
















Syriac fragment on the Sixth Council' , ac, LVIl (19 73), 
63-7 1. 

V. CANON ICAL LITERATURE 

(II West Syrian 
A survey of the West Syrian canonical literature of the seventh 
century wi ll be found in A. V66bus, Syrisehe KanoneJJammiungen. 
Ein Beitrag wr Quellenkunde, I : Wcstsyrische ariginalurl<1lnde. I, A 
(CSCa subsidia 35 [Louvain, I 970J), pp. I gO- 223 and I, B (CSCa 
Subsidia 38 [Louvain, 1970J) , pp. 273-99. ParticulaHy 
important is the figure of Jacob of Edessa (died 708 ). 

( 2) East Syrian 
Twenty-five legal decisions of the patriarch H enanisho (d ied 
6gg/70) are published (Witll German translation) by E. Sachau, 
Syrische Recillsbt1cher, Il (Berlin, Ig08), pp. 1-51. Twenty-two 
canons on inheritance by Simeon of Rev Ardashir also belong to 
the seventh century; these canons, wh ich were originally written 
in Persian, will be found in Sachau, Syrisehe RechtsMeher, III 
(Berlin, 19 14), pp. 203-53 (cf. pp. 345- 62 )" 

VI. LETTERS 

( I ) Colloquium of the patriarehjoim with an Emir of the Hagarenes 
This is preserved in ti,e form of a letter from the Syrian 
Orthodox Patriarch John I, to be found in BM. Add. 17 I 93 of 
874. The colloquium took place on Sunday 9 May of an 
unspecified year; Nau took this to be 639, but according to 
Lammens the date should be 644 (fA, II ser., XIII (Iglg ), 
97-11O). 

Edition and French translation: F. Nau, 'Un colloque du patriarche 
J ean avec I'emir des Agareens', jA, II ser., V (1915), 225-79 
(text: pp. 248- 56; translation: pp . 257-64). 

(2) Isho'yahb ill (died 659) 
106 letters by the energetic East Syrian patriarch Isho 'yahb "I 

31. Cf. J. ParLSch, 'Neue Rcchtsqucllcn clef neslorianischcn Kirche', 
ZeitJchrifl tier Savign.y.Sliftungfiir Recht.swiJ5tnJchcifl, XXX I I I (19°9) , 355-98. 

survive, a rranged cbronologically in three parts. Though mostly 
concerned with ecclesiastical affairs, a number of passages 
throw interesting light on church-state relations under early 
Islam. The collection survives in Vat. syr. 157 of the late eighth 
century (and some more recent apographs); there is a lacuna at 
the head ofEp. I and at the end ofEp. XII. 

Edition: R. Duval , Isho 'yahb patriarehae JJ I Liber Epistuiarum (CSCa 
Scr. Syri I I [Louvain, I g04]). 

Translations: Latin in Duval, op . cit. (CSCa Scr. Syri 12 [Louvain , 
1 g05]) (with index of names). The Syriac text and English 
translation of the first part, with letters written while Isho 
'yahb was bishop of Mosul (i.e. before 628) will be found in 
P. Scott-Montcrielf, The Book ofConsolatzons, or Pastoral Ep"lles 
of Mar Isho 'yahb of Kuphlana in Adiabene, 2 vols. (London , 
I g04)" 

(3) George I 

1'0r a letter, dated 680, by the East Syrian patriarch George I, sec 
IV ( I ). 

(4) Athanasi", JJ 

There is a collection of cano nical decisions by ti,e Syrian 
Orthodox patriarch Athanasius " which bears the 
(secondary) title 'Letter of the blessed patriarch Athanasius to 
the effect that Christians should not partake of the sacrifices that 
the Mhaggraye now have'. 

Edition and French translation: F. Nau, 'Litterature canonique 
syriaque inedite', RaC, XIV (I gog), 128- 30. 

VII. APOCALYPTIC TEXTS 

It has already been mentioned that John of Phenek (above, I 
(14»), writing in north-east Mesopotamia in the 6gos, ended his 
work on an apocalyptic note. The end of the seventh century and 
the early eighth century was a period of tension that gave birth to 

32. cr. w. G. Young, 'The Church of the East in 6so A,O.', Indian Church 
HiJtory Review, II <tg68 ), 55-71, and Patn·arch, Shah and Caliph (Rawalpindi, 
1974), pp. 85-99 ;J. M. Fiey. 'Isho 'yaw Ie Grand. Vie du Catholicos nestoricn 
Isho 'yaw III d'Adiabenc (580-659)', OCP, XXXV ( ' 969), 305- 33, XXXVI 
( ' 97 0 ),5-46. 
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apocalyptic literature within the fold of a ll four maj or religions, 
Judaism, Christianity, Islam and Zoroastrianism. There are a 
number of Christian texts ava ilab le in Syriac, o f which the first is 
of particular interest. 

( I ) Apocalypse of M elilOdius of Olympus 
This apocalypse, which enjoyed a great popularity in the 
medieval west, reached Latin (ed. Sackur) by way of a Greek 
version (ed. Istrin) that was itself origina ll y translated from 
Syriac. The complete Syriac text, to be found in Vat. syr. 58 of 
1564, has not yet been published, and only fragm ents frofl'1 
other Syriac so urces are available in print. The title of the 
apocalypse as preserved in Vat. syr. 58 specifica lly mentions 
Sinjar as th e region orits o rigin , and in the course ofthe text it is 
stated that Arab ru le will come to an end before the 'tenth week' 
is up (i.e. 622 + 70= A. D. 692 )33 The writer himselfis clearly living 
in the last apocalyptic week (i. e. 685-92 ), and o ne o f his primary 
interests is in rumours of greatly increased ra,xation, when even 
th e dead will have to pay po ll-tax. It seems very likely tha t the 
author is writing shortly before Abdulmalik 's census o f 692, o n 
the basis of which tax reforms were made in north 
Mesopotamia." The author looks for a restoration of Byzantine 
power, and forete ll s the recapture of J erusa lem by a Byzantine 
emperor. 

EdiliollJ and ·lranslalions: F. Na u, ' Revelations et legendes : 
Methodius-Clement-Andronicus', }A, 11 ser. , IX (1917 ), 
415-52 (cf. 455-61 ) (in compl ete text taken from Paris Syr. 350 
and Cambridge Add. 2054 ); extracts from Ps. Methodius are 
also to be found in So lomon of Bosra's Book of lhe Bee 
(Nestorian, thirteenth century; ed. E. A. W. Budge [Oxford 
1886]), chaps. 53-5. All these arc Nestorian, whereas the 
unpublish ed Vat. syr. 58 is West Syrian. '·s 

33. By thi s lime the A.H. reckoning was in genera l use (e.g . 8M. Add. 14666, 
fo. 56, of A.D. 68'1/3. daled A.G·99S and A.H. 63) , and P.]. Alexander is misled in 
his dates, basing them o n the conquest of Iraq: sec his 'Medieva l apocalypses 
as hislOri ca l sources', AHR, LXX III (1968), 1001. 

34. See D. C. Dennen , Conversion and Poll Tax in early h /am (Ca mbridge 
Mass., 1950), pp. 45- 6. 

35· Cf. M. Kmosko, 'Das R~itscl des Ps. Methodios', B, VI (193 1), 273- 99 ; 
K. Czegicdy, 'Monographs on Syriac and Muhammadan sources in the literary 
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(2) Apocalypse of Esdras 
Probably dependent on Ps. Methodius is an 'Apocalypse on the 
kingdom o f the Ishmaelites'. 

Edil ions and lranslalions: F. Baethgen, in Zeilschrifl Jur die 
aiUeJlamenlliche WissenJchajl , VI ( , 866), 199-211 (German), 
and J. B. Chabot, 'L'apocalypse d'Esdras touchant Ie 
royaume des Arabes', Revue semilique, II (1894),242-50 (text), 
333-47 (French translation). 

(3) Poem on Alexander lhe Greal 
A poem o f nearly 800 lines, on the subject of Alexander and the 
gates which he buil t against Gog and Magog, IS wrongly 
attributed to J acob o f Serugh (died 52 11. According to Hunnius 
it must have been written between 628 and 637· It includes 
veiled references to the campaigns of Heraclius and Chosroes I I. 

Edilion and German lranslalion: 
Alexanderlied', ZDMG, LX 
802- 2 1 ,'% 

C. Hunniu5, 'Das 
(1906 ), 169-209, 

syrische 
558- 8g, 

English lranslalion: E. A. W. Budge, The Hislory of Alexander lhe 
Greal (Cambridge, 1899), pp. 164-200" 

(4) Ps. Ephrem, On lhe lasl judgemenl 
Sections 3-5 of thi s work conta in pred ictions concerning the 
Arabs and Gog and Magog. 

Edilion and Lalin lranslalion : T. J. Lamy, S. Ephraemi Hymni el 
SermoneJ, II I (Malines, 1889), co ls. 18g-98" 

(5) Apocalypse of}ohn lhe Less 
Probably from north Mesopotamia and dating from the end of 

remains of M. Kmosko' , Acta On'tnlaiia, IV (1954),36-9; P. J. Alexander, 
'The Syriac original of Ps. Methodius' Apocalypse', Proceedings oj the lwenly
seventh International COllgrw ojOrientaliJts (Wicsbaden, 1971 ), 106-7· 

36. For earlier ed itions see S. P. Brock, 'The Laments of the Philosophers 
over Alexander in Syriac', journal ojSemitic Studies, XV (1970),2 17. 

37. Cf. K. Czegiedy, 'The Syriac legend concerning Alexander the Great', 
Acta Orientalia, VII ( 1957),246-9, and 'Monographs', pp. 35-6. . 

38. Cf. K. Czegledy, 'Monographs', pp. 34- 5· 

35 



the seventh or early eighth century, thi s short apoca lypse is 
preserved In an eighth -century manuscrip L.59 

Edilion and English lranslalion: J. R. Harri s, The Gosp el of Ihe XII 
Apostles. logelher wilh lhe Apocalypses of each one of lhem 
(Cambndge, I goo). pp. 34-9 (transla tio n), 15 · - 2 I · (text). 

(6 ) Bahira legend 

According to this legend, which in its present form can hardly be 
earlier th ~n the eleventh century, th e prophet Mo hammed 
received instru cti on from a Christian monk, Bahira (or, 
according to a t~'a dition known to Mas'udi, Sergius). Tn its SyriaC 
form the wO;k IS m three pa~ts: I, the meeting o f the supposed 
author, Isho yahb, WIth BahIra , together WIth an account of the 
latter's visio n o n mo unt Sinai and hi s visit to Maurice and 
Chosroes II ; 2, the meeting between Bahira and Mohammed; 3, 
an apoca lyp.se. I t is possible ~hat the text may incorpora te some 
earl y maten a l. The legend IS a lso to be fo und in Arabic (ed. 
Gottheil l. 

Edilion and English lranslalion: R. Go tth eil , 'A Christian Bahira 
legend ', Zeilschriflfui Assyriologie, Xlll (I8g8), I8g-242, XI V 
(I899), 202-5 2. 

The Orienlal !nslilllle, 
Oxford 

39· Now Harvard syr. 93 crormcriy Harris syr. 85). 

Kaisersalbung. 
The Unction of Emperors in Late 

Byzantine Coronation Ritual 

DO NALD M . NICOL 

The anoin ting of emperors (Kaisersalbllng) in the late Byzantine 
corona tio n ritual fo rmed part of the subj ect o f an o ften cited 
article by Professor George Ostrogorsky in I 955 .' The purpose 
of these few \\fords is to re- examine the evid ence for thi s practice 
and to suggest some different concl usions. 

Ostrogorsky argued that ano inti ng with oil was never a part 
of the Byzantine coronati on ceremony before the Fourth 
Crusade in 1204 and that all references to unctio n in the 
literature o f the twelfth century should be interp reted in a 
figu ra tive or metaphorical sense and not li terally. Much the 
same arguments were advanced in greater detail by F. E. 
Brightman in I go I. But, as Br ightman obser>.ed , ' it still remains 
difficul t to sa)' when the metapho ri cal use of xp(€/v passes in to 
the li teral ' .' When Niketas Cho niates wri tes o f the Emperor 

I. G. OSlfogorsk)" 'Zur Kaisersa lbung und Schildcrhcbung im 
spatbyzaminischcn Kronungslcrcmonicll', HiJton·a, IV (FeJlJchrijl fii r Wilhelm 
£rw lin, 1955), 2,;6-56 (rcprimcd in G. OSlfogorsky, 21lr BY1.antiniJchen 
CtJchichle. AUJgewiihlte /deine Schriflm (Darmstadt, 1973), pp. 142-52). 

2. Ostrogorsky, op. cil., 24M. F. E. Brightman, 'Byz.lm inc Imperial 
Coronati o ns', Joumal oj Theological StudieJ, II (190d, 385. Cr. Aikatcrine 
Christophilopoulou, 'EKAo)lq, dI1ny6pf"uol( lCa i OT~"I I( TOU {jU(lIl' Tl VOU 

nUTolCpawpoc;(Athcns. 1957 ), pp. 169f. See also L. ·P. Raybaud, LL gOlluememml 
et "adminiJtratio1l wltrale de {'empire byumti1l JOILS leJ prtlllierJ PalioiogueJ 
(11 58- 1)54) (Paris, 1968), pp. 69-73. though lhe autho r seems to have been 
unaware of OS(J"ogorsky's anicJc. The essay by I. Goschew, 'Zur Frage cler 
Kronungszeremo nien uncl dic zcrclllo nicll e Gcwandung cler Byzantinischen 
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