h i ld r e n  o f  I s ra e l  d id  th is  o r  

th a t ,  a  m a n  o f  th is  c o m m u n i ty  w o u ld  s u r e ly  d o  it  a s  w e ll.

T h e  tra d itio n  g o e s  o n  to  re la te  th a t  on  h e a r in g  th is , so m e o n e  re m in d e d  

H u d h a y fa  th a t th e re  h ad  b e e n  ap es  a n d  p ig s  am o n g  th e  C h ild re n  o f  Israe l, 

a n d  H u d h a y fa  re to r te d  th a t ap es  an d  p ig s  w o u ld  a lso  b e  a m o n g  th is  c o m 

m u n ity .

T h is  v e rs io n  o f  th e  s ta te m e n t w as  tra n sm itte d  o n  th e  a u th o rity  o f  H u 

d h a y fa  by  th e  B a sra n  Q a ta d a , b u t th e re  is a lso  a  s lig h tly  d if fe re n t v e rs io n  

o f  th e  s a m e  C o m p a n io n  tra n sm itte d  b y  A b u  1 -B ak htari S a cid  ibn  F a y ru z  

(K u fan , d . a h  83). H e re  th e  s ta te m e n t is p la in , w ith  n o  s im ile s . H u d h a y fa

1 3 1 ) <— S a cid  ib n  a l - M u s a y y a b  <— P ro p h e t .  B u t  in  a  p a r a l le l  v e r s io n  o f  th e  s a m e  t r a d i 

t io n  n o  m e n t io n  is  m a d e  o f  a p e s  a n d  p ig s .  S e e  T a r ik h  B a g h d a d ,  IX , 4 4 ;  Ib n  K a th i r ,  B i-  

d a y a ,  V I , 2 4 3 .

57 S e e  E ta n  K o h lb e r g ,  “ S o m e  Im a m i S h ici V ie w s  o n  th e  S a h a b a ” , J e r u s a le m  S tu d ie s  

in  A r a b ic  a n d  I s la m  5 ( 1 9 8 4 ) ,  171 (I  a m  g r a te f u l  to  E ta n  K o h lb e r g  f o r  d r a w in g  m y  

a t t e n t io n  to  th is  a r t ic le ) .

58 cA b d  a l - R a z z a q ,  M u s a n n a f ,  X I ,  n o . 2 0 7 6 5 ;  id e m , T a fs ir ,  I, 2 3 5 ;  Ib n  B a t ta ,  I b a n a :  

I m a n ,  I I , n o . 7 1 5 .
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m e re ly  c o n f irm s  th a t e a c h  a c t o f  th e  C h ild re n  o f  Is ra e l w ill b e  re p e a te d  

by th e  M u slim s , a n d  th a t ap es  an d  p ig s  w ill b e  a m o n g  th e m  as w e ll.59

T h e re  is a lso  a  S y ria n  su n n a  s ta te m e n t p re d ic tin g  th a t M u s lim s  im i 

ta tin g  th e  s in s  o f  th e ir  J e w ish  a n d  C h ris tia n  p re d e c e sso rs  w ill su ffe r  th e  

fa te  o f  b e in g  tra n s fo rm e d  in to  a p e s  a n d  p ig s . T h e  tra d itio n  d e sc r ib e s  a  

d ia lo g u e  b e tw e e n  th e  S y rian  C o m p a n io n  cU b a d a  ib n  a l-S a m it (A n sa ri, d. 

a h  3 4 -4 5 )  a n d  a n o th e r  M u s lim  (A b u  cA ta 3 a l-Y a h b u ri) . T h e  fo rm e r te lls  

th e  la tte r  th a t s c h o la rs  a n d  Q u r 3an  e x p e r ts  w ill b e  p e rs e c u te d , an d  th a t 

th e y  w ill s e e k  re fu g e  w ith  th e  b e a s ts  on  th e  m o u n ta in s  b e c a u se  M u slim s  

w ill w an t to  k ill th em . T h e  la tte r  d o e s  n o t b e lie v e  it, c la im in g  th a t su ch  a  

s in  c o u ld  n o t b e  c o m m itte d  as  lo n g  as  th e  Q u r3an  e x is ts  a m o n g  th e  M u s 

lim s. cU b a d a  rep lie s :

H a d  n o t  th e  J e w s  b e e n  g iv e n  th e  T o r a h ,  b u t  th e y  w e n t  a s t r a y  a n d  a b a n d o n e d  it 

l a t e r  o n ,  a n d  h a d  n o t  th e  C h r is t i a n s  b e e n  g iv e n  th e  G o s p e l ,  b u t  th e y  w e n t  a s t r a y  

a n d  a b a n d o n e d  it l a t e r  o n ?  T h e s e  a r e  th e  w a y s  ( s u n a n )  t h a t  a r e  f o l lo w e d  e v e r y 

w h e re ,  a n d  b y  G o d ,  n o th in g  h a p p e n e d  a m o n g  th o s e  w h o  w e r e  b e f o r e  y o u ,  th a t  

w ill n o t  ta k e  p la c e  a m o n g  y o u  a s  w e l l .60

In  an  e x te n d e d  v e rs io n  o f  th e  sam e  d ia lo g u e , A b u  cA ta 3 a l-Y a h b u ri m ee ts  

w ith  th e  s a m e  cU b a d a  ib n  a l-S a m it a  few  d a y s  la te r , a n d  te lls  h im  th a t 

th e re  w ere  ap es  a n d  p ig s  a m o n g  “ th o se  b e fo re  u s ” . cU b a d a  re p lie s  th a t he  

h e a rd  an  u n n a m e d  p e rso n  ( fu la n ) re la tin g  a  t ra d i t io n  to  th e  e f fe c t th a t 

b e fo re  lo n g , a  g ro u p  o f  th is  c o m m u n ity  w ill b e  tra n s fo rm e d  (tu m sa k h ).61 

T h is  tra d itio n  a g a in  d e m o n s tra te s  th e  p a ra lle l ism  b e tw e e n  th e  B ib le  an d  

th e  Q u C a n  a s  b a se s  fo r  s c h ism , a n d  th e  o c c u r re n c e  o f  th e  a p e s  an d  th e  

p ig s  in th is  c o n n e c tio n  a ff irm s  th e  a s s im ila tio n  o f  M u s lim s  w ith  Jew s  an d  

C h ris tian s .

A l lo w in g  Munkar

Is la m ic  tra d i t io n  h a s  s o m e tim e s  a p p lie d  to  M u s lim s  n o t o n ly  th e  Q u r 

a n i c  p u n ish m e n t o f  b e c o m in g  a p e s  a n d  p ig s , b u t a lso  th e  Q u r ’an ic  Is ra 

59 Ib n  A b i S h a y b a , X V , 1 0 3  (n o . 1 9 2 2 7 ) .

60 M a r w a z i ,  S u n n a ,  n o s .  6 2 , 1 07 .

61 Ib n  A b i I - D u n y a ,  cU q u b a t ,  n o . 3 4 7 .
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e l i te  s in  th a t  b ro u g h t  it a b o u t. T h e  Q u r 3an  s a y s  in  S u ra t a l -M a 3ida  

(5 ):7 8 —7 9  th a t th e  C h ild re n  o f  Is ra e l w ere  c u rse d  by  th e  to n g u e  o f  D av id  

a n d  Je su s , a n d  th a t  th e y  d id  n o t fo rb id  e v il  (m u n k a r ) fro m  b e in g  c o m 

m itte d  a m o n g  th e m se lv e s . A s seen  a b o v e , Is la m ic  e x e g e s is  say s  th a t the 

c u rse  w as  th e ir  tra n s fo rm a tio n  in to  a p e s  a n d  p ig s . Is la m ic  tra d itio n  a p 

p lie d  to  M u s lim s  th e  sa m e  s in  o f  a llo w in g  m u n k a r ,  a lo n g  w ith  th e  p u n i 

tiv e  t r a n s fo rm a tio n  th a t  g o e s  w ith  it. T h is  w a s  d e s ig n e d  to  s tre s s  th e  

im p o r ta n c e  o f  th e  d u ty  o f  a l-a m r  b i- l -m a cr u f  w a - l-n a h y  can  a l-m u n k a r  

(“ b id d in g  g o o d  an d  fo rb id d in g  e v i l” ), w h ich  in th e  Q u r ’an  (3 :1 1 0 ), m a rk s  

th e  b as ic  fe a tu re  by  w h ic h  th e  Is la m ic  u m m a  su rp a s se s  o th e r  c o m m u n i 

tie s .62 N e g le c tin g  th is  d u ty  th e re fo re  m e a n s  th e  e lim in a tio n  o f  th e  d if fe r 

e n c e  b e tw e e n  M u slim s  a n d  o th e rs , an d  h e n c e  th e  p u n itiv e  Is ra e lite  tra n s 

fo rm a tio n  a w a it in g  th o se  M u s lim s  w h o  a re  g u il ty  o f  a l lo w in g  m u n ka r . 

T h is  p u n ish m e n t is p ro m ise d  th e m  in  a  tra d itio n  o f  th e  P ro p h e t th a t say s  

th a t p e o p le  o f  h is  c o m m u n ity  w ill be re s u r re c te d  a s  a p e s  a n d  p ig s  b e 

c au se  th e y  c o n c ilia te d  (d a h a n u ) th e  tra n sg re sso rs  an d  d id  n o t fo rb id  th em  

to  d o  e v il, a l th o u g h  th e y  c o u ld  h av e  d o n e  so . T h e  tra d itio n  w as re c o rd e d  

in  th e  c o m m e n ta r ie s  o n  S u ra t a l -M a 3id a  ( 5 ) :7 8 -7 9 .63 M o re  c u r re n t is 

a n o th e r  tra d itio n  a lso  re c o rd e d  in  so m e  c a n o n ic a l c o m p ila tio n s . T h is  is 

o n e  o f  Ib n  M a s cu d , an d  in it th e  P ro p h e t say s  th a t th e  C h ild re n  o f  Is rae l 

w e re  c u rse d  by  th e  to n g u e  o f  D a v id  a n d  Je su s  fo r  n o t fo rb id d in g  e v il, and  

g o es  o n  to  w a rn  th e  M u s lim s  o f  th e  sam e  c u rse  i f  th e y  to o  p e rm it e v il .64 

H o w e v e r , th is  s ta te m e n t d o e s  n o t e x p lic i t ly  m e n tio n  th e  a p e s  a n d  th e  

p igs.

A n o th e r  tra d itio n  o ffe rs  a  sp e c if ic  d e f in itio n  o f  th e  Is lam ic  g ro u p  th a t 

is g u ilty  o f  a llo w in g  m u n k a r— th e K h a w a rij. T h e  tra d itio n  is o f  K a cb  al- 

A h b a r as  q u o te d  by  th e  B a s ra n  cA b d a lla h  ib n  R a b a h  a l-A n sa ri (d . ca . a h  

9 0 ). K a cb  sa y s  th a t a  m a r ty r  (s h a h id ) w ill b e  re w a rd e d  w ith  o n e  lig h t, 

a n d  th a t h e  w h o  fig h ts  th e  H a ru riy y a  (=  e a r ly  K h a w a rij)  w ill b e  re w a rd e d  

w ith  te n  lig h ts , a n d  th a t H e ll h as  se v e n  g a te s  ( Q u r 'a n  15 :4 4 ), th re e  o f  

w h ic h  a re  re s e rv e d  fo r  th e  H a ru r iy y a . H e  th e n  g o e s  o n  to  sa y  th a t th e

62 O n  th is  d u ty  s e c  e .g .  A th a m in a ,  “ T h e  E a r ly  M u r j i V ’, 1 2 2 -2 9 .

63 S u y u t i ,  D u r r ,  I I , 3 0 2  (o n  5 :7 8 ) .

64 A b u  D a w u d ,  II , 4 3 5 - 3 6  ( 3 6 :1 6 ) ;  T irm id h i/T « /) /c i ,  V I I I ,  n o . 5 0 3 8  (4 4 , S u r a  5 ) ;  Ib n  

M a ja ,  I I ,  n o .  4 0 0 6  ( 3 6 :2 0 ) ;  A h m a d ,  M u s n a d ,  I, 3 9 1 ;  T a b a r a n i ,  K a b ir ,  X , n o . 1 0 2 6 8 ; 

B a y h a q i,  S h u ca b ,  V I , 7 9 - 8 0  (n o s .  7 5 4 4 - 4 5 ) .
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H a ru riy y a  a lre a d y  a p p e a re d  (kharaju.) in  th e  tim e  o f  th e  p ro p h e t D a v id .65 

T h is  is p ro b a b ly  an  a llu s io n  to  th e  Q u r3a n ic  c u rse  o f  th e  Is ra e lite s  b y  th e  

to n g u e  o f  D av id , w h ich  m e a n s  th a t th e  K h a w a rij a re  id e n tif ie d  h e re  w ith  

th o se  Is ra e li te s  w h o  a l lo w e d  m u n k a r  a n d  b e c a m e  a p e s  a n d  p ig s . T h is  

co n firm s  th e  Is ra e lite  lin k  o f  th e  K h a w a rij a s  d e m o n s tra te d  a b o v e  (C h a p 

te r  7).

S la v e -G ir ls , W in e , etc.

T h e  n o tio n  o f  p u n itiv e  tra n s fo rm a tio n  c a u se d  b y  a llo w in g  m u n k a r  m e a n s  

th a t th is  p u n ish m e n t c o u ld  b e  a p p lie d  to  an y  s in  th a t fa lls  u n d e r  th e  la b e l 

o f  m u n k a r ,  a  w o rd  th a t c a n  s ig n ify  a n y  o ffe n s iv e  a c tio n  d is a p p ro v e d  by  

th e  Q u rDan  an d  th e  su n n a .  T h e re  a re  in d e e d  tra d itio n s  th a t e x p a n d  th e  

sc o p e  o f  th e  p u n it iv e  tra n s fo rm a tio n  to  s in s  o f  a  su p p o se d ly  a b o m in a b le  

a n d  fou l n a tu re . T h e  s in s  a re  o f  w in e  (k h a m r ) d r in k in g , a s  w e ll as  p la y in g  

m u sic  in  th e  c o m p a n y  o f  s in g in g  s la v e -g irls . O c c a s io n a lly , th e  w e a rin g  o f  

s ilk  c lo th e s  (h a r ir ) is a d d e d  to  th e  lis t , as  w e ll as  fa ls e  te s t im o n y  a n d  

u su ry . A t le a s t so m e  o f  th e se  ty p e s  o f  s in s  w ere  p ro b a b ly  a s so c ia te d  w ith  

Je w s  an d  C h ris tia n s  (u su ry ,66 w in e , m u s ic ) , as  w e ll a s  w ith  n o n -A ra b s  at 

la rg e  (s ilk 67).

A  g ro u p  o f  tra d itio n s  lin k in g  th e  th e m e  o f  ap e s  a n d  p ig s  to  th e se  s in s  

w as  c irc u la te d  by  F a rq a d  ib n  Y a cq u b  a l-S a b a k h i (B a s ra n , d . a h  131). H is  

tra d itio n s  a re  tra c e d  b a c k  to  th e  P ro p h e t th ro u g h  S y ria n  a n d  Ifaq i isn a d s  

o f  A b u  U m a m a  a l-B a h ili , cU b a d a  ib n  a l-S a m it (S y ria n  A n sa ri C o m p a n 

io n , d. a h  3 4 -4 5 ) ,  cA b d  a l-R a h m a n  ibn  G h a n m  a l-A s h ca ri (S y ria n , d . a h  

78 ) an d  Ib n  c A b b as . In  a ll o f  th e se  v e rs io n s , th e  P ro p h e t s ta te s  in  th e  firs t 

p e rso n  th a t p e o p le  o f  “ m y  c o m m u n ity ”  w ill sp e n d  th e  n ig h t re jo ic in g  an d  

e x u ltin g  ( ca la  a s h a r  w a -b a ta r )  a n d  e n jo y in g  th e m s e lv e s  p la y fu l ly , an d  

w ill w ak e  up  in  th e  m o rn in g  as  a p e s  a n d  p ig s . T h is  w ill h a p p e n  b e c a u se

65 cA b d  a l - R a z z a q ,  M u s a n n a f ,  X , n o .  1 8 6 7 3 ; A ju r r i ,  S h a r i ca ,  n o .  3 9 ; S u y u t i ,  D u r r ,  

IV , 100.

66 Q u r ’a n  4 :1 6 1 .

67 A b o u t  s i lk  c lo th e s  a n d  th e  m a n n e r s  o f  th e  A ca jim  ( n o n - A r a b s ) ,  s e e  A b u  D a w u d ,  II, 

3 7 1  (3 1 :8 ) ;  N a s a ’ i, K u b r a ,  V , n o .  9 3 6 6  ( 8 0 :2 5 ) ;  A h m a d ,  M u s n a d ,  IV , 1 3 4 . O n  th e  I s 

l a m ic  a v e r s io n  to  th e  a t t i r e  o f  n o n - M u s l im s ,  s e e  a l s o  L e w is ,  T h e  J e w s  o f  I s la m ,  3 5 .
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th e y  d e se c ra te d  fo rb id d e n  w o m e n  a n d  s la v e -g ir ls ,  d ra n k  w in e  (k h a m r ), 

to o k  u su ry , a n d  w o re  s ilk  c lo th e s .68

A n o th e r  v e rs io n  o f  F a rq a d  lin k s  th e  sam e  s ta te m e n t o f  th e  P ro p h e t to  

th e  tr ip le  ca la m ity . F a rq a d  q u o te s  th e  s ta te m e n t in  re sp o n se  to  a  q u e s tio n  

o f  w h e th e r  th e  tra d itio n  a b o u t k h a s f  an d  q a d h f  w as  u tte re d  b y  th e  P ro p h e t 

h im se lf . In  th e  v e rs io n  q u o te d  b y  F a rq a d  o n  th is  o c c a s io n , th e  s in n e rs  a re  

n o t o n ly  tu rn e d  in to  a p e s  an d  p ig s , b u t th e ir  fa m ilie s  a s  w e ll a re  c a rr ie d  

aw ay  b y  w in d .69

E le m e n ts  o f  th e  tr ip le  c a la m ity  a re  p re se n t m o re  e x p lic it ly  in  th e  v e r 

s io n  o f  Q a b is a  ib n  D h u 3ay b  (M e d in a n  S u c c e sso r , d . a h  8 6 ) ,  as  re c o rd e d  

b y  N u ca y m  ib n  H a m m a d . H e re  th e  P ro p h e t d e s c r ib e s  t r a n s fo rm a tio n  

(c o n v e y e d  h e re  by th e  ro o t a .f .k .) o f  p e o p le  in to  a p e s  an d  p ig s , a s  w ell as 

th e ir  b e in g  e n g u lfe d  b y  th e  e a r th  (k h a s f) .  T h is  is a  p u n ish m e n t in flic te d  

fo r  d rin k in g  w in e , p u ttin g  o n  s ilk  c lo th e s  an d  p la y in g  m u s ic .70

A  s im ila r  c o m b in a tio n  o f  d isa s te rs  ( tra n s fo rm a tio n  in to  a p e s  an d  p ig s  

a n d  k h a s f)  a p p e a rs  in  a  S y ria n  tra d itio n  in  w h ic h  th e  P ro p h e t p re d ic ts  

th a t p e o p le  w ill d r in k  w in e  (kh a m r)  w h ile  c a llin g  it o th e rw ise , a n d  w ill 

e n jo y  s in g in g  an d  m u s ic . G o d  w ill c a u se  th e  e a r th  to  e n g u lf  th e m  an d  

w ill tu rn  th e m  in to  ap es  and  p ig s . T h is  tra d itio n  is o f  th e  C o m p a n io n  A bu 

M a lik  a l-A s h ca ri a n d  w as  re c o rd e d  in  se v e ra l h a d ith  c o m p ila t io n s , in 

c lu d in g  c a n o n ic a l o n e s .71

T h e  a b o v e  d is a p p ro v e d  p le a su re s  w e re  a lso  b u il t  in to  in d e p e n d e n t 

s ta te m e n ts  a b o u t th e  tr ip le  c a la m ity  in w h ich  n o  e x p lic it  m e n tio n  o f  ap es  

an d  p ig s  is m ad e . S u ch  v e rs io n s  a p p e a r  in  th e  c a n o n ic a l c o m p ila tio n s . A l- 

T irm id h i re c o rd e d  a  tra d itio n  o f  th e  M e c c a n  C o m p a n io n  cIm ra n  ib n  H u-

68 A h m a d , M u s n a d ,  V , 3 2 9 . S e e  a l s o  T a b a r a n i ,  K a b ir ,  V I I I ,  n o . 7 9 9 7 ;  id e m ,  S a g h ir ,  

I, 6 2 .  A  s i m i la r  s t a t e m e n t  is  c o n ta in e d  in  a  t r a d i t io n  o f  th e  C o m p a n io n  cA b d a I la h  ib n  

B is h r .  S e e  M a j m a c a t - z a w a }id , V III , 14 (T a b a ra n i ) .

69 A h m a d , M u s n a d ,  V , 2 5 9 .

70 N u ca y m  ib n  H a m m a d ,  3 7 1 - 7 2 .

71 T h e  is n a d :  cA b d  a l- R a h m a n  ib n  G h a n m  a l - A s h ca ri ( S y r ia n ,  d . AH 7 8 )  <— A b u  M a 

lik  a l - A s h ° a r i  <— P r o p h e t .  S e e  Ib n  A b i S h a y b a ,  V I I ,  n o . 3 8 1 0 ;  Ib n  M a ja ,  II , n o .  4 0 2 0  

(3 6 :2 2 ) ;  Ib n  H ib b a n ,  S a h ih ,  X V , n o . 6 7 5 8 ;  B a y h a q i ,  S u n a n ,  V I I I ,  2 9 5 ; X , 2 2 1 . S e e  a ls o  

B u k h a r i ,  T a r ik h  k a b ir ,  I, n o . 9 6 7 ; T a b a r a n i ,  K a b ir ,  I I I , n o . 3 4 1 9 . A n d  s e e  a  p a r a l le l  v e r 

s io n  in  B u k h a r i ,  S a h ih ,  V II , 138 (7 4 :6 ) ;  A b u  D a w u d , II , 3 6 9  (3 1 :6 ) ;  B a y h a q i ,  S u n a n ,  X , 

2 2 1 ; K a n z ,  X I , n o . 3 0 9 2 6 .
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say n  (d . a h  5 2 ) in  w h ic h  th e  P ro p h e t s ta tes : “ [T h e re  w ill be] in  th is  c o m 

m u n ity  k h a s f  a n d  q a d h f  and m a sk h " . S o m e o n e  a sk s  th e  P ro p h e t: “ W h en  

w ill it b e ? ” T h e  P ro p h e t: “ W h e n  s la v e -g ir ls  an d  m u s ic a l in s tru m e n ts  a p 

p e a r , an d  w h e n  w in e  is c o n s u m e d .”72 A  v e ry  s im ila r  d ia lo g u e  is d e s 

c r ib e d  in  tra d itio n s  o f  th e  C o m p a n io n  A b u  M a lik  a l-A s h ° a r i73 a n d  A b u  

S a cid  a l-K h u d r i.74 T h e  sa m e  d is c o u rse  a p p e a rs  in  an  e x te n d e d  v e rs io n  o f  

th e  tr ip le  c a la m ity , o f  th e  a b o v e -m e n tio n e d  S ah l ib n  S a cd  a l-A n sa r i.75 A 

v e rs io n  o f  A b u  H u ra y ra  a d d s  h o m o s e x u a ls  a n d  le sb ia n s  to  th e  lis t , as 

w e ll a s  th e  s in  o f  fa lse  te s t im o n y .76 H o m o s e x u a ls  a n d  le sb ia n s  a re  a lso  

th re a te n e d  w ith  m a sk h  a n d  k h a s f  in  a  tra d i t io n  o f  A n a s  ib n  M alik , in 

w h ic h  th is  fa te  w ill b e  in f l ic te d  on  th e m  w ith  a  b la z in g  w in d  e m e rg in g  

fro m  th e  E a s t .77

T h e  ra n g e  o f  s in s  e n ta il in g  e sc h a to lo g ic a l  d e fo rm a tio n — in c lu d in g  

tra n s fo rm a tio n  in to  a p e s  a n d  p ig s— h a s  b e e n  e x p a n d e d  in th e  fo llo w in g  

tra d itio n  to  in c lu d e  a  v a r ie ty  o f  s o c ia l  a n d  m o ra l  m is b e h a v io u r .  T h e  

tra d itio n  is o f  th e  M e d in a n  C o m p a n io n  M u ca d h  ib n  J a b a l (d . a h  18) 

w h ich  is re c o rd e d  as  a  c o m m e n ta ry  o n  S u ra t a l -N a b a 3 (7 8 ): 18. H ere  G o d  

sa y s  th a t p e o p le  a re  a b o u t to  b e  re su rre c te d  “ in  t ro o p s ” (a fw a ja n ). T h e  

P ro p h e t is sa id  to  h a v e  to ld  M u cad h  th a t th e  “ tro o p s” s ta n d  fo r  ten  g ro u p s  

a m o n g  M u h a m m a d ’s u m m a , a ll o f  w h o m  w ill b e  d e fo rm e d  b e c a u se  o f  

th e ir  s in s . T h e  f irs t g ro u p  w ill c o n s is t o f  th o se  w h o  w ill b e  tu rn e d  in to  

a p e s  b e c a u se  th e y  h a v e  b een  s la n d e re rs , a n d  th e  s e c o n d  g ro u p  w ill c o n 

s is t o f  th o se  w h o  w ill b e  tu rn e d  in to  p ig s  b e c a u se  th e y  e n jo y e d  ill-g o tte n  

p ro p e rty  (s u h t). T h e  re s t o f  th e  g ro u p s  a re  o f  th o se  w h o  h a v e  ta k e n  u su ry , 

b e e n  o p p re ss iv e  in  ju d g e m e n t, b e h a v e d  a r ro g a n tly , a n d  so  on. T h e y  w ill 

be  tu rn e d  u p s id e  d o w n  so  th a t th ey  w ill c ra w l o n  th e ir  fa c e s , w ill b eco m e  

b lin d , d ea f, e tc .78

72 T i r m id h i /T u h fa ,  V I , n o . 2 3 0 9  ( 3 1 :3 8 ) . S e e  a ls o  D a n i,  F ita n ,  I I I , n o . 3 4 0 .

73 T a b a r a n i ,  K a b ir ,  I I I , n o . 3 4 1 0 .

74 Id e m , A w s a t ,  V II , n o . 6 9 0 1 .

75 I d e m , K a b ir ,  V I, n o . 5 8 1 0 .

76 K a s h f  a l - a s ta r ,  IV , n o . 3 4 0 5 .

77 D a y la m i ,  F ir d a w s ,  I, n o . 1 2 9 6 ; S u y u t i ,  D u r r ,  II , 3 0 2  (o n  5 :7 8 ) .

78 S u y u t i ,  D u r r ,  V I ,  3 0 7  ( f ro m  Ib n  M a r d a w a y h i) .  S e e  a ls o  Q u r tu b i ,  T a d h k ir a ,  2 0 3 .
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C o n f i r m in g  V e r s io n s

S o m e  v e rs io n s  a b o u t th e  a b o v e  k in d s  o f  d is a p p ro v e d  p le a su re s  c o n ta in  

a d d itio n a l re m a rk s  a f f irm in g  th a t  th e  p u n it iv e  tra n s fo rm a tio n  in to  ap es  

a n d  p ig s  w ill  in d e e d  b e fa ll  M u s l im s . S u c h  e x p a n d e d  v e r s io n s  w e re  

n e e d e d  b e c a u se  th e  n o tio n  th a t su c h  a  b e a s tly  ty p e  o f  p u n ish m e n t, w h ich  

w as  o n c e  m e te d  o u t to  Je w s  a n d  C h ris tia n s , c o u ld  a lso  b e fa ll g o o d  o b e d i 

e n t M u s lim s — ju s t  fo r  n o t d r in k in g  th e  c o r re c t  b e v e ra g e  o r  w e a r in g  th e  

r ig h t c lo th — se e m e d  a b su rd  to  p e o p le  s til l c o n v in c e d  o f  th e  u n iq u e  v ir 

tu e s  o f  th e  M u slim s  as  G o d ’s c h o se n  c o m m u n ity .

T h u s , in a  v e rs io n  o f  th e  C o m p a n io n  A b u  H u ra y ra  th e  P ro p h e t d e 

c la re s  th a t a t th e  e n d  o f  d a y s  p e o p le  o f  h is  c o m m u n ity  w ill b e  m e ta m o r 

p h o se d  in to  a p e s  a n d  p ig s . S o m e o n e  a sk s  h im  w h e th e r  th is  w ill b e  th e  

fa te  o f  th o se  w h o  p ro fe s s  th e  sh a h a d a  an d  o b se rv e  th e  d u ty  o f  fa s tin g , 

an d  th e  P ro p h e t c o n f irm s  it. H e  th e n  g o e s  o n  to  e x p la in  th a t th is  w ill be  

th e ir  fa te , b e c a u se  o f  th e  p le a su re  th e y  u se d  to  ta k e  in  m u s ic  a n d  in  s lav e - 

g ir ls , a n d  b e c a u se  th e y  d ra n k  w in e . T h e y  w ill sp e n d  th e  n ig h t e n jo y in g  

th e se  th in g s , an d  w ill b e c o m e  ap es  a n d  p ig s  in  th e  m o rn in g .79

A  s im ila r  c o n f irm a tio n  w as  p ro v id e d  fo r  th e  tr ip le  c a la m ity . A  v e r 

s io n  o f  th e  M e c c a n  S u c c e s s o r  cA b d  a l-R a h m a n  ib n  S a b it (d . a h  118) 

c o n ta in s  a n  a d d itio n a l re m a rk  o f  th e  P ro p h e t to  th e  e f fe c t  th a t in d u lg e n c e  

in  th e  a b o v e  ac ts  w ill re su lt in  th e  tr ip le  c a la m ity , e v e n  if  th e  g u il ty  M u s 

lim s a d h e re  to  th e  sh a h a d a ,  th a t is, th e  in itia l te n e t o f  th e  Is lam ic  c re e d .80

T h e  s a m e  m e ssa g e  is c o n v e y e d  in  cA :>is h a ,s v e rs io n  o f  th e  d ia lo g u e  

a p p e n d e d  to  th e  a n n o u n c e m e n t a b o u t th e  tr ip le  c a la m ity . T h is  v e rs io n  

w as re c o rd e d  b y  a l-T irm id h i.81 T h e  P ro p h e t s tre s se s  th a t th e  c a la m ity  w ill 

n o t b e  p re v e n te d  e v e n  i f  th e  M u s lim s  h a v e  r ig h te o u s  in d iv id u a ls  (s a li- 

hu n ) a m o n g  th e m . T h is  m e a n s  th a t M u s lim  s in n e rs  w ill n o t e n jo y  m e rc y  

e m a n a tin g  fro m  th e  in te rc e ss io n  o f  th e  r ig h teo u s .

79 A b u  N u ca y m , H ily a ,  I I I ,  1 1 9 - 2 0 .  T h e  is n a d :  S u la y m a n  ib n  S a l im  <— H a s s a n  ib n  

A b i S in a n  (B a s r a n )  < -  A b u  H u r a y r a  <— P ro p h e t .

80 Ib n  A b i  S h a y b a ,  X V , n o . 1 9 3 9 1 ; N u ca y m  ib n  H a m m a d ,  3 7 5 ; D a n i ,  F ita n ,  H I, n o . 

3 3 9 .

81 T irm id h i /T n / j /a ,  V I , n o . 2 2 8 0  ( 3 1 :2 1 ) .  S e e  a ls o  D a n i ,  F ita n ,  I I I , n o . 3 4 1 .
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*  *  *

T h e re  a re  m a n y  m o re  tra d itio n s  w a rn in g  th e  M u s lim s  a g a in s t re p e a tin g  

th e  s in s  o f  o th e rs , b u t th e y  a re  n o t c a s t in  a n y  o f  th e  p a tte rn s  su rv e y e d  in 

th e  fo re g o in g  c h a p te rs . T h e y  p e r ta in  to  v a r io u s  r itu a l an d  c u ltu ra l a sp e c ts  

o f  th e  life  o f  th e  M u s lim s , su ch  as  th e  v e n e ra tio n  o f  th e  d e a d , th e  c o n 

s tru c tio n  o f  e x tra v a g a n t m o sq u e s , th e  u sa g e  o f  c e r ta in  ty p e s  o f  g a rm e n ts  

an d  sh o e s , a n d  so  o n . S o m e  o f  th e se  p h e n o m e n a  o f  a s s im ila t io n  h a v e  

a lre a d y  b e e n  d is c u s s e d  in  s c h o la r ly  w o rk s ,82 b u t a s  fa r  a s  th e  te x tu a l  

d y n a m ic s  b e tw e e n  th e  B ib le  a n d  th e  QurDan a re  c o n c e rn e d , it is h o p e d  

th a t th e  fe a tu re s  m o s t e s s e n tia l to  th e  s tu d y  o f  th e  e v o lv in g  Is la m ic  se lf-  

im ag e  h a v e  b e e n  d e m o n s tra te d  in  th is  b ook .

82 E s p e c ia l ly  K is te r ,  “ D o  n o t A s s im i la te  Y o u r s e l v e s . . . ” .
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T h e  f in d in g s  o f  th e  fo re g o in g  c h a p te r s  m a y  b e  s u m m a r is e d  a t th re e  

lev e ls : th e  C h ild re n  o f  Is rae l, th e  A ra b  b e lie v e rs , a n d  B ib le  an d  Q u r3an.

T h e  C h i ld r e n  o f  I s r a e l

T h e  tra d i t io n s  a b o u t th e  C h ild re n  o f  Is ra e l re v e a l te n s io n  b e tw e e n  tw o  

c o n tra s t in g  a sp e c ts  o f  th e ir  im ag e : r ig h te o u s n e ss  a n d  s in , th e  la t te r  e v i 

d e n t ly  b e in g  th e  p re d o m in a n t  o n e . T h e  r ig h te o u s  a s p e c t is  a p p a re n t 

m a in ly  in  tra d itio n s  e m p lo y in g  Je w ish  m e ss ia n ic  id e as , a n d  e sp e c ia lly  th e  

h o p e  fo r  a  re n e w e d  Is ra e lite  c o n q u e s t o f  th e  P ro m ise d  L a n d  (C h a p te r  1). 

In  th e ir  I s la m ic  p re s e n ta tio n , th e se  id e a s  a re  e m b e d d e d  in  a  c o m m o n  

J e w is h -A ra b  m e ss ia n ism , w h ic h  s e e m s  to  b e  th e  h is to r io g ra p h ic a l  o u t 

c o m e  o f  a n  a p o lo g e tic  n e e d  to  le g itim ise  th e  Is la m ic  c o n q u e s t o f  S y ria . 

T h is  e m e rg e s  in  tra d itio n s  th a t p re se n t th e  c o n q u e s t a s  a  re n e w e d  e x o d u s  

fu lf illin g  a  p re d e s tin e d  B ib lic a l s c h e m e  a im e d  a t p ro v id in g  th e  Je w s  w ith  

th e ir  d e l iv e ra n c e  th ro u g h  th e  A ra b s . S u c h  tra d i t io n s  w e re  d e s ig n e d  to  

fo rm  th e  re tro sp e c tiv e  m e m o ry  o f  th e  A ra b  c o n q u e s t o f  a l-S h a m  as  a n  a c t 

o f  Je w ish  d e liv e ra n c e  su p p o rte d  by  “J u d e o -M u s lim ” Is ra e li te s  lik e  K a cb 

a l-A h b a r. T h e  sam e  m e ss ia n ic  n o tio n s  w ere  a lso  a p p lie d  to  th e  e s c h a to lo 

g ic a l sp h e re  o f  th e  c la sh  w ith  th e  B y z a n tin e s , an d  an  a c tiv e  p a r t  w as  a s 

s ig n e d  h e re  to  th e  Is ra e lite  L o s t T rib e s , w h ic h  w e re  e x p e c te d  to  re tu rn  as  

v a l ia n t  w a rr io rs  h e lp in g  th e  A ra b s  to  c o n f ro n t th e  B y z a n tin e s  a n d  ta k e  

C o n s ta n tin o p le .

J e w ish  m e ss ia n ism  l i a s  a lso  b e e n  re ta in e d  in  tra d itio n s  e x te n d in g  to  

A ra b ia  th e  s ta tu s  o f  a  sa c re d  la n d , w h ic h  w as  d e s ig n e d  to  c o u n te rb a la n c e  

th e  s ta tu s  o f  a l-S h a m  as th e  P ro m ise d  L a n d  (C h a p te r  2). T h e se  tra d itio n s  

p re se n t th e  H ija z  as  a  d e s tin a tio n  fo r  Is ra e lite  p ilg r im a g e  a n d  as  th e  fo cu s  

o f  th e  re lig io u s  o r ie n ta tio n  o f  th e  Is ra e li te  L o s t T rib es .

T h e  s in fu l im a g e  o f  th e  Is ra e li te s , h o w e v e r , is m o re  p re v a le n t in  o u r  

so u rc e s ; th is  c o m e s  o u t in  tra d i tio n s  fo c u se d  m o re  o n  th e  h is to ry  o f  th e

233
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Is ra e lite s  th a n  on  th e ir  m e ss ia n ic  d re a m s . T h is  h is to ry  is m a rk e d  by  sin s 

th a t c a u se d  th e  p e o p le  o f  Is ra e l to  lo se  to  th e  A ra b s  th e ir  s ta tu s  o f  a  c h o 

sen  c o m m u n ity  (C h a p te rs  3 -5 ) .  T h e  s in s  a re  id o la try  (m a in ly  th e  w o rsh ip  

o f  th e  c a lf) , re b e llio n  an d  in n e r  d iv is io n . T h e se  b e c a m e  th e  c h ie f  m o d e l 

o f  e v il w h ic h  w as  re p e a te d  w ith in  Is la m ic  so c ie ty , th u s  m a k in g  th e  Is ra 

e lite s  a  sy m b o l o f  d e v ia tio n  fro m  th e  g o o d  s u n n a  o f  th e  P ro p h e t, an d  o f  

a s s im ila tio n  w ith  o th e rs  (C h ap te rs  6 -1 0 ) .

T h e  c o lle c tiv e  ro le  o f  th e  C h ild re n  o f  Is rae l as  re p re se n ta tiv e s  o f  ev il, 

w h ic h  m e a n s  th a t th e y  h a v e  v io la te d  th e  la w s  o f  th e ir  o w n  p ro p h e ts , is 

th e  c e n tra l ax is  o f  th e  le sso n  th a t th e  tra d itio n s  d ra w  fro m  w o rld  h is to ry . 

T h is  m e a n s  th a t G o i te in ’s o b s e rv a tio n  th a t  th e  M u s lim s  re g a rd e d  th e  

C h ild re n  o f  Is ra e l “ a s  th e i r  b ro th e r s ” 1— a p a r t  f ro m  b e in g  b a se d  on  a 

p o o r ly  e d i te d  te x t— is  s u p p o r te d  b y  n o t a  s in g le  s u b s ta n tia l  p ie c e  o f  

e v id e n c e . E q u a lly  u n ju s tif ie d  is h is  o b se rv a tio n  th a t “ th e  m o s t im p o rta n t 

a sp e c t o f  th e  im ag e  o f  th e  B a n u  Is ra  e l  in  M u s lim  li te ra tu re  is th e  p ie ty  

a ttr ib u te d  to  th e m .” 2 P ie ty  is o n ly  a ttr ib u te d  to  in d iv id u a l Is ra e lite s , w h ile  

Is ra e l a s  a  c o l le c t iv e  c o m m u n ity  is c o n s id e re d  s in fu l a n d  h a s  a lw a y s  

re m a in e d  so , a s  fa r  a s  Is la m ic  tra d itio n  is c o n c e rn e d . T h e ir  o n ly  re d e e m 

in g  fe a tu re  h a s  b e e n  th e  fa c t th a t th e y  h a d  p ro p h e ts  a n d  s c r ip tu re s , an d  

th a t a  m in o r ity  a m o n g  th e m  re m a in e d  fa ith fu l to  th e  w o rd  o f  G o d . O n ly  

th e  la tte r  g ro u p  b e c a m e  a  m o d e l o f  p ie ty , a n d  m a in ly  fo r S h icis.

T h e  A r a b s

T h e  tra d itio n s  s e le c te d  fo r  th e  p re s e n t s tu d y  e s ta b l is h  a  d ire c t  l in k  b e 

tw e e n  th e  Is ra e li te s  a n d  th e  A ra b  b e lie v e rs . T h e  c h a n g in g  n a tu re  o f  th e  

lin k  in d ica te s  s ta g e s  in th e  fo rm a tio n  o f  th e  Is la m ic  se lf- im ag e .

S in c e  th e  e a r l ie s t  s ta g e s  o f  th e  fo rm a tio n  o f  th e ir  h is to r ic a l p e rc e p 

t io n , th e  M u s lim s  saw  th e m se lv e s  as  G o d ’s n ew  c h o se n  c o m m u n ity ; b u t 

th e ir  lin k  to  G o d ’s p re v io u s  c h o s e n  c o m m u n it ie s , i.e . th e  Je w s  an d  th e  

C h ris tia n s , u n d e rw e n t so m e  s ig n if ic a n t c h a n g e s . T h e  in itia l e v e n t w h ich  

b ro u g h t A ra b  b e lie v e rs  in to  d ire c t c o n ta c t w ith  Je w s  a n d  C h ris tia n s  in th e  

c o n te x t o f  w o rld  h is to ry  w as  th e  c o n q u e s t o f  S y ria , th e  la n d  o f  th e  p ro p h 

e ts , th e  P ro m ise d  L a n d . T h e  lin k  b e tw e e n  A ra b s  a n d  o th e rs  a s  d e lin e a te d

1 A b o v e , 1 77 .

2 G o i te in ,  “B a n u  I s r a  'i l " ,  E l 2 ,1 ,  1 0 2 2 a .
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in  tra d itio n s  p e r ta in in g  to  th is  s ta g e  is o n e  o f  e q u a lity . A ra b s  a n d  Jew s  

a re  e q u a l m e m b e rs  in a  u n iv e rsa l c o m m u n ity  o f  b e lie v e rs  c h o se n  by  G o d  

to  fu lf il H is  p re d e s tin e d  m e ss ia n ic  p la n . T h is  p la n  is  p re o rd a in e d  to  be 

c a rr ie d  o u t th ro u g h  a  J e w is h -A ra b  a n ti-B y z a n tin e  c a m p a ig n  (C h a p te r  1). 

H o w e v e r , th e  u n iv e rsa l p e rc e p tio n  o f  fa ith  c o u ld  n o t la s t lo n g , a n d  p a r 

t ic u la r is t ic  fa c to rs  so o n  s ta r te d  su rfa c in g , e sp e c ia lly  th e  n e e d  to  p re se rv e  

th e  A ra b -H ija z i  o rig in  o f  Is lam . A t f irs t, th e  n o tio n  o f  an  Is ra e lite  m e ss i 

a n ic  lin k  m a rk in g  th e  r ise  o f  Is la m  w as  e x te n d e d  fro m  S y ria  to  A rab ia . 

T h is  e x p a n s io n  is d is c e rn ib le  in  tra d itio n s  a d d in g  a  H ija z i h u e  to  Je w ish  

Is la m ise d  m e ss ia n ism  w h ic h  w as  w o rk e d  in to  tra d itio n s  d e sc r ib in g  th e  

H ija z i s tag e  o f  th e  rise  o f  Is lam . T h e se  tra d itio n s  p e rta in  to  M u h a m m a d ’s 

p ro p h e tic  c a re e r  (C h a p te r  2). S o o n  e n o u g h , th e  a c tu a l lin k  b e tw e e n  Je w s  

a n d  A ra b s  a s  e s ta b l is h e d  in  th e  t r a d i t io n s  a b o u t M u h a m m a d ’s life  

c h a n g e d  fro m  e q u a lity  to  su p e rio r ity . M u h a m m a d ’s A ra b s  e m e rg e  in  th e  

tra d itio n s  as  th e  o n ly  m e m b e rs  in  th e  c h o se n  c o m m u n ity , w h ile  th e  Jew s, 

w ho  in  rea l life  w ere  tre a te d  as  a h l a l-d h im m a ,  h a v e  b e e n  e x c lu d e d  fro m  

it. T h e  tra d itio n s  b a se d  th e  r ig h t o f  th e  A ra b s  to  re p la c e  o th e rs  a s  G o d ’s 

o n ly  c h o se n  p eo p le  o n  th e ir  d e v o tio n  to  th e  m ilita ry  g o a ls  se t fo r  th e m  by 

th e ir  P ro p h e t, w h o se  p r im a ry  a im  w as to  c a p tu re  th e  M e c c a n  sa n c tu a ry  

(C h a p te rs  3 - 4 ) .  T h e  su p e rio r ity  o f  th e  A ra b s  w as  d e f in e d  n o t o n ly  in  th e  

m ili ta ry  H ija z i c o n te x t  b u t a ls o  in  th e  g lo b a l o n e , a n d  it b e c a m e  th e  

c e n tra l ax is  o f  w o rld  h is to ry , fro m  c re a tio n  to  re su rre c tio n  (C h a p te r  5).

O n  th e  o th e r  h a n d , sc h ism s  w ith in  I s la m ic  so c ie ty  c o n s id e ra b ly  d i 

m in ish e d  I s la m ic  s e lf -c o n f id e n c e  in  its  o w n  s ta tu s  as  a  c h o se n  c o m m u 

n ity , an d  v a r io u s  se c tio n s  o f  Is la m ic  so c ie ty  w ere  a c c u se d  o f  a s s im ila tio n  

w ith  o th e r  c o m m u n itie s  w h o  h a d  s in n e d  an d  lo s t th e  g race  o f  G o d . T h e se  

w ere  fa c t io n s  su c h  as  K h a w a rij  a n d  Q a d a r is ,  a s  w e ll a s  S h icis , w h o se  

ra n k s  in c lu d e d  J e w is h  a n d  C h r is t ia n  c o n v e r ts  to  Is la m . T h e  o r th o d o x  

c a m p a ig n  a g a in s t  th e m  re s u lte d  in  t ra d i t io n s  b a s in g  th e  lin k  b e tw e e n  

M u slim s  a n d  o th e rs  o n  th e  s im ila r i ty  in  th e ir  s in s  a s  w e ll as  in  th e ir  p u 

n ish m e n ts . T h e se  tra d itio n s  b e c a m e  th e  m a jo r  w e a p o n  w h ich  S u n n i Is lam  

e m p lo y e d  to  face  th e  d a n g e rs  o f  a s s im ila tio n , a n d  to  u rg e  th e  M u s lim s  to  

a d h e re  to  th e  g o o d  su n n a  o f  th e  P ro p h e t a n d  h is  C o m p a n io n s , w h ic h  

w o u ld  se c u re  fo r  th e m  a d is tin c tiv e  Is la m ic  id e n tity  (C h ap te rs  6 -1 0 ) .
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T h e  m a te r ia l e x a m in e d  in  th e  fo re g o in g  c h a p te rs  re v o lv e s  a ro u n d  tw o  

p a ra l le l  l i te ra ry  p iv o ts , th e  B ib le  ( in c lu d in g  T a lm u d ic  a n d  M id ra s h ic  

s o u rc e s )  a n d  th e  Q u r3an . E a c h  o f  th e m  h a s  a  tw o fo ld  ro le : to  su p p ly  

Is la m ic  t r a d i t io n  w ith  v o c a b u la ry  a n d  id e a s , a n d  th e m s e lv e s  to  b e  a 

th e m e  in  th e  trad itio n s .

T he B ib le

T h e  B ib le  an d  o th e r  J e w ish  so u rc e s  a re  n o tic e d  as  th e  o r ig in s  o f  v o c a b u 

la ry  a n d  id e as  m a in ly  in  th e  re a lm  o f  c o m m o n  A ra b -J e w is h  m e ss ia n ism  

(C h a p te r  1). M a in ly  n o tic e d  h e re  a re  th e  tra d itio n s  u s in g  B ib lic a l p ro p h e 

c ie s  a b o u t th e  a d v e n t o f  th e  S e rv a n t o f  G o d , th e  d e s tru c tio n  o f  th e  e n e 

m ie s  o f  J e ru sa le m , a n d  th e  re c o n s tru c tio n  o f  th e  T e m p le . T h e  p ro p h e c ie s  

p ro v id e  th e  b a s is  fo r  th e  n o tio n  th a t  th e  A ra b  c o n q u e s t  o f  th e  P ro m ise d  

L a n d  re p re se n ts  J e w ish  d e liv e ra n c e . F o r  th e  e sc h a to lo g ic a l  s ta g e  o f  th e  

c la sh  w ith  th e  B y z a n tin e s , J e w ish  so u rc e s  h a v e  p ro v id e d  th e  h o p e  fo r  th e  

re tu rn  o f  th e  e x ile d  tr ib e s  o f  Is ra e l, w h ic h  in  th e ir  I s la m ic  ro le  a s s is t  th e  

M u s lim s  to  ta k e  C o n s ta n t in o p le  in  a  re n e w e d  e x o d u s . T h e  m y th  o f  th e  

L o s t T r ib e s  th a t d w e ll b e h in d  th e  S a b b a tic  R iv e r  is p a r tic u la r ly  e sse n tia l 

in  th e  H ija z i sp h e re  (C h a p te r  2 ), w h e re  th e se  tr ib e s  a p p e a r  a s  b e lie v e rs  

fo llo w in g  M u h a m m a d  an d  a s  p ilg r im s  to  M ecca .

In  th e  re a lm  o f  m e ss ia n ism , th e  B ib le  is a lso  a  th e m e  o n  its  o w n  a n d  

se rv e s  to  p ro v id e  th e  d iv in e  a tte s ta tio n  to  th e  n o tio n  th a t th e  A ra b  c o n 

q u e s t  o f  S y r ia  r e p re s e n ts  a  d iv in e  s c h e m e . T h e  re le v a n t p a s s a g e s  a re  

a d d u c e d  fro m  th e  B ib le  b y  K a cb  a l-A h b ar.

T h e  p re v a le n c e  o f  th e  B ib le  in  th e  m e ss ia n ic  re a lm  in d ic a te s  a c o r re 

la t io n  b e tw e e n  re lia n c e  o n  J e w is h  m o d e ls  a n d  a c c e p ta n c e  o f  J e w s  as 

e q u a l p o te n tia l  m e m b e rs  in  th e  u n iv e rs a l  c o m m u n ity  o f  th e  b e lie v e rs . 

T h is  in d ic a te s  a v e ry  e a r ly  s ta g e  in  th e  e v o lu tio n  o f  th e  Is la m ic  se lf-  

im ag e , w h e n  th e  y o u n g  Is la m ic  c u ltu re  th a t s tro v e  fo r  le g itim a tio n  lo o k e d  

fo r  its  m o d e ls  in  th e  w e ll-e s ta b lish e d  m o n o th e is tic  c u ltu re  w ith  w h ic h  it 

w as  b ro u g h t in to  d ire c t c o n ta c t.

B ib le  a n d  Q u r ’a n
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U n lik e  th e  B ib le , w h ic h  o n ly  se rv es  a s  th e  o r ig in  o f  v o c a b u la ry  an d  id eas  

in  th e  m e ss ia n ic  sp h e re , th e  Q u r ’a n ic  im p a c t is n o tic e d  a lm o s t e v e ry 

w h e re , a n d  e s p e c ia lly  in  te x ts  b a se d  o n  a  p a r t ic u la r is t  p e rc e p tio n  o f  th e  

fa ith  an d  o n  th e  e x c lu s io n  o f  th e  I s ra e li te s  f ro m  th e  c h o se n  c o m m u n ity . 

T h e  p re v a le n c e  o f  th e  Q u r ’an  in  th e se  te x ts  in d ic a te s  a tte m p ts  a t d is s o 

c ia tio n  fro m  Je w ish  m o d e ls  a n d  a t e x c lu s iv e  re lia n c e  o n  a  g e n u in e  A rab  

o r ig in  o f  sa c re d  h is to ry . T h e  Q u r ’an  s e rv e s  h e re  a s  th e  so le  o r ig in  o f  

in fo rm a tio n  a b o u t th e  h is to ry  o f  Is ra e l, a n d  p ro v id e s  th e  m a jo r  th e m e s  o f  

I s ra e li te  s in , th u s  r e n d e r in g  th e  J e w s  in fe r io r  to  th e  A ra b  b e l ie v e rs  

(C h ap te rs  3 -5 ) .

T h e  Q u r ’an  a lso  re m a in s  th e  m a jo r  a x is  in tra d itio n s  in  w h ich  th e  su 

p e r io r i ty  o f  A ra b s  o v e r  Is ra e lite s  sh if ts  to  s im ila r i ty  u n itin g  th e m  all in  a  

c o m m o n  fa te  o f  s in  a n d  p u n is h m e n t (C h a p te rs  6 - 1 0 ) .  H e re  th e  Q u r ’an  

n o t o n ly  p ro v id e s  th e  v o c a b u la ry  a n d  id e a s , b u t a lso  fe a tu re s  as  a  th e m e  

o n  its o w n . I t  p la y s  th e  p iv o ta l ro le  in  sc h ism s  a n d  in n e r  d iv is io n s , an d  

s ig n a ls  th e re fo re  a s s im ila t io n  w ith  th e  C h ild re n  o f  Is ra e l, w h o  w e re  

p e rv a d e d  b y  s im ila r  c o n f lic ts  o v e r  th e ir  o w n  sc r ip tu re s . H en ce , a l th o u g h  

th e  Q u r ’an  w a s  s u p p o se d  to  e n s u re  fo r  th e  M u s lim s  th e ir  d is t in c tiv e  

id e n tity , it  e v e n tu a lly  b e c a m e  a  so u rc e  fo r  th e ir  a ss im ila tio n . P e rh a p s  th is  

c o u ld  n o t b e  h e lp e d , s in ce  fro m  th e  v e ry  o u ts e t th e  Q u r ’an  a n d  th e  B ib le  

h ad  so  m u c h  in  c o m m o n .

E p i lo g u e :  th e  C h r o n o lo g y  o f  th e  I s la m ic  S e l f - Im a g e

T h e  a b o v e  c h a p te rs  h a v e  b e e n  a rra n g e d  a c c o rd in g  to  th e  a s su m e d  c h ro 

n o lo g y  o f  th e  e v o lu tio n  o f  th e  Is la m ic  se lf- im a g e . H o w e v e r, th is  c h ro n o l 

og y  c a n n o t b e  su p p o rte d  by  th e  d a tin g  o f  th e  tra d itio n s  b e c a u se  a  re lia b le  

d a tin g  to o l d o e s  n o t seem  to  ex is t. V a rio u s  p r in c ip le s  fo r  d a tin g  tra d itio n s  

h av e  b e e n  su g g e s te d  b o th  b y  m e m b e rs  o f  th e  S c h a c h t sch o o l a n d  b y  th e ir  

o p p o n e n ts  a lik e , b u t th e  m u tu a l c r it ic ism  th e y  e x c h a n g e  w ith  o n e  a n o th e r  

sh o w s  c le a r ly  th a t a  re lia b le  to o l fo r  d a t in g  tra d itio n s  h a s  n o t y e t b e e n  

d e v e lo p e d , a n d  p ro b a b ly  n e v e r  w ill be. M o re o v e r , e v e n  if  su ch  a  to o l d id  

e x is t it w o u ld  s till b e  o f  li t t le  h e lp , b e c a u se  a  c h ro n o lo g y  o f  tra d itio n s  is 

n o t id e n tic a l w ith  a  c h ro n o lo g y  o f  id e a s  re f le c te d  in  tra d itio n s . S o m e 

tim es , e v e n  th e  e a r l ie s t p o ss ib le  id e a  m a y  o n ly  su rv iv e  in  a  re la tiv e ly  la te

T h e  Q u r°a n
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tra d itio n . T h e re fo re , w h e n  try in g  to  re c o n s tru c t  a  c h ro n o lo g y  o f  id eas  

re f le c te d  in  g iv e n  tra d itio n s , o n e  o u g h t to  re ly  o n  e x te rn a l c o n s id e ra tio n s  

th a t w ill m a k e  sen se . S u c h  c o n s id e ra tio n s  w e re  u se d  a s  a  g u id e  w h en  

s tru c tu rin g  th is  bo ok .

T h e  m a in  d e c is io n  ta k e n  w as  to  b eg in  w ith  tra d itio n s  e v in c in g  a  m a s 

s iv e  B ib lic a l p re se n c e . T h is  w as  d o n e  fo r  tw o  re a so n s . F irs t, it is  c o m 

m o n  k n o w le d g e  th a t Is lam  d e v e lo p e d  u n d e r  th e  in f lu e n c e  (an d  a c c o rd in g  

to  so m e — as a  ra m if ic a tio n )  o f  J u d a ism  a n d  C h ris tia n ity , a n d  th e re fo re  

tra d itio n s  b e a r in g  a  m a s s iv e  B ib lic a l im p a c t s h o u ld  b e  re g a rd e d  as  r e 

f le c tin g  e a r ly  s ta g e s  in  th is  d e v e lo p m e n t. S e c o n d , s ta r tin g  w ith  th e  tra d i 

t io n s  th a t a re  d o m in a te d  b y  th e  B ib le , a n d  h e n c e  p o s tp o n in g  th e  tra d itio n s  

b e a r in g  a n  e x c lu s iv e  Q u r3a n ic  im p a c t to  la te r  s e c tio n s  o f  th e  s tu d y , im 

p lie s  th a t  th e  Q u r3a n ic  im p a c t o n  Is la m ic  tra d itio n  is s e c o n d a ry  to  th e  

B ib lic a l o n e . T h is  h a s  a lre a d y  b een  o n e  o f  th e  c o n c lu s io n s  o f  m y  p re v i 

o u s  s tu d y  on  M u h a m m a d ’s b io g ra p h y ,3 a n d  it s e e m s  to  w o rk  h e re  as  

w e ll. In  th e  p re s e n t c o n te x t it m a y  p e rh a p s  b e  a d d e d  th a t it is u n lik e ly  

th a t th e  Q u r 3a n  h a d  a  s ig n if ic a n t im p a c t o n  th e  M u s lim s  a t th e  v e ry  

b e g in n in g  o f  th e ir  h is to ry , b e c a u se  Is lam ic  tra d itio n  its e lf  te lls  u s th a t th e  

p ro c e ss  b y  w h ic h  th is  s c r ip tu re  w as  c o l le c te d  a n d  c o d if ie d  w as  n o t a c 

c o m p lis h e d  u n ti l  th e  e a r ly  U m a y y a d  p e r io d . S in c e  th e  Q u r 3a n  c o u ld  

b e c o m e  a  l i te ra ry  m o d e l fo r  h is to r io g ra p h y  o n ly  w h e n  its  a v a i la b i l i ty  

in c re a se d  c o n s id e ra b ly , it is fe a s ib le  to  a s su m e  th a t J e w ish  an d  C h ris tia n  

m o d e ls  o f  sa c re d  h is to ry  p re c e d e d  th e  Q u r3a n ic  o n e s  in  Is la m ic  trad itio n .

T h e  tra d itio n s  th a t a re  u n d e r  e x c lu s iv e  Q u r3a n ic  d o m in a tio n  a re  d if 

f e re n t f ro m  th e  B ib lic a l o n e s  m a in ly  in  th a t th e y  c h a n g e  th e  Is ra e li te  

im a g e  fro m  r ig h te o u s n e s s  to  th a t  o f  s in . T h e se  tra d i tio n s  fa ll in to  tw o  

su b g ro u p s , o n e  th a t  tre a ts  th e  s in fu l Is ra e li te s  a s  in fe r io r  to  th e  A ra b s  

(C h a p te rs  3 - 5 )  a n d  a n o th e r  th a t  tre a ts  th e  A ra b s  as  a k in  to  th e  s in fu l 

I s ra e li te s  (C h a p te rs  6 - 1 0 ) .  T h e  fo rm e r  g ro u p  s e e m s  to  r e p re s e n t se lf-  

s a tis f a c tio n ,  in  fa c t , e u p h o r ic  p r id e  in  th e  h is to r ic a l  a c h ie v e m e n ts  o f  

Is la m  fo llo w in g  th e  sw e e p in g  c o n q u e s t o f  th e  a n c ie n t w o r ld , w h ile  th e  

la tte r  g ro u p  re f le c ts  d is il lu s io n m e n t a n d  fa ta lism  c a u s e d  b y  in n e r  c ris is . 

T h e  d e c is io n  h e re  to  d is c u s s  th e  tra d itio n s  th a t re f le c t  s e lf - s a tis fa c tio n

3 S e e  e s p e c i a l l y  th e  c a s e  o f  Q u r ’ a n ic  a n d  n o n - Q u r ’ a n ic  la y e r s  in  th e  s t o r y  o f  M u 

h a m m a d ’s  f i r s t  r e v e la t io n ,  a s  a n a ly s e d  in  R u b in ,  T h e  E y e  o f  th e  B e h o ld e r , 1 0 3 - 1 2 .
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b e fo re  th e  d is i l lu s io n e d  o n e s  is b a se d  o n  th e  a s su m p tio n  th a t e u p h o r ia  

u su a lly  p re c e d e s  d is i l lu s io n m e n t, as  w e ll a s  o n  th e  su p p o s itio n  th a t  it 

m u s t h av e  ta k e n  q u ite  a  w h ile  b e fo re  a re a c tio n  a g a in s t th e  c u ltu ra l in f lu 

e n c e s 'o f  o th e r  c o m m u n itie s  a ro se . S u ch  a  re a c tio n  w as c a u se d  by  th e  fe a r 

th a t th e  n o n -A ra b  in f lu e n c e  on  Is la m ic  so c ie ty  m ig h t e l im in a te  th e  sp e 

c ia l s ta tu s  o f  M u h a m m a d ’s u m m a  am o n g  th e  n a tio n s , an d  a t th is  s tag e  the  

p re s e rv a tio n  o f  a  d is tin c tiv e  Is la m ic  id e n tity  b e c a m e  th e  m o s t e s se n tia l 

n eed  in th e  e y e s  o f  th e  re lig io u s  le a d e rs  o f  Is la m ic  so c ie ty . T h e  re su lt w as  

th e  d is s e m in a tio n  o f  tra d i tio n s  a tta c k in g  g ro u p s  a m o n g  M u s lim s  w h o  

w ere  b la m e d  fo r  th e  a s s im ila tio n  o f  M u slim s  w ith  o th e rs , an d  s tr iv in g  to  

secu re  th e  v a lu e s  o f  su n n a  an d  j a m a ca.





E X C U R S U S  A  

T H E  M I C E  A N D  T H E  L I Z A R D S

In  C h a p te rs  1 a n d  2 , th e  trib e s  o f  Is rae l w ere  seen  in  m e ss ia n ic  tra d itio n s  

p re se n tin g  th e m  as  v a l ia n t  w a rr io rs  a n d  r ig h te o u s  b e lie v e rs , in  fa c t, as  

“Ju d e o -M u s lim s ” . In  th is  e x c u rsu s  tra c e s  o f  th e m  w ill be so u g h t in  o th e r  

f ie ld s  o f  I s la m ic  tra d itio n . S u c h  tra c e s  h a v e  su rv iv e d  in  th e  re a lm  o f  

d ie ta ry  la w , a n d  th e  im a g e  o f  th e  tr ib e s  is d if fe re n t h e re . T h e y  d o  n o t 

re tu rn  in  a  m e ss ia n ic  e v e n t o f  re d e m p tio n , b u t ra th e r  su rv iv e  as  m ic e  o r 

liz a rd s , h a v in g  b e e n  tu rn e d  in to  th e se  a n im a ls  b e c a u se  o f  G o d ’s w ra th , 

w h ic h  m e a n s  th a t th e y  a re  s in n e rs . A  su rv e y  o f  th e  tra d itio n s  a b o u t th e  

su rv iv a l o f  th e  Is ra e lite s  as m ice  a n d  liz a rd s  w ill d e m o n s tra te  th e  p re v a 

le n c e  o f  th e  J e w s ’ s in fu l im ag e  in th e  ey es  o f  the  M u slim s, an d  w ill a t  th e  

s a m e  tim e  u n v e il fu r th e r  a sp e c ts  o f  th e  li te ra ry  te n s io n  b e tw e e n  th e  B ib le  

a n d  th e  Q u rDan.

T h e  b as ic  n o tio n  o f  th e  re le v a n t tra d itio n s  is th a t m ice  an d  liza rd s  a re  

s u rv iv o rs  o f  th e  a n c ie n t C h ild re n  o f  I s ra e l ,  w h ic h  re n d e rs  th e ir  m e a t 

fo rb id d e n . T h e  le g a l a sp e c ts  o f  th e se  tra d itio n s  h av e  a lre a d y  b een  s tu d ie d  

by  M ic h a e l C o o k ,1 a n d  th e  fo llo w in g  d is c u s s io n  w ill c o n c e n tra te  o n  h o w  

th e  Is ra e lite s  a re  tre a te d  in  th e se  trad itio n s .

T h e  tr ib e s  o f  Is ra e l a re  re p re se n te d  in  th e  tra d itio n s  b y  tw o  d iffe re n t 

s e ts  o f  te rm s  d e s c r ib in g  th e m  an d  th e ir  fa te . In  o n e  se t, th e  “ B ib l ic a l” 

o n e , th e  te rm s  a re  th e  o r ig in a lly  H e b re w  w o rd s  s ib t  (a  “ tr ib e ” ) o r s ib ta n  

( “ tw o  tr ib e s ” ), a n d  th e ir  fa te  is d e s c r ib e d  b y  a  s e r ie s  o f  v e rb s  d e r iv e d  

fro m  th e  ro o ts  f .q .d . ,  d .l.l . a n d  h .l.k . A ll th re e  re v o lv e  a ro u n d  th e  n o tio n  

o f  g e ttin g  lo s t. T h is  se t w ill b e  re fe rre d  to  as  th e  “ B ib lic a l” o n e  b e c a u se  it 

c le a r ly  d ra w s  o n  th e  B ib l ic a l-T a lm u d ic  m y th  o f  th e  L o s t T r ib e s  th a t

1 M ic h a e l  C o o k ,  “ D ie ta r y  L a w ” , 2 1 7 - 7 7 .
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d w e ll b e y o n d  th e  S a b b a tic  R iv e r .2 In  th e  se c o n d  set, th e  te rm s  d e sc rib in g  

th e  Is ra e li te s  a re  c le a r ly  Q u r a n ic :  th e  tr ib e s  a re  d e p ic te d  as  a n  um m a , 

a n d  th e ir  fa te  is m a sk h ,  w h ic h  in th e  p re s e n t c o n te x t c le a r ly  d e n o te s  

m e ta m o rp h o s is .  S u c h  an  id e a  is Q u r3a n ic , b e c a u se  th e  Q u r 3an  sp e a k s  

a b o u t  I s ra e l i te s  b e in g  p u n is h e d  by  b e in g  t r a n s fo rm e d  in to  a n im a ls  

(C h a p te r  10).

It is n o te w o rth y  th a t th e  fo rm  s ih t— w h ic h  b e lo n g s  to  th e  v o c a b u la ry  

d e f in e d  as  B ib lic a l h e re — n e v e r  o c c u rs  in  th e  Q u r 3an , w h ile  th e  fo rm  

a s b a t,  w h en  e x p lic it ly  re fe r r in g  to  th e  tw e lv e  tr ib e s  o f  Is ra e l, is g lo sse d  

by th e  m o re  fa m ilia r  Q u r3an ic  te rm  u m a m  (7 :1 6 0 ). T h is  seem s  to  in d ica te  

th a t th e  s ig n if ic a n c e  o f  th e  Q u r 'a n ic  a s b a t  in  th e  se n se  o f  “ tr ib e s ” w as 

n e v e r  e n tire ly  c le a r  to  re a d e rs  o f  th e  Q u r ’an . In  fac t, th e  Q u r3a n ic  a sb a t  

w as  o c c a s io n a lly  ta k en  to  s ta n d  fo r an  in d iv id u a l p ro p e r  n a m e .3

In  w h a t fo llo w s , th e  in te rp la y  b e tw e e n  th e  B ib lic a l a n d  Q u r3an ic  se ts  

o f  te rm s w ill be d is c u s se d  f irs t, and  th e n  an  a tte m p t w ill be  m a d e  to  trac e  

th e  p ro c e ss  by  w h ic h  th e  tr ib e s  o f  Is ra e l b e c a m e  l in k e d  to  m ic e  an d  liz 

ards.

T h e  B ib l i c a l  a n d  Q u r 3a n ic  S e t s  o f  T e rm s

T he M o u se

T h e  B ib lic a l se t o f  te rm s  is re v e a le d  in  a  tra d itio n  a b o u t th e  m o u se , as  

re c o rd e d  by  A h m a d  ib n  H a n b a l.4 T h e  tra d itio n  is tra n sm itte d  by  th e  B a s 

ran  S u c c e s so r  M u h a m m a d  ib n  S irin  (d . a h  110), o n  th e  a u th o rity  o f  th e  

C o m p a n io n  A bu  H u ra y ra . T h e  P ro p h e t d e c la re s  th a t a  tr ib e  (s ib t)  o f  th e  

C h ild re n  o f  Is ra e l h a s  b e e n  lo s t (fu q id a ), a n d  th e n  g o e s  o n  to  sa y  th a t 

m ic e  o n ly  p a r ta k e  o f  th e  m ilk  o f  sh e e p  b u t a v o id  th e  m ilk  o f  c a m e ls  

(w h ic h  m e a n s  th a t th e y  o b se rv e  Je w ish  la w s). T h e  tra d itio n  im p lie s  th a t 

th e  m o u se  is a  su rv iv o r  o f  a  lo s t Is ra e lite  tribe .

T h e  sa m e  tra d itio n  is a lso  a v a ila b le  w ith  a  Q u r3a n ic  v o c a b u la ry  th a t 

re p la c e s  th e  B ib lic a l o n e . T h is  v e rs io n  is fo u n d  in  th e  h a d ith  c o m p ila tio n

2 A b o v e , 2 6 .

3 C f. P a re t ,  D e r  K o r a n :  K o m m e n ta r  u n d  K o n k o r d a n z ,  3 3 .

4 A h m a d , M u s n a d , I I , 2 8 9 .
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o f  cA b d  a l-R a z z a q ,5 a n d  h e re  th e  te rm  s ib t  a n d  th e  v e rb  f .q .d .  d o  n o t 

o c c u r ; it is s ta te d  in s te a d  th a t  th e  m o u s e  h a s  b e e n  m e ta m o rp h o s e d  

(m a m su kh a ).

M o re  v e rs io n s  o f  th e  s a m e  tra d itio n  g a in e d  a c c e ss  in to  c a n o n ic a l h a 

d ith  c o m p ila tio n s , an d  h e re  th e  tw o  se ts  a re  m ix e d . T h u s , in  th e  v e rs io n  

a p p e a r in g  in  a l-B u k h a r i  a n d  M u slim , th e  ro o t f .q .d .  is re ta in e d , b u t th e  

te rm  s ib t  h a s  b e e n  re p la c e d  by  th a t o f  u m m a . I t o p e n s  w ith  th e  s ta te m e n t 

th a t an  u m m a  o f  th e  C h ild re n  o f  Is ra e l h as  b een  lo s t, an d  th e n  fo llo w  th e  

d e ta ils  a b o u t th e  Je w ish  d ie t o f  th e  m o u se .6

T h e L iz a r d

S o m e  tr a d i t io n s  a b o u t  th e  liz a rd  (in  A ra b ic : d a b b )  a re  c le a r ly  o f  th e  

B ib lic a l ty p e  a n d  u se  th e  v o c a b u la ry  o f  th e  m y th  o f  th e  L o s t T rib es . O n e  

o f  th e m  is a  S y ria n  tra d itio n  in  w h ic h  th e  P ro p h e t is m a d e  to  say  th a t a  

tr ib e  (s ib t)  o f  th e  C h ild re n  o f  Is ra e l h a s  b e e n  lo s t  (h a la ka ), an d  th a t  h e  

fea rs  th a t th e  liz a rd s  m ig h t be th e m .7

A n o th e r  tra d i t io n  is B a s ra n , a n d  is q u o te d  fro m  th e  P ro p h e t by  th e  

C o m p a n io n  A b u  S a°id  a l-K h u d ri. It w as  re c o rd e d  by  cA b d  a l-R a z z a q  an d  

o th e rs , a n d  h e re  th e  P ro p h e t sa y s  th a t a  tr ib e  (s ib t)  o f  th e  C h ild re n  o f  

Is ra e l, w ith  w h o m  G o d  w as  a n g ry , h a s  b een  lo s t in  w a n d e rin g  (ta h a )  an d  

th e  liz a rd s  m a y  b e  th e  su rv iv o rs  o f  th a t tr ib e .8

5 cA b d  a l - R a z z a q ,  M u s a n n a f ,  IV , n o . 8 3 9 9 . T h e  t r a d i t io n  is  q u o te d  in  C o o k ,  “ D ie ta r y  

L a w ” , 2 2 5 . S e e  a l s o  C h .  P e l l a t ,  s .v .  “ M a s k h ” , E l 2 . A n d  s e e  M u s l im ,  V I I I ,  2 2 7  (5 3 ,  B a b  

f i  l - f a ’ r i  w a -a n n a h u  m is k h ) ;  A h m a d , M u s n a d ,  II , 2 7 9 ,  4 1 1 .

6 B u k h a r i ,  S a h ih ,  IV , 1 5 6  ( 5 9 :1 5 ) ;  M u s l im ,  V I I I ,  2 2 6  (5 3 ,  B a b  f i  l - f a 3r i  w a - a n n a h u  

m is k h ) .  S e e  a l s o  A h m a d ,  M u s n a d ,  II , 2 3 4 ,  4 9 7 ;  T a h a w i ,  M u s h k i l ,  IV , 2 7 7 ; D a m ir i ,  H a -  

y a w a n ,  II , 2 0 4 .

7 A h m a d ,  M u s n a d ,  IV , 2 2 7 ; M a j m a c a l - z a w a ’ id , IV , 4 0  ( A h m a d ) .  T h e  is n a d :  cA b d  

a l - H a m id  ib n  B a h r a m  a l - M a d a 3in i <— S h a h r  ib n  H a w s h a b  ( S y r ia n ,  d .  A H  1 0 0 ) <— cA b d  

a l- R a h m a n  ib n  G h a n m  ( S y r ia n ,  d . A H  7 8 )  <— P ro p h e t .

8 cA b d  a l - R a z z a q ,  M u s a n n a f ,  IV , n o . 8 6 7 9 ; Ib n  S a cd , I, 3 9 6 ; T a b a r i ,  T a h d h ib :  M u s 

n a d  cU m a r ,  I, 151 (n o .  2 3 0 ) ;  A h m a d ,  M u s n a d ,  I I I ,  4 1 ,  4 2 .  In  cA b d  a l - R a z z a q ’s  is n a d  

A b u  S a cid  is  q u o te d  b y  A b u  cIm r a n  a l - J a w n i  (B a s r a n ,  d . a h  1 2 8 ). In  a ll  o th e r  s o u r c e s  h e  

is  q u o te d  b y  B is h r  ib n  H a r b  A b u  cU m a r  [cA m r]  a l - N a d a b i  ( B a s r a n ) .
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T h e  in te rc h a n g e  b e tw e e n  th e  tw o  se ts  o f  te rm s  is re v e a le d  in o n e  m o re  

B a s ra n  t ra d i t io n  o f  th e  sa m e  A b u  S a cid , in  w h ic h  th is  C o m p a n io n  is 

q u o te d  b y  A b u  N a d ra  ( a l-M u n d h ir  ib n  M a lik , B a s ra n , d . A H  108). T h e  

tra d itio n  w as  d is s e m in a te d  fro m  A b u  N a d ra  b y  v a r io u s  a u th o ritie s , o n e  o f  

w h o m  w as  th e  B a s ra n  Q a ta d a . In  h is  v e rs io n , as re c o rd e d  by  A h m a d  ibn  

H a n b a l, th e  B ib lic a l s e t o f  te rm s  is  re ta in e d . T h e  P ro p h e t say s  th a t “ tw o  

tr ib e s ” o f  th e  C h ild re n  o f  Is ra e l h a v e  b e e n  lo s t  (d a lla  s ib ta n i m in  B a n i  

I s r a T l) ,  an d  h e  fea rs  th a t th e  liz a rd s  m ig h t b e  th e m .9

H o w e v e r , th e re  a re  tw o  m o re  v e rs io n s  o f  Q a ta d a  in  a l -T a b a r i’s T ah-  

d h ib  a l-a th a r ,  a n d  o n e  o f  th e m  u se s  th e  Q u r 3a n ic  v o c a b u la ry , n o t th e  

B ib lic a l o n e . H e re  th e  P ro p h e t sa y s  th a t th e  l iz a rd  m ig h t b e lo n g  to  an  

u m m a  th a t w as  tra n s fo rm e d  (m u s ik h a t) .x0 T h e  o th e r  v e rs io n  is m ix e d . In  

it, th e  P ro p h e t sa y s  th a t  an  u m m a  o f  th e  C h ild re n  o f  Is ra e l w a s  “ lo s t” 

(d a lla t)  in s te a d  o f  “ tra n s fo rm e d ” .11

T h e  v e r s io n s  u s in g  th e  Q u r 3a n ic  v o c a b u la ry  a re  e v id e n tly  m o re  

p re v a le n t th a n  th o se  o f  th e  B ib lic a l ty p e . T h e y  a lso  g a in e d  e n tra n c e  in to  

c a n o n ic a l  c o m p ila t io n s  o f  h a d ith . M u s lim  re c o rd e d  in  h is  S a h ih  tw o  

v e rs io n s  o f  th e  A b u  N a d ra  «- A b u  S a cid  tra d itio n , o n e  c irc u la te d  b y  th e  

B asran  D a w u d  ib n  A b i H in d  (d . A H  139) a n d  th e  o th e r  b y  th e  B a sra n  A bu  

cA q il a l-D a w ra q i (B a s h ir  ib n  cU q b a ) . In  th e  v e r s io n  o f  D a w u d ,12 th e  

P ro p h e t is c o n su lte d  a b o u t th e  liz a rd  a n d  sa y s  th a t a  g ro u p  (u m m a )  o f  th e  

C h ild re n  o f  Is ra e l w as  tra n s fo rm e d  (m u s ik h a t). In  Ib n  M a ja , th e  v e rs io n  

o f  D a w u d  o n ly  s p e a k s  o f  a n  u m m a  th a t w a s  tra n s fo rm e d  w ith o u t s p e c i 

fy in g  its  e x a c t a f f i l ia t io n .13

O th e r  v e rs io n s  o f  th e  A b u  N a d ra  <— A b u  S a cid  tra d itio n  a re  m ix e d  too . 

T h is  is th e  c a se  in  a n o th e r  v e rs io n  a lso  tra n s m itte d  b y  D a w u d  ib n  A b i 

H in d . It is r e c o rd e d  in  a l -T a b a r i ’s T a h d h ib  a l-a th a r  a n d  s ta te s  th a t  an

T h e  A b u  N a d ra  < -A b u  S a cid  T ra d itio n

9 A h m a d , M u s n a d ,  I I I , 4 6 .

10 T a b a r i ,  T a h d h ib :  M u s n a d  cU m a r ,  I, 151 (n o . 2 2 9 ) .

11 I b id . ,  I, 1 5 0 -5 1  (n o . 2 2 8 ) .

12 M u s l im ,  V I ,  7 0  (3 4 ,  B a b  ib d h a t  a l - d a b b ) .  S e e  a ls o  B a y h a q i ,  S u n a n ,  IX , 3 2 4 . A n d  

s e e  T a b a r i ,  T a h d h ib :  M u s n a d  cU m a r ,  I, 1 4 9 - 5 0 ,  1 5 2  (n o s .  2 2 6 , 2 3 2 ) ;  A h m a d ,  M u s n a d ,  

111,5 , 19 , 6 6 .

13 Ib n  M a ja ,  II , n o . 3 2 4 0  (2 8 :1 6 ) .  S e e  a l s o  T a b a r i ,  T a h d h ib :  M u s n a d  cU m a r ,  I, 18 2 

(n o .  2 9 7 ) .
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u m m a  o f  th e  C h ild re n  o f  Is ra e l h a s  b e e n  “ lo s t” (fu q id a t ) r a th e r  th a n  

“ tra n s fo rm e d ” .14

T h e  v e rs io n  o f  A b u  cA qIl o f  th e  A b u  N a d ra  <- A bu  S a cid  tra d itio n , as 

re c o rd e d  b y  M u s l im ,15 is a lso  m ix ed : th e  te rm  s ib t  e m e rg e s , b u t th e  ro o t 

m .s .k h  is a lso  u se d , in s te a d  o f  f .q .d .  T h e  P ro p h e t s ta te s  th a t  G o d  h a d  

c u rse d  ( l a ca n a ), o r  h a d  b e e n  a n g ry  w ith  (g h a d ib a ), a  tr ib e  (s ib t)  o f  th e  

C h ild re n  o f  Is ra e l, a n d  tra n s fo rm e d  its m e m b e rs  (fa -m a s a k h a h u m ) in to  

re p tile s , a n d  M u h a m m a d  th e re fo re  d id  n o t e a t liz a rd s  b e c a u se  th e y  m ig h t 

b e  th em . In  th e  v e rs io n  o f  th e  s a m e  A b u  cA q il a s  re c o rd e d  in  so m e  n o n - 

c a n o n ic a l c o m p ila t io n s ,16 “ tw o  tr ib e s ”  (s ib ta y n ) a re  m e n tio n e d , b u t th ey  

a re  ag a in  sa id  to  h av e  b een  “ m e ta m o rp h o se d ”  ra th e r  th a n  “ lo s t” .

O th e r  B a sra n  V ers io n s

T h e re  a re  fu r th e r  B a s ra n  v e rs io n s , o n e  o f  w h ic h  u se s  th e  Q u r3a n ic  v o 

c a b u la ry . It is o f  th e  B a sra n  C o m p a n io n  S a m u ra  ib n  J u n d a b  a l-F a z a ri (d. 

a h  5 8 ), a n d  in  it th e  P ro p h e t, w h ile  sp e a k in g  a b o u t th e  liz a rd , d e c la re s  

th a t an  Is ra e li te  u m m a  h as  b e e n  m e ta m o rp h o s e d .17 A n o th e r  v e rs io n , a 

m ix e d  o n e  re c o rd e d  b y  Ibn  M a ja , is o f  th e  C o m p a n io n  K h u z a y m a  ib n  

J a z D a l-S u la m i. T h e  P ro p h e t sa y s  th a t  an  u m m a  h a s  b e e n  lo s t ( fu q id a t) ,  

a n d  th e re fo re  he d o e s  n o t p a r ta k e  o f  th e  m e a t o f  l iz a rd s .18

K u fa n  V ers io n s

T h e re  a re  a lso  K u fa n  v e rs io n s  in  w h ic h  th e  liz a rd  e m e rg e s  as  an  Is rae lite . 

N o n e  o f  th e m  is p u re ly  B ib lica l; so m e  a re  Q u rDan ic  a n d  o th e rs  a re  m ix ed . 

A  Q u r°a n ic  v e rs io n  is th e  o n e  c o n ta in in g  a  s to ry  in  w h ic h  th e  M u s lim s

14 T a b a r i ,  T a h d h ib :  M u s n a d  cU m a r ,  I, 1 5 2  (n o . 2 3 1 ) .

15 M u s l im ,  V I ,  7 0  (3 4 ,  B a b  ib a h a t  a l - d a b b ) .  S e e  a l s o  A h m a d ,  M u s n a d ,  I I I ,  6 2 ;  T a -  

h a w i,  S h a r h  m a ca n i,  IV , 1 9 8 ; id e m , M u s h k i l ,  IV , 2 7 9 .

16 T a y a l i s i ,  M u s n a d ,  n o . 2 1 5 3 ; B a y h a q i ,  S u n a n ,  IX , 3 2 5 .

17 T a b a r i ,  T a h d h ib :  M u s n a d  cU m a r ,  I, 1 8 2 - 8 3  (n o s .  2 9 9 ,  3 0 0 ) .  T h e  is n a d :  cA b d  a l-  

M a l ik  ib n  c U m a y r  a l - Q u r a s h i  ( K u f a n ,  d . A H  1 3 6 ) <— H u s a y n  ib n  Q a b is a  a l - F a z a r i  ( K u 

f a n )  <— S a m u r a  ib n  J u n d a b  <—  P r o p h e t .  S e e  a l s o  A h m a d ,  M u s n a d ,  V , 1 9 , 2 1 ;  T a b a r a n i ,  

K a b ir ,  I I , n o .  1 8 7 7 ; V I I ,  n o s .  6 7 8 8 - 9 0 ;  T a h a w i ,  S h a r h  m a ca n i,  I V ,  1 9 7 - 9 8 ;  id e m ,  

M u s h k i l ,  IV , 2 7 9 . A n d  c f . K a s h f  a l - a s ta r ,  I I , n o .  1 2 1 6 : u m m a  m u s ik h a t .

18 Ib n  M a ja ,  I I , n o .  3 2 4 5  ( 2 8 :1 7 ) .  T h e  is n a d :  cA b d  a l - K a r im  ib n  A b i 1 -M u k h a r iq  

(B a s r a n ,  d . A H  1 2 7 ) <— H ib b a n  ib n  J a z 3 a l - S u la m i  <— K h u z a y m a  ib n  J a z 3 <— P ro p h e t .
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h u n t liz a rd s  d u rin g  th e  ra id  o f  T a b u k  an d  c o o k  th e m . T h e  P ro p h e t h ears  

a b o u t th is  a n d  a sk s  to  see  o n e  o f  th e  c o o k e d  liz a rd s , tu rn s  it o v e r  w ith  a 

s tick  a n d  says: “T h e  fo o t [o f  th e  liz a rd ] re se m b le s  a  h u m a n  h an d . G ro u p s  

(u m a m )  o f  th e  C h ild re n  o f  Is ra e l in c u rre d  th e  w ra th  [o f  G o d ], a n d  w ere  

th e re fo re  tra n s fo rm e d  (m u sik h a t) in to  re p ti le s  c ra w lin g  on  th e  e a r th ” . 19 In  

th is  tra d itio n , th e  liz a rd  is c o n s id e re d  o f  m e ta m o rp h ic  h u m a n  o rig in  b e 

c a u se  o f  th e  h u m a n  sh a p e  o f  its fo o t.20

A  la rg e  g ro u p  o f  tra d i tio n s  w as  tra n s m itte d  b y  th e  K u fa n  S u c c e s so r  

Z a y d  ib n  W a h b  a l-J u h a n i (d . a h  9 6 )  o n  th e  a u th o r i ty  o f  s e v e ra l C o m 

p a n io n s . S o m e  a re  s tr ic tly  Q u r3an ic  a n d  a p p e a r  in  th e  c a n o n ic a l c o m p ila 

tio n s . O n e  w a s  tr a n s m it te d  b y  Z a y d  o n  th e  a u th o r i ty  o f  th e  M e d in a n  

C o m p a n io n  T h a b i t  [b. Y a z id ]  ib n  W a d ica  (o r: W a d a ° a )  a l-A n s a r i .  It 

sp e a k s  o f  a n  u m m a  o f  th e  C h ild re n  o f  Is ra e l th a t h a s  b e e n  tra n s fo rm e d  

(m usikha t)', it w as  re c o rd e d  b y  Ibn  S a cd ,21 a n d  re a p p e a rs  in  n o  le ss  th a n  

th re e  c a n o n ic a l c o m p ila t io n s .22 In  so m e  v e rs io n s , th e  r e fe re n c e  to  th e  

C h ild ren  o f  Is rae l is a b se n t, an d  th e  u m m a  re m a in s  u n sp e c if ie d .23

In  a  m ix e d  v e rs io n  b e lo n g in g  to  th e  s a m e  g ro u p , th e  ro o t f .q .d .  r e a p 

p e a rs  to  d e s c r ib e  th e  fa te  o f  th e  u m m a . T h is  a c c o u n t is o n ly  re c o rd e d  in 

n o n -c a n o n ic a l so u rc e s .24

19 Ib n  A b i 1 -D u n y a , cU q u b a t ,  n o . 3 5 8 . T h e  is n a d :  J a r i r  ib n  cA b d  a l - H a m id  a l - D a b b i  

( K u f a n ,  d . a h  1 8 8 ) <— cA ta :l ib n  a l - S a ’ ib  ( K u f a n ,  d . A H  1 3 6 ) <— A b u  Z a b y a n  ( H u s a y n  

ib n  J u n d a b )  ( K u f a n ,  d . A H  8 9 )  <— P ro p h e t .

20 S e e  a l s o  J a h iz ,  H a y a w a n ,  V I , 7 7 ;  Ib n  cA b d  a l - B a r r ,  T a m h id , X V I I ,  6 5 - 6 6 ;  J ib r a i l  

S . J a b b u r ,  T h e  B e d o u in s  a n d  th e  D e s e r t :  A s p e c t s  o f  N o m a d i c  L i f e  in  th e  A r a b  E a s t ,  

t r a n s .  f r o m  th e  A ra b ic  a n d  e d .  L a w r e n c e  I. C o n r a d  (A lb a n y ,  1 9 9 5 ) , 1 47.

21 Ib n  S a cd , I, 3 9 5 - 9 6 .

22 A b u  D a w u d ,  I I , 3 1 8  ( 2 6 :2 7 ) ;  I b n  M a ja ,  I I , n o .  3 2 3 8  ( 2 8 :1 6 ) ;  N a s a ’ i, K u b r a ,  I I I , 

n o . 4 8 3 2  ( 3 8 :2 8 ) ;  IV , n o .  6 6 5 1  ( 6 1 :1 7 ) .  S e e  a l s o  T a b a r i ,  T a h d h ib :  M u s n a d  cU m a r ,  I, 

17 9 (n o . 2 9 1 ) ;  B u k h a r i ,  T d r ik h  k a b ir ,  II , 1 7 0 -7 1  (n o .  2 0 9 2 ) ;  A h m a d ,  M u s n a d ,  IV , 2 2 0 ; 

T a h a w i ,  S h a r h  m a cd n i ,  IV , 19 7 ; id e m , M u s h k i l ,  IV , 2 7 8 .

23 N a s a ’ i, K u b r a ,  I I I ,  n o s .  4 8 3 3 - 3 4  (3 8 :2 8 ) ;  IV , n o s .  6 6 4 9 - 5 0  ( 6 1 :1 7 ) .  S e e  a ls o  D a -  

r im i ,  II , n o . 2 0 1 6  (7 :8 ) ;  Ib n  S a cd , I, 3 9 5 ; T a b a r i ,  T a h d h ib :  M u s n a d  cU m a r ,  I, 1 7 9 - 1 8 0  

(n o s .  2 9 2 - 9 3 ) ;  B u k h a r i ,  T d r ik h  k a b ir ,  II , 171 (n o .  2 0 9 2 ) ;  A h m a d ,  M u s n a d ,  IV , 2 2 0 , V , 

3 9 0 ; Ib n  Q a n ic , S a h a b a ,  I, n o .  1 3 1 ; B a y h a q i ,  S u n a n ,  IX , 3 2 5 ;  T a h a w i ,  S h a r h  m a ca n i,  

IV , 1 98; id e m , M u s h k i l ,  IV , 2 7 8 .

24 T a h a w i ,  S h a r h  m a ca n i ,  IV , 1 9 8 ; id e m , M u s h k i l ,  IV , 2 7 9 .
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S e v e ra l v e rs io n s  w e re  c irc u la te d  b y  Z a y d  ib n  W a h b  o n  th e  a u th o rity  

o f  th e  C o m p a n io n  cA b d  a l-R a h m a n  ib n  H a sa n a  (b ro th e r  o f  S h u rah b il ibn  

H a sa n a ). T h e y  a ll a p p e a r  in  n o n -c a n o n ic a l c o m p ila tio n s . In  o n e  o f  th em , 

th e  P ro p h e t a v o id s  th e  m e a t o f  th e  liz a rd  b e c a u se  an  u m m a  o f  th e  C h il 

d re n  o f  Is ra e l h a s  b e e n  tra n s fo rm e d  (m u sik h a t),25 w h ile  in  a n o th e r  v e r 

s io n , m u sik h a t  is a g a in  re p la c e d  b y  fu q id a t : “ h a s  b e e n  lo s t” .26 In  o n e  

a c c o u n t, w e  f in d  th e  in c o n c lu s iv e  m ix e d  fo rm u la tio n : u m m a  fu q id a t  a w  

m u sik h a t  ( “a  g ro u p  th a t h as  b een  lo s t o r  tra n s fo rm e d ” ).27

Z a y d  ibn  W a h b  a lso  c irc u la te d  a  tra d itio n  o n  th e  a u th o rity  o f  H u d h a y 

fa  ib n  a l-Y a m a n , w h ic h  is o f  th e  Q u r3a n ic  ty p e . I t sp e a k s  o f  an  u m m a  th a t 

h as  b een  tra n s fo rm e d .28

H ija z i  V ers io n s

T h e re  is o n ly  o n e  v e rs io n  c o m in g  fro m  th e  H ijaz . It w as  c irc u la te d  o n  th e  

a u th o rity  o f  th e  M e d in a n  C o m p a n io n  J a b ir  ib n  0 A b d a lla h  an d  has b e e n  

re c o rd e d  b y  cA b d  a l-R a z z a q 29 an d  M u s lim .30 H ere  th e  P ro p h e t re fu ses  to  

e a t  a  liz a rd  o ffe re d  to  h im , s a y in g  th a t it m ig h t r e p re s e n t “ tra n s fo rm e d  

m e m b e rs  o f  th e  [o ld ] g e n e ra tio n s ” (m in  a l-q u ru n  a l la t i  m u s ik h a t) .  T h e  

Q u r3a n ic  e le m e n t in  th e  tra d itio n  is d is c e rn ib le  n o t o n ly  in  th e  id e a  o f  

m a sk h , b u t a lso  in  th e  te rm  q u ru n , by  w h ic h  th e  Q u rDan  so m e tim e s  re fe rs  

to  p a s t s in fu l g e n e ra tio n s  w h o  w ere  p u n ish e d  by  G o d  (e.g . 2 5 :3 8 ).

25 Ib n  H ib b a n ,  S a h i h ,  X I I ,  n o .  5 2 6 6 ;  B a y h a q i ,  S u n a n ,  IX , 3 2 5 ;  T a b a r i ,  T a h d h ib :  

M u s n a d  cU m a r ,  I, 18 5  (n o .  3 0 3 ) ;  A b u  Y a 'l a ,  I I ,  n o . 9 3 1 ;  K a s h f  a l - a s ta r ,  I I , n o .  1 2 1 7 ; 

T a h a w i ,  S h a r h  m a ca n i ,  IV , 1 9 7 ; id e m , M u s h k i l ,  IV , 2 7 8 ;  Ib n  cA b d  a l - B a r r ,  T a m h id ,  

X V II ,  6 5 .

26 W ith  f u q i d a t  in s te a d  o f  m u s ik h a t : T a b a r i ,  T a h d h ib :  M u s n a d  cU m a r ,  I, 1 8 0 - 8 1 ,  185 

(n o s .  2 9 4 ,  3 0 2 ) ;  A h m a d ,  M u s n a d ,  IV , 1 9 6 ; Ib n  H a z m , M u h a l la ,  V I I ,  4 3 1 ;  Ib n  cA b d  a l-  

B a r r ,  T a m h id ,  X V I I ,  6 5 ;  M a j m a c a l - z a w a 'id ,  IV , 3 9 - 4 0 .

27 A h m a d , M u s n a d ,  IV , 1 96 .

28 T a b a r i ,  T a h d h ib :  M u s n a d  cU m a r ,  I, 1 7 8  (n o . 2 9 0 ) ;  K a s h f  a l - a s ta r ,  I I , n o .  1 2 1 5 . C f . 

A h m a d , M u s n a d ,  V , 3 9 0 .

29 cA b d  a l- R a z z a q ,  M u s a n n a f ,  IV , n o . 8 6 8 0 .

30 M u s l im ,  V I , 7 0  (3 4 ,  B a b  ib a h a t  a l- d a b b ) .  T h e  is n a d :  A b u  1 -Z u b a y r  ( M u h a m m a d  

ib n  M u s l im  ib n  T a d r u s ,  M e c c a n ,  d . AH 1 2 6 ) <— J a b i r  ib n  'A b d a l l a h  <— P ro p h e t .  S e e  a ls o  

A h m a d ,  M u s n a d ,  I I I ,  3 2 3 , 3 8 0 ;  B a y h a q i ,  S u n a n ,  IX , 3 2 4 ; T a h a w i ,  S h a r h  m a ca n i,  IV , 

1 98 . A n d  s e e  T a b a r i ,  T a h d h ib :  M u s n a d  cU m a r ,  I, 181 (n o . 2 9 6 ) :  u m m a  m in a  l - u m a m .
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S u m m a ry

F ro m  th is  s u rv e y  o f  th e  v a r io u s  t ra d i t io n s  a b o u t th e  Is ra e li te  liz a rd , it 

b e c o m e s  c le a r  th a t th e re  a re  v e ry  fe w  s tr ic tly  B ib lic a l v e rs io n s , a n d  n o n e  

a p p e a rs  in  a  c a n o n ic a l h a d ith  c o m p ila tio n . In  th e  c a n o n ic a l c o m p ila tio n s , 

m o s t v e rs io n s  a re  e i th e r  s tr ic tly  Q u r ’a n ic  o r  m ix ed . In  m o s t o f  th e  m ix e d  

v e rs io n s , th e  I s ra e li te s  a re  d e s c r ib e d  by  th e ir  Q u r°a n ic  c o lle c tiv e  d e s ig 

n a t io n  {u m m a ), b u t th e ir  fa te  is  d e p ic te d  in  its  B ib l ic a l  d e s ig n a t io n  

(“ lo s t” ).

T h e  p re d o m in a n c e  o f  Q u r ’a n ic  e le m e n ts  in  o u r  tra d i tio n s  c o n f irm s  

th e  im p re s s io n  g a in e d  fro m  th e  p re v io u s  c h a p te rs , n a m e ly , th a t th e  Q u r 

’an  te n d s  to  re p la c e  th e  B ib le  as  a n  o r ig in  o f  v o c a b u la ry  an d  c o n c e p ts .

T h e  few  s tr ic tly  B ib lic a l v e rs io n s  a re  S y r ia n  a n d  B a s ra n , w h ile  th e  

o th e rs  a re  m o s tly  B a s ra n  a n d  K u fa n , a n d  a lso  H ija z i, th o u g h  ra re ly . T h is  

a c c o rd s  w ith  th e  b a s ic  a s s u m p tio n  m a d e  in  C h a p te r  1, in  w h ic h  th e  S y r 

ia n  sp h e re  fe a tu re s  as  th e  e a r l ie s t p ro v e n a n c e  o f  B ib lic a l n o tio n s  ta k e n  up 

in to  Is la m ic  tra d itio n , a n d  e sp e c ia lly  o f  th o se  c o n n e c te d  w ith  th e  tr ib e s  o f  

Israel.

I s r a e l i t e s  a n d  L iz a r d s

W h ile  th e  n o tio n  th a t th e  s in fu l Is ra e li te s  b e c a m e  a n im a ls  by  w a y  o f  p u 

n ish m e n t is Q u r ’an ic , th e  id e a  th a t Is ra e li te  s in n e rs  c o u ld  b e  tra n s fo rm e d  

in to  l iz a rd s  o r  m ic e  s ta n d s  in  c le a r  d is h a rm o n y  w ith  th e  Q u r ’an , w h e re  

th e  sp e c ie s  in to  w h ic h  J e w s  a n d  C h r is tia n s  w e re  c h a n g e d  a re  o n ly  ap es  

a n d  p ig s  (C h a p te r  10). T h e re fo re ,  th e  id e a  o f  liz a rd s  a n d  m ic e  re p re 

s e n tin g  Is ra e li te  s in n e rs  m u s t h a v e  re a c h e d  Is la m ic  h a d ith  v ia  a  n o n -Q u r-  

’an ic  c h a n n e l. T h is  id e a  se e m s  to  b e  A ra b ia n  b y  o rig in .

T h e  A ra b ia n  o r ig in  o f  th e  n o tio n  o f  th e  Is ra e li te  m e ta m o rp h ic  o r ig in  

o f  th e  liz a rd  is in d ic a te d  in  a  re p o r t re c o rd e d  b y  Ib n  Q u ta y b a  in  h is  K ita b  

a l- m a ca n i  a l-k a b ir .3i H e re  a  p o e t ic  v e rs e  is re c o rd e d  w h ic h  is  s a id  to  

h av e  b een  c o m p o se d  by  an  a  cra b i,  th a t is, a  B e d o u in , c o n c e rn in g  a  liz a rd  

w h ich  h e  h a s  h u n te d :

T h e  p e o p le  o f  th e  m a r k e t  s a y  w h e n  w e  c o m e :

“T h is  is  a n  I s r a e l i te ,  b y  th e  L o rd  o f  th e  H o u s e ” .

31 Ib n  Q u ta y b a ,  a l - M a ca n i  l - k a b ir ,  I I , 6 4 6 .
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y a q u lu  a h lu  l - s u q i  la m m a  j i :n a

h a d h a  w a - r a b b i  l - b a y t i  I s r a ’in a  (=  I s r a 3lla ) .

T h e  p e o p le  w h o  s w e a r  by  th e  “ L o rd  o f  th e  H o u se ” , w h ic h  is th e  K a cba , 

a re  m o s t p ro b a b ly  M e c c a n s  w h o  e x p re s s  th e ir  d is l ik e  o f  th e  l iz a rd  by  

s a y in g  th a t it is  a  m e ta m o rp h o se d  Is ra e lite . Ib n  Q u ta y b a  re c o rd s  in a s s o 

c ia tio n  w ith  th is  v e rse  a  w id e ly  c u rre n t e p iso d e  in w h ic h  a  c e r ta in  s c h o la r  

see s  a  m a n  e a tin g  l iz a rd ’s m e a t, a n d  sa y s  to  h im : “ Y ou  h a v e  ju s t  e a te n  an  

o ld  m a n  o f  th e  C h ild re n  o f  I s ra e l” , m e a n in g  th a t th e  I s ra e li te  w as  tra n s 

fo rm e d  (m u s ik h a ) .32

Ib n  Q u ta y b a ’s re p o r t is b a se d  o n  th e  v ie w  th a t in  p re - Is la m ic  A ra b ia  

th e  b e l ie f  in  th e  Is ra e li te  m e ta m o rp h ic  o r ig in  o f  so m e  d is ta s te fu l a n im a ls  

w a s  a lre a d y  p re v a le n t,  m a in ly  in  s e d e n ta ry  p la c e s  su c h  a s  M e c c a . In  

o th e r  w o rd s , Ib n  Q u ta y b a ’s re p o r t  in d ic a te s  th a t  id e a s  c o n c e rn in g  th e  

Is ra e li te  o r ig in  o f  b e a s ts  an d  re p ti le s  c o u ld  h a v e  a r ise n  fro m  a n ti-J e w ish  

fe e lin g s  in  p re - Is la m ic  A ra b ia .33 O n  th e  o th e r  h a n d , Is ra e li te s  w e re  n o t 

th e  o n ly  m e ta m o rp h ic  o r ig in  o f  liz a rd s , a n d  in  a  le s s  c u r re n t re p o r t th is  

s p e c ie s  is sa id  to  b e  a  m e ta m o rp h o se d  B e d o u in  w h o  u se d  to  k ill p a s s e n 

g e rs  o r  ro b  p ilg r im s .34

T h e  fo llo w in g  p ro c e ss  c a n  b e  im a g in e d  to  h a v e  ta k e n  p la c e  in  v ie w  o f  

th is  e v id e n c e . W h e n  th e  s in fu l im a g e  o f  th e  C h ild re n  o f  Is ra e l b e c a m e  

p re d o m in a n t,  th e  p o p u la r  p re - I s la m ic  v ie w  a b o u t th e  I s ra e li te  o r ig in  o f  

th e  liz a rd  w as  a p p lie d  to  th e  m y th  o f  th e  L o s t T rib e s . T h is  c o m b in a tio n  is 

re f le c te d  in  th e  a b o v e  tra d itio n s , w h ic h  sp e a k  a b o u t liz a rd s  b e in g  su rv i 

v o rs  o f  a n  Is ra e li te  s ib t  th a t b e c a m e  lo s t. S o o n  e n o u g h , th e  te x tu a l fo r 

m u la t io n  o f  th e  id e a  a c q u ire d  Q u r ’a n ic  a t t i r e ,  w h ic h  is  r e f le c te d  in  

tra d itio n s  in  w h ic h  th e  liz a rd  b e lo n g s  to  a  m e ta m o rp h o se d  um m a .

E v e n tu a lly , th e  sc o p e  o f  th e  Q u r 3a n ic  p u n it iv e  tra n s fo rm a tio n  c o u ld  

b e  e x p a n d e d  to  in c lu d e  n o t o n ly  a p e s  an d  p ig s , b u t a lso  liz a rd s , a s  w e ll as 

o th e r  sp e c ie s  n o t in c lu d e d  in  th e  Q u r3a n ic  o r ig in a l l is t  o f  m e ta m o rp h o se d  

c re a tu re s . T h e  e x p a n d e d  sc o p e  is d e m o n s tra te d  in  S h ici so u rc e s , w h e re

32 L o c .  c i t .  S e e  a l s o  J a h i z ,  H a y a w a n ,  V I , 7 7 ,  4 7 7 .  A n d  s e e  C h . P e l l a t ,  s .v .  “ M a s k h ” , 

E l 2 .

33 F o r  o th e r  k in d s  o f  b e a s t s  a s s o c ia te d  w ith  J e w s  s e e  J a h iz ,  H a y a w a n , V I , 4 7 6 - 7 7 .

34 Ib n  B a b u y a ,  K h is a l ,  4 9 3 - 9 4  (n o s .  1 - 2 ) ;  a l - S h a y k h  a l- M u f id ,  lk h t i s a s ,  1 3 7 - 3 8 .
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th e  th e m e  o f  m e ta m o rp h o s is  is d e a lt w ith  e x te n s iv e ly .35 A  tra d itio n  o f  th e  

e ig h th  im a m  A b u  1-H asan  a l-R id a  ( cA li ib n  M u sa , d . A H  2 0 3 ) d e sc r ib e s  

th e  Is ra e li te  m e ta m o rp h ic  o r ig in  o f  th e  liz a rd  a n d  th e  e e l a lo n g  s im ila r  

lin e s  to  th o se  o f  th e  a p e s  a n d  th e  p ig s . H e  say s  th a t a  g ro u p  (f i r q a ) o f  the  

C h ild re n  o f  Is ra e l d id  n o t b e lie v e  in  th e  m ira c le  o f  th e  T a b le  a n d  w as lo s t 

in  w a n d e rin g  (fa - ta h u ). S o m e  o f  th e m  fe ll in to  th e  se a  (b e c o m in g  e e ls ) , 

a n d  o th e rs  e n d e d  u p  o n  d ry  la n d  (b e c o m in g  l iz a rd s ) .36 In  o th e r  S h ici 

tra d itio n s  th e  liz a rd  is n o t m e n tio n e d , b u t th e  lis t  o f  sp e c ie s  in to  w h ic h  

th e  C h ild re n  o f  Is ra e l w e re  tra n s fo rm e d  is o th e rw ise  lo n g e r  a n d  c o n ta in s  

v a rio u s  k in d s  o f  f ish  ( in c lu d in g  th e  e e l)  a n d  re p ti le s .37

A s w ith  th e  a p e s  a n d  th e  p ig s , th e  e e l a n d  o th e r  ty p e s  o f  f ish  b e c a m e  

a m m u n itio n  in  S h ici a n t i-U m a y y a d  p ro p a g a n d a . A  S h i° I t ra d i t io n  sa y s  

th a t th e  M a rw a n id s  w ere  tra n s fo rm e d  in to  e e ls  a n d  so  o n , b e c a u se  th e y  

h a d  s h a v e d  th e ir  b e a rd s  a n d  tw is te d  th e ir  m o u s ta c h e s .38 T h e y  a re  h e re  

a c c u se d  o f  im ita tin g  th e  w a y s  o f  n o n -M u slim s , w h ic h  ag a in  d e m o n s tra te s  

th e  M u s lim s ’ fe a r  o f  a s s im ila tio n  w ith  o th e rs .

35 F o r  th e  id e a  o f  m e ta m o r p h o s i s  in  S h i ci I m a m i s o u r c e s  s e e  C o o k ,  “ D ie ta r y  L a w ” , 

2 2 3 . T o  th e  S h i ci s o u r c e s  m e n t io n e d  in  n n . 4 3 - 4 7  a d d  Ib n  B a b u y a ,  K h is a l , 4 9 3 - 9 4  (n o s .  

1 -2 ) ;  a l - S h a y k h  a l - M u f id ,  lk h t i s a s ,  1 3 7 - 3 8 ;  K u l in i ,  V I , 2 4 3 - 4 7  (n o s .  1 - 1 6 ) .

36 K u lin i ,  V I, 2 4 6  (n o .  14). C f . J a h iz ,  H a y a w a n ,  V I , 7 7 ;  C o o k ,  “ D ie ta r y  L a w ” , 2 4 1 .

37 K u lin i ,  I, 3 5 0 . C f . p s . - M a s cu d i, I th b a t ,  8 0 .

38 I b id . ,  3 4 6 .
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In  h is  ro le  a s  a  “Ju d e o -M u s lim ” , K a°b  a l-A h b a r  ap p e a rs  in  Is lam ic  tra d i 

tio n  as  p ro v id in g  I s la m ic  sa c re d  h is to ry  w ith  B ib lic a l fo u n d a tio n s  th a t 

ad d  to  its  m e ss ia n ic  g lo ry  (C h a p te r  1).

In  th e  fo llo w in g  lin e s , y e t a n o th e r  e x a m p le  o f  K a cb ’s ro le  as  p ro v id e r  

o f  B ib lic a l lin k s  d e s ig n e d  to  a n c h o r  th e  h is to ry  o f  th e  Is la m ic  u m m a  in a 

d iv in e  s c h e m e  w ill b e  a n a ly se d . T h is  tim e  th e  lin k s  d o  n o t p e r ta in  to  th e  

c o n q u e s ts  b u t r a th e r  to  th e  I s la m ic  s ta te . K a cb tu rn s  th e  c a l ip h s  in to  

le a d e rs  w h o se  e m e rg e n c e  ta k e s  p la c e  a c c o rd in g  to  a  p re d e s tin e d  B ib lic a l 

s c h e m e . H o w e v e r , th e  B ib lic a l l in k  is n o w  e s ta b l is h e d  n o t m e re ly  to  

g lo r ify  th e  c a lip h s , b u t a lso  an d  m a in ly  to  w a rn  th e  M u s lim s  o f  a n  im 

p e n d in g  c a la m ity . K a cb ’s a p o c a ly p se  w ill b e  e x a m in e d  b e lo w  to g e th e r  

w ith  o th e r  t ra d i t io n s  p re d ic tin g  th e  e m e rg e n c e  o f  th e  c a lip h s , a n d  th is  

a n a ly s is  w ill sh o w  y e t a n o th e r  in s ta n c e  o f  te n s io n  b e tw e e n  B ib le  a n d  

Q u r3an.

B ib le :  th e  I s h m a e l i t e  L in k

T h e  B ib lic a l lin k  o f  th e  Is la m ic  c a lip h s  c o m e s  o u t in an  a p o c a ly p se  re 

c o rd e d  in  K ita b  a l- fita n  o f  N u cay m  ib n H a m m a d , in w h ich  K a cb p re d ic ts  

the e m e rg e n c e  o f  tw e lv e  le a d e rs  am o n g  th e  M u slim s. T h e  a p o c a ly p se  has 

its o r ig in  in  H im s , a n d  its  e a r l ie s t v e rs io n s  w e re  c irc u la te d  b y  I s m a cil ib n  

cA y y a sh  (H im s i,  d . a h  181 ) o n  th e  a u th o r i ty  o f  “ tru s tw o r th y  m a s te rs ” 

w h o m  h e  d o e s  n o t m e n tio n  by  n am e. In  o n e  o f  th e se  v e rs io n s , K a cb u tte rs  

th e  a p o c a ly p se  in  re sp o n se  to  a  q u e s tio n  p o se d  to  h im  by  a  p e rso n  c a lle d  

Y a sh u 0 w h o  e ls e w h e re  is d e s c r ib e d  a s  a  C h r is t ia n  h e rm it (r a h ib ), w e ll 

v e rs e d  in  h o ly  s c r ip tu re s ,  w h o  a c q u i r e d  h is  k n o w le d g e  b e fo re  th e

251
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e m e rg e n c e  o f  th e  P ro p h e t.1 In  th e  p re se n t v e rs io n ,2 I s m a cil ib n  cA y y ash  

says:

O u r  t r u s tw o r th y  m a s te r s  h a v e  to ld  u s  th a t  Y a s h u c a s k e d  K a cb  w h a t  th e  n u m b e r  

w a s  o f  th e  “ k in g s ” (m u lu k ) th i s  c o m m u n i ty  ( u m m a )  w o u ld  h a v e ,  a n d  K a cb  s a id :

“ I h a v e  f o u n d  w r i t te n  in  th e  T o r a h  ( a l - ta w r a t ): ‘tw e lv e  r a b b i s  ( r a b b i ) ” '.

T h is  tra d itio n  o b v io u s ly  a llu d e s  to  G e n e s is  17 :20 , in  w h ich  G o d  p ro m ise s  

A b ra h a m  as  fo llo w s:

A s  f o r  I s h m a e l ,  I h a v e  h e a r d  th e e .  B e h o ld ,  I h a v e  b le s s e d  h im ,  a n d  w ill  m a k e  

h im  f r u i t f u l ,  a n d  w il l  m u l t ip ly  h im  e x c e e d in g ly .  T w e lv e  p r in c e s  ( n e s iDim )  s h a l l  

h e  b e g e t ,  a n d  I w ill  m a k e  h im  a  g r e a t  n a tio n .

T h is  p a s sa g e  in sp ire d  m a n y  Is la m ic  tra d itio n s  o f  a n n u n c ia tio n  in  w h ic h  

th e  c la u se  “ g re a t n a t io n ” (g o y  g a d o l)  w a s  in te rp re te d  a s  p re d ic tin g  th e  

e m e rg e n c e  o f  M u h a m m a d  as  n a b iy y  u m m i?  In  th e  p re se n t c o n te x t, h o w 

e v e r, a tte n tio n  is fo c u se d  o n  th e  tw e lv e  p re d ic te d  “ p r in c e s ” o f  Ish m ae l. In 

H eb rew  th e y  a re  c a lle d  n es i° im  (s in g , n a s i0), i.e. “ h e a d s” (o f  a  tr ib e , e tc .) . 

In  E n g lis h  t r a n s la tio n s  o f  th e  B ib le , th is  w o rd  is u s u a lly  re n d e re d  as 

“ p r in c e s” , a n d  in  th e  A ra b ic  te x t o f  K a cb ’s a p o c a ly p se  th e y  a re  ra b b i  (p i. 

ra b b a n iy y u n ),  i.e . “ r a b b is ” . T h is  s e e m s  to  r e f le c t  th e  fo rm  ra b reb in , 

w h ic h  is u s e d  in  th e  A ra m a ic  t r a n s la tio n  (O n k e lo s )  fo r  th e  H e b re w  

n esi° im . T h e  id e n tif ic a tio n  o f  I s h m a e l’s tw e lv e  p r in c e s  w ith  th e  le a d e rs  

o f  “ th is  c o m m u n ity ” in d ic a te s  th e  w e ll-k n o w n  n o tio n  th a t Ish m a e l is th e  

g e n e a lo g ic a l a n c e s to r  o f  th e  A rab s .

T h e  Is la m ic  ru le rs  w h o  a re  id e n tif ie d  b y  K a cb  w ith  th e  p r in c e s  o f  

Ish m a e l a re  c a lle d  “k in g s ” , w h ic h  se e m s  to  a c c o rd  w ith  th e  fa c t th a t Y a- 

sh u c, w h o  c a lls  th e m  so , is n o t a  M u slim . B e in g  a  n o n -M u s lim  h e  is n o t 

e x p e c te d  to  u se  th e  s tr ic tly  Is la m ic  te rm  kh a lifa ,  a  “ c a l ip h ” . F o r  a n o n -

1 N u ca y m  ib n  H a m m a d ,  6 5 , 1 1 3 ,4 2 4 .

2 Ib id . ,  5 3 .  T h e  is n a d :  A b u  1 -M u g h ir a  a l - H im s i  ( cA b d  a l - Q u d d u s  ib n  a l - H a j ja j  a l -  

K h a w la n i ,  d . AH 2 1 2 )  <— I s m a cil ib n  cA y y a s h  <— h is  m a s te r s  <— Y a s h u c <— K a ° b .

3 O n  G e n e s i s  1 7 :2 0  a n d  a l - n a b iy y  a l - u m m i  s e e  R u b in ,  T h e  E y e  o f  th e  B e h o ld e r ,  2 4 . 

O n  th e  r o le  o f  G e n e s i s  1 7 :2 0  in  I s l a m  s e e  a l s o  E ta n  K o h lb e r g ,  “ F r o m  I m a m iy y a  to  

I t h n a - cA s h a r i y y a ” , B u l l e t in  o f  th e  S c h o o l  o f  O r ie n ta l  a n d  A fr i c a n  S tu d i e s  3 9  (1 9 7 6 ) ,  

5 2 7 .
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M u slim , a n y  Is la m ic  ru le r  w h o  is n o t a  p ro p h e t is a  “ k in g ” , a n d  th is  is 

a lso  h o w  ru le rs  a re  u su a lly  re fe rre d  to  in  a p o c a ly p tic  te x ts  s in c e  th e  B o o k  

o f  D a n ie l .4 H o w e v e r , a s  w ill b e  s e e n  b e lo w , th e  t i t le  “ k in g s ” h a s  n o t 

a lw a y s  re m a in e d  n e u tra l,  la te r  a c q u ir in g  a  d e ro g a to ry  m e a n in g . In  th e  

p re se n t v e rs io n , h o w e v e r , th e  w o rd  “ k in g s ” is s till d e v o id  o f  su ch  u n f la t 

te rin g  c o n n o ta tio n s .

K a cb ’s a p o c a ly p s e  b e tra y s  m u c h  p e s s im ism , in  fac t, fa ta lism . T h is  is 

c o n v e y e d  b y  th e  n u m b e r  12, w h ic h  is th e  c e n tra l ax is  o f  th e  tra d itio n . 

T w e lv e  is th e  to ta l n u m b e r  o f  th e  p re d ic te d  ru le rs , w h ich  m e a n s  th a t th e re  

w ill o n ly  b e  tw e lv e  c a lip h s . In  o th e r  w o rd s , th e  tw e lfth  le a d e r  w ill m a rk  

th e  e n d  o f  th e  Is la m ic  u m m a , in  fac t, th e  a p o c a ly p tic  e n d  o f  th e  w o rld .

T h is  e n a b le s  u s to  d e te rm in e  th e  la te s t p o ss ib le  d a te  in  w h ic h  th e  tr a 

d it io n  c o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  p u t in to  c irc u la tio n . I t c e r ta in ly  c o u ld  n o t h a v e  

c o m e  in to  e x is te n c e  w h e n  it w as  a lre a d y  c le a r  th a t Is la m ic  ru le  h a d  e n 

d u re d  lo n g  e n o u g h  to  p ro d u c e  m o re  th a n  tw e lv e  c a lip h s . T h e  tra d itio n , 

th e re fo re , c o u ld  h a v e  c o m e  in to  e x is te n c e  d u r in g  th e  li fe t im e  o f  th e  

tw e lfth  c a lip h  a t th e  la tes t.

T h e  id e n tity  o f  th e  tw e lfth  M u slim  c a lip h  is no  m y s te ry . H e  is °U m ar 

II. H is  re ig n  w a s  in d e e d  m a rk e d  b y  a n  in c re a s e d  a p o c a ly p tic  m o o d  

s tem m in g  fro m  th e  fa c t th a t it c o in c id e d  w ith  th e  y e a r  a h  100.5 T h is  d a te , 

w h ich  m a rk e d  th e  e n d  o f  th e  f irs t Is la m ic  e ra , p re c ip ita te d  an  a p o c a ly p tic  

m o o d  in d ic a te d  in  m a n y  te x ts  p re d ic tin g  th e  e n d  o f  th e  w o rld  ( th e  H o u r) 

a t th e  tu rn  o f  th e  se c o n d  c e n tu ry .6 T h e  a p o c a ly p tic  fea rs  w ere  m ix e d  w ith  

m e ss ia n ic  e x p e c ta tio n s  in d ic a te d  b y  th e  fa c t th a t cU m a r II w a s  re g a rd e d  

a s  a  m a h d i,  i.e . th e  lo n g  a w a ite d  re d e e m e r, as  so  to o  w as h is  p re d e c e sso r , 

S u la y m a n .7 M o re o v e r , a c tu a l e v e n ts  w h ic h  sh a tte re d  Is la m ic  so c ie ty  an d

4 E .g . D a n ie l  7 :1 7 ,  2 4 .

5 F o r  th e  c o in c id e n c e  o f  th e  r e ig n  o f  c U m a r  II  w ith  th e  tu r n  o f  th e  s e c o n d  c e n tu r y  c f . 

C r o n e  a n d  H in d s ,  G o d 's  C a lip h ,  1 1 4 ; V a n  E s s ,  T h e o lo g ie  u n d  G e s e l l s c h a f t ,  I , 7 . 

N u m b e r e d  ta b l e s  o f  th e  U m a y y a d  a n d  cA b b a s id  c a l ip h s  w i th  d a te s  o f  a c c e s s io n  m a y  b e  

fo u n d  in  K e n n e d y ,  T h e  P r o p h e t  a n d  th e  A g e  o f  th e  C a l ip h a te s ,  4 0 3 ^ 0 4 .

6 F o r  th e  r i s e  in  a p o c a ly p t i c  e x p e c t a t io n s  to w a r d s  th e  tu r n  o f  th e  s e c o n d  c e n tu r y  s e e  

S u l im a n  B a s h e a r ,  “ M u s l im  A p o c a ly p s e s  a n d  th e  H o u r :  a  C a s e - S t u d y  in  T r a d i t io n a l  

R e in te r p r c ta t io n ” , I s r a e l  O r ie n ta l  S tu d ie s  13 (1 9 9 3 ) ,  9 0 - 9 2 .

7 W il f e r d  M a d e lu n g ,  s .v .  “ M a h d i” , E l 2 , V , 2 3 1 ;  C r o n e  a n d  H in d s ,  G o d 's  C a lip h ,
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w e ak en ed  A ra b  s e lf-c o n fid e n c e  to o k  p la c e  d u rin g  th a t s a m e  p e rio d ; th e re  

w as  a  g ro w in g  s e n se  o f  im p e n d in g  e c o n o m ic  a n d  s o c ia l c r is is  w h ich  

cU m a r II tr ie d  to  d e a l w ith  th ro u g h  a  p o lic y  o f  c o n c e ss io n s  to w a rd s  no n - 

A rab  M u s lim s  (m a w a li) a n d  S h icis. T h e  m e m o ry  o f  th e  re c e n t a b o rtiv e  

s ieg e  o f  C o n s ta n tin o p le  ( a h  9 7 —9 8 /7 1 5 —16 )8 m u s t h a v e  c o n trib u te d  to  th e  

a p o c a ly p tic  d e sp a ir . In  su m , th e  fe e lin g  w as  th a t th e  fin a l f i ta n  a n d  th e  

H o u r w e re  n e a r  a t h a n d , an d  th e  s itu a tio n  w as  th e re fo re  r ip e  to  re a d  th is  

m e n a c e  b a c k  in to  th e  B ib l ic a l  p ro p h e c y  s ta t in g  th a t  I sh m a e l, i.e . th e  

A ra b s , w o u ld  o n ly  h a v e  tw e lv e  “ p r in c e s ” . T h e  tw e lf th  “ p r in c e ” tu rn e d  

o u t to  b e  n o n e  o th e r  th a n  cU m a r II.

T h e  a p o c a ly p s e  is a v a i la b le  in  fu r th e r  S y ria n  v e rs io n s  a t tr ib u te d  to  

p e rso n s  o th e r  th a n  K a cb, a n d  th e se  c o n f irm  its  p e s s im is t ic  m e ssa g e . In  

o n e  o f  th e m , th e  p ro p h e t M u h a m m a d  a p p e a rs  as th e  f irs t  in  th e  p re d ic te d  

lin e  o f  tw e lv e  Is la m ic  le a d e rs . In  th is  v e rs io n , th e  s e c u la r  title  “ k in g s ” is 

n o t u sed , o n ly  “ ra b b is ” , w h ic h  m a k e s  it p o s s ib le  fo r  th e  P ro p h e t to  jo in  

th e  g ro u p . T h e  a d d itio n  o f  th e  P ro p h e t c o rre sp o n d s  to  th e  fac t th a t G e n e 

sis  17:20 w as  p e rc e iv e d  as  c o n ta in in g  a  p ro p h e c y  a b o u t th e  e m e rg e n c e  o f  

M u h a m m a d  (se e  a b o v e ) . T h e  a p o c a ly p tic  s ta te m e n t is th is  tim e  m a d e  by  

a  (C h r is t ia n ? )  p e rs o n  n a m e d  S ir j a l-Y a rm u k i, w h o  sa y s  th a t h e  fo u n d  

w ritte n  in  th e  T o ra h  th a t th is  c o m m u n ity  w o u ld  h a v e  tw e lv e  “ ra b b is ” , 

o n e  o f  w h o m  w o u ld  be th e ir  p ro p h e t, a n d  w h e n  th a t n u m b e r is c o m p le te d  

th e y  w ill o p p re s s  o n e  a n o th e r ,  b e h a v e  u n ju s tly  a n d  w a g e  w a r  o n  e a c h  

o th e r  ( ta g h a w  w a -b a g h a w  w a -w a q a ca  b a ’s u h u m  b a y n a h u m ).9 T h e  c iv il 

w ars  a re  e x p lic it ly  m e n tio n e d  h e re  as  im m e d ia te ly  fo llo w in g  th e  tw e lfth  

lead er. T h e  id e n tity  o f  th e  la s t ru le r  is n o  lo n g e r  c le a r  s in ce  th e  P ro p h e t 

h a s  b e e n  in c lu d e d  in  th e  g ro u p ; h e  m a y  s til l  b e  cU m a r  II, p ro v id e d  th a t 

a n o th e r  ru le r  is e x c lu d e d  fro m  th e  tw e lv e .

1 0 3 , 1 1 4 . O n  'U m a r  II a s  m a h d i  a n d  a s  f i f th  to  th e  f o u r  r a s h id u n  s e e  a l s o  D a n i ,  F ita n ,  

V , n o . 5 8 7 ;  Ib n  'A b d  a l - B a r r ,  J a m i c h a y a n  a l - cilm , I I , 1 8 5 ; L a l i k a ' i ,  IV , n o s .  2 6 6 2 ,  

2 6 6 4 - 6 9 .

8 F o r  w h ic h  s e e  J .H . M o r d tm a n n ,  s .v . “ K u s ta n t in iy y a ” , E / 2 , V , 5 3 3 .

9 N u 'a y m  ib n  H a m m a d ,  5 3 . S e e  a l s o  Ib n  'A s a k i r  (M u k h ta s a r ) , IX , 2 1 4 .
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T h e  P r in c e s  o f  M o s e s

T h e re  a re  y e t o th e r  v e rs io n s  in  w h ic h  th e  B ib lic a l l in k  o f  th e  Is la m ic  

ru le rs  h as  b e e n  re ta in e d , b u t th e se  w ill b e  d is c u s s e d  la te r  on . A  v e rs io n  

re p la c in g  th e  B ib lic a l l in k  w ith  a  Q u r ’an ic  o n e  m u s t f ir s t  b e  d isc u sse d , 

th u s  a g a in  d e m o n s tra tin g  th e  li te ra ry  te n s io n  b e tw e e n  th e  B ib le  a n d  th e  

Q u r3an. W ith  it w e  m o v e  fro m  S y ria  to  Iraq . T h is  is a  K u fa n  v e rs io n  o f  

th e  C o m p a n io n  c A b d a lla h  ib n  M a s cud  b e a r in g  th e  i s n a d : M u ja lid  ib n  

S a cid  <- a l-S h a cbi ( cA m ir  ib n  S h a ra h il, d. a h  103) <- M asru q  ib n  a l-A jd a c 

(d. AH 6 3 ) <- c A b d a lla h  ib n  M a scu d  <- P ro p h e t. A  c o n c ise  v e rs io n  o f  the  

tra d itio n  w as  re c o rd e d  b y  N u ca y m  ib n  H a m m a d ,10 an d  th e  fu ll te x t is 

a v a ila b le  in  o th e r  s o u rc e s .11 A  g ro u p  o f  C o m p a n io n s  is a s s e m b le d  in  

K u fa  a t th e  h o u se  o f  c A b d a lla h  ib n  M a s cu d , w h o  re a d s  th e  Q u r 3an  to  

th e m , u p o n  w h ic h  o n e  o f  th e  C o m p a n io n s  a sk s  h im : “ H a v e  y o u  e v e r  

a sk e d  th e  P ro p h e t h o w  m a n y  c a lip h s  (k h a lifa ) w ill ru le  (y a m lik u )T ’ Ibn  

M a scud  c o n f irm s  th a t h e  d id  a sk  th e  P ro p h e t th is  q u e s tio n  an d  th a t M u 

h a m m a d ’s a n sw e r  w as as  fo llo w s : “ T w e lv e , a s  w as  th e  n u m b e r  o f  the  nu- 

q a b d r> o f  M o se s .” M u h a m m a d ’s rep ly  a llu d e s  to  S u ra t a l -M a 3id a  (5): 12, 

w h ich  reads:

G o d  to o k  c o m p a c t  w i th  th e  C h i ld r e n  o f  I s r a e l ;  a n d  W e  r a i s e d  u p  f r o m  th e m

tw e lv e  c h ie f ta in s  ( n u q a b a 3).

T h e  Q u r3a n  m o s t p ro b a b ly  re fe rs  h e re  to  th e  B ib lic a l tw e lv e  le a d e rs  o f  

th e  tr ib e s  o f  th e  C h ild re n  o f  Is rae l. In  th e  B ib le 12 th e y  a re  a g a in  n e s i lm ,  

b u t th e  Q u r Dan  h a s  tu rn e d  th e m  in to  n u q a b a 3. P o s t-Q u r3a n ic  so u rc e s  

a p p lie d  th e ir  m o d e l to  M u s lim s  to  w h o m  th e  a u th o r i ty  o f  th e  P ro p h e t 

M u h a m m a d  w as  d e le g a te d . T h is  m o d e l is u se d  a lre a d y  in  Ib n  I s h a q ’s 

b io g ra p h y  o f  th e  P ro p h e t, w h e re  th e  ti tle  n u q a b a 3 d e s ig n a te s  th e  tw e lv e  

le a d e rs  o f  th e  A n sa r  a p p o in te d  by  M u h a m m a d  d u rin g  th e  cA q a b a  m e e t 

10 N u ca y m  ib n  H a m m a d ,  5 2 .

11 A b u  Y a H a , V I I I ,  n o . 5 0 3 1 ;  IX , n o s .  5 3 2 2 - 2 3 ;  A h m a d ,  M u s n a d ,  I, 3 9 8 ,  4 0 6 ;  K a s h f  

a l- a s ta r ,  II , n o . 1 5 8 6 ; M a j m a c a l- z a w a U d ,  V , 19 3 ; Ib n  H a ja r ,  M a ta l ib ,  II , n o s .  2 0 4 0 - 4 1 ;  

Ib n  K a th i r ,  B id a y a ,  V I ,  2 4 8 ;  K a n z ,  V I ,  n o . 1 4 9 7 1 ; Ib n  K a th i r ,  T a fs ir ,  I I , 3 2 ;  S u y u t i ,  

D u r r ,  I I , 2 6 7 .

12 N u m b e r s  7 :2 .  C f . P a re t ,  D e r  K o r a n :  K o m m e n ta r  u n d  K o n k o r d a n z ,  117.



256 T h e  T w e lv e  P r in c es

in g s .13 T h e  la t te r  a re  a lso  c o m p a re d  to  th e  tw e lv e  a p o s tle s  (h a w a r iy y u n ) 

o f  J e s u s .14

T h e  tra d itio n  o f  cA b d a lla h  ib n  M a s cu d  a p p lie s  th e  Q u r3an ic  m o d e l o f  

M o se s ’ tw e lv e  n u q a b a 0 to  th e  tw e lv e  le a d e rs  o f  o u r  a p o c a ly p se , a n d  th u s  

th e  Q u r°a n ic  m o d e l o f  M o se s  h a s  r e p la c e d  th e  B ib lic a l o n e  o f  Ish m a e l. 

T h e  p re d ic tio n  o f  th e  e m e rg e n c e  o f  th e  tw e lv e  I s la m ic  le a d e rs  is n o w  

a ttr ib u te d  to  th e  P ro p h e t h im se lf , w h o  h a s  re p la c e d  K a cb. T h e  v e rs io n s  

u s in g  th e  Q u r3a n ic  m o d e l o f  th e  n u q a b a 0 g a in e d  a  w id e r  c irc u la tio n  th an  

d id  th e  v e rs io n s  e m p lo y in g  th e  n o n -Q u r3a n ic  m o d e l o f  th e  p r in c e s  o f  Ish 

m ae l. T h e  Iraq i p ro v e n a n c e  o f  the  tra d itio n  e m p lo y in g  th e  m o d e l o f  M o 

ses  in d ic a te s  a  re je c tio n  o f  s tr ic tly  B ib lic a l m o d e ls  o r ig in a tin g  in  S y ria . 

H o w e v e r , th e  b a s ic  m e ssa g e  o f  th e  lin k  b e tw e e n  th e  c a l ip h s  a n d  th e  

tw e lv e  p r in c e s  o f  M o se s  is n o t d if fe re n t f ro m  th a t b e tw e e n  th e m  a n d  th e  

tw e lv e  p r in c e s  o f  Ish m ae l. In  b o th  c a se s  th e ir  n u m b e r  is f in a l a n d  h e n c e  

o m in o u s.

T h e  R e v i s e d  A p o c a ly p s e  o f  th e  P r in c e s  o f  I s h m a e l

A s tim e  w e n t o n  a n d  n o th in g  h a p p e n e d  a f te r  th e  tw e lf th  c a l ip h , n ew  

v e rs io n s  o f  th e  a p o c a ly p se  e m e rg e d  w h ic h  re f le c t th e  c o n d itio n s  o f  th e  

h is to ry  o f  th e  Is la m ic  u m m a  th a t  c o n t in u e d  to  u n fo ld  a f te r  a h  100. T h e  

a p o c a ly p tic  m e ssa g e  g ra d u a lly  lo s t its p re d o m in a n c e , an d  th e  fo c u s  w as 

s h if te d  to  th e  id e n ti ty  o f  th e  tw e lv e  le a d e rs ,  w h o se  in c lu s io n  in  th e  

a p o c a ly p s e  w a s  d e s ig n e d  to  c o n v e y  v a r io u s  p o l i t ic a l  m e s s a g e s  a n d  

e v e n tu a lly  to  u n ite  th e  M u s lim s  in  lo y a lty  to  th e ir  le g itim a te  le a d e rs . In  

th e se  v e rs io n s , th e  n u m b e r  12 w a s  c h a n g e d  fro m  a n  a b s o lu te  f ig u re  

re p re se n tin g  th e  e n t ire  n u m b e r  o f  M u s lim  le a d e rs , to  a  re la tiv e  n u m b e r  

re p re se n tin g  o n ly  a  s e le c t g ro u p  o f  th e m , n o t n e c e ssa r i ly  su c c e e d in g  o n e  

a n o th e r . T h u s , th e  n u m b e r  12 b e c a m e  a  m o d u la r  n u m e ric a l f ra m e w o rk  

w h ic h  c o u ld  b e  f it te d  to  e v e r-c h a n g in g  lis ts  o f  sp e c if ic  p e rso n a li tie s , th e  

id e n tity  o f  w h ic h  a n d  th e  w a y  th e y  w e re  d e s c r ib e d  in  b e in g  d e te rm in e d  

by th e  p o litic a l b ia s  o f  th e  a u th o rs  o f  th e  re v ise d  v e rs io n s .

13 Ib n  H is h a m , I I , 8 5 . F o r  m o r e  o n  th e  c i r c u la t io n  o f  th e  te r m  n u q a b a J s e e  K o h lb e r g ,  

“ F ro m  I m a m iy y a  to  I t h n a - cA s h a r iy y a ” , 5 2 9 .

14 Ib n  H is h a m , II , 8 8 .
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T h e K a cb - Y a s h u c D isc o u rse

T o  b e g in  w ith , th e re  a re  e x p a n d e d  v e rs io n s  o f  th e  d is c o u rs e  b e tw e e n  

K a cb  a n d  Y a s h u 0 w h ic h  w ere  re c o rd e d  by  N u cay m  ibn H a m m a d . T h e se  

c o n tin u e d  to  b e  re c o rd e d  o n  th e  a u th o r i ty  o f  th e  s a m e  tra d e n t,  i.e . th e  

H im si Ism a°il ib n  °A y y ash , w h o  seem s  to  b e  th e  o n e  w ho  c o lle c te d  all o f  

th e m  fro m  h is  u n n a m e d  “ m a s te r s ” . S o m e  b a s ic  fe a tu re s  re m a in  u n 

c h a n g e d  in  all th e  v e rs io n s , n o ta b ly  th e  title  “ k in g s” by w h ic h  th e  tw e lv e  

are  d e sc r ib e d . T h e  m o re  a rc h a ic  w o rd  “ ra b b is” is no  lo n g e r used .

T h e  m a in  c h a n g e  in  th e  e x p a n d e d  v e rs io n s  is th e  a d d itio n  o f  sp e c if ic  

n a m e s  o f  s e le c t le a d e rs , n o t n e c e s s a r i ly  o f  th o s e  th a t s u c c e e d e d  o n e  

a n o th e r. T h e  f irs t  a re  u su a lly  th e  f irs t th re e  M e d in a n  c a lip h s : A b u  B a k r, 

cU m a r  a n d  °U th m a n . T h e  n a m e  o f  cA li— th e  fo u rth  le a d e r— is m iss in g  

fro m  th e  lis t ,  w h ic h  c o n tin u e s  fro m  °U th m a n  d ire c tly  to  M u °a w iy a , th e  

f irs t U m a y y a d . T h e  e x c lu s io n  o f  °A li in d ic a te s  th a t th e  n a m e s  fo r  th e  lis t 

w ere  s e le c te d  by  tra d itio n is ts  w h o  w ere  o p p o se d  to  the S h icis a n d  d id  n o t 

re c o g n ise  cA li ’s p o s itio n  as  a  le g itim a te  ru le r  e n title d  to  a p p e a r  o n  a  p re 

d e s tin e d  l i s t .15

In  o n e  o f  th e  e x p a n d e d  v e rs io n s  o f  th e  d is c o u rs e ,16 Y a sh u 0 a sk s  K a°b  

w h e th e r  h e  k n o w s  a n y th in g  a b o u t th e  “ k in g s ” w h o  are  d e s tin e d  to  s u c 

c e e d  th e  P ro p h e t. K a °b  n o t o n ly  s ta te s  th a t th e  T o ra h  s p e a k s  o f  tw e lv e  

“ k in g s ” , b u t a lso  p ro v id e s  a  lis t o f  th e ir  e p ith e ts . I t o p en s  w ith  th e  ti tle s  

o f  th e  f irs t th re e  M e d in a n  c a lip h s : A bu  B a k r  (S id d iq ), °U m ar (F a r u q ) an d  

°U th m an  (a m in ). T h e se  a re  im m e d ia te ly  fo llo w e d  by  n in e  U m a y y a d s , th e  

f irs t b e in g  M u °a w iy a , w h o  is d e sc r ib e d  as  “ th e  h e a d  o f  th e  k in g s ”  (r a Ds  

a l-m u lu k ). T h e  tw e lfth  an d  la s t o n  th e  lis t is m o s t p ro b a b ly  M a rw a n  I I ,17 

w h o  w as  a c tu a lly  th e  la s t U m a y y a d  c a l ip h , a n d  a b o u t w h o m  it is s a id  

h e re  th a t  h e  w ill c a u se  s u ffe r in g ; h is  s ie g e  o f  H im s  is e x p l ic i t ly  m e n 

tioned .

T h is  t ra d i t io n  s e e m s  to  d ra w  a  lin e  b e tw e e n  th e  S u fy a n id  a n d  th e  

M a rw a n id  b ra n c h e s  o f  th e  U m a y y a d  d y n a s ty , th e  e n d  o f  th e  fo rm e r  

a p p a re n tly  b e in g  in d ic a te d  b y  re fe re n c e  to  “ th e  la s t o f  th e  k in g s ” (M u °a- 

w iy a  II), w h o  is  fo llo w e d  b y  th e  “ O w n e r  o f  th e  M a rk ”  (°A b d  a l-M a lik ) .

15 C f . C r o n e  a n d  H in d s ,  G o d ’s  C a l ip h ,  3 2 .

16 N u ca y m  ib n  H a m m a d ,  1 1 3 -1 4 .

17 S e e  M a d e lu n g ,  “ A p o c a ly p t i c  P r o p h e c ie s  in  H im s ” , 1 48.



258 T h e  T w e lv e  P r in ces

A fte r  th e  d e sc r ip tio n  o f  th e  la s t U m a y y a d , w h o  is tw e lfth  o n  th e  p re d ic te d  

lis t, th e  tra d i t io n  s ta te s  th a t a n o th e r  fa m ily  (a h l h a y t)  w ill ta k e  o v e r , 

w h ich  re fe rs  to  th e  r ise  o f  th e  cA b b a s id  d y n as ty .

T h u s , th e  n a m e s  a d d e d  to  th e  a p o c a ly p se  c o n s ti tu te  a  g ro u p  o f  tw e lv e  

w h ic h  s ta r ts  w ith  M u h a m m a d ’s d e a th  a n d  e n d s  as  la te  as  th e  fa ll o f  th e  

U m a y y a d s . T h e  'A b b a s id  re v o lu tio n  h a s  b e c o m e  th e  m a rk  o f  th e  b e g in 

n in g  o f  th e  a p o c a ly p tic  s ta g e  o f  h u m a n  h is to ry . In  te rm s  o f  d a te s , th e  en d  

o f  th e  re ig n  o f  th e  p re d ic te d  tw e lv e  h a s  b een  p o s tp o n e d  fro m  ca. a h  100 

to  ca. a h  132.

A  s im ila r  g ro u p  o f  tw e lv e  is p re d ic te d  in  y e t a n o th e r  v e rs io n  o f  th e  

d isc o u rse  b e tw e e n  Y a s h u c a n d  K a cb ,18 w h ic h  is th e  m o s t e x p a n d e d  v e r 

s io n  o f  th e  a p o c a ly p se . I t  is a g a in  tra n s m itte d  b y  I s m a cil ib n  cA y y ash , 

w h o  th is  tim e  e x p lic it ly  s ta te s  th a t so m e  o f  h is  m a s te rs  m a d e  a d d itio n s  to  

th e  trad itio n . H e re  Y a sh u 0 is m a d e  to  e la b o ra te  o n  th e  v ir tu e s  o f  M u h a m 

m a d , say in g  th a t a  p ro p h e t w ill e m e rg e  w h o se  re lig io n  w ill o v e rc o m e  an y  

o th e r  re lig io n , a n d  g o e s  o n  to  ask  K a cb  a b o u t th e  “ k in g s ” o f  M u h a m 

m a d ’s c o m m u n ity . In  K a cb ’s re s p o n s e ,  th e  lis t  o f  “ k in g s ” b e g in s  as 

b e fo re  w ith  th e  f irs t th re e  M e d in a n  ru le rs ; th e y  a re  su c c e e d e d  b y  n in e  

U m a y y a d s , th e  f irs t b e in g  M u °a w iy a , a n d  th e  la s t M a rw a n  II. T h e  la tte r  

c o n c lu d e s  th e  g ro u p  o f  tw e lv e , an d  th e n  th e  tr ib u la tio n s  (f i t n a ) o f  th e  

°A b b a s id  re v o lu tio n  a re  d e s c r ib e d  in  d e ta il.  T h e  n a m e s  o f  a l-S a ffa h , al- 

M a n su r  a n d  a l-M a h d i a re  s p e c if ic a lly  m e n tio n e d , a n d  th e ir  a d v e n t p o r 

te n d s  th e  a p o c a ly p tic  s ta g e  o f  h is to ry . T h e  e v e n ts  c o n n e c te d  w ith  th e m  

a re  d e sc r ib e d  w ith  su ch  c o m m o n  a p o c a ly p tic  th e m e s  as  M a s / ( s w a l lo w 

ing  u p  by  th e  e a r th ) , an d  g re a t b a ttle s  w ith  th e  fo rc e s  o f  a  fa lse  p ro p h e t 

(h e re : th e  S u fy a n i) .  T h is  v e rs io n  e v id e n tly  d id  n o t g a in  its  f in a l fo rm  

b e fo re  th e  a c c e s s io n  o f  a l-M a h d i ,  th e  th ird  cA b b a s id  c a l ip h , i.e . n o t 

e a r l ie r  th a n  a h  158. T h is  c a lip h  a s su m e d  th e  ti t le  o f  “ a l-M a h d i” , w h ic h  

m ay  h a v e  a d d e d  to  th e  a p o c a ly p tic  m o o d  re f le c te d  in th is  v e rs io n .

Y e t a n o th e r  v e rs io n  o f  th e  s a m e  d is c o u r s e 19 la c k s  a n y  n u m e ric a l  

sp e c if ic a tio n  an d  c o n ta in s  b u t a  se le c t lis t o f  “ k in g s” d e s tin e d  to  ru le  a f te r  

th e  P ro p h e t: cU m ar, cU th m a n  (a l-a m in ) an d  M u ca w iy a , th e  “ h e a d  o f  th e  

k in g s” .

18 N u ca y m  ib n  H a m m a d ,  4 2 4 - 2 5 .

19 I b id . ,  6 9 .
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The cA b b a s  id s  In c lu d e d

In  y e t a n o th e r  v e rs io n  o f  K a cb a l-A h b a r , m o s t o f  th e  U m a y y a d s  a re  

e x c lu d e d  fro m  th e  lis t ,  m a k in g  ro o m  fo r  cA b b a s id  f ig u re s  to  e n te r  th e  

g ro u p  o f  tw e lv e . T h e  e n d  o f  th e  re ig n  o f  th e  tw e lv e  is th u s  p o s tp o n e d  

w e ll in to  cA b b a s id  tim e s . In  th is  v e rs io n  o n ly  tw o  U m a y y a d s  su rv iv e , 

th e se  b e in g  th e  tw o  firs t le a d e rs  o f  th e  S u fy a n id  lin e , M u ca w iy a  an d  his  

son  Y az id .

K a cb ’s p re s e n t v e rs io n  b e a rs  a  S y r ia n /B a s ra n  isn a d .20 I t s p e a k s  o f  

tw e lv e  “ m a n a g e rs ” (q a y y im ) w ith  w h o m  G o d  h a s  b le sse d  Ish m a e l. T h e  

g ro u p  o p e n s  w ith  th e  f irs t  th re e  M e d in a n  c a lip h s , w h o  a re  s in g le d  o u t as 

th e  m o s t e x c e lle n t.  T h e n  c o m e s  M u ca w iy a , w h o  is d e s c r ib e d  as  th e  

“k in g ” o f  S y ria . H e  is fo llo w e d  by  h is  so n  (Y az id ). T h e se  f iv e  n am es  a re  

im m e d ia te ly  fo llo w e d  by  cA b b a s id s : S a ffa h , M a n s u r  a n d  tw o  o b sc u re  

f ig u res : S in 21 an d  S a la m . T h e  la tte r  tw o  a re  g lo sse d  by  th e  s ta te m e n t th a t 

th e y  s ta n d  fo r  r ig h te o u s n e s s  a n d  a l le v ia tio n ,  r e s p e c t iv e ly  (sa la h  w a-  

ca fiya ). It is h ig h ly  p ro b a b le  th a t th e  cA b b a s id  g ro u p  o r ig in a lly  c o n s is te d  

o f  se v e n  f ig u re s  c o m p le tin g  th e  n u m b e r tw e lv e ; th re e  seem  to  h av e  b een  

o m itte d  d u e  to  th e  in a ccu ra te  tra n sm iss io n  o f  th e  tex t.

W ith  th e  in c lu s io n  o f  th e  f ir s t  c A b b a s id  c a l ip h s  in th e  p re d ic te d  

g ro u p , th is  d y n a s ty  b e c a m e  p a r t o f  th e  lin e  o f  B ib l ic a lly  p re -d e s tin e d  

le g itim a te  le a d e rs , th u s  im p ro v in g  its p re v io u s  s ta tu s  o f  u n la w fu l a g i ta 

to rs  w h o se  a d v e n t w as  b e lie v e d  to  m ark  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  an  a p o c a ly p tic  

c h a o tic  e ra.

T h e  A p o c a ly p s e  o f  N a th a

T h e  a p o c a ly p se  o f  th e  tw e lv e  is a lso  a v a ila b le  in  a n o th e r  S y ria n  tra d itio n  

c o n ta in in g  th e  v is io n  o f  a n  o b s c u re  “ p r o p h e t” : N a th , o r  N a th a . H is  

p ro p h e c y  w as  a g a in  c irc u la te d  by  H im si tra d i t io n is ts ,22 a n d  re c o rd e d  by

20 Ib id . ,  6 4 . S e e  a  s h o r te n e d  v e r s io n , ib id . ,  5 3 . S e e  a ls o  Ib n  K a th ir ,  B id d y a ,  V I , 2 5 0 . 

T h e  is n a d :  D a m r a  ib n  R a b F a  a l - F i l a s t in i  ( S y r ia n ,  d .  AH 2 0 2 )  <— c A b d a l la h  ib n  S h a w -  

d h a b  ( B a s r a n /S y r ia n ,  d . c a .  AH 1 5 0 ) < -  A b u  1 -M in h a l ( S a y y a r  ib n  S a la m a ,  B a s ra n ,  d . AH 

1 29 ) <— A b u  Z iy a d  <— K a cb  a l- A h b a r .

21 F o r  th is  w o rd  s e e  e d i t o r ’s  n o te  in  D a n i,  F ita n ,  V , 9 6 2  n . 3.

22 T h e  i s n a d :  a l - H a k a m  ib n  N a f i c ( H im s i ,  d . AH 2 1 1 )  <— J a r r a h  ib n  M u la y h  (H im s i )  

<— A r ta t  ib n  a l - M u n d h i r  (H im s i ,  d . AH 1 6 3 ) <— N a th a .
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N u cay m  ib n  H a m m a d .23 It h a s  a lre a d y  b e e n  s tu d ie d  by  M ic h a e l C o o k ,24 

w h o  h as  a p p a re n tly  o v e r lo o k e d  th e  ro le  o f  th e  n u m b e r  12 a n d  th e re fo re  

h as  a sc r ib e d  th e  a b se n c e  o f  c e r ta in  U m a y y a d  le a d e rs  to  a  la c u n a  in  th e  

te x t.25 B u t th e re  is n o  la c u n a  h e re . T h e  g e n e ra l  s tru c tu re  o f  th e  l i s t  is 

s im ila r  to  th a t o f  th e  H im si tra d itio n s  tra n sm itte d  b y  Is m a cil ibn  cA y y ash , 

b u t th e  v o c a b u la ry  is in d e e d  s o m e w h a t d if fe re n t. T h e  n u m b e r  12 is e x 

p lic itly  s ta ted , an d  th e  b o d y  o f  le a d e rs  is th is  t im e  o n e  o f  c o m m a n d e rs  ( li- 

w a y ,  th e y  a re  th e  tw e lv e  d e s c e n d a n ts  o f  “ th e  b a n ish e d  s la v e -g ir l”  (a l- 

a m a  a l- ta r id a ) ,  i.e. H a g a r. T h e  ti tle  l iw a J, w h ic h  is  n o t u sed  in th e  o th e r  

H im si v e rs io n s , is q u ite  n e u tra l an d  e n a b le s  M u h a m m a d  to  jo in  th e  g ro u p  

o f  tw e lv e . H o w e v e r , th e  P ro p h e t  is a l lo tte d  a  sp e c ia l p o s itio n  a m o n g  

th em , b e c a u se  a ll th e  o th e rs  a re  k in g s  a g a in , w h ile  h e  is a p e rso n  th a t 

m a k es  th e  a n g e ls  re jo ic e  w h e n  h e  a p p e a rs ; w h o e v e r  b e lie v e s  in  h im  is a 

tru e  b e lie v e r .  H is  v ic to ry  o v e r  th e  n a t io n s  is d e s c r ib e d  w ith  sp e c if ic  

re fe ren c e  to  th e  c o n q u e s t o f  P e rs ia , A fr ic a  a n d  S y ria .

E ach  n a m e  o f  th e  o th e r  e le v e n  c o m m a n d e rs  s u c c e e d in g  M u h a m m a d  

is p re c e d e d  by  th e  s ta te m e n t; th u m m a  y a m lik u : “ th e n  th e re  w ill r u l e . . . . ” 

cA ll is s til l m is s in g . T h e  d e s c r ip t io n s  o f  th e  f ir s t  th re e  o f  th e  e le v e n  

p e rso n s  re p re s e n t th e  f irs t th re e  M e d in a n  c a lip h s , a n d  a f te r  th e m  M u ca- 

w iy a  an d  se v e n  m o re  U m a y y a d s  a re  d e s c r ib e d  u p  to  a l-W a lid  II. M a jo r  

e v en ts  o f  th e  life  a n d  c a re e r  o f  e a c h  o f  th e  e le v e n  a re  re c o u n te d  in d e ta il, 

e m b e llish e d  w ith  an  a p o c a ly p tic  c h ro n o lo g ic a l f ra m e w o rk  p e r ta in in g  to  

th e  le n g th  o f  th e ir  life . T h e  S u fy a n id s  a n d  th e  M a rw a n id s  a re  a g a in  d if 

f e re n tia te d  fro m  e a c h  o th e r , th e  f irs t  o f  th e  fo rm e r  (M u ca w iy a )  b e in g  

d e sc r ib e d  as “ T h e  H e a d  ( r a Ds)  o f  th e  G re a te r  H o u se ” , w ith  th e  f irs t o f  th e  

la tte r  ( cA b d  a l-M a lik )  b e in g  th e  “ F o re h e a d  o f  th e  H o u se  o f  th e  S e c o n d  

H e a d .”

T h e  tw e lf th  a n d  la s t o f  th e  e n t ire  p re d ic te d  g ro u p  is  a l-W a lid  II ( ib n  

Y a z id )  w h o  is d e s c r ib e d  as  a l-S h a b b  (“ T h e  Y o u th ” ).26 T h is  ru le r  w as  

c h ild le s s  a n d  is c o n s id e re d  th e  la s t o f  th e  U m a y y a d s  in  se v e ra l o th e r  tra 

23 N u ca y m  ib n  H a m m a d ,  4 2 9 - 3 2 .

24 M ic h a e l  C o o k ,  “ A n  E a r ly  I s la m ic  A p o c a ly p t i c  C h r o n i c l e ” , J o u r n a l  o f  N e a r  E a s t 

e r n  S tu d ie s  5 2  ( \ 9 9 3 ) ,  2 5 - 2 9 .

25 I b id . ,  2 7 - 2 8  n . 2 9 .

26 N u ca y m  ib n  H a m m a d , 4 3 0 :2 .
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d itio n s .27 A f te r  h im  re fe re n c e  is m a d e  to  m o re  le a d e rs , b u t th e  c la u se  

th u m m a  y a m lik u  is n o t re p e a te d  c o n c e rn in g  th em , w h ich  d e f in ite ly  le av es  

th e m  o u ts id e  th e  tw e lv e  p re d ic te d  “ c o m m a n d e rs ” . T h e  f irs t o f  th e m  is 

M a rw a n  II, w h o se  e m e rg e n c e  m a rk s  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  th e  a p o c a ly p tic  

tu rm o il, a n d  w h o se  a c c e s s io n  is d e s c r ib e d  as  w in d  b lo w in g  f ro m  th e  

ja w f.  H e  is fo llo w e d  b y  cA b b a s id  f ig u re s  su c h  as  a l-S a ffa h  an d  a l-M a n - 

su r, w h o  a re  a llu d e d  to  w ith  c ry p tic  d e s c r ip tio n s  an d  w h o se  r ise  is a lso  

d e sc r ib e d  as  w in d  b lo w in g  fro m  v a rio u s  d ire c tio n s .

A s o b s e rv e d  b y  C o o k ,28 m o s t p a r ts  o f  th e  cA b b a s id  re v o lu tio n  fo rm  

th e  e sc h a to lo g ic a l  s ta g e  o f  th e  v is io n , w h ic h  c o n c lu d e s  w ith  th e  e m e r 

g e n c e  o f  th e  Q a h ta n i, th e  fa ll o f  C o n s ta n tin o p le , th e  re tr iev a l o f  th e  A rk  

o f  the  C o v e n a n t, an d  th e  e m e rg e n c e  o f  th e  D a jja l (A n tich ris t) . C o o k  q u ite  

r ig h tly  d a te d  th e  c o m p o s itio n  o f  th e  a p o c a ly p se  (o r  m o re  a c c u ra te ly , its 

final fo rm ) to  ca. a h  160, w h ich  ag a in  b rin g s  u s to  th e  day s  o f  a l-M ah d i.

O n  th e  w h o le , d e sp ite  so m e  p e c u lia r i tie s  in  th e  v o c a b u la ry , all p a rts  

o f  the  tra d itio n  seem  to  h a v e  m u c h  m o re  in  c o m m o n  w ith  th e  g e n e ra l run  

o f  th e  re sh a p e d  v e rs io n s  o f  th e  o th e r  H im si a p o c a ly p se s  th a n  C o o k  a s 

su m ed . O n  th e  o th e r  h a n d , C o o k ’s a rg u m e n ts  fo r  th e  C h ris tia n  o r ig in  o f  

th is  sp e c if ic  a p o c a ly p tic  te x t s e e m  q u ite  c o n v in c in g , an d  th e re  a re  e v e n  

m o re  fe a tu re s  in  th e  a p o c a ly p se  w h ic h  p o in t to  a C h ris tia n  a u th o rsh ip , 

m a in ly  th e  d e s ig n a t io n  o f  th e  M u s lim s  as  so n s  o f  “ th e  b a n ish e d  s la v e - 

g i r l” . T h is  a c c o rd s  w ith  th e  a p p e l la t io n  “ so n s  o f  H a g a r” b y  w h ic h  

C h r is tia n  a p o lo g is ts  o f te n  ca ll th e  M u s lim s .29 H o w e v e r , th e  C h r is tia n  

o r ig in  o f  th e  a p o c a ly p se  o n ly  sh o w s  w h a t is e v id e n t in  so  m a n y  o th e r  

C h ris tia n  c h ro n ic le s , n a m e ly , th a t th e  C h r is tia n  au th o rs  w ere  q u ite  fa m il 

ia r  w ith  b a s ic  h is to r io g ra p h ic a l an d  a p o c a ly p tic  Is la m ic  (H im s i)  m o d e ls  

su c h  a s  th e  a p o c a ly p s e  o f  th e  tw e lv e , a n d  u s e d  th e m  in  th e ir  o w n  

w ritin g s .30

27 Ib id . ,  1 1 1 ,1 1 2 .

28 C o o k , “ A n  E a r ly  I s la m ic  A p o c a ly p t ic  C h r o n ic le ” , 2 8 - 2 9 .

29 F o r  w h ic h  s e e  S id n e y  H . G r i f f i th ,  “ T h e  P r o p h e t  M u h a m m a d :  H is  S c r ip tu r e  a n d  h is  

M e s s a g e  A c c o r d in g  to  th e  C h r is t i a n  A p o lo g ie s  in  A r a b ic  a n d  S y r ia c  F ro m  th e  F ir s t  A b -  

b a s id  C e r i tu r y ” , in  F a h d , e d . ,  V ie  d u  p r o p h e te  M a h o m e t ,  1 2 2 -2 4 .

30 E .g .  H a n  J .W . D r i jv e r s ,  “ T h e  G o s p e l  o f  th e  T w e lv e  A p o s t le s :  a  S y r ia c  A p o c a ly p s e  

F ro m  th e  E a r ly  I s la m ic  P e r io d ” , rn C a m e r o n  a n d  C o n r a d ,  e d s . ,  B y z a n t in e  a n d  E a r ly  I s 

la m ic  N e a r  E a s t ,  I, 2 0 2 - 2 0 4 .
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F u r th e r  v e rs io n s  o f  th e  a p o c a ly p s e  o f  th e  tw e lv e  le a d e rs  a re  e q u ip p e d  

w ith  isn a d s  o f  C o m p a n io n s  o f  th e  P ro p h e t, an d  a ll o f  th e m  a re  o f  a  n o n - 

S y ria n  p ro v e n a n c e . W h ile  a  few  re ta in  th e  lin k  to  Ish m a e l a n d  th e  T o ra h , 

m o s t o f  th e m  n o  lo n g e r  e x p l ic i t ly  m e n tio n  th is  B ib l ic a l  l in k . T h e y  

th e re fo re  a g a in  e v in c e  a  p ro c e s s  o f  d is e n g a g e m e n t f ro m  th e  B ib le . In  

so m e  c a se s , th e  C o m p a n io n s  re ly  o n  th e  P ro p h e t h im se lf , th u s  m a k in g  

the  a p o c a ly p se  an  in d e p e n d e n t p ro d u c t o f  h is  o w n  p ro p h e tic  p o w ers .

H u d h a y fa

O n e  o f  th e  C o m p a n io n s  on  w h o se  a u th o rity  th e  a p o c a ly p se  o f  th e  tw e lv e  

h as  b een  c irc u la te d  is H u d h a y fa  ib n  a l-Y a m a n , w h o  f ig u re s  f re q u e n tly  as  

a  so u rce  fo r  v a r io u s  a p o c a ly p se s . H is  v e rs io n  o f  o u r  a p o c a ly p se  d o e s  n o t 

a n c h o r  it in th e  B ib le , b u t ra th e r  a p p e a rs  as  H u d h a y fa ’s o w n  o b se rv a tio n . 

T h is  is an  E g y p tia n  v e rs io n  w h ich  k eep s  d e a lin g  w ith  a  g ro u p  o f  “ k in g s ” , 

th e  la s t  o f  w h o m  b e in g  a g a in  th e  la s t  U m a y y a d  ru le r . H o w e v e r , its 

s tru c tu re  h a s  b e e n  re s h a p e d  a c c o rd in g  to  a  c le a r  a n t i-U m a y y a d  b ia s . 

H u d h a y fa  d e c la re s : “ T h e re  w ill b e  a f te r  cU th m a n  tw e lv e  k in g s  o f  th e  

B an u  U m a y y a ” . S o m e o n e  a sk s  h im : “ C a lip h s  (k h u la fa J) T ’ H e  say s: “ N o , 

k in g s !”31

In  th is  v e rs io n , th e  f in a lity  o f  th e  g ro u p  o f  tw e lv e  is  n o  lo n g e r  a s 

s e rted , a n d  th e  tw e lf th  le a d e r  is m e re ly  th e  la s t o f  th e  U m a y y a d s , i.e . he  

is n o  lo n g e r  th e  la s t b e fo re  th e  e s c h a to lo g ic a l  s ta g e  o f  h is to ry . T h is  

m e a n s  th a t th e  fo cu s  o f  the tra d itio n  has b een  sh if te d  fro m  th e  id e a  o f  the  

a p p ro a c h in g  en d  a f te r  th e  tw e lfth  le a d e r  to  th e  s ta tu s  o f  th e  le a d e rs  th e m 

se lv es . In  th is  p a r t ic u la r  v e rs io n , th e  g ro u p  o f  tw e lv e  c o n s is ts  o f  U m a y 

y a d  “ k in g s ” , w h ile  th e  f irs t th re e  M e d in a n  ru le rs  h a v e  b e e n  e x c lu d e d  

f ro m  th e  g ro u p  a n d  h a v e  g a in e d  a  m o re  e le v a te d  t i t le ,  “ c a l ip h s ” 

(,kh u la fd  ’). T h e  m a in  m e ssa g e  o f  th e  tra d itio n  h as  th u s  b e c o m e  th e  d e g ra 

d a tio n  o f  th e  U m ay y ad s .

T h is  v e rs io n  re f le c ts  n o t o n ly  an  in c re a se d  a n ti-U m a y y a d  im p e tu s , but 

a lso  an  u rg e  to  le g itim ise  th e  a u th o rity  o f  th e  f irs t th re e  M e d in a n  c a lip h s

C om p a n io n  V e r s io n s

31 N u ca y m  ib n  H a m m a d ,  5 2 - 5 3 ,  5 8 ,  7 5 .  S e e  a ls o  Ib n  K a th i r ,  B id a y a , V I , 2 5 0 .  T h e  

is n a d :  Ib n  L a h i 'a  (E g y p t ia n ,  d . A H  1 7 4 ) <— K h a l id  ib n  A b i c I m ra n  a l - T u j ib i  ( T u n is ia n ,  d . 

A H  1 2 9 ) <— H u d h a y fa .
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an d  th u s  to  c o u n te r  S h ici o p p o s itio n  to  th e m . H e n c e , th e  p re se n t v e rs io n  

m u s t h a v e  o r ig in a te d  in  E g y p tia n  c irc le s  o p p o s e d  to  th e  U m a y y a d s  as  

w e ll a s  to  th e  S h icis . T h e  a b se n c e  o f  cA l i ’s n a m e  fro m  th e  lis t  a g a in  

re f le c ts  th e  a n t i - S h ici d e te rm in a t io n  to  e x c lu d e  h im  f ro m  th e  d is 

t in g u ish e d  a n d  p re d e s tin e d  lis t o f  le g itim a te  k h u la fa T

Ib n  cA b b a s

T h e  C o m p a n io n  Ib n  c A b b as  is a lso  c re d ite d  w ith  a  v e rs io n  o f  o u r  a p o c a 

ly p se . H ere  a g a in  th e  g ro u p  o f  tw e lv e  h a s  b e e n  d e ta c h e d  fro m  th e  e n d  o f  

th e  w o rld , a s  th e  tw e lf th  o f  th e m  is n o  lo n g e r  th e  la s t b e fo re  th e  H o u r. 

T h e  f irs t  cA b b a s id  c a lip h s  a re  m e n tio n e d  o n c e  m o re  as  re p re se n tin g  th e  

e sc h a to lo g ic a l s ta g e  o f  h is to ry , b u t a l th o u g h  th e y  a re  n o t in c lu d e d  in  th e  

tw e lv e , th e y  a re  n e v e rth e le s s  p re se n te d  as  le g itim a te  ru le rs . T h is  v e rs io n  

is q u o te d  fro m  Ib n  c A b b a s  b y  h is  K u fa n  d is c ip le  S a cId ibn  Ju b a y r. H e 

re la te s  th a t h e  o n c e  h e a rd  p eo p le  q u o tin g  to  Ib n  c A b b a s  a  tra d itio n  a b o u t 

tw e lv e  le a d e rs  w h o  w o u ld  b e  fo llo w e d  b y  an  a p o c a ly p tic  f ig u re  ca lle d  th e  

“ C o m m a n d e r” (a l-a m ir ), w h ic h  p ro b a b ly  s ta n d s  fo r  th e  “ C o m m a n d e r  o f  

th e  B a n d s ” , w h o  w ill b e  m e n tio n e d  b e lo w . Ib n  c A b b a s  re to r te d : “ B y  

G o d , a f te r  th e m  (i.e . th e  tw e lv e ) th e re  w ill b e  le a d e rs  o f  o u r  o w n  fa m ily , 

n a m e ly , a l-S a ffa h , a l-M a n s u r  an d  a l-M a h d i, a n d  h e  w ill h a n d  o v e r  th e  

le a d e rsh ip  to  cIsa  ib n  M a ry a m  (=  J e s u s ) .” 32

T h is  tra d itio n  p la y s  o n  th e  s ig n if ic a n c e  o f  th e  title  “ M a h d i” w h ich  th e  

th ird  cA b b a s id  c a lip h  a s su m e d , a n d  a s s ig n s  to  th is  c a lip h  th e  m e ss ia n ic  

ro le  o f  th e  Is la m ic  sav io u r.

A p o c a ly p se s  p re d ic tin g  th e  e m e rg e n c e  o f  a l-S a ffa h , a l-M a n su r  an d  a l-  

M a h d i a re  a lso  a v a ila b le  in  in d e p e n d e n t v e rs io n s , w ith o u t th e  p ro p h e c y  

o f  th e  tw e lv e .33

cA b d a lla h  ib n  cA m r  ib n  a l - cA s

M o st p re v a le n t a re  th e  v e rs io n s  a t tr ib u te d  to  th e  C o m p a n io n  cA b d a lla h  

ib n  cA m r ib n  a l-°A s . In  a ll th e  v e rs io n s  o f  th e  a p o c a ly p se  b e a r in g  h is

32 N u ca y m  ib n  H a m m a d ,  5 2 ,  2 4 7 , 2 7 1 . C f .  B a y h a q i ,  D a la ’ il,  V I , 5 1 4 ; Ib n  K a th ir ,  B i-  

d a y a , V I , 2 4 6 . A n d  s e e  M a d e lu n g ,  s .v . “ M a h d i” , E l 2 , V , 1 2 3 3 b .

33 S e e  D a n i,  F ita n ,  V , n o . 5 0 8 , w ith  fu r th e r  r e f e r e n c e s  g iv e n  b y  th e  e d i to r .
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n a m e , th e  t i t le  “c a l ip h s ” (k h u la fa 0) is a p p l ie d  to  th e  tw e lv e  p re d ic te d  

ru le rs , so  th a t th e y  a re  n o  lo n g e r  “ k in g s ” . H o w e v e r , m a n y  v e rs io n s  a re  

in c o m p le te  a n d  o n ly  p ro v id e  th e  n a m e s  o f  th e  f irs t  th re e  le a d e rs . T h is  is 

th e  c a se  in  th e  fo llo w in g  v e rs io n , w h ic h  w as  c irc u la te d  by  E g y p tia n  trad i- 

tio n is ts .34 I t w as  tra c e d  b a c k  to  th e  P ro p h e t h im se lf ,  w h o  p re d ic ts  th e  

fu tu re  b y  h is  o w n  p ro p h e tic  p o w e r. H e  is q u o te d  b y  c A b d a lla h  ib n  cA m r 

as s ta tin g  th a t th e re  w ill b e  tw e lv e  c a lip h s  in  th e  Is la m ic  c o m m u n ity , an d  

im m e d ia te ly  g o e s  o n  to  n a m e  A b u  B a k r  a n d  cU m ar. H e  th e n  a d d re sse s  

cU th m a n , u rg in g  h im  n o t to  g iv e  u p  th e  “ g o w n  th a t G o d  h as  d re s se d  yo u 

w ith ” , i.e. n o t to  re s ig n  fro m  th e  c a lip h a te .35 T h is  is an  a llu s io n  to  w h a t is 

k n o w n  as  th e  “ F irs t C iv il W a r  ( f i tn a ) ”, w h ic h  s ta r te d  w ith  th e  m u rd e r  o f  

cU th m a n . T h is  v e rs io n  im p lie s  th a t th e  M e d in a n  ru le rs  a re  in c lu d e d  in th e  

tw e lv e , b u t th e  re s t o f  th e  g ro u p  is le f t  u n sp e c if ie d . A s  p re s e n te d  b e fo re  

u s , th e  a p o c a ly p se  is o n ly  c o n c e rn e d  w ith  h ig h l ig h tin g  th e  s ta tu s  o f  th e  

firs t R ig h te o u s  C alip h s .

A  s im ila r  v e rs io n  o f  th e  sam e  C o m p a n io n  b e a rs  a  B a s ra n  is n a d  w ith  

th is  u p p e r  p a rt: M u h a m m a d  ib n  S irin  (d . a h  110) <- cU q b a  ib n  A w s a l-  

S ad u s i <- c A b d a lla h  ib n  cA m r. T h e  tra d itio n  is a v a i la b le  in  v a r io u s  v e r 

s io n s , o n e  o f  w h ic h  w as  re c o rd e d  b y  Ib n  A b i S h a y b a .36 H e re  c A b d a llah  

ib n  cA m r is m a d e  to  s ta te  th a t th e re  w ill b e  tw e lv e  c a lip h s  in th e  Is lam ic  

c o m m u n ity , b u t a g a in  m e n tio n s  o n ly  A b u  B ak r, cU m a r  an d  cU th m a n . H e 

say s  th a t th e  n a m e  o f  e a c h  o f  th e  th re e  is  a lre a d y  k n o w n  to  th e  M u slim s  

b y  its c o r re c t  fo rm  (a sa b tu m  ism a h u ). cU m a r  is c a lle d  q a rn  m in  h a d id  

(“ Iro n  H o rn ”37), a n d  cU th m a n  is d h u  l-n u r a y n  ( “ O w n e r  o f  th e  T w o

34 T h e  i s n a d : a l - L a y th  ib n  S a ‘ d  ( E g y p t ia n ,  d .  A H  175)  <— K h a l id  ib n  Y a z id  ( E g y p t 

ia n , d . A H  139)  <— S a cid  ib n  A b i H ila l  (E g y p t ia n ,  d . a h  135)  <— R a b ica  ib n  S a y f  ( E g y p t 

ia n ,  d . c a . A H  120)  <— S h u f a y y  ib n  M a t i ‘ a l - A s b a h i  ( E g y p t ia n ,  d .  A H  105)  <— ‘ A b d a lla h  

ib n  cA m r.

35 Ib n  A b i ‘ A s im , S u n n a ,  n o s .  1 1 7 1 , 1 1 8 2  ( c f .  n o s .  1 1 5 2 , 1 1 6 9 ) ; T a b a r a n i ,  K a b ir ,  I, 

n o s . 12, 14 2 ; id e m , A w s a t ,  IX , n o . 8 7 4 4 ; S e e  a ls o  M a j m a c a l - z a w a 'id ,  V , 181 .

36 Ib n  A b i S h a y b a ,  X I I ,  n o .  1 2 1 0 2 . T h e  n a m e  o f  th e  C o m p a n io n  is  h e r e  d is to r t e d ,  

b e in g  tu r n e d  in to  ‘ A b d a l la h  ib n  ‘ U m a r .  T h is  is  a l s o  th e  c a s e  in  M a j m a c a l - z a w a ^ id ,  IX , 

9 2 . B u t s e e  th e  c o r r e c t  te x t  in  Ib n  A b i ‘ A s im , S u n n a ,  n o . 1 1 5 4  ( f ro m  Ib n  A b i S h a y b a ) .

37 C f. G i l ,  A  H is to r y  o f  P a le s t in e ,  n o s .  7 8 - 7 9 .



T h e  T w e lv e  P r in c es 265

L ig h ts” ); it is s ta te d  th a t h e  w as “ g iv e n  a  tw o fo ld  o f  G o d ’s m e rc y ” (u tiya  

k ifla yn i m in  ra h m a tih i38) an d  th a t h e  w as  w ro n g fu lly  k illed .

M o re  d e ta ile d  is a n o th e r  v e rs io n 39 w ith  th e  sam e  u p p e r  isn a d  in  w h ich  

th e  p re d ic te d  le a d e rs  fa ll in to  tw o  g ro u p s , th e  f irs t ag a in  b e in g  th e  th re e  

M e d in a n  c a l ip h s  (A b u  B a k r , cU m a r, cU th m a n ). T h e  se c o n d  g ro u p  c o n 

s is ts  o f  se v e n  f ig u re s , th e  la s t o f  w h o m  is th e  “ C o m m a n d e r  o f  th e  B a n d s” 

(a m ir  a l - cu sa b  = S o u th  A ra b ia n  s a v io u r40). T h e  f irs t  in  th is  g ro u p  a re  th e  

cA b b a s id  a l-S a ffa h  a n d  a l-M a n su r , fo llo w e d  b y  a l-M a h d i, a l-A m in , S in  

a n d  S a la m . S ix  o f  th e m , it is s ta te d , w ill b e  o f  K a cb ib n  L u ’a y y  (i.e . 

Q u ray sh ), a n d  o n e  (=  th e  C o m m a n d e r)  w ill b e  o f  Q a h ta n , i.e. o f  Y em en i 

d e sc e n t. T h e  p re s e n t v e rs io n — lik e  th e  a b o v e  S y ria n  o n e s— a c q u ire d  its 

f in a l fo rm  n o t e a r l ie r  th an  th e  d a y s  o f  th e  cA b b a s id  c a lip h  a l-M a h d i, i.e. 

ca . a h  160. T h e  f irs t cA b b a s id s  a re  h e re  in c lu d e d  in  th e  g ro u p  o f  tw e lv e , 

an d  a l-M a h d i is a g a in  th e  la s t b e fo re  th e  H o u r.

T h e  lis t is sa id  to  h a v e  b e e n  d isc o v e re d  b y  cA b d a lla h  ibn  °A m r d u rin g  

th e  b a ttle  o f  Y a rm u k , in  a n  (a n c ie n t)  b o o k  ( f i  b a cd  a l-k u tu b ). T h is  r e 

s to re s  th e  B ib lic a l l in k  o f  th e  a p o c a ly p se , th o u g h  n o t d ire c tly , a n d  n o t 

ex p lic itly  to  Ish m a e l. It is fu r th e r  s ta te d  th a t all th e  p e rso n s  m e n tio n e d  are  

v ir tu o u s  p e rso n s , su c h  as  n e v e r  seen  b efo re .

T h e  f ir s t  g ro u p  in  th is  v e rs io n  c o n s is ts  o n ly  o f  th re e  n a m e s , a n d  it 

m ay  be  p re s u m e d  th a t  it o r ig in a lly  c o n ta in e d  tw o  m o re  n a m e s  w h ich  

c o m p le te d  th e  to ta l n u m b e r  to  tw e lv e . In  th e  a b o v e  tra d itio n  o f  K a cb, th e  

th re e  M e d in a n  c a l ip h s  a re  im m e d ia te ly  fo llo w e d  b y  M u ca w iy a  a n d  h is  

so n  Y az id , a n d  th is  se e m s  a lso  to  h av e  b e e n  th e  c a se  in th e  a p o c a ly p se  o f  

cA b d a llah  ib n  cA m r. It m a y  b e  a s su m e d  th a t th e se  tw o  n a m e s  w ere  d e lib 

e ra te ly  o m itte d  d u r in g  th e  p ro c e ss  o f  tra n sm iss io n , w h ich  m a d e  th e  g ro u p

38 C f .  Q u r 3a n  5 7 :2 8 .  c U th m a n ’s  t i t l e  D h u  l- n u r a y n  is  u s u a l ly  e x p la in e d  a s  r e f e r r in g  

to  M u h a m m a d ’s  tw o  d a u g h te r s ,  R u q a y y a  a n d  U m m  K u lth u m , w h o  w e re  h is  w iv e s .  B o th  

d ie d  b e f o r e  h e  d id .  C f .  L a l i k a ’ i, IV , n o .  2 5 7 6 .  O n  cU th m a n ’s  m a r r i a g e s  s e e  W il f e r d  

M a d e lu n g ,  T h e  S u c c e s s io n  to  M u h a m m a d :  a  S tu d y  o f  th e  E a r l y  C a l ip h a te  ( C a m b r id g e ,  

1 9 9 7 ) , 3 6 3 - 7 0 .

39 N u ca y m  ib n  H a m m a d ,  6 3 .  C f .  ib id . ,  2 4 7 . A n d  s e e  S u y u t i ,  A k h b a r  a l - m a h d i ,  n o . 

2 3 5 . S e e  a ls o  K is te r ,  “ H a d d i th u ” , 2 2 4 .

40 F o r  th e  “ C o m m a n d e r  o f  th e  B a n d s ”  b e in g  a n  a p p e l l a t i o n  o f  th e  Q a h ta n i ,  s e e  M a 

d e lu n g  “ A p o c a ly p t i c  P r o p h e c i e s  in  H im s ” , 1 5 0 - 5 4 .  H e  o b s e r v e s  (p . 1 5 3 )  t h a t  “ T h e  

Q a h ta n i  th u s  w o u ld  b e  m i r a c u lo u s ly  c h o s e n  to  u n i te  th e  cu s a b . . . . "



266 T h e  T w e lv e  P r in ces

o f  tw e lv e  sh o rt by  tw o . T h e  n a m e s  w ere  e x p u n g e d  d u e  to  th e  cA b b as id  

tren d  o f  th e  tra d itio n is ts .

O n e  m o re  v e rs io n  o f  c A b d a lla h  ib n  cA m r,41 w ith  th e  s a m e  u p p e r  is- 

n a d  o f  M u h a m m a d  ibn S irin , e tc ., c o n firm s  th a t h is  a p o c a ly p se  o rig in a lly  

c o n ta in e d  th e  n a m e s  o f  th e  f ir s t  tw o  S u fy a n id  ru le rs .  T h e  l is t  a g a in  

c o n s is ts  o f  tw o  m a jo r  p a r ts  c o n ta in in g  th is  tim e  f iv e  a n d  s ix  p e rso n s , 

re sp e c tiv e ly . T h e  la t te r  g ro u p  m u s t h a v e  o r ig in a lly  b e e n  o f  se v e n , as in 

th e  p re v io u s  v e rs io n . T h e  f iv e  o f  th e  f irs t g ro u p  a re  th e  f irs t th re e  M e d i 

n a n  ru le r s ,  fo l lo w e d  b y  M u ca w iy a  a n d  h is  so n  Y a z id . M u ca w iy a  is 

p ra ise d  as  th e  “ K in g  o f  th e  H o ly  L a n d ” . T h e  th re e  M e d in a n  c a lip h s  a re  

s in g le d  o u t as th e  m o s t v ir tu o u s  o n  th e  lis t, an d  th e ir  n a m e s  a n d  a p p e lla 

t io n s  a re  sp e lle d  o u t as  in  th e  fo rm e r  v e rs io n s . T h e  a u d ie n c e  th e re u p o n  

p o ses  a q u e s tio n  to  c A b d a lla h  ibn  cA m r: “ W ill y o u  n o t m e n tio n  a l-H a sa n  

an d  a l-H u s a y n ? ” H e th e n  re p e a ts  th e  sa m e  lis t (w ith o u t m e n tio n in g  th e  

la tte r  tw o ), w h ic h  is  an  e x p lic i t  m a n ife s ta tio n  o f  th e  a n ti-S h ici t i l t  o f  th e  

tra d itio n . T h e  se c o n d  g ro u p  o f  s ix  b e g in s  w ith  a l-S a ffa h  a n d  c o n c lu d e s  

w ith  th e  “ C o m m a n d e r  o f  th e  B a n d s ” (a m ir  a l - cusab). T h e  o th e r  fo u r  a re  

S a la m , M a n su r, J a b ir  a n d  A m in . It is fu r th e r  s ta te d  th a t th ey  (i.e . th e  s ix ) 

w ill a ll b e  o f  K a cb ib n  L u 3a y y  (i.e . Q u ra y sh ) , e x c e p t fo r  o n e  (i.e . th e  

C o m m a n d e r  o f  th e  B an d s), w h o  w ill b e  o f  Q ah tan .

In  su m , th e  b as ic  n u m e ric a l s tru c tu re  o f  c A b d a lla h  ib n  cA m r’s l is t  o f  

tw e lv e  se e m s  to  b e  5 - 7 .  T h e  f iv e  a re  th e  f irs t th re e  M e d in a n  ru le rs  p lu s  

th e  f irs t tw o  S u fy a n id s , a n d  th e  se v e n  a re  th e  f irs t  °A b b a s id s  a n d  a  few  

m e ss ia n ic  f ig u re s . S in c e  th e  v a r io u s  v e rs io n s  a c q u ire d  th e ir  f in a l fo rm  in 

cA b b a s id  tim e s , it is c le a r  w h y  in  so m e  o f  th em  th e  tw o  U m a y y a d s  w ere  

e x p u n g e d  a lto g e th e r.

In  fac t, th e re  is o n e  m o re  tra d itio n  w ith  th e  sa m e  n u m e ric a l s tru c tu re  

in  w h ic h  th e  tw o  U m a y y a d s  a re  a g a in  m iss in g , w h ile  tw o  o th e r  f ig u re s  

h av e  b een  a d d e d  in s te a d  o f  th e m . T h e  tra d itio n  is o f  th e  E g y p tia n  H aru n  

ib n  S a cid  a l-A y li (d . A H  2 5 3 ) , a n d  in  it th e  lin k  to  Ish m a e l is a g a in  e x 

p lic it. H a ru n  re la te s  th a t h e  u s e d  to  k n o w  a  Je w  w h o  h a d  b e c o m e  a  M u s 

lim , w h o  fro m  tim e  to  tim e  re a d  to  h im  c h a p te rs  f ro m  th e  B ib le , a n d  

w o u ld  th e n  b u rs t in to  te a rs . O n e  d a y , th e  Jew  re a d  to  h im  th e  fo llo w in g

41 N u ca y m  ib n  H a m m a d ,  6 0 ,  2 4 7 .  C f .  Ib n  S a cd ,  I I I , 1 70 ; Ib n  A b i cA s im , S u n n a ,  n o . 

1 1 5 3 ; D a n i,  F ita n ,  V , n o s . 5 1 2  ( A n a s  ib n  S ir in  in s te a d  o f  M u h a m m a d  ib n  S ir in ) ,  5 1 5 .
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p a ssa g e  fro m  th e  f irs t  b o o k  o f  th e  T o ra h : “ I w ill p ro d u c e  fro m  th e  lo in s  

o f  Ish m a e l tw e lv e  k in g s” . H a ru n  re c o u n te d  th is  to  h is  fr ie n d s , e x p la in in g  

th a t G o d  p ro d u c e d  fro m  th e  lo in s  o f  Ish m a e l tw e lv e  n a tio n s  (u m a m ). T h is  

is n o  d o u b t an  A ra b ic  p re se n ta tio n  o f  th e  H e b re w  g o y  o f  G e n e s is  17 :20. 

H a ru n  c o n tin u e s  th a t th e  “ n a t io n s ” s ta n d  fo r  th e  le a d e rs  ( a ’im m a , s in g . 

im a m )  o f  th e  M u slim s . T h is  is b ased  o n  th e  fac t th a t th e  A ra b ic  w o rd s  fo r  

“ n a tio n s” an d  “ le a d e rs”  s tem  fro m  th e  sam e  ro o t ( \m .m .). H a ru n  g o e s  on  

to  say  th a t th e  f irs t a m o n g  th e  tw e lv e  le a d e rs  a re  M u h a m m a d , A bu  B ak r, 

cU m a r, cU th m a n  a n d  cU m a r  II. T h e s e  a re  f iv e , a n d  s e v e n  re m a in  (to  

e m e rg e ) . H a ru n  c o n c lu d e s  h is  s to ry  w ith  th e  s ta te m e n t th a t h e  th in k s  th a t 

th e  tra d itio n  o f  cA b d a lla h  ib n  cA m r d ra w s  on  th is  B ib lic a l p ro p h e c y .42

In  H a ru n ’s p re se n ta tio n , th e  p re d ic te d  g ro u p  is  a g a in  o f  th e  s tru c tu re  

o f  5 - 7 ,  th e  o n ly  d if fe re n c e  b e in g  th a t th e  c a lip h s  M u ca w iy a  an d  Y a z id  

a re  re p la c e d  by  th e  P ro p h e t a n d  cU m a r  II. T h e  n a m e s  o f  th e  f irs t tw o  

U m a y y a d s  d is a p p e a re d  d u e  to  th e  a n t i-U m a y y a d  (o r  ra th e r , a n ti-S u f-  

y an id ) tre n d  o f  th e  s ta te m e n t. T h e  se c o n d  g ro u p  o f  sev en  is n o t sp ec ified , 

b u t c e r ta in ly  r e p re s e n ts  th e  f irs t  cA b b a s id s , a s  in  th e  a b o v e  tra d itio n s  

a ttr ib u te d  to  cA b d a lla h  ib n  cA m r. T h e  a p o c a ly p tic  m e s s a g e  o f  th e  t r a 

d it io n  is ag a in  v iv id , a s  in d ic a te d  by  th e  e m o tio n a l re a c tio n  o f  th e  c o n 

v e r te d  J e w  a t th e  d is c o v e ry  th a t o n ly  se v e n  le a d e rs  re m a in e d  to  ru le  

b e fo re  th e  E nd.

cA b d a lla h  ib n  cA m r:  K a cb  ib n  L u ’a yy

T h e re  a re  so m e  o th e r  s h o r te r  v e rs io n s  o f  cA b d a lla h  ib n  cA m r in w h ich  

th e  fo c u s  o f  a t te n tio n  h a s  b e e n  sh if te d  fro m  th e  n a m e s  o f  th e  ru le rs  to  

th e ir  g e n e a lo g ic a l d e sc e n t: “ K a cb  ib n  L u 3a y y ” . T h is  g e n e a lo g ic a l d e s ig 

n a tio n  is h e re  a p p lie d  to  th e  e n tire  g ro u p  o f  tw e lv e  a n d  n o t ju s t  to  th e  

°A b b as id s , a s  in  th e  a b o v e  v e rs io n s .

O n e  o f  th e se  g e n e a lo g ic a l v e rs io n s  is c o n ta in e d  in  a  tra d itio n  reco rd ed  

by  N u cay m  ib n  H a m m a d  in w h ich  cA b d a lla h  ib n  cU th m a n  ib n K h u th ay m  

(M e c c a n , d . a h  132) re la te s  th a t °A b d a lla h  ib n  cA m r to o k  th e  M e c c a n  

C o m p a n io n  A b u  1 -T ufay l ( cA m ir  ib n  W a th ila , d . A H  110) b y  th e  h a n d , 

an d  sa id  to  h im :

42 D a n i,  F ita n ,  V , n o . 5 1 6 .
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O h  cA m ir  ib n  W a th i la ,  tw e lv e  c a l ip h s  o f  K a cb  ib n  L u ’ a y y  [w il l  r u le ] ,  a n d  th e n  

f ig h t in g  a n d  k i l l in g  [w il l  p r e v a i l ] ;  f r o m  th e n  o n , p e o p le  w il l  n o  lo n g e r  b e  u n i te d  

u n d e r  o n e  le a d e r ,  u n ti l  th e  H o u r  c o m e s .43

In  th is  c a se , th e  g ro u p  o f  tw e lv e  c a lip h s  is a g a in  d e ta c h e d  fro m  th e  a p o 

c a ly p tic  e n d  o f  w o rld  h is to ry , a s  th e  la s t o f  th e m  is n o t th e  la s t b e fo re  th e  

H o u r, b u t m e re ly  th e  la s t to  e n jo y  th e  u n d iv id e d  s u p p o r t  o f  th e  e n tire  

c o m m u n ity .

T h e  g e n e a lo g ic a l d e s ig n a tio n  “ K a cb  ib n  L u 3a y y ” is u se d  to  le g itim ise  

th e  a u th o rity  o f  th e  tr ib e  o f  Q u ra y sh  an d  to  d e fy  o p p o s in g  c irc le s  su ch  as  

th e  Q a h ta n is ,  w h o  d id  n o t a c k n o w le d g e  th e  le g i t im a te  r ig h t  o f  th e  

Q u ra sh i c a lip h s  to  le a d  th e  Is la m ic  c o m m u n ity . O f  c o u rs e , th is  v e rs io n  

c o u ld  a lso  u se  th e  n a m e  o f  a  m o re  fa m o u s  Q u ra sh i a n c e s to r , i.e. Q u sa y y , 

b u t th e re  w a s  a  v e ry  g o o d  re a s o n  to  p r e f e r  th e  m o re  re m o te  a n 

c e s to r— K a cb ib n  L u Day y . W h e re a s  Q u sa y y  is th e  a n c e s to r  o f  th e  H a- 

sh im is  (S h i° is  a n d  cA b b a s id s )  as w e ll a s  o f  th e  U m a y y a d s , K a cb  is a lso  

th e  a n c e s to r  o f  T a y m  a n d  cA d i, th e  c la n s  o f  A b u  B a k r  a n d  cU m ar, re s 

p e c tiv e ly . T h e  t ra d i t io n  th u s  im p lie s  th e  le g it im a c y  o f  th e  ru le  o f  th e  

U m a y y a d s  a s  w e ll a s  o f  th e  f ir s t  M e d in a n  c a lip h s . T h e  n a m e  o f  Q u sa y y  

w o u ld  n o t h a v e  s e rv e d  th is  p u rp o se , b e c a u se  it  c o v e rs  a  n a rro w e r  sec tio n  

o f  Q u ra y sh . In d e e d , h is  n a m e  is  s a id  to  h a v e  b e e n  p re fe r re d  m a in ly  by  

S h icIs w ish in g  to  e x c lu d e  A b u  B ak r a n d  cU m a r  fro m  th e  lis t o f  le g itim a te  

Q u ra sh i c a lip h s .44

It sh o u ld  b e  n o te d  th a t in  a n o th e r  le ss  c u rre n t v e rs io n  o f  th e  s ta te m e n t 

m a d e  b y  c A b d a lla h  ib n  cA m r to  A b u  1 -T ufay l, th e  a n c e s to r ’s n a m e  is 

so m e w h a t d if fe re n t,  cA m r ib n  K a cb. H e re  th e  p ro p h e c y  is a t tr ib u te d  to  

th e  P ro p h e t h im se lf , w h o  re p o r te d ly  s ta ted : “ W h e n  tw e lv e  p e o p le  o f  th e  

so n s  o f  ° A m r ib n  K a °b  h a v e  ru le d  (m a la k a ), k il l in g  a n d  f ig h tin g  w ill 

b e g in ” .45 T h e  g e n e a lo g ic a l  d e s ig n a t io n  is  s o m e w h a t o b s c u re  h e re , b e 

c a u se  n o n e  o f  th e  ru lin g  c a lip h s  e x c e p t A b u  B a k r  b e lo n g e d  to  cA m r ib n  

K a cb, a  su b g ro u p  o f  th e  B a n u  T a y m .46

43 N u ca y m  ib n  H a m m a d ,  5 2 . S e e  a ls o  F a th  a l - b a r i ,  X II I ,  1 8 3 - 8 4 .

44 M .J .  K is t e r ,  “ S o c ia l  a n d  R e l ig io u s  C o n c e p t s  o f  A u th o r i ty  in  I s l a m ” , J e r u s a le m  

S tu d ie s  in  A r a b ic  a n d  I s la m  18 ( 1 9 9 4 ) ,  9 7 .

45 T a b a r a n i ',  A w s a t ,  IV , n o . 3 8 6 5 ; M a j m a c a l - z a w a Jid ,  V , 19 3  ( f r o m  T a b a r a n i ) .

46 O n  th e  m e m b e r s  o f  cA m r  ib n  K a cb  s e e  e .g .  Ib n  Q u d a m a ,  A n s a b  a l - Q u r a s h iy y in ,
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cA b d a lla h  ib n  cU m a r

A n o th e r  s ta te m e n t u s in g  th e  n a m e  o f  K a cb ib n  L u 3a y y  is a v a ila b le  in  a 

M e d in a n  tra d itio n  o f  cA b d a lla h  ib n  cU m a r  (d . a h  7 3 ), w h o se  n a m e  is 

o f te n  in te rc h a n g e d  w ith  th a t o f  cA b d a lla h  ib n  cA m r.47 Ib n  cU m a r is sa id  

to  h a v e  a d d re s se d  an  a u d ie n c e  o f  Q u ra y sh  c o m p ris in g  m e m b e rs  o f  K a°b  

ibn  L u 3ay y , say in g : “T h e re  w ill b e  tw e lv e  c a lip h s  fro m  y o u ” .

P r o p h e t ic  V e r s io n s

M o st p r e v a le n t a re  th e  v e rs io n s  w h ic h  a re  tra c e d  b a c k  to  th e  P ro p h e t 

h im se lf . T h e se  b r in g  to  c u lm in a tio n  th e  d ise n g a g e m e n t o f  th e  a p o c a ly p se  

o f  th e  tw e lv e  le a d e rs  f ro m  th e  B ib le , in  th a t it n o w  e n tire ly  o r ig in a te s  

fro m  th e  p ro p h e tic  p o w e rs  o f  M u h a m m a d  an d  n o t fro m  a  sc rip tu re .

M u h a m m a d ’s v e rs io n s  to o  a re  fo c u se d  o n  th e  g e n e a lo g ic a l d e sc e n t o f  

th e  tw e lv e , w h ic h  is  d e s ig n a te d  as  “ Q u ra y s h ” .48 T h is  is n o t a  n a m e  o f  a 

sp e c if ic  a n c e s to r  b u t ra th e r  a  c o lle c tiv e  d e s ig n a tio n  th a t h a s  n o  d e f in ite  

g e n e a lo g ic a l  f ra m e w o rk . T h e s e  v e rs io n s  c o u ld  s u it  m a n y  I s la m ic  f a c 

tio n s— U m a y y a d s ,49 °A b b as id s , a s  w e ll a s  S h i° is— a n d  th e re fo re  g a in ed  a 

u n iv e rsa l s ta tu s , e v e n tu a lly  b e c o m in g  p a r t  o f  th e  m a in s tre a m  o f  Is la m ic  

h a d ith . H e re  th e y  s e rv e  th e  m a in  p u rp o s e  sh a re d  b y  m a n y  o th e r  a n ti-  

h e re tic a l tra d itio n s , n a m e ly , to  u n ite  th e  u m m a  b e h in d  th e  le a d e rsh ip  o f  

th e  Q u rash i c a lip h s .50

In  m o s t o f  th e se  c a n o n ic a l v e rs io n s , th e  C o m p a n io n  q u o tin g  th e  P ro 

p h e t is th e  K u fa n  J a b ir  ib n  S a m u ra  a l-S u w a Di (d . a h  74). A s  in d ic a te d  by  

h is  n isb a ,  h e  s tem s  fro m  th e  c la n  o f  S u w a 3a, w h o  h a d  th e ir  o w n  q u a r te r  

in  K u fa .51 T h e  S u w a 3a b e lo n g e d  to  cA m ir  ib n  S a cs a ca , a  s u b g ro u p  o f  

M u d a r  to  w h ic h  th e  Q u ra y sh  a lso  b e lo n g e d . H e n c e , it is o n ly  n a tu ra l th a t

3 0 5 - 1 9 .

47 N u ca y m  ib n  H a m m a d ,  5 2 .  T h e  is n a d :  M u h a m m a d  ib n  Z a y d  ib n  a l - M u h a j i r  a l-  

Q u r a s h i  ( M e d in a n )  <— T a lh a  ib n  cA b d a l la h  ib n  cA w f  a l - Z u h r i  ( M e d in a n ,  d .  AH 9 7 )  <— 

Ib n  cU m a r .

48 C f . K is te r ,  “ C o n c e p ts  o f  A u th o r i ty ” , 9 6 ,  w i th  n . 3 6 .

49 T h u s  M u 'a w i y a  is  s a id  to  h a v e  a d d u c e d  a  s t a te m e n t  o f  th e  P r o p h e t  a s s e r t i n g  th e  

r ig h t  o f  Q u r a y s h  to  ru le . S e e  T a b a r a n i ,  A w s a t ,  IV , n o . 3 1 5 2 .

50 F o r  o th e r  s u c h  t r a d i t io n s  s e e  K is te r ,  “ C o n c e p ts  o f  A u th o r i ty ” , p a s s im .

51 T d r ik h  B a g h d a d ,  I, 1 8 6 .



270 T h e  T w e lve  P r in c es

a  P ro p h e tic  u tte ra n c e  le g itim is in g  th e  r ig h t o f  Q u ra y sh  to  le a d  th e  M u s 

lim s  sh o u ld  b e  tra n sm itte d  o n  th e  a u th o rity  o f  th is  J a b ir  ib n  S am u ra . T h e  

fac t th a t J a b ir  is K u fa n  m a y  in d ic a te  a  c e r ta in  sy m p a th y  fo r  cA ll, p a r 

t ic u la r ly  s in c e  h is  m o th e r  w as  th e  s is te r  o f  S a cd ib n  A b i W a q q a s , a  re 

n o w n e d  Q u ra s h i (Z u h r i)  s u p p o r te r  o f  cA li.52 In  th is  c a s e ,  th e  te rm  

“ Q u ra y s h ” , w h ic h  h a s  re p la c e d  th e  la b e l K a cb ib n  L u 3a y y , w o u ld  c e r 

ta in ly  s ta n d  ju s t  fo r  th e  H a s h im i b ra n c h  o f  Q u ra y sh . H e n c e , it m a y  be 

a s su m e d  th a t a lre a d y  in  th e  la te  U m a y y a d  p e r io d — w h ic h  is w h e n  th e  

p re se n t v e rs io n s  se e m  to  h a v e  o r ig in a te d — th e  a p o c a ly p se  o f  th e  tw e lv e  

w as  b e g in n in g  to  a s su m e  a  H a sh im i c o n n o ta tio n  w h ic h  c o u ld  su it b o th  

th e  S h icis  a n d  th e  cA b b a s id s  (a n d  th is  h a d  o c c u r re d  w e ll b e fo re  th e  

d e f in i te  S h ici T w e lv e r  d o g m a  c a m e  in to  e x is te n c e 53). H o w e v e r , th e  

in c lu s io n  o f  J a b ir ’s tra d itio n  in  se v e ra l S u n n i c o m p ila tio n s  m e a n s  th a t the 

ti tle  “ Q u ra y s h ”  w as  ta k e n  b y  th e  a u th o rs  o f  th e se  c o m p ila t io n s  in  its 

b ro a d e r  sen se  c o m p ris in g  th e  U m a y y a d  a n d  th e  cA b b a s id  c a lip h s  a lik e .

M o s t v e rs io n s  o f  J a b ir ’s tra d itio n  p re se rv e  th e  b as ic  o r ig in a l s tru c tu re  

o f  th e  a p o c a ly p se  o f  th e  tw e lv e , th e  n a m e  Q u ra y sh  re m a in in g  a s e c o n 

d a ry  e le m e n t in  it. T h is  is th e  c a se  in  th e  v e rs io n  re c o rd e d  b y  a l-B u k h a ri 

in  h is  S a h ih ,  in  th e  “ b o o k ” o f  A h k a m  (“ A d m in is tra tio n ” ).54 H e re  J a b ir  is 

q u o te d  b y  th e  Q u ra sh i S u c c e s s o r  cA b d  a l-M a lik  ib n  cU m a y r  (K u fa n , d. 

a h  136), w h o  re la te s  th a t J a b ir  sa id :

I h e a r d  th e  P r o p h e t  s a y :  “ T h e r e  w il l  b e  tw e lv e  l e a d e r s  ( a m ir ) ”. T h e n  h e  s a id  

s o m e th in g  w h ic h  I d id  n o t  h e a r .  M y  f a th e r  s a id :  “ H e  ( i .e .  th e  P r o p h e t )  s a id  th a t  

a ll  o f  th e m  [ w o u ld  b e ]  o f  Q u r a y s h .”

In  th is  tra d itio n , th e  ti tle  Q u ra y sh  h a s  b e e n  a n n e x e d  to  th e  a p o c a ly p se  

th ro u g h  th e  in te rv e n tio n  o f  J a b i r ’s fa th e r ,  w h o  th u s  c o r ro b o ra te s  th e  

a u th e n tic ity  o f  th e  ad d itio n . T h e  c o n f irm a to ry  ro le  o f  th e  fa th e r  is e s s e n 

52 F o r  J a b i r ’s m o t h e r  s e e  Ib n  cA s a k i r  (M u k h ta s a r ) , V , 3 5 6 . F o r  S a cd ’s p r o - cA lid  

u t te r a n c e s  s e e ,  ibid., IX , 2 6 9 .

53 A n d  s e e  a l s o  K o h lb e r g ’s c o m m e n t  o n  th e s e  v e r s io n s  in  h is  “ F r o m  I m a m iy y a  to  

I t h n a - cA s h a r iy y a ” , 5 3 0 :  “ In  fa c t ,  i t  is  n o t  in c o n c e iv a b le  th a t  th is  t r a d i t io n  w a s  o r ig in a l ly  

a im e d  a g a in s t  th e  U m a y y a d s ,  w h i le  u p h o ld in g  th e  r ig h t  o f  Q u r a y s h  to  r u l e ” .

54 B u k h a r i ,  S a h ih ,  IX , 101 ( 9 3 :5 1 ) .  S e e  a l s o  A h m a d ,  M u s n a d ,  V , 9 3 ;  D a n i ,  F ita n ,  V , 

n o . 5 0 7 ;  T a b a r a n i ,  K a b ir ,  II , n o s . 1 8 7 5 , 2 0 6 2 ; B a y h a q i ,  D a ld ’ il , V I , 5 1 9 .
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t ia l ,  b e c a u s e  J a b ir  h im s e lf ,  w h o  d ie d  m o re  th a n  6 0  y e a rs  a f te r  th e  

P ro p h e t’s d e a th , m u s t h a v e  b e e n  v e ry  y o u n g  d u rin g  th e  P ro p h e t’s li fe 

tim e . T h e re fo re , th e  a ttr ib u tio n  o f  su c h  a  c ru c ia l P ro p h e tic  s ta te m e n t to  

h im  h a d  to  b e  a f f irm e d  by  an  a d u lt w h o  w as m a d e  p a r t o f  th e  a u d ie n c e  

a d d re sse d  b y  th e  P ro p h e t.

T h e  te x t o f  the  tra d itio n  o f  J a b ir  a s  q u o te d  by  th e  s a m e  cA b d  a l-M a lik  

ib n  cU m a y r  is d if fe re n t in  M u s lim ’s S a h ih , w h e re  it o c c u rs  in  th e  “ b o o k ” 

o f  Im a ra  ( “ A u th o r ity ” ).55 In s te a d  o f  y a k u n : “T h e re  w ill be  [tw e lv e  le a d 

e r s ]” , it o p e n s  w ith  la  y a za lu  (“ w ill n o t c e a se  to ”), w h ic h  sh if ts  th e  fo cu s  

o f  a t te n tio n  fro m  th e ir  n u m b e r  to  th e  s itu a tio n  e x p e c te d  to  p re v a il u n d e r  

th em . W ith  su c h  a  te x tu a l se ttin g , th e  a p o c a ly p se  h as  b e e n  m a d e  to  c o n 

v e y  th e  id e a  th a t th e  le a d e rs  o f  Q u ra y sh  a re  a  so u rc e  fo r  c o n so lid a tio n , 

su ccess  a n d  v ic to ry . T h e  n u m b e r 12 is th u s  a g a in  d e p riv e d  o f  its a b so lu te  

s ig n if ic a n c e , b e in g  ta k e n  to  re p re se n t o n ly  th e  le a d e rs  p o s se ss in g  th e se  

b le sse d  q u a litie s . T h e  p re se n t P ro p h e tic  s ta te m e n t ru n s  as fo llo w s:

T h e  a f f a i r  ( a m r )  o f  th e  p e o p le  w il l  n o t c e a s e  {la yazalu)  to  p ro c e e d  (madiyan), a s

lo n g  a s  tw e lv e  p e r s o n s  le a d  th e m .

T h is  is fo llo w e d  b y  th e  a d d itio n  o f  th e  Q u ra y sh  c la u se  by  J a b ir ’s fa th e r.

T h e  in te rc h a n g e  o f  ya k u n  an d  la  y a z a lu  a lso  ta k e s  p la c e  in  th e  t r a d i 

t io n  o f  J a b ir  a s  tra n sm itte d  on  h is  a u th o rity  by  o th e r  K u fa n  S u c c e sso rs . 

O n e  o f  th e m  is S im a k  ib n  H a rb  a l-B a k r i (K u fa n , d . a h  123). H is  ya k u n  

v e rs io n  w as  re c o rd e d  by  a l-T irm id h i in  th e  se c tio n  o f  F ita n ,56 a n d  h as  

b e e n  re p e a te d  in  se v e ra l o th e r  so u rc e s .57 In  so m e  o f  th e m , S im a k  is ju s t  

o n e  o f  a  g ro u p  o f  S u c c e s so rs  q u o tin g  Ja b ir , a n d  th e  n a m e  o f  Q u ra y sh  is 

a d d e d  to  th e  a p o c a ly p se  e i th e r  by  J a b ir ’s fa th e r  o r  by  u n id e n tif ie d  p e r 

so n s  p re se n t in  th e  a u d ie n c e . S im a k ’s la  y a z a lu  v e rs io n  o f  J a b ir ’s tra d i 

55 M u s l im , V I , 3 (3 3 : Bab al-nas tabac li-Quraysh). S e e  a ls o  A h m a d , Musnad, V , 9 7 , 

9 7 - 9 8 ,  9 8 ,  1 0 1 , 1 0 7 ; T a b a r a n i ,  K abir, I I , n o .  1 8 7 6  ( th e  c la u s e  a b o u t  Q u r a y s h  is  m i s 

s in g ) .

56 T i r m id h i /T uhfa, V I, 4 7 1 - 7 4  (3 1 :4 8 ) .

57 Ib n  a l - J a c d , Musnad, n o . 2 6 6 0  ( w i th  o th e r  S u c c e s s o r s  q u o t in g  J a b i r ) ;  A h m a d ,  

Musnad, V , 9 0 , 9 2 ,  9 4 ,  9 5 ,  9 9 ,  1 0 8 ; T a b a r a n i ,  Kabir, I I , n o s .  1 8 9 6 , 1 9 2 3 , 1 9 3 6 , 2 0 0 7  

( sa-yaqum  in s te a d  o f  yakun), 2 0 4 4 , 2 0 6 3  (w ith  o th e r  S u c c e s s o r s  q u o t in g  J a b i r ) ,  2 0 7 0 .
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tion  w as  re c o rd e d  in  th e  c o m p ila tio n s  o f  M u slim  an d  Ib n  H ib b a n .58 In  it 

th e  P ro p h e t s ta te s  th a t Is la m  w ill n o t c e a se  (la  y a z a lu )  to  b e  s tro n g  an d  

s tab le  ( ca z iz ) u n til tw e lv e  c a lip h s  [h av e  ru le d ] . In  th is  v e rs io n , th e  P ro 

p h e tic  s ta te m e n t is a g a in  c o m p le te d  by  J a b i r ’s fa th e r , w h o  te lls  h is  so n  

th a t th e  P ro p h e t sa id  th a t all th e  le a d e rs  w ill be  o f  Q u ray sh .

In  th e  a p o c a ly p se  o f  th e  tw e lv e  le a d e rs , a s  q u o te d  fro m  J a b ir  by  a l-  

A sw ad  ib n S a cid  a l-H a m d a n i (K u fan  ?), th e  n a m e  o f  Q u ra y sh  is in c lu d e d  

in th e  in itia l P ro p h e tic  s ta te m e n t a n d  y e t a n o th e r  s u p p le m e n ta ry  c la u se  is 

ad d e d  to  th e  a p o c a ly p se ; it c o n ta in s  a  s ta te m e n t to  th e  e f fe c t th a t  a f te r  

tw e lv e  le a d e rs  o f  Q u ra y sh  h a v e  ru le d , a  c h a o tic  s ta g e  in  h is to ry  w ill 

b eg in . T h e  la t te r  s ta te m e n t is a d d e d  to  th e  a p o c a ly p s e  by  th e  P ro p h e t 

h im se lf. T h is  se ttin g  o f  th e  a p o c a ly p se  is a g a in  a v a ila b le  in  tw o  v e rs io n s , 

o n e— re c o rd e d  by  Ib n  H ib b a n 59— b eg in s  w ith  y a k u n ,  th e  o th e r— re c o rd e d  

by A b u  D a w u d 60— w ith  la  y a za lu .  In  th e  la  y a z a lu  v e rs io n , th e  P ro p h e t 

s ta tes  th a t th e  Is la m ic  u m m a  w ill n o t c e a se  to  b e  su c c e ss fu l a n d  v ic to r i 

o u s  u n til tw e lv e  c a l ip h s  o f  Q u ra y s h  h a v e  ru le d . In  b o th  v e rs io n s , th e  

P ro p h e t m a k e s  h is  in itia l p ro p h e c y  th e n  re tu rn s  h o m e , w h e re  th e  p e o p le  

o f  Q u ra y sh  a sk  h im : “ A n d  th e n  w h a t? ” T h e  P ro p h e t rep lie s : “ T h e n  th e re  

w ill be k il lin g  (a l-h a r j )” . Im p lic it h e re  is th e  id e a  th a t le a d e rs  su c c e e d in g  

the tw e lv e  w ill no  lo n g e r  b e  a b le  to  p re v e n t c iv il w a rs  a m o n g  M u slim s.

F u r th e r  K u fa n  v e rs io n s  o f  th e  tra d itio n  o f  J a b ir  a p p e a r  in  th e  c a n o n i 

c a l h a d ith  c o m p ila tio n s , an d  m o s t o f  th e m  a re  a s se m b le d  in th e  S a h ih  o f  

M u slim  in  th e  “ b o o k ”  o f  Im a r a .  A ll o f  th e m  a re  o f  th e  la  y a z a lu  ty p e . 

O n e  is q u o te d  fro m  J a b ir  by  th e  K u fan  H u sa y n  ib n  cA b d  a l-R a h m a n  a l- 

S u lam i (d . a h  136). T h e  p a tte rn  is id e n tic a l to  th e  a b o v e  la  y a z a lu  t ra d i 

tio n s: th e  P ro p h e t s ta te s  th a t  th e  a f fa ir  o f  th e  M u s lim s  w ill p re v a il  u n til 

tw e lv e  c a lip h s  h a v e  ru le d , a n d  J a b ir ’s fa th e r  p ro v id e s  th e  c o m p le m e n ta ry

58 M u s l im ,  V I , 3  ( 3 3 :  Bab al-nas tabac li-Quraysh)\ Ib n  H ib b a n ,  Sahih, X V , n o . 

6 6 6 2 . S e e  a ls o  A h m a d ,  Musnad, V , 9 0 ,  1 0 0 , 1 0 6 ; T a y a l i s i ,  Musnad, n o . 1 2 7 8 ; T a b a r a n i ,  

Kabir, II , n o . 1 9 6 4 .

59 Ib n  H ib b a n , Sahih, X V , n o . 6 6 6 1 . S e e  a ls o  Ib n  a l - J a cd , Musnad, n o . 2 6 6 2 ;  A h m a d , 

Musnad, V , 9 2 .

60 A b u  D a w u d , II , 4 2 1  (3 5 :1 ) .  T h e  v e r s io n  h e r e  is  in c o m p le te .  F o r  th e  c o m p le te  o n e ,  

s e e  T a b a r a n i ,  Kabir, I I , n o .  2 0 5 9 ;  idem, Awsat, V II ,  n o . 6 3 7 8 ;  B a y h a q i ,  DalaHl, V I, 

5 2 0 .
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c la u se  a b o u t Q u ra y s h .61 A  y a k u n  v e rs io n  w ith  th e  s a m e  u p p e r  isn a d  

(o p e n in g  w ith  th e  e q u iv a le n t ya q u m )  is a lso  a v a ila b le , b u t d id  n o t g a in  

e n tra n ce  in to  th e  can o n ic a l c o m p ila tio n s .62

In  a n o th e r  la  y a z a lu  t ra d itio n  o f  J a b ir  ib n  S a m u ra , a s  re c o rd e d  by  

M u slim  63 th is  C o m p a n io n  is q u o te d  by  a l-S h a cbi. A l-S h a cb i ’s tra n s m is 

s io n  is w id e ly  c u rre n t, a lso  a p p e a rin g  in  A b u  D a w u d  an d  Ib n  H ib b a n ;64 

m o re  d e ta ile d  v e rs io n s  o f  h is , w h ic h  in c lu d e  th e  tim e  a n d  p la c e  o f  th e  

a n n o u n c e m e n t, a p p e a r  in  s e v e ra l c o m p ila t io n s .65 T h e  tim e  is  M u h a m 

m a d ’s fa re w e ll p ilg r im a g e , a n d  th e  p la c e  is e i th e r  M in a  o r  cA ra fa , tw o  

w e ll-k n o w n  s ta tio n s  o f  th e  M e c c a n  ha jj. T h e  p a tte rn  in all th e  v e rs io n s  

rem a in s  th e  sam e  (th e  Q u ra y sh  c la u se  is c o n f irm e d  by  J a b ir ’s fa th e r) , b u t 

is so m e tim e s  c o n c ise , th e  Q u ra y sh  c la u se  b e in g  q u o te d  d ire c tly  fro m  th e  

P ro p h e t w ith o u t th e  fa th e r ’s m e d ia tio n .66 In  o n e  c a se , th e  Q u ra y sh  c la u se  

is e n tire ly  m is s in g .67 A  ya k u n  v e rs io n  o f  a l -S h a cb i ’s tra n sm iss io n  is a lso  

a v a ila b le , b u t d id  n o t g a in  e n tra n c e  in to  c a n o n ic a l c o m p ila tio n s .68 It is 

s ta ted  h e re  th a t tw e lv e  ru le rs  (q a y y im ) w ill ru le , a n d  w h o e v e r  a b a n d o n s  

th e m  c a n  c a u s e  th e m  n o  h a rm . T h e  Q u ra y sh  c la u se  is th e n  p ro v id e d  by 

J a b ir ’s fa th e r.

A n o th e r  K u fa n  v e rs io n  o f  J a b ir ’s tra d itio n  is fo u n d  in  A b u  D a w u d ’s 

S u n a n . T h is  o n e  is q u o te d  fro m  J a b ir  b y  A b u  K h a lid  a l-A h m a s i, a n d  is 

a g a in  o f  th e  la  y a z a lu  ty p e . T h e  c la u se  a b o u t Q u ra y sh  is p ro v id e d  by  

J a b ir ’s fa th e r .69 H o w e v e r , in a ra re  v e rs io n  o f  th e  sam e  tra n sm is s io n  th e  

c la u se  a d d u c e d  by  th e  fa th e r  d o e s  n o t m e n tio n  Q u ra y sh , b u t m e re ly  s ta te s  

th a t all tw e lv e  c a lip h s  w ill e n jo y  th e  su p p o rt o f  th e  en tire  u m m a .10 T h e re

61 M u s l im ,  V I , 3 (3 3 :  Bab al-nas tabac li-Quraysh). S e e  a ls o  T a b a r a n i ,  K abir , 11, n o . 

2 0 6 8 .

62 T a b a r a n i ,  K abir , II , n o . 2 0 6 7 .

63 M u s l im , V I, 3 , 3 - 4  (3 3 : Bab al-nas tabac li-Quraysh).

64 A b u  D a w u d , II , 4 2 1  (3 5 :1 ) ;  Ib n  H ib b a n , Sahih, X V , n o . 6 6 6 3 .

65 A h m a d , Musnad , V , 8 7 * * , 8 8 , 9 0 ,  9 3 * * ,  9 6 * * ,  9 8 * * ,  9 9 * * * ,  10 1 ; T a b a r a n i ,  Kabir, 

I I , n o s . 1 7 9 1 , 1 7 9 5 - 1 8 0 1 .

66 N u ca y m  ib n  H a m m a d ,  5 2 .

67 T a b a r a n i ,  Kabir, II , n o . 1 7 9 2 .

68 Ibid., II , n o . 1 7 9 4 .; idem, Awsat, I I I , n o . 2 9 4 3 ; A b u  N u ca y m , Hilya, IV , 3 3 3 .

69 A b u  D a w u d ,  II , 4 2 1  ( 3 5 :1 ) .  S e e  a l s o  Ib n  A b i cA s im , Sunna, n o . 1 1 2 3 ; B a y h a q i ,  

Dala^il, V I, 5 1 9 - 2 0 .

70 T a b a r a n i ,  Kabir, II , n o . 1 8 4 9 .
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is a lso  a  v e rs io n  in w h ich  th e  S u c c e s so r  q u o tin g  J a b ir  is ca lle d  A bu K h a 

lid  a l-W a lib i (K u fan , d . a h  100). In  th is  v e rs io n , w h ich  w as n o t re c o rd e d  

in th e  c a n o n ic a l c o m p ila t io n s  o f  h a d ith , th e  n a m e  o f  Q u ra y sh  is p a rt o f  

th e  in itia l la  y a za lu  s ta te m e n t o f  th e  P ro p h e t, th e  fa th e r  p la y in g  h e re  n o  

p a rt a t a ll.71

A sid e  fro m  th e  n u m e ro u s  K u fa n  v e rs io n s  o f  J a b ir ’s tra d itio n , th e re  is 

a  M ed in an  o n e  w h ic h  w as a lso  re c o rd e d  in  M u s l im ’s S a h ih .  T h is  is q u o t 

e d  fro m  J a b ir  by  th e  M e d in a n  cA m ir  ib n  S a cd  ib n  A b i W a q q a s  (d . a h  

104); b e in g  S a cd ’s so n , h e  w as  a  c o u s in  o f  Ja b ir , w h o , as seen  a b o v e , w as  

th e  so n  o f  S a cd ’s s is te r . T h is  v e rs io n  o p e n s  w ith  a  s to ry  o f  S a cd, w h o  

re la te s  th a t h e  o n c e  se n t a le tte r  to  J a b ir  a sk in g  h im  to  im p a rt to  h im  so m e 

o f  th e  tra d itio n s  h e  h ad  h e a rd  fro m  th e  P ro p h e t. In  re sp o n se , J a b ir  w ro te  

d o w n  fo r  h im  so m e  o f  th e se  tra d itio n s , a ll o f  w h ic h  w ere  e sc h a to lo g ic a l. 

T h e  firs t is th e  a p o c a ly p se  o f  th e  tw e lv e , w h ic h  J a b ir  say s  w as a n n o u n c e d  

by  th e  P ro p h e t on  a c e r ta in  F rid a y . It is a g a in  o f  th e  la  y a za lu  ty p e , an d  

th e  n am e o f  Q u ra y sh  fo rm s  p a r t o f  th e  in itia l s ta tem en t: “ T h e  re lig io n  [o f 

Is la m ] w ill n o t c e a se  to  p re v a i l  ti ll  th e  H o u r  (a l- s a ca ) c o m e s , o r  ti l l  

tw e lv e  c a lip h s  h a v e  ru le d  o v e r  y o u , a ll o f  w h o m  a re  o f  Q u ra y sh .”72 T h is  

c o n c lu d e s  th e  ca n o n ic a l c o m p ila tio n s .

In  o th e r  so u rc e s , o n e  m a y  f in d  fu r th e r  v e rs io n s  o f  J a b ir ’s s ta te m e n t 

q u o te d  fro m  h im  by  le ss  re n o w n e d  S u c c e sso rs . A ll o f  th e m  a re  o f  th e  la  

y a za lu  ty p e , a n d  th e  S u c c e s s o rs  q u o tin g  th e m  fro m  J a b ir  a re  m o s tly  

K u fan : cU b a y d a lla h  ib n  a l-Q ib t iy y a  (=  Ib n  A b i cA b b ad ),73 a l-M u sa y y a b  

ibn  R a f ic (d . a h  105),74 Z iy a d  ib n  ° Ilaq a  (d . A H  1 5 3 ),75 an d  M a cb ad  ibn  

K h a lid  (d . a h  11 8 ).76 In  th e ir  v e rs io n s  J a b i r ’s fa th e r  is ab se n t, th e  c la u se  

“a ll o f  th em  a re  o f  Q u ra y sh ”  b e in g  q u o te d  d ire c tly  fro m  th e  P ro p h e t. T h e  

fa th e r re a p p e a rs  in  th e  v e rs io n  o f  a c e r ta in  a l-N a d r  ib n  S a lih ,77 a n d  o f  th e

71 A h m a d , Musnad, V , 1 07 ; D a n i ,  Fitan, II , n o . 1 99; V , n o . 5 0 6 ;  T a b a r a n i ,  Kabir, II , 

n o . 1 8 5 2 .

72 M u s l im , V I, 4  (3 3 :  Bab al-nas tabac li-Quraysh). S e e  a ls o  A h m a d ,  Musnad, V , 8 6 , 

8 7 - 8 8 ;  T a b a r a n i ,  Kabir, II , n o s . 1 8 0 8 , 1 8 0 9 .

73 T a b a r a n i ,  Kabir, II, n o . 1 8 4 1 ; idem, Awsat, IV , n o . 8 6 3 .

74 Idem, Kabir, II , n o . 1 8 8 3 .

75 Ibid., n o . 2 0 6 1 .

76 Idem, Awsat, IV , n o . 3 9 5 0 .

77 Idem, Kabir, II , n o . 2 0 6 0 .
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B a sra n  ‘ A ta 3 ib n  A b i M a y m u n a  (d . a h  1 3 1 ).78 T h e  la tte r  v e rs io n  is o f  th e  

ya k u n  ty p e , an d  th e  c la u se  “ a ll o f  th e m  a re  o f  Q u ra y s h ” is c o n f irm e d  to  

J a b ir  by  h is  fa th e r  as  w e ll as  by  cU m a r  ib n  a l-K h a tta b . T h e  tw e lv e  le a d 

e rs  a re  d e p ic te d  as  c o n fro n tin g  f irm ly  th e ir  f o e s ’ en m ity .

A m o n g  th e  tra d i t io n s  th a t d id  n o t g a in  e n tra n c e  in to  th e  c a n o n ic a l 

c o m p ila tio n s , o n e  is re la te d  o n  th e  a u th o rity  o f  a  d if fe re n t C o m p a n io n , 

n am e ly , A b u  J u h a y fa  a l-S u w a 3I (W a h b  ibn cA b d a llah , d . a h  74 ), a fe llo w  

tr ib e sm a n  o f  J a b ir  ib n  S a m u ra  w h o  w as  an  o ff ic ia l in  cA li’s a d m in is tra 

t io n .79 H is  tra d itio n 80 is tra n sm itte d  b y  h is  so n  cA w n , an d  its b asic  p a tte rn  

is th e  sa m e  as  th a t o f  J a b ir  ib n  S a m u ra ’s tra d itio n s . A s  w ith  th e  la tte r , 

A b u  J u h a y fa  is a s s u m e d  to  h a v e  b e e n  u n d e ra g e  d u r in g  th e  P ro p h e t’s 

life tim e , a n d  th e  c la u se  “ all o f  th e m  a re  o f  Q u ra y s h ” is a g a in  c o n firm e d  

to  h im  b y  an  a d u lt, th is  tim e  h is  u n c le . T h e  a p o c a ly p se  its e lf  is o f  th e  la  

y a za lu  ty p e .

T o  su m  u p  th e  a p o c a ly p se  o f  the  tw e lv e  in its “ Q u ra y sh  fo rm ” , th e  C o m 

p a n io n s  to  w h o m  it w as  a ttr ib u te d  as  a  P ro p h e tic  u tte ra n c e  a re  o f  M u d a r  

(S u w a 3a o f  cA m ir  ib n  S a cs a ca) an d  p ro b a b ly  o f  p ro -cA lid  in c lin a tio n s , 

w h ic h  m e a n s  th a t th e  c o m b in a tio n  o f  th e  p ro p h e c y  a b o u t th e  tw e lv e  

le a d e rs  a n d  th e  c la u se  “ a ll o f  th e m  a re  o f  Q u ra y s h ” m a y  h a v e  h a d  its  

o r ig in  in  cA lid  c irc le s . H o w e v e r , th e  a p o c a ly p se  g a in e d  w id e  c irc u la tio n  

in th e  S u n n i so u rc e s , in c lu d in g  c a n o n ic a l c o m p ila tio n s , w h ic h  m e an s  th a t 

th e  t i t le  “ Q u ra y s h ” w as  ta k e n  b y  th e  c o m p ile r s  in  its b ro a d e s t s e n se , 

w h ich  p e r ta in s  to  th e  e n tire  lin e  o f  S u n n i ca lip h s .

T h e  tw o  p a t te rn s  o f  th e  s tru c tu re  o f  th e  a p o c a ly p s e — ya ku n  a n d  la  

y a z a lu — re fle c t tw o  fo ca l p o in ts  o f  th e  p ro p h e c y . In  th e  ya k u n  ty p e , th e  

e m p h a s is  is o n  th e  n u m b e r  o f  th e  le a d e rs , a s  it is a lso  in  th e  e a r l ie s t S y r 

ia n  v e rs io n s  o f  th e  a p o c a ly p se . In  th e  s e c o n d , s tre s s  is p la c e d  o n  th e  

s itu a tio n  p re v a i l in g  u n d e r  th e  le a d e rsh ip  o f  th e  tw e lv e  le a d e rs , w h ic h  

im p lie s  th a t th e ir  n u m b e r  is n o t ab so lu te ; th is  s tru c tu re  m a y  th e re fo re  be

78 I b id . ,  n o . 2 0 7 3 ;  M a j m a c a l - z a w a 'id ,  V , 194 .

79 Ib n  H a ja r ,  T a h d h ib ,  X I , 145 (n o . 2 8 1 ) .

80 K a s h f  a l - a s ta r ,  I I , n o . 1584 '; T a b a r a n i ,  K a b ir ,  X X II ,  n o . 3 0 8 ; id e m , A w s a t ,  V II , n o . 

6 2 0 7 ; M a j m a c a l - z a w a ’id , V , 193 .
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re g a rd e d  as  a  se c o n d a ry  e la b o ra tio n  on  th e  y a k u n  p a tte rn . T h e  la  y a za lu  

ty p e  is in d e ed  th e  o n e  m o s t p re v a le n t in th e  can o n ic a l co m p ila tio n s .

F in a lly , th e  c o m b in a tio n  o f  th e  a p o c a ly p s e  o f  th e  tw e lv e  an d  th e  

Q u ra y sh  c la u se ,  a l th o u g h  e v id e n t ly  s e c o n d a ry ,  c re a te d  a  p ro b le m  o f  

in te rp re ta tio n  w ith  w h ic h  M u s lim  sc h o la rs  tr ie d  to  c o p e . T h e ir  d is c u s 

s io n s  a re  d e s ig n e d  to  p ro v id e  a  c le a r -c u t h is to r ic a l id e n tif ic a tio n  o f  th e  

tw e lv e  Q u ra sh i le a d e rs , b u t th is  w ill n o t b e  d isc u sse d  h e re .81

3 0  Y e a r s  +  T w e lv e

A  P ro p h e tic  v e rs io n  o f  th e  a p o c a ly p se  o f  th e  tw e lv e  a p p e a rs  c o m b in e d  

w ith  a n o th e r  w id e ly  c u rre n t p ro p h e c y  o f  M u h a m m a d , th e  o n e  p re d ic tin g  

th a t th e  c a l ip h a te  a f te r  h is  d e a th  w ill la s t 3 0  y e a rs , a n d  th e n  k in g s  w ill 

ru le . T h e  c o m b in e d  v e rs io n  w as  re c o rd e d  by  Ib n  H ib b a n 82 a n d  is o f  th e  

B asran  S a cid  ib n  J u m h a n  (d. a h  136), w h o  q u o te s  S a fin a , a c l ie n t (m a w 

la ) o f  th e  P ro p h e t. T h e  la tte r  h e a rd  M u h a m m a d  say:

T h e  c a l i p h a te  w il l  la s t  3 0  y e a r s ,  a n d  th e  r e s t  o f  1 th e  le a d e r s ]  w ill  b e  k in g s  (m u - 

lu k );  th e  n u m b e r  o f  c a l ip h s  a n d  k in g s  is tw e lv e .

T h e  p ro p h e c y  a b o u t th e  30  y e a rs  o f  c a lip h a te  p o s tu la te s  t h a t c A li to o  is a  

c a lip h , to g e th e r  w ith  A b u  B a k r , cU m a r  a n d  cU th m a n . T h e  re ig n  o f  all 

fo u r  in d e e d  a d d s  up  to  3 0  y e a rs , w h ic h  is  e x p l ic i t ly  s ta te d  in  o th e r  v e r 

s io n s  o f  th e  p ro p h e c y .83 T h u s , u n lik e  th e  a b o v e  v e rs io n s  in  w h ic h  cA li is 

e x c lu d e d  fro m  th e  lis t o f  tw e lv e , h e  is n o w  a d m itte d , b e in g  in c lu d e d

81 S e e  m a in ly  B a y h a q i ,  D a ld 3il, V I , 5 2 0 - 2 3 ;  Ib n  H ib b a n ,  S a h ih , X V , 3 6 - 4 1 ;  Ib n  

K a th ir ,  B id a y a ,  V I ,  2 4 8 - 5 0 ;  F a th  a l - b a r i ,  X I I I ,  1 8 1 - 8 6 .  S e e  a l s o  K o h lb e r g ,  “ F r o m  

Im a m iy y a  to  I t h n a - cA s h a r iy y a ” , 5 2 9 - 3 0 .

82 Ib n  H ib b a n , S a h ih ,  X V , n o . 6 6 5 7 .

83 N u ca y m  ib n  H a m m a d ,  5 7 .  S e c  a ls o  A h m a d ,  M u s n a d ,  V , 2 2 0 ,  2 2 1 ; id e m , F a d t f i l  

a l- s a h a b a ,  I, n o s .  7 8 9 ,  7 9 0 ;  I I , n o .  1 0 2 7 ; cA b d a l la h  ib n  A h m a d ,  S u n n a ,  n o s .  1 3 2 7 - 3 0 ;  

A b u  D a w u d ,  II , 5 1 4 - 1 5  (3 9 :8 ) ;  T irm id h i /7 W ; /a ,  V I , 4 7 6 - 7 8  (3 1 :4 8 ) ;  N a s a ’ i, K u b r a ,  V , 

n o .  8 1 5 5  ( 7 6 :5 ) ;  Ib n  H ib b a n ,  S Qh ih ,  X V , n o . 6 9 4 3 ;  M u s ta d r a k ,  I I I ,  7 1 ,  1 4 5 ; Ib n  

A b i cA s im , S u n n a ,  n o s .  1 1 8 1 , 1 1 8 5 ; T a b a r i ,  S o r ih  a l - s u n n a ,  n o . 2 6 ;  T a b a r a n i ,  K a b ir ,  I, 

n o s . 13, 13 6 ; V II , n o s .  6 4 4 2 ^ t 4 ;  B a y h a q i ,  D a l a ’il, V I, 3 4 1 - 4 2 ;  Ib n  cA b d  a l - B a r r ,  J a m i c 

b a y a n  a l - ' i i m ,  II , 18 4 ; L a l i k a ’ i, IV , n o s .  2 6 5 4 - 5 6 ;  S u y u t i ,  K h a s a ’is ,  II , 4 2 1 ;  Ib n  K a th ir ,  

B id a y a ,  V I , 1 9 8 , 2 2 0 ,  2 4 9 . A n d  s e c  a l s o  T a h a w i ,  M u s h k i l ,  IV , 3 1 3 . A n d  c f .  G o ld z ih e r ,  

M u s lim  S tu d ie s ,  II , 41  n . 3.
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a m o n g  th e  m o re  e le v a te d  o f  th e m , i.e . a  c a lip h  a n d  n o t a  k in g . In  o th e r  

iso la ted  v e rs io n s  o f  th e  p ro p h e c y  o f  th e  3 0  y e a rs  o f  c a lip h a te , th e  “ k in g s ” 

a re  id e n tif ie d  as  th e  U m a y y a d s .84 H o w e v e r , a l th o u g h  th e  tra d itio n  d is t in 

g u ish e s  b e tw e e n  c a l ip h s  an d  k in g s , it d o e s  n o t n e c e ssa r i ly  m e n tio n  th e  

la tte r  in a  d e ro g a to ry  sense . A t le a s t in  o n e  o th e r  v e rs io n , th e  “ k in g s”  a p 

p e a r  to  b e  n o  le ss  le g itim a te  th an  th e  c a lip h s . T h is  is a  le ss  c u rre n t B asran  

v e rs io n  re p o r te d  o n  th e  a u th o rity  o f  A b u  B a k ra , a n d  in  it M u h a m m a d  

a d d s  an  a llu s io n  to  th e  Q u U a n ic  n o tio n  th a t G o d  g iv e s  s o v e re ig n ty  (a l- 

m u lk )  to  w h o m  H e  w ish e s .85 T o  th is  M u ca w iy a  is sa id  to  h a v e  p ro u d ly  

re sp o n d ed : “ W e  a re  p le a se d  to  b e  k in g s .” 86

T h e  p re se n t v e rs io n  o f  th e  s ta te m e n t in  w h ic h  th e  to ta l n u m b e r o f  c a 

lip h s  a n d  k in g s  is  12 h a s  c a u s e d  so m e  tro u b le  to  M u s lim  sc h o la rs . Ibn  

H ib b a n  su g g e s te d  th a t th e  n u m b e r  12 h e re  p e r ta in s  to  th e  e n t ire  l is t  o f  

ru le rs  f ro m  A b u  B a k r  to  cU m a r  II. H e  p ro v id e s  a d e ta ile d  l is t  o f  th e se  

tw e lv e  an d  se e m s  to  c la im  th a t cU m a r  II is th e  la s t o n  th e  lis t b e c a u se  h e  

w as  th e  la s t  o f  th e  “ R ig h te o u s ” (rd sh id u n ) C a lip h s . S in c e  th e  P ro p h e t 

w ish e d  to  m e n tio n  all th e  R ig h te o u s  C a lip h s  an d  n o t ju s t  th e  f irs t  fo u r  o f  

th e m — w h o  ru le d  f o r  3 0  y e a rs — h e  a ls o  m e n tio n e d  th e  ru le r s  w h o  

re ig n e d  b e tw e e n  th e  fo u rth  R ig h te o u s  C a lip h  ( cA ll)  a n d  cU m a r  II, h e n c e  

th e  n u m b e r  12 .87 S tra in e d  as  th is  so lu tio n  m a y  be , it n e v e r th e le s s  c o n 

f irm s th e  su g g e s tio n  m ad e  a t th e  b e g in n in g  o f  th is  E x c u rsu s , to  th e  e f fe c t 

th a t th e  a p o c a ly p se  o f  th e  tw e lv e  d id  in d e e d  o r ig in a lly  p e r ta in  to  tw e lv e  

su c c e ss iv e  ru le rs , th e  la s t b e in g  cU m a r  II. U n lik e  Ib n  H ib b a n , w h o  ta k es  

°U m ar II to  b e  th e  la s t o f  th e  rd sh id u n , it h a s  b e e n  su g g e s te d  a b o v e  th a t 

cU m a r  II fe a tu re s  in  th e  a p o c a ly p se  as  th e  f in a l le a d e r  e v e r  to  ru le  th e

84 T a y a l i s i ,  M u s n a d ,  n o . 1 1 0 7 .

85 Q u r ’ a n  2 :2 4 7 ;  3 :2 6 .  I th a n k  A v r a h a m  H a k im  f o r  d r a w in g  m y  a t t e n t i o n  to  th e  

Q u r ’a n ic  o r ig in  o f  th e  id e a .

86 B a y h a q i ,  D a la ^ i l ,  V I , 3 4 2 ; S u y u t i ,  K h a s a  'i s ,  11, 4 2 1 ;  Ib n  K a th ir ,  B id a y a , V I ,  1 9 8 , 

2 2 0 . T h e  i s n a d : cA li  ib n  Z a y d  ib n  cA b d a l la h  ib n  A b i M u la y k a  ( B a s r a n ,  d . A H  1 3 1 ) <— 

cA b d  a l - R a h m a n  ib n  A b i B a k r a  a l - T h a q a f i  ( B a s r a n ,  d .  A H  9 6 )  <— A b u  B a k r a  a l - T h a q a f i  

( N u f a y c ib n  a l - H a r i t h  ib n  K a la d a .  B a s r a n  C o m p a n io n ,  d . A H  5 0 )  <— P r o p h e t .  F o r  a  v e r 

s io n  w ith  a  le s s  h a p p y  r e a c t io n  o f  M u ca w iy a  s e e  Ib n  cA b d  a l - B a r r , J a m i c b a y a n  a l - cilm , 

II , 186 .

87 Ib n  H ib b a n , S a h ih ,  X V , 3 6 - 4 1 .



278 T h e  T w e lve  P r in c es

M u slim s b e fo re  th e  w o rld  w ill c o m e  o f f  to  its  a p o c a ly p tic  e n d  a t th e  tu rn  

o f  th e  seco n d  c e n tu ry  AH.

T h e  S h ica

A s a lre a d y  sh o w n  by  E ta n  K o h lb e rg , th e  a p o c a ly p se  o f  th e  tw e lv e  re a p 

p ea rs  in S h ici so u rc e s .88 H e re  th e  a b so lu te  s ig n if ic a n c e  o f  th e  n u m b e r  12 

is p re se rv e d , to g e th e r  w ith  its  in itia l e s c h a to lo g ic a l  c o n te x t: tw e lv e  p e r 

so n s  w ill le ad  th e  M u s lim s  in s u c c e s s io n , fro m  th e  d e a th  o f  th e  P ro p h e t 

till th e  E n d  o f  D ay s. T h e  id e n tity  o f  th e  p e rso n s  c h a n g e s , o f  c o u rse , fro m  

“ k in g s” o r  “c a l ip h s ”  to  im a m s, so  th a t a  P ro p h e tic  c o n f irm a tio n  o f  T w e l 

v e r  S h lci d o g m a  is p ro v id e d .

In fac t, th e  S h ici c o m p ile rs  re c o rd e d  so m e  o f  th e  e a r lie s t a p o c a ly p se s  

n o te d  a b o v e , fo r  e x a m p le , th e  o n e  o f  S irj a l -Y a rm u k i,89 as  w e ll a s  th e  

ea rlie s t v e rs io n  o f  th e  K a cb - Y a s h u c d is c o u rse .90

H o w e v er, a  S h lci re sh a p in g  d id  o c c u r  in  p la c e s , e sp e c ia lly  in  v e rs io n s  

c o n ta in in g  sp e c if ic  n a m e s  o f  c a l ip h s ,  su c h  as  th e  f ir s t  th re e  M e d in a n  

ones. T h e  tra d itio n s  w ere  re p ro d u c e d  in S h ici so u rc e s  w ith o u t th e  n am es. 

T h is  a p p lie s  to  o n e  o f  th e  a b o v e  tra d itio n s  o f  c A b d a lla h  ib n  cA m r ib n  al- 

cA s w h ich  re a p p e a rs  in  S h ici so u rc e s ,91 b u t o n ly  w ith  its  f irs t p a r t (“T h e re  

w ill b e  a f te r  m e  tw e lv e  s u c c e s s o rs ” ). H o w e v e r , v e rs io n s  w ith  cA b b as id  

fig u res  w e re  n o t a lw a y s  e x c lu d e d , a n d  th e  a b o v e  tra d itio n  o f  Ib n  0 A b b as  

w h ic h  m e n tio n s  a l-S a f fa h , a l -M a n s u r  a n d  a l-M a h d i a s  s u c c e e d in g  th e  

tw e lv e  p re d ic te d  c a lip h s  h as  b e e n  re c o rd e d  in a  S h ici c o m p ila tio n .92

A  S h i° i re v is io n  se e m s  a lso  to  b e  b e h in d  a  p e c u l ia r  v e rs io n  in  w h ic h  

th e  a p o c a ly p se  o f  th e  tw e lv e  is g lo s se d  b y  a  s ta te m e n t to  th e  e f fe c t  th a t 

tw o  o f  th e  tw e lv e  w ill b e  o f  th e  fa m ily  o f  M u h a m m a d , o n e  l iv in g  4 0  

years , a n d  th e  o th e r  30 . T h is  v e rs io n  is a ttr ib u te d  to  th e  B a sra n  A b u  1-Jald 

a l-Ja w n i (Ja y la n  ib n  F a rw a ), w h o  is sa id  to  h a v e  b e e n  w e ll v e rse d  in  h o ly

88 K o h lb e rg ,  “ F ro m  I m a m iy y a  to  I t h n a - cA s h a r iy y a ” , 5 2 6 - 2 7 .

89 Ib n  B a b u y a ,  K h is a l ,  4 7 3 - 7 4  (n o .  3 1 ) ;  Ib n  T a w u s ,  M a la h im ,  3 0 . T h e  n a m e  o f  S ir j 

a l - Y a r m u k i  is  d is to r t e d  in  th e s e  s o u r c e s  ( “ S a rh  a l - B a r m a k i” ).

90 Ib n  T a w u s ,  M a la h im ,  3 0  ( th e  n a m e  o f  Y a s h u c is  d is to r t e d ) .

91 N u cm a n i ,  G h a y b a ,  6 3 ,  7 9  ( s o m e  n a m e s  in  th e  is n a d  a r e  d i s to r t e d ,  a n d  ‘ A b d a l la h  

ib n  cA m r  is  p r in te d ;  ‘ A b d a l la h  ib n  ‘ U m a r) .

92 Ib n  T a w u s ,  M a la h im ,  3 0 .
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sc r ip tu re s .93 In  a n o th e r  tra d itio n , th e  sam e  A b u  1-Jald p re d ic ts  th a t a  m an  

o f  H a sh im  a n d  h is  so n  w ill ru le  ( y a m lik u ) fo r  7 2  y e a rs .94 T h e  sy m b o lism  

o f  th e  n u m b e r  7 2 , w h ic h  is b a se d  o n  th e  n u m b e r  12, h a s  a lre a d y  b e e n  

m e n tio n e d  a b o v e ,95 an d  su g g e s ts  h e re  th a t a t le a s t o n e  o f  th e  tw o  p e rso n s  

is an  ap o c a ly p tic  m y th ic a l f ig u re , i.e. th e  m a h d i. H is  a ff ilia tio n  to  H ash im  

c o rre sp o n d s  to  o th e r  tra d itio n s  s ta tin g  th a t th e  m a h d i  w ill b e  o f  th e  sam e 

g e n e a lo g ic a l d e sc e n t. It is s ta te d  th a t  th e  m a h d i  w ill re m a in  a m o n g  th e  

p e o p le  fo r 3 0  o r 4 0  y e a rs .96

A  sp e c ia l m o d if ie d  v e rs io n  o f  K a cb ’s a p o c a ly p se  e m p h a s is e s  th e  f i 

n a lity  as w e ll as  th e  e te rn ity  o f  th e  n u m b e r  12. K a°b  s ta te s  h e re  th a t th e re  

w ill b e  tw e lv e  su c c e sso rs  (kh a lifa ) , a n d  if  th e y  a re  fo llo w e d  b y  a r ig h t 

e o u s  g e n e ra tio n , G o d  w ill p ro lo n g  th e ir  l iv e s  (u n ti l  th e  re tu rn  o f  th e  

m a h d i— U .R .) , b e c a u se  a d a y  w ith  G o d  is e q u iv a le n t to  1 ,000  e a r th ly  

y e a rs .97 T h e  issu e  o f  g e n e ra tio n s  liv in g  p ro lo n g e d  liv e s  (m u ca m m a ru n ) is 

in d e ed  c ru c ia l fo r  th e  S h ici w rite rs  d e fe n d in g  th e ir  T w e lv e r  d o g m a .98

T he P r in c e s  o f  M o se s

T h e  T w e lv e r  S h icis a lso  re c o rd e d  th e  v e rs io n s  a llu d in g  to  th e  Q u r ’an ic  

m o d e l o f  th e  tw e lv e  n u q a b a 3 o f  M o se s , b o th  th o se  c o m p a rin g  th em  w ith  

th e  tw e lv e  c h ie f ta in s  o f  th e  'A q a b a ,99 a n d  th e  a p o c a ly p se  o f  Ib n  M a s 't id  

th a t lin k s  th e  m o d e l o f  th e  n u q a b a ■’ to  th e  tw e lv e  le a d e rs  su c c e e d in g  th e  

P ro p h e t. T h e  tra d itio n  a p p e a rs  in  p a s sa g e s  d e a lin g  w ith  th e  p re d e s tin e d  

n u m b e r o f  th e  im a m s .m

M o re o v e r , th e  S h i 'i  s o u rc e s  c o n ta in  o th e r  P ro p h e tic  tra d itio n s  a l lu d 

in g  to  th e  tw e lv e  n u q a b a D o f  M o se s ; a ll o f  th e m  w e re  re c o rd e d  in  a s s o 

c ia tio n  w ith  th e  s ta tu s  o f  th e  im a m s. T h e  w o rd  u sed  fo r  “ le a d e rs” in  th e se

93 D a n i,  Fitan, II , n o .  1 9 8 ; V , n o . 5 0 5 ; B a y h a q i ,  D alaJil, V I, 5 2 3 ; Ib n  K a th ir ,  Bidaya, 

V I , 2 5 0 ;  Fath al-bari, X II I ,  184 .

94 N u ca y m  ib n  H a m m a d ,  1 2 4 ,4 1 9 .

95 A b o v e , 12 0.

96 N u ca y m  ib n  H a m m a d ,  2 2 8 - 3 4 .

97 Ib n  B a b u y a ,  Khisal, 4 7 4 - 7 5  (n o .  3 5 ) .

98 E .g . T a b r is i ,  Flam al-wara, 4 4 1 - 4 5 .

99 Ib n  B a b u y a ,  Khisal, 4 9 1 - 9 2  (n o .  7 0 ) .

100 S e e  N u 'm a n i ,  Ghayba, 6 3 , 7 4 - 7 5 ;  Ib n  B a b u y a ,  Khisal, 4 6 6 - 6 9  (n o s .  6 - 1 1 ) ;  Ib n  

T a w u s ,  Malahim, 2 9 ; I rb il i ,  Kashf al-ghimma, I, 5 8 ; I I I , 3 0 9 .
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v e rs io n s  is a ° im m a  (s in g : im a m ) .101 M o s t e x p lic it  is a  tra d itio n  in  w h ich  

th e  P ro p h e t say s  to  S a lm a n  a l-F a ris i th a t e v e ry  p ro p h e t w as  g iv e n  by  G o d  

tw e lv e  n a q ib s  as  su c c e sso rs , an d  th e n  g o e s  on  to  e n u m e ra te  th e  v ir tu es  o f  

th e  tw e lv e  S h ici im a m s, w h ic h  im p lie s  th a t th ey  a re  h is o w n  n a q ib s .m

Q u ra ysh

H o w e v er, th e  m a in  v e rs io n s  u se d  b y  th e  S h icis a re  th o se  th a t m e n tio n  th e  

n am e  o f  Q u ra y s h ,103 a n d  in  th e  S h ici c o n te x t th e  n a m e  o n ly  re p re se n ts  th e  

H a sh im i b ra n c h  o f  th is  c la n , a s  d o e s  th e  la b e l K a cb ib n  L u 3a y y , w h ich  

a lso  a p p e a rs  in  th e  v e rs io n s  re c o rd e d  in  th e  S h ici c o m p ila t io n s .104 T h e  

S h ici c o m p ile r s  w h o  re c o rd e d  th e se  la t te r  v e rs io n s  w e re  p ro b a b ly  n o  

lo n g e r  a w a re  o f  th e  o r ig in a l g e n e a lo g ic a l  im p lic a tio n  o f  K a cb ib n  L u - 

3ay y , in  w h ich  A b u  B a k r  a n d  cU m a r  w ere  a lso  in c lu d ed .

A d d itio n a l v e rs io n s  m a y  b e  fo u n d  in  th e  S h ici c o m p ila tio n s  w h ich  a re  

m is s in g  fro m  th e  S u n n i s o u rc e s  e x a m in e d  a b o v e . In  o n e  o f  th e m , th e  

tra d itio n  a b o u t Q u ra y sh  (o f  th e  la  y a z a lu  ty p e ) is q u o te d  fro m  th e  P ro p h e t 

by  A n a s  ib n  M a lik , w h o se  n a m e  d o e s  n o t a p p e a r  in  th e  is n a d s  o f  th e  

a b o v e  v e rs io n s .105

T h e re  a re  a lso  a d d itio n a l v e rs io n s  in  w h ic h  th e  g e n e a lo g ic a l a f f il ia 

t io n  o f  th e  tw e lv e  le a d e rs  re m a in s  u n sp e c if ie d . O n e  o f  th e m  is o f  M ak h u l 

(S y rian , d . A H  1 1 2 ),106 a n d  a n o th e r  is o f  W a h b  ib n  M u n a b b ih .107 T h ey  say  

th a t th e  P ro p h e t s ta te d  th a t  a f te r  h im  th e re  w o u ld  b e  tw e lv e  su c c e sso rs  

{kha lifa ).

In  c o n c lu s io n , th e  S h icis re s to re d  th e  a p o c a ly p se  o f  th e  tw e lv e  to  its 

o r ig in a l  s ig n if ic a n c e ,  w ith  th e  n u m b e r  12 s ig n ify in g  l i te ra l ly  tw e lv e  

le a d e rs  w h o  w ill ru le  th e  M u s lim s  in  su c c e s s io n , fro m  th e  d e a th  o f  th e  

P ro p h e t to  th e  D ay  o f  R esu rre c tio n .

101 Ib n  S h a h ra s h Q b , I, 2 5 8 .

102 Ib n  R u s ta m  a l - T a b a r i ,  D a la s i  I a l- im a m a ,  2 3 4 .

103 A b o u t  w h ic h  s e e  N u cm a n i ,  G h a y h a ,  6 2 - 6 4 ,  7 5 - 7 9 ;  Ib n  B a b u y a ,  K h is a l ,  4 6 9 - 7 3 ,  

4 7 5  (n o s .  1 2 - 3 0 ,  3 6 , 3 7 ) ; Ib n  T a w u s ,  M a la h im ,  2 9 ,  1 1 0 , 163.

104 N u cm a n i ,  G h a y b a ,  6 3 ,  7 9 ;  Ib n  T a w u s ,  M a la h im ,  2 9 ,  3 0 .

105 N u cm a n i ,  G h a y b a ,  7 5 ,  7 8 - 7 9 .

106 Ib n  B a b u y a , K h is a l ,  4 7 4  (n o . 3 3 ) .

107 Ib id . ,  4 7 4  (n o .  3 4 ) .
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t in e  a n d  E a r l y  I s l a m i c  N e a r  E a s t ,  I :  P r o b le m s  in  th e  L i t e r a r y  S o u r c e  M a t e r ia l  

( P r in c e to n ,  1 9 9 2 ) , 1 8 9 - 2 1 3 .

D u r i ,  A .A . T h e  R is e  o f  H is to r ic a l  W r i t in g  A m o n g  th e  A r a b s .  E d . a n d  t r a n s .  L a w r e n c e  I. 

C o n ra d . P r in c e to n ,  1 9 8 3 .

E l 2 =  E n c y c lo p a e d ia  o f  I s la m ,  n e w  e d . L e id e n ,  1 9 5 4 - .

E la d ,  A m ik a m . “ A n  E a r ly  A r a b ic  S o u r c e  C o n c e r n in g  th e  M a r k e ts  o f  J e r u s a l e m ” , C a 

th e d r a  2 4  ( 1 9 8 2 ) ,  3 1 - 4 0  ( in  H e b re w ) .

________________ . M e d ie v a l  J e r u s a le m  a n d  I s la m ic  W o r s h ip :  H o ly  P la c e s ,  C e r e m o n ie s ,  P i l g r i 

m a g e .  L e id e n ,  1 9 9 9 .

E n c y c lo p a e d ia  H e b r a ic a .  3 2  v o ls . J e r u s a le m , 1 9 4 9 - 8 0  ( in  H e b re w ) .

E p s te in ,  A b r a h a m . E ld a d  h a - D a n i:  S e in e  B e r ic h t e  i ib e r  d ie  X  S td m m e  u n d  d e r e n  R itu s .  

P re s s b u rg ,  1891 ( in  H e b re w ) .

E r d e r ,  Y o ra m . “ T h e  K a r a i t e s ’ S a d d u c e e  D i le m m a ” , I s r a e l  O r ie n ta l  S tu d ie s  14 ( 1 9 9 4 ) ,  

1 9 5 -2 2 6 .

F a h d , T o u f ic ,  e d .  L a  v ie  d u  p r o p h e t e  M a h o m e t  ( C o l lo q u e  d e  S t r a s b o u r g ,  O c to b r e  1 9 8 0 ). 

P a r is ,  1 9 8 3 .
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a l - F a k ih i ,  M u h a m m a d  ib n  I s h a q .  A k h b a r  M a k k a .  E d . cA b d  a l - M a l ik  ib n  D u h a y s h .  M e c 

c a  1 9 8 6 - 8 8 .

F a th  a l - b a r i  =  S h ih a b  a l - D in  A h m a d  ib n  H a ja r  a l - 'A s q a l a n i .  F a th  a l - b a r i  s h a r h  S a h ih  

a l- B u k h a r i .  13 v o ls . B u la q ,  1 3 1 0 /1 8 9 2 , re p r . B e ir u t ,  n .d .

a l - F a r r a 3, Y a h y a  ib n  Z iy a d .  M a ca n i  a l - Q u H a n .  E d . A h m a d  Y u s u f  N a ja t i ,  M u h a m m a d  

cA li  a l - N a j ja r ,  cA b d  a l- F a t ta h  I s m a 'i l  S h a la b i .  3  v o ls .  R e p r .  B e iru t ,  n .d .

a l - F i r y a b i ,  A b u  B a k r  J a cf a r  ib n  M u h a m m a d .  K ita b  a l - q a d a r .  E d . 'A b d a l l a h  ib n  H a m d  

a l- M a n s u r .  R iy a d , 1 9 9 7 .

F u r a t  a l - K u f i ,  A b u  1 -Q a s im  ib n  I b r a h im  ib n  F u ra t .  T a fs ir .  E d . M u h a m m a d  a l - K a z im .  2  

v o ls .  B e iru t ,  1 9 9 2 .

G il ,  M o s h e . A  H is to r y  o f  P a le s t in e , 6 3 4 - 1 0 9 9 .  T ra n s .  E th e l  B ro id o . C a m b r id g e ,  1 9 9 2 .

G o i te in ,  S . D . J e w s  a n d  A r a b s :  T h e ir  C o n ta c t s  T h r o u g h  th e  A g e s .  N e w  Y o rk , 1 9 7 4 .

G o ld z ih e r ,  I g n a z .  “ B e i t r a g e  z u r  L i t e r a tu r g e s c h ic h t e  d e r  S i ca  u n d  d e r  s u n n i t i s c h e n  P o le 

m i c ” , S i t z u n g s b e r i c h t e  d e r  k a i s e r l i c h e n  A k a d e m i e  d e r  W is s e n s c h a f te n  7 8  ( 1 8 7 4 ) ,  

4 3 9 - 5 2 4 .  R e p r in te d  in  h is  G e s a m m e h e  S c h r i f t e n ,  I ( H ild e s h e im , 1 9 6 7 ), 2 6 1 - 3 4 6 .

_________ . “ L e  d e n o m b r e m e n t  d e s  s e c t e s  m o h a m e ta n e s ” , R e v u e  d e  I’h i s to i r e  d e s  r e l i 

g io n s  2 6  ( 1 8 9 2 ) ,  1 2 9 - 3 7 .  R e p r in te d  in  h is  G e s a m m e h e  S c h r i f t e n ,  II ( H i ld e s h e im ,  

1 9 6 8 ) , 4 0 6 - 1 4 .

________________ . M u s l im  S tu d ie s  ( M u h a m m e d a n is c h e  S tu d ie n ) .  E d . a n d  t r a n s .  S .M . S te r n  a n d

C .R . B a rb e r .  2  v o ls . L o n d o n ,  1 9 6 7 - 7 1 .

_________ . “ U e b e r  m u h a m m a d a n i s c h e  P o le m ik  g e g e n  A h l a l - k i t a b ” , Z e i t s c h r i f t  d e r

D e u t s c h e n  M o r g e n la n d i s c h e n  G e s e l l s c h a f t  3 2  ( 1 8 7 8 ) ,  3 4 1 - 8 7 .  R e p r in t e d  in  h is  

G e s a m m e h e  S c h r i f t e n ,  II  (H i ld e s h e im , 1 9 6 8 ) , 1 - 4 7 .

G r i f f i th ,  S id n e y  H . “ T h e  P r o p h e t  M u h a m m a d :  H is  S c r ip tu r e  a n d  h is  M e s s a g e  a c c o r d in g  

to  th e  C h r is t i a n  A p o lo g ie s  in  A r a b ic  a n d  S y r ia c  f ro m  th e  F ir s t  A b b a s id  C e n tu r y ” , in  

F a h d , e d . ,  V ie  d u  p r o p h e te  M a h o m e t ,  9 9 - 1 4 6 .

H a k im , A v r a h a m . T h e  S ta tu s  o f  th e  E x e g e s i s  o f  th e  Q u r a n  in  th e  O ld  M u s l im  T r a d i t io n .  

M .A . T h e s is ,  T e l  A v iv  U n iv e r s i ty ,  1 9 9 5  ( in  H e b re w ) .

H a l la q ,  W a e l  B . A  H is to r y  o f  I s la m ic  L e g a l  T h e o r ie s :  a n  I n t r o d u c t io n  to  S u n n i  U s u i  a l-  

F iq h .  C a m b r id g e ,  1 9 9 7 .

H a m m a m  ib n  M u n a b b ih .  A l- S a h i fa  ca n  A b i  H u r a y r a .  E d . R i f ' a t  F a w z i  cA b d  a l - M u t-  

ta l ib .  C a i r o ,  1 9 8 5 .

H a w t in g ,  G .R .  “ A l - H u d a y b iy y a  a n d  th e  C o n q u e s t  o f  M e c c a :  a  R e c o n s id e r a t i o n  o f  th e  

T r a d i t io n  a b o u t  th e  M u s l im  T a k e o v e r  o f  th e  S a n c tu a r y ” , J e r u s a le m  S tu d ie s  in  A r a 

b ic  a n d  I s la m  8 ( 1 9 8 6 ) ,  1 - 2 3 .

_________ . “ T h e  S ig n i f i c a n c e  o f  th e  S lo g a n  Id  h u k m a  i l ia  l i l ld h  a n d  th e  R e f e r e n c e s  to
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th e  H u d u d  in  th e  T r a d i t io n s  a b o u t  th e  F i t n a  a n d  th e  M u r d e r  o f  'U t h m a n ” , B u l le t in  o f  

th e  S c h o o l  o f  O r ie n ta l  a n d  A fr i c a n  S tu d ie s  4 1  ( 1 9 7 8 ) ,  4 5 3 - 6 3 .

_________ . “ T h e  T a w w a b u n ,  A to n e m e n t  a n d  'A s h u r a ’ ” , J e r u s a le m  S tu d i e s  in  A r a b ic

a n d  I s la m  1 7 ( 1 9 9 4 ) ,  1 6 6 - 8 1 .

_________ . “ T w o  C i t a t i o n s  f r o m  th e  Q u r ’ a n  in  ‘ H is to r ic a l  S o u r c e s ’ f o r  E a r ly  I s l a m ” , in

G .R .  H a w t in g  a n d  A b d u l - K a d e r  A . S h a r e e f ,  e d s . ,  A p p r o a c h e s  to  t h e  Q u r ’a n  

( L o n d o n  a n d  N e w  Y o rk , 1 9 9 3 ) , 2 6 0 - 6 8 .

H in d s ,  M a r t in .  “ K u f a n  P o l i t i c a l  A l ig n m e n ts  a n d  th e i r  B a c k g r o u n d  in  th e  M id - S e v e n th  

C e n tu r y  A .D .” , I n t e r n a t io n a l  J o u r n a l  o f  M id d le  E a s t  S tu d ie s  2  ( 1 9 7 1 ) ,  3 4 6 - 6 7 ,  re p r . 

in  id e m , S tu d ie s ,  1.

_________ . “ T h e  S i f f in  A r b i t r a t i o n  A g r e e m e n t” , J o u r n a l  o f  S e m i t i c  S tu d i e s  17 ( 1 9 7 2 ) ,

9 3 - 1 2 9 ,  r e p r .  in  id e m , S tu d ie s ,  3.

________________ . S tu d i e s  in  E a r l y  I s la m ic  H is to r y .  E d . J e r e  B a c h a r a c h ,  L a w r e n c e  1. C o n r a d

a n d  P a t r ic i a  C ro n e . P r in c e to n ,  1 9 9 6 .

H o y la n d , R o b e r t  G . S e e in g  I s la m  a s  O th e r s  S a w  I t :  a  S tu d y  a n d  E v a lu a t io n  o f  C h r is t ia n ,  

J e w is h  a n d  Z o r o a s tr ia n  W r i t in g s  o n  E a r ly  I s la m .  P r in c e to n ,  1 9 9 7 .

a l - H u w w a r i ,  H u d  ib n  M u h a k k a m . T a fs i r  k i t a b  A l la h  a l - cA z iz .  E d . B e lh a j  S h a r i f i .  4  v o ls . 

B e iru t ,  1 9 9 0 .

Ib n  cA b d  a l - B a r r ,  Y u s u f  ib n  'A b d a l l a h .  J a m i c b a y a n  a l - cilm  w a - fa d l ih i .  2  v o ls .  B e ir u t ,  

n .d .

________________ . A l - T a m h id  l i - m a  f i  l - M u w a t t a ’ m in  a l - m a cd n i  w a - l - a s a n id .  E d . M u s ta f a  ib n

A h m a d  a l - cA Ia w i e t  a l .  2 6  v o ls .  R a b a t ,  1 9 6 7 - 9 2 .

Ib n  A b i 'A s i r n  a l - S h a y b a n i .  K ita b  a l - j i h a d .  2  v o l s .  E d . A b u  cA b d  a l - R a h m a n  a l - H a m id .  

M e d in a ,  1 9 8 9 .

________________ . K i ta b  a l - s u n n a .  E d . M u h a m m a d  N a s i r  a l - D in  a l - A lb a n i .  B e i r u t  a n d  D a m a s 

c u s ,  1 9 8 5 .

Ib n  A b i D a w u d  a l - S i j i s t a n i ,  A b u  B a k r  'A b d a l l a h .  K ita b  a l - m a s a h i f .  B e iru t ,  1 9 8 5 .

Ib n  A b i 1 -D u n y a , 'A b d a l l a h  ib n  M u h a m m a d .  K i ta b  a l - h a w a t i f  E d . M u s ta f a  cA b d  a l- Q a -  

d i r  'A t a .  B e ir u t ,  1 9 9 3 .

________________ . A l - cU q u b a t  a l - i l a h iy y a  l i - l - a f r a d  w a - l - ja m a ca t  w a - l - u m a m .  E d . M u h a m m a d

K h a y r  R a m a d a n  Y u s u f .  B e iru t ,  1 9 9 6 .

Ib n  A b i H a t im ,  'A b d  a l - R a h m a n  ib n  M u h a m m a d .  T a fs ir  a l - Q u r ’a n  a l - ca z im .  E d . A s 'a d  

M u h a m m a d  a l - T a y y ib .  10  v o ls .  R iy a d ,  1 9 9 7 .

I b n  A b i 1 -S in a n , a l - M u 'a f a  ib n  I s m a ' i l .  N i h a y a t  a l - b a y a n  f i  t a f s i r  a l - Q u r ’a n .  M S . 

B r i t is h  L ib r a r y ,  O r . 2 9 8 1 .
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Ib n  A b i S h a y b a ,  'A b d a l l a h  ib n  M u h a m m a d .  A l - M u s a n n a f f i  l - a h a d i th  w a - l - d th d r .  E d . 

cA b d  a l- K h a l iq  a l - A f g h a n i .  15 v o ls .  B o m b a y , 1 9 7 9 - 8 3 .

Ib n  a l - 'A r a b i ,  M u h a m m a d  ib n  'A b d a l l a h .  A h k a m  a l - Q u r ’ a n .  E d . 'A l i  M u h a m m a d  a l-  

B ija w i .  4  v o ls .  B e iru t ,  1 9 8 7 .

Ib n  'A s a k i r  (M u k h ta s a r ) =  Ib n  M a n z u r  M u h a m m a d  ib n  M u k a r r a m .  M u k h ta s a r  ta r ik h  

D im a s h q  l i - lh n  ' A s a k ir .  2 9  v o ls . D a m a s c u s ,  1 9 8 4 - 8 8 .

Ib n  A 't h a m ,  A h m a d  a l- K u f i .  K ita b  a l - fu tu h .  E d . 'A l i  S h ir a .  8 v o ls .  B e iru t ,  1 9 9 1 .

Ib n  'A t i y y a ,  A b u  M u h a m m a d  'A b d  a l - H a q q .  A l- M u h a r r a r  a l - w a j i z  f i  ta f s i r  a l - k i t a b  a l-  

ca z iz .  16 v o ls . R a b a t ,  1 9 7 5 - 9 1 .

Ib n  B a b u y a ,  A b u  J a ' f a r  M u h a m m a d  ib n  'A l i  a l - S a d u q .  A l - K h i s a l .  E d . 'A l i  A k b a r  a l-  

G if f a r i .  B e iru t ,  1 9 9 0 .

 . M a n  la  y a h d u r u h u  l- fa q ih .  E d . H u s a y n  a l - A 'l a m i .  B e iru t ,  1 9 8 6 .

Ib n  B a t t a ,  'U b a y d a l l a h  ib n  M u h a m m a d .  A l - l b a n a  ca n  s h a r i ca t  a l - f i r q a  a l - n a j i y a  w a -

m u ja n a b a t  a l - f i r a q  a l - m a d h m u m a :  k i ta b  a l - im a n .  E d .  R id a  ib n  N a 's a n  M u ' t i .  2  

v o ls .  R iy a d ,  1 9 9 4 ; k i ta b  a l - q a d a r .  E d . 'U t h m a n  'A b d a l l a h  A d a m  a l - I th y u b i .  2  v o ls .  

R iy a d ,  1 9 9 7 ; k i ta b  a l - r a d d  ca la  l - ja h m iy y a .  E d . a l - W a l id  ib n  M u h a m m a d  N a b ih  ib n  

S a y f  a l - N a s r .  3  v o ls . R iy a d , 1 9 9 7 .

Ib n  H a ja r ,  S h ih a b  a l - D in  A h m a d  a l - 'A s q a l a n i .  A l- I s a b a  f i  m a cr i fa t  a l - s a h a b a .  E d . 'A l i  

M u h a m m a d  a l- B i ja w i .  8 v o ls .  C a iro ,  1 9 7 0 .

_________________. A l- M a ta l ib  a l - ca l i y a  b i - z a w a ' i d  a l - m a s a n id  a l - th a m a n iy a .  E d . H a b ib  a l -

R a h m a n  a l - A 'z a m i .  4  v o ls .  B e ir u t ,  1 9 8 7 .

 . T a h d h ib  a l - ta h d h ib .  12 v o ls .  B e iru t ,  1 9 8 4 .

Ib n  H a z m , 'A l i  ib n  A h m a d . A l- M u h a l la .  11 v o ls . C a i r o ,  1 9 3 3 .

Ib n  H ib b a n ,  M u h a m m a d  ib n  A h m a d  a l - B u s t i .  A l - l h s a n  f i  ta q r ib  S a h ih  I b n  H ib b a n ,  

ta r t ib  cA l a D a l - D in  a l- F a r is i .  E d . S h u 'a y b  a l - A m a ’u t. 16  v o ls .  B e iru t ,  1 9 8 8 .

Ib n  H ila l  a l - T h a q a f i ,  A b u  I s h a q  Ib r a h im . A l - l s t i n f a r  w a - l - g h a r a t .  E d . 'A b d  a l-Z a h ra *  a l-  

H u s a y n i  a l - K h a t ib .  B e iru t ,  1 9 8 7 .

Ib n  H is h a m , 'A b d  a l - M a l ik .  A l- S i r a  a l - n a b a w iy y a .  E d . M u s ta f a  a l - S a q q a ,  I b r a h im  a l-  

A b y a r i ,  a n d  'A b d  a l - H a f iz  S h a la b i .  4  v o ls .  R e p r .  B e iru t ,  1 9 7 1 .

Ib n  H u b a y s h ,  'A b d  a l - R a h m a n  ib n  M u h a m m a d .  K ita b  a l - g h a z a w a t .  E d . S u h a y l  Z a k k a r .  

2  v o ls .  B e iru t ,  1 9 9 2 .

Ib n  a l - J a 'd ,  A b u  1 -H a sa n  'A l i .  A l- M u s n a d  b i - r iw a y a t  w a - ja m c A b i  l - Q a s im  a l - B a g h a w i .  

E d . 'A m i r  A h m a d  H a y d a r .  B e iru t ,  1 9 9 0 .

Ib n  a l - J a w z i ,  A b u  1 -F a ra j 'A b d  a l - R a h m a n .  A l - Cl l a l  a l - m u t a n a h iy a  f i  l - a h a d i t h  a l -  

w a h iy a .  E d . I r s h a d  a l - H a q q  a l- A th a r i .  V o l. 1. L a h o r e ,  1 9 7 9 .



________________ . M u th ir  a l - g h a r a m  a l - s a k in  i la  a s h r a f  a l - a m a k in .  E d . M u s ta f a  a l - D h a h a b i .

C a iro ,  1 9 9 5 .

________________ . Z a d  a l - m a s i r  f i  ci lm  a l- ta f s ir .  9  v o ls .  B e iru t ,  1 9 8 4 .

Ib n  a l - K a lb i ,  H is h a m  ib n  M u h a m m a d .  K i ta b  a l - a s n a m .  E d . A h m a d  Z a k i .  C a i r o ,  1 9 2 4 , 

re p r .  C a iro ,  n .d .

Ib n  K a th ir ,  I s m a 'i l  ib n  cU m a r . A l- B id a y a  w a - l- n ih d y a .  14 v o ls .  R e p r .  B e iru t ,  1 9 7 4 .

________________ . A l- N ih a y a  f t  l - f i ta n  w a - l - m a la h im .  E d . A h m a d  cA b d  a l- S h a f i .  B e iru t ,  1 9 8 8 .

 . T a fs ir  a l - Q u r ’a n  a l - a z im .  4  v o ls .  C a i r o ,  n .d .

Ib n  K h u z a y m a ,  M u h a m m a d  ib n  I s h a q .  S a h ih .  E d . M u h a m m a d  M u s ta f a  a l - A 'z a m i .  4  

v o ls . B e iru t ,  1 9 7 5 .

Ib n  M a ja ,  M u h a m m a d  ib n  Y a z id .  A l- S u n a n .  E d . M u h a m m a d  cA b d  a l - B a q i .  2  v o ls .  C a i 

ro  1 9 5 2 .

Ib n  a l - M u r a j j a ,  A b u  1 - M a 'a l i  ib n  I b r a h im  a l - M a q d is i .  F a d a ’ i l  B a y t  a l - M a q d i s  w a - l-  

K h a l i l  w a - fa d d ’d  a l - S h a m .  E d . O f e r  L iv n e - K a f r i .  S h f a r a m , 1 9 9 5 .

Ib n  Q a n i ' ,  cA b d  a l - B a q i .  M u cj a m  a l - s a h a b a .  E d . S a la h  ib n  S a l im  a l - M is r a t i .  3 v o ls .  

M e d in a ,  1 9 9 7 .

Ib n  Q a y y im  a l - J a w z iy y a .  A h k a m  a h l  a l - d h im m a .  3 v o ls .  E d . Y u s u f  ib n  A h m a d  a l - B a k r i ,  

S h a k i r  ib n  T a w f iq  a l - 'A r u r i .  R iy a d  a n d  B e iru t ,  1 9 9 7 .

________________ . H id a y a t  a l - h a y a r d  f i  a jw i b a t  a l - Y a h u d  w a - l - N a s a r a .  E d . ' I s a m  F a r i s  a l -

H a r a s ta n i .  B e iru t ,  1 9 9 4 .

________________ . I g h a th a t  a l - la h fa n  m in  m a s a y id  a l - s h a y td n .  E d  M u h a m m a d  S a y y id  K a y la n i .

C a iro ,  1 9 6 1 .

Ib n  Q u d a m a ,  'A b d a l l a h  ib n  A h m a d .  A l- T a b y i n  f i  a n s a b  a l - Q u r a s h iy y in .  E d . M u h a m 

m a d  N a y i f  a l - D a l im i .  B e iru t ,  1 9 8 8 .

Ib n  Q u la w a y h i ,  J a ' f a r  ib n  M u h a m m a d .  K a m i l  a l - z iy a r a t .  B e iru t ,  1 9 9 7 .

Ib n  Q u ta y b a ,  'A b d a l l a h  ib n  M u s l im .  K ita b  a l - m a ca n i  a l - k a b ir .  3 v o ls .  B e iru t ,  1 9 8 4 .

________________ . T a fs ir  g h a r ib  a l - Q u r ’a n .  E d . A h m a d  S a q r .  B e iru t ,  1 9 7 8 .

Ib n  R a b b a n ,  'A l i  a l - T a b a r i .  A l - D in  w a - l - d a w la  f i  i t h b a t  n u b u w w a t  a l - n a b iy y  M u h a m 

m a d .  E d . ' A d il N u w a y h id .  B e iru t ,  1 9 7 3 .

Ib n  R u s ta m  a l - T a b a r i ,  M u h a m m a d  ib n  J a r i r .  D a la ’ i l  a l - im a m a .  B e iru t ,  1 9 8 8 .

Ib n  S a 'd ,  M u h a m m a d .  K ita b  a l - ta b a q a t .  8 v o ls .  B e ir u t ,  1 9 6 0 .

Ib n  S h a b b a ,  A b u  Z a y d  'U m a r .  T d r ik h  a l - M a d in a  a l - M u n a w w a r a .  E d . F a h im  M u h a m 

m a d  S h a la tu t .  4  v o ls .  M e c c a ,  1 9 7 9 .

Ib n  S h a d h a n ,  A b u  M u h a m m a d  a l - F a d l  a l - A z d i  a l - N a y s a b u r i .  A l- ld a h .  B e iru t ,  1 9 8 2 .
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Ib n  S h a h in ,  cU m a r  ib n  A h m a d .  S h a r h  m a d h a h ib  a h l  a l - s u n n a .  E d . cA d il  ib n  M u h a m 

m a d .  R iy a d ,  1 9 9 5 .

Ib n  S h a h r a s h u b ,  M u h a m m a d  ib n  cA li. M a n a q ib  a l  A b i  T d l ib .  3 v o ls . N a ja f ,  1 956 .

Ib n  T a w u s , cA li  ib n  M u s a . A l- M a la h im  w a - l- f i ta n .  B e iru t ,  1 9 8 8 .

Ib n  W a h b ,  '• 'A b d a lla h . A l - J a m ic f i  l - h a d i th .  E d . M u s ta f a  H a s a n  H u s a y n  M u h a m m a d .  2  

v o ls . R iy a d , 1 9 9 6 .

a l - I r b i l i ,  c A li  ib n  cI s a  ib n  A b i 1 -F a th . K a s h f  a l - g h im m a  f i  m a 'r i f a t  a l - a ’ im m a .  R e p r .  

B e iru t ,  1 9 8 5 .

J a b b u r ,  J i b r a i l  S . T h e  B e d o u in s  a n d  th e  D e s e r t :  A s p e c t s  o f  N o m a d ic  L i f e  in  th e  A r a b  

E a s t .  T ra n s ,  f r o m  th e  A r a b ic  a n d  e d . L a w r e n c e  I. C o n ra d . A lb a n y , 1 9 9 5 .

a l - J a h iz ,  cA m r  ib n  B a h r .  K i ta b  a l - h a y a w a n .  8  v o ls .  E d . cA b d  a l - S a la m  M u h a m m a d  

H a ru n . C a iro ,  1 9 6 9 , r e p r .  B e iru t ,  1 9 8 8 .

J a f r i ,  H u s a in  M . O r ig in s  a n d  E a r l y  D e v e lo p m e n t  o f  S h i ca  I s la m .  L o n d o n  a n d  N e w  

Y o rk , 1 9 7 9 .

a l - J a s s a s ,  A h m a d  ib n  cA l i . A h k a m  a l - Q u r Dd n .  E d . M u h a m m a d  a l - S a d iq  Q a m h a w i .  5 

v o ls . R e p r .  B e ir u t ,  1 9 8 5 .

a l - J a w r a q a n i ,  a l - H u s a y n  ib n  Ib r a h im  a l - H a m a d h a n i .  A l- A b d tU  w a - l - m a n a k i r  w a - l - s ih d h  

w a - l - m a s h a h ir .  E d . cA b d  a l - R a h m a n  a l - F a r y a w a 3i. 2  v o ls .  B e n a r e s ,  1 4 0 3 /1 9 8 3 ,  

re p r . R iy a d ,  1 9 9 4 .

J u y n b o l l ,  G a u t ie r  H .A . .  “ T h e  P o s i t io n  o f  Q u r 3a n  R e c i t a t i o n  in  E a r ly  I s l a m ” , J o u r n a l  o f  

S e m it ic  S tu d ie s  19 ( 1 9 7 4 ) ,  2 4 0 - 5 1 .

_________ . “ T h e  Q u r r a 3 in  E a r ly  I s la m ic  H is to r y ” , J o u r n a l  o f  th e  E c o n o m ic  a n d  S o c ia l

H is to r y  o f  th e  O r ie n t  16 ( 1 9 7 3 ) ,  1 1 3 - 2 9 .

a l - K a la ci, S u la y m a n  ib n  M u s a . A l- I k t i fa  ' b i - m a  ta d a m m a n a h u  m in  m a g h a z i  r a s u l  A l la h  

w a - l - th a ld th a  a l - k h u la f a : . E d . M u h a m m a d  cIz z  a l - D in  cA li .  4  v o ls . B e iru t ,  1 9 9 7 .

K a n z  =  '•'A la3 a l - D in  a l - M u t ta q i  ib n  H u s a m  a l - D in  a l - H in d i .  K a n z  a l - cu m m a l  f i  s u n a n  a l-  

a q w a l  w a - l - a f ca l .  E d . S a f w a t  a l - S a q q a  a n d  B a k r i  H a y y a n i .  16 v o ls .  B e iru t ,  1 9 7 9 .

a l - K a r a j i k i ,  M u h a m m a d  ib n  c A l i .  K a n z  a l - fa w d N d .  E d . 'A b d a l l a h  N a 'm a .  2  v o ls .  

B e iru t ,  1 9 8 5 .

K a s h f  a l - a s ta r  =  a l - H a y th a m i ,  N u r  a l - D in .  K a s h f  a l - a s ta r  ca n  z a w a  ' i d  a l - B a z z a r .  E d . 

H a b ib  a l - R a h m a n  a l - A cz a m i. 4  v o ls . B e iru t ,  1 9 7 9 .

K e n n e d y ,  H u g h . T h e  P r o p h e t  a n d  th e  A g e  o f  th e  C a l ip h a te s :  th e  I s la m ic  N e a r  E a s t  f r o m  

th e  S ix th  to  th e  E le v e n th  C e n tu i y .  L o n d o n  a n d  N e w  Y o rk , 1 9 9 4 .

K in b e r g ,  L e a h .  “ M u h k a m a t  a n d  M u ta s h a b ih a t  ( K o r a n  3 /7 ) :  I m p l i c a t i o n  o f  a  K o r a n ic  

P a ir  o f  T e r m s  in  M e d ie v a l  E x e g e s is ” , A r a b ic a  3 5  ( 1 9 8 8 ) ,  1 4 3 - 7 2 .

K h a l i f a  ib n  K h a y y a t .  T a r ik h .  E d . A k ra m  D iy a 3 a l - cU m a r i .  B a g h d a d ,  1 9 6 7 .
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a l - K h a l la l ,  A b u  B a k r  A h m a d  ib n  M u h a m m a d .  A h k a m  a h l  a l - m i la l .  E d . S a y y id  K is r a w i 

H a s a n .  B e iru t ,  1 9 9 4 .

a l - K h a r g u s h i ,  A b u  S a cd  cA b d  a l - M a l ik  ib n  A b i 'U t h m a n .  S h a r a f  a l - n a b iy y .  M S . B r it is h  

L ib ra r y ,  O r .  3 0 1 4 .

K is te r ,  M .J . “ D o  n o t  A s s im i l a te  Y o u r s e l v e s . . . ” , J e r u s a le m  S tu d ie s  in  A r a b ic  a n d  I s la m  

12 ( 1 9 8 9 ) ,  3 2 1 - 7 1 .

________________ . “H a d d i th u  ca n  b a n i  i s r a ’i la  w a - la  h a r a ja ”, I s r a e l  O r ie n ta l  S tu d i e s  2  ( 1 9 7 2 ) ,

2 1 5 - 3 9 ,  re p r . in  i d e m , S tu d ie s ,  X IV .

_________ . “ L a n d  P r o p e r ty  a n d  J i h a d ”, J o u r n a l  o f  th e  E c o n o m i c  a n d  S o c ia l  H is t o r y  o f

th e  O r ie n t  3 4 ( 1 9 9 1 ) ,  2 7 0 - 3 1 1 .

_________ . " O n  a  M o n o th e i s t i c  A s p e c t  o f  a  J a h i l i y y a  P r a c t i c e ” , J e r u s a le m  S tu d i e s  in

A r a b ic  a n d  I s la m  2 ( 1 9 8 0 ) ,  3 3 - 5 8 ,  re p r . in  id e m . S o c ie ty  a n d  R e l ig io n ,  I.

_________ . “ S o c ia l  a n d  R e l ig io u s  C o n c e p ts  o f  A u th o r i ty  in  I s l a m ” , J e r u s a le m  S tu d ie s  in

A r a b ic  a n d  I s la m  18 ( 1 9 9 4 ) ,  8 4 - 1 2 7 .

________________ . S o c ie t y  a n d  R e l ig io n  F r o m  J a h i l i y y a  to  I s la m .  A ld e r s h o t ,  1 9 9 0 .

_________ . “ S o m e  R e p o r ts  C o n c e r n in g  a l - T a ’ i f  ” , J e r u s a le m  S tu d ie s  in  A r a b ic  a n d  I s la m

I ( 1 9 7 9 ) ,  1 - 1 8 ,  r e p r .  in  id e m , S tu d ie s ,  X I.

 ________________. S tu d ie s  in  J a h i l i y y a  a n d  E a r ly  I s la m .  L o n d o n , 1 9 8 0 .

K o h lb e r g ,  E ta n .  “ F r o m  I m a m i y y a  to  I t h n a - 'A s h a r i y y a ” , B u l l e t i n  o f  t h e  S c h o o l  o f  

O r ie n ta l  a n d  A fr i c a n  S tu d ie s  3 9  (1 9 7 6 ) ,  5 2 1 - 3 4 .

_________ . “ M e d ie v a l  M u s l im  V ie w s  o n  M a r ty r d o m ” , K o n in k l i j k e  N e d e r la n d s e  A k a d e -

m ie  v a n  W e t e n s c h a p p e n ,  M e d e d e l in g e n  v a n  d e  A fd e l i n g  L e t t e r k u n d e ,  N ie u w e  

R e e k s ,  D e e l 6 0  n o . 7  (A m s te r d a m , 1 9 9 7 ) , 2 8 1 - 3 0 7 .

_________ . “ T h e  P o s i t i o n  o f  th e  W a la d  a l - Z in a  in  I m a m i  S h i c i s m ” , B u l l e t i n  o f  th e

S c h o o l  o f  O r ie n ta l  a n d  A fr i c a n  S tu d ie s  4 8  ( 1 9 8 5 ) ,  2 3 7 - 6 6 .

_________ . “ S o m e  I m a m i S h ici V ie w s  o n  th e  S a h a b a ” , J e r u s a le m  S tu d ie s  in  A r a b ic  a n d

Is la m  5 ( 1 9 8 4 ) ,  1 4 3 - 7 6 .

K r a e m e r ,  J o e l  L . “ A p o s ta te s ,  R e b e ls  a n d  B r ig a n d s ” , I s r a e l  O r ie n ta l  S tu d ie s  10  ( 1 9 8 0 ) ,  

3 4 - 7 3 .

a l - K u l in i ,  A b u  J a cf a r  M u h a m m a d  ib n  Y a 'q u b .  A l - U s u l  w a - l - fu r u c m in  a l - K a f i .  E d . 'A l i  

A k b a r  a l - G i f f a r i .  8 v o ls . B e iru t ,  1 9 8 0 .

a l - L a l ik a ’ i, H ib a tu l la h  ib n  a l - H a s a n .  S h a r h  u s u l  i ct i q a d  a h l  a l - s u n n a  w a - l - ja m a ca .  E d . 

A h m a d  S a 'd  H a m d a n . 4  v o ls . R iy a d , 1 9 8 8 .

L a n e , E . W . A n  A r a b ic - E n g l is h  L e x ic o n .  R e p r .  2  v o ls .  C a m b r id g e ,  1 9 8 4 .

L a z a r u s - Y a f e h ,  H a v a . I n t e r tw in e d  W o r ld s :  M e d ie v a l  I s la m  a n d  B ib le  C r i t ic i s m .  P r in c e 

to n ,  1 9 9 2 .
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L e c k e r ,  M ic h a e l .  “ H u d h a y f a  b . a l - Y a m a n  a n d  cA m m a r  b . Y a s ir ,  J e w is h  C o n v e r ts  to  I s 

la m ” , Q u a d e r n i  d i  S tu d i  A r a b i  11 (1 9 9 3 ) ,  1 4 9 - 6 2 .

L e d e r ,  S te f a n .  “ T h e  A t t i tu d e  o f  th e  P o p u la t io n ,  E s p e c ia l ly  th e  J e w s ,  to w a r d s  th e  A ra b -  

I s la m ic  C o n q u e s t  o f  B i la d  a l - S h a m  a n d  th e  Q u e s t io n  o f  th e i r  R o le  T h e r e i n ” , D ie  

W e lt  d e s  O r ie n t s  18 (1 9 8 7 ) ,  6 4 - 7 1 .

L e e m h u is ,  F r e d .  “ O r ig in s  a n d  E a r ly  D e v e lo p m e n t  o f  th e  T a fs ir  T r a d i t i o n ” , in  A n d r e w  

R ip p in ,  e d . ,  A p p r o a c h e s  to  th e  H is to r y  o f  th e  I n t e r p r e ta t io n  o f  th e  Q u r 'a n  (O x f o r d ,  

1 9 8 8 ), 1 3 - 3 0 .

L e w in s te in ,  K e i th .  “ M a k in g  a n d  U n m a k in g  a  S e c t :  th e  H e r e s io g r a p h e r s  a n d  th e  S u f -  

r iy y a ” , S tu d ia  I s la m ic a  7 6  (1 9 9 2 ) ,  7 5 - 9 6 .

L e w is ,  B e r n a r d .  “ A n  A p o c a ly p t i c  V is io n  o f  I s la m ic  H is to r y ” , B u l l e t in  o f  th e  S c h o o l  o f  

O r ie n ta l  a n d  A fr i c a n  S tu d ie s  1 3 /2  (1 9 5 0 ) ,  3 0 8 - 3 8 .

________________. T h e  J e w s  o f  I s la m .  P r in c e to n  1 9 8 4 .

L ic h t e n s ta e d t e r ,  I ls e .  ‘“ A n d  B e c o m e  Y e  A c c u r s e d  A p e s ’” , J e r u s a le m  S tu d ie s  in  A r a b ic  

a n d  I s la m  1 4 ( 1 9 9 1 ) ,  1 5 3 - 7 5 .

L iv n e - K a f r i ,  O f e r .  “ E a r ly  M u s l im  A s c e t i c s  a n d  th e  W o r ld  o f  C h r is t i a n  M o n a s t i c i s m ” , 

J e r u s a le m  S tu d ie s  in  A r a b ic  a n d  I s la m  2 0  ( 1 9 9 6 ) ,  1 0 5 - 2 9 .

M a d e lu n g ,  W il f e r d .  “ cA b d  A lla h  b . a l - Z u b a y r  a n d  th e  M a h d i” , J o u r n a l  o f  N e a r  E a s te r n  

S tu d ie s  4 0 ( 1 9 8 1 ) ,  2 9 1 - 3 0 5 .

_________ . “ A p o c a ly p t i c  P r o p h e c i e s  in  H im s  in  th e  U m a y y a d  A g e ” , J o u r n a l  o f  S e m it i c

S tu d ie s  31 (1 9 8 6 ) ,  1 4 1 - 8 5 .

________________ . T h e  S u c c e s s io n  to  M u h a m m a d :  a  S tu d y  o f  th e  E a r ly  C a l ip h a te .  C a m b r id g e ,

1 9 9 7 .

M a j m a c a l - z a w a ' i d  =  a l - H a y th a m i ,  N u r  a l - D in .  M a j m a c a l - z a w a ' i d  w a - m a n b a c a l - fa -  

w a 'id .  10  v o ls .  R e p r .  B e iru t ,  1 9 8 7 .

a l - M a s cu d i ( p s . - ) ,  cA l l  ib n  a l - H u s a y n .  I t h b a t  a l - w a s iy y a  l i - l - im a m  cA l i  ib n  A b i  T d l ib .  

B e iru t ,  1 9 9 8 .

a l- M a r w a z i ,  M u h a m m a d  ib n  N a s r .  A l- S u n n a .  E d . S a l im  a l- S a la f i .  B e iru t ,  1 9 8 8 .

a l - M a w a r d i ,  cA li  ib n  M u h a m m a d .  A l- N u k a t  w a - l - cu y u n  f t  ta f s i r  a l - Q u r 'a n .  E d . cA b d  a l-  

M a q s u d  ib n  cA b d  a l- R a h im . 6  v o ls .  B e iru t ,  1 9 9 2 .

M c A u li f f e ,  J a n e  D a m m e n .  Q u r 'a n ic  C h r is t ia n s .  C a m b r id g e ,  1 9 9 1 .

a l - M in h a j i ,  A b u  cA b d a l la h  M u h a m m a d  ib n  S h ih a b  a l - D in .  I t h a f  a l - a k h is s a  b i - f a d a ’i l  a l-  

m a s j id  a l - a q s a .  E d . A h m a d  R a m a d a n  A h m a d . 2  v o ls . C a iro ,  1 9 8 2 .

M u h ib b  a l - D in  a l - T a b a r i .  A l- Q ir d  l i - q a s i d  U m m  a l- Q u r a .  E d . M u s ta f a  a l - S a q q a .  C a i r o ,  

1 9 7 0 .



M u ja h id  ib n  J a b r .  A l- T a fs i r .  E d . cA b d  a l - R a h m a n  a l- S u r a t i .  2  v o ls .  I s la m a b a d ,  n .d .

M u j i r  a l - D in  a l - H a n b a l i .  A l - U n s  a l - ja l i l  b i - ta r i k h  a l - Q u d s  w a - l - K h a l i l .  2  v o ls .  B e i r u t ,  

1 9 7 3 .

M u q a t i l  ib n  S u la y m a n .  T a fs i r  a l - Q u r ’a n .  E d . 'A b d a l l a h  M a h m u d  S h ih a ta .  5  v o ls .  C a iro ,  

1 9 7 9 .

a l - M u s 'a b  ib n  'A b d a l l a h  a l - Z u b a y r i .  N a s a b  Q u r a y s h .  E d . E . L ^ v i - P r o v e n ^ a l .  C a i r o ,  

1 9 5 3 .

M u s l im  ib n  a l - H a j ja j .  A l- S a h ih .  8 v o ls . C a i r o ,  1 9 1 5 , re p r .  C a i r o ,  n .d .

M u s ta d r a k  =  a l - H a k im  M u h a m m a d  ib n  'A b d a l l a h  a l - N a y s a b u r i .  A l- M u s ta d r a k  ca la  l- 

s a h ih a y n .  4  v o ls .  H y d e r a b a d ,  1 3 4 2 /1 9 2 3 .

a l - N a h h a s ,  A h m a d  ib n  M u h a m m a d .  I cr a b  a l - Q u r 'a n .  E d . Z u h a y r  G h a z i  Z a h id .  5  v o ls .  

C a iro ,  1 9 8 5 .

a l - N a q q a s h ,  A b u  B a k r  M u h a m m a d  ib n  a l - H a s a n .  S h i f a '  a l - s u d u r .  M S . C h e s te r  B e a t ty ,  

3 3 8 9 .

a l - N a s a ’ i, A h m a d  ib n  S h u 'a y b .  K h a s a ' i s  a m ir  a l - m u 'm i n in  cA l i  ib n  A b i  T a l ib .  E d . A h 

m a d  M ir in  a l - B a lu s h i .  K u w a y t ,  1 9 8 6 .

________________ . A l - S u n a n  a l - k u b r a .  E d . 'A b d  a l - G h a f f a r  a l - B a n d a r i  a n d  S a y y id  H a s a n .  6

v o ls .  B e iru t ,  1 9 9 1 .

N o th ,  A lb r e c h t ,  a n d  L a w r e n c e  I. C o n r a d .  T h e  E a r l y  I s la m ic  H i s t o r i c a l  T r a d i t i o n :  a  

S o u r c e - C r i t i c a l  S tu d y .  T r a n s .  M ic h a e l  B o n n e r .  P r in c e to n ,  1 9 9 4 .

N u 'a y m  ib n  H a m m a d .  K ita b  a l - f i ta n .  E d . S u h a y l  Z a k k a r .  B e iru t ,  1 9 9 3 .

a l - N u 'm a n i ,  Ib n  A b i Z a y n a b  M u h a m m a d  ib n  Ib r a h im . A l- G h a y b a .  B e iru t ,  1 9 8 3 .

P a re t ,  R u d i.  D e r  K o r a n :  K o m m e n ta r  u n d  K o n k o r d a n z .  S tu t tg a r t ,  1 9 7 1 .

P e r lm a n n ,  M o s h e . “ A  L e g e n d a r y  S to r y  o f  K a 'b  a l - A h b a r ’s C o n v e r s io n  to  I s l a m ” , T h e  

J o s h u a  S ta r r  M e m o r ia l  V o lu m e  (N e w  Y o rk ,  1 9 5 3 ), 8 5 - 9 9 .

P in e s ,  S h lo m o .  “ N o te s  o n  I s la m  a n d  o n  A r a b ic  C h r i s t i a n i t y  a n d  J u d a e o - C h r i s t i a n i t y ” , 

J e r u s a le m  S tu d ie s  in  A r a b ic  a n d  I s la m  4  ( 1 9 8 4 ) ,  1 3 5 - 5 2 .

a l - Q u m m i ,  'A l i  ib n  I b r a h im . A l- T a f s i r .  2 v o ls .  B e iru t ,  1 9 9 1 .

a l - Q u r tu b i ,  M u h a m m a d  ib n  A h m a d .  A l - J a m ic l i - a h k a m  a l - Q u r 'a n .  2 0  v o ls . C a iro ,  1 9 6 7 .

________________. A l- T a d h k i r a  f i  a h w a l  a l - m a w ta  w a - u m u r  a l - a k h ir a .  B e iru t ,  1 9 9 0 .

a l - R a b i '  ib n  H a b ib .  A l - J a m ic a l - s a h ih .  E d . M u h a m m a d  I d r i s  a n d  'A s h u r  ib n  Y u s u f .  

B e iru t  a n d  D a m a s c u s ,  1 9 9 5 .

a l - R a w a n d i ,  Q u tb  a l - D in  S a ' i d  ib n  'A b d a l l a h .  A l - K h a r a ' i j  w a - l - ja r a ' i h .  3 v o ls .  B e i r u t ,  

1 9 9 1 .
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a l - R a z i ,  F a k h r  a l - D in  A b u  'A b d a l l a h  M u h a m m a d  ib n  c l ) m a r .  A l - T a f s l r  a l - k a b ir .  3 2  

v o ls . C a i r o  n .d . ,  r e p r .  T e h r a n ,  n .d .

R ip p in ,  A n d r e w .  “ T h e  F u n c t io n  o f  A s b a b  a l - N u z u l  in  Q u r ’ a n ic  E x e g e s i s ” , B u l l e t in  o f  

th e  S c h o o l  o f  O r ie n ta l  a n d  A fr i c a n  S tu d ie s  51 ( 1 9 8 8 ) ,  1 - 2 0 .

________________ . M u s l im s :  T h e i r  R e l i g io u s  B e l i e f s  a n d  P r a c t ic e s .  V o l. 1 : th e  F o r m a t iv e  P e r 

io d .  L o n d o n  a n d  N e w  Y o rk ,  1 9 9 0 .

R u b in ,  U r i .  “ T h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  M e d in a :  S o m e  N o te s ” , S tu d ia  I s la m ic a  6 2  ( 1 9 8 5 ) ,  

5 - 2 3 .

________________ . T h e  E y e  o f  th e  B e h o ld e r :  th e  L i f e  o f  M u h a m m a d  a s  V ie w e d  b y  th e  E a r ly

M u s l im s .  P r in c e to n ,  1 9 9 5 .

________________ . “H a n i f i y y a  a n d  K a 'b a — a n  I n q u i r y  in to  th e  A r a b ia n  P r e - I s l a m ic  B a c k g r o u n d

o f  D in  I b r a h im ” , J e r u s a le m  S tu d ie s  in  A r a b ic  a n d  I s la m  13 (1 9 9 0 ) ,  8 5 - 1 1 2 .

_________ . “ T h e  K a 'b a — A s p e c ts  o f  i ts  R i tu a l  F u n c t io n s ” , J e r u s a le m  S tu d ie s  in  A r a b ic

a n d  I s la m  8 ( 1 9 8 6 ) ,  9 7 - 1 3 1 .

________________ . T h e  P r o p h e t  M u h a m m a d  in  th e  E a r ly  L i t e r a tu r e  o f  H a d ith .  P h .D . T h e s is ,  T e l

A v iv  U n iv e r s i ty ,  1 9 7 6  ( in  H e b re w ) .

_________ . “ P r o p h e t s  a n d  P r o g e n i to r s  in  th e  E a r ly  S h i 'a  T r a d i t i o n ” , J e r u s a le m  S tu d ie s

in Arabic and Islam  1 ( 1979) ,  41- 65.

S a h n u n  ib n  S a ' i d  a l - T a n u k h i .  A l- M u d a w w a n a  a l - k u b r a .  4  v o ls .  B e iru t ,  1 9 8 6 .

a l - S a m a r q a n d i ,  A b u  1 -L a y th  N a s r  ib n  M u h a m m a d .  T a fs ir  a l - Q u r 'a n .  E d . c A li  M u 'a w -  

w a d , cA d il  cA b d  a l - M a w ju d ,  a n d  Z a k a r iy y a  a l - N a w t i .  3 v o ls .  B e iru t ,  1 9 9 3 .

a l - S a m h u d i ,  N u r  a l - D in  c A li ib n  A h m a d .  W a fa *  a l - w a fa  b i - a k h b d r  d a r  a l - M u s ta fa .  E d . 

M u h a m m a d  M u h y i  1 -D in  cA b d  a l - H a m id .  B e iru t ,  1 9 8 4 .

S a y f  ib n  c U m a r  a l - T a m im i .  K i ta b  a l - r id d a  w a - l - fu tu h  a n d  K i t a b  a l - ja m a l  w a - m a s ir  

cA :,is h a  w a - cA li .  E d . Q a s im  a l - S a m a r r a i .  L e id e n ,  1 9 9 5 .

S c h a c h t ,  J o s e p h .  T h e  O r ig in s  o f  M u h a m m a d a n  J u r i s p r u d e n c e .  R e p r .  O x fo rd ,  1 9 7 9 .

S c h o e le r ,  G r e g o r .  “ D ie  F r a g c  d e r  s c h r i f t l i c h e n  o d e r  m i in d l i c h e n  U b e r l i e f e r u n g  d e r  

W is s e n s c h a f te n  im  f r i ih e r e n  I s la m ” , D e r  I s la m  6 2  (1 9 8 5 ) ,  2 0 1 - 3 0 .

_________ . “ M i in d l ic h e  T h o r a h  u n d  H a d i t :  U b e r l i e f e r u n g ,  S c h r e ib v e r b o t ,  R e d a k t i o n ” ,

D e r  I s la m  6 6  (1 9 8 9 ) ,  2 1 3 - 5 1 .

S e z g in ,  F u a t .  G e s c h ic h te  d e s  a r a b is c h e n  S c h r i f t tu m s .  L e id e n ,  1 9 6 7 - .

S h a b a n ,  M .A . I s la m ic  H is to r y :  a  N e w  I n t e r p r e ta t io n .  V o l. I :  A .D .  6 0 0 - 7 5 0 .  C a m b r id g e ,  

1 9 7 1 , r e p r .  1 9 7 7 .

S h a ro n ,  M o s h e .  “ ’T h e  P r a i s e s  o f  J e r u s a l e m ’ a s  a  S o u r c e  f o r  th e  E a r ly  H is to ry  o f  I s la m ” , 

B ib l io th e c a  O r ie n ta l i s  4 9  ( 1 9 9 2 ) ,  5 6 - 6 7 .
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a l - S h a y k h  a l - M u f id ,  M u h a m m a d  ib n  M u h a m m a d  a l - cA s k a r i .  A l- I k h t i s a s .  E d . cA li  A k -  

b a r  a l - G i f f a r i .  B e iru t ,  1 9 8 2 .

________________ . A l - I r s h a d f i  m a cr i fa t  h u ja j  A l la h  ca la  l - cib a d .  B e iru t ,  1 9 7 9 .

S p e ig h t ,  M a r s to n  R . “ T h e  F u n c t io n  o f  H a d ith  a s  C o m m e n ta r y  o n  th e  Q u r ’a n ,  a s  S e e n  in  

th e  S ix  A u th o r i t a t iv e  C o l l e c t i o n s ” , in  A n d r e w  R ip p in ,  e d . ,  A p p r o a c h e s  to  th e  H i s 

to r y  o f  th e  I n t e r p r e ta t io n  o f  th e  Q urD a n  (O x f o r d ,  1 9 8 8 ) , 6 3 - 8 1 .

a l - S u h a y l i ,  cA b d  a l - R a h m a n  ib n  c A b d a l la h .  A l - T a cr i f  w a - l - i cla m  ca n  a l - a s m a ’  a l- m u b -  

h a m a  f i  l- Q u r ^ a n .  M S . B r i t is h  L ib r a r y ,  O r. 2 1 8 4 .

S u la y m  ib n  Q a y s  a l - H i la l i .  K ita b  a l - s a q i fa .  N a ja f ,  n .d .

a l - S u y u t i ,  J a la l  a l - D in .  A l - cA r f  a l - w a r d i  f i  a k h b a r  a l - m a h d i .  E d . M u s a  I s m a cil a l - B a s i t .  

J e r u s a le m , 1 9 9 5 .

________________ . A l - D u r r  a l - m a n t h u r  f i  l - t a f s i r  b i - l - m a 't h u r .  6  v o ls .  C a i r o ,  1 3 1 4 /1 8 6 9 ,  r e p r .

B e iru t ,  n .d .

________________ . A l - K h a s a Jis  a l- k u b r a .  E d . M u h a m m a d  K h a li l  H a ra s .  3 v o ls . C a i r o ,  1 9 6 7 .

________________ . N u z i i l  cl s a  ib n  M a r y a m  a k h i r  a l - z a m a n .  E d . M u h a m m a d  cA b d  a l - Q a d i r

cA ta ’ . B e ir u t ,  1 9 8 5 .

S v i r i ,  S a r a .  “ W a - r a h b a n iy y a ta n  ib t a d a cu h d \  a n  A n a ly s i s  o f  T r a d i t io n s  C o n c e r n in g  th e  

O r ig in  a n d  E v a lu a t io n  o f  C h r i s t i a n  M o n a s t i c i s m ” , J e r u s a le m  S tu d i e s  in  A r a b ic  a n d  

I s la m  1 3 ( 1 9 9 0 ) ,  1 9 5 - 2 0 8 .

a l - T a b a r a n i ,  S u la y m a n  ib n  A h m a d .  A t - M u cj a m  a l - a w s a t .  E d . M a h m u d  a l - T a h h a n .  10  

v o ls .  R iy a d ,  1 9 8 5 - 9 5 .

________________ . A l - M u cj a m  a l - k a b i r .  E d . H a m d i cA b d  a l - M a j id  a l - S a la f i .  2 5  v o ls .  B a g h d a d ,

1 9 8 0 - 8 5 .

________________ . A l - M u cj a m  a l - s a g h ir .  E d . cA b d  a l - R a h m a n  M u h a m m a d  c U th m a n .  2  v o ls .

C a iro ,  1 9 8 1 - 8 3 .

a l - T a b a r i ,  M u h a m m a d  ib n  J a r i r .  J a m i c a l - b a y a n  f i  ta f s i r  a l - Q u r ^ a n .  3 0  v o l s .  B u la q ,  

1 3 2 3 /1 9 0 5 , r e p r .  B e ir u t ,  1 9 7 2 .

________________ . S a r ih  a l - s u n n a .  E d . B a d r  ib n  Y u s u f  a l - M a ctu q . K u w a i t ,  1 9 8 5 .

________________ . T a h d h ib  a l- a th a r .  E d . M a h m u d  M u h a m m a d  S h a k ir .  6  v o ls .  C a ir o ,  1 9 8 2 .

________________ . T a h d h ib  a l - a th a r  ( a ! - ju z J a l - m a fq u d ) .  E d . c A li R id a .  B e iru t ,  1 9 9 5 .

_________________. T d r i k h  a l - r u s u l  w a - l - m u lu k .  E d . M .J .  D e  G o e je  e t  a l .  15 v o l s .  L e id e n ,

1 8 7 9 -1 9 0 1  (E d . M u h a m m a d  A b u  1 -F ad l Ib r a h im . 10 v o ls .  R e p r .  C a i r o ,  1 9 8 7 ).

a l - T a b r i s i ,  a l - F a d l  ib n  a l - H a s a n .  l cla m  a l - w a r a  b i - a cla m  a l - h u d a .  E d . cA li  A k b a r  a l -  

G h i f f a r i .  R e p r .  B e iru t ,  1 9 7 9 .



B ib lio g ra p h y 295

________________ . M a j m a c a l- b a y a n  f i  ta f s i r  a l - Q u r 'a n .  3 0  v o ls .  B e iru t ,  1 9 5 7 .

a l - T a h a w i ,  A b u  J a cf a r  A h m a d  ib n  M u h a m m a d .  M u s h k i l  a l - a th a r .  4  v o ls .  H y d e r a b a d ,  

1 3 3 3 /1 9 1 4 , r e p r .  B e iru t ,  n .d .

________________ . S h a r h  m a cd n i  l - a th a r .  E d . M u h a m m a d  Z u h r i  a l - N a j ja r .  4  v o ls .  R e p r .  B e iru t ,

1 9 8 7 .

T a r i k h  B a g h d a d  =  A l - K h a t i b  a l - B a g h d a d i ,  A h m a d  ib n  c A li .  T a r ik h  B a g h d a d .  E d . M u 

h a m m a d  S a cid  a l - cU rf i a n d  M u h a m m a d  H a m id  a l - F a q iy y .  14 v o ls .  C a i r o ,  c a .  1 9 3 2 , 

r e p r .  B e ir u t ,  n .d .

a l - T a y a l i s i ,  A b u  D a w u d  S u la y m a n  ib n  D a w u d . A l- M u s n a d .  H y d e r a b a d ,  1 3 2 1 /1 9 0 3 .

a l - T h a ca l i b i ,  cA b d  a l - M a l ik  ib n  M u h a m m a d .  T h im a r  a l - q u lu b .  E d . I b r a h im  S a l ih .  2  

v o ls .  D a m a s c u s ,  1 9 9 4 .

a l - T h a cIa b i , A b u  I s h a q  A h m a d  ib n  M u h a m m a d .  A l - K a s h f  w a - l - b a y a n  ca n  ta f s i r  a y  a l-  

Q u r 'a n .  M S . B e r l i n ,  S p r e n g e r ,  4 0 9 ;  M S . T e l  A v iv  U n iv e r s i ty ,  n o .  5 0 8 7 5 0 ;  M S . 

I s ta n b u l ,  A h m e t  I I I , 76/11—IV .

________________ . Q is a s  a l - a n b iy a '  ( =  cA r a ' i s  a l- m a ja l i s ) .  B e ir u t ,  n .d .

T irm id h i /T u A /a  =  cA b d  a l - R a h m a n  a l - M u b a r a k f u r i .  T u h fa t  a l - a h w a d h i  s h a r h  J a m i c a l-  

T ir m id h i .  E d . cA b d  a l - R a h m a n  M u h a m m a d  cU th m a n . 10  v o ls . C a ir o ,  1 9 7 9 .

T o t t o l i ,  R o b e r to .  “ T r a d i t i o n s  a n d  C o n t r o v e r s ie s  C o n c e r n in g  th e  S u g u d  a l - Q u r 'a n  in  

H a d i t  L i t e r a tu r e ” . Z e i t s c h r i f t  d e r  D e u ts c h e n  M o r g e n ld n d is c h e n  G e s e l l s c h a f t  1 4 7

( 1 9 9 7 ) ,  3 7 1 - 9 3 .

a l - T u s i ,  M u h a m m a d  ib n  a l - H a s a n .  A l- T a b y a n  f i  ta f s i r  a l - Q u r 'a n .  E d . A h m a d  a l - cA m il i .  

10 v o ls .  B e ir u t ,  n .d .

V a n  E s s ,  J o s e f .  T h e o lo g ie  u n d  G e s e l l s c h a f t  im  2 . u n d  3 .  J a h r h u n d e r t  H id s c h r a :  E in e  

G e s c h ic h te  d e s  r e l ig id s e n  D e n k e n s  im  f r i i h e n  I s la m .  6  v o ls .  B e r l in  a n d  N e w  Y o rk , 

1 9 9 1 - 9 5 .

________________ . Z w is c h e n  H a d i t  u n d  T h e o lo g ie :  S tu d ie n  z u m  E n ts t e h e n  p r a d e s t in a t ia n i s c h e r

U b e r l ie fe r u n g .  B e r l in  a n d  N e w  Y o rk ,  1 9 7 5 .

a l - W a h id i ,  c A li  ib n  A h m a d .  A l - W a s i t  f i  t a f s i r  a l - Q u r 'a n  a l - m a j id .  E d . cA d i l  A h m a d  

cA b d  a l - M a w ju d  e t a l .  B e iru t ,  1 9 9 4 .

W a n s b r o u g h ,  J o h n .  T h e  S e c ta r ia n  M i l i e u :  C o n te n t  a n d  C o m p o s i t i o n  o f  I s la m ic  S a l 

v a t io n  H is to r y .  O x f o r d ,  1 9 7 8 .

a l - W a q id i ,  M u h a m m a d  ib n  cU m a r .  K ita b  a l - m a g h a z i .  E d . M a r s d e n  J o n e s .  3 v o ls .  L o n 

d o n , 1 9 6 6 .

a l - W a q id i  ( p s .- ) .  F u tu h  a l - S h a m .  C a ir o ,  1 9 4 9 , r e p r .  B e iru t ,  n .d .

a l - W a s i t i ,  M u h a m m a d  ib n  A h m a d .  F a d a ' i l  a l - b a y t  a l - m u q a d d a s .  E d . I s a a c  H a s s o n .  

J e r u s a le m , 1 9 7 9 .



W a s s e r s t e in ,  D a v id  J. “ E ld a d  h a - D a n i  a n d  P r e s te r  J o h n ” , in  C .F .  B e c k in g h a m  a n d  B . 

H a m i l to n ,  e d s . ,  P r e s t e r  J o h n ,  th e  M o n g o l s  a n d  th e  T e n  L o s t  T r ib e s  ( A ld e r s h o t ,  

1 9 9 6 ) , 2 1 3 - 3 6 .

W a s s e r s t r o m ,  S te v e n  M . B e tw e e n  M u s l im  a n d  J e w :  th e  P r o b le m  o f  S y m b io s i s  u n d e r  

E a r ly  I s la m .  P r in c e to n ,  1 9 9 5 .

W a tt ,  W . M o n tg o m e r y .  B e l l ' s  I n t r o d u c t io n  to  th e  Q u r 'a n .  E d in b u r g h ,  1 9 7 0 .

________________ . T h e  F o r m a t iv e  P e r io d  o f  I s la m ic  T h o u g h t .  E d in b u r g h ,  1 9 7 3 .

_________ . “ K h a r i j i t e  T h o u g h t  in  th e  U m a y y a d  P e r io d ” , D e r  I s la m  3 6  ( 1 9 6 1 ) ,  2 1 5 - 3 1 .

________________ . M u h a m m a d  a t  M e d in a .  O x f o r d ,  1 9 5 6 .

W o l f e n s o h n  ( B e n  Z e e v ) ,  I s r a e l .  K a cb  a l - A h b a r  u n d  s e in e  S te l lu n g  im  H a d i t  u n d  in  d e r  

is la m is c h e n  L e g e n d e n l i te r a tu r .  F r a n k f u r t ,  1 9 3 3 .

a l - Y a cq u b i ,  A h m a d  ib n  A b i Y a cq u b . A l- T d r ik h .  2  v o ls .  B e iru t ,  1 9 6 0 .

a l - Z a j j a j ,  A b u  I s h a q .  M a ca n i  a l - Q u r 'a n  w a - i cr a b u h u .  E d . cA b d  a l - J a l i l  S h a la b i .  5  v o ls .  

B e iru t ,  1 9 8 8 .

a l - Z a m a k h s h a r i ,  J a r u l l a h  M a h m u d  ib n  c U m a r .  A l - K a s h s h a f  ca n  h a q a Jiq  a l - t a n z i l .  4  

v o ls .  C a i r o ,  1 9 6 6 .

a l - Z a r k a s h i ,  M u h a m m a d  ib n  c A b d a l la h .  I cla m  a l - s a j i d  b i - a h k a m  a l - m a s d j id .  E d .  

M u s ta f a  a l - M a r a g h i .  C a i r o ,  1 9 6 5 .
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A a ro n , 6 9 , 8 1 , 187, 188, 189 

‘ A b b a s id s ,  2 5 8 , 2 5 9 , 2 6 6  

a n d  S h icis , 2 7 8  

‘ A b d  a l - cA z iz  ib n  A b i R a w w a d  (M c c c a n , d .

a h  159), 4 2  

cA b d  a l - cA z iz  ib n  S u h a y b  ( B a s r a n ,  d . a h

1 30), 139 

cA b d  a l-M a lik  ( c a lip h ) ,  3 6 , 3 7 , 125 

a n d  th e  D o m e  o f  th e  R o c k , 19 

as F o re h e a d  o f  th e  H o u s e  o f  th e  S e c o n d  

H e a d , 2 6 0  

a s  O w n e r  o f  th e  M a rk , 2 5 7  

cA b d  a l - M a l i k  ib n  ‘ U m a y r  a l - Q u r a s h i  

(K u fa n , d . a h  136), 2 7 0  

cA b d  a l-R a h m a n  ib n  ‘ A b d a l la h  ib n  M a s ‘ u d , 

132

‘ A b d  a l -R a h m a n  ib n  A b i 1 -Z inad  (M e d in a n , 

d . a h  1 74), 201 

‘ A b d  a l - R a h m a n  ib n  G h a n m  a l - A s h ‘ ari 

(S y r ia n , d . a h  7 8 ) , 2 2 8  

cA b d  a l- R a h m a n  ib n  H a s a n a  (C o m p a n io n ,  

b ro th e r  o f  S h u ra h b il  ib n  H a s a n a ) ,  2 4 7  

‘ A b d  a l-R a h m a n  ib n  S a b it  (M e c c a n  S u c c e s 

so r , d . a h  118), 231 

cA b d  a l-R a z z a q  (d . a h  2 1 1 ) ,  7 5 ,  1 0 1 , 12 2 , 

135 , 14 8 , 1 7 7 ,2 2 5 ,2 4 3 ,2 4 7  

‘ A b d a lla h  ib n  A b i B a k r  ib n  M u h a m m a d  ib n  

‘ A m r  ib n  H a z m  ( M e d in a n ,  d . a h  1 3 5 ), 

92

‘ A b d a l la h  ib n  ‘ A m r  ib n  a l - ‘ A $ ( Q u ra s h i  

C o m p a n io n ,  d . A H  6 3 ) ,  1 7 2 , 1 7 3 , 18 4 , 

1 9 3 , 1 9 8 , 1 9 9 , 2 0 6 ,  2 1 0 ,  2 1 9 ,  2 2 4 ,  

2 6 3 - 6 8 ,2 7 8  

‘ A b d a l la h  ib n  B a h i r  (Y e m e n i  s to ry te l le r ) ,  

125

‘ A b d a lla h  ib n  D a m ra  a l-S a lu li  (K u fa n ) ,  41 

‘ A b d a l la h  ib n  a l -H a r i th  a l- A n s a r i  (B a s ra n ) ,  

4 4

‘ A b d a l la h  ib n  J a h sh  ( C o m p a n io n ) ,  193 

‘ A b d a l la h  ib n  M a s ‘ u d  ( M e d in a n /K u f a n  

C o m p a n io n ,  d . a h  3 2 ) , 4 0 ,  7 2 ,  8 7 , 13 2, 

14 1 , 1 7 4 ,2 0 3 ,2 0 5 ,2 1 9 ,2 5 5  

h is  q i r a ’a ,  1 9 4 -9 5  

‘ A b d a l la h  ib n  a l - M u b a r a k  a l - M a r w a z i  (d .

a h  1 81 ), 120, 141, 142 

‘ A b d a l la h  ib n  R a b a h  a l - A n s a r i  (M e d in -  

a n /B a s ra n , d . ca . a h  9 0 ) , 19 3, 2 2 7  

‘ A b d a l la h  ib n  S a la m  ( a l - I s r a ’i l i ,  M e d in a n  

C o m p a n io n , d . a h  4 3 ) ,  121 

‘ A b d a l la h  ib n  S h a w d h a b  (B a s ra n /S y r ia n ,  d .

ca .  a h  1 50 ), 4 2  

‘ A b d a l la h  ib n  ‘ U m a r  (M c c c a n  C o m p a n io n , 

d . a h  7 3 ) , 2 1 8 , 2 2 1 , 2 6 9  

‘ A b d a l l a h  ib n  ‘ U th m a n  ib n  K h u th a y m  

(M e c c a n , d . a h  13 2), 2 6 7  

‘ A b d a l l a h  ib n  Y a z id  a l - K h a t m i  ( C o m 

p a n io n ) ,  145 

‘ A b d a l la h  ib n  a l - Z u b a y r  ( M e c c a n ,  d . a h

7 3 ) , 3 6 ,4 0 ,  1 2 5 ,2 1 8  

a n d  ‘ A b d  a l-M a lik ,  3 6  

a n d  th e  K h a w a r ij ,  153 

A b ra h a m , 5 0 , 8 6 , 10 9 , 211 

a n d  I ra q , 4 3 - 4 4  

a n d  th e  P ro m is e d  L a n d , 13 

h ijr a  o f , 2 2 3 - 2 4  

re lig io n  o f , 189 

te s t o f , 15

A b u  l - ‘ A l iy a ,  R u f a y ' ib n  M ih ra n  (B a s ra n , 

d . a h  9 0 ) , 201 

A b u  ‘ A m ir  a l-H a w z a n i (H im s i) ,  13 6, 21 8  

A b u  ‘ A q il  a l - D a w r a q i  ( B a s h i r  ib n  ‘ U q b a , 

B a s ra n ) ,  2 4 4  

A b u  A s id  a l-B a r ra d , 181 

A b u  ‘ A ta ’ a l-Y a h b u r i ,  2 2 6  

A b u  A y y u b  a l - A n s a r i  ( K h a l id  ib n  Z a y d ,  

C o m p a n io n ) ,  7 1 ,7 2

297
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A b u  l-B a k h ta r i  S a ‘ id  ib n  F a y r u z  (K u fa n , d .

a h  8 3 ) , 175, 176, 2 2 5  

A b u  B a k r  ( c a l ip h ) ,  6 6 , 6 8 , 7 0 , 7 4 ,  7 5 , 8 2 , 

1 3 8 ,2 2 5 ,2 5 7 ,  2 6 4 ,2 6 8  

a n d  th e  K h a r i ji  a r c h e ty p e , 1 3 3 -3 5  

a s  cA l i ’s  fo e , 186 

a s  c a lf , 187 

a s  j a m a ca , 141 

a s  S id d iq ,  2 5 7

as M u h a m m a d ’s  b e s t  a d v is e r ,  7 0  

s u n n a  o f , 153 

A b u  B a k r  a l - H u d h a l i  (B a s r a n ,  d . a h  16 7 ), 

112

A b u  B a k ra  a l-T h a q a f i  ( N u f a y ‘ ib n  a l-H a r i th  

ib n  K a la d a . B a s ra n  C o m p a n io n ,  d . a h  

5 0 ) , 13 4 , 2 7 7  

A b u  B u rd a  ib n  A b i M u s a  a l - A s h ‘ a ri (d . a h  

104), 145

A b u  I - D a r d a 5 ( A n s a r i  C o m p a n io n ,  d . A H  

3 2 ), 194

A b u  D a w u d  (d . a h  2 7 5 ) ,  145, 2 7 2 , 2 7 3  

A b u  D h a r r  a l - G h if a r i  ( C o m p a n io n ,  d . a h  

3 2 ), 9 6 ,9 7  

a n d  cA li, 81 

A b u  D u ja n a  a l-A n s a r i ,  a n d  th e  S h i ' i  m a h d i,  

45

A b u  G h a l ib  a l- B a h i l i  ( N a f i ‘ , B a s r a n ) ,  a n d  

A b u  U m a m a , 160, 1 2 5 -3 1  

A b u  H a m z a  a l-S u k k a r i  (d . a h  1 6 6 ), 142 

A b u  1 -H asa n a l-R id a  ( cAM ib n  M u s a , e ig h th  

im a m ,  d . a h  2 0 3 ) , 9 8 , 2 5 0  

A b u  I - H a y th a m  Q a ta n  ib n  K a ‘ b  (B a s ra n ) ,  

129

A b u  H u r a y r a  ( C o m p a n io n ,  d . a h  5 7 ) ,  3 0 , 

3 9 , 4 0 ,  6 7 , 8 6 , 9 4 ,  1 0 4 , 1 0 9 , 1 1 1 , 14 0 , 

145 , 16 1, 1 6 6 , 1 8 1 , 1 8 3 , 1 8 4 , 1 8 5 , 19 9 , 

2 0 0 , 2 0 5 , 2 0 6 , 2 1 9 , 2 2 4 , 2 3 0 , 2 3 1 , 2 4 2  

A b u  I d r i s  a l - K h a w la n i  ( ‘ A ’ id h u l la h  ib n  

‘ A b d a lla h , S y r ia n , d . a h  8 0 ) ,  5 6  

A b u  ‘ Im ra n  a l- J a w n i  (B a s r a n ,  d . a h  12 8 ), 

193

A b u  Ish a q  a l - S a b i ‘ i (K u fa n  S h i ‘ i, d . c a .  A H  

1 2 6 -2 9 ) ,  9 6  

A b u  1 -Ja ld  a l - J a w n i  ( J a y la n  ib n  F a r w a ,  

B a s ra n ) ,  2 7 8 -7 9

A b u  I - J a w z a 5 (A w s  ib n  ‘ A b d a l la h  a l-R a -  

b a ‘ i, B a s ra n , d . A H  8 3 ), 2 2 2  

A b u  J u h a y f a  a l - S u w a ’i ( W a h b  ib n  ‘ A b d 

a l la h ,  ‘ A l i ’s p a r t is a n ,  C o m p a n io n ,  d . a h

7 4 ) , 275

A b u  J u h a y m  ( J a h m )  ib n  a l - H a r i th  ib n  a l-  

S im m a  ( C o m p a n io n ) ,  167 

A b u  K h a lid  a l-A h m a s i  (K u fa n ) ,  2 7 3  

A b u  K h a l id  a l - W a l ib i  (K u f a n ,  d . a h  1 0 0 ), 

2 7 4

A b u  M a lik  a l - A s h ‘ a r i  ( C o m p a n io n ) ,  2 2 9 , 

2 3 0

A b u  M ik h n a f  (K u fa n , d . A H  1 57), 169, 170 

A b u  M ira  Q a ta n  ib n  ‘ A b d a l la h  a l-H a r ra n i  

(S u c c e s s o r ) ,  126 

A b u  M u s a  a l - A s h ‘ a r i  ( C o m p a n io n ,  d . A l t  

4 2 -5 3 ) ,  4 0 , 1 4 5 ,2 2 3  

A b u  N a d ra  ( a l - M u n d h ir  ib n  M a lik ,  B a s ra n , 

d . a h  108), 2 4 4  

A b u  Q a b il (E g y p tia n , d . A H  1 28), 155 

A b u  S a ‘ id  a l-K h u d ri  (A n s a r i  C o m p a n io n ,  d . 

a h  6 5 ) , 9 3 ,  9 6 ,  13 4 , 1 8 2 , 18 3, 2 2 0 , 2 3 0 , 

2 4 3

A b u  S a ‘ id  a l-M a q b u r i  (K a y s a n , M e d in a n , d .

a h  100), 182, 183 

A b u  S a la m a  ib n  ‘ A b d  a l -R a h m a n  ib n  ‘ A w f  

(M e d in a n , d . a h  9 4 ) , 140 

A b u  S a lih ,  88

A b u  1 -S h a ‘ th a 3 ( J a b i r  ib n  Z a y d  a l - A z d i ,  

B a s ra n , d . c a .  a h  9 3 - 1 0 4 ) ,  2 0 3  

A b u  1 -T u fay l ( ‘ A m ir  ib n  W a th i la ,  M e c c a n  

C o m p a n io n , d . A H  1 10), 9 6 , 2 6 7 - 6 8  

A b u  ‘ U b a y d a  ib n  a l- J a r ra h , 67  

A b u  ‘ U b a y d a  a l - T a m tm t  ( M u s lim  ib n  A b i 

K a r im a ) ,  143 

A b u  U m a m a  a l- B a h i l i  (S y r ia n  C o m p a n io n , 

d . ca .  a h  8 1 - 8 6 ) ,  1 0 8 , 1 6 2 , 1 9 4 , 19 6 , 

197 , 2 2 8

a n d  th e  b e h e a d e d  K h a w a r ij ,  1 2 5 -3 1 ,

1 4 7 ,1 6 0 -6 1  

A b u  Y a ‘ la  (d . a h  3 0 7 ) , 13 5, 136 

a l- A b w a 5 (p la c e ) ,  38  

‘ A d a n , A d e n , 7 4 , 2 2 4

A d h a n  ( “ c a l l  to  p r a y e r ” ) , a n d  th e  L o s t  

T r ib e s ,  47
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A fr ic a ,  c o n q u e s t  o f , 2 6 0  

cA h d ,  se e  C o v e n a n t

A h l  a l - a h w a 3 (“ p e o p le  o f  d e v ia t io n s ” ), 124 ,

136, 137, 161, 1 6 2 ,2 0 1 ,2 2 3  

a n d  J e w s  a n d  C h r is t ia n s ,  164

A h l  a l-h a y t  (M u h a m m a d ’s  fa m ily ) ,  78  

a n d  h itta ,  9 5 - 9 9  

A h l  a l-d h im m a , 57

A h m a d  ib n  H a n b a l  (d . A H  2 4 1 ) ,  6 6 ,  1 0 7 ,

137, 139, 1 4 2 ,2 4 2 ,2 4 4

‘A 3ish a  b in t  A b i B a k r ,  14 9 , 1 6 1 , 2 0 7 , 2 1 5 , 

231

‘A 3is h a  b in t  S a ‘ d  ib n  A b i W a q q a s  ( M e 

d in a n , d . A H  1 17 ), 140 

a l-A ju rr i  (d . A l l  2 6 0 ) ,  13 6 , 15 4 , 2 0 8 , 211 

cA li ib n  A b i J a l h a  (H im s i ,  d . a h  1 4 3 ), 106, 

2 0 8 -1 1

cA li ib n  A b i T a l ib  (c a l ip h ) ,  4 3 , 6 8 , 7 7 , 12 3, 

131, 178, 195, 2 0 5 , 2 2 2 , 2 5 7 , 2 6 0 , 2 6 3  

a n d  A a ro n , 187

a n d  D h u  1 -T h u d ay y a  (K h a r ij i  f ig u re ) ,

135 

a n d  h itta ,  9 7

a n d  th e  K h a r i ji  a rc h e ty p e , 1 3 3 -3 5  

a n d  th e  K h a w a r ij ,  15 2, 15 4, 15 7 , 163 

a s  le g it im a te  c a l ip h , 2 7 6 - 7 7  

a s  M u h a m m a d ’s w a s iy y ,  143 

c h a ir  o f , 1 6 9 -7 0 ,  1 8 7 -8 8  

d e n ie d  r ig h t  to  su c c e e d  M u h a m m a d , 8 0  

h is  p a r tis a n s ,  45

m e e ts  a  ra b b i  a n d  an  a rc h b is h o p ,

1 3 1 -3 2 ,  138 

A lm s , s e e  S a d a q a , Z a k a t  

‘ A lq a m a  ib n  W a q q a s  a l - L a y th i  (M e d in a n ) ,  

75

A m a le k ite s ,  3 7 - 3 8

A m in  ( a p o c a ly p tic  f ig u re ) ,  2 6 6

A m in  (c a lip h ) ,  2 6 5

‘ A m ir  ib n  S a ‘d  ib n  A b i W a q q a s  (M e d in a n , 

d .  a h  104), 2 7 4  

‘ A m ir ib n  S a ‘ s a ‘ a ( tr ib e ) ,  2 6 9 , 2 7 5  

‘ A m ir a l-S h a ‘ bi (K u fa n , d . a h  103), 28  

a l- A m r  b i - l - m a cr u f  w a - l - n a h y  ca n  a l -m u n -  

k a r ,  2 1 4

a n d  p u n itiv e  t r a n s fo rm a tio n  in to  a p e s

a n d  p ig s ,  2 2 6 - 2 8  

‘ A m r  ib n  a l- ‘ A s (Q u r a s h i  C o m p a n io n ,  d .

ca . a h  4 3 ) , 166 

‘ A m r  ib n  ‘ A w f  (A n sa r i C o m p a n io n ) ,  20 7 

‘ A m r  ib n  ‘ A w f  a l - M u z a n i  (C o m p a n io n ) ,  

3 8 ,1 8 1

‘ A m r  ib n  K a ‘ b  (M e c c a n  c la n ) ,  2 6 8  

A n a s  ib n  M a lik  (B a s ra n  C o m p a n io n ,  d . c a . 

a h  9 1 - 9 5 ) ,  4 0 ,  4 2 ,  7 5 ,  7 6 , 11 0, 1 2 2 , 

13 4, 13 8, 14 2 , 14 4 , 1 4 5 , 15 1 , 165, 19 4 , 

2 1 9 ,2 2 2 ,  2 3 0 , 2 8 0  

A n d a lu s ,  28  

A n s a r ,  6 9 , 7 1 , 2 5 5

e x c lu d e d  f ro m  th e  c h o se n  c o m m u n ity ,  

7 2 - 7 3

th e ir  a p o lo g e tic s ,  7 3 - 7 6 ,  9 4 - 9 5  

A n tic h r is t ,  se c  D a jja l 

A p o c a ly p s e  o f  p s .-M e th o d iu s ,  34  

A p o c r y p h a ,  a n d  th e  h a la k a  s t a te m e n t ,  

2 0 2 - 2 0 4

‘ A q a b a , A q a b a  m e e tin g s ,  2 5 5 - 5 6 ,  2 7 9  

A ra b ia ,  5 , 33

a n d  th e  I s ra e li te  p ro p h e ts ,  3 8 - 4 4  

te n s io n  w ith  S y r ia  a n d  tra n s fe r  o f  

s a c re d n e s s  to , 3 6 - 4 4 ,  5 6  

‘ A ra fa  (s ta tio n  o f  p i lg r im a g e ) ,  4 2 , 2 7 3  

A r d a f  ( r iv e r ) ,  27  

A rd a q  ( r iv e r ) ,  27

A rk  o f  C o v e n a n t  ( ta b u t) ,  112, 261 

a n d  ‘ A l i ’s c h a ir , 1 8 7 -8 8  

A rm e n ia ,  165

A r ta t  ib n  a l - M u n d h ir  ( H im s i ,  d . a h  1 6 3 ), 

2 1 8

A s a p h  so n  o f  B e re c h ia h u , 2 1 4  

A s c e tic is m , se e  R a h b a n iy y a , R u h b a n , Z u h d  

A s h r a t  a l - s a ca ,  s e e  S a ca  

A s la m  ( tr ib e ) ,  9 2 ,9 3

A s w a d  ib n  H ila l a l -M u h a r ib i  (K u fa n , d . a h  

8 4 ), 2 0 5

A s w a d  ib n  S a ‘ id  a l-H a m d a n i,  2 7 2  

‘ A ta 3 ib n  A b i  M a y m u n a  ( B a s r a n ,  d . a h

13 1), 2 7 5

‘ A ta 3 ib n  A b i R a b a h  (M e c c a n , d . a h  1 1 4 ), 

39

‘ A ta 3 ib n  Y a s a r  (M e d in a n  s to ry te l le r ,  d . a h



300 G e n e ra l In d e x

103), 184

‘ A ta 3 a l-K h u ra s a n i  (S y r ia n , d .  a h  135), 2 2 0  

‘ A tiy y a  ib n  S a cd  a l - ‘ A w fi (K u fa n ,  S h i ‘ i, d .

A H  1 1 1 ) ,9 6  

A w a ’ il  (“ f i r s ts ” ), 68

‘ A w f  ib n  M a lik  a l - A s h j a ci ( S y r ia n  C o m 

p a n io n , d .  a h  7 3 ) ,  12 1 , 140, 158 

‘ A w n  ib n  A b i J u h a y fa  a l - S u w a 3i, 2 7 5  

A w s  ( tr ib e ) , 6 9  

a l - ‘ A y y a s h i ,  8 0

A y y u b  a l- S a k h t iy a n i  ( B a s r a n ,  d .  a h  1 3 1 ), 

124 , 162

a l-A z d i,  M u h a m m a d  ib n  ‘ A b d a l la h , 16 

A z h a r  ib n  S a lih ,  126 

A z ra q  ( r iv e r ) ,  2 7

B a b  L u d d ,  2 9  

B a d r , 3 8 , 6 9 - 7 6  

B a h ira ,  4 7 , 133 

B a h ra y n , 128 

a l- B a lq a 3, 9 0

B a n u  Is r a e li , se e  C h ild re n  o f  Is ra e l 

a l - B a q i r  A b u  J a ‘ f a r  ( th e  f if th  i m a m ,  M u 

h a m m a d  ib n  ‘ A li, d . A H  1 1 4 ), 4 3 , 7 7 , 8 0 , 

9 7 - 9 8 ,  1 4 2 -4 3  

B a s h e a r ,  S u lim a n , 4 

B a s m a la ,  85 

B a s ra

a n d  a p e s  a n d  p ig s , 2 2 2 - 2 3  

a n d  Q a d a r is m , 177 

B a y t a l-M a q d is ,  s e e  J e ru s a le m  

B e a rd s ,  s h a v in g  o f , 2 5 0  

B ib le  ( se e  a ls o  T o ra h )

a n d  th e  c o n q u e s t  o f  S y r ia ,  1 5 -1 7 ,  2 3 6  

a n d  Q u r ’a n , a s  o r ig in s  o f  s c h is m , 7 , 159, 

1 6 5 -6 7 ,  1 9 3 ,2 0 9 ,2 2 6 ,  2 3 7  

a s p r im a ry  l ite ra ry  e le m e n t ,  2 3 8  

B id ca  ( “ in n o v a t io n ” ) 2 0 3 , 211 

B la c k  s la v e , o b e d ie n c e  to , 127 

B la c k  S to n e  ( in  M e c c a ) ,  4 6  

a l-B u k h a r i,  6 6 , 7 3 , 186, 2 4 3 , 2 7 0  

B u ss e , H e r ib e r t ,  2 1 , 84  

B y z a n tiu m  (se e  a ls o  R o m e ) ,  4 9  

a n d  th e  s u n n a  s ta te m e n t ,  18 5, 187

C a e s a re a ,  67  

C a le b , 6 2 ,8 1  

C a lf , sin  o f , 5 9 , 162 

a n d  A b u  B a k r , 187 

a n d  ‘ A l i ’s c h a ir , 170, 187 

a n d  ‘ A l t ’s  fo e s , 187 

a n d  I s r a e l ’s d is g ra c e ,  1 0 0 -1 3  

a n d  th e  s u n n a  s ta te m e n t ,  1 7 0 - 7 2 ,  174, 

1 7 5 ,1 8 7

c o m p a re d  w ith  th e  m a s s a c re  a t K a r b a la 3, 

7 9

C a n a a n , 13 , 1 7 , 2 5 ,3 0 ,  4 4 , 9 0  

C a v e  (k a h f ), p e o p le  o f  th e , 45  

C h a p te r s  o f  R a b b i  E lie z e r ,  3 3 - 3 4  

C h i ld r e n  o f  I s r a e l  ( s e e  a l s o  J e s u s ,  L o s t  

T r ib e s ,  M o s e s ) , 2 , 2 0 0  

a n d  a p o c ry p h a l  w r it in g s ,  2 0 5  

a n d  th e  A ra b  c o n q u e s t  o f  S y r ia ,  11,

1 3 -1 4  

a n d  th e  c a lf ,  170, 171 

a n d  C o n s ta n tin o p le ,  2 4 - 3 0  

a n d  H u d a y b iy y a , 6 8 - 6 9  

a n d  in n e r  c o n f l ic ts ,  6 0 , 118 

a n d  th e  m a h d i ,  4 4 - 4 5  

a n d  q a d a r ,  196 

a n d  r a ’y ,  199 

a n d  th e  S h i ‘ is , 7 6 - 8 2  

a n d  S if f in ,  191 

a s  a p e s  a n d  p ig s , 2 1 3 - 1 4  

d iv id e d  in to  7 0  p a r tie s ,  1 2 1 -2 3 ,  159 

e x c lu d e d  f ro m  th e  c h o s e n  c o m m u n ity ,  6 , 

5 8 , 5 9 , 6 2 ,  6 3 , 1 0 0 -1 3  

in  th e  Q u r ’a n , 5 9 -6 1  

k ille d  th e i r  p ro p h e ts ,  6 0 , 7 8 - 7 9  

o n  p ilg r im a g e  to  M e c c a , 38  

p re d o m in a n c e  o f  s in fu l im a g e  o f , 6 ,

5 5 - 5 7 ,2 4 9  

s ig n if ic a n c e  o f  te rm , 2

re p la c e d  b y  J e w s  a n d  C h r is t ia n s ,  130 

s u f fe r  w o rld ly  c a la m itie s ,  190 

th o se  w h o  p e r is h e d  in  th e  w ild e rn e s s ,

6 0 , 6 2 ,8 1  

C h in a , 2 7 , 2 9 , 4 6  

C h r is t ia n s ,  s e e  C h ild re n  o f  I s ra e l 

“ C h r is to -M u s l im s " ,  3 1 , 131, 133
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C irc a s s ia n s ,  172

C o m m a n d e r  o f  th e  B a n d s  ( a p o c a ly p t ic  f i 

g u re ; se e  a ls o  Q a h ta n i) ,  2 6 3 , 2 6 5 , 2 6 6  

C o n q u e s ts

a n d  th e  e v o lu t io n  o f  th e  I s la m ic  s e lf -  

im a g e , 1 1 -1 2  

a s  d iv in e  p ro m is e ,  5 7 - 5 8  

a s  re n e w e d  e x o d u s , 1 3 -1 8 ,  6 3 , 6 8 ,7 1 ,

9 0

C o n s ta n tin o p le

a b o r tiv e  s ie g e  o f , 2 5 4

a n d  A b u  A y y u b , 71

a n d  A r a b - J e w is h  m e s s ia n is m , 2 0 - 2 6

a n d  B ib lic a l  m o d e ls ,  3 0 - 3 1

a n d  th e  m a h d i ,  4 4

a n d  th e  P ro m is e d  L a n d , 25

a n d  th e  t r ib e s  o f  I s ra e l ,  5 ,  2 4 - 3 0

a n d  T y re ,  2 2

a p o c a ly p tic  b a tt le  fo r , 2 4 , 261 

a s  th e  “ N e w  R o m e ” , 33  

in  C h r is t ia n  d o c u m e n ts ,  34  

in  J e w is h  d o c u m e n ts ,  33  

I s la m ic  c o n q u e s t  o f , 12 

C o n s t i tu t io n  o f  M e d in a , 4 8 - 4 9  

c o n s u lta t io n  ( m a s h u r a ), 6 6  

C o o k , M ic h a e l,  4 9 - 5 2 ,  2 4 1 , 2 6 0 , 261 

C o v e n a n t,  o f  G o d , 5 9 - 6 1  

C ro n e , P a tr ic ia ,  4 9 - 5 2

D a jja l  ( A n t ic h r i s t ) ,  2 9 , 3 1 , 3 4 , 1 2 0 , 1 7 9 , 

261

a n d  th e  J e w s , 108 

D a m a s c u s ,  7 4 , 125

D a m ra  ib n  H a b ib  (H im s i,  d . a h  1 3 0 ), 2 1 8  

D a n  ( I s ra e li te  tr ib e ) ,  34  

a l-D a n i (d . a h  4 4 4 ) ,  45  

D a n ie l ,  b o o k  o f , 2 5 3  

a l-D a r im i (d . a h  2 5 5 ) , 136 

D a v id  (k in g ) , 1 9 ,2 1 4 ,2 2 8  

H o u s e  o f , 2 4  

so n  o f , 33

D a w u d  ib n  A b i H in d  (B a s ra n ,  d . a h  1 3 9 ),

1 7 7 ,2 4 4  

D a w u d  ib n  (A b i)  a l-S u la y k , 130 

D a y  o f  R e s u r re c tio n , 1 4 5 ,2 8 0

D e lu g e , s e e  N o a h  

D e v il, 135

D h a t A n w a t (p la c e ) ,  171 

D h a t a l-H a n z a l  (p la c e ) ,  9 2 , 93  

D h u  1 -T h u d ay y a  (K h a r ij i  le a d e r ) ,  134 , 135 

D h u  T u w a  (p la c e ) ,  65 

D o m e  o f  th e  R o c k , 3 6  

a n d  th e  B ib le , 1 9 -2 0  

a n d  th e  d ire c tio n  o f  p ra y e r ,  57

E d e s sa ,  5 0 , 51 

E d o m , 3 2 , 33

E g y p t, e x o d u s  f ro m , 13, 2 7 , 29  

E la d , A m ik a m , 3 6  

E ld a d  h a -D a n i,  2 6 - 2 8 ,  3 4 , 5 0  

E p h ra im  ( Is ra e li te  tr ib e ) ,  84  

E sa u , 3 1 ,3 2 ,  3 3 ,2 2 3

E x o d u s  ( s e e  a ls o  C o n q u e s ts ;  E g y p t;  H ijra ;  

M o s e s ) , 8 ,4 9 ,  59

a n d  th e  A ra b  c o n q u e s t  o f  S y r ia ,  5 , 1 3 -1 8  

a n d  A ra b ia ,  37  

in  th e  B ib le , 13

F a d a ^ il  ( re p o r ts  a b o u t v ir tu e s ) ,  68  

F a la ta n  ib n  ‘ A s im  (K u fa n  C o m p a n io n ) ,  105 

F a rq a d  ib n  Y a cq u b  a l- S a b a k h i  ( B a s r a n ,  d .

a h  1 3 1 ), 2 2 8  

a l - F a r r a 3, Y a h y a  ib n  Z iy a d  (d . a h  2 0 7 ) ,  102 

F a th  (“ o p e n in g ” , “ c o n q u e s t” ), 6 4  

F ir s t  C iv il  W a r , 156, 2 6 4  

F ita n ,  f i t n a  ( “ t r ib u la t io n s ” ), 1 2 1 , 1 4 5 , 147, 

1 4 9 ,2 0 3 ,  2 5 4 , 2 5 8 ,2 6 4  

F r id a y , 104, 1 5 5 ,2 7 4  

a n d  th e  L o s t  T r ib e s ,  4 8  

F u rq d n  (“ d e liv e ra n c e ” ), D a y  o f , 6 9  

F u tu h ,  se e  C o n q u e s ts

G a b r ie l ,  4 3 , 4 8

G a d i te s  ( I s ra e l i te  tr ib e ) ,  25

G h a y b a  ( “ C o n c e a lm e n t” ), 77

G h u la t  (“ E x tre m is ts " ) ,  170

G h u lu w w ,  201

G ile a d ite s ,  84

G o d

G re a te s t  N a m e  o f ,  1 2 0 -2 1
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m e rc y  o f , 5 9 - 6 1 ,  6 2 , 26 5

re ta in e d  fo r  M u s lim s , 1 4 4 -4 6  

s h i f te d  f ro m  I s r a e l i te s  to  M u h a m 

m a d 's  u m m a ,  6 0 - 6 1 ,  1 0 0 -1 3  

G o ite in ,  S .D ., 169, 1 7 7 ,2 3 4  

G o ld z ih e r ,  Ig n a z , 4 6 , 157 

G o y  (“ n a tio n ” ), a n d  th e  A ra b s , 2 5 2 , 2 6 7  

G re a t  K e n e s sc th ,  123 

G r e e k  D a n ie l,  34  

G u il la u m e , A lf re d , 87

H a d ith  (“ T r a d i t io n ”) 

d a tin g  o f , 2 3 7  

s ig n if ic a n c e  o f  te rm , 2 

w r it in g  d o w n  o f , 2 0 4 - 2 0 6  

H a d ith  ild h i,  109

H a g a r , as th e  b a n is h e d  s la v e -g ir l ,  2 6 0 , 261 

H a ir , fa sh io n  o f  d o in g , 2 0 7  

H a jj ,  see  P ilg r im a g e  

a l-H a k a m  ib n  cU m a y r  (C o m p a n io n ) ,  141 

H a m m a d  ib n  S a la m a  (B a s r a n ,  d . a h  1 6 7 ), 

1 2 7 ,1 6 0

H a m m a d  ib n  Z a y d  (B a s ra n , d . A l l  1 79), 127 

H a m m a m  ib n  a l - H a r i th  a l - N a k h a ci (K u fa n , 

d . a h  6 5 ) ,  176 

H a n a s h  ib n  a l - M u cta m ir  (K u fa n ) ,  9 5 ,9 7  

H a n ifiy y a , h a n ifs ,  4 6 - 4 7 ,  189 

H a r a m ,  91

H a ru n  ib n  S a cid  a l - A y l i  ( E g y p t ia n ,  d . a h

2 5 3 ) , 2 6 6  

H aru riC  (p la c e ) ,  163

H a r u r iy y a  ( s e e  a ls o  K h a w a r i j ) ,  1 2 0 , 1 4 8 , 

149, 156, 2 2 7 - 2 8  

a l-H a s a n  a l-B a s r i  (d . A H  11 0 ), 4 2 ,  8 6 , 103, 

148 , 1 7 7 ,2 0 0  

a n d  th e  K h a w a r ij ,  164 

a l-H a sa n  ib n  c A li ib n  A b i T a lib ,  8 0 , 9 8 , 2 6 6  

H a s h im  (c la n  o f  Q u r a y s h ) ,  H a s h im is ,  12 0 , 

2 7 0 , 2 7 9 , 2 8 0  

H a sh im i ( a p o c a ly p tic  f ig u re ) ,  2 1 9  

H a s h w iy y a  ( I s la m ic  tre n d ) ,  2 0 9  

H a w a r iy y u n  ( J e s u s ’ d is c ip le s ) ,  2 5 6  

H e ll,  2 1 6

a n d  th e  K h a w a r ij ,  156, 158, 163 

a n d  th e  P e o p le  o f  th e  B o o k , 160

g a te s  o f ,  2 2 7

m o s t o f  th e  Is la m ic  p a r tie s  w ill g o  to ,

144

o n e  Is la m ic  g ro u p  w ill e n te r ,  144 

H e q q e s h ,  a n d  q iy a s ,  197 

H e r e s io g r a p h y ,  a n d  th e  f i r a q  t r a d i t io n ,  

1 1 9 -2 1  

H ija z , s e e  A ra b ia  

a l-H ij r  (p la c e ) ,  4 2

H ijr a  ( s e e  a ls o  A b ra h a m ) ,  a s  e x o d u s  to  th e  

P ro m is e d  L a n d , 2 2 3  

H im s , 5 6 , 6 8 ,2 1 8 ,2 5 1

a n d  I s la m ic  m e s s ia n is m , 2 0  

s ie g e  o f , 2 5 7  

H ish a m  ib n  cU rw a  (M e c c a n , d . a h  1 46), 6 7 , 

9 2  

H itta ,  5 9

a n d  th e  S h i 'a ,  9 5 - 9 9

B ib lic a l  o r ig in  o f ,  8 4 - 8 8

c h a n g e d  b y  th e  C h ild re n  o f  Is ra e l ,  8 5 - 8 8

g a te  o f

in J e ru s a le m , 8 9 -9 1  

in th e  Q u C a n , 8 3 - 8 4  

in  th e  s to ry  o f  a l -H u d a y iy y a , 9 2 - 9 5  

H o m o s e x u a li ty ,  h o m o s e x u a ls ,  175, 2 3 0  

H o u r , se e  S a ca  

H o y la n d , R o b e r t,  34

H u d  ( Q u r ’a n ic  p r o p h e t) ,  o n  p i lg r im a g e  to  

M e c c a , 4 0 , 41 

H u d  ib n  ‘ A ta 3 (S y r ia n ) ,  134 

a l -H u d a y b iy y a  

an d  h itta ,  9 1 - 9 5  

c a m p a ig n  o f , 6 4 - 6 9  

H u d h a y f a  ib n  a l - Y a m a n  (M e d in a n /K u f a n  

C o m p a n io n ,  d . a h  3 6 ) , 4 4 ,  1 5 5 , 1 6 5 -6 6 , 

175 , 176, 179, 2 2 1 , 2 2 5 , 2 4 7 , 2 6 2 - 6 3  

H u n a y n , c a m p a ig n  o f , 171 

H u s a y n  ib n  cA b d  a l - R a h m a n  a l- S u la m i  

(K u fa n , d . a h  13 6), 2 7 2  

H u s a y n  ib n  cA li ib n  A b i T a l ib ,  2 6 6  

a n d  A a ro n , 189 

m a r ty rd o m  o f , 7 8 - 8 0

Ib a d iy y a  (K h a r ij i  tre n d ) , 124

Ib lis  ( s e c  a ls o  D e v il) ,  a n d  th e  J e w s , 112



G e n e ra l In d e x 303

Ib n  ‘ A b b a s  (M e d in a n , d . ah 6 8 ) , 3 9 , 4 0 , 4 2 , 

4 6 , 4 8 , 5 1 , 8 6 , 9 7 , 1 0 9 , 11 1 , 1 4 3 , 149, 

152 , 158 , 1 7 3 , 178, 182, 18 3, 19 6 , 2 0 1 , 

2 0 5 , 2 0 8 - 1 1 , 2 2 8 ,2 6 3 ,  2 7 8  

an d  th e  K h a w a r ij ,  164 

an d  th e  U m a y y a d s ,  185 

Ib n  A b i ‘ A s im  (d . AH 2 8 7 ) ,  7 3 , 7 6  

Ib n  A b i H a tim  (d . AH 3 2 7 ) , 72  

Ib n  A b i S h a y b a  (d . ah 2 3 5 ) ,  7 5 , 9 6 ,  126, 

174, 2 6 4  

Ib n  A cth a m  a l-K u fi ,  13 , 1 7 ,5 6  

Ib n  B a b u y a h  (d . AH 3 8 1 ) , 142 

Ibn  H ib b a n  (d . AH 3 5 4 ) , 2 7 2 , 2 7 6 , 2 7 7  

Ibn  H u b a y sh  (d . ah 5 8 4 ) ,  16 

Ibn  Ib a d , 124

Ib n  Ish a q  (d . ah 1 5 0 ), 3 7 , 6 4 ,  7 0 ,  8 2 , 8 7 , 

9 2 , 122, 1 7 1 ,2 5 5  

Ibn  a l- J a w z i (A b u  1-Faraj ‘ A b d  a l-R a h m a n , 

d . ah 5 9 7 ) , 88  

Ib n  J u ra y j  (M e c c a n ,  d . a h  1 5 0 ) , 4 6 ,  10 6, 

112

Ib n  K a th ir  (d . ah 7 7 4 ) ,  31 

Ib n  a l - K a w w a 3 (=  ‘ A b d a l la h  ib n  A w f a  a l-  

Y a sh k u r i) ,  K h a r iji  le a d e r ) ,  163 

Ib n  M a ja  (d . a h  2 7 5 ) ,  126, 1 3 9 , 1 4 0 , 2 1 9 , 

2 4 4 , 2 4 5  

Ib n  Q u ta y b a  (d . ah 2 7 6 ) ,  2 4 7 - 4 8  

Ib n  R a b b a n  a l-T a b a r i ,  4 6  

Ib n  S a cd  (d . ah 2 3 0 ) , 1 4 1 ,2 4 6  

Ib n  ‘ U m a r  (M e c c a n  C o m p a n io n ,  d . ah 7 3 ), 

156

Ib ra h im  ib n  a l-A s h ta r ,  79  

a n d  ‘ A l i ’s c h a ir ,  170 

Ib ra h im  ib n  Y a z id  a l-N a k h a ‘ i (K u fa n , d . ah 

9 6 ) , 106

I b ra h im  a l- T a y m i  ( K u f a n ,  d . ah 9 2 ) ,  5 6 , 

2 0 3

‘ Ik r im a , m a w la  o f  Ib n  ‘ A b b a s  ( M e d in a n ,  d .

ah 10 5), 7 5 , 9 7 , 17 8, 18 2, 183 

I l iy a 3 (se e  a ls o  J e ru s a le m ) , 89  

I ly a s  (=  E l i ja h ) ,  o n  p i lg r im a g e  to  M e c c a , 

4 1 - 4 3

Im a m s  ( s e c  a ls o  G h a y b a ) ,  7 7

a n d  th e  A rk  o f  th e  C o v e n a n t ,  188 

a n d  G o d ’s G re a te s t  N a m e , 121

an d  th e  h id d e n  I s ra e li te s , 77  

a n d  M o s e s ’ n u q a b a 3, 1 8 8 -8 9  

an d  th e  p ro p h e ts ,  77  

a s  M u h a m m a d ’s n u q a b a 3, 2 7 9 - 8 0  

p re -d e s t in e d  n u m b e r  o f , 2 7 9  

‘ Im ra n  ib n  H u s a y n  ( M c c c a n  C o m p a n io n ,  d .

AH 5 2 ) , 4 4 , 2 2 9 - 3 0  

In c e s t, 174, 183 

In j i l ,  166 

I raq , 4 3 , 186

‘ Irq  a l-Z a b y a  (p la c e ) ,  3 8 , 7 0  

‘ Isa  ib n  a l-M u g h ira  a l-T a m im i (K u fa n ) ,  5 6  

Isa a c  ( I s ra e l i te  p a tr ia rc h ) ,  109 

c h ild re n  o f , 3 0 -3 1  

Isa ia h , 103

an d  th e  C h ild re n  o f  Is ra e l , 103 

I s h a q  ib n  R a h u y a h ,  a n d  M u h a m m a d  ib n  

A s la m  a l-T u s i ,  142 

I sh m a e l, 3 1 , 3 2 , 3 3 , 5 0 , 109, 189, 2 5 2  

a n d  th e  tw e lv e  p r in c e s ,  2 5 2 , 2 5 4 , 2 5 6 , 

2 5 9 ,2 6 2

cls m a  (“ im m u n ity ” ), o f  M o s e s , 110 

I s m a ‘ il  ib n  ‘ A y y a s h  ( H im s i ,  d . a h 1 8 1 ), 

2 5 1 - 5 2 ,2 5 7 , 2 5 8 ,2 6 0  

I sn a d s ,  e v id e n c e  o f , 3 

I s r a ’ a n d  m i crd j,  4 7 , 110 

I s r a ’ U iyya t  ( t r a d i t io n s  a b o u t  I s r a e l i te s )  3 , 

137

Ja b ir  (a p o c a ly p tic  f ig u re ) , 2 6 6  

J a b i r  ib n  ‘ A b d a lla h  (M e d in a n  C o m p a n io n ,  

d . ah 7 7 ) , 9 4 , 177, 2 0 5 , 2 0 6 , 2 4 7  

J a b i r  ib n  S a m u ra  a l - S u w a 3i ( K u f a n  C o m 

p a n io n , d . ah 7 4 ) ,  2 6 9 - 7 5  

J a b i r  ib n  Z a y d  (A b u  1 -S h a ‘ th a 3 a l - A z d i ,  

B a s ra n , d . ca . ah 9 3 - 1 0 4 ) ,  143 

Ja c o b  (p ro p h e t) ,  3 1 , 109 

J a ‘ f a r  a l-S a d iq ,  A b u  ‘ A b d a lla h  ( s ix th  im a m ,  

d . ah 148), 8 0 , 189 

J a h m iy y a  ( Is la m ic  tre n d ) ,  142 

J a m d ca ,  1 2 8 , 135 , 137, 138, 139 , 1 4 0 , 144,

2 0 8 ,2 1 1

in d iv id u a l  s e n s e  o f , 1 4 1 -4 2  

J a m a r a t  (in  M in a ) , 201 

a l- J a s s a s  (d . ah 3 7 0 ) , 103
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a l- J a w f  (p la c e ) ,  261 

a l- J a w ra q a n i (d . A H  5 4 3 ) ,  144 

J e r ic h o , 9 0

a n d  C o n s ta n tin o p le ,  3 0 -3 1  

J e ru s a le m  ( s e e  a ls o  I l iy a 3), 2 7 , 2 9  

a n d  C o n s ta n tin o p le ,  2 0 - 2 3  

a n d  th e  D o m e  o f  th e  R o c k , 19 , 3 6  

a n d  th e  H a s h im i,  2 1 9  

a n d  h itta , 8 9 -9 1  

a n d  I ly a s , 4 2  

a n d  M e c c a , 4 5 - 4 6  

a n d  th e  T e m p le ,  84  

a n d  T y re ,  2 1 - 2 3  

A ra b  c o n q u e s t  o f , 13 , 6 2 - 6 3 ,  6 7  

cU m a r  in , 1 3 - 1 9 ,2 0 ,  5 7  

J e s u s ,  211

a n d  th e  C h ild re n  o f  I s ra e l , 2 , 2 0 0 , 2 1 4 , 

2 2 7

a n d  J o s h u a ,  2 9 - 3 0 ,  108 

a n d  th e  L o s t T r ib e s ,  4 6  

a n d  th e  m a h d i ,  2 6 3  

a n d  P e te r ,  143 

a p o s tle s  o f , 2 5 6  

a s th e  W o rd  o f  G o d , 148 

o n  p i lg r im a g e  to  M e c c a , 3 9 , 4 1 ,4 3  

s c r ip tu re  o f ,  10 9, 166 

J e w s  ( s e e  a l s o  C h i ld r e n  o f  I s r a e l ,  “ J u -  

d e o - M u s l im s ” , L o s t T r ib e s )  

a n d  th e  C o n s t i tu t io n  o f  M e d in a , 4 8 - 4 9  

a s  a p e s  a n d  p ig s ,  2 1 5  

in  M u h a m m a d ’s  a rm y , 51 

o f  A ra b ia ,  o r ig in  o f , 3 7 - 3 8  

J ih a d ,  6 5 , 7 2  

J in n  (“ d e m o n s ” ), 4 3  

Jo rd a n  R iv e r ,  2 5 , 2 9 , 8 4 , 9 0  

J o s e p h u s  F la v iu s ,  2 6  

J o s h u a  th e  so n  o f  N u n  

a n d  cA li, 8 1 

a n d  C a le b , 6 2 , 81

a n d  th e  c o n q u e s t  o f  th e  P ro m is e d  L a n d ,

1 3 ,2 5  

a n d  J e su s ,  2 9 - 3 0 ,  108 

a n d  th e  s in fu l I s ra e l i te s ,  55  

a s  s u c c e s s o r  o f  M o s e s ,  4 5 , 12 2, 12 3, 143 

J u b a y r  ib n  N u fa y r  (H im s i ,  d . A H  7 5 ) ,  2 1 8

J u d a e a , 34  

“ J u d e o - M u s lim s ”

as th e  s a v e d  p a r ty  in  th e  f i r a q  tra d it io n , 

1 3 1 ,1 3 3  . 

a n d  th e  u n b e lie v in g  I s r a e l i te s ,  57  

J e w s  o f  A ra b ia  a s , 4 9  

K a cb  a l -A h b a r  a s , 1 8 ,2 3 ,  3 5 ,5 6  

s ig n if ic a n c e  o f  te rm , 1 8 -1 9  

t r ib e s  o f  I s ra e l  a s , 2 5 , 2 6 , 2 9 , 3 0 , 3 1 , 3 5 , 

4 6 , 4 8 , 5 5 ,  119 

J u d g e s ,  b e n d in g  th e  ru l in g s  o f  th e  Q u r ’an , 

176

J u h a y n a  ( tr ib e ) ,  192 

J u m h u r  (“ m a s s e s ” ), 141 

J u n d a b  ib n  cA b d a l la h  a l - B a j a l i  ( C o m 

p a n io n ) ,  158

K a cb  a l-A h b a r ,  5 , 5 6 , 7 7 , 8 5 , 2 2 4 , 2 2 7 , 2 6 5  

a n d  a n ti - J e w is h  p o le m ic s ,  110 

a n d  a p o c a ly p s e  a b o u t C o n s ta n tin o p le ,

2 0 ,2 5

a n d  a p o c a ly p s e  a b o u t I s ra e li te  t r ib e s ,  2 4  

a n d  B ib lic a l  d e s c r ip t io n  o f  cA b d  al- 

M a lik , 19 

a n d  B ib lic a l  d e s c r ip t io n s  o f  M u s lim s ,

1 4 -1 7 ,  101 

a n d  B ib lic a l  d e s c r ip t io n s  o f  S h icis , 77  

a n d  S if f in ,  1 9 1 -9 2

a n d  th e  tw e lv e  p r in c e s ,  2 5 1 - 5 4 ,  2 5 7 - 5 9  

a n d  cU m a r  ib n  a l-K h a t ta b , 1 3 -1 7 ,

5 6 - 5 7 ,  77  

a s “ J u d e o -M u s lim " ,  18 , 2 3 , 35  

c h a n g e d  im a g e  o f , 5 6 - 5 7  

c o n v e r s io n  o f ,  1 3 -1 4 ,  5 6  

K a cb ib n  L u ’ a y y  ( c la n  o f  Q u r a y s h ) ,  2 6 5 , 

2 6 6 , 2 6 7 - 6 8 ,  2 6 9 , 2 7 0  

in  S h ici c o n te x t ,  2 8 0  

K a cb a  ( se c  a ls o  M e c c a ) ,  3 6 , 3 8 , 4 1 ,  4 5 ,  4 6 , 

4 7 , 6 4 , 2 4 9

a n d  th e  d ir e c t io n  o f  p ra y e r ,  57  

a n d  th e  m a h d i , 4 5  

K a ffa r a  (“ e x p ia t io n ” ), 15 

K a ra ite s ,  a n d  K h a w a r ij ,  159 

K a r b a la 3, 7 8 - 8 0 ,  169 

K e d a r , 16 , 21
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a l-K h a d ir ,  o n  p ilg r im a g e  to  M e c c a , 4 2 ,4 3  

a l -K h a d ra ’ (p la c e ) ,  3 6  

K h a lid  ib n  M a c d a n  (H im s i,  d . a h  1 0 3 ), 23  

K h a lid  ib n  a l-W a lid ,  65  

K h a m r ,  se e  W in e  

K h a n d a q  (“ D itc h ” ), b a tt le  o f , 71 

K h a s f  ( a p o c a ly p t ic  c a la m i ty ) ,  9 1 , 2 1 7 ,  2 2 0 , 

2 2 1 ,2 2 9 ,2 3 0 ,  2 5 8  

K h a w a rij  (s e e  a ls o  N a h ra w a n , Q u r r a ’), 117, 

120 , 17 7, 186 

a n d  a llo w in g  m u n k a r ,  2 2 7  

a n d  B a s ra ,  177 

a n d  K a ra ite s ,  159 

a n d  th e  m u ta s h a b ih a t ,  1 4 7 -5 0  

a n d  s c r ip tu ra lis m , 1 5 0 -5 1  

a n d  th e  s u n n a ,  1 5 2 -5 4  

a n d  t a ’w il,  1 5 4 -5 7  

a rc h e ty p e  o f , 1 3 3 -3 6  

a s  e v il-d o e rs ,  180 

a s  m a r iq u n ,  134 

h is to ry  o f , 1 2 3 -2 4

Is ra e li te  s t ig m a  o f, 7 , 147, 150, 1 5 9 -6 5  

r e b u k e d  in  Q u r ’ a n ic  e x e g e s is ,  1 6 0 -6 3  

s e e in g  o th e r  M u s lim s  a s  k u jfa r ,  156 

s lo g a n  o f , 1 5 0 - 5 1 

s ta n d a rd  d e s c r ip t io n  o f , 151 

K h a y b a r , 51 

K h a z ra j ( tr ib e ) ,  7 4 ,9 5  

K h u z a 'a  ( tr ib e ) ,  6 4 , 6 6  

K h u z a y m a  ib n  J a z ’ a l-S u la m i (C o m p a n io n ) ,  

24 5

K in a n a  ( tr ib e ) , 192 

K is te r , M .J .,  3 , 169 

K o h lb e rg , E ta n , 2 7 8  

K u fa , 4 4 , 169, 1 9 5 ,2 5 5 ,2 6 9  

m o s q u e  o f , 43  

a l-K u lin i  (d . a h  3 2 9 ) , 142 

K u r a ' a l-G h a m im  (p la c e ) ,  65  

K u r s iy y  (“ c h a ir ” ), cA l i ’s , 169

a l-L a w h  a l-m a h fu z  (“ g u a r d e d  t a b le t" ) ,  a n d  

th e  I s la m ic  u m m a ,  103 

L e o p a rd  sk in s ,  a n d  Q u ra y s h , 65  

L e s b ia n s ,  2 3 0  

L e w in s te in ,  K e ith , 119

L iz a rd

a n d  th e  C h ild re n  o f  Is ra e l, 2 4 3 - 5 0  

a n d  th e  s u n n a  s ta te m e n t,  1 8 0 -8 6  

as m e ta m o rp h o s e d  B e d o u in , 2 4 9  

L o s t T r ib e s  (se c  a ls o  C h i ld re n  o f  I s r a e l) ,  5 , 

6 , 241

a n d  A ra b ia , 4 6 - 4 8  

a n d  C o n s ta n tin o p le ,  2 9 - 3 0  

a n d  S e b e o s ,  5 0 - 5 2  

a n d  th e  S h i ' i  im a m s ,  77  

as  m ic e  a n d  liz a rd s ,  2 4 1 - 5 0  

c h a n g e d  im a g e  o f , 55 

in  C h r is t ia n  d o c u m e n ts ,  34  

in Q u r ’a n ic  e x e g e s is ,  2 6 - 3 0  

L o t, a n d  h o m o s e x u a li ty ,  175, 176 

L y d d a , 29

M a cb a d  ib n  K h a lid  (K u fa n , d . a h  11 8 ), 188, 

2 7 4

a l-M a d a ’ in , 2 0 3 - 2 0 4  

M a g ia n s , 2 , 178 

M a h d i  ( s e e  a ls o  M e ss ia h )  

a n d  A ra b ia , 4 4 - 4 5  

a n d  th e  C h ild re n  o f  Is ra e l , 4 4 - 4 5  

an d  C o n s ta n tin o p le ,  4 4  

an d  S h u ca y b  ib n  S a lih ,  120 

a s  th e  c a lip h  a l-M a h d i,  2 6 3  

a s  M u h a m m a d  ib n  a l-H a n a f iy y a , 169 

a s  'U m a r  II, 4 5 , 2 5 3  

e m e rg e s  a f te r  tr ib u la tio n s ,  121 

e m e rg e s  b e fo re  tr ib u la tio n s ,  2 1 9  

h is  re ig n , 2 7 9  

a l-M a h d i (c a l ip h ) , 2 5 8 , 2 6 1 , 2 6 3 , 2 6 5 , 2 7 8  

M a k h u l (S y r ia n , d . a h  112), 178, 2 8 0  

M a k h z u m  (c la n  o f  Q u ra y s h ) ,  2 0 7  

M a lik  ib n  A n a s  (M e d in a n , d . a h  1 8 0 ), 124 

a n d  th e  K h a w a r ij ,  156 

M a lik  ( ib n  a l-H a r i th )  a l-A s h ta r ,  4 5 , 153 

M a 'm a r  ib n  R a s h id  (B a s ra n /Y e m e n i ,  d . a h  

15 4), 6 5 , 9 2 , 101 

M a n a sse h  ( I s ra e l i te  tr ib e ) ,  25  

M a n n , J a c o b , 33 

M a n n a , 2 7 , 2 1 4

a l-M a n s u r  (c a l ip h ) , 2 5 8 , 2 5 9 , 2 6 1 , 2 6 3 , 2 6 5 , 

2 6 6 , 2 7 8
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a l-M a rw a  (in  M e c c a ) , 39  

M a rw a n  ( I I )  ib n  M u h a m m a d  ( c a l ip h ) ,  2 5 7 , 

2 5 8 , 261

M a rw a n  (I)  ib n  a l-H a k a m  (c a lip h ) ,  6 4 , 9 2  

M a rw a n id s ,  2 5 0 , 2 6 0

a n d  M u h a m m a d ’s m in b a r ,  2 2 4  

a s m e ta m o rp h o s e d  a n im a ls ,  2 5 0  

a l-M a rw a z i (d . ah 2 9 4 ) ,  143 

M a s h r iq ,  4 4

M a s jid  a l - K h a y f  (in  M in a ) , 41 

M a sk h  (“ m e t a m o r p h o s i s ” ), 2 1 5 - 2 0 ,  2 2 1 ,  

2 2 2 , 2 3 0

in to  m ic e  a n d  l iz a rd s ,  2 4 2 - 5 0  

M a sk in  (p la c e ) ,  186

M a sru q  ib n  a l-A jd a c (K u fa n , d . ah 6 3 ) , 2 5 5  

M a w a li,  a n d  cU m a r  II,  2 5 4  

M e c c a  ( se e  a ls o  K a cb a , P i lg r im a g e ) ,  4 6 , 6 3 , 

9 1 , 1 3 7 ,2 0 7 ,2 4 9  

a n d  th e  m a h d i ,  4 4 - 4 5  

a s  Z io n , 4 6

p i lg r im a g e  o f  p ro p h e ts  to , 3 8 - 4 4  

M e d in a , 3 9 , 4 8 , 5 6 , 7 0 ,7 7 ,  8 0 , 192 

M e s s ia h  ( se e  a ls o  M a h d i) ,  41 

a p p e a r in g  in  C o n s ta n tin o p le ,  33 

M e ss ia n ism

A r a b - J e w is h ,  in  S y r ia ,  1 3 -3 4  

r e ta in e d  in  th e  S h ica , 187 

in  C h r is t ia n  d o c u m e n ts ,  34  

M e ta m o rp h o s is ,  se c  M a s k h  

M ilk , a n d  th e  K h a w a r ij ,  1 5 5 -5 6  

M in a , 4 0 , 4 1 , 4 2 , 2 0 1 , 2 7 3  

M in b a r  (“ p u l p i t ” ) , M u h a m m a d ’s ,  a n d  th e  

U m a y y a d s ,  2 2 4  

a l-M in h a l  ib n  cA m r a l-A s a d i  (K u fa n ) ,  8 0  

a l-M iq d a d  ib n  a l-A s w a d  (C o m p a n io n )  

a s q a r i } , 68

as s u p p o r te r  o f cA li, 6 8 , 81 - 8 2  

a t B a d r , 7 1 - 7 6  

at a l -H u d a y b iy y a , 6 7 - 6 9  

M ish n a h , 123, 2 0 4

M is w a r  ib n  M a k h ra m a  (M e d in a n  C o m p a n 

io n , d . a h 6 4 ), 6 4 , 9 2  

m ith a q ,  se c  C o v e n a n t 

M o se s

a n d  th e  a f fa i r  o f  th e  s p ie s ,  6 1 - 6 3 ,  186

an d  th e  A m a le k ite s ,  3 7 - 3 8  

a n d  th e  A rk  o f  C o v e n a n t ,  188 

a n d  B ib lic a l d e s c r ip t io n s  o f  M u s lim s , 

101-11 

a n d  th e  E x o d u s , 13 

a n d  th e  7 0  e ld e rs ,  1 2 2 -2 3  

a n d  fu r q a n ,  69  

a n d  h itta ,  83  

a n d  J o s h u a , 143

a n d  s in fu l I s r a e l i te s ,  18 , 162, 171 

as I s ra e l i te  p ro p h e t,  2 

c o m m a n d s  I s ra e li te s  to  b e lie v e  in  

M u h a m m a d , 4 8 , 51 

h is  n u q a b a ’ , 1 8 8 ,2 5 5 - 5 6 ,  2 7 9  

o n  p i lg r im a g e  to  M e c c a , 3 8 - 4 1 ,  8 0  

P e o p le  o f , 2 5 - 2 6 ,  2 8 , 4 5 , 7 7 , 131 

re lig io n  o f , fo l lo w e d  b y  M u s lim s , 18,

1 0 9 ,2 1 1  

s m a s h e s  th e  ta b le ts ,  1 0 0 -1 3  

s to ry  o f , k n o w n  to  M u h a m m a d , 5 0  

M o u s e

a n d  th e  C h ild re n  o f  I s ra e l , 2 4 2 - 4 3  

a n d  th e  s u n n a  s ta te m e n t,  183 

M o u s ta c h e s ,  tw is t in g  o f , 2 5 0  

M u 'a d h  ib n  J a b a l  ( A n s a r i  C o m p a n io n ,  d .

ah 18), 2 3 0  

M u ca m m a r u n ,  2 7 9

M u ca w iy a  ( I )  ib n  A b i S u fy a n  ( c a l ip h ) ,  2 5 9 , 

2 6 0 , 2 6 5 , 2 6 7  

a n d  cA li, 123, 191, 2 5 7  

a n d  th e  f i r a q  t r a d i t io n , 1 3 6 -3 7  

a n d  K a cb a l-A h b a r ,  13 

a n d  th e  p a la c e  o f  a l-K h a d ra ’ , 36  

a s  H e a d  o f  th e  G re a te r  H o u s e , 2 6 0  

a s  H e a d  o f  th e  K in g s ,  2 5 7 , 2 5 8  

a s  k in g , 2 7 7

a s  K in g  o f  th e  H o ly  L a n d , 2 6 6  

a s K in g  o f  S y r ia ,  2 5 9  

re b u k e d  by  I b r { j [ ^ b b a s ,  185 

M u T a w iy a  ib n  H a y d a  ( B a s ra n  C o m p a n io n ) ,  

103

M u T a w iy a  ( I I )  ib n  Y a z id  (c a l ip h ) ,  2 5 7  

M u d a r  ( tr ib e ) ,  4 4 , 10 6 , 10 7 , 2 6 9 , 2 7 5  

M u h a ja r  Ib ra h im , se e  A b ra h a m  

M u h a jiru n , 6 8 , 71
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a l - M u h a l l a b  ib n  A b i S u f r a  ( a n t i - K h a r i j i  

w a r r io r ) ,  125 

M u h a m m a d , 3 7 , 47

a n d  th e  C o n s ti tu t io n  o f  M e d in a , 4 9  

a n d  th e  L o s t T r ib e s ,  4 7 - 4 8 ,  51 

a n d  p ro p h e ts  in  A ra b ia ,  3 8 - 4 4  

a n d  th e  tw e lv e  p r in c e s ,  2 5 4 , 2 6 0 , 2 6 7  

a rm o u r  o f , 188 

a s  A h m a d , 101 

a s “ c ra z y  m a n ” , 33  

a s m e rc h a n t,  5 0  

a s  Q u ra sh i ,  78  

a s  u m m i,  4 8 ,  10 3, 112, 2 5 2  

B ib lic a l d e s c r ip t io n s  o f , 105 

b io g ra p h ie s  o f , 3 7 , 5 0  

c o n s u ltin g  h is  C o m p a n io n s ,  6 6 - 6 7 ,  7 0  

d e sc r ib e d  in  K a cb ’s sc ro lls ,  1 6 -1 7  

fa re w e ll p i lg r im a g e  o f , 2 7 3  

H o u s e  o f , 4 5  

le tte rs  o f ,  4 9  

s h a fa ea  o f , 107 

M u h a m m a d  ib n  ‘ A m r  ib n  “A lq a m a  ( M e d i 

n a n , d . a h  14 4), 75  

M u h a m m a d  ib n  A s la m  a l- T u s i ,  a s  s a w a d  

a cza m , 141

M u h a m m a d  ib n  a l - H a n a f i y y a ,  a n d  a l-  

M u k h ta r , 169 

M u h a m m a d  ib n  J a ‘ fa r  ib n  a l - Z u b a y r  ( M e 

d in a n ., d . c a . a h  1 1 0 -2 0 ) ,  122 

M u h a m m a d  ib n  K a cb  a l- Q u ra z i  (M e d in a n , 

d . a h  1 17 ), 134 

M u h a m m a d  ib n  S ir in  (B a s r a n ,  d . a h  1 1 0 ), 

1 6 4 - 6 5 ,2 0 5 ,2 4 2 ,  2 6 4  

M u h k a m , m u h k a m a t , o f  th e  Q u r ’ a n , 1 4 7 , 

149

M u ja b b ira  ( I s la m ic  tre n d ) ,  2 0 9  

M u ja h id  ib n  J a b r  (M e c c a n , d . a h  1 0 4 ),  3 9 , 

4 0 , 138, 1 7 8 ,2 1 1  

M u ja lid  ib n  S a eid  (K u fa n ) ,  2 5 5  

M u jir  a l-D in  a l-H a n b a li  (d . a h  9 2 7 ) ,  8 9 - 9 0  

a l-M u k h ta r  ib n  A b i ‘ U b a y d , 1 6 9 -7 0  

a n d  ‘ A l i ’s c h a ir ,  1 8 7 -8 8  

M u n a fiq u n  (“ h y p o c r i te s ” ) 15 5 , 179 

M u n k a r , s e e  a l-A m r  b i - l -m a cr u f  w a - l-n a h y  

ca n  a l-m u n k a r

M u q a til  ib n  S u la y m a n  (d . A l l  1 5 0 ), 2 7 , 2 9 , 

4 1 , 4 7 , 5 5 , 7 4 ,  112, 148 

M u r j i ’a  ( I s la m ic  tre n d ) ,  120, 124, 17 8, 196 

M u r ra  ib n  S h a ra h il  a l- H a m d a n i  (K u fa n ,  d .

a h  7 6 ) ,  2 0 3  

M u r s a l  ( in c o m p le te  is n a d ) ,  67  

a l -M u s a y y a b  ib n  R a f ic (K u fa n ,  d . a h  10 5), 

2 7 4

a l-M u s a y y a b  ib n  W a d ih  (H im s i) ,  119 

M u s h a b b ih a  ( I s la m ic  tre n d ) ,  2 0 9  

M u sh r ik u n ,  2 0 9

M u s ic , o b je c tio n  to , 2 2 8 , 2 2 9 , 231 

M u s lim  ib n  a l- H a j ja j  (d . a h  2 6 1 ) ,  3 1 , 9 4 , 

2 4 3 , 2 4 4 , 2 4 5 , 2 4 7 , 2 7 1 , 2 7 2 , 2 7 3 , 2 7 4  

a l- M u s ta w r id  ib n  S h a d d a d  ( Q u ra s h i  C o m 

p a n io n , d . a h  4 5 ) ,  173 

M u ta s h a b ih a t,  o f  th e  Q u r ’ a n , 12 9, 1 4 7 -5 0 ,  

152

a n d  th e  h a la k a  s ta te m e n t,  2 0 9 - 1 0  

M u ’ ta z ila , 158

a l-N a d r  ib n  S a lih , 2 7 4

N a h ra w a n , a n d  th e  K h a w a r ij ,  134, 135, 154, 

163, 164, 186 

N a j r a n ,  d e le g a t io n  o f ,  m e e ts  th e  P ro p h e t ,  

148

a l-N a q q a s h  (d . A l t  3 5 1 ) , 4 7  

a l-N a s a ’ i (d . a h  3 0 3 ) , 158 

N a th , N a th a  (p ro p h e t) ,  2 5 9 -6 1  

N a w f  ib n  F a d a la  a l-B ik a li  (so n  o f  K a ‘ b  a l-  

A h b a r 's  w ife , d . c a . a h  9 0 - 1 0 0 ) ,  112 

N a z z a l  ib n  S a b ra  (K u fa n ) ,  195 

N e b u c h a d n e z z a r ,  a n d  T y re , 21 

N e s i3im  (“ h e a d s ” ) o f  th e  t r ib e s  o f  I s r a e l ,  

2 5 2 , 2 5 5  

N i 'm a  (“ m e rc y ” ), s e e  G o d  

N o a h  (p ro p h e t) ,  2 , 211 

A rk  o f , 9 5 - 9 7 ,  188 

N u ’ a y m  ib n  H a m m a d  (d . 2 2 9  a h ) ,  2 2 , 2 4 , 

173, 2 1 8 , 2 2 9 , 2 5 5 , 2 5 7 , 2 6 0 , 2 6 7  

N u q a b a ’ , o f  M o se s , 188, 2 5 5 - 5 6 ,  2 7 9

O n k c lo s ,  2 5 2  

O ra l T o ra h , 159

w r it in g  d o w n  o f , 2 0 4
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P a le s tin e , se c  S y r ia  

P a ra d is e

7 0 ,0 0 0  m e m b e rs  o f  th e  Is la m ic  u m m a  

w ill e n te r , 104 

m o s t o f  th e  Is la m ic  g ro u p s  w ill e n te r ,

144

M u s lim s  e n te r  f irs t ,  14, 104 

o n e  Is la m ic  g ro u p  o n ly  w ill e n te r ,

1 2 1 -4 4  

o n e  o f  th e  v a lle y s  o f , 38  

P e o p le  o f  th e  B o o k , 5 9 , 136 

a n d  a p o c ry p h a , 2 0 6  

s ig n if ic a n c e  o f  te rm , 2 

P e rs ia , 3 6 ,4 9

a n d  th e  s u n n a  s ta te m e n t,  185, 187 

c o n q u e s t  o f , 2 6 0  

P e te r  (S h a n T 'u n ), a s  w a s iy y  o f  J e s u s ,  143 

P h a ra o h , 2 4 , 5 9

b e lie v e r  o f  th e  H o u s e  o f , 45  

in  S h ici t ra d i t io n , 8 0  

P ilg r im a g e  to  M e c c a , 5 , 137, 2 7 3  

a n d  a sy lu m  in  M e c c a , 51 

o f  th e  L o s t T r ib e s ,  4 7  

o f  p ro p h e ts  to  M e c c a , 3 8 - 4 4 ,  51 

p re s c r ip tio n  o f , 199 

P la g u e , 2 1 2 , 221 

P ra y e r

a n d  th e  L o s t T r ib e s ,  4 7  

f iv e  t im e s  a d a y , n o t a  Q u r ’a n ic  in 

j u n c t io n ,  179 

p re s c r ip t io n  o f , 110 

P ro m is e d  L a n d ,  s e e  A b ra h a m ; C o n q u e s ts ;  

C o n s ta n tin o p le ;  H ijra ', J o s h u a  th e  S o n  o f  

N u n

P u lp it ,  see  M in b a r  

P u n ish m e n t s to r ie s  ( Q u r ’a n ic ) , 190

Q a b is a  ib n  D h u ’ a y b , (M e d in a n  S u c c e s s o r  d.

a h  8 6 ) , 2 2 9  

Q a d a r ,  in  th e  Q u r ’a n , 177 

Q a d a r i s ,  Q a d a r i s m ,  Q a d a r iy y a ,  1 1 7 , 12 0, 

124, 144, 1 7 7 -8 0 ,  2 2 0  

a n d  th e  h a la k a  s ta te m e n t ,  1 9 5 -9 7  

as a p e s  a n d  p ig s , 2 2 0 - 2 3  

a s  e v il -d o e r s ,  180

J e w is h  a n d  C h r is t ia n  s tig m a  o f , 7 ,
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a n d  th e  tw e lv e  le a d e rs ,  2 6 9 - 7 8  
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S h ib b o le th ,  a n d  h itta ,  8 4 - 8 5  

S h o e s , ta k in g  o f f  in  m o s q u e s ,  57  
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S u w a y d  ib n  G h a fa la  (K u fa n , d . a h  8 1 ), 132 

S y r ia , 121

A ra b  c o n q u e s t  o f , 4 , 1 2 ,4 9 ,  2 6 0
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T a lb iy a ,  3 9 ,4 0 ,  4 1 ,4 3  

T a lu t  (S a u l) , 188 

T a m im  ( tr ib e ) ,  106 
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